
American Friends Service Committee
Annual Report 2006

American Friends
Service Committee



Dear Friend —

I reached for last year’s Annual Report before I sat down to write to you – and then for the year 
before that one.  Before I knew it, I was surrounded by Annual Reports and year-end figures 
stretching back for decades – a wealthy history of the quest for peace, a recitation of just what 
is possible when like-minded people refuse to allow the world to be defined by violence.

With the benefit of seeing many years at once, like individual tiles in a colorful mosaic, I saw 
a constant pattern:  In each report (some dog-eared and fragile, some smooth and new) I could 
see that every “review” set the stage for the year to come.

Every Annual Report does more than show what happened.  It outlines what could be.

The report on feeding a million German and Austrian children a day after World War I was the 
birth of courage in a fledgling organization; the reason why AFSC dared in its organizational “infancy” to work for peace even against 
overwhelming odds.  The report that described AFSC’s visit to the Gestapo during the terrible time before America joined World 
War II – that event foreshadowed decades of determination “to speak truth to power,” no matter how dangerous or impolitic.

In the Vietnam War years, the reports showed AFSC’s efforts that paved the way for the nuclear freeze movement and the 
willingness to work with and in nations that the United States government called enemies.

I feel a sense of continuity with the past and comfort from knowing that you and I today are continuing the important work of those 
who came before us.  As they shaped the future for us, so do you and I shape the world our children and grandchildren will inherit.

In the paths we take today are the seeds of that future. 

I am confident that we can make the world a better, more peaceful and just place because we stand together.  I’m proud to share 
AFSC’s 2006 Annual Report with you.  I hope you’re equally proud to see the good we have accomplished together, and that you’ll 
continue to support us in the months to come.  Thank you.

With prayers for peace, 

Mary Ellen McNish
General Secretary
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Community Compassion Kinship
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T he American Friends service committee has programs in more than 30 countries around the world. in many places, we’ve been building relationships and 

helping communities for decades. As always, we listen to ensure that we hear the needs of the community.  then we create a consensus of like-minded people 

who are determined to make a change for the better but need help organizing new systems.

At the request of the DemocRAtic Republic of congo, RwAnDA, AnD buRunDi, AFsc helped establish a three-country coalition to address rising levels 

of rape by armed groups and the congolese army.   initially, we brought rape survivors together with organizations that focus on helping them. now, the coalition is 

calling for a stop to rape and sexual violence against women.  this important development brings together former foes who now are working to change the status 

of women in the region.

in 2006, AFsc continued to establish micRo-cReDit bAnks – community-

managed institutions funded by AFsc where individuals receive modest loans 

(rarely more than $50) to start their own small economic enterprises.  the partici-

pants frequently are too poor to qualify for traditional bank loans. With the loans, 

we provide training in basic business and management.  repayment rates are very 

high, and the “profits” are independence, self-sufficiency, and a better future for 

families.

this year AFsc created a YouthBank that makes small financial grants in Gaza as a 

response to the humanitarian crisis there.  Proposals are solicited by the YouthBank 

committee which is comprised of young people, some of whom are coaches and 

graduates of AFsc’s pAlestiniAn Youth pRogRAm.  one enterprising group 

borrowed enough for yarn and supplies to knit warm winter jackets and sweaters 

for children.  the products sold generated income for the knitters and the small 

collective business is going strong.

in 2006, middle east staff supported a suRveY on smAll ARms to measure public perceptions about guns.  the region is the second-largest gun market in the 

world (after the United states).  the report is based on surveys and focus groups of people aged 20-35 in Gaza, the West Bank, and Lebanon. our results showed that 

Arab youths do not generally accept guns as a normal part of life, and over 50% of respondents would choose not to own a gun.  this study will provide information 

to communities faced by fear and insecurity as they learn to manage conflicts and disputes without resorting to guns.
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the QuAkeR uniteD nAtions office (QUno) in new York city has been awarded “General  

consultative status” at the Un.  now the staff can suggest agenda items, and make written and oral state-

ments to the economic and social council, as well as work with groups such as the World trade organi- 

zation, the World Bank, and the international monetary Fund.  

  For the past three years, the QUno staff has been working to inspire action in the Un on behalf of 

northern Uganda. Jan egeland, the former emergency relief coordinator for the Un called the crisis, which 

has continued for more than twenty years, “the largest forgotten emergency in the world.” 

this year saw an impressive increase in response from the Un community, which we attribute in large part 

to the strategic advocacy efforts led by QUno. the security council placed this issue on its agenda in two 

resolutions, and in a security council Presidential statement. the Un secretary General issued his first ever report on the crisis in July 2006, and also named former 

mozambique President Joachim chissano as special envoy for the crisis.

in hAiti, AFsc’s goat project improved the economic outlook for peasant women in the poverty-stricken Grand’Anse region. the women formed nine community-

based groups, and each one received a high-quality male goat and six female goats.  the groups learned to care for the goats, to apply basic business practices to 

their efforts, and, as a bonus, the women can pass on their new knowledge and skills.

  Anna semerzier is part of a goat project in Anse d’Hainault.  With her success, Anna’s 

profit paid for her children’s school tuition.  Another beneficiary, Julien celissant, managed 

her “assets” well. she started with one goat and now has five.  she sold one of her goats to 

purchase tools and seeds so that she could grow vegetables for her family, and sell the 

surplus for much-needed income.

in 2006, AFsc marked the 67th year of the mexico summeR pRoject.  Almost 50 

youth from diverse communities throughout the Us and mexico worked together in  

service projects in the mountains of Puebla, mexico. the conditions were challenging and 

the work hard, but the relationships established within the groups and with their host 

communities were strong and will continue to flourish.

AFsc conducted special training for women in the deeply conflicted Putumayo region of 

colombiA.  We learned nonviolent responses to violence against women and received 

ª  c o l o m b i a ’s  f u m i g a t i o n  p r o g r a m

the united states War on Drugs has targeted coca plants in Colombia 

as a way to halt cocaine and crack use in our country.  the fumigation 

program has had horrible effects on people, food crops, and livestock.  

AFsC has been researching, reporting on, organizing against, and 

conducting legal actions to stop fumigations.  In 2006 the work paid 

off when ecuadorian communities, affected by the “drift effect” of 

spraying, won a supreme Court case supporting their demands for 

Colombia to address the impacts on ecuador.  the spraying resumed, 

however, after a short respite, and this critical environmental issue 

remains difficult for local livelihoods and regional political relations. 
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information on using the internet for research.  With new business administration and accounting 

skills they can establish cottage industries and provide for their families.

Partnerships with local organizations are key to AFsc assistance in post-tsunAmi inDonesiA.  

in 2006, we opened a new office in Jogjakarta which coordinates all of AFsc’s work in indonesia.  the 

projects emphasize economic progress and conflict resolution.  in Aceh, we helped build a boarding 

school for orphans, provided free treatment for people with Hansen’s disease (leprosy), supported 

mobile health clinics, and trauma recovery for children.   

in thAilAnD, AFsc facilitated meetings to encourage ethnic and inter-religious tolerance be-

tween Buddhists and muslims. this work continues despite the dramatic and unexpected non- 

violent military coup d’etat in september 2006, to remove Prime minister thaksin shinawatra.

AFsc participated in the thiRD confeRence on gRoss nAtionAl hAppiness, A new Development pARADigm, held in Bangkok in mid-August.  

over 150 people attended from across the greater mekong river region to challenge globalization and excessive consumerism.  the paradigm has grown out of an 

ongoing national experiment in Bhutan, and has attracted the attention of many holistic development theorists and practitioners.

As diplomats and statesmen confront the issue of nuclear safety, AFsc continues to work, quite literally, in the fields with noRth koReAn fARmeRs.  We provide 

assistance to four large cooperatives to increase their productivity, three in the western coastal “rice basket” and one in the eroded foothills some 75 miles northeast 

of Pyongyang.  the farms have begun implementing crop ro-

tation and practicing innovative farming techniques.  

  AFsc brought agricultural scientists from north Korea to 

the United states, and facilitated north Korean delegations to 

china for conferences and training programs.  these visits af-

forded extensive opportunities for exchanges between north 

Koreans and their chinese and American counterparts.  



Courage Commitment Determination
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the Declaration of peace was signed by 

30,288 people from all walks of life in a 

concerted effort to make known their 

fervent wishes to end the war. It stated, 

“I pledge to declare peace by supporting 

a comprehensive plan to end the u.s. 

occupation of Iraq and to support an Iraqi-

led peace process.”

F or almost 90 years, AFsc has made the building of peace our central tenet. today, the urgency of our  

work is written in blood.  today, in conflicts around the world, hundreds of thousands of civilians died,  

and untold numbers were wounded, by military action, by militias and counterinsurgency troops, by 

neighbors. today, millions of iraqis are refugees and displaced in their own country, and U.s. military deaths 

mount day-by-day.

  in such chaos, peace is the only solution. AFsc is a leader in this difficult work, believing that respect, com-

passion, and a commitment to justice are essential to stemming war and building peace in its place.  Anything 

less dooms those who come after us to a tragic future, in this nation and around the world.

AFsc’s wAge peAce campaign was a focal point for the growing pro-peace movement across the  

nation.  through demonstrations, rallies, candlelight vigils, letter writing campaigns, and petitions, it provided 

America’s citizens with effective, nonviolent methods to express their intense and growing dissatisfaction with 

the war in iraq.

  over two million people visited the Wage Peace campaign’s web site.  there, they signed the petition to tell 

their members of congress “not one more death – not one more dollar.” they read the “10 reasons Why  

the Us must Leave iraq.”  they saw testimony of people caught in the cruel machine of war and watched our 

Wage Peace video. And they found like-minded people to participate in local actions.

  AFsc helped coordinate Wage Peace vigils around the nation to draw attention to the 2,000th military death 

in iraq.  tens of thousands of people gathered to protest the war in more than 450 communities.

in september, AFsc joined other groups to call on 

congress to establish a comprehensive plan to end 

the war.  some 500 organizations and 16,000 people 

participated in the DeclARAtion of peAce, with 

375 events during the week of september 21–28, and 

civil disobedience actions in 22 cities across the coun-

try, and at the Us capitol.
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      AFsc’s traveling exhibit, eYes wiDe open, features a pair of Army  

         boots, arranged in formation, for each American soldier killed in iraq. tags  

           identify with the deceased’s name, rank, and hometown.  

        nearby, some 3,000 civilian shoes provide mute testimony to the bitter  

           price civilians pay in war. many hundreds of thousands of iraqis (one  

           estimate is over 600,000) have died in the war and occupation.   

      in 2006, eyes Wide open was presented in ten cities with an estimated 85,000  

           visitors. sixteen statewide exhibits traveled to a total of 125 events, reaching many 

thousands of people with a silent message about the true cost of war.

Boot exhibits representing nAtionAl guARD cAsuAlties toured 28 cities in 13 states. thousands saw them, and reporters covered the exhibit for newspa-

pers, radio, and television stations, including a tv station in dubai. the exhibit toured the Gulf coast to illustrate the connection between the inadequate Hurricane 

Katrina response and national Guard deployments to iraq.

the befoRe You enlist! viDeo helps young people understand their options. nearly 90,000 viewers watched it on the 

“Youtube” video website or found it through the popular search engine Google.

the befoRe You enlist! DvD AnD woRkbook trains groups to make presentations in high school classrooms that 

include a mix of students, from those who are anti-war to pro-military.  the dvd and workbook help trainers connect with 

teachers who want their students to receive full information. 

topics covered include: 

The Poverty Draft – Youth trapped by poverty, racism, and classism are particularly susceptible to recruitment.   

recruiters too often misrepresent the benefits, assignments, training, and the ease of leaving military service.  

How a Recruiter Gets Your Number – increasingly recruiters are targeting specific students,  following them at school, 

and calling them at home.  AFsc teaches these children and their parents how to avoid the hard sell. 

Training for Organizers – AFsc offers parents and communities training in how to work with the media, how to build a 

campaign, and to use facts about recruiting as a movement against militarism in schools and neighborhoods. 
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DReAms AnD nightmARes is a new memorial to the 

iraqis who have lost their lives in the war and occupation. 

With photographs, names, and personal stories, it conveys 

the unseen side of the tragedy experienced by everyday 

iraqis.

AFsc maintains a robust Youth AnD militARism 
pRogRAm to counter the armed services’ sophisticated 

and aggressive efforts. Both parents and communities  

want to know how to protect their children from false 

promises and serious risk, so AFsc created several tools to 

help young people make well-informed decisions. military recruiters are facing increasingly difficult recruiting con- 

ditions. to keep enlistment up, standards have eased and the military has increased its presence in schools.  recruiters 

focus on schools that serve poor or largely immigrant neighborhoods.

AFsc’s fAces of hope supports nonviolent resistance and military refusal in israel and Palestine, and works to cre-

ate broader public awareness of israeli and Palestinian peacemaking organizations. in 2006, we organized speaking 

tours for israeli conscientious objectors, and helped build connections between israeli refusers and Us veterans from 

the iraq war who are challenging Us foreign policy.  “internships for social change” brought young Palestinian and 

israeli activists to work in AFsc offices in the United states where they were exposed to a variety of programs and to 

anti-militarism work in this country.

AFsc has long addressed violence, discrimination, and economic injustice in order to battle hunger and poverty.  

our life oveR Debt campaign for Africa brings together religious and environmental groups to identify the con-

nections between debt relief, poverty, and climate change.

  in 67 nations, an enormous portion of their annual expenditures goes to paying the interest on debt, and basic 

social services, including health care, remain woefully inadequate. With partners and allies, AFsc built a large con-

stituency among communities and elected leaders working to reduce hunger in impoverished countries. And we 

strongly advocated on behalf of the U.s.-based debt cancellation movement.

ª  Z i y a r a t  a z  Z e i t o u n

Ziyarat az Zeitoun (Arabic for “Visiting 

the olives”) is an educational and advo-

cacy project that highlights palestinian 

culture and political realities in the West 

bank and gaza strip.  using the palestin-

ian olive harvest as the focus, Ziyarat az 

Zeitoun offers resources to individuals 

and groups to plan gatherings where 

people can sample and purchace pales-

tinian olive oil, hear stories of olive har-

vesting and learn about the situation of 

palestinian farmers. 



Neighbors Together Justice
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A Fsc believes that the human family is united more by common hopes and dreams 

than we are divided by our differences, and that the harm and injustice that comes 

to one of us comes to all of us.

  in the United states, our community relations programs reach out to those who, for 

whatever reason, have fallen on hard times. some have been unjustly treated, some are 

trapped in poverty, some come to this nation seeking a better future for themselves and 

their children. 

Programs on immigRAtion are based on our conviction of the worth and inherent 

dignity of all people.  that’s why AFsc has consistently expressed support for undocu-

mented immigrants, and has repeatedly called on the Us government to grant perma-

nent residency to all undocumented men, women, and children.

pRoject voice leads our work around the country and is grounded in the principles 

of the United nation’s Universal declaration of Human rights, which states that all humans have the right to earn a living, provide for our families, educate our  

children, have or earn citizenship, participate in civil society, and help choose our leaders.

  in new Jersey, staff provide information, “know your rights” training, and legal services to immigrants, and raise public awareness about the impact of immigra-

tion policies on immigrant communities and the larger society.  in Portland, oregon, we develop youth leadership, cultural expression, community activism, and 

education programs on nonviolent ways to create social change.  And the miami office documents worker rights abuses, while raising public awareness on issues 

that affect immigrants.

For years help incReAse the peAce (HiPP) has involved young men and women all across the country.  these youth make social change a personal priority,  

and work to make the world a less violent place.  in our massachusetts’ programs, 80 young people participated in HiPP training, and are now taking what they 

learned back to their schools and communities. Fourteen-year-old HiPP trainer naimah Petigny says:

“I have been involved with the Help Increase the Peace project since I was about 10.  I decided to stay with the program because it promoted 

self- worth by teaching you tools for the future, such as violence prevention, conflict resolution, and problem-solving.  HIPP became, to me, 

a program that really prepared me for the realities of the world.   By educating ourselves, we are educating the people around us.”
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immigrants in the U.s. have fled political and economic persecution, civil 

strife, and poverty.  the new Jersey office is recognized as a model pro-

gram for its work with Refugees. it provides legal services, community 

organizing, and education about immigration issues, and often handles 

domestic violence cases.  immigration judges and lawyers for the depart-

ment of Homeland security respect our legal expertise in political asylum 

cases, particularly for detained asylum seekers.

during the summer, sixteen students from twelve schools across the coun-

try served as summeR inteRns with AFsc’s new York metropolitan 

regional office.  Assignments in conflict resolution, immigrant rights, crim-

inal justice, and options to militarism all afforded meaningful learning  

opportunities and engaged each intern in useful work. the students, a diverse and enthusiastic group, com-

pleted their work plans and forged significant connections with their supervisors, the work, and one another. 

in 2006, AFsc’s economic justice 

programs had many notable successes.  

six states passed ballot initiatives to 

raise the minimum wage. As a found-

ing member of the let justice 
Roll coalition, AFsc led legislative 

campaigns, collected signatures, and 

mobilized faith leaders, business own-

ers, and “people in the pews” with the 

message, “A job should keep you out of 

poverty – not keep you in it.”  

ª  s e e k i n g  A s y l u m  –  
    A  R e f u g e e ’s  t a l e

mrs. p. lived in Jordan with her husband 

and three children. Her husband regu-

larly beat their children and berated and 

emotionally abused her.  He told her he 

would have her committed to a mental 

institution and take her children from 

her.  When she discovered he had filed 

for custody of the children, she fled with 

her children to the united states on a 

tourist visa.

  When she arrived, her children were 

six, four, and two years old, and she was 

five months pregnant. Her husband 

accused her of visa fraud, and the u.s. 

consulate cancelled her visa. she was 

arrested in new york and detained at the 

airport detention center. Her children 

were placed in the care of her brother 

and his wife.

  AFsC interviewed mrs. p and agreed 

to represent her. We helped get her 

paroled so she could care for her chil-

dren. And we won her case. mrs. p. was 

granted “withholding of removal,” a 

form of protection similar to asylum,  

in June.
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ª  t h e  t y r e e  s c o t t  f r e e d o m  s c h o o l

In the pacific northwest, AFsC’s annual tyree scott Freedom school 

cultivates youth leadership for social change. the Freedom school is 

a nine-day summer educational program in seattle for diverse young 

people (ages 15-21).  It exposes them to social justice issues, oppression, 

militarism, and teaches the history of community organizing in seattle, 

and provides the skills for leadership in their communities. 

Building and strengthening local and national coalitions is also a strategic part 

of AFsc’s sAve ouR seRvices (sos!) cAmpAign on the federal budget.  

since 2003, AFsc has worked with a network of advocates for and beneficiaries 

of child nutrition, housing, food stamps, and other programs to preserve the 

federal safety net for people in need.  in 2006, our toll-free number generated 

almost 100,000 calls to congress.

to further our work on cRiminAl justice, we created in the shADows 
of the wAR on teRRoR: peRsistent police bRutAlitY AnD 
Abuse in the uniteD stAtes.  AFsc’s work showed that the United states 

is violating both the Un convention Against torture and the covenant on civil 

and Political rights agreements.  For example, although both the convention 

and the covenant express concern over the use of tasers, these devices are 

used on prisoners in U.s. prisons.  Although the department of Justice claimed 

to have guidelines for taser use, when those guidelines were requested,  

doubt was expressed as to whether these guidelines “are even written down 

anywhere.”
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otheR pRogRAms
AFsc’s Washington office (davis House) continued 

to monitor federal legislation on issues important 

to our work and facilitated meetings at davis 

House with staff from international programs.  

the third World coalition participated in new 

staff orientation and provided its perspec-

tive on developing programs.

Figures have been rounded to the 
nearest percent and the nearest $100,000.

How Funds Are Used
$43,295,434

Community 
Relations

26%
$11.4 million

Management 
& General

8%
$3.5 million

International 
Programs

28%
$12.0 million

Special Programs
9%

$3.7 million

Peace
Education

22%
$9.5 million

Domestic 
Programs

Fundraising
7%

$3.2 million

Sources of Income
$40,379,498

Bequests
33%

$13.4 million
Investment 

Income
9%

$3.5 million

Contributions
56%

$22.5 million

Other Income
2%

$1.0 million
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for the twelve months ending september 30, 2006

unrestricted
temporarily

Restricted
permanently

Restricted total
opeRAtIng ReVenues
Public support (Note 1):
  Contributions for current program work $       9,836,943 11,840,958 0 21,677,901
    Bequests 12,519,487 890,950 0 13,410,437
    Contributions to Endowment Funds 0 1,200 786,562 787,762
total public support $    22,356,431 $   12,733,108 $       786,562 $      35,876,100

 Government Grants 0 189,092 0 189,092
    Investment income, net of fees, appropriated (Note 1) 2,926,841 588,853 0 3,515,694
    Program service income 561,231 0 0 561,231
    Miscellaneous interest and other income 237,381 0 0 237,381
    Net assets released from restrictions 13,040,459 -13,040,459 0 0
total revenues $    39,122,342 $         470,594 $       786,562 $      40,379,497

opeRAtIng eXpenses:
Program services:
 International programs 11,970,381 0 0 11,970,381
    Domestic programs
       Community relations 11,357,929 0 0 11,357,929
       Peace education 9,524,202 0 0 9,524,202
       Special programs 3,719,104 0 0 3,719,104
total program services $    36,571,616 0 0 $      36,571,616

Program support:
 Management and general 3,546,418 0 0 3,546,418
 Fundraising 3,177,400 0 0 3,177,400
total program support $      6,723,818 0 0 6,723,818
total expenses $    43,295,434 0 0 $      43,295,434

CHAnge In net Assets FRom opeRAtIons $     -4,173,093 $       470,594 786,562  $       -2,915,937

otHeR CHAnges In net Assets
Investment gains not appropriated (Note 1) 3,959,046 2,556,246 0 6,515,292
Contributions to planned giving program 0 816,356 0 816,356
Adjustments for changes in planned giving liabilities 0 -823,757 0 -823,757

total Change In net Assets $        -214,047 $     3,019,439 786,562 $        3,591,954

net Assets—beginning of year $ 69,502,429 $ 60,825,630 $ 7,686,086 $ 138,014,144
net Assets—end of year $ 68,927,341 $ 63,845,068 $ 8,472,647 $ 141,245,056

Figures are rounded to the nearest dollar
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Commitment Synergy Vision
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