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Frank L. Rizzo becams Commlssloner of the Philadelphia Law Schc

Police Department in 1967 and mayor of the city in (972 . The
. A
son of a police sergeant with 45 years service, Rizzo joined

the force in 1943 and quickly rose from the ranks. He developed

-~ a tough, fearless image and even when he had climbed the advance-

ment ladder strongly identified with the cop on the beat,

.becoming a symbol of his values and an articulate, if quick-

-~

tempered, vicarious outlet for his frustrations. Rizzo's

authoritarian style of adminis tration, swashbuckling methods/

and insistence on personal involvement in line law-enforcement

_funct ons earned him both affection and reverence among the

fénk~and-file. An ircen~-Ffisted, powerfully-~built man} his
extraordinary physical vitality has frequently found an cutlet
in assaults and beatings of suspects. . He is renowned for his
brutality. One example will suffice here:

«...Like two weeks ago when he qatqered a small audience
of veporters in a corridor behind a City Hall courtroom
and teld them with great glee the story of a man he had
beaten up. He told how he chased the man, caught him,
and finally threw him to the ground.

""Then I come down with the old number twelve!, Rizzo
said, stamping his foolt on the floor, "and the guy ain't
walking right today." Then Rizzo did an imitation of a
man who ca%:hot walk r ight, =T

"?he Techniques of Frank Rizgo ™, Philadelpbia InQuirer

dugust 18, 1¢67. Accounts of Rizzo's heud- ~beating froéi‘"ltles
nay be found in Greg Walter, "Rizzo", Philadelphia Magazine,
July, 1967; permard jcCormick, "God Bless Frank Rizzo!®
Philade lphiae Magazine, August, 1969 and especidllvd -
1873}, chapter IIIJ
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Even before Rlzzo became police commissicner, he experimented with the
levera of power. He became aware early on that playing the part of a Savon~
arola,'the charismatic scoufge of permissiveness and immorality, brought the
headlines for which he hungered as well as an adoring following - first in
the Philadelphié%%%eﬁﬂ‘ fgéﬁmnunity and then among a sizable law and order
constituency whose anxietles, fears and prejudices he echced. In the 50's
when Rizzo was on the rise, he became knovn as "The Cisco'Kid” and "Rizzo
the Ralder'" for his flamboyant faids cn, street gangs, 1llegal bars, prifvate
poker.gamesAand gambling parlérs. Later he turnea his attentibn to raiding

and harassing coffee houses, “head" shops and simllar havens of the counter-

culture.

‘Rizzo's persecution of ?hiladelphia's mildly bohemian sub-culture
demonstrated his feel for the exposed sccial nerves of his constituency. He
also used the schools as a foll for his racism and crusade against "permissive-

ness,"

His most memcrable foray in this sphere cccurred in Novenber 1967 when
schocl officials were meeting with a delegation of high school students to dis-
cuss a demand for é black studiefgnt@ram; An:estimated croﬁd of 35C0 peace-
fully demonstrated on the outside in suppert of the students' demands. But
when Rizzo arrived oh the scene he put driot plan number thr%if into action,
ringing the perlmﬂter of the area with squad cars and unlform/pollce wearing
riding boots and leather jackets. Reportedly on a signal from Rizzo ("get their
black asses") the patrolmen began to beat demonstrators indiscriminately. Min—
isters, school bhoard officials, spectators and students were clubbed. Accord-
ing to the ACLU's Pniladelphia Director, Spencer Coxe, ”I,'myself was fhere
and saw children who were fleeing from the police lying on the ground, each
with three patrolmen beating them unmercifully with clubs.” Scheol Board
President Richardscn Dilworth charged that Rizzo had Instisated wanton police

h '&"*-d}’tﬁ r}’(( _/ﬁ
violence at a time when the demonstration was entirely urder-ihae contesd-of
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thE=EtTmuad.  Every black cormunity leader in Philadelphia denounced Rlzzo's

‘tactics. Although Rizzo's matchless instinct for poliltical survival led him

jod
to take some affirmative steps to appease his critiés, he never tried to hilde

his disgust at the "permissiveness" of the Philadelphia educational establish-

ment. His blood would boil at the mere mention of the name of Mark Shedd;

nationally-known pregressive educator and then school superintendent.

In his swift rise to power, Rizzo showéd‘only perfunctory respect for

professional standards of law enforcement. He was never deterred from attac-

king a target merely because he lacked legal justification and was advised

by his law&ers_his case woﬁld be thrown out in court. Or that even though he
boﬁld count on a faverable lower court ruling from his network of judicialA
sﬁpporters, the case would be lost on appeal. He would nevertheless knowing—
1y proceed without legal grounds because the raid, %heﬁgmg‘ﬁaéion, mass arrests,
harassment, detention and interrogation were in themselves efficient ways of

: b
making the target's life miserable and generating headlines

Rizzo instinctively knew that there was political geld in his blend of
moraiizing and law enforcement. But in corder to extract it, he neéded the
help of the media, not merely as a passive conduit of the "news" which he
could produde at will- a raid followed by a press conference, a reckless court-
ship éf danger, endless outpouring of good gquctes (sometimes regretted or re-

pudiated the next day), an eye-catching picture. 1In Rizzo's favorite Horatic

Alger scenario of the poor kid who "came up the hard way," the press is cast in

!
LT}

"Rizzo Retains Tough Image But Actlons Sofften Criticism,'" Philadelphia Bulletin,
Decerber 12, 1967.

Another notable abuse of professionalism was the conversion . discussed below of
the department’'s civilian defense (CD) unit into a no-holds=barred red squad.



the role of en enthusiastic collaborgtor in an arrangement by which a

- continuing supply of ™news' was exchanged for an equal amount of personal

publicity. No police officer in America has ever wooed the press as ardent-—

o

ly as Rizzo. He systemically cwdtivabed the company of reporters, did them

' favors and even obtained patronage sinecures fér‘them to supplement thelir
bl c

income. And newspaper executlves were his special pets'.'J By the end of the

60's, Rizzo had become an urban folk hero.

o ‘ 7
The best account of Rizzo's relationship with the press appears in Fred
Hamilton, Rizzo (N.Y., 1973), Ch. VI. A Lrief but spirited commentary on the

same subgect may be found in Joe McGinndis'"He'll Always De In Car One" [More]'
Decerber 1971

. b i

“iAs Fayor, Rizzo continued this practice. He has been frequently charged
with using the c¢ity payroll to subsidize his favorite newsmen and to neu-
tralize his press critics. There are no less than 17 media pecple on the
payroll, many of them in high posts calllng for expertise in areas unrelated
to their prior experience. '

[

"gSee Lenora BE. Berson, "The Toughest Cop In America- Campaigns For Mayor Of
Philadelphia," N.Y,Times Magazine, May 16, 1971. As Joe McGinnis writes in
[More] ..."As Rizzo rose through the police department ranks; he learned a
little about journalism too. Particularly that it does you more geod to be
‘friends with the editors than the reporters. By 1367, when he was appointed
commissioner, Rizzo already dad established the habit of a Friday nignht din-
ner each weeK with the two top editors of the morning Inguirer, Socn after,
he reaiized that even editors had bosses and he began his courtship of In-
qulrer publisher (and now ambassador to England) Walter Annenberg. He would
take Anmenberg on nighttime patrols through the city and the publisher, tit-
illated by the experience, would reciprocate with enthusiastic editcorials.
On. those rare occaslons when a critical comment would crop up in a reporter's

story, a guick cell from Rizzo to cne of hls dining companlong generally
straightened the matter out in short order.’



III

During the late 60}5, the police under Rizzo's leadership moved
against a number of militant groups in a series of raids which fused into a
US s /
clear patterm. On infornation.Egp;@&l£§ supplied by a street tipster or
casual informant, the police raid a private residence where they assert-
| edly find explosives, guns or inflammatory litéréture. A torrent of
Rizzo~inspirsd publicity links the ralded p:emises and the seized material
to a small group which, 1t 1s usually suggested, is part of a larger and
more powerful mévement. The front page storia%, under screaming headlines,
guote Rizzo's blood-chlilling description of the plot, miraculously aborted,
and the closeness of the city's escape from destruction. Bail is set at an
astronomical level, but prosecutlon of the culprlts somehow falters. After
ua long delay (months and even years) the back pages of the newspapers whose
front pages had‘originally blazed with reports of the sensational arrests,
limply record that the prosecution had been dropped for lack of evidence, the
disappearance, unavailsbility or unreliability of the informer. Sometimes
the defendants ultimately pleaded guilty te lesser chargeé (usually‘weapons
possession) or one or more of them égé-sentenced on other, unrelated,charges.
When the smoke of a long serdies of raids clearsd aﬁay, a crudely répressive
- pattern was starily revealed. In a group of eleven raid cases, elght were

dropped by the district attorney after the courts suppressed evidence cbtained

by invalid warrants.

The first raid tock place Augudt 12, 1966 when eighty heavily armed
policemen supported by hundreds of back-up men, staged slmultaneous raids on
four premises in'the ghetto area on North Pniladelphia. Acting Pollce Commis-
sioner Rizzo announced that the police had reéeived a tip from an "infor-
mant™ -that the four apartments wefe'neeting places for SNCC, and were being
used as private "aréenqls” (Eulletin, Aug. 13); The ralders were loaded for

ﬁean:

bear



Acting on a tip received three days ago that the
SNCC quarters were f£ilied with 'hoards' of dynamite,
guns, and ammunition, four 2C man squids wearing
bullet~procf vests and armed with machine guns and
other weapons struck the fcur buildings shortly
after midnight, (InQuirer, Aug 12}

A total of nine persons were arrested, some of them at the

time of the raids,‘othexs (who lived in the raided premises)®

gave themselves up later, Six were held in $5C,060C bail,

The raids netted 2-1/2 sticks of dynlmite,-found e
one apartment,'undgr a2 couch, At sﬁbsequent-hedrings, 1t
WJs_established tha; thg dynamite h 2d been'pldced undér the
couch by one of the nine defendants, éirryADawson, Gho
ultimately pleaded guilty to the chgrge of rossession with
intent to use unlawfully., -Dawson ﬁ_men;:lly unstable black

ghetto dweller had hiddern the sticks of dynamite (stolen from a

(o]



- was plotting to dynamite the city: <the raids were "SNCC raids®:

+had its effect:; few Philadelphians whq&

construction Site)'iﬁ'the a§artment;':ﬂatdly 2 world-

shaking business, but Acling Commission?y of Police Rizas,

_ with the support of the media played endless variations

on- the theme that SNCC - and possibly other militunt allies -

"the raided premises were "SNCC headguarters”, and the defendents

were "members" of SNCC. As a matter of fact, SHCC had no

"membership” at thait timé, nor were any of the raided premiscs

“T"headguarters”, The most that can be said was that several

of the defendents were or had been active in SNCC, and the

:ralded premises were occupied or visited by persons active in

'SNCC., No evidence was ever prodﬁced that SNCC or any other

-

organization was implicated in any way in unlawful activity
connected with the dynamite, but Rizzo's brainwashing publicity

«*gm__§_cm.¢.a\3 abs of ¥ o

episode can be convinced that there was no "SNCC dynamite plot.™

After noting that one of the arrested blacks had been
detained in July 1965 in connection with a SNCC demonstration,
Rizzo‘played on the radical ties of all of them:

Rizzo said all four 4are members of SNCC (Bulletin, Aug. 13)

Rizzo said the locations "@re meeting placces and also

sleeping accommodations for members of SHCC, CORE, and

the Young Militants," . (Inquirer, August 14)

All of the cuspects involved in the case, Rizzo said,

have historics of connection with various civil rights
organizations, {Inguircr, dug, 16)

10,



Rizzo said Ealy was ackive in civil rights

movements (sic) in the city and was active in
demonstrations it Girard Cellege...Dawson, according
to Rizzo, was involved in rights demonstrations

at Canbridge, rg,, Chester, Pa., Chicago, and in
Georgia, {Bulletin, aug, 14) '

He was careful to emphasize the gravity of the threat
which hié alertness had thwarted, The explosives he told
the press, "were hot to be used to play spin the hottle";
"the police department and the citizens of Philadelphia can

o ! ' - ab : :

rest easier at night" because we've taken this dynamite from
the hands of irresponsible people,” "~ Other statements in like
vein:

"We established that there was dynamite in Philadelphia

in the hands of several organizaticons. fThe information

was accurate,,,wz did find dynamite” (Rizzo, duoted in

Daily News of August 13),

"Pive sticks of dynamite could reduce Independence

Hall to 2 heap of rubble.” (Rizzo quoted in

Daily News, august 18). '

Rizzo called the suspects "hoodlums who are doing

great harm to the civil rights movenment," (Daily

News, JAugust 16). '

Both Rizzo end Tat2 said they believe a mijor

incident hed been averted by the raid, (Daily News,
- August 16) . '

11.



_ /
v In 1967, Rizzo
discovered the greaﬁ R2M {Revaluticnary Agtion,Movement)

plots. ¢Cn July 27 of that year,

the police raided 2 housse
En thé ghetﬁo, seizéd and confiscated quﬁnﬁities of pamphlets,
manuals and other literature of a grouwp c;llinq itself.the
l“ﬁldck Guard", an alleged‘offShoot cf the Philadelpﬁia RAM,
Qﬁich had long been a f#vori£e CD'targeﬁ.r he raid followed
the.érrgst of six foicers and wembers of thé group. and was
timed with ingpired precisicn: on the vefy:next day,

July 28, 1967, Mayor -Takte proclaimed a "limited emergency"

-{discussed Lolow) which banned public mectings of twelve or

1z.



more, Later Qh, fate mddé 2 televisicn announcement
that the police weré‘segrching for ”Sevef&l large caches

~ of dynamite, rifleé, and pther contrebend"”, hidden by the
arrestea conspirators, develoyw“né which convenlently
‘served @s an answer to thek@idesp£eﬁd demands for an ending

of the "emergency"

The black militants were initially charged with

diso:derly conduct and breach of the peace an , later,

on the basis of the seized documents, with & conspiracy
to incite to riot and related other seditious acts and plots,

Jincluding a, weird super-plot, described in this way by

&

" the police.

"Men were solicited to create a riot in the
‘city of Philadelphia; to commit murder, to
cause public chaos by destruction of private
and public property, literally tc destroy the
city by violence, It was their intention

that once riots started in the city that the
poison would be distributed through theilr agent.
throughout the city for the purposc of placing _
it in the foed and drink that would be lstrlbuted i
gratuitously to policemen assigned to the riot area,"

- In October the Tctentanz took a wilder turn when more

alleged RAM members were seized and charged with pPlotting

‘“/“4 Racists Accused of Cyanide Plot to Kill Hundreds iiera"
«—==. Their bail was s2ot at the rprohikitive figure
$1C,CCC,  "'Black Guard' assailed in Couwt by DAY,
Philadelphia Ivening pDulletin, August 9, 1967,

Pl 2 [ p b (’”MMT o
{ 4Jt@¢w)ubi 2/7 ((,Y 6 / i
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to wynamite public buildinqs and assassinate public

| | - J | .

-foigials, including Rizzo. All these heinous crimes

'weré brought to the a;tehtion of the police by a 22 year
- 0ld former RAM member, Hilton L. JOnes,in a bid for

leniency in a variety of pending-Crihinal céses ané in

-the hope oﬁ averting extradition to Georgia wheré he, faced
‘:§_3G§ear senﬁénce. All_of ﬁhé incitement charges were
Juickly droppé&:‘lThe agitated fhetoric éf the seized
Pamphle#s'could hardly be construed as an incitement to riot,
The other chérges (0f dynamiting and'assaésinationf were

dalso dropped. In exchange the defendeﬂts Pled guilty to

breach of the peace and were placed on 'six months probation

“on that Eharge,

| The poli;e ﬁad‘énoﬁhef gé-aﬁ ﬁgﬁ in November 1968 when

a deta;l from the squad descended on.a house which Lt Qencl
Luap §) /ﬁﬂtﬂjfﬁﬁxd ) . " ) . "
said had been placed unoer surveillance for "a period of time
'las the suspected headquarters of the Black Guard., The police
‘lfound‘in the basement an assortment of wedpons - two rifles,

twe shotguns,. two pistols, mor e than three hundred rounds of

ammunition and gevcral knives - as well as tape reﬂorcero, a

‘J “Cuerilla war Pianned RAM Informer says"™, Philadelrhia
Inguirey, Cct. 16, 1967. ' -
C"DA Drops Case In RAM Plot Ajdlan Police”, Philadelrhia

Bulletin, May 10, (8963,

“Pride At Stake in QAM Hearing"; Philadelphia Inquirer,

Deeember lg, 1967, / )
'-_J FD‘JE%%,H@/ g ! o d i‘?w! N DQ(_/W’% ) ?
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mimeograph machine and three cartons of Maoist‘literatﬁre,
The police said they also found a bullet-riddled Philadelphia
telephone directory indicating that the basement had been
used for target practice, An alleged member of the group,
odell Rogers was arrested and held in the usual high bail -

. ' 1 g | |
$20,00C.CC igwihgﬁwea@e_ Again, the prosecution was
subsequently dropped, This ended the terrible expanding

RaM plot - and RAM itself disappeared from the scene,

"Bail Cut Is Refused Activist," Philadelphia Inquired, November 13, 1968.

15.



In 1969 came the rext in this series of F;oto heralded by

multiple arrests, excited headlines, high ball and ultimately cul-

- minating in reduced or abandened charges, recorded months and years
after the event. On the night of April 9 of that yeér, ten members

of the CD squad, led by Ltf-Gﬁﬁigﬂ Fencl, weadmot=iim=mdt, entered

the apartinent of Steven Fraser and Richard Borgmann, young activist
nembers of the National Caucﬁs cf Labor Ccmmmftee (NC-LC), an offshoot
of SDéTA Armed with a search warrant empowering them to lock for explo-
sives, the detall claimed to discover a can of explosive powder, three
.casings for pipe borbs, six metal plpe caps, a contalner of plastic

explosive known as C-4 and a length of dynamite fuse.

4
During the period covered by this incident the group was known as the
Labor Committee of the SDS.

16.



important clue to Rizzo's mod # operandi, By 1269

many American cities had already exﬁericnccd the full
impact of SDS militance. After the 1968 Days of Rage in
Chicago, the movement began to disinteyrate into factions

which either vanished, went underground or developed new

“structures and programs to implement their sectarian

differences with the falterlrg sDS le dorChlp,ra wedrisomely
famJlJar phﬂnomenon in. the his story of ‘American radicalism,

SDS, even in the days of its flowering, had never been very

strong on the Philadelphia campuses and Rizzo found himself

out of the swim. He needed a confrontation of his very own
with white student militants, &anrd to obtain the greatest
mileage from a raid, the target had to be the SDS, identified
in the public mind with vieclence and bombing, Philadelyhia
\%rtkg _ .
could settle for less than the acticon-filled confrontations
in New York and Chicago. But Rizzo had to make do with a small

splinter group, formed out of the ashes of SDS and doctrinally

non-violent., It thus became neceesary both to invent the plot
: oD now \Sm\m\wﬁ

and to aLtrlbute it to the v1rtually 1ndctlve}€DS Rizzo's

[a QX L\'\f‘\{ §9-Q_!l“§u‘

problern was admirably summed up by Beln“rd Segal,p  ~

lawyers - T
-1n 1969 interview:

"Rizzl\is a 196¢ guy. He's very modern, like the
~guy who wants to be the first on his block to have

a (late model) car. and it bothered him that other

citiecs were having trouble with SDS but Philadelphia

7.



e . - ~ e B manngteT
. S ni2 dezidad tn havne frouizle wiith

Tha Fra ar-porgmann afful" cauﬂ nds our attontion
for ancther réason. It illustrétes what may be called the
serial principle" in bomb plot ménipuiation‘ it would
never dQ to'c;eaté for the press and public two or more
such plots at the same time, The fear engendered by such
'tactlcs mjght escalate into panic and sel —halp epesides,

[ 3 vy;,u.r{ Tauesws _
the ultlnate impact of multiple anandoneﬁ prosgcutions {no

A

f
matter how lonq delayed or muffled) might result in a
permanent loss of credibility. Bomb plots nad to be
“discovered” one at a time, selectively distributed over a

‘range of militant targets, and later burled in the same

serial fashion.:

Quoted in Bernard M“Cormiﬁk, *God Bleas Frann Rizzo!™",
Philadelphia Magazine, August 1969,

J The D had no need to strain to avoid recurrent raids

against the same targat. One raid usually destroyed the
group or hastened 1lts demise,

18



. When - - Lvharaéémeﬁt, bogus arrests and smear
press releases failed to Stop the NC-LC thefe remained only
the tried and ﬁrue'wéaﬁén of the bomb-plot‘ For two weeks,
thepolicelﬁaiﬁtainéd_an aroﬁﬁd»ﬁhe4clock_surveiilance éf
_the FraservBofgﬁann apartment, :Then, followiﬁq thelfamiliai
.1ines of the'bomb plét'script, Feﬁcl‘s meh struck, ”oh a tip'
from_an uhnamed‘infoxﬁant“ that‘exploéiQes ware stored there..
_Atlthe,time of the police entry, F;aser_wasrpresent a;Dng‘with.”‘
: twp_visitpzs;:Borgmann gntereé the apar;ment:and was apprehended
as the poiice were'leaving; ‘The'éearch prégédurelwas oa&, to
say;the least;' Fencl inSisteé éhat‘the twolﬁisiﬁoré remain
seated in the'liQing ;odﬁ und er guara.' But, Ehey‘could hardlf‘
have been considered dangeréus siﬁgé'they weré 5n%y viéitofé:r
indeed theirrcaéés worae drépped after a preliminarf hearing,

Fraser had to c&ase around the {ive reom, ‘two fleoor gpariment

19.
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aitgex tﬁe eight policemcn engagaed in the search., The
.incrimiﬁating explosives were "discovered" in or underneath

a refrigerator in a corner of Ehe kitchen; a2 location which

' énabled the eight policemen to ”find“ rhe coﬁntraband
-~ without being saen sipply by wailing.the corner off with

* their massed backs;lfThen a nmost feliciticus intérruption
;took place:- the outside bell rang announcing a caller,
Frascf's réquést to answer the door waé rejected; a police-
man did the heonors and greeted a television crew from

‘Chan#el 3; KYW-TV, Fraser demanded that the crew leave but
Féncl permitted them to étay and indeed appeared to have been
expecting them. Fof the remainder of the search, they put
themselves at Fencl's disposal filming and reco:dipg only
whaf-the lieuténant a@thorized, Frasery plezded to e allowed
to ptesen£ his éroup's Fosition on,the subject of vieolence for
© telecast but was denied access to the crew on Fencl;s orders,
{Subsequently the defense lawycrs were told by the TV station
that the film, which was telecast on the night of the raid,

hgd pa2n ;ost when they asked to see it for the purpose of
GSihglit_as evidence,) The police also directed the crew's
:attention.to éhe liéter$;nthe apartment including objecticnable
lite:ature'(a substitute fof the drugs which plays a supporting
fole-in the CD's usﬁal weapons and explosives.raidsy, And, par
for the course, the lieutenant took possessicn of address 1lists

of Labor Comaittec members and supporters,

ac
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Rizzo ‘held a press conforence on the day 2fter the

raid and recited his now predictable lines: fThose

arrested "could have caused great grief in the community

and great damage, Feople like this should not be permitted

to rocam the streets", The Commissioner displayad sixteen

photographs of the messy apartment and two separate close-up

pictures showing four paperback novels with titles like, "My

Body 1s Waiting', “Juét_éook“, he said, "at the £ilthy

“conditions in these pictures, They're self-explanatory",

To the fastidious and puritanical chief "£ilthy conditicns"”

"and dirty books were a nightmare of degeneracy, CGiven such

sgualor who needad further proof of guilt?

At the preliminary hearing dn the case, a set of seized

bomb parts mystericusly made an appearance in rolice photographs

-&s an assembled bomb, But even stranger was the police failure

to take fingerprints. The following colloguy between
Dt Budoed ¥

counSElAand Lt. Fencl tells its own stb;y.

=
2L EnEe

[0

Q. ''Did you or any of the other cofficers who

handled these items plck them up either with tongs,
tweerers or with handkerchiefs in corder to pressrve
whatever fingerprints there might be on those cans to
help identify the individuals who had been handling
or having possession of the particular item?”

A, “No;_we éid not,"
Q. "Why not?"

A, "We just did not do it."™

21,



At a
bail hearing Fencl asked for $25,0CC.CO bail for each of the
defendants and ‘asserted that the Labor Committec was part of
an "East Coast Bomb Conspiracy" centering in Boston whose
first Priority was the demolition of national monuments in
Boston and Philadelphia, He added that Fraser had been present
At a Boston meeting of the ﬁebnspiracy" the preceding March..
The court granted Fencl's bail request but on an'appeal which
reduced the bail to 510,CC0 each,-Fencl admitted that he.
really didn't know that such a gathering had ever taken place
let alone that either Fraser or Borgmann attended, all this
happened in the Summer df“1969. Almostf?ﬁ@ years later,

) .- A ‘ - ,}J |

in 1973, the case was dropped on the akteseR groundy that the

_ : he \ ,
pProsecution was unwilling to reveal _ ident ity
Thus ended the great Fraser-psrgmann bomb plok,
o s aWNagad v Feem
\ _ jﬂ__ﬂ g ’ AQP o
. yém
s ‘ 1

g%glate‘1969, the age-old bey-who-cried

wo'lf dilemma was beginning to émerge, Philadelphians,
'éonstantly congratulated by their police commissioner through
~orchestrated media hesarnas on thgir narrow escate fron
‘terrible slaughter and annihilation were bEginniﬁg to weonder  "
whether ﬁhe wholc‘se;ies cf bowb plots were not merely variants
on the same hoéxQLiRe theme.r ﬁut, 1269 it will be recalled,

wag the year of the Panther,
. ' o
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o u$‘;ampaigﬁ of harassment against‘the Panthers -
‘éelectivg law enforcemént, illegal searchiné, arrests on
,prétext, ané police brutality continued throughout 1969
and the spring of 1970, In March of 197¢C, Féncl‘s squad.-
raided anothér "fortresS" in North Philadelphia and arrested
"éleven pc;sons on various charges including burglary and
:violation of-thé Uniform Firearms Act;: Fencl told the
-press that scven of the suspects were members of & group
_“péssib;y allied with.the Philadelphia Black Panther Party;

“and that the other four were “belicved to be members of the

gy oy MO0

U G e

: &y :
‘Black Panther Party." In a public statement dated March 13, 1976
- . . ) F) o
the Philadclphia ACLY remeted strongly: "“Thess arsa ’
irresponsible, and ma2liciocus statements, Irresconsikhloa moaoap

the police apparently do not have the‘fa;ts and use words
like 'Possibly' thus doing makimum damage without rurning
‘Athe risk of being called liérs. Malicious becausé.organiza—
tional affiliatiqns have no ;elevance to the validity of the
"arrest and éharges._ _...The purpose is to sméar an.organiza-

tion not in itself involved in alleged criminal acts..."®

‘By 197C the @ raid, typically triggered bf-the
“probabla causo”'of stgred aﬁms gnd explosives, héd bheocene
the predictable polic§ rogspense to Philadelphia{s militant or
éxtremist politi;dl sector. SNCC,‘SDS, CORZ and Ram had all;

at onc time or anather, been singled out for :his troitming

“2T782i 26 v (Wt Fluletd phic Raict,” Fhte _
- dodphic Bullofin., Nased 1) /150

%5
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-t cdteteble -
- The conirontation came

0 A
when three separate police

-

at 6:0C A.M.., Ncndayf august 31, leO'
teams of gbout 45 héavily armed

police stakeout menyeach accompanied hy 8‘fq'loldetectivos

under CD leadership simultanesusly vaided Panther party offices

on Wallace $treet in West Fhiladelphia, éolumbia Aveﬁﬁe in

North Philadelphia and Quesan Lance in Gormahicwn. A5 4in all of

—

the major Philadelphia raids, Rizzo mobilized a corps of

2y

newsmen and rhotographsrs £o record and rhotograph the

conirontations.

The raids climaxed 4 bloody August weehend in a city,

{\Q-}Q'\ Q‘na.\
already toense and fearful quver a Pdnther«syonsoredk“?eoples‘
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New Revolutionary Convention" scheduled for the

following weekend (September 5 to 7) _ oty
' .r/ﬂ’ ¢ f]fé
'i"‘(\On Saturday

August 29 a péliceman, Sargent Frank Von Colln, was killed

‘and another policeman was injurea in a bungled attempt to

blow up a& police guardhouse in Fairmount Park, Five
suspects were later arrested, Rizzo described the killers
as members of the “Black Unity Council” and "revoluticnaries"

who were members of a national conspiracy to kill policemen,
on Sunday night, in a wholly unrelatcd incident,

two highway patrolmen were shot and wounded by unidentified

gunmen, In the wake ¢of the Sunday shooting of the two

patrolmen, Rizzo called for mere policemen, equipment and

arms-“to‘stop them”, He added later, “ih‘s sedition,

‘This is no longer a crime but revolution., It must EE stopped

even if we have to éhange some of the laws to do it." This

" On another occasion Rizzo exclaimed to newsmen:

Mvhy don't they call us and tell us they want to kill us?
Why don't they tell us they want te have it out? wWe'll
meet them any time, We'll go cn their terms, If they

say they'll have tén men,..we'll go with twe, Do they have
to be cowards? aren't 5 to 1 odds good encugh for them?
These creeps lurk in the dark,..,They should be strung up,

I mecan within the law.,. This 1s actual warfare, I'1ll tell

“you one thing, the Philadelphia Police Department won't
“toleratc it here, if the courts and everybody else do."

Quoted in James Higgins, "Philadelphia pomerang®, Nation,
October 12, 1970.
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ou{burgt was hardly ju?thKEd neither Rizzo or
b bk evev |
anyone eLce barfsre claimed that the Sunday ;haotinq

was the work of-black militants

As a result of the Mdnday dawn raid, fourteen persons
were arrested éhd three policemEn were wounded, none
seriously, ﬁm?*shotgun pellets fired by the Panthers in one
éf the raids; None of thosé arrested, it should be nptéd,
weﬁe ever charged with cdmplicitf in the weekend sthtings.

The fourteen Panthcers were charged with a variety of assaults

~ all of which grew out of the raid, - Only one charge, violation

of .the firearms code, was based on conduct which anteceded

- the issuance and service of the search warrant. Yet the

raids on all three buildings were authorized for the claimed

purpose of obtaining evidence in aid of the police hunt for
o : ‘

-

the fugitive killer of vonColin,

In offering an affidavit of probablg;cause to justify

"the scarcl.,, the police s;resscd the fact that one Alvin Joyner,

an alleged confessed triggerman, had three weeks carlier told

his brother that he had seen guns and grenades at the Panthers'
office., But the police never explained why weapons assertedly.

spotted at the Panther office on Wallace Street Were a reasonable

o 12

ground for the triple raids three wecks later, If these
sty o)A

T Repped” ofy {wthon leapous [ed 4o ‘Qa‘f’!" R ;zog%a }% &{aéff% 470

Subscquently the police retracted thc;r clawm dbout Joyner*s role
and said that he was merely "bragging",

. . ( ' ]
& ' .‘ : :[MG:LW\QJ\ ‘ 5@[?{@««42‘. !}A' }



weapons were indead used in the crime, why should the
criminals return them to the Panther office? It need
‘only be added that none of the weapons yielded by the raids

were linked by the police to the killing.

The justification ﬁor the raids is questionable
on its féce. A more parsuasive but concealed explanation
for the raids is Rizzo's fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁslrage at the Panthers,
- rége whipped to a firestorm by the Voanlln killing,
Pgrhaps the ;learest dermonstration that
. it was a vénéeful fury and not law-enforcement which inspired
Athe.raids ié the manner in which they were conducted and

Rizzo's response to his critics,

WithAréspecﬁ‘to thé wWallace Street raid, the evidence is
“in dispute as to whether the police firét identified themselves
‘and soﬁght_peaceful entry as legally reguired., The
official police version offcred by Lt,‘Fencl is that a CD

officer axed down the dobr'only after entry was refusced, The

21



occupants insict tﬁat tﬁe ﬁoo:bcll was cerorative and

that no =2ttempt was madeg Ey the poiicc to identify

thamselves, A stor? in the fhiladelphia Bullétin pﬁblish?d

© on tﬁe'day of the raid said that zapoxﬁﬁ bmxécé&r T went

to the front docor with an axe, Aftef.hittinq it repeaﬁedly
with heavy b;dws,he Qas unab;e to get through whatlappeared

. to be a series of dersbehind it. At that point cne of the
policemen called o?t: gPolicé, we have é warrant, throw your
WEeapons o-ut.no’N.‘a’t The reporter was latér visited by two police
lﬁvestigators and disévowed.the-prihted versibn as garbled

ﬁy the rewrite désk.v'Bﬁt, the-early hour at which the searches
were made, thg fact that tﬁe raiders were specially choseh-f5r
their mafkmanship and wore bullet-proof wvests and Rizzo's
éaun£ing of a numbér oﬁ Panﬁheré as "yellow" because'thef
'aropped their guns in response to é'police order rathe£ thap
engage in battle.ali suggest that the raids were . planned

d
~ a pretext to provoke a shoot-out.

ﬁlu —
Si;tzhf Philadelph; PUbiic s ,
i ' - 524 LAY -~
retu ?r 3“,197Or "Such remarks Sfuggest a d .unﬂcnt o
Urn to primitive frontiore esire to

- ut‘-’le 1y " ‘e
they are an open invitation tg 3 Justice'.  lMoreover
warfare, o Lo Aansurre

A ACLU noted in a

= .
cLion andg guerilla
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—.This potice misconduct stirred 2

- revulsion which recalled the reaction to the bloody November
1967 police assault on the higﬁ\s;hool demonstrators. Those
who had gneasily accepﬁed tﬁe claims of Rizzo's supporters
ﬁhat after all hg'had-effectively pacified the ghetto were
QWépt b& shamé éﬁd_indignation. It was one of those trauwnas
whiﬁh.bring a perception af the frighteniné meaning of an

 eﬁ£ire cgﬁrse éf conduct, a series of aéts which consideréd

‘separately might be dismissed as ill-advised but well-intentioned,

The vengeful thrust of the raids was confirmed by a
Panthier press release of September 1,stating that the
raiders had not merely removed the guns and amwunition
specified in the search warrant, they cleaned ocut all three
" search sites: furniture, bedding, clothing, file cabinets,
wparty records, and even in some instances refrigerators
and stoves., In a rampage of destruction, they demolished
the ¢inder blocks with which the Panthers had replaced store-
front windows, and knocked out house windows and covered them
over with sheet metal, They evén ripped out pipes in some of
Grenades were also mentioned in the search warrant but none
were ever found, Pistols and rifles were seized, none of which
matched the murder weapons, The law is plain that only those

items can be scized which are listed in the warrant unless there
are other items on the premises which may be the fruits of a crime.

+
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the bathrzoms, They made off with pypewriters,
tape recorders, cameras and a duplicating machine as well

as @ sum of money - estimated by the police at $1,067.CC
. . - ‘ R c o 7
and by- the Panthers at between $1,500.C0 - $1,7CG.GC.

When the Panthers made these chargés, Rizzo denied
- most of them but later conceded the fullAscope of‘their
claims Qhen they were ve#ifigd by the preés."He explained
tQ reporteré that these seizures ekceedéd his ordérs and
added, "I apoleogize for thét". But he quickly correcﬁed
the impression tﬁat he was‘apélogizing to the Panthers, He

had intended, he éxplained, only'to apologize to the reporters
for doubting their word., As for the Panthers, Rizzo made his

views clear in a statement after the raids:

. . "We're dealing with a group of fanatics, yellow
: degs that they are, We are prepared for any
eventuality. We are dealing with psychotics
and must be in a position to take them on., These-
imbeciles and yellow dogs,..we'd be glad to mest
them on their own terms, Just let them tell us
when and where,” &/ a

“1Assistant District Attorney Sprague admitted the illegality
of the search, "The items that were not contraband or
connected with the shooting of vVonlolln or the shooting of

'the police should not have been taken, "

& "Tizzo Orders Return Of Panthers' Property," Philadelphia Bulletin,

September 2, 1970

r7-'j'I*lr1j,5 statement is another revealing clue that Rizzc had hoped te pro-
voke a shoot-out. The Commissioner apparently realized that he had
said more then was safe and subsequently claimed that he had been mis-
understocd. See Philadelphia Bulletin, September 1, 1970.
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In May, 1973, Common Pleas Judge Edward J. Bradley ruled that the.
1970 entfy and search cof the Columbia Avenue house were 1llegal and o
granted the defendants' motion to suppress the evidence obtained .in the raidTJ
- But by that tlme, the Philadelphia Panthers had been enormously weakened.

Thus ended the great Panther plot to assassinate policemen.

P
Rizzo's last plot, before Ee launched his mayoralty drive, appropri-
Aately enough mace him a target, an ingredient of perscnal daneer which i%—
proves the savioi%r;écipe. Cn ionday, November 31, 1970, the Philadelphis
Daily Mews splashed over its front page the headlié%{ "Executlve Probe
Bares Plot to K11l Rizze," underneath a sub-head, "Viet Cong Agent planned
Swap for ingela Davis," appeared a plcture of the Commissioner ang liss
Davis.. According to the story the police were cohdﬁcting a "massive inves-
tigation" of a plot to kidnap Rizzo and hold him hostaze for the blaék

revolutionary. An Orlental "self-professed Viet Cong agent' was the master-

mind {continued next page)

N . ‘ _
"ﬂThe rald on the Wallace Street hous has yet to come to trial.

b | '
All quctations which follow are from the Dally News story.
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of the plot which included

5

firss bombing of a district

police .station apd then poliéé headgquarters, The kidnapping
‘was to be sandwiched between the twé bombiﬁgs and, as‘an L
'alterqative to trading the Commissioner for Miss Davis,

he was to be used "for targetlpractice” in the group's
basement headquartérs. ‘The wily Orienﬁal mastefmind had,
"with the use oflvariogé drugs orgapizcd a 'People's
Liberaﬁion Army' comprisea of a-grouﬁ of militént blacks.‘

to carry out the reported scheme,”

The police had uncovered this hair-raising supcer-plot.
in the course of an investigation of the death of two men
believed to have been assasinated by the plotters because
of their threatened defection. To cbtain evidence the
police “have cecnducted at least eight raids, all cleoaked
in secrecy, in which literature, weapons, ammunition. and
explosives have been confiscated" and stored at police

headquarters. The bombing was schoeduled for Christmas Day,

1970, which came and went without mishap. A Thus ended the

great Oriental bemb~cum-hostage .exchange-dassassination plot,

(?‘Y\\fu ergg\ﬁ R WQ\§Q IR Q\\‘\U\ %m%m;\\s %%‘
Yy o\ o TaAR -’Q\a\;\m Fheeefio

While Rizzo was perfecting his bomb plot-raid formula azainst blacks

he did not reglect radic T
| ;; al white groups. Almost legendary is his pursuit

of a Philadelphia radical, Willlam Bigzin, his miniscule mavenen

) t and its
orzan the Free Press,

2.
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The attack on Biggin and the rree Press gxaanQaily illustrates
the way in which the police, using the Weaponry of "total surveillance"

can Lsolate and squceze a target group and its members in a comple ely

fm)fum.

lawless The paper itself became a high priority target

because of its campaign against police abuses. 'Surﬁillance cars

followed Biggin and his associates to and from the printer and

maintained an all-night watch when the paper was being prepared for

'pfesé. The tabloid's reporters were surrounded at demonstrations by

' cﬁ men who prevented them from circulating, communicating with others

or even observing the demonstration. Editors of the paper were

. /

repeatedly arrested on pretexts and sometimes beaten.

- The pclice moveéed into suré?llance gquarters, in one case across

.the street frem .the Biggins and in another next door to one of their

associates, Roger Taus, a political sg¢ience instructor. They not

“only made thelr presence known, but without a search warrant,

broke into the locked homés of both of them. On one of several

A

occasions when the police broke into Tauée' apartment, they pointed

a gun at him, ordered him not to move and then left. They twice

broke inte Biggin's locked car. They also gave the full treatment of

~/ These and related harassments described in the text are taken
from the undisputed allegations cf a legal complaint, discussed below.
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StatifuﬁrY and moving survéiiléﬁce to David and.iésliE'Groés,

Biggin‘s friends and go—workers.' On cne occasicn, three piainclotheon
meﬁ entered their apartment with é search warrant authorizing them to
seize drugs allegedly kept'oﬁ the premises& They found no drﬁgs

and instead carried away two "subversive" books belonging to the

B

Free Press.

v

'In the summer of 1970, Rizzo let it be known that his May threat

fo "Qet“ Biggin was not idle talk. Rizzo saw Biggin as the leader of

Philadelphia's "hard core revoluticnaries", an adversary whom he

itched to take on. If New York had its Mark Rudd, Chicago its

: e
Rennie Davis, Berkeley its Jprry Rubin -- well,Philadelphia had their

equal in Biggin. He would, in man to man combat, have it out with
this master ideological criminal, this “creep" ...

. p : )
Rizzo moved in for the show--down at the pass by feeding tq;%eam

" of Bulletin reporters material from CD files about Biggin and all of

his associates. One of the reporters was Albert Gandiosi, subsequently

- - \ ’n_af'bﬂ
the manager of Rizzo's mayoralty campaign andﬁpereafter aﬁéuﬂa%L? d/

Ar

in the administration. On July 28-30 Bulletin ran the end product
N ,

of this collaboration, a detailed sensational series called "The

New Revolutionaries" which made no attempt to conceal its "law-

-enforcement" sources. The range of the l0-article series can bhe

gleancd frdm the headlines:
"Head cf Rebel Paper is C;ntral<Figure in New Left Here"
"100 Here Called Hardcore‘Revolutionaries"
"Youné Activists Scorn Old-Line Communism"
"Visitor Reports Talk of Bombs in Dowclteon®
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"Powelton Man benies.éharges Abous Bembs"

"City Social Worker ﬁavid Gross ﬁoubles as Free Press Staffer"
"SDS Member is Veteran of 10lst Airborne Service"

"Petite New-Leftists Studied fecr a Year in England”

“Dougherty High Dropout is a Free Press Editor®

“Free Press Ne. 2 Men Asseils Bicentennial"

For all of the police hias reflected in the seriesg, there was

only onse specific charge of violence or law-breaking, a "confjyssion"

" by one.Terry Caldwell, a drifter from the west coast which claimed

that early on July 1970, he had been regquested by Kenneth Mobezxg,

a psycholegy instructor and a leader of a neighborhood group to

" teach a class in techniques‘for detenating explosives and f%TQ

“mark ..on a map selected targets for destruction. Biggin was dragged

into the plot by allegations (in an affidavit‘to support a raid
wll f’{ .
application jointly by the FBI and CD} that he, aleong with
Moberg, were reported by an informant to be listed amdng Caldwell's
"contacts" and, in the langbage of the affidavit "are knoen to
associate with militant action groups whose avowed purpose is the

destfuction by the use of explosive devices of representativevtargets

of the present system of governmental establishments." (gic).

-?ﬁu{TLéq,_
Not only was the raid qute ' but Caldwell told the
raiders, "I talk too much. T've learned a good lesson to keep my

mouth shut., I d%ﬁ't think they were going to blow anything up. They
were all intellectuals". After interrogation by the ¥BI and CD,

Caldwell was told to leave the city and he swiftly departed. What

. the police failed to reveal, and apparently did not want Calduwell
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- because his wife was pregnant and he was eager to leave the city.

Lo L. wal, Ls that he nad gizpusd /\siatemcnu Linp i CaUiil] Moban g an

wiliua

"his group under duress. After he left town, he transmitted a

repudiation of his initial "confession" in which he said:

"The police made it clear to me that if I signed the

' statement then they would notjlefer charges against me
for possession of the few grains of marijuana they claim to
have discovered somewhere around the apartment bullding"

He further explained that he had signed the original statement

_/

-

Rizzo disputed the contention. that the entire affair was a friine—up
and insisted that Caldwell was nct a police plant and that he
| |_neithes)

had "confessed" voluntarily. But the fact 1is tha%hgoberg nown

Caldwell was ever charged with law violation in connection with this

incident. &And the labored attempts to enmesh Biggin as’ a secret

conféderate of Caldwell's cmacks of one of the CD's most overworked

gambits. This ended the great Caldwell-Moberg bomb plot.

But Rizzo's pressures bore fruit. The printer who was named
in the newspaper series refused to print any more issues of the
Free Press. A principal advertizer was phoned by the police and

warned to stop buving space in the Free Press. Thejbrcalls were
{‘ﬂ'\b_é:\ {v\%

supplemented by the inti presence 0f police cars outside the

establishment., Several other regular buyers of advertising space

followed suit. Two activiks were fired, one from a city job and the

other from a publishing house. Temple University terminated Biggin's

Dv-deg §ifw]

scholafship and a proceeding was initiated, allegedly at the insistence

/' Mobnrg strongly denied the charges and incisted that he was

opposcd to violance and did nob zupport the use of explosives.
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of Rizzo,'to deport Blggin, a Canadisn national.
After the Panther raids at the end of August, 1970, Rizzo made
it cleér that he was ready for the final Philadelphia is-net-big-encugh-
for—both—of—us duel with Biggin. In a public statement he proclaimed
that Biggin and the Free Press were "more dangerous than the Panthers."
Bigzin could ﬁardly afford to ignore the emerging signs of a bang-up
raid. He and his collective had only barely §§caped a bomb-plot raid
- based on what a "highly reliable scurce” had told Rizzo about the March'
} meeting and thut it was only a matter of time béfore another.”highly
reliable source" would 5ring him information which would enable him to
save Philadelphia frem 2 holocaust by a preventive raid which would ad-
minister the coup dengziFe to the groug aiready almost wiped out by har-
assment., The Iree Pfess desperafely sought legal Sanctua:y and.in Nov—
eﬁber'its attorne?ﬁ, David Kairys and Peter Gale, appllied to the federal
court for protecticn against police harassment. At a trial the court
upheld the allegations of systematic police harassment of Biggin and his
group and issued an order barring police from further interfefence with
the excercise of rights of asscciation and expression. In late 1971, the
plaintiffs were forced to file a petifioh seeking to have the police ad-
Judged in contempt of the court's original order. And, in the fall of
1972, after Rizzo had long since ascended to the maycralty, the police
department through its counsel signed a consent decqee which in these
words banished the spectre of another bombnplothﬂlﬂ C{:
The police wili net enter thelhomes of the plairt{iffs
ror limit their freedom of movement, withcut a warrant,
unless such warrantless action 1s preceded by the exis-
tence of sufficient evidence that will support a warrant-
less entry of limitation of freedom in accordance with
the provisions and application of the Fourth Amendment of
the Constituticn of the Undted States. The police wilil

not harass plaintiffs or viclate any of thelr rights guar-
anteed under the Constituticn of the United States.

-
"Rizzo Charges Plot Against Police,nPhiladelphia Evening Bulletin, Sept.1,1970

£



Rizzo's tactiés inevitablyg included a variety of intelligence tech-
niques in additicn to those already described. The entire spectrum of
protest groups was infiltrated by CD undercover informers; the tapping
of telephones was routine as was survejllénce in unmarked cars. Here is
a description by Attorney Jack Levine of the manner in which meetings were

monitored:

"The police bring the works, pertable tape recorders, movie

and still cameres, and cameras that appear to be television
tape cameras. The Civil Disobedifmcee officers bring the tape
recorders to all the public gatherings and indoor meetings,
which they attend. At the indoor meetings, they sit very un-
obtrusively in the audience with the recorders on. Occasion-—
ally members of the audlence draw attention to the fact thay
they are there with their tape recorders, and when that is done
they frequently get up and leave." J

| An extraordinaryrexhibition of Philadelphia'slsurveillance practices
wés presented to the American public in the NBC telecast, “FirstATuésday”
of June 2, 1970, in which Rizzo played the leading part with Fencl in a
supporting rele. There on the televisicon screen a peaceful demonstration
is pictured. PFencl and Rizzo arelengaged'in identifying the participants
who are also being photographed by police cameras on closed circuit tele-

vision. Fencl enlightens Rizzo gbout the dramatis perscnae. Rizzo ob-

serves of one picketer. '"That little girl over there, she's at all these

4
Outdoor photography is discussed in greater detail below.
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' demonstrations, "
Fencl replies, “iedh we got her name" and he.then proceeas
to identify by ﬁame six Otherldemonstrators. lAs we are jolted
by the specfacle of police'officialé engaging in public
surveillangg'of peaceful protEStérs and visibly’p£96ninq

‘themselves on their ability to identify their subjects - a

" boastful reassurance to the viewing audience that in

Philadelphia nothing escapes.the Argus—eyed police - we ére
again shocked by films of the files of dissenters many with

their names showing on the screen. MNow Fencl takes over,
1)

- | ava e i |

his voice aglow with t¥e pride’

"Wle have made a record of every demonstration that
~we've handled in the city of Philadelrhia and-
reduced this to writing, first by report and then
taking out the names of persons connected with the
different movements, We have some 18,000 nzmas and
we've made what we call an alphabetical file, Wwe
.make a 5 by 8 card on each demonstrator that we

know the name and so forth that we handle. This

card shows such information as the name, address,
picture if possible, and a little run down on

the pexzon,,.which group ht pickets with and so
forth., Alsc, on the back of the card, we show the
different demonstrations, the date, time, and
location und the groups tl'at the person has picketed
with, We have some 600 different organizaticns that
we've encountered in the Philadelrhia area, We have
such organizations as the Klu Klux Klan, which we,,.
dS you ¢dn scee, we have gulitle a membaorship there,

And all the way over to the other extrome, the left
organizations such as the &S and so forth, The most
active one right now is the SPS organization., .both
the Labor Committes, the Weathcrman orgeanizations and
‘a lot of the peace groups dre extremtly acrive at this
time,, . the Student Mebilization Committee, the Friends'
Peace Committee, Quaker Action Groups and so ferth.'
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It is not merely tﬁat there is no legal
justification for the surveillance and compilation of
the names andlassociatibns cf in@ividuals who are engaged
in a non-violent protest, Vﬁhat is extraordingry here,
- : . is that two police officials f‘

.compoﬁnded the impropriety of their

surveillance by publicly exposing their targets, without ~

bothering to ask for their consent of course, to & nation-wide
audience under circumstances which inevitably-invite the public
condemnation cof their activities - else why would the police

be so eager to identify them?

/

< L~

. 17 And what about the- - 18,002
file car/ds\.?) | - o I S
.'Many ct the cards were compiled from conventional

goufces: press clippings, l;cense plates, photographs,
informer reports, schooi and university, employment, credit,
medical and related records, in&estigative interviews with
landlorxds, friends,'taxi drivers; partents; etc, But the nost

fertile source of the 18,0C0 cards was, until 1971, information

extracted from those held at police precinctsa.
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1;he police routinely

mc‘ ot atioan VEGLAVLY at’é
filled out an "Intclllgence Summary’ from all persons

e e YT

taken into custody while engaging 1in unpopular.political
activities, Tﬁe completedlforms inclgded_suéh information
as “o;ganiéations“ to which the subject belonged, his
-political affiliatioﬁs; the people he associated with, his

V , - . - \G'U-‘M Qﬂ(‘/e.u/‘.. MMLJ/L,
religion and his education., The police

0 the questions - the Intelligence
__,/. HOM | | ‘ .
Summary not only ’ T > persons arrested in connection
. . - rowae
" with criminal charges but also those merely taken

into custody and SuDSGQUEﬁ£ ly réleased without any chaLgeﬂ

being lodged against them, These.individuals wgre told that -

they would not be released until they cocoperated and were

‘,oféen held in police cﬁstbdy fof substantial pericds of tiﬁe

for thislpurpose Indifiduals who were placed under 2rrest
S\ aut

and refused top, the Intel}lceﬂce Suﬁmary were then charged

with resisting arrest,

In the course of the 1nterrogation to flll out the blanks
in the Intelligence Summary, the police made it a practide of
indicating to the-subject of the intcrrogation‘théir dislike for
and oppositién to his political views, They also-s?resséd £hat

it was necessary for police purposes to know about his membership

0.



in unpepfular political organiczcations and made ro bones
about the fact that they war2 maintaining c<loce surveillance

and obSﬂrvatlon over tha sub Oh*'s rolitical acgtivities and
| -&h,ﬂe%ueSTED

J
warned hlm that unless héé}9 “~1 information hée would be

faced with further criminal charges such as resisting arrest,

This Inﬁelligencé Summary was copcéived fof the express
purpese of building doséiers. In-the'late si%ties the -
dragnet detention and arrest became commonplace in Philadelphia
mass arrésts (from three to thirty) were routine and individual
ha?agsing ("investigatory") arrests‘even more so - especially\
for'Panthers.yho weré usually detained on a pretextAfrom a
half hour to three hours and then geleased, Every such arrest
or detenticn which could he plausébly‘rela£ed to a political
or “éause" activity became‘the kasis for compiling an
Intelligence Summary, retained in the files even if no arrest

was made,

Here is a representative account, by a member of a
peace organization of how this procedurc operated:

"Well, when we were arrested at that time,

they brought us into a room and began taking

pictures of the people there, Then they sat

everybody down and asked them a whole series

of questions, including what organizations we
belonged to, what religion we were, nat ionality

and so on, And it became apparent right away

that this wasn't part of the normal booking procedure,
but was recally an intelligence system, And a number
of us refused to answer the guestions and those of us
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&
who refused were charged with risisting arrest,
which is really strange. Sane of the people at
the demonstration refused to go to the paddy wa-
gon and went limp and had to be carried and, be-
cause so many pecople were arrested, the police
were at a loss o who had walked and who hadn't.
S0 they declded to charge those people who dldn't
answer the questions with resisting arrest. In
other words, the punishment for refusing to an-
swer the questions was resis{ing arrest even though
there were people who by thelr behaviour might be
considered to have been resisting arrest whe
weren't so charged.

In 1970, the Philadelphila ACLU sued to restrain the use cof the In-
telligence Summary as unconstituticnal. In June 1971, as a result of the
sult, the Police Department agreed to abandon the use of the Intelligence
Summary .

X

Inevitably Rizzo's abuse of power gave rise to strong cpposition.
His punitive response to the'oppositionwis an integral part of the in-~
telligence formula for obtalning power, Rizzo's use of pelice surveill-
ance flles is 1lluminated by the context of.this response to which 1 now

turm.

In the spring of 1970, thirty-two Philadelphia groups organized
COPPAR;(Coalition of Organizations for Police Accountability and Responsi-
bility) to combat oppressive practices by the pclice. COPPAR held its
meetings at the Spring Garden Community Center supported in part by the
United Fund. In 1971, the Center's director who requested a $50,000.00
cbntribution was informed by the Fund that Rizzo had called and demanded
that the Center be denied all financial support because COPPAR was per-

mitted to meet there and the director had become Moo involved" with COPPAR.
The director was told that he would receive nc funding unless he disasso-—

ciated himself from COPPAR.
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CbPéAR‘s co~chailrman Floyd Plattén Qas employed by
the city Water Department but was removed from his job, without
being fired, ?ﬂd given no duties for‘a period of nine months
until a Federal court ordered that he be restored'ta his duties

because he had been denied a statement of reason for his .
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treatment, Not that the police were not vigilant in

searching for reasons, During the period of his idleness

Platton was frequently trailed by CD cars, He also

_ learned that Fencl's file on him had been turned over to

his superior and his phone tapped. COPPAR office phones

were also tapped and the police watching project, Operation

- Alert, organized'by«COPPAR's'co~chairman'Mary Rouse was

infiltrated by a CD informer, while participants in the
program were regularly identified from license plate
numbers, On oné occasion, a police informed confessed that
the police used a pretext that Mrs, Rouse's life had been
threatened to trail her and prevent her from participating
in a demonstration against police 2buse, Mrs, Rouse,
herself a former employee of a Philadelphia detective agency,
has described police surveillance practices against herself
and her organization in a television-program:

"Well, it's just gone from cone thing te the other,

from stationary surveillance on my house and cénter

to moving surveillance of myself and people who

visit my home, the censure of my mail, the tapping

of my telephone and all kind of threats, you know,

when you can hear teletypes going in the back of

the conversation, ™

Rizzo hias not only triod to make life difficult for

his organizational foes but also for individual lawyers who,

in their prefessional capacity, oprose the police, There i 2o

-
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o clty in the United States where legal advocﬂcy on behalf
‘of minorities and the poor haf heen under such preqsures -
iy é /Ly,{jc v1[ fO/r’Cf%
~ surveillance,-&Raedrs and abuse naf%@wm%mﬂak§§§§&“t*235 by
L .

lower court judges who Hwwe permitted themselves to

- become instruments of Rizzo's program of reprisal,

_The 0EO-funded Community Legal Services was subjected

to constant pressure because it undertook the defense of

‘the rlghts of victims of police abuses., Its phones were
-, - Dyvisr
tapped by the Iﬂterﬁa]nwecurltf of the police department

Q“kg 5o 47) , ,
'unde{AInspector ’ i and Rizzo tried by an appeal

to.washiﬁgton, to cut off its funds. Similar tactics were
used in 1967 toﬂkill a law suit filed in response to the
ﬁovember police éttack onrhigh school demonstratorsAaireaﬁy
aiséussed} The?Commissioner firét charged that one of the
lawyers was a Commpnis£ and called washington-to demand that
. the 0FO sponsorship of_the law sﬁit be withdrawn. A second
‘lawyer suddenly found himself in tax trouble and a third was
faced with trumped-up charges of receiving stolen goods, The )
Communitﬁ Legal Service hé;fbeen the target of repeated
attempts at infiltratioﬁTJ
_Rizzo‘invariably trigg to.attack his critics as
subversive, forlexample, he let it be known that Spencer nge

the energetic director of the Philadelphia ACLU, cone of Rizzo's

o}

Priladelphia's United Fund was attacked by Rizzo in 1969 because 1t helped
support agencies which hired lawyers, in Rizzo's words, "to take us on"
and thus demorallrzed the nollce,
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ldngwtime qritics, had cnce been in Communist China. In
11969 thé Lawyers Qommitt&e for Civil Rights Uhde:»Law
an-American Ba% Association committee formed iq 1963 at
Preéideﬁt Kennedy's sugéestion, learned that the police
were taking.individuals off the street against théir will
to participate in line—ups,‘ A vyoung lawyer, Alien Kleiﬁ
' voluhteefed tb-work_on the lawéuit. In accordance with
common practice.in cases of thié soxrt, others ”simiiarly-
situated" ~ (i.e., young blacks who had'also been
shanghaied by the police for this purpose) were invited to
paxﬁicipate in the suit if they wished. Rizzo commenced
a_campaién bf é:éssure againstKléinin’behind the scenes
sessions withltﬁe Philadelphié Bar establishment, kIn-

'dune of l970lhe came out in the'open énd notified the press
that he had sent to the District Attorney's éffice a lengthy
;iﬂvestigative file chérging that-Klein had violéted the
éanoﬁs of-professional ethics prdhibiting solicitation of

' pfofessional émployment and "stirring up strife and
‘_}itigation." ' In August a Baf Committee rejected the charges

and in September 197C, Federal District Judge Harold Vood
. g : . Vi -

banned the practlcegxiiwugéﬁéulnﬁ %w&.ﬁhqu;u4j ,
Mpar to Probe fizzo Charge of Solicitatien®, Philadelphia
Bulletin, June-24, 197C.

"Lawyers S%Bmd'{irwaon Pubkl i¢c Service issue“, Rulletin,

August 6, 1970; “"pPglice Fnyjoined on Forced Line-up”,
Hew York Times, September 10, 1970, o
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It is
' : - _ A2 A
that during his term as Commissioner, Rizzo

the CD file collection ds a against police

weapon
Afut..
critics and his political enemies, impertant function
of the CD squad under Rizzo was to monitor CrlthS of the
police, Here are two accounts of this activity, 1In one
case in 1967 a man distributing literature for the
Consumers' Party was called a "hblack nationalist” by a
police officer., The ACLU wrote to the Police Commissioner

on his behalf but received no reply. A week iater, the

complainant on returning home found eight mambers of the

CD squad inside searching his belongings. They had no

warrants and explained that they had come in response to a

~revort of a fire of which there were no signs on the premises.

A second incident 1s described by n_torqey Jack J. Lev1nek

"During the latter part of April 19
p:hlic attention was drawn to an incid
e

e \
years ago during which fOL 12y police Commissioner,
Pranik Rizzo rhysically struck a demenstrater at

. the State 0ffice Building, #r, Rizzo was accused
" by the Governor and State Attorney General of having
~violated the law in apprehending cne Eugene Dawkins,
During the public debate over this incident, a number

of concerned citizens held an informal hearing to
hear witnesses to the be eating descrike what they saw

of the incident.  The meeting was held on May 13, 1971 .

at the First Unitarian Church at 2125 chestnut Streest,
and the hearing panel included Lois Forer, Esq.;
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. Dr, William Camp {(Director of Friends Hospital
and former PonnSle:nia Commicsicner of Montal -
Health) ; William Welfeld ’ (fresident of Retail
Clerk's bnion);,and rRev, Wycliff Jangdharrie
(birector of west Philadelphia HAACP),

As the meeting began, I saw a man who I believed
to be a police officer and meomber of the D Sjuad,

I approached him, identified myself, and asked him
whether he was an officer. He looked at me, and
very nicely explained that, neo, he was not a rvolice
officer:; ves, he would likowise object if undercover
police were present because he himself had been ]
mistreated in the past by a police officer. Ha gave
his name as ‘'Taney' or 'Teaney' and said he works
‘in the credit department at it Brothers', I
apologized to him for my suspicion, and tegether we
agreed that uncercovar police at a meeting of this
sort would be unwarranted and a disgrace,

on Tuesday, dAugust 10, 1971 at about 1 P.M., I
observed the same gentleman sitiing in 4 police
vehicle on a plainclicthes detail at 1Sth and Chestnub
Streets, I approached him and asked him if he were

a police officer, He replied yes., I asked him his
name and he replied 'Taney’',

Rizzo's ruthlessness in stifling criticism of the

departmaent was-a clue to a similar modus orerandi in the

.

corriders of power. During his term as Police Commissioner

Rizzg placed important police functionaries in other city

- departments, He waged a campalgn against judges who dis-

pleased him, warning them that would single them out by name’
and ‘'work against thcir re~election 1f they did not change what
he considered to be an overly permissive attitude toward

defendants and the sentencing process., When a ¢ity councilman
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took a public stand against him he leaked his dossier

through a rightuwing organization in the Philadelphia area,

one of Rizzo's long time antagonisgs is
Richafdson Dilworth a prominent Philﬁdelphian} lawyer, banker
and former Mayor who it will be :ecailed clashed with the
vengeful Commissicner'ébout policiﬁg the vublic schools.

Now read this collequy (en the CBS telecast, Under Surveillance,

"December 23, 1271} between photo-journalist David Schoumacher

and Dilworth:

Schoumacher: And while the authorities claim...files -
' are never used to hurt anyone, there's a

‘man in Philadelphia who disputes that,
123 South Broad is one of the best addresses
in the city's financial district, the
address of the law offices of Richardsoen
Dilworth, one of the city's wealthiest
and most influential citizens, former Mayor,
director of a bank, until recently president
of the school board, and leader of the
Establishment or not, still the subject of a
police dossier, compiled, he says, by then
Commissioner Rizzo,

Dilworth: The police under the Cocmmissiconer ccllected

" dossiers, I'd say, on thousands of ¢itizens,
He has boaiasted in meetings, cne of the
meetings with us, that he had as complete files
on the people as Mr, J, Edgar Hoover does,

At one of our school board meetings where the
Mayor insisted the Police Commissioner be
prescent, toward the end of tho mecting the
Commissioncr very ostentatiously threw a
number of files on the table and said, " 'Ifve
got enough on every onc of you,' pointing

at us - '
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hournachey:

Dilworth:

Schoumacher:

Dilworth:

Schoumacher s

Dilworth:

Schoumacher:

Dllvorth

Schoumacher:

Meaning whom?

Meaning ‘the members of the Board

of Education -~ ‘to run you ocut of the
city, '’

Well, what was your reacticon to that?

Qur reaction was not to say a single word,
We just looked at him in absolute silence

‘and some astonishment,

Well, do YOu believe that those files

that he throw on the desk were in fagh

files on you and some of your fellow
school board members?

I think they were, Yes, I'm sure he's gect

‘a file on every school board member,

Did he threaten to use thosa files in
an attempt to influence your vote?

No, I think this was just to make it plain

.to us that unless we sort of f=211 in l*ne
" and ceased criticism of the Cowmissicone

and his methods in the schools that we
would regret it,

Although another member of the school
board privately confirms Dilwerth's story,
Rizzo insists it's not true,

Extraordinary pressures by Rizzo on his opposition

‘ brought an angry response in 1969 from four local civil

At

rights and legal groups who dencunced Mayor Tate, Rizzo and |

N

lIarrington for "a concerted campaign to place the police above

the law and to prevent the poor from being represented bv leg
Py poi - )

: _ R o
counsel"/ *Public statement dated July 2, 1269, quated in

197C¢, “City of Big Brotherly Love".

Conmoneal, May 1,

i—
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The conventional use of files to discreéit
/-”ieft—wihgers.and to handicap the public airing of their

causes, S

e _ . is
. pervaslVL in Philadelphia, Tﬁe files are used nct only as
j4W{C&§cQQ&LﬁVM? R

a means of combatting lecal leaders but a warning to
“outside agitato;s“; When Rizzo bECame cémmissioner, the
Pﬂiladelpbia ghetté was in turmoil, He ?rom?gly told the
press tha£ he was prepared for the outéide agitatorgf,“lf
one of these agitato;s comas, he'll Se'taken on and taken
on quickly.;.And he may be very sorry he came to Philadelphia,,."®
He.made if_éll very clear a£ a later-meeting of ‘a media
executives; '"If-Stokely carmichael comes to to&n, we're

 ready for‘him. We've got a whole roomful of tapes on

this guy as evidence," And not afierward when he tangled
with lecal NAACP head, Cecil Moore, he assured reporters
that he had the same kind of "tapes" for ‘use iﬁ a showdown

with Moore, ' - C S

The quotatiens are frem Bernard MeCormick, "God Bless Frank Rizzo," Phila-
delphia Magazine, August 196G,
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