
Military security harms 
human security 

Given that equality is one indicator of a more peaceful society, 
military “security” harms both the Israeli and the Palestinian ca-
pacity to build real human security. 
 As it is now, U.S. military aid to Israel and support for the mil-
itarization of Palestinian security forces only serve to sustain the 
occupation. This aid does not help build peace. U.S. policy must 
change, and U.S. military and militarized aid should be rechan-
neled to non-military ends, such as investment in business, health 
care, and education, either at home or abroad. AFSC’s Israel and 
Palestine programs are working to raise awareness of the neces-
sity of making these changes while also working to end Israel’s oc-
cupation and build peace in the region.  
 As Zvi, Sarah, Mohammed, and Um Ali can attest, there is still 
a long way to go. ■

A note on names in this article: Names of Israeli teachers are pseudonyms. The 
teachers we interviewed are unable to give their real names due to a government 
regulation that forbids teachers from criticizing the education system.

Top from left: One of Um ali’s grandchildren; Um ali with a granddaughter. 
Photos: AFSC staff.	Bottom:	Spent	tear	gas	grenades	fired	by	Israeli	forces	
during weekly demonstrations. Photo: www.ryanrodrickbeiler.com

a CloSer look  

aid to Israel and the Palestinian authority

All	figures	for	fiscal	year	2012.	

SOURCES: 
Israel: www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/Rl33222.pdf 
Palestine: www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RSS22967.pdf  
 

Direct Budgetary Aid to Palestinian Authority  ▪  $200,000,000

USAID Assistance—West Bank and Gaza     
for governance, rule of law, civil society  ▪  $17,300,000  
for health, education, social services  ▪  $94,100,000
for economic development  ▪  $62,600,000
for humanitarian assistance  ▪  $21,700,000

I.N.C.l.e. (International Narcotics Control and law enforcement)  ▪  $113,000,000 
funding for security forces, including paramilitary-style training for maintaining military 
control over sections of the West Bank. activities of security forces have been criticized 
by human rights groups. 

u.S. ForeIGN aId to 

Israel
$4,603,700,000  total

Israelis, Palestinians, and americans alike 
know	that	the	conflict	in	Palestine	and	Israel	must	end—
and that the solution is not continued violence. Despite 
its	calls	for	a	non-military	end	to	the	conflict,	the	U.S.	
continues	to	fund	the	militarization	of	the	conflict	
through the direct and indirect military assistance it 
provides to the Israeli military and the Palestinian 
authority. 
 Direct U.S. support for the militarization of 
the	conflict	in	Palestine	and	Israel	in	the	form	of	
military aid is obvious, but it is important to note 
that even aid provided for ostensibly non-military 
purposes is often rechanneled toward programs 
that have some military aspect to them.
 To get the full picture of how the U.S. sup-
ports	the	militarization	of	the	conflict,	we	therefore	
have	to	look	at	programs	that	are	officially	non-mili-
tary in nature but that fund militarized actions, such as 
training police forces in paramilitary tactics or counter-
terrorism funding used against political dissidents. Such 
an analysis shows that much of the non-military aid to 
Israel and the Palestinian authority is in fact funding milita-
rized programs. 

Non-military aid 
aid that has no explicit 
military	justification	or	
militarized elements within 
the project.

Military aid  
aid that is used to fund the 
purchase of arms, support 
militaries or paramilitary 
forces, and assist further U.S. 
or foreign military priorities.

Militarized aid 
Aid	that	may	be	classified	by	
the U.S. government as non-
military, but which actually 
supports military action.

M.o.U. Grant   ▪  $3,075,000,000
Memorandum of Understanding pledging direct military aid to Israel, subject 
to exceptions to typical constraints on U.S. military aid. Concerns have been 
raised that the way this aid is used violates provisions in foreign assistance 
act and arms Export and Control act that forbid weapons shipments to 
countries with a history of human rights abuses.

Support for Israeli Missile Defense  ▪  $305,700,000
funding to help develop missile defense systems including the arrow 
II, aaron III, David’s Sling, and Iron Dome systems. Separate from 
congressionally-approved military assistance to Israel.

U.S. eUCoM Military stockpiles in Israel  ▪  $1,200,000,000
Program to store missiles, artillery ammunition, and armored vehicles in 
munitions bunkers in Israel; amended in 2010 to expand stores from $800 
million to over $1.2 billion dollars’ worth of arms and ammunition. Israel can 
access these weapons with congressional approval, as in 2006 during its 
war with lebanon.

Migration and refugee Assistance Funds  ▪  $20,000,000  
Resettlement aid for humanitarian migrants from the former Soviet Union, 
countries in Eastern Europe, africa, the near East, and elsewhere. Though 
humanitarian aid, these funds continue discriminatory immigration policies 
that privilege Jewish over Palestinian immigration.

American Schools and hospitals Abroad Fund  ▪  $3,000,000  
Program to strengthen schools and hospitals overseas that best 
demonstrate american ideals and practices. funding provided includes 
grants to medical facilities in Israel for building or renovation of facilities and 
procurement	of	scientific,	medical,	and	educational	equipment.

u.S. ForeIGN aId to tHe 

Palestinian authority
$508,700,000  total

Military/militarized aid  $113,000,000

Military/militarized aid  $4,580,700,000

Non-military aid $395,700,000

Non-military aid $23,000,000
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