
This attempts to describe the many different opportunities to engage in faith based 
social justice work in Indianapolis over the past two years.  Much of this was 
stimulated by the launch of the Keystone Pledge of Resistance in the summer of 
2013.
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Noah Baker Merrill’s Prophets, Midwives, and Thieves: Reclaiming the Ministry of the 
Whole, is an interesting discussion about Quakerism today and how to be in the 
world today.  Prophets are those who have of vision of what to do, and share that 
with others.  Midwives help implement that vision.  Thieves are those who take credit 
for things others have done, but not they, themselves.  Noah says what is important is 
for each of us to do the work to attain a vision of the future.  We have to engage with 
the outside world.
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Looking back over the past two years (2015), it is clear that the Keystone Pledge of 
Resistance campaign was key to stimulating activism in Indianapolis.  Much of what is 
listed on this page, all of which happened in the past two years, can be traced back to 
the Pledge.
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Via the Internet, the Keystone Pledge of Resistance brought together and trained 
activists to organize and execute nonviolent direct actions, including how to train 
others in the theory, history, and use of nonviolent civil disobedience.
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A website was created to display the Pledge, and provide a way for those interested 
to sign the Pledge, and join the Keystone Pledge of Resistance campaign.  “I pledge, if 
necessary, to join others in my community, and engage in acts of dignified, peaceful 
civil disobedience that could result in my arrest in order to send the message to 
President Obama and his administration that they must reject the Keystone XL 
pipeline.”
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The Rainforest Action Network (RAN) trained Action Leaders to organize nonviolent 
direct actions, and to train others to participate.  It was the Pledge’s grounding in 
nonviolence that first attracted my attention, and made me believe this was an effort 
that would be consistent with Quaker faith and practice.
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The summer of 2013, RAN activists traveled to 25 U.S. cities to train Action Leaders, 
who would then organize, plan, train people, and execute the action in their local 
communities.  Indianapolis was not one of those sites.  Fortunately, Des Moines was 
one.  Also fortunate was the timing—the weekend prior to Iowa Yearly Meeting 
(Conservative) Annual Meeting, which I was planning to attend anyway.  The other 
Indianapolis Action Leaders (next page) were trained in St. Louis or Cincinnati.
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These five returned to Indianapolis as trained Action Leaders.  Although Jim and John 
had worked on Earth Charter Indiana together, I don’t think the rest of us knew each 
other at the time.  We first met via email, then at the local training sessions we held 
for those from the Indianapolis area who signed the Pledge.  What has been 
fascinating to me, as you’ll see in the following, is how this group has formed an 
activist leadership core that has extended far beyond the Keystone Pledge of 
Resistance.
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Over the past two years we have held six training sessions for the Keystone Pledge of 
Resistance, one training session in nonviolent civil disobedience and direct action for 
Indiana Moral Mondays, with more planned, and organized quite a few 
demonstrations in downtown Indianapolis to highlight Keystone.  We have also been 
very involved in forming Indiana Moral Mondays, as well as the other things 
described in the following.
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Raising awareness about the dangers of Keystone, extreme extraction methods and 
the resulting environmental damage is an important part of the Pledge of Resistance 
campaign.  This letter to the editor of the Indianapolis Star was published when the 
U.S. Senate attempted to bypass the approval process.  Here you can also see how 
RAN supports us by spreading the word, in this case via Twitter.
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The climate change letter was written when Indiana Moral Mondays (IMM) was 
launched, to highlight that and the environmental work that will be done by IMM.  
The letter about threatening the environment was written at a time when there were 
an increased number of pipeline spills, and other chemical incidents that 
contaminated water supplies.
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Jon Krieg of the Des Moines office of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
also helped by getting this story published in the AFSC newsletter/website.
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Traveling to Washington, DC, for meetings at William Penn House, and the annual 
meeting of the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), provided another 
opportunity to discuss Keystone.  The fall of 2013 I visited with Nathan Bennett, my 
Congressman’s (Andre Carson), Legislative Director.  After discussing FCNL related 
issues, he asked if there was anything else.  Since FCNL cannot support civil 
disobedience because of its work with Congress, I made it clear that what I was 
bringing up next was not supported by FCNL.  I then described the Keystone Pledge of 
Resistance.  It turned out that Nathan was extremely well informed about the whole 
issue, and we had a very interesting discussion.  I must admit I had been a bit 
apprehensive about talking about breaking Federal laws while in a Congressional 
office building.
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North Meadow Circle of Friends, an unprogrammed meeting just blocks from my 
apartment, has been a great source of support for not only the Pledge, but also IMM 
and many other endeavors.   The bottom left shows our weekly peace vigil in
downtown Indianapolis (where I hold a Stop Keystone Pipeline sign).  The upper right 
shows Kathleen McQuillan, AFSC, Des Moines, visiting us as part of an AFSC regional 
meeting.  And the bottom right shows Erin and Jack Polley.  Erin is the Indianapolis 
AFSC person, and the primary person behind IMM.
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