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CHARLOTTE PROTESTS: AFSC NC PROGRAM STAFF RESPOND TO THE 

RECENT KILLING BY POLICE OF KEITH LAMONT SCOTT 
Read the full articles and additional reflections on 

AFSC’s blog: www.afsc.org/blogs/actinginfaith. 

 

Just after this article was submitted, another 

unarmed black man was shot by the police on 

Sept. 27 outside San Diego. I hope you read this 

article and recognize that our countrymen of 

color are under militarized police attack. From my 

lens, tax payers should be concerned and 

interested in the rising numbers of unjust fatal 

shootings. Non-interest and non-action hurts 

communities of color. I respect and value law 

officers because I grew up with officers in my 

family. I also respect and find value in a social 

system that lifts up equitable justice, ethics, 

morals and transparency. I encourage you to do 

more; doing nothing is not the answer.  

 

As a Black, educated woman with two male 

children, I fear for their safety when it’s dark 

outside. In the United States, we know 

slavery was abolished in 1865. However, as 

Bryan Stevenson says, “Slavery didn’t end, it 

just evolved.”  Black voices have shouted out, 

“There’s a siege upon people of color, the 

orders seem to be number one: incarcerate 

or number two: shoot to kill.” The shootings 

we see are born of the same root as slavery 

and Jim Crow.  

 

For me there have been many times when I 

think quietly to myself and ask, “Will my 

boys be targeted, will they survive?” I think 

every parent of Black or Brown children has 

similar thoughts. Our nation is in a “State of 

Emergency.”  

 

What is happening in the U.S. with policing 

and communities is not isolated. Militarism 

and racism mix across the globe to oppress 

communities. Resolving the matter is a bit 

problematic when our law officials refuse to 

call these killings a national crisis.  

It is time for law enforcement officials across 

states to take a long hard examination at the 

fatal interactions with community, and claim 

failure. I can’t help but ask, why are so many 

Black Americans killed by the police?  

-Toni Etheridge, AFSC Staff 

 

+++++++++++++ 

 

I was born in Charlotte and grew up there. I 

graduated from West Charlotte High School 

in 1995, a school recognized as a national 

model of racially integrated public schools. 

Sadly, I have watched from afar as my school 

system completely re-segregated again. 

Currently, 1 in 5 schools in Charlotte are 

“hyper-segregated”, where over 95% of 

students are of the same race. 

 

I have friends who have been at the protests 

every night, and their accounts differ widely 

from media reports. Every single person I 

have spoken to tells me that a militarized 

police force escalated the protests, especially 

the first few nights, tear-gassing residents, 

defending property over human lives, and 

turning uptown into a virtual war zone. 

 

I have felt frustrated by conversations with 

some of my white friends and Quakers, who 

seem quicker to condemn looting than the 

killing of Black Americans and who seem 

quicker to highlight the imperfections and 

short comings of this movement developing in 

the streets than the overall goals. Personally, I 

am comfortable putting aside any 

imperfections with this movement and just 

showing up when I can, as best I can for this 

movement for Black Lives. It is an important 

exercise in humility: maybe “they” aren’t 

protesting the way “we” want them to and 

maybe that’s okay. Maybe it’s okay to step 

back and be a presence of unconditional love. 

 

Overall, I am absolutely appalled by our 

nation’s acceptance of police use of force, 

especially against people of color. I believe 

there are ways to begin chipping away at this 

ongoing violence, like demilitarizing police 

forces and significantly increasing de-

escalation techniques. I would like to see 

Quakers - both individually and collectively - 

deepen our commitment to understanding 

and coming to terms with our own implicit 

biases, to ending racism, to stopping the 

increased militarization of our police forces, 

and to ending violence. What does that look 

like? AFSC and FCG have a number of 

resources to help on this journey, and I’m 

pleased that AFSC has recently endorsed the 

new policy platform of the Movement for 

Black Lives and supported their policy asks.  

 

My question is, “What are we as Friends and 

allies of the movement willing to do, willing to 

sacrifice, willing to put on the line in order to end 

this war on Black lives?  

-Lori Khamala, AFSC Staff 

“I raise my voice not so that I can shout but so those without a voice can be heard.” 

~Malala Yousafzai 
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AFSC & PARTNERS HOLD CANDIDATE EVENT 

Find your polling 
place here: 

http://enr.ncsbe.gov/
pollingplace_search/ 

A “Meet and Greet” event with the candidates that High Point voters will see on 

their ballots was held at the High Point YWCA on October 11.  The event was 

organized with the combined efforts of the High Point YWCA, the American 

Friends Service Committee, and the League of Women Voters of the Piedmont 

Triad. Speaking to the audience were District 6 candidates for the Guilford County 

Board of Commissioners, 11 candidates for the Board of Education, and six judicial 

candidates for District Court, District 18.  Full Circle provided English to Spanish 

interpretation.   

 

The event was moderated by Dr. Alixandra Yanus. Dr. Yanus is  an assistant professor of Political Science and co-director of 

the Women and Gender Equity Leadership Project at High Point University. Heidi Majors, Director of YWCA High Point 

opened the evening by welcoming guests and candidates and thanked everyone - those who planned the event as well as the 

candidates and voters who attended. All candidates - particularly those competing for District 18 judicial seats - expressed 

gratitude for the opportunity to be seen and heard by voters. 

-Tracy Nash & Janice Siebert, League of Women Voters of the Piedmont Triad 

 

ARE YOU READY TO VOTE? HERE ARE SOME IMPORTANT DATES! 

Nov. 1 – Deadline to request an absentee ballot 

Nov. 5 – Early voting and same-day registration end 

NOV. 8 – ELECTION DAY (Polls open 6:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.)  

 

On September 23rd, North Carolina Peace Action held its annual Peace Maker award dinner at Highland United Methodist 

Church in Raleigh. Founded in 1986, North Carolina Peace Action originally was named NC SANE/FREEZE and was an 

affiliate of the national group of the same name, founded in 1957. NC Peace Action focuses on building a culture of peace and 

informing the public and policymakers about the menace of nuclear weapons, among other goals. 

 

The main speaker for the evening was Sam Wazan. Sam is a survivor of the Lebanese civil war. He spoke about his own 

experiences of civil war in his home country and why we need to seek peace and work towards creating that world. During 

this event, NC Peace Action honored Quaker House Co-Directors Lynn and Steve Newsom for their work. Quaker House, 

located in the military town of Fayetteville, NC, focuses on advocacy for peace and counseling for enlisted men and women, 

as well as veterans who have experienced war and need assistance moving 

forward. 

   

Their second award of the evening was presented to Tina Bakayoko for being a 

Youth Peace Maker. Tina is a 15-year-old Greensboro high school student 

involved in many local programs, including Elimu Learning Center at North 

Carolina A & T University. AFSC has partnered with Elimu for many years. Tina 

received a check and plaque for her video contribution titled, “Let’s Come to 

Reality.” You can view the submitted video here: http://bit.ly/2evuFnO.  

-Toni Etheridge, AFSC Staff 

NC PEACE ACTION DINNER REFLECTS ON REALITIES OF WAR 

Attendees of NC Peace Action Dinner 

YWCA, AFSC, and LWVPT staff & members 
who planned the Candidate Forum pictured.  
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Voces de Guilford Dreamers is a new group of undocumented high school students motivated by the necessity for equal 

educational opportunity, after efforts from previous immigrant rights group had been ignored. Araceli Garcia-Garnica, Dafne 

Cruz, Dulce Lopez-Alvarez, and Carla Lopez-Alvarez rallied in front of the Greensboro Coliseum on Tuesday, September 

13, during a citywide College Fair in order to  bring attention to the exclusion of undocumented youth from Guilford 

County’s Say Yes program. Say Yes offers last-dollar tuition scholarships to Guilford County students. However, 

undocumented students and DACA students (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) are excluded.  The protest was well 

covered in the media, but a few online comments were offensive. Many expressed ignorant statements such as, “they should 

just get citizenship”. The fact of the matter is that these students and their families have been contributing to the American 

economy and paying taxes– just like every other Guilford County family- without being able to reap the benefits,  
 

Say Yes officials believes that the best the program can do is just refer 

students to private schools offering special scholarships, since these 

students are not eligible to file the FAFSA financial aid received by most 

students in the country. DACAmented and undocumented student already 

begin the college application process with a large disadvantage. The Guilford 

School Board Chairman, Alan Duncan, claims “These are talented people 

and we need to give them the full chance to contribute to our 

communities,” he said to FOX8.  
 

Araceli Garcia sums up sad, harsh reality of the systemic oppression that 

millions of students encounter each year, “I'm sorry but you don't qualify, 

you're not a U.S. citizen, you're just not good enough.” 
 

—Danny Tejeda, AFSC Intern 

“SAY YES” SAYS NO TO UNDOCUMENTED YOUTH 

Chalk drawings of 

the earth, children 

running around 

with balloons, and 

messages of peace. 

The second annual 

Greensboro Peace 

Festival occurred 

Sunday, September 

18th this year.  

It was emceed by 

Wasif Qureshi, the 

former president 

of the Greensboro 

Islamic Center. The goal of the festival was to encourage 

peace and celebrate Islamic culture. It started last year in 

response to a letter asking mosques to be “less visible” in 

Greensboro. 

“Today we attempt to find our local recipe for success, for 

peace,” Qureshi said. “It takes very little hate and violence to 

make a lot of noise. But there’s at least one hundred and 

twenty-five people here. I wonder how far this news will go?” 

The festival had many different speakers of a multitude of 

backgrounds and religious views.  

Sister Maryam Al-Fayed shared her experiences with preju-

dice and violence against her because of her Muslim identity 

and how one attack against her changed her life. “I stand 

here today seeking peace not just for Muslims but for every-

one. I stand here today to bring understanding and peace and 

a more realistic view of Islam,” Al Fayed said.  

“Join me no matter who you are on this mission if you stand 

strong for peace… Muslims have been your neighbors, your 

doctors, your engineers, your drivers, your teachers for so 

many years. We’ve been here, ladies and gentlemen. We’ve 

always been here… Has anything changed or do we coexist 

together?” Al Fayette said.  

As people departed, they discussed peace, shared umbrellas 

to block the oncoming rain, and helped one another clean up 

the area. The atmosphere of peace did not leave with the 

people: it spread through each individual.  

— Kathleen Herbst, AFSC  Intern 

Araceli, Dafne, Dulce, and Carla pictured. 

ISLAMIC CENTER OF GREENSBORO HOLDS 2ND PEACE FESTIVAL 
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First Friends Meeting held their annual 

Peace Festival in Greensboro after their 

Sunday morning meeting. While the sun 

decided to stay away, lots of friends 

came out to share their thoughts on 

peace and unity, through art, song, dance 

and poetry. The day was full of 

performers who shared their symbols of 

peace and love, while different vendors 

set up space for all to participate in either poetry workshops, or face 

painting for the children. Several groups from different communities 

performed and wowed the crowd. The variety of the performers 

displayed our community’s diversity and the thundering applause after 

each performance indicated how well received they all were. Cathy, a 

long time resident of Greensboro who attended the festival 

remarked,  “Peace starts with love, without love we are nothing.”  
 

Speaking with some of the community organizations who set up tables 

and booths to display their many talents as well as services offered 

within the city, I met Sharon Gray the Director of the Animal Rescue 

Foster Shelter, who came to the Festival hoping to make great 

connections with great people.  Another participating organization was 

PFLAG, an organization dedicated to assisting anyone with concerns 

within the LGBT community. I also met with Anna Awartani who spoke 

on Islamic faith. I asked her what message she wanted to convey. “We 

Love you. The core values of Muslims is to respect where you live, 

spread peace, love and care.” she said.  
 

Families enjoyed the fall weather, 

children clapped along with the 

performances, and all experienced a 

greater feeling of community, love and 

peace. 

 -Joy Stokes, AFSC Intern 

FIRST FRIENDS CELEBRATES PEACE DAY 

Greensboro held its annual Pride Festival 

to celebrate LGBT+ culture in 

Greensboro. Downtown was filled with 

vendors, rainbow flags draped around 

attendees, and performers. Stephanie 

Chang, the Director for Multicultural 

Education Department was present on 

behalf of Guilford College. “This was a 

collaborative effort between the Friends 

Center and Admissions and the 

Multicultural Education Department to 

make sure that Guilford was represented 

at Pride. So recognizing that we have a 

lot of LGBTQ+ faculty and members and 

we want to make sure it can be an 

LGBTQ inclusive space,” Chang said. 

  

While there were conservative 

protesters at the start of the street, 

there were also people who joined 

together to protect the attendees from 

the harsh voices. They clapped and 

chanted in order to drown out any hate 

speech so that the focus could be on 

celebration, not rejection. Recently, 

Greensboro was rated as one of the best 

cities to live in because of their attempts 

to be a more inclusive community, we 

hope this continues and spreads in the 

rest of the state. 
 

-Kathleen Herbst, AFSC Intern 

PRIDE GREENSBORO TAKES DOWNTOWN 
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Greensboro Pride Festival  

 

Joy Stokes (Peace & Economic 

Justice) is a Guilford College adult 

student. Joy’s hobbies are 

gardening, mentoring young 

mothers, and she’s a track mom. 

Her professional career spans 

over 20 years of sales experience 

meeting and speaking to people 

and learning their stories. 

Danewrys Tejeda 

(Immigrant Rights) is a 

Rhode Island native of 

Dominican descent. He 

is a Guilford College 

senior majoring in 

Economics and minoring 

in Spanish. Danny is also a Bonner Scholar who 

also is a site coordinator at Latino IMPACT, a 

mentoring and tutoring program. 

Kathleen Herbst 

(Peace and Economic 

Justice) is originally from 

Easley, SC and is a soph-

omore at Guilford. She 

is currently studying 

English and Peace & 

Conflict Studies. She 

enjoys creative writing, 

MEET OUR NEW INTERNS! 


