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4,000 military Installations in the United States,

ranging in size from one-half acre to 920,000
acres. The military controls 24,378,356 acres, more
than the land area of the state of Indiana.

Nearly three-quarters of all DOD-occupied land is
located in the six Western states of California,
Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Alaska.
Western states and Hawali also lead the nation in
terms of the percentage of their land which is con-
trolled by the military.

Twenty-seven military bases are located in U.S.
“possessions.” For example, there are nine major
U.S. bases in Puerto Rico alone, occupying 62,180
acres. The military maintains 309 bases in foreign
countries, covering over iwo million additional
acres.

While many believe military facilities bring
economic benefits to surrounding communities,
more and more people from Hawaii to Maine are
volcing concerns about having the military in their
back yards.

The MX Missile system, which the Air Force pro-
poses to deploy in Navada and possibly in
Texas and New Mexico is generating strong
resistance from man local residents. Governor

The Department of Defense (DOD) operates over

Scott Matheson of Utah predicts that “the influx of a
very large number of people into a set of small
relatively undeveloped, sparsely populated. . .rural
communities will destroy the chosen way of life as It
is now known in these communities forever.”

In recent years, there has been concerted
resistance to the U.S. military presence on Vieques,
a small island off the coast of Puerto Rico. Vieques |
supported an agricultural community before the
Navy claimed more than three-quarters of the land
for military exercises, artillery practice and ammuni-
tion stockpiling. With little land left for agricultural
or other economic development, the people of Vei-
ques turned to fishing. Now the fishing industry
faces destruction from continued U.S. shelling. The
people of Vieques are responding with actions rang-
ing from legal initiatives to direct blockading of the
maneuvers of the Navy.

Land is one of the most essential of our natural
resources. Without an adequate supply, it is difficult
for any society to feed, clothe and house its people.
When land is devoted to military purposes, it often
becomes unavailable for constructive social use.
Thus, it is not surprising that the military's control of
land has become increasingly controversial as land
has become both more scarce and more valuable.
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Under Military Control Under Military Contro!
Rank* State Total Acres Acres Percent !-_?_ank 5 State Total Acres Acres Percent
20 ALABAMA 32,678,400 187,054 0.57 48 MONTANA 93,271,040
19 ALASKA 305,481,600 1,906,762 0.62 43 NEBRASKA 49,031,680
1 ARIZONA 72,688,000 3,891,172 5.35 3 NEVADA 70,264,320 1,1
29 ARKANSAS 33,599, 360 101,752 0.30 18 NEW HAMPSHIRE 5,768,960
4 CALIFORNIA 100,296,728 4,058,599 4.03 11 NEW JERSEY 4,813,440
28 COLORADO 66,485,760 %15, 656 0.32 5 NEW MEXICO 77,766,400 1
45 CONNECTICUT 3,135,360 1,799 o 23 NEW YORK 30,680,960
25 DELAWARE 1,265,920 4,563 0.36 14 N. CAROLINA 31,402,880
7 FLORIDA 34,791,280 711,440 2.04 40 N. DAKOTA 44,452,480 52
10 GEORGIA 37,295, 360 567,483 1.52 37 OHIO 26,222,080 38,037 )
2 HAWAII 4,105,600 239,252 5,55 24 OKLAHOMA 44,087,680 220,420
30 IDAHO 52,933,120 157,261 0,29 39 OREGON 61,598,720
36 ILLINOIS 35,795,200 52,579 0.14 35 PENNSYLVANIA 28,804,480 48,86
16 INDIANA 23,158,400 178,927 0. 77 12 RHODE ISLAND 677,120 1,244 I
46 IOWA 35,860,480 20,045 % 21 S. CAROLINA 19,374,080 2z, ]
27 KANSAS 52,510,720 173,658 0.33 44 S. DAKOTA 48,881,920
18 KENTUCKY 2512 5 162,164 0.63 25 TENNESSEE 26,727,680 151.107
15 LOUISIANA 28,867,840 272D 0.93 26 TEXAS 168,217,600 587,677
41 MAINE 19,847,680 21508 0.10 6 UTAH 52,696,960 1,871.7
8 MARYLAND 6,319,360 128,229 2.02 33 VERMONT 5,936,640
17 MASSACHUSETTS 5,034,880 36,135 0.71 13 VIRGINIA 25,496,320 266, 2
42 MICHIGAN 36,492,160 30,078 & 9 WASHINGTON 42,693,760
50 MINNESOTA 51,205,760 4,518 * 49 W. VIRGINA 15,410,560 2,860
34 MISSISSIPPI 30,222,720 55,611 0.18 32 WISCONSIN 35,011,200
31 MISSOURI 44,248,320 107,855 .24 47 WYOMING 62,343,040

*Ranked by percentage of state area that is conirolled by the Department of Defense.
**Below 0.01 percent

This chart is compiled from data supplied by the Directorate for Information Operations and Reports,
Washington Headquarters Services, the Department of Defense. “Real and Personal Property of the Department
of Defense.” (10 USC 2701), September 30, 1979.

This is the ninth in NARMIC’s map series, The Military-Industrial Atlas of the United States, which documents
the presence of the military-industrial complex in local communities throughout the United States. Our thanks to
lan Lind, Barbara Hoekje and Nancy Strong for their assistance.

National Action/Research on the Military Industrial Complex COpyrjghtJune 1981 by NARMIC  Printed In-house.
A Project of the American Friends Service Committee
1601 Cherry Street Price: 15¢ each; bulk rate, $8/100 Please pay postage.

Philadelphia, :
el e Make checks payable to AFSC/NARMIC.




