Petition to Reduce Military Spending & Save Our Communities
Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.   President Dwight Eisenhower 

To President Barack Obama, Senator Jack Reed, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Representative David Cicilline and Representative Jim Langevin:

The undersigned petitioners from Rhode Island hereby respectfully request that:

Whereas the people of Rhode Island have been hard hit by the economic crisis; our state has the highest rate of foreclosures in New England and the fourth highest unemployment rate in the United States; school budgets and social services to the most needy have been cut; homeless shelters and food banks are struggling to meet peoples’ needs; as a result of budget cutbacks from the state and federal government, we cannot meet the urgent needs of our communities;
Whereas Rhode Island alone has paid over $4 billion on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and nearly 50% of our country’s discretionary budget goes toward military spending; the U.S. spends almost as much as the rest of the world combined on its military budget; furthermore over 40% of the $13+ trillion national debt stems from military spending.; as the U.S. sinks deeper into debt we must borrow more money from foreign countries which makes us less secure;  
Now therefore, we call on you to enact a 25% reduction in military spending.  This can be done without hurting our troops or endangering our country’s security:  bring all our troops home from Iraq and Afghanistan, eliminate wasteful weapons systems, close half of U.S. overseas military bases and eliminate waste in procurement and operations. By redirecting the savings, we can meet urgent community needs.  It is time to change our priorities.  
A nation that continues year after year to spend more on military defense
 than on programs for social uplift is approaching spiritual death.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Endorsed by East Bay Citizens for Peace, American Friends Service Committee/ SENE and R.I. Progressive Democrats of America.  Please return petitions to East Bay Citizens for Peace c/o Nancy Hood, 274 Wood St., Bristol, RI  02809
