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Friends, 

It is an honor to join this gathering of remarkable activists, and to hear the lessons of Hibakusha 

and others directly affected by and working to rid the world of nuclear devastation.   

My name is Sofia Wolman, and after graduating from Earlham College I began work with the 

American Friends Service Committee.  These Quaker institutions have provided communities 

where truth, justice, and peace are pursued with great intention.  I work now with Joseph Gerson, 

who works tirelessly to build the US peace movement’s capacity to reinforce peace and justice 

activism carried out around the world. 

Much of our work as activists is to amplify the voices of those directly affected by militarism.  

Their messages are clear and explicit: the militarization of our societies – including the continuing 

preparations for nuclear war – is destroying communities and ecosystems, traumatizing and taking 

lives, and diverting resources away from programs that could be used to relieve human suffering.  

Those who are affected by the violence of nuclear proliferation, occupation, wars, drone strikes, 

racism, austerity, and the list goes on, sacrifice further in order to resist these agendas and demand 

a more just and peaceful world.  The presentations here, as well as my preparations for this 

Conference, depict the utter savagery of state-sponsored violence.  Our work – from our various 

backgrounds – is bolstered with every connection, as we break down the walls between so-called 

separate issue areas and build solidarity that strengthens our spirits and our activism.   

My major focus has been developing boycott and divestment campaigns to support the Palestinian 

resistance Israel’s occupation.  This movement is building momentum internationally, as activists 

identify and resist a racist narrative that depicts victims as terrorists and perpetuates the 

colonization and ethnic cleansing of Palestine.  Witnessing the truths of oppressed peoples helps 

many recognize injustice and work for the recognition and respect of the full rights of freedom, 

equality, and justice for all people. 

I am also active with a coalition of diverse organizations that, facing policies of austerity, placed a 

non-binding question on nearly one million ballots across Massachusetts last fall.  With it, voters 

could ask their state legislators to send a message to the federal Congress with the following 

points: 

1. Prevent cuts to social programs like health care, retirement, Veterans benefits, housing, 

food, and unemployment assistance; 

2. Create and protect jobs in manufacturing, schools, housing, renewable energy, 

transportation, and other public services; 

3. Close corporate tax loopholes, end offshore tax havens, and raise taxes on high-income 

earners; and 



4. Meet human needs by reducing the military budget (which, in the United States, is equal to 

the war budgets of the next ten largest military spenders combined), ending the war in 

Afghanistan, and bringing troops home safely. 

The referendum won in all 91 cities and towns where it was on the ballot by an average 3:1 

margin.  The victory demonstrated my home state’s support for strengthening our communities 

rather than corporations and profiteers.  Nearly seven months after the vote, we arranged a hearing 

before a committee of the Massachusetts legislature, during which 40 testimonies were given 

supporting the platform.   

When activists opened the door for them, voters expressed a vision of economic opportunity and 

justice for our country.  We continue work to further involve supporters and to convince elected 

officials to act. 

Meanwhile, many elements in our societies privilege the already powerful.  In the US, racism is 

reinforced by policies that devalue the lives and rights of immigrants and people of color.  The 

automatic slashing of many federal programs that resulted from Congress’s inability to reach a 

deficit-reduction package is a shocking attack on our communities, and will be most devastating 

for already disenfranchised and marginalized members of our society.  The trend of militarized 

policing is glaring for those who refuse to accept vapid justifications of such policies as stop-and-

frisk (which authorizes police officers to racially profile, harass, and search any person they deem 

suspicious); the unconstitutional lockdown of the Boston metro area following the Marathon 

bombing; the National Security Administration’s warrantless spying on civilians; and the 

assignment of $46 billion to further weaponize the US/Mexico border.  Military recruiters recruit 

young people who are lied to about, and later denied many benefits – like basic, quality health 

care – that they are told will come with job.  The use of drones for surveillance and assassinations 

that terrorize communities, killing and wounding countless civilians, is widespread and 

increasing. 

Whether people are willing to demand a more just system is difficult to know.   

We do know that the outrage and courage of the communities most affected by policies of 

austerity and militarism are often trumped by the might of those who stand to profit from 

injustice, and who have access to the bullhorns of the mainstream media and the high-level 

government offices that tend to shape the national consciousness. 

In these nine days, victims of atomic bombings and accidents share their pain and determination, 

propelling the anti-nuclear struggle beyond the communities who know the horror of these 

technologies.  Allies who trust the voices of the people rather than the mouthpieces of the state 

and corporations are here to build our capacity to protect our communities, and to support and 

build on your work. 



I will return to the United States with a new understanding of the urgency of incorporating the 

anti-nuclear struggle into my own work.  It feels imperative that we include work for a Middle 

East Nuclear Weapons Free Zone in our organizing for justice in Palestine, as the lack of it 

reflects the United States’ almost unwavering and dangerous support of Israel’s increasingly right-

wing agenda. 

Thank you for raising up truths too often hidden or excluded from the public eye.  As we aim to 

treat every person with dignity, we must work to ensure that the voices of those affected and 

threatened by the policies of world leaders and institutions are amplified and respected.  Thank 

you for your work for a more just and peaceful world. 


