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6 son o f  a  p o l i c e  s e r g e a n t  w i t h  4 5  s e r v i c e ,  Rizzo  j o i n e d  

U 
the f o r c e  i n  1943 and q u i c k l y  r o s e  from t h e  r a n k s .  H e  deve loped  

C 
Y 
a, a tough ,  f e a r l e s s  image and m e n  when h e  had c l imbed t h e  advazcc-  

ment l adde r  s t r o n g l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  cop  on t h e  b e a t ,  
m 
rl 
; . becoming a symbol o f  h i s  v a l u e s  and an a r t i c u l a t e ,  i f  qu i ck -  
a, 
U 
U 
.r( tempered,  v i c a r i o u s  o u t i e t  f o r  h i s  F r u s t r a t i . o n s .  ~ i . z z o '  s 
g: 
0 0 
U r- 

I a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s t y l e  of  adi~~in5-s t r a t i o n ,  swas l~buck l ing  inethocis 
@Id 
0 u 
.d N Z , and i n s i s t e n c e  on p e r s o n a l  involvement  i n  l i n e  law-enforcement 
ai . . 
m a ,,~. 

0 2 ; f u n c t i o n s  earned  him bo th  a f f e c t i o n  and r e v e r e n c e  .among t h e  
c m 
m 
.d u 
& m rank-and- f i l e .  An i r c n - f i s t e d ,  p o w e r f u l l y - b u i l t  man, h i s  
k k  
c b"a 
8 $ extraorc2i.nary physi .ca1 v i t a l i t y  h a s  f req. lc?nt ly  found a n  c u t l e t  
.d z 
Li , . 
m .. 
$ 2 i n  assaui . i :s  and b e a t i n g s  o f  s u s p e c t s .  . i-le i s  renowned f o r  h i s  

b r u t d l i t y .  One example w i l l ,  s u f f i c e  h e r e :  

. , , .Like two weeks ago when h e  g a t h e r e d  a s m a l l  a u d i e n c e  
of r e p o r t e r s  i n  Fi c o r r i d o r  beh ind  a  c i t y  H a l l  cour t room 
and t o l d  them w i t h  g r e a t  g l e e  t h e  s t o r y  of a  man h e  h a d  
b e a t e n  up. iie t o l d  hmg he chased  t h e  man, caugh t  him,  

! and f i n a l l y  t h r e w  him t o  t h e  ground.  

"Thcn I come down w i t h  t h e  o l d  number twelve" ,  Rizzo 
s a i d ,  s tam;~lng h i s  f o o t  on t h e  f l o o r ,  "and t h e  guy a i n ' t  
walking r i g h t  today .  " Then d i d  a n  i m i t a t i o n  of a  

V .. 
man who c a p n o t  walk r 

J . . . -- 
" T h e  Tec:inic;u6s of Frank Rizr ;oM,  P h i l ~ d e l ; 7 . h i a  ~ ~ q ~ i ~ e ~ ,  
~4u:gust l a ,  1G67. .lcco:~nts of R i z z o ' s  hf . id-be2t ing Froc! . i7<i t i es  
may be founr? in r e  1 ,  " ~ i z z o ' ~ ,  ~ h i l d d c l p h i = .  1.1.)~ lzine, 
J u l y ,  1367; Cer r?  3rd :,icCorrnick, "God B l e s s  Fr .rnl< r , izzo ( , 
h i p  i n  . iuq~:s t ,  1569 dne  esp-.cj.Ally 
Fred Ii-lmi.ltoil, "Rizzo" , (X.Y-  , 1973) , C h ~ p t e r  111. 
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Even before Rizzo became police comission::r*, he exycrimented with the  

levers of  power. He became aware ear ly on that playing the  p a r t  of a Savcn- 

a m l a ,  t he  cha r i smt ic  scourge of permissiveness and i m m r j i i t y ,  brought the  

headlines f o r  which he hungered as u~el1  as an adoring follo-yini: - f i r s t  in 

the  and then m n g  a s izable  lai a i ~ d  order 

constituency whose anxiet ies ,  f ea r s  and prejudices he echced. In the  50's 

when Rizzo was on the r i s e ,  he becarne knovm as "The Cisco Kid" and "Rizzo 

the  W d e r "  f o r  his flamboyant r a ids  on s t r e e t  g~mgs,  i l l e g a l  bars,  p r i ~ a ' c e  

poker garres and gambling parlors .  l a t e r  he turned h i s  a t t en t ion  t o  raiding 

and harassing coffee houses, "head" shops and similar havens of the counter- 

cul ture .  

-R lzzo t s  persecution of E)hil.adelphia's mildly bohemlan su5-cult- 

d e m v t r a t e d  Iris f e e l  f o r  the exposed soc ia l  nerives of  his constituency. He 

&so used the  schools as a f o i l  f o r  h i s  racism ai ld crusade against "pelmlissive- 

ness." His mst m m r a b l e  foray i n  t h i s  sphere occurred in IJoverber 1407 when 

school o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  m e t i n g  with a delegation of high school students t o  dis- 

> 
cuss a denmd fo r  a black studicy program. An 'es t imted  cro?"rd of 3500 peace- 

fully demorlstrated on the  outside in support of the  s tudents '  delrands. Rut 

when Rizzo arr ived on the scene he put " r i o t  p lan rimer t h e "  i n t o  act ion,  i -v 
ring.% the  perimeter of the  area with squad cars and uniform/police wearing 

r id ing  boots and lea ther  jackets.  Reportedly on a signal from f i zzo  ("get  t h e i r  

black asses") the patrolmen began t o  beat demonstrators indiscr i rrhatel j r .  bIin- 

i s t e r s ,  school board o f f i c i a l s ,  spectators and students were clubbed. Accon3- 

ing  t o  the ACLU's Philadelphia Director, Spencer Coxe, "I, ~ s e l f  was there  

and saw children who we1.e f lee ing  from the  pol ice l y k g  on the  gmund, each 

wit11 three pa t roben  beating them m r c i r u l l y  ~ i t h  clubs." School Bowd 

President Iilchardson Oilworth charred t h a t  Piizzo had i n s t i r a t e d  wanton ao l i ce  - 
. ~ 

violence at  a tire when the  demnstrat ion w a s  en t i r e ly  



'ci-EG"G2::quad. Every bl.aclc c o i d t y  leader  in Philadelphia denounced Rizzols 

t a c t i c s .  Although Rizzo's matckless i n s t i n c t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  survival  l ed  him 
'3 

t o  take some a f f h t i v e . s t e p s  t o  appease his c r i t i c s ,  he never t r i e d  t o  hide 

hls d i s w t  at the " p e ~ s s i v e n e s s "  of the  Philadelphia educational establ ish-  

m n t .  H i s  blood would b o i l  at the  rnelu: mention of the  name of I.&zrk Shedd, 

nationally-kliovm progressive educator and then school, superintendent. 

In his swif t  r i s e  t o  power, liizzo showed only perfunctory respect f o r  

professional standards of' 1,~iir enforcent?nt. He w a s  never deterred from a t tac-  

khg a target  merely because he lacked l ega l  j u s t i f i ca t ion  and w a s  advised 

by his l awyers , l i s  case would be t b w n  out in  court .  O r  t h a t  even tho~@'I he 

'could count on a Saucr&ble lo~ver- court ru l ing  h m  h i s  netv~oric of jud ic i a l  

supporters, the case would be l o s t  on *peal. He would nevertheless kno-q~ing- 

ly proceed withbut lega l  pounds became the  r a id ,  %~~arLzz&ion ,  mass arrests, 

harassrrent , detentl-on and interrogat ion were i n  themelves e f f i c i e n t  wa.ys of 
bJ 

making the t a r g e t ' s  l i f e  miserable and generatirig headlines. 

Rizzo ins t inc t ive ly  h e w  tha t  there WEE p o l i t i c a l  gold i n  his blend of 

moralizing and l a w  enforcerent. But i n  order t o  extract  it, he needed the  

help of the media, not merely as a passive conduit of the  ''nev~s" vrhlch he 

could produce at w i l l -  a r a id  followed by a press conference, a reckless  court- 

ship of danger, endless outpouring of good quotes (sometimes regre t ted  o r  re- 

pudiated the next day), an eye-catching p ic ture .  In Rlzzo's favor i te  Horatio 

A l ~ e r  scen,wio of tlie poor ldd  who "cmc up the  hard way," the  press is cast  in 

'lI.zzo Retains To@ hng But Actfons Soften Criticism," E'idladelphia Bullet in ,  
December 12, 1967. 

9Anothe~ notable &use of professionalism was thci conversion discussed below of  
the  department's c iv i l i an  defense (CD) uni t  i n t o  a no-holdsi-barred red squad. 



t h e  r o l e  of an en thus ias t ic  col laborator  in a11 arrangemnent by which a 

continuing supply of  "news" w a s  exchanged f o r  an equal amunt  of personal 

pub l i c i t y .  No pol ice  o f f i c e r  i n  Pmericahas  ever vwed the  p re s s  as ardent- 
w I. 
-dl 

l y  as Rizzo. He systemically cu l t i va t ed  the  conpany of  repor te rs ,  d id  them 

favors  and even obtained patronage sinecures f o r  them t o  sup3lement t h e i r  

u 
income. And newspaper executives were his spec ia l  pets? By the  end of  t he  

6 o 1 s ,  Rizzo had become an urban foUc llero. 

5 
Tne bes t  account of Rizzo's re la t ionsh ip  with the press  appez-s in Fred 
Hvnilton J Xzzo  -- ( N . Y . ,  1973), Ch. V I .  A b r i e f  but s p i r i t e d  com.eiitary on the 
same subject  I T ~  be fouqd in Joe I~IcGinriisl"Helll Always 3e In Car Gne" [MOPS] 
December 1971. 

' 9 A s  !byor, Rizzo continued t h i s  p rac t ice .  He ha? been frequently charged 
wi th  using the  c i t y  payrol l  t o  subsidjze his f avor i t e  newsmen and t o  neu- 
t r a l i z e  his press c r i t i c s .  There a? no l e s s  than 17 media people on the 
pay ro l l ,  nmy of them in high pos ts  ca l l i ng  f o r  exper t i se  in ares m-e la t ed  
t o  t h e i r  p r i o r  experience. 

!i! See Lenora E. Berson, "The Toughest Cop I& Arnerica.Campaigns For Playor O f  
Philadelphia.," N . Y  . T h s  I r~gzzine,  Dky 16, 1971.. As Joe l4cGinrG.s m i t e s  in 
[More] . . . " A s  Mzzo rose timu& the  po l ice  departnent ranks; he l e a ~ e d  a 
l i t t l e  about journalism too. Par t icu la r ly  t h a t  i t  does you nore s o d  t o  be 
'f'rienCs with the ed i to r s  tim the repor te rs .  By 1967, when he was appainted 
conmissioner, Mzzo almady dad es tab l i shed  the habi t  of a Friday night  dip- 
n e r  each week with the two top e d i t o r s  of the  mming L r u i r e r .  Soon a f t e r ,  
he rea l ized  tha.t even ed i tors  had bosses and he began h i s  courtship of In- 
qillLrer publisher (and now aqbassador t o  -land) 'Walter Annenberg. He would 
t ake  h e n b e r g  on n i a t t i m e  p a t r o l s  through the c i t y  and the  publ isher ,  tit- 
i l l a t e d  by the e x ~ e r i e n c e ,  would recipimcate with en thus ias t ic  e d i t o r ' f l s .  
On. those a - e  occasions rii~en a c r i t i c a l  comment would crop up in a repor t e r ' s  
s to ry ,  a quick c a l l  f r o m  Mzzo t o  one of his dining companions generally 
s t ra ightened the matter out in shor t  order." 



Cur im the  l a t e  60 Is, the pol ice  under Rizzo's leadersizip ~noved 

against  a nmber of lni l i tant  groups i n  a s e r i e s  of  r a ids  which fused i n t o  a 
(-4 SCQL (/ 

c lea r  pa t te rn .  On information . S + p ~ &  supplied by a s t r e e t  t i p s t e r  o r  

casual inforrrant, the pol ice  r a id  a p r iva t e  residence where they asser t -  

edly f i n d  exj losives ,  guns o r  inflamnatory l i t e r a t u r e .  A t o r r e n t  of  

Rizzo-inspired publ ic i ty  l inks  the  raided premises and the seized m t e r i a l  

t o  a -1.1 -up which, it 'is usually sugeested, i s  pa r t  of a l a r g e r  and 

4 
more powerful movement. Die f ront  page s t o r j  ex, under scremring headlines,  

quote Rizzots  blood-chilling dcser ipt ion of the p lo t ,  mir~.culously aborted, 

and the  closelless of the c i t y ' s  escape from destruct ion.  Bail i s  s e t  at an 

astrono~nical  leve l ,  but prosecution of  t h e  c u l p r i t s  somehow f n l t e r s .  After 

a long d e l w  (months and even years) the  back pages of the newspapers whose 

f ron t  pages had originally blazed with repor t s  of the sensat ional  a r r e s t s ,  

l h p l y  record t h a t  the prosecution had been dropped f o r  lac!< of evidence, the 

d i sappeamce ,  unavai labi l i ty  o r  u n r e l i & i l i t y  of the i n f o m e r .  Sometimes 

.the defendants u l t i n ~ t e l y  pleaded N l t y  t o  l e s s e r  charges (usually vreapors 

i S 
possession) o r  one o r  m r e  of them ~4 sentenced on other, unrelated, charges 

When t h e  smke of a long se r i e s  of  r a ids  cleared away, a crudely repressive 

pa t t e rn  was staritlg revealed. In a group of eleven r a i d  cases,  e ight  were 

dropped by the d i s t r i c t  attorney a f t e r  t h e  courts suppressed evidence obtained 

by inva l id  warrcwts. 

The f i r s t  r a i d  took place Auguit 12, 1966 when eighty heavily armed 

p o l i c e n ~ n  sueported by hundreds of back-up men, staged siii~ultaneous r d d s  on 

four premises i n ' t h e  ghetto area on North Philadelphia. Acting Pol ice  Connis- 

s ioner  Rizzo announced t h a t  the pol ice  had received a t i p  f r c l n  an "infor- 

mant" . that  the four apartments viere meeting places f o r  SNCC, m.d were being 

used as pr ivate  "arsenals" (Bul le t in ,  A L ~ .  13) .  The ra iders  ;.rere loaded fo r  

6 e w :  

bai P 8. 



Acting on a tip r e c e i v e d  t h r e e  d a y s  ago t h ~ t  t h e  
SXCC q u d r t c r s  were  f i l l e d  w i t h  ' h o l r d s '  of  c ? y n ~ v . i t e ,  
g u n s ,  and cir:nunition, f o u r  2C. man squ;?s wes r ing  
bu l - le t -proof  v e s t s  2nd armed w i t h  machine guns and 
o t h e r  weapons s t r u c k  t h e  f c u q  b u i l d i n g s  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  midnight .  ( I n q u i r e r ,  Aug 12) 

A t o t a l  o f  n i n e  p e r s o n s  were  a r r e s t e d ,  s o n e  o f  them a t  t h e  

t i m e  of  t h e  r l i d s ,  o t h e r s  (who l i v e d  i n  t h e  r a i d e d  p r c x i s e s j '  

g a v e  themse lves  up l 3 t e r .  S i x  were  h e l d  i n  $5C,CCC b a i l .  

The r a i d s  n e t t e d  2-1/2 s t i c k s  o f  d y n l n i t e ,  f ound  lr./ 

o n e  apa r tmen t ,  under a c o u c h .  A t  subsequen t  h e d r i n g s ,  it 

was e s , t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  d y n ~ m i t e  h ~ d  b e e n  p l - i c d  undcr t h e  
. . 

couch b y  o n e  of t h e  n i n e  d e f e n d a n t s ,  B i r r y  D Ydson, who 

u l t i m l t e l y  pleaded g u i l t y  t o  t h e  c h ~ r c j e  o f  ~ o c s c s s i o n  v i t h  

i n t e n t  t o  u s e  unl l ; \ r Iul ly .  b-ivison a n l e n t ~ l l y  u n s t a b l e  bl - ick 

g h c t t o  d w c l l c r  h ~ c !  h idden  t h e  s t i c k s  o f  dynami t e  (stole; :  f r c n  a 



. . . . ,  . . . , 
~ o n s t r u c t i c n  s i t e )  i n  khe apor t .ment .  i lar 'd ly  a wor ld-  

With  t h e  Suliport o f  t h e  ir,edia play*@ endless v a r i a t i o n s  
. . 

, . 
o n , t h e  theme t h a t  SNCC - and p o s s i b l y  o t h e r  m i l i t a n t  a l l i e s  - 
w n ~  p l o t t i n g  t o  dynamite  t h e  c i t y :  t h e  r a i d s  were  "SNCC r a i d s " :  

t h e  r a i d e d  p remises  were  "SNCC h e a d q u ; l r t e r s U ,  and t h e  d c f  e n d e n t s  

. . w e r e  " m e n ~ e r s "  o f  SNCC. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  SMCC h z d  n o  

"membership" ~t t h l t  tims, n o r  were  any o f  t h e  r a i d e d  p r e m i s e s  

" h e a d q u a r t e r s " .  The most t h a t  can be s a i d  was t h a t  s e v e r a l  

o f  t h e  def enden t s  were  o r  had been a c t i v e  i n  SZJCC, and t h e  

r a i d e d  p remises  were  occup ied  o r  v i s i t e d  b y  p e r s o n s  z c t i v e  i n  

SJCC. No ev idence  was e v e r  produced t h a t  SNCC o r  m y  o t h e r  

i- Ld o r g a n i z a t i o n  was i m p l i c ~ t c x 3  i n  m y  ~ 3 y  i n  unl31v'f u l  a c t i v i t y  

connec ted  w i t h  t h e  dyndmi te ,  b u t  R i z z o ' s  br?iinwashing p u b l i c i t y  

. . 

' 

~ - 9 &  . ... ~ ~ c a u n f ~  e$ +-he 
. hadz  i t s  e f f e c t :  few P h i l a d e l p h i a n s  w 5  

' "4 
e p i s o d e  can b e  convinced t h ~ t  t h e r e  w a s  no "SNCC d y n a ~ i t e  p l o t . "  

Z&ter n o t i n g  t h a t  o n e  o f  the  s r r e s t e d  b l a c k s  h ~ d  beeii 

, dc t - l i ned  i n  ~ u l y  10G5 i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a S:L'CC d c n o n s t r a t i o n ,  

Rizzo  played on t h e  r a d i c a l  t i e s  of  a l l  o f  them: 

Rizzo s a i d  211 f o u r  dre merrhers of  SKCC ( B u l l e t i n ,  Aug. 13) 

R i z z o  s a i d  t h e  1 . o ~ - t i o n s  " a r e  meet ing  p l a c c s  ind ~ j l s o  
s l e e p i n g  ac'comx~.od .it i o n s  f o r  rnenbzr s o f  SLqcC, CORE, and 
t h e  Young i ' l i l i t ~ n t s . "  . ( I n q u i r e r ,  August 14) 

1\11 of  t h c  suspects involved i n  the c - i s c ,  Rizzo s l i d ,  
'have 1 1 1 . s t o r i ~ l ~  of c a n n c c t l o n  w l t l i  V-1rious c i v i l  r l g l i t s  
o r g h n i z h t i  ons .  ( I n q u i r e r ,  A L I ~ .  1 G )  



~ i z z o  s l i d  El!y w d s  a c t i v e  i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
movenfnts ( s i c )  i n  t h e  c i t y  2nd wels  a c t i v e  i n  
de inons t r a t i ons  it Gi ra rd  C o l l c ~ c . .  .Drdison, d c c o r d i n g  
t o  R izzo ,  v!as j-nvolved i n  r j . g h t s  d e n o n s t r ~ t i o n s  
a t  Carrbriclge, tb. , C h e s t c r ,  P a  Chicago,  and i n  
Georgia .  ( B u l l e t i n ,  Aug. 14) 

H e  was c a r e f u l  t o  e r n p h ~ s i z e  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  

which h i s  a l e r t n e s s  h ~ d  t h w a r t e d .  The e x p l o s i v e s  h e  t o l d  

t h e  p r e s s ,  "were  n o t  t o  b e  used t o  p l a y  s p i n  t h e  b a t t l e " ;  
. - 

" t h e  p o l i c e  depar tment  sad t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  P h i l l d e l p h i a  can 

r l  

r e s t  e a s i e r  a t  n i g h t "  b e c z u s e  we've t a k c n  t h i s  d y n ~ n i t e  f rom 

t h e  11ands a f  i r r e s p n s i b l e  people .  " O t h e r  s t d t e r n e n t s  i n  l i k e  

v e i n :  

"We est  i b l i s h e d  t h a t  t l i c r e  :.JAS d y n - m i t e  i n  P h i l ~ d e l p h i a  
i n  t h 2  hanc:s o f  s e v c r l l  o r ~ j l n i z  i t i o n s .  T ~ I E  i n f o r m ~ t i ~ n  
was dccu rd t e . .  .vie d i d  f i n ?  dyn l n i t e "  (I?izz.o, quo ted  i n  
D a i l y  News of August 1 3 ) .  

" F i v e  s t i c k s  of d y n ~ n i t e  could  r e d u c e  1nde;cndence 
H a l l  t o  3. heap  of rubb le .  " (R izzo  quo ted  i n  
D a i l y  N w s ,  August 15) . 
Rizzo  c a l l e d  t h e  s u s p e c t s  "hoodlums who a r e  d o i n g  
g r e a t  h a r n  t o  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  mve:nent. " ( D d i l y  
N e w s ,  . h g u s t  1 G )  . 

Both ~ i z z o  and  Tat.? s a i d  t h e y  b c l i c v c  s n l j o r  
i n c i d e n t  had  been a v e r t e d  by  the r a i d .  ( D a l . 1 ~  PTews, 
August 16) . 



1 
I n  1967, Wzzo 

- - 

d i s c o v e r e d  t he  g r e a t  R a I  Act ion  1,;3vement) 

p l o c s .  On J u l y  

i n  the g h e t t o ,  

manuals 2nd. 

"Glack 

t imcd .wi t l i  inspired p r e c i s i o n  : on t h e  v e r y  nex t  d a y ,  \ 
J u l y  2 0 ,  1967, ,hIayqr T a k e  proc ld i r%~?d.  a " l i m i t e d  emergency" 

~- 
(r2is:usscd L3lo::ij , i.i'!~ich b .Inned p u b l i c  !ncctin'; s o f  tv ic lve  or 



more. L a t e r  on,  T J t e  m ~ d e  t e l e v i s i o n  an!nouncsment 

\ . t h ~ t  t h e  p o l i c e  were  se . \ rching f o r  " s e v c r a l  l a r g c  c a c h e s  
I 
,I 

of dynami t e ,  r i f l e s ,  and o t h e r  c o n t r d b ~ l n d " ,  h i d d e n  b y  t h e  

a r r e s t e d  c o n s p i r a t o r s ,  d development  which conveniently 

served  ds an ansvler t o  t h e  F i d e s p r e ~ d  dem3nds f o r  an ending  

of t h e  " e m e r g ~ n c y  ". 

The bllcl: m i l i t m t s  were  i n i t i a l l y  cha rged  w i t h  

d i s o r d e r l y  conduct  3nd breclch o f  t h e  pe;ice and ,  l n t c r ,  

on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s e i z e d  documents ,  w i t h  a  c o n s p i r a c y  

t o  i n c i t e  t o  r i o t  and r e l a t e d  o t h e r  s e d i t i o u s  a c t s  and p l o t s ,  

inclucling a, wei rd  s u p e r - p l o t ,  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  way by 

the police. 
', . . 

"Men were s o l i c - i t c d  t o  c r e a t e  a r i o t  i n  t h e  
c i t y  of P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  t o  co?:,mit murder ,  t o  
c a u s e  p u b l i c  chaos  b y  d e s t r u c t i o n  of ? r i v a t e  
ancl p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y ,  l i t e r ? . l l y  t c  d e s t r o y  t h e  
c i t y  by v i o l m c e .  It was t h e i r  i n t e ~ t i o n  
t h a t  o n c e  r i o t s  s k a r t e 3  ir. t h e  c i t y  t h a t  t h e  
po i son  vrotllci b e  distributed "rouqh t1:fir agen t .  
t h roughou t  t h e  c i t y  f o r  t!ls pur,-osi' o f  p l a c i n g  

. it i n  t h e  food ar.d d r i n k  t h z t  ..tmul.d b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  d 
g r a t u i t o u s l y  t o  p o l i c e n e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  r i o t  a r e a , "  

I n  Oc tobe r  the ToteT-tanZ took  a  w i l d e r  t u r n  !.'hen n o r e  

a l l e g e d  RX.1 members were  s e i z e d  and charged w i t h  p l o t t i n g  

J " 4  R a c i s t s A c c n s e d  o f  Cyanide  P l o t  t o  K i l l  I i , ~ n d r e d s  iier*" 
. T h e i r  b a ' l  was s z t  a t  t11c pro 'n iki f  i v c  f i g c r s  

S l C , C C C .  . " 'B lack  Gu=rc!' Assailcc!  i n  Cour t  b y  DA", 
Philai!elpi>ia P ~ e n i n g  ~ u l i c t i , n ,  August 9 ,  1567, 

' . PI--- 



to , , n d i n l t e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and a s s a s c i n a t e  17~1bl ic  

. . d 
o f f i c i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i izzo.  :I11 t h e s e  h e i n o u s  c r i n e s  

were  brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  pol i .ce  b y  a  2 2  y e a r  

o l d  former  RAi.1 member, H i l t o n  L. J o n e s , i n  a  b i d  f o r  

l e n i e i l c y  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  pending c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  and i n  

the  hope  o f  a v e r t i n g  e s t r a d i t i o n  t o  Georg ia  where  he,, f a c e d  

. '. 
a 3 G  y e a r  s en t ence .  A l l  o f  t h e  i n c i t e a e n t  c h a r g e s  were  

. . 

q u i c k l y  dropped: The z g i t a t e d  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  s e i z e d  

pamph1et.s could h a r d l y  b e  c o n s t r u e d  as ari i n c i t e m e n t  t o  r i o t .  

T h e  o t h e r  c h a r g e s  (of  dynami t ing  and a s s a s s i n a t i o n )  w e r e  

a l s o  dropped. I n  exchange t h e  d e f e n d e n t s  plec! g u i l t y  t o  

b rcac l i  of t h e  peace  and were  p l a c e d  on  ' s i x  nmnths p r o b a t i o n  

- . o n  t h a t  charge.  . . 

.~ ~ -. 

The p o l i c e  hzd a n o t h e r  go a t  RM! i n  November 1368 when 
.& ..- 

' a d e t a i l  from t h e  CD squad d e s c e n l e d  on  a h o u s e  r jh ich  it. J e n c l  
$9 f l - Q - d ~ ~ . C t  J 

been p laced  under s u r v e i l l a n c ~  f o r  ' ,a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e "  

a s  t h e  suspec t ed  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  Blaclc Guard. The p o l i c e  

found i n  t h e  basement an a s s o r t m e n t  3 f  Weapons - two r i f l e s ,  

two sho tguns ,  two p i s t o l s ,  more t h a n  t h r e e  hundred r o u n d s  03 

a!;..:nunition and s e v e r a l  k n i v e s  - a s  well a s  t a p e  r e c o r e e r s ,  a  . I 
"Cuer  i L l a  War P l a n n e d ,  !;N.l i n t o r x c r  S;l./sM, P : \ i l zdc l ch l a  A 

Inquirer, O c t .  16, 1967. I 

" D t l  Dro1)s Casc  In  R,\I.l  ]?lot , i g . c ~ i n c t  Po l i c e " ,  P h i l a d e l g : ~ i ; l  
B u l l e t i n ,  Nay 1.0, L965. 

. . 

" P r i d e  A t  Sf-ake i n  RAM ~eacing"', P h i l a d e l p h i a  m q u i r e r  , 



mimeograph machine and t h r e e  c a r t o n s  o f  Maois t  l i t e r a t u r e . .  

The p o l i c e  s a i d  t h e y  a l s o  found a  b u l l e t - r i z c l l e d  P h i l ~ d c l p h i a  

t e l e p h o n e  d i r e c t o r y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  basement  had  bcen 

used f o r  t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e .  ;in a l l e g e d  member o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  

ode11 Rogers  w a s  a r r e s t e d  and held. i n  t h e  u s u a l  h i g h  baj.1 -' 

A .  Y '  
$20 ,OC iG .  C O  w . s * e .  Again,  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w a s  

subSequent ly  dropped. T h i s  ended t h e  t e r r i b l e  expanding  

XI114 p l o t  - and RW? i t s e l f  d i s appea rc f i  f rom t he  scene .  

A 
"BzL1 Cut Is fiefused Activist , I 1  Fhi1Wel~lfia Inqu i r e6  November 13, 1968. 



In 1969 cane the next in this s e r i e s  of o t s  heralded by f3- 
multiple a r r e s t s ,  excited headlines, high b a i l  and u l t ina te ly  cul- 

nilnating in reduced o r  abandoned charges, recorded n:onths and years 

a f t e r  the  event. On the night of April  9 of tha t  ye&, ten  members 

of the  CD squad, led by Lt . As~ :p  Fencl, +~;~.&a-&=:;~krt~t, entered 

the apartinent of Steven f i a s e r  and Richard E o r ~ ~ ~ ,  young a c t i v i s t  

m r b e r s  of  the  Natio12z.l Caucm of Labor Co~mfittee (IJC-LC), an offshoot 
J 

of SDS. Armed with a search w a r r a n t  empower in^ them t o  look f o r  exp1.0- 

s ives ,  the d e t a l l  claimed t o  discover a can of explosive pov?&r, three 

casings f o ~  pipe bombs, six net& pipe caps, a container of p l a s t i c  

explosive known as C-4 and a length of dynai-fite f i s e .  

i 
D r i n g  the  period covered by t h i s  incident ,  the  p u p  was l n o ~ m  as the 
Labor Cornnuttee of the SDS. 



The L7rascr-130rq1:lann bond-, p l o t  s u p p l i e s  a  h i g h l y  

'i .;) impor tan t  c l u e  t o  R i z z o ' s  BY 1963 

many American c i t i e s  had a l r e z d y  e::perienced t h e  f u l l  

impact  of S?lS m i l i t a n c e .  A f t e r  t h e  1368 Days o f  Rage i n  

Chicago,  t h e  movement began  t o  disintegrate i n t o  f a c t i o n s  

which e i t h e r  v a n i s h e d ,  went underground o r  deve loped  new 

.. . s t r u c t u r e s  and prograins t o  implement t h e i r  s e c t a r i a n  
. 

d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  f a l t e r i n g  XIS l e a d e r s h i p ,  a  rgearisom'ely 

famj.li.ar phenomenon in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  American r a d i c a l i s x .  

SDS, even i n  t h e  days  o f  i t s  f l o w e r i n g ,  had n e v e r  been  v e r y  

s t r o n g  on t h e  Ph i l ac l e lph ia  c a m p s e s  3nd Rizzo  found h l m s e l f  

o u t  o f  t h e  stlirn. Ke needed a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  v e r y  own 

w i t h  w h i t e  s t u d e n t  m i l i t a n t s .  P~7.2 t o  o b t a i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

m i l e a g e  from a r a i d ,  the  t a r g e t  h s d  t o  be t h e  SDS, i d e n t i f i e d  

i n  t h e  p u 5 l i c  mind w i t h  v i o l e n c e  and bombing. P11iladell:hiz 
k ~ ~ d i t  

c o u l d  ' , e t t l e  f o r  l e s s  t han  t h e  a c t i o n - f i l l e d  c a n i r o n t a t i o n s  

i n  New York &id Chicago. But Rizzo had t o  make 2b w i t h  a  s m a l l  

s p l i n t e r  g r o u p ,  formed o u t  of  t h c  a s h e s  o f  m S  and d o c t r i n a l l y  

non-v io l en t .  It t h u s  beam n e c e s s a r y  b o t h  ' t o  i n v e n t  t h e  p l o t  
a,-,& c-,==u '\ s-\i%\ c& 

and t o  a t t r i b u t e  it t o  t h e  v ' i r t u a l l y  in ; lc t ivekTS.  ~ i z z o ' s  
. . 

-. . -  - 
S Qhc.1 O h 9  ~ $ f h <  ' 

pro,blen was admirably  summed up b y  Bernzrcl S e g a l ,  J 
l q ~ y e r  s 6- . 

- i n  1369 i n t e r v i e w :  

h 
"Rizzo i s  a  196': guy. , I I e ' s  v e r y  ~:,ocicrn, l i k e  t h e  
q u y  \4ho v i , l n t s  t o  Sc t h e  f i r s t  or, h i 2  bloc!: t o  h , l vc  
il ( l a t c  1::adcl) c a r .  ;ind i t  'uotlicrccl h i m  t h a t  o t h e r  
c i t i e s  were h a v i n q  troub1.e w i t h  SDS b u t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  



f o r  a n o t h e r  reason .  It i l l u s t r a t e s  what may b e  c a l l e d  t h e  

" s e r i a l  p r i n c i p l e "  i n  bomb p l o t  man ipu la t ion .  It would 

never do t o  c r e a t e  f o r  t h e  p r e s s  and p u b l i c  two o r  rr,ore 

such  p l o t s  a t  the  same t i m e .  The f e a r  e ~ g e n d c r e d  b y  such  

t a c t i c s  mFght e s c a l a t e  i n t o  p a n i c  and self  -he lp .  ~ e s i d  e s ,  
S/ !%.(A. [ . ~ ' Q O ~ O ~ ; - . >  145.-. 

t h e  u l t i n a t e  impact  o f  m u l t i p l e  abandones p r o s e c u t i o n s  ( n o  
rA 

m a t t e r  how long de l ayed  o r  muff led)  n i g h t  r e s u l t  i n  a  

permanent l o s s  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y .  Born?, p l o t s  had t o  be 

"discoverecl"  one  a t  a  t i m e ,  s e l e c t i v e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  a 

r a n g e  of rn i l i t a i l t  t a r g e t s ,  and l a t e r  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  s a n e  

Td 
s e r i a l  Ezshion. 

1 
Quoted i n  Bernard l.lcCormicl;, " G o d  B l e s s  Fran!; Rizzo! " , 
P h i l s d z l p h i a  14agazine, ; lugust 1569. 

The CD liad no need t o  s t r a i n  t o  ax~nic! recurrent rdic?s 
i t  I I 2 O n ?  x d i d  ~ s ~ i ~ l l y  i i zs t royed  t h e  
g r o u p  o r  11~:stcned i t s  d c n i i s e .  



When 4 ha ras smen t ,  bogus  a r r e s t s  and smear 
\ 

press r e l e a s e s  f a i l e d ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  MC-LC t h e r e  remained. o n l y  

t h e  t r i e d  and t r u e w e a p o n  o f  t h e  b o d  p l o t ,  F o r  two tree!is, 

t h e  p l i c e  mainta ined an around-the-cloclc. s u r v e i ' l l a n c e  o f  
. . ~ 

. , the F r a ~ e r - ~ o k q m a n n  apar tment .  Then, f o l l o w i n g  t h e ,  f a n i l i a r  

l i n e s  of t h e  bomb p l o t '  s c r i p t ,  F e n c l ' s  men s t r u c k ,  "on a  t i p  

f rom an unnamed in fo rman t "  t h a t  e x p l o s i v e s  were s t o r e 2  t h e r e .  

A t  t h e  t i n e  of t h e  p o l i c e  e n t r y ,  F r a s e r  was p r e s e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  

two v i s i t o r s ;  Borgnann e n t e r e d  t h e  apar tment  and was appr  ehcnded 

a s  t h e  p o i i c e  were '  l e av ing .  The  s e a r c h  procedure was odd ,  to 
. . 

s a y , t h e  l e a s t .  Fenc l  i n s i s t e d .  t h a t  t h e  two v i s i t o r s  remain 

s e a t e d  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room under guard.  B u t ,  t h e y  cou ld  h z r d l y  
. . 

h a v e  been cons ide red  dange rous  s i n c e  t Y A e q r  h e r e  o n l y  v i s i t o r s :  

indeed t h e i r  c a s c s  were  dropped a£ t e r  a  p re1 ;n inary  h " ~ r i n 9 .  

Frasec h a d  ta ckase  aroilrtd t h e  f i v e  room, . t w o  f l o o r  aper'imeplt 
.- .~~ .~ 

~ -~ 
~ ~- ~ 

- .  



a ~ t e r  t i le  e ig i l t  policemen en?-~gcd i n  t h e  s e a r c h .  The 

i n c r i m i n a t i n g  explosives were  " d i s c o v e r e d "  I n  o r  u n d e r n e a t h  

a r e f r i g e r a t o r  i n  a  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  a l o c a t i o n  which 

r( 
enab led  the e i g h t  policemen t o  " f i n d "  t i l e  coun t r aband  

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  seen  s imply  by  w a l l i n g  t h e  c o r n e r  o f f  w i t h  

t h e i r  massed backs: a  most f e l i c i t i o u s  i n t e r r u p t i o n  

. t o o k  p l a c e :  t h e  o u t s i d e  b e l l  rang  announcing a  c a l l e r .  . * 
F r a s c r ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  answer t h e  door  was r e 3 e c t d ;  a  m l i c r -  

man d i d  t h e  honor s  and g r e e t e d  3. t e l e v i s i o n  crew f rom 

Channel 3 ,  KDl-TV.  F r a s c r  d e n a n s e s  t h a t  t h e  -creir l e a v e  b u t  

Fellcl  p e r m i t t e d  t h e n  t o  s t a y  and i n s e e ?  appeared  t o  have  been  

e:cpecting thex .  For t h e  remaixder  of  t h s  s e a r c h ,  t h e y  p u t  

t h e m s e l v e s  a t  F e n c l ' s  d i s p o s a l  f i l z i . n q  and r e c o r c i n g  o n l y  

C... , . 
what t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  a u t h o r i z e d ,  F r a s e r  p l ezded  t o  be  allot.qed 

.. t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  g r o u p ' s   usi it ion on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  v i o l e n c e  f o r  

t e l e c a s t  b u t  was den ied  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  crew on F e n c l ' s  o r d e r s .  

(Subsequently t112 d e f e n s e  l=s,2-ycrs were  t o l d  b y  t h e  T V  s t a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  f i l m ,  trl?ich was t e l e c a s t  on t h e  n i 5 h t  of  t h e  r a i d ,  

had b-sn  l o s t  when t h e y  asked t o  s c 2  it f o r  t h e  p c r F o s e  of 

u s i n g  it a s  evidence. )  The p o l i c e  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h e  c r e w ' s  
. .- 

: a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  l i t t e r  i n  t h e  apar tment  i n c l u s i n g  o b j e c t j - o n a h l e  

literature ( a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  d r u g s  which p l a y s  a  supporting 

- r o l e  i n  t h e  C D ' s  u s u a l  weapons and e x p l o s i v e s  ralcls). And, p a r  

0. f o r  t h e  c o u r s ? ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t ook  g ~ s s c s s : ~ o n  of z d d r e s s  l i s t s  

o f  Labor Comai t tee  mcmbc:rs and suyipor ters .  



Rizzo 1 1 ~ l d  p r e s s  c o n i c r c n c e  on t h e  day  l f  t c r  t h e  

(-<, 
\ ( '  
L./ r a i d  and r e c i t e d  h i s  now p r e d i c t a b l e  l i n e s :  Those  

a r r e s t e d  "could have  caused g r e a t  g r i e f  i n  t h e  community 

and g r e a t  damage. P w p l e  l i k e  t h i s  should n o t  be p e r m i t t e z  

t o  roam t h e  s t r e e t s " .  The ~ o r n m i s s i o n f ~  d i s p l a y s d  s i x t e e n  

photographs  of t h e  messy apa r tmen t  and two s e p a r a t e  c lo se -up  

. . p i c t u r e s  showing f o u r  paperback n o v e l s  wikh t i t l e s  l i k e ,  "l.;y 

~ o d y  i s  Wai t ingv .  " ~ u i t  . l o o k " ,  h e  & i d ,  " a t  t h e  f i l t h y  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s .  They ' r e  s e l f - e s p l . a n a t o r y " .  

To t h e  f a s t i d i o u s  an6 p u r i t a n i c a l  c h i e f  " f i l t h y  c o n d i t i o z s "  

and d i r t y  books were a  n i g h t n a r c  of dcqencracy .  Given such 

s q u a l o r  who needed f u r t h e r  proof  of  g u i l t ?  

A t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  on thc case, a  s e t  o f  s e i z e s  

bomb p a r t s  m y s t e r i o u s l y  made an appea rance  i n  p o l i c e  ~ : h o t o g r a p h s  . . 
a s  an asseil13led barb. ~ u t  even s t r a n g - r  was t h e  ~ o l i c e  f a i l u r e  

t o  t a k e  f i n g c r p r i n t s .  The fol1owi:lg c o l l o q u y  L-e:;~!een 6c:ezse 
b 4 . . b  - 3)uAo4 ?),? 

counselhand Lt. Fencl  t e l l s  i t s  ov!n s t o r y .  

Q. I'Dii! you o r  any o f  t i le  oth?-r  o f f i c e r s  v!ho 
handlcd t h e s e  i t e m  p i c k  t h e n  u p  e i t h e r  wi t i l  t c n q s ,  
tweeze r s  o r  ;vi.th h - ln2ke rch ic f s  i n  o r d e r  t o  F ~ C S P Z V C  

whatever f i n g e r p r i n t s  t h e r e  might b e  on t h o s e  c a n s  t o  
h e l p  i d c n t i f y  t h e  i ~ d i v i d u a l s  who had been h a n d l i n g  
o r  hav ing  w s s e s s i o n  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r -  i t e m ? "  

A. "No, we d i d  n o t .  " 

Q. "Vhy n o t ? "  

A. "FJC j u s t  d i d   not^ d.o it."' 



6;il h e a r i n g  F e n c l  asked ' f o r  $?5,CCC.CC b a i l  f o r  eakh o f  t h e  

d e f e n d a n t s  and - a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Labor C o m n i t t c s  bias p a r t  o f  

an  "Eas t  Coast  B o ~ b  Connspirac:~" c e n t e r r n g  i n  Ecsston whose 

f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  was t h e  d e n a l l t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  r.onu;nents i n  

Bos ton  and Ph i . l ade lph ia .  He aZ-7-d t h a t  F r a s e r  llad been p r e s e n t  

,/ 

. a t  a Boston meet ing of t h e  "Conspiracy"  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  :.;arch. 

The c o u r t  g r a n t e d  F e n c l ' s  b a i l  r . e j u e s t  b u t  on  an a p p c a l  \.:hich 

reduced  t h e  h a i l  t o  $lC,CCO e a c h ,  F e n c l  admitt.& t h a t  he 

r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  such a g a t h e r l n q  hzd e<rcr t a k e n  p l a c e  

. 
l e t  alozlc t h a t  e i t h e r  F r a s e r  o r  Borgmann a t tcnc?es .  A l l  t h i s  - 

/ 

happened i n  t h e  surnmcr o f  1969. .Qmost TWO y e a r s  l a tc r ,  

i n  1971 ,  t h e  c a s e  was dropped on t h e  -3 ground&that  t h e  

p r o s e c u t i o n  was u n w i l l i n g  t o  r e \ ? c a l  
*4 

i d  e n t  i t y  , 
Thus cn?.ed t h e  crca' i  F r a s e r - ~ 3 r z x a n n  bor?h p l o t .  

I I 

. .  6 % ~  \ ;;ks 

k ' 1 a t ~ e  1 9 6 9 ,  t h e  age-old  boy-t:ho-cried d 
w o l f  dilemma was beg inn ing  t o  emercje. P h i l a d e l ~ h i z n s ,  

c o n s t a n t l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  b y  t h e i r  p o l i c e  c o n x i s s i o n c r  t h r o e s h  

o r c h e s t r a t e d  iaeclia h c s a ~ n - s  o n  t h e i r  n'rrow e s c a p e  f r c n  
. . 

t e r r i b l e  s l a u g l ~ t e r  and z n n i h i l a t 5 o n  .,:ere beg i n n i n q  t o  v:cn?!cr , ' 

whether  t h e  'd'nolc s e r i e s  of  53:* > l o t s  viere ~ o t  mere ly  v a r i a z t s  

on  the same hoax-Like theme. B u t ,  1969 it w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d ,  

was t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  Pan the r .  . 
' I 



- ';:I campaign o f  harassment  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a n t h e r s  - 4r 
s e l e c t i v ?  law enforcement ,  ' i l i q a l  s e a r c h i n g ,  a r r e s t s  on 

pre'iex*, and p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y  conJ;inued t h r o u g h o u t  1969 

. . 
and t h e  s p r i n g  of 1970. I n  blarch o f  1976,  E e n c l ' s  s q u a d - ~  

---.-. 
J -- 

r a i d e d  a ~ o t h e r  " f o r t r e s s "  i n  Nor th  P h i l z d e l p h i a  and Z r r e s t e d  

e l e v e n  pe r sons  on  v a r i o u s  c h a r g e s  i nc lu6 i . c j  b u r g l a r y  2r.d e g. 
c-. v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Uniform k i r e a r n s  Act. Ecnc l  t o l d  ' t h e  

. p r e s s  t h a t  seven of t h e  s u i ~ e c t s  \,:ere ne'kbers of  a  g roup  -2 
2 
L.. 

" p o s s i b l y  a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  P h i l z d e l p h i a  Blacli Pa; l thcr  P a r t y "  V' 

. . S 
and t h a t  t l l b  o t h e r  f o u r  were  " b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  members of  t h e  ,J : . . 9 b Black  P a i l t h f r  Pa r ty . "  I n  a p u b l i c  s t a t f m e n t  d a t e d  !,:arc:? 1 3 ,  197~C 5; 

CY' 

t r h ~ ' F r i i l a . ' : ~ l p h i a  RCLU rescted sty-onq1.g: "Thesz I:.:- .- 
r 

. , a'nd n a l l . c i ~ a &  statements. Irrcss=s;,;;i';lc 2 . ? = - 2 ~ 5 2  ? 
L 

t h n  p a l i c e  a h p a r e n t l y  do riot have  t h e  f z c t s  and u s e  words 'f 
l i k e  ' p o s s i b l y '  t h u s  do ing  ma:cirnun damage w i t h o u t  rur.ning +- 

k 
t h e  r i s k  o f  be ing  c a l l e d  l i a r s .  M a l i c i o u s  b e c a u s e  o r g a n i z a -  $ 

S 

t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  have  no r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  v a l i c ? i t y  o f  t h ~  ? 
a r r e s t  and c h a r g e s .  . . .The pu rpose  i s  t o  smear an orgs r? iza-  

. . 

t i o n  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  involved  i n  a l l e - j ed  c r i m i n a l  a c t s . . . "  

By 197C t h e  W r a l d ,  t y p i c a l l y  t r i g g e r e d  by  t h e  

" p r o b l b l s  ccusc"  o f  s t o r e d  arms and e x p ? c s i v c s ,  hzd  bzcornc 

e>:trci ;?ist  i : o l i t i z - i l  s e c t o r .  ~ t < d c ,  STIS, C3RX anc? R 2 a  had a l l ,  

d t  c n c  t ime o r  a n o t h e r ,  heen sin3 l .ed  o u t  f - o r  t h i s  t;c:.:t::3::t 

. ~ 



. , 
when t h r e e  s epa ra t e   line teams of about 45 h e a v i l y  armsd 

p o l i c e  s t a l c e o ~ t  menleach acconpznicd by 8 t o  10 d c t e c t i v c s  

Nort]] P h i l a d e l p h i a  2n5 Qu.2sn L.2r.c i n  Glr::2hLc:.;n. As in of 

the major Ph i l ade l&h ia  r a i 3 s ,  Rizzo mbi l i zcc !  a corps of 

r;f.\lSnCn and pplctogr3;:lifrs t3 r z = a r S  *d ~>-,ot39r3;!1 ?he 

The r a i d s  c1,iniaxcd ). bloody August weel:cnd i n  3 c i t y ,  
nei+, 

a l r e a d y  tense an2  f e a r f u l  o:Jer a Panther-  s ~ 3 n s o r  eci "Peoples' A 



New R c v o l u t i o n ~ l r y  Conv.?ntionu schcduleci f o r  t h e  

C', I/ f o l l o w i n g  weekend (Selitember 5 t o  7) .  \ 

I 1  4' 0 7) 
- . . .  . .  @n ~ d t u r d r ,  

August 29 a p l i c e m a n ,  S a r g e n t  ? r a n k  v o n > - ~ o l l n ,  was k i l l e d  

and ano the r  policemdn w d s  i n j u r e d  i n  a bung led  a t t e m p t  t o  

blow up  a p o l i c e  guardhouse i n  F a i r r ~ u n t  Park.  F i v e  

. . s u s p e c t s  were  l a t e r  a r r e s t e d .  Rizzo  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  k i l l e r s  

a s  m c h e r s  of  t h e  "Blac:; u n i t y  C o u n c i l "  and " r e v o l u t i o n ~ r i e s "  

who were  mciitbers o f  a n ? t i o r . a l  c a n s p i r a c y  t o  ki.11 p ~ l i c e r n e n .  

two hiqllway p a t r o  l ncn  :.lore s b t  and vioun? c.2 b y  unic?er.tif  i e d  

gunmen. I n  tke wake o f  t l ia  S u n L ~ y  sh0ot i r .g  of  t h e  cwo - 
1. . .- p a t r o l m m ,  ~ i z z o  c ~ l l e c l  f o r  mr e ra l ice rnen  , e q u i ; - ~ . a t  and 

arms " t o  s t o p  them". He added l a t e r ,  "$k ts  s e d i t i o n .  

This i s  no l o ~ g e r  a c r ime  b u t  r e v o l u t i o n .  It n u s t  b e  s topped 
9 

even if w e  have  t o  change some of t h e  l a v s  t o  do  i t . "  T h i s  

A On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  Rizzo excla imed t o  newsmen: 

."'i.lhy d o n ' t  t h e y  c a l l  u s  a s 3  t e l l  u s  thejr  \.:3nt t o  liill u s ?  
1vhs d o ~ l ' t  t h e y  t e l l  U S  t h q  :+a>t t o  h a v c  it out .?  ? ; e ' l l  
meet t h c n  an:? t i m e ,  VTc'll so c : ~  t h e i r  tcrzs. If t h e y  
s a y  t h e y ' l l  h a v c  t e n  mcn.. . w e ' l l  go w i t h  t:t,o. D o  t h e y  have  
t o  b e  cowards? , h - c n ' t  5 t o  1 od6s  gooC ei:=uc~h f o r  t h e n ?  
Thesc c r e e p s  l u r k  in  t h e  dari:. . . ~ h c y  should  b c  s t r c n g  up ,  
1 mean w i t h i n  t l l c  law., . This i s  a c t u a l  w J r f  arc. I ' l l  t e l l  

y o u  one  t h i n g ,  t h e  Phi la?el?! l ia  P o l i c e  De:iartncnt  w o n ' t  
t o l e r a t c  it h c r e ,  i f  t h e  c o 9 2 r t s  and everybody e l s e  63," 

0.. . Quotwl  i n  JdnCS ~ i i q g i n s ,  " X i i l a G c l p h i a  EonCra:lgU, N a t i o n ,  
October  12 ,  197G. 



outburst w a s  hard Ly justified: r\eith&r P,izxo o r  
-!,: , , c3d2 bf- 

a n y o n e  else' k-&y;lre cloimcd th3.t r h e  sunday rhoot ing ,  

A 
was t h e  work o f - b l a c k  n i l i L a n t s .  

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  the !%nday dawn r a i 6 ,  f o u r t e e n  p e r s o n s  

w e r e  a r r e s t e d  and threc! policemen were  wounded, none 

s e r i o u s l y ,  br~i/-shotgun p e l l e t s  f i r e d  by t h e  P a n t h e r s  i n  o n e  
, d . . 

of t h e  r a i d s .  None o f  t h o s e  a r r e s t e d ,  it shou ld  b e  n o t e ? ,  
* 

w e r e  e v e r  charged. w i t h  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  weekend s h o o t i n g s .  

The  f o u r t e e n  P a n t h e r s  were  charged  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  a s s a u l t s  

a l l  o f  w l ~ i c h  grew o u t  o f  t h e  r a i d .  Only o n e  c h a r g e ,  v i o l $ t i o n  

of  t h e  f i r e s r m s  code ,  was bas<* on conduc t  which a n t e c e d d  

t h e  i s s u a n c e  and s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t .  y e t  t h e  

5 r a i d s  on a l l  t h r e e  b u i l d i n a s  viere a u t h o r i z e d  f o r ' t h e  c l i i i ned  

pu rpose  of o b t a i n i l l 9  e v i d e n c e  i n  a i d  of t h e  p o l i c e  h u n t  f o r  
v 

the  f u g i t i v e  k i l l e r  o f  VonColln. 

In  o f f e r i n g  an a£ f  ; d a v i t  o f  p r o b a b l g  c a u s e  t o  j u s t i f y  

' t h e  searc:,, t h e  p o l i c e  s t r e s s c d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o n e  Alvin  J o y n e r ,  

an a l l e g c d  confessc-? t r i g g e r n ~ n ,  had t h r e e  weeks e a r l i e r  t o l d  

his b r o t h e r  t h a t  h e  had seen  guns  and g r e n a d e s  a t  t h e  ? a n t h e r s 1  
A. . . 

o f f i c e .  But t h e  p o l i c e  n e v e r  exp la ined  why w e a w n s  a s s e r t d l y  

s p o t t e d  a t  t h e  Pan the r  o f f i c e  on w a l l a c e  S t r e e t  h e r e  a r e a s o n a b l e  

ground f o r  t h e  t r i p l e  r a i d s  t h r e c  weeks l a t e r .  ~ f  t h e s e  

4 t.i ~ ~ ~ ~ d c ? f f d f ~ ~  ~ ~ n ~ h i n ~ i ,  
? - 

S u h s c q ~ i c n t l y  t h e  p o l i c e  r e t r a c t e d  t h c i . r  c l a i m  abou t  
and s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  mcrcly "bragging". '  



w e a p n s  w e r e  indeed used i n  t h e  c r i m e ,  why should  t h e  

c r i m i n a l s  r e t u r n  them t o  t h e  P a n t h e r  o f f  i c e ?  ~t need 

o n l y  b e  addcd t h a t  none o f  t h e  weapons y i e l d e d  b y  t h e  r a i d s  

were  l i n k e d  by t h e  p o l i c e  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g .  

The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r a i d s  i s  q u e s t i o n ~ b l e  

. . on i t s  f a c e .  A rmre p e r s u a s i v e  b u t  concea l ed  e x p l a n a t i o n  
-. 

f o r  t h e  r a i d s  i s  R i z z o ' s  f e . i . 5 ~ ~  r z g e  a t  t h e  P a n t h e r s ,  

a r a g e  whipped t o  a f  i r e s t o r m  b y  t h e  VonColln k i l l i n q .  

Pe rhaps  t h e  c l e a r e s t  d e m n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  

it w a s  a v e n g e f u l  f u r y  and n o t  law-enforcement which  i n s p i r e d  

t h e  r a i d s  i s  t h e  manner i n  which t h e y  were  c o n d u c t 4  2nd 
. . 

R i z z o ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  h i s  c r i t i c s .  

. . , ~ .. 

. ~ 

With. r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r i a l l a c e . S t r e e t  r a i d ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  

i n  d i s p u t e  as t o  whe the r  t h e  p a l i c e  f i r s t  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

and sought  p e a c e f u l  e n t r y  a s  l e g a l l y  required.   he 

o f f i c i a l  p o l i c e  v e r s i o n  o f f e r e d  by Lt .  F e n c l  i s  t h a t  a CE 

o f f i c c r  a>.ed down t h e  d o o r  o n l y  a f t e r  e n t r y  i.;as r c f u s c d .  The 



t h s t  n3  attempt was  made by the p o l i c e  t o  iden$iCy 

t h e n ~ s e l v e s .  A s t o r y  i n  t h e  P h i l 2 d e l p h i a  ~ u l l e t i n  puS1is .n~" 
, ' .  , - 2'- 

on t h e  d a y  of t h e  r a i d  s a i d  t h a t  , police inspectQr . . went 

t o  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  wi t i l  an axe. A f t e r  h i t t i n g  it r e p e a t & l y  

w i t h  heavy blows,  h e  was u n a b l e  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  what  appea red  

. t o  be a  s e r i e s  o f  d o o r s  b e h i n d  it. A t  t h a t  p i n t  o n e  o f  t h e  

policemen c a l l e d  ou t :  l p o l i c e ,  we h a v e  a  war ra r . t ,  th row your 
I (  

weapons o u t  The r e p o r t e r  was l a t e r  v i s i t e d  by t:,?o p o l i c e  

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and disavowed t h e  p r i n t e 6  v e r s i o n  a s  g a r b l e d  

by t h e  r e w r i t e  desk.  B u t ,  t h e  e a r l y  hour  a t  wh-irch t h e  s e a r c h e s  

were  made, t h e  f a c t  t h z t  t h e  raiders were  s p e c i a l l y  chosen  f o r  

' t h e i r  narkmanship and wore b u l l e t - p r o o f  v e s t s  and R i z z o ' s  

t a u n t i n g  of a nurnber of  P a n t h e r s  a s  "ye l loTd"  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

aropped t h e i r  guns  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a p o l i c e  o r d e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  

engage in b a t t l e  a l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  r a i d s  were  planned 
-1 

- a p r e t e x t  t o  provoke a shoot-out .  
- ---~s;r~. r-._. 

1 s  t h e  P h i l r d ~ 1 p : i i i  XL-LLI n o t &  i n  a 
sie;e,ar on S e P t e d e r  3 ,  1 9 7 0 ,  "Such remarks  s u g g e s t  a d e s i r e  to 

r e t u r n  to ~ ~ r i n i i t i u c  f r o n t i e r - s t ; , l e  j u s t i ce  
I - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  t h e y  an opcn i n v i t a t i o n  t o  i s  and g u c r i l l n  

war£ arc. 



.This p e  ICE. ~~lj-~conduct s t irred a 
- - 

r e v u l s i o n  which r e c a l l e d  t h e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  b l o o d y  November 

1967 p o l i c e  a s s a u l t  on  t h e  h igh  ~ c l i o o l  d e m o n s t r a t o r s .   hose 

who had u n e a s i l y  accep ted  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  R i z z o ' s  s u p p o r t e r s  

t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  h e  had e f f e c t i v e l y  p a c i f i e d  t h e  g h e t t o  were  

swept by shame and i n d i p a t i o n .  It was o n e  o f  t h o s e  t r aumas  

which b r i n g  a p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  f r i g h t e n i n g  meaning o f  ax1 

e n t i r e  c o u r s e  o f  conduc t ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  a c t s  which c o n s i d e r e d  

s e p a r a t e l y  might b e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  i l l - a d v i s e d  b u t  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n & .  

The v e n g e f u l  t h r u s t  o f  t h e  r a i d s  was conf i rm& by  a 

Pant l ier  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  of Suptember 1 , s t z t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

r a i d e r s  had n o t  merely remavcd t h e  g u n s  dnd an~:uuni t ion  
. . 

s p e c i f i e d  i n  the  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t ,  t h e y  c l e a n e d  o u t  a l l  t h r e e  

s e a r c h  s i t e s :  f u r n i t u r e ,  b e d d i n g ,  c l o t h i n g ,  f i l e  c a b i n e t s ,  

p a r t y  r e c o r d s ,  and even i n  some i n s t i l n c e s  r e f r i g e r a t o r s  

and s t o v e s .  In  a rampage o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e y  d e m l l s h c d  

t h e  c in ,der  b l o c k s  w i t h  which t h e  P a n t h e r s  had r e p l z c e d  s t o r e -  

f r o n t  win2oi.rs, and kngcked o u t  house  ~.!indows an6 cove red  them 

o v e r  w i t h  s h e e t  meta l .   hey even r i p p e d  o u t  p i p e s  i n  some o f  
. . . - 

J 
Grenades were  a l s o  ~ncnt ioncd  i n  t h e  s c l r c h  \ i a r r ; in t  b u t  none 
were  e v e r  found.  P i s t o l s  and r i f l e s  were  s e i z e d ,  none o f  which 
matched t h e '  murder 'iqu3&xns. The law i s  p l a i n  t h a t  o n l y  t h o s e  
i t cms  c a n  be s e i z e d  which 2 r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  w a r r a n t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  i t ems  o n  t h e  p remises  which may b e  t h e  f r u i t s  of  a cr imz.  

. . 



tile b3f.hr~orns. They nladc cpfF ~ r L h  ~ y p e w i - ~ ~ e u s ,  

t a p e  r ccg rde r  s , c'3:22r a s  and a d:~plict:t ir.7 n!.lchine 2s : + e l l  

a s  a sum of money - estimat'ed by t h e  p o l i c e  a t  $l,CG7.CG 

Y 
and by  t h e  P a n t h e r s  a t  between $1,500.CO - $1,7CG.GC. 

When t h e  P a n t h e r s  made t h e s e  ch i l rges ,  Rizzo  denifel  

most o f  them b u t  l a t e r  conceded t h e  f u l l  s c o p e  of t h e i r  

claims when t h e y  were  v e r i f i c d  by t h e  p r e s s .  He e x p l a i n e d  

t o  r e p o r t e r s  t h a t  t h e s e  s e i z u r e s  exceeded h i s  o r d e r s  and 

added,  "I a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h a t " .  But h e  q u i c k l y  c o r r e c t e d  

t h e  impres s ion  t h a t  h e  was a,mlogizir.ij  t o  t h e  P a n t h e r s .  H e  

had i n t e n d e d ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  o n l y  t o  a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h e  r e F o r t e r s  

u 
f o r  doub t ing  t h e i r  word. A s  f o r  t h e  P z n t h e r s ,  ~ i z z o  made h i s  

v iews  c l e a r  i n  a  s t a t e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  r a i d s :  

; "We're  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  f a n a t i c s ,  ye l low 
d o g s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e .  We a r e  p repa red  f o r  any 
e v e n t u a l i t y .  We a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p s y c h o t i c s  
and must b e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  them on.  These-  
i n b e c i l e s  and ye l low dogs. .  .we 'd  b e  g l a d  t o  meet 
them on t h e i r  own te rms .  j u s t  l e t  t'nem t e l l  u s  
when and w h e r e . * @ g  

4-l' A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  Sprague  a d m i t t d  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  
of  t h e  s ea rch .  "The i t e m s  t h a t  were  n o t  con t r aband  o r  
connected w i t h  t h e  shoo t ing  of  .Von:olln o r  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  
t h e  p o l i c e  should n o t  have  becn  t a k e n . "  

"FZzzo Crdzrs Return O f  Panthers' Property , I t  Philadelphia Bulletin, 
Septe~bcr 2, 1970 

CJThis statement i s  mother revealing clue t h a t  Mzzo had hoped t o  pro- 
vole a  shoot-out. The Codss ioner  app,arently realized that  he had 
said more then was safe and subsequently c lahed  that he had been mis-  
undemtood. See Philadelphia Bulletin, Septeher 1, 1970. 



In iky, 1973, Cpmmn Pleas Judge Edward J. 3radle:~ ruled t h a t  the 

1970 entry and search of t h e  Colmbia Avenue house tiere i l l e g a l  and 
24 

granted the defendants'  potion t o  s u p ~ r e s s  t he  evidence obtained i n  t he  ra id .  

But by tha t  t.b:e, t he  Pldl.adelphia Panthers had been enomously ;.ie&ened. 

Thus ended t h e  Panther p lo t  t o  assassinate  ?olice;r.en. 
' I  ' 

Iiizzo's l a s t  p l o t ,  before he launched h i s  ma3~0j:dty d r ive ,  a p ~ m p r i -  

a t e ly  enow& rracle h h  a t w g e t , .  a? ingredient of personal da.lo.er ltihich in- 

proves the saviol\KTcirie.  On ifionday, November 31, 1970, t h e  ?hiladelpiiia 
!Li 

Daily ikws splashe3 over i ts  f ron t  page the  headljxc,  "Executive Probe 

Bares Plot  t o  fill Rizzo," underneat;? a suS-l1e2d, "Viet Conq Agent p l m e d  

Swap f o r  Pngela Davis,," appeared a p ic ture  of the '~orrmissioner and P:Lss 

Davis. According t o  t h e  s tory  the  pol ice  viere con&dcting a 'irassive inves- 

t lga t ion"  of a p l o t  t o  M & r p  Rizzo hold h i n  l :os ta~e f o r  the  black 

revolutionarji. Im Oriental  "self-professed Vlet Cong a g n t "  was the m s t e r -  

mind (continued next paae) 

yTne r a i d  on the  Wallace S t r ee t  hous has yet  t o  c m e  t o  trial. 

9 
A l l  quotations vihic:? follow are frm t he  Dailj lielis s t o m  



of t h e  p l o t  which includeclf f  i r s t  botnbing o f  a d i s t r i c t  
. ,,-., J 

'd 
p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  and t h e n  p o l i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The  k idnapp ing  

was t o  b e  sandwiched b e t w e e n t h e  two bombings and ,  a s  an 
. . 

' a l t e r n z t i v e  t o  t r a d i n g  t h e  commissioner  f o r  M i s s  D a v i s ,  

h e  was t o  b e  use3 " f o r  t a r g e t p r a c b i c e "  i n  t h e  g r o u p ' s  

basement h e a z q u a r t c r s .  T h e  w i l y  O r i e n t a l  mastermind h a d ,  
. - . . 

" w i t h  t h e  u s e  of v a r i o u s  d r u g s  o r g a n i z e d  a  ' P e o p l e ' s  . 
L i b e r a t i o n  Army' co!npriscd o f  a  g r o u p  of m i l i t a n t  b l a c k s  

t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  r e p o r t e d  scheme." 

T h e  p o l i c e  had uncover& t h i s  h 2 i r - r a i s i n g  s u p e r - p l o t  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d e a t h  o f  two men 

believed t o  have  been  a s s a s i n a t e d  by t h e  p l o t t e r s  b e c a u s e  <~ - . . 
of t h s i r  t h r e a t e n e d  d e f e c t i o n .  To o b t a i n  e v i d e n c e  t h e  

p o l i c e  "have  conducted a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  r a i d s ,  a l l  c loaked  

i n  s e c r e c y ,  i n  which l i t e r a t u r e ,  weapons,  ammunition. and 

e x p l o s i v e s  have  been conf i i sa te -d"  and s t o r e d  a t  p o l i c e  

h e a d q u a r t e r s .   be bo&ing  itlas scheduled f o r  C h r i s t m a s  Day, 

1376,  vlhich came ~ q d  went w i t h o u t  mishj.?. Thus ended t h e  

gr c a t  o r i e n t a l  Bor~~&~cum-hos~agc-exchange-dssassas~~~~~i p l o t .  
. .~ . . .$_I_: 

C, N Lcr k 5 i s  U~&Q R ~ C  ~n %+&I\S Q C  

c. he neglect r2dlcal white ,-ups. k s i  legendw is jundt 
P 

Of a PNladel~Ma r a d i d ,  Wi i l i an  B i g h ,  his W s c d e  mvewnt a2d its 

o r b  the Free Press. 
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The a t t a c k  on Eiggii l  and t i le  Fr-;: P r e s s  ~ X C ! ~ ~ ~ ) L : : C : ~ . J . ~  i l l u ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ t e s  ,~ 

t h e  way i n  which t h e  po l - i ce ,  u s i n g  t h e  weaponry of " t o t a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e "  
-', 

L' can i s o l a t e  and squeeze  a  t a r g e t  g roup  and i t s  mzmbers i n  a  c o m p l e t e l y  

$&a 
l a w l e s s  The pape r  i t s e l f  became a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  t a r g e t  

6 
b e c a u s e  of i t s  campaign a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  a b u s e s .  S u r v l l l a n c e  c a r s  

h .  
. fo l lowed B igg in  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  t o  and from t h e  p r i n t e r  and 

ma in t a ined  an  a l l - n i g h t  watch when t h e  p p e r  was b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  

p r e s s .  The t a b l o i d ' s  r e p o r t e r s  were  su r rounded  a t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b y  

Ca men who p r e v e n t e d  them from c i r c u l a t i n g ,  communicating w i t h  o t h e r s  

o r  even  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  E d i t o r s  of t h e  p a p e r  were  

r e p e a t e d l y  a r r e s t e d  on p r e t e x t s  and sometimes b e a t e n .  
1 

3 The p o l i c e  moved i n t o  s u r  l l l a n c e  q u a r t e r s ,  i n  one c a s e  a c r o s s  
n 

t h e  s t r e e t  f r c m . t h e  B i g g i n s  and i n  a n o t h e r  n e x t  door  t o  one of t h e i r  

C a s s o c i a t e s ,  Roger Taus ,  a p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  i n s t r u c t o r .  They n o t  

o n l y  made t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  known, b u t  w i t h o u t  a s e a r c h  w a r r a n t ,  

b roke  i n t o  t h e  l ocked  homes o f  b o t h  o f  them. On one o f  s e v e r a l  
43% 

o c c a s i o n s  when t h e  p o l i c e  b r o k e  i n t o  Tauz$' a p a r t m e n t ,  t h e y  p o i n t e d  * 
a  gun a t  him, o r d e r e d  him n o t  t o  move and t h e n  l e f t .  They t w i c e  

b r o k e  i n t o  B i g g i n ' s  l'ocked c a r .  They a l s o  gave  t h e  f u l l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

- 

These and r e l a t e d . h a r a s s m e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  t e x t  a r e  t a k e n  
from t h e  und i spu ted  a l l e g a t i o n s  'of a  l e g a l  c o m p l a i n t ,  d i s c u s s e d  be low.  



~ ~ 

siat*..~.:Ty a ~ l d  moving surveil.l:ancc t o  David ;+.nil L e s l i e  G r o s s ,  

a i g g i ~ ~ ~ s  f r i ends .  and c o - w o r k e r s .  On one o c c a s i o n ,  t h r e e  p l a i n c l o t h e s -  

men e n t e r e d  t h e i r  apa r tmen t  w i t h  a  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  a u t h o r i z i n g  them t o  

s e i z e  d r u g s  a l l e g e d l y  k e p t  on t h e  premises3  They found no d r u g s  

and i n s t e a d  c a r r i e d  away two " s u b v e r s i v e "  books  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  .L 
. - -  

Free  P r e s s .  

I n  t h e  summer o f  1970,  Rizzo  l e t  it b e  known t h a t  h i s  May t h r e a t  

f6 " g e t "  G igg in  was n o t  i d l e  t a l k .  R i z z o  saw B i g g i n  a s  t h e  l e a d e r  of 

P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  " h a r d  c o r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s " ,  a n  a d v e r s a r y  whom h e  

i t c h e d  t o  t a k e  on. I f  New York had i t s  Mark Rudd, Chicago i t s  

'z 
Rennie Dav i s ,  Berlceley i t s  J j i r r y  Rubin -- w e l l g P h i l a d e l p h i a  had t h e i r  

equa l  i n  Bi-ggin. He would,  i n  man t o  man combat,  have  it o u t  w i t h  

t h i s  m a s t e r  i d e o l o g i c a l  c r i m i n a l ,  t h i s  " c r e e p "  ... 
. 

C L  
Rizzo  moved i n  f o r  t h e  show--dmm a t  t h e  p a s s  b y  f e e d i n g  to , , t eam 

of B u l l e t i n  r e p o r t e r s  m a t e r i a l  from CD f i i e s  abou t  B i g g i n  and a l l  o f  

k !  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .  One o f  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  w a s  A l b e r t  G a n d i o s i ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

J- pL&*"*b- 
t h e  manager o f  R i z z o ' s  mayora l ty  campaign a n d b e r e a f t e r  a  

&.& 
i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  On J u l y  28-30 B u l l e t i n  r a n  t h e  end p r o d u c t  

n 
of t h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a d e t a i l e d  s e n s a t i o n a l  s e r i e s  c a l l e d  "The 

New R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  which made no a t t e m p t  t o  c o n c e a l  i t s  " law- 

enforcement"  s o u r c e s .  The range  o f  t h e  1 0 - a r t i c l e  s e r i e s  can  b e  

g leaned  from t h e  h e a d l i n e s :  . 

"Head o f  Rebel  Paper  i s  C e n t r a l  F i g u r e  i n  New L e f t  Here"  

"100 'lere Ca'llled ' iardcore R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  

. . "Youn!~ A c t i v i s t s  Scorn  013-Line C o m ~ u n ~ s n "  

" V i s i t o r  !:cy,or:5 Ta11.t of Go;,-hs i n  r0;~:sl to:i" 

34. 



"Powelton Man Denies  charges About Eombs" 

" c i t y  S o c i a l  Worker David Gross  Doubles  a s  F r e e  P r e s s  S t a f f e r "  

"SDS Member i s - V e t e r a n  o f  l O l s t  A i r b o r n e  s e r v i c e "  

" P e t i t e  New L e f t i s t $  S t u d i e d  f o r  a  Year  i n  England" 

" ~ o u ~ h e r t ~  High Dropout i s  a  F r e e  P r e s s  E d i t o r "  

" F r e e  P r e s s  No. 2 Man A s s a i l s  B i c e ~ t e n n i a l "  

For  a l l  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  b i a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s e r i e s ,  t h e r e  was 
ff' 
I '  drily onse  s p e c i f j - c  cha rge  o f  v i o l e n c e  o r  l aw-break ing ,  a  " con.F;ssionn 

b y  one T e r r y  Ca ldwe l l ,  a  d r i f t e r  from t h e  wes t  c o a s t  which c l a i r , s d  

t h a t  e a r l y  on J u l y  1970,  h e  had been  r e q u e s t e d  b y  Kenneth bloberg, 

a psychology i n s t r u c t o r  and a  l e a d e r  o f  a  neighborhood g roup  t o  

t e a c h  a c l a s s  i n  t ec i in iques  f o r  d e t o n a t i n g  e x p l o s i v e s  and b 
mark . ,  on a  map s e l e c t e d  t a r g e t s  f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n .  B i g g i n  was dragged  

if 

C, i n t o  t h e  p l o t  b y  a l l e g a t i o n s  ( i n  an a f f i d a v i t  t o  s u p p o r t  a  r a i d  
I 

,yLfi(1"( 
a p p l i c a t i o n  j o i n t l y  b y  t h e  F B I  and CD) t h a t  he, a l o n g  w i t h  

Moberg, were r e p o r t e d  b y  a n  in fo rman t  t o  b e  l i s t e d  among Cald- ell's 

" c o n t a c t s "  and ,  i n  t h e  language  of t h e  a f f i d a v i t  " a r e  knon t o  

a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  m i l i t a n t  a c t i o n  groups  whose avowed p u r p o s e  i s  t h e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  e x p l o s i v e  d e v i c e s  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i ~ e ~ t a x g e t s  

of t h e  p r e s e n t  sys tem o f  governmental,  , e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . "  (sic) . 
$@air  uss 

v .  . - 
Not o n l y  was t h e  r a i d  q u i t e  b u t  C a l d w e l l  t o l d  t h e  

r a i d e r s ,  " I  t a l k  t o o  much. I ' v e  l e a r n e d  a  good l e s s o n  t o  keep  my 

mouth s h u t .  I d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  blow a n y t h i n g  up.  They 4 
were a l l  i n t e l l c c t u a l s " .  A f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  b y  t h e  F B I  and. CD, 

. . i 
k. 

Cald:.!cll was t o l d  t o  l.z:!irc t h e  c i t : ~  2r.d he  sv;if t l .y c lepar ted .  \Cb--  L _ T L  

. the police E a ~ l e d  to reveal, and a p p a r e n t l y  d t d  not  w a n t  Cold*=Ll 



. . h i s  group under  d u r e s s .  A f t e r  he  l e f t  town, he  t r a n s m i t t e d  a  

C) r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  h i s  i n i t i a l  " c o n f e s s i o n "  i n  w h i c h h e  s a i d :  

"The p o l i c e  made i t  c l e a r  t o  me t h a t  i f  I s i g n e d  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h e n  t h e y  would n o t k a e f e r  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  me 
f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  few g r a i n s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  t h e y  c l a i m  t o  
have d i s c o v e r e d  somewhere around t h e  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g "  

He f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  had s i g n e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  

b e c a u s e  h i s  w i f e  was p r e g n a n t  and h e  was e a g e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c i t y .  
J 

. . 
Rizzo  d i s p u t e d  t h e  con ten t ion .  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r  was a  fr<:ine-up 

and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Ca ldwe l l  was n o t  a  p o l i c e  p l a n t  and t h a t  h e  kne 
had  "confes sed"  v o l u n t a r i l y .  Bu t  t h e  f a c t  i s  that1I~Tobercj n o r  h- 
Caldwe l l  was e v e r  charged  w i t h  law v i o l a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  

i n c i d e n t .  And t h e  Labored a t t e m p t s  t o  enmesh B i g g i n  a s  a  s e c r e t  

c o n f e d e r a t e  o f  C a l d w e l l ' s  smacks o f  one o f  t h e  CD's most oven io rked  C - 
gambi t s .  T h i s  ended t h e  g r e a t  Caldwell-Moberg bomb p l o t .  

. . But R i z z o ' s  p r e s s u r e s  b o r e  f r u i t .  The p r i n t e r  who was named 

i n  t h e  newspaper s e r i e s  r e f u s e d  t o  p r i n t  any  more i s s u e s  o f  t h e  

F r e e  P r e s s .  A p r i n c i p a l  a d v e r t i z e r  .was phoned b y  t h e  p o l i c e  and 

warned t o  s t o p  buy ing  s p a c e  i n  t h e  F r e e  P r e s s .  T h e j r  c a l l s  were 

nsi3A ;nq 
supplemented b y  t h e  i n t i  p r e s e n c e  o f  p o l i c e  c a r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h ~ c n t .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  r e g u l a r  b u y e r s  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  space  

fol lowed s u i t .  Two a c t i v i S s  were f i r e d ,  one  from a c i t y  j ob  and t h e  

o t h e r  from a  p u b l i s h i n g  house .  Temple U n i v e r s i t y  t e r m i n a t e d  B i g g i n ' s  

Q U - C L ~  s i k ~ l  
s c h o l a r s h i p  and a p r o c e e  i n g  was i n i t i a t e d ,  a l l e g e d l y  a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  

A (. ~ 

\. .: 
Mob::rg s t r o n q l y  dcn icd  5112 c h l r 3 - s  arid i n r i s t c d  t h a t  he  w a s  

opposcc! t o  viol:?:lcc 2r.i: c l i ? ,  n s t  sc;,l:ort: t h e  u s c  of c : . :p los ivcs .  
. . 



of Rizzo, t o  deport Bi@$in, a Canadim nat ional .  

m e r  the  Parither r a i d s  at the  end of August, 1970, Rizzo m d e  

it c l e a r  t h a t  he ;ias ready f o r  the  f i n a l  Philadelphia is-not-big-enough- 

for-both-of-us duel  with Biggin. I n  a publ ic  s t a t enen t  he p roc l a imd  
L 

t h a t  B lgg in  a d  the  Free Press were "more dangerom than the  Panthers." 

Biggin could hardly affonj. t o  ignore t he  emerging signs of a bang-up 

r a i d .  He and his col-lective had only b m l y  e a ~ e d  a bonb-plot r a i d  F - 
based on what a "highly r e l i a b l e  source'.' had t o l d  Mzzo about the  ?%rcll' 

4 meeting 2nd 'I&& it v!as only a r a t t e r  of tine before  another "highly 

r e l i a b l e  source" would b r h g  him i n foma t ion  Vlhich iiould enable h i m  t o  

save Pni1adelp:hia from a holocaust by a preventive r z i d  r~iliich would 2d7 

min i s t e r  t he  coup de bg-ace t o  the  group already -st wiped out by har- -- 1 

assment. The Wee Press desperately s o w i t  1ega.l sanctuary and in Nov- 

eirber i t s  a t t o r n e F  David Xairys and Peter  Gale, applied t o  the  f ede ra l  

cour t  f o r  protect ion against po l ice  ha-asspent. A t  a trial the  court  

upheld the  a l lega t ions  of system-tic pol ice  harassment of 2 i g i n  and his 

group and issued an o d e r  b a - ~ i n g  po l ice  f r o m  f u r t h e r  in te r fe rence  with 

t he  excercise of r i g h t s  of assoc ia t ion  a d  expression. In l a t e  1941, t he  

p l a i n t i f f s  were forced t o  f i l e  a p e t i t i o n  seeking t o  have the  po l ice  ad- 

judged i n  c o n t e ~ t  of the  co7&'s o r ig ina l  orcier. And, in the  f a l l  of 

1972, a f t e r  Rizzo had l o w  s ince  ascended t o  t he  r ayo ra l t y ,  t i e  po l ice  

department throw i ts  counsel signed a consent decree vihich in these  

words banished the  spectre  of another b o r n b - p l o t 2 i ~  

Tne pol ice  v r i l l  not e n t e r  t he  ho1r.e~ of t he  pl&Ijilffs 
nor linit t h e i r  freedcm of movement, h6.thout a vrarrmt, 
unless such :varmlt less  ac t ion  i s  prece6ed by the  exis-  
tence of su f f i c i en t  e~iidence t h a t  w i l l  support a \mTrmt- 
l e s s  entry  of l im i t a t i on  of fieedorn i n  accordance with 
t he  provisions and acpl ica t ion  of t he  Fourth henck.ent of 
t he  Const i tu t icn of the  United S t a t e s .  The po l ice  w i i l  
not harass p l a i n t i f f s  o r  v io l a t e  any of  t h e i r  r i g h t s  ~LGW- 

anteed under the  Const i tu t ion of t he  Lluted S t a t e s .  

. d  
"Rizzo Charges Plot  Against Pol ice ,  ~ ~ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Evening Bul le t in ,  Sept .1,1970 



~ z z o ' s  t a c t i c s  inevi tab l  included a var ie ty  of in te l l igence  tech- .? 
niques i n  addi t ion t o  those aGeady described. The e n t i r e  s p e c t m  of  

p ro te s t  p ~ p s  was i n f i l t r a t e d  by CD undercover informers; the  tapping 

of tel.ephones was routine as PJaS surve.illance in un!wked c w s .  Here i s  

a descriptiorl by Attorney Jack Levine of the  m e r  in wl~ich mc-etings were 

monitored: . 
"Tne police bring the :iorks, portable tape recorders,  movie 
and s t i l l  c a r a s ,  and cml+as t h a t  appear t o  be te lev is ion  
tape cuneras. The C i v i l  Disol)e&j.ince o f f i ce r s  bring the  tape 
recorders t o  all the public gather-s and i n d m r  :~?eetings, 

they a t tend .  A t  the  indoor meetings, they s i t  v e r j  urn- 
obtrusively i n  the audience with the recorders on. Occasion- 
a l l y  rnmbers of the audience draw a t t en t ion  t o  the f a c t  thay 
they are there  with t h e i r  tape recorders, and when t h a t  i s  done 
they frequently 2et up and l e a v e . " J  

An extraordjnary exhibit ion of Phi ladelphia 's  s u v e i l l m c e  prac t ices  

was presented t o  the Amerj.cm pub1i.c i n  the  NBC telecs,st, " E r s t  %es&y" 

of June 2,  1970, in which Rizzo played the  lex l ing  p z r t  with Fencl in a 

sunporting ro le .  There on the te lev is ion  screen a peaceful demnst ra t ion  

i s  pictured.  Fencl and Rizzo are engaged in ident i fy ing  the  par t ic ipants  

who a r e  a l s o  being photographed by pol ice  cameras on closed c i r c u i t  t e le -  

v i s ion .  Fencl enlightens Rizzo about the  drmratis perscrae.  Rizzo ob- 

serves of one picketer.  "That l i t t l e  g i r l  over there ,  she ' s  a t  a l l  these 

J 
Outdoor photography is discussed i n  q a t e r  d e t a i l  below. 



F e n c l  r e p l i e s ,  "Yeah w e  g o t  h e r  name" and 1 l e . t h e n  p r o c e e d s  

t o  i d e n t i f y . b y  name s i x  o t h e r  d e m n s t r a t o r s .  A s  we a r e  f j o l t ed  

by  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  of  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  engag ing  in p u b l i c  

s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  p e a c e f u l  p r o t e s t o r s  and v i s i b l y  p r e e n i n g  

t h e m s e l v e s  on t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  - a  

. . ' b o a s t f u l  r e a s s u r a n c e  t o  the v iewing  audie;:cc t h a t  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  no th ing  e s c a p e s  t h e  Argus-eyed p o l i c e  - we a r e  

a g a i n  shocked b y  f i l m s  of t h e  f i l e s  of  d i s s e n t e r s  many w i t h  

t h e i r  names showing on  t h e  s c r e e n .  Now F e n c l  t a k e s  o v e r ,  
' d  ,ar3jiil Gl~i)l 

his  v o i c e  aglow w i t h  +&Fe pr ide , '  

. . 
''t7e have  :n2de a r e c o r d  o f  e v e r y  d e ~ a n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  

0 .  w e ' v e  handled  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  P h i l x l e l r h i a  and 
r educed  t h i s  t o  w r i t i n g ,  f i r s t  b y  r e p o r t  and t.hen 
t a k i n g  o u t  t h e  names of pe r sons  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  movements. we have  s o m e  l8,OGO n>mes and 
w e ' v e  made what we c a l l  an a l p h a b e t i c a l  f i l e .  we 
make a  5 by 8 c a r d  on each  d e m o n s t r a t o r  t h a t  we 
know t h e  name and so  f o r t h  t h a t  we hazd1.e. T h i s  
c a r d  shows such i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t h e  n a n e ,  a d d r e s s ,  
p i c t i i r e  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  and a  l i t t l e  r u n  Sown on 
t h e  pe-rzon.. .which g r o u p  h; p i c k e t s  w i t h  anc? s o  
f o r t h .  Also,  on t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c a r d ,  we show t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  ; ' e n o n s t r a t i o n s ,  t h e  d a t e ,  t i m e ,  and 
1oca t io ; l  2nd t h e  g roups  t ? . a t  t h e  pe r son  h a s  p i c k e t e d  
w i t h .  We have  sonc  600 d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  
w e ' v e  ~ncoun tc . r ed  i n  t h e  P h i ! . x l e l ~ h i a  a r e a .  P:e h a v e  
s u c h  orgui:izlkior.s a s  t h e  K l u  Ki:]:: i<l2n,  which we.. . 
. a s  ;leu c l : ~  see, v:c :11..rc q u i t 2  2 r,~-:,:>,::r.~!:i.p t h e r e -  
And a l l  t l ic  ,way o v e r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c;r trcme, t h e  L e f t  
o r g , m i z a t i . o n s  sucll a s  t h e  SDS ar,d s o  f o r t h .  The m s t  
a c t i v e  oi:? ri.gi1t nox\$ i s  t l , ~  SDS orgi , .n izat ion. .  . b o t h  
t h e  Lsbor Coninittc:e, t h e  i.;cclt:hcrialn orq,-anizat:ons and 
' a  l o t  o f  t:he p e a c e  g r o u p s :  a r e  e ~ t r e n e l y  a c f i v e  a t  t h c s  
t ime . .  .?he Student M o b i . l i z a t i a n  C o m m i t t e e ,  t ) r c  F r i e n d s '  
Peace c h m i ~ i k t e e ,  Quaker  A c t i o n  Groups  and 50 f o r t h . "  



It i s  n o t  rncrely t h a t  t h e r e  is no l e g a l .  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  ;:or t h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  names and a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  engaged 

i n  a non-v io l en t  p r o t e s t .  What i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  h e r e ,  

- i s  t h a t  two p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  - 
compounded t h e  i m p r o p r i e t y  oE the i r  

. - . 
s u r v e i l l a n c e  by p u b l i c l y  expos ing  their t a r g e t s ,  w i t h o u t  

b o t h e r i n g  t o  a s k  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s c n t  of  c o u r s e ,  t o  a na t ion -wide  

aud ience  under  circurnskances t rhich i n e v i t a b l y  . i n v i t e  t h e  public 

condemnation of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  - e l s e  why would t h e  p o l i c e  

b e  so  e a g e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  thsm? 

. . 

- I 
.- - + --\ 

I ! And what about the. - 18,000 

7 f i l e  c a r d s  -3 - - - I . ,  

-Many of t h e  c a r d s  were  compilcd from c o n v e n t i o n a l  - 

s o u r c e s :  p r e s s  c l i p p i n g s ,  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s ,  photogxaphs ,  

in former  r e p o r t s ,  s c h o o l  and u n i v e r s i t y ,  employne r~ t ,  c r e d i t ,  

medica l  and r e l a t e d  r e c o r d s ,  i n v e s t i g a t  i v c  i n t e r v l c w s  w i t h  

l a n d l o r d s ,  f r i e n d s ,  t a x i  d r i v e r s ,  p a r t e n t s ,  e t c .  ~ u t  t h e  rost 

f e r t i l e  s o u r c e  of t h e  16,OCO c a r d s  was,  u n t i l  1971,  i n f o r m a t i o n  

e x t r a c t e d  from t h o s e  h e l d  a t  p o l i c e  p r e c i n c t s ,  



~- ..-~ . . I ' 

7 '  - - - - jlhe p o l i c e  routinely 
m/(uLrn&(w\- 1 / 4 c v W l J @  

f i l l e d  o u t  an ! ' I n t e l l i ge r i ce  Sununary !' f rom a l l  p e r s o n s  
.4 

t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  w h i l e  enqzging i n  unpopu la r  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  The completed.  forms i n c l u d e d  such i n f o r m a t i o n  . . 

as  " o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  t o  which t h e  s u b j e c t  b e l o n g & ,  h i s  

. . 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  a s s o c i i i t c d  .with, h i s  

&,a &,j &L&C 
r e l i g i o n  and h i s  educa t ion .  The p o l i c e  

. .  . c b  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
. -., 

fl O-~. l Summary n o t  o n l y  , p e r s o n s  a r r e s t e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  

' w i t h  c r i m i n a l  cha rges  b u t  a l s o  37m t h o s e  n o r e l y  t a k e n  

i n t o  c u s t o d y  and subsequen t ly  r e l e a s e d  w i t h o u t  any' c h a r g e s  

<:.. b e i n g  lo sged  a g a i n s t  then .  ~ h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were  t o l d  t P , a t  FX 

. . 

t h e y  would n o t  b e  r e l e a s e d  u n t i l  t h e y  c o o p e r a t e d  a n d  were  

. . 
' . o f t e n  h e l d  i n  p o l i c e  cus tod  11 f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e  

f o r  t h i s  purpose.  I n d i v i d u a l s  who were  p l aced  under  . a r r e s t  

%,!\ Q,+ 
and r e f  used t o A  t h e  I n t e l l - i g c n c e  Sunnary were  t h e n  charqcc3 

w i t h  r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t ,  

I n  t h e  c o u r s c  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  b l a n k s  

i n  t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Summary, t h e  p o l i c e  m+de it a  p r a c t i c e  o f  

i n d i c a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  interrogation t h e i r  d i s l i k e  f o r  

and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c 2 1  vizs..rs. They a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  

@ it was necessary f o r  p o l i c e  pu rposes  t o  know abou t  h i s  m e r b e r s h i p  



about: t h c  f a c t  t h a t  they w'rc m a i n t a i n i n g  c l o c c  s u r v e i l l ? ~ n c e  

and o b s e r v a t i o n  o v e r  t h c  s u b ' c c t ' s  . p o i i t i c ' i ~ l  a c t i v i t i e s  and 
ra,hjb/rd flu?; wq,ues-ico 

warned him t h a t  u n l e s s  h  ' - 3 i n 5 6 r m l t i o n  11b would b e  

f a c e d  w i t h  f u r t h e r  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s  such a s  r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t .  

T h i s  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Summary was conce ived  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  
. .. 

purpose  of b u i l d i n g  d o s s i e r s .  I n  t h e  L a t e  s i x t i e s  t h e  - 

d r a g n e t  d e t e n t i o n  and a r r e s t  became cornxonplace i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  

mass a r r e s t s  ( f rom t h r e c  t o  t h i r t y )  were  r o u t i n e  and i n d i v i d u a l  

h a r a s s i n g  ( " i n v e s t i g a t o r y " )  a r r e s t s  even more so  - e s p e c i a l l y  

for Pan the r s .who  were  u s u a l l y  d e t a i n e d  on a  p r e t e x t  f rom a  

h a l f  hour t o  t h r e e  h o u r s  and t l len r e l e a s e d .  Every such  a r r e s t  . 
o r  d e t e n t i o n  which could  b e  p l a u s + b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  

o r  "cause"  a c t i v i t y  became t h e  b a s i s  f o r  compi l ing  an 

I n t e l l i g e n c e  Summary, r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  f i l e s  even i f  n o ' a r r c s t  

was made. 

Here i s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a c c o u n t ,  b y  a  member of  a  

peace  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of how t h i s  p r o c c d u r e  o p e r a t e d :  

"Wel l ,  when we were a r r e s t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t h e y  b rouqh t  u s  i n t o  a  roo:n and bcgJn t a k i n g  
p i c tu re . ?  o f  t h e  p c o p l e  t h e r e .  Thi'n t h e y  s a t  
everybody dorm Sncl askcd them a whole s e r i e s  
o f  q u e s t i o n s ,  incluc?ing what o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e  
belonged t o ,  what r e l i g i o n  t?e w e r e ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  
,and so on. >And it bccamc a p p a r e n t  r i g h t  away . . 
t h a t  t h i s  w a s n ' t  p a r t  o f  t he  n o r ~ n a l  booking p r o c e d u r e ,  
b u t  was r c a l l y  a n  i n t e l l i c j c n c e  system.  bind a nu~nher  
o f  u s  r e f u s e d  t o  answer thc q u c s t i o n s  and t h o s e  of 'us 



who refused \+!em charged with fi:,s:isting a r ~ e s t ,  
which i s  r ea l ly  s t r a > e .  Some of the  pccple a t  
the dem3nstration 1.efused t o  gc t o  the paddy Iwa- 
gon and went 1- a i d  llati t o  be carr ied a id ,  be- 
cause so imny people were a r res ted ,  the pol ice 
were at a los s  t o  v:ho had walked and who hadn't .  
So they decided t o  charge those people viho dich't 
answer the questions with r e s i s tkg  arrest. I n  
other  wor.ds, the punishment f o r  refi~sing t o  an- 
swer the questions b r a s  r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t  even though 
there were people who by t h e i r  behaviour might be 
considel-ed t o  have been resisting a r r e s t  who 
weren't so ch*rged. 

I n  1970, the Philadelphia ACLU sued t o  restrah the  use of the In- 

tel l igence S m w y  as  unconstitutional.  In June 1971, as a r e s u l t  of the  

suit, the Police &p&mnt w e d  t o  abandon the  use of the Intel l igence 

Inevit?.bly Nzzo ' s  abuse of power gave r i s e  t o  s t m n g  opposition. 

His punitive response t o  the oppos i t ion , i s  an in t eg ra l  pa r t  of the  in- 

te l l igence  formula f o r  obtaining power. Rizzo's use of police surve i l l -  

ance f i l e s  is illuminated by the  context of t h i s  response t o  wMch I now 

turn. 

In the spring of 1970, thirty-tiuo Philadelphia groups organized 

COPPAR (Coalition of Organizations f o r  Pc'ice Accomtahili ty and 'esponsi- 

b i l i t y )  t o  combat oppressive pract ices  by the  police.  COPPAR held i t s  

neetings a t  the  Spring Garden Cornunity Center supported in par t  by the  

United Fund. In 1971, the Center's d i rec tor  who requested a $50,000.00 

contribution rms i n f o m d  by the  Fund t h a t  Rizzo had ca l led  and demmded 

t h a t  the Center be denied a l l  f inanc ia l  support because COPPAR w a s  per- 

mitted t o  meet there and the d i rec tor  had become "too involved" with COPPAR. 

'Ihe d i rec tor  was t o l d  tha t  he would receive no funding unless he disasso- 

c ia ted  himself f r o m  COPPAR. 



COPPAR'S co-chairman Floyd P l z t t o n  was employed by 

t h e  c i t y  Water Department b u t  w a s  removed from h i s  j o b ,  w i t h o u t  

being fired, and g iven  n o  d u t i e s  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  n i n e  months 

u n t i l  a F e d e r a l  c o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h a t  he be r e s t o r e d  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  

b e c a u s e  h e  had been den ied  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  r e a s o n  f o r  his 



t r e a t m e n t .  Not t h a t  t h e  p a l i c e  were  n o t  v i g i l a n t  i n  

( ;) s e a r c h i n g  f o r  reasons .  Dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  of h i s  i d l e n e s s  
d 

P l a t t o n  was f r w u e n t l y  t r a i l e d  b y  CD c a r s .  He a l s o  

l e a r n e d  t h a t  F e n c l ' s  f i l e  on him h ~ d  been t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  

h i s  s u p e r i o r  and h i s  phone tapped .  COPPAX o f f i c e  'phones  

w e r e  a l s o  tapped  and t h e  p o l i c e  wa tch ing  p r o j e c t ,  O p e r a t i o n  

. - A l e r t ,  o rgan ized  b y  COPPRR's co-chairman Mary Rouse was 

i n £  i l t r a t e d  b y  a  CD i n f o r m e r ,  w h i l e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the 

program were  r e g u l a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  f rom l i c e n s e  p l + t e  

numbers. On one  o c c a s i o n ,  a p o l i c e  in formcR'confessed  t h a t  

t h e  p o l i c e  used a  p r e t e x t  t h a t  Mrs. R o u s e ' s  l i f e  had been  

t h r e a t e n e d  t'o t r a i l  h e r  and p r e v e n t  h e r  f rom p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

0 i n  a demons'iratioi-I a g a i n s t  p o l i c s  &use .  ~.lrs. ~ o u s e ,  

h e r s e l f  a  former  employee o f  a  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e t e c t i v e  agency,  

h a s  d e s c r i b e d  p o l i c e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  p r a c t i c e s  a g a i n s t  h e r s e l f  

and h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  a  t e l e v i s i o n  program: 

"Well ,  i t ' s  j u s t  gone from one t h i n g  t o  tile o t h e r ,  
f rom s t a t i o n a r y  s u r v e i l l a n c d  on my house  and c e n t e r  
t o  moving s u r v e i l l a n c e  of myself and p e o p l e  who 
v i s i t  my home, t h e  c e n s u r e  of ny m a i l ,  t h e  t a p p i n g  
o f  my t e l e p h o n e  and a l l  k ind  of t h r e a t s ,  you know, 
when you can h e a r  t e l e t y p e s  g o i n g  i n  t h e  back  of 
the  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  " 

Rizzo  has n o t  o n l y  t r i e d  t o  makc l i f e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
'.. 

h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f o e s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  l a w y e r s  wllo, 

i n  thcir  professional c a p a c i t y ,  o p p s c  t h e  p o l i c e .  T h e r e  &4?5 



city i n  t .11~  United S t a t e s  lv.:licre l c c j ~ l  &clvocJcy on b e h a l f  
I' 
1 

of  rn in0r i t i c . s  and t h e  poor h a 3  been  under  such p r e s s u r e s  - 

and abuse  n - & p = b ~ ~ ; ~ - i ' ~ t t - i , ; 1 E k s  by 

lower  c o u r t  judges  who -- p e r m i t t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

become i n s t r u m e n t s  of R i z z o ' s  program o f  r e p r i s a l .  

The OEO-f unded Comnunity ~ e g 9 1  S e r v i c e s  was s u h j  e c t e d  

t o  c o n s t s n t  p r e s s u r e  b e c a u s e  it unde r took  t h e  d e f e n s e  of  

the  r i g h t s  of  v i c t i m s  o f  p o l i c e  abuses .  I ts  phoncs w e r e  

t apped  by t h e  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  depa r tmen t  

tx,t$ 
under  I n s p e c t o r  i\ I and ~ l z z o  t r i e d  b y  an  a p p e a l  

t o  Washington,  t o  c u t  .off i t s  funds .  S i m i l a r  t a c t i c s  were  

used  i n  1967 t o  liill a la1.7 s u i t  f i l e d  i n  r e s p q n s e  t o  t h e  
. . 

E?ovemler p o l i c e  a t t a c k  on h i g h  s c h o o l  d e n o n s t r a t o r s  a l r e a d y  

d i s c u s s e d .  The Commissioner f i r s t  charged  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  

lawyers  was a Communist and c a l l e d  Washington t o  denand t h a t  

t h e  OED s ~ n s o r s h i p  of t h e  lar.7 s u i t  b e  witlnndrawn. A second 

lawyer  suddenly found h i inse l f  i n  tax t r o u b l e  and a t h i r d  was 

f a c e d  w i t h  trumped-up c h a r q e s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  s t o l e n  goods.  The '' 

' Community Lega l  S e r v i c e  h a s  been the  t a r g e t  of r e p e a t &  

.. ' A "- 
a t t e m p t s  a t  in£  i l t r a t i o n .  

R i r a o  i n v a r i a b l y  trid t o  a t t a c k  h i s  c r i t i c s  a s  

s u b v e r s i v e .  For csarnple, h e  l c t  it be kno-m t h a t  Spencer  Co::e 

t h e  c ~ i e r r j e t i c  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Fhi1; ldelpl l ia  ACLU, o n e  of R i z z o ' s  

J 
Philadelphia's United Fund rias attacked by Rizzo i n  1969 because it helped 

support agencies which hired lawyers, i n  Rizzo's words, "to take us on" 

and thus dennr3li7~d t . h ~  nnli ce . 
cc5- 



l o n g - t i n e  c r i t i c s ,  had once  bzen in  Comnunist China. I n  

(-'* , 1969 t h e  La7wyer s Committee f o r  C i v i l  R i g h t s  under  . L ; ~ V J  

an Averican Ear . 4 s soc i a t i on  c o n i i t t e e  forme-' i n  1963 Z t  

P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy's  s u g g e s t i o n ,  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  

were t a k i n g  ind iv idua l - s  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l ine-UPS.  A young l awyer ,  -\lien K l e i n  

. . ' v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  work on t h e  l a w s u i t .  I n  acco rdance  w i t h  

common p r a c t i c e  i n  c a s e s  o f  t h c s  s o r t ,  o t h e r s  " s i m i l a r l y  

s i t u a t e d "  ( i . e . ,  young b l a c k s  who had a l s o  b e e n  

shangha ied  b y  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r  t h i s  purpose)  viere i n v i t e d  t o  

p a s t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s u i t  i f  t h e y  wished.  Rizzo  comnenced 
. . 

a carnpaicln o f  p r e s s u r e  q a i n s t  K l e i n  i n ' b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  

- ' s e s s i o n s  w i th  t1,e P h i l a d e l p h i a  B a r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  1 n  

June of 1970 h e  came o u t  i n  t h e  open  and n o t i f i e d  t h e  p r e s s  

. . t h a t  h e  had s e n t  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  - 4 t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  a  l e n g t h y  

i n v e s t i g a t i v e  f i l e  c h a r g i n g  t h a t  ~ l e i n  had v i o l a t e d  t h e  

~. . canons  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  p r o h i b i t i n 9  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  einployment and " s t i r r i n g  u p  s t r i f e  and 

l i t i c j a t i o n . "  I n  August a Bar Committee r e j e c t e d  t i le  c h a r g e s  

and i n  September 197C. F e 6 e r a l  D i s t r i c t  J u 6 g c  Harold i;ood 

I . . ILt.,awyers S-kand C r r m  a n  P L I ~ ' ~  ic S D C V I C C  r s sue le ,  B u l l e t  in, 
A u q l ~ s t  6 ,  1.370; "Ps! i ce  FnJoihrd o n  ~ o r c d  L i n e - u p " ,  
N e w - y o r k  ritnes, September  10, , 1970. 

. . 



-- ,w 
(J t h a t  d u r i n g  h i s  t e r n  a s  Commissioner,  ~ i z z o  

the  'CD f i l e  c o l l e c t i o n  a 5  a w e a ~ a n  a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  ft fi!k/?- :;: v,.,. 

c r i t i c s  and his p o l i t i c a l  encmics. i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  

of t h e  CD squad under Rizzo  was t o  m n i t o r  c r i t i c s  of  t h e  

p o l i c e .  Iiere a r e  two a c c o u n t s  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  I n  o n e  

. . c a s e  i n  1967 a  man d i s t r i b u t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h e  . 
consumers '  P a r t y  was c a l l e d  a  " b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t "  b y  a  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .  The 'ICLU w r o t e  t o  t h e  P o l i c e  Covmiss ioner  

on h i s  beha1.f b u t  r e c e i v e d  no r e p l y .  A week l a t e r ,  t h e  . , 

corfiplzinant  on r e t u r n i n g  hone found e i g h t  msmbers of  t h e  
. . 

CD squad i n s i d e  s e a r c h i n g  h i s  b e l o n q i n g s .  They had no 

-, w a r r a n t s  and e::plainec! t h z t  t h e y  had cone  i n  r c s w n s e  t o  a  

r e p o r t  of  a  f i r e  of which t h e r e  were  no s i g n s  on t h e  p remises .  

A second incident :  i s  d e s c r l b c d  by At to rney  Jack J. ~ e v i n e ;  

"During t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  A p i l  1951  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p,:Slic a t t z n t i o n  v?ss cir2::ln t o  an i n c i c h n t  x2ny 
y e a r s  ago d u r i c g  wi:Fch for:2er p o l i c e  C o ~ ~ x i s s i o n c r ,  
Yran:; R i z z o  ~ h y s i c ; l l l y  s t ruc? ;  tt ?c:zo;.stratcr a t  
t h e  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Buil(2ing. I .  Iiizzo ~12s accused  

' ' .  b y  t h e  a v e r n o r  and S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' o f  h a v i n g  
v i o l a t e d  t h e  l a w  i n  apprehending  o n e  Eugc!:e Dawkins. 
During t h e  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  o v e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  a  n u ~ b e r  
of  concerned c i t i z e n s  held an inforr:ral he . i r lng t o  
h e a r  i i i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  b e a t i n g  d e s c r i b e  vjhdt t h e y  saw 
o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  ' The meet ing  was h e l d  on 1 . 1 3 ~  1 3 ,  1971  
a t  t h e  F i r s t  U n i t a r i a n  Church a t  2125 C h e s t n u t  S t r c e t ,  
and t h e  h e a r i n g  p ~ n e l  i n c l u d e d  L o i s  F o r e r ,  E s q . ;  



- 
:-. Er .  X i i l i a in  Canp ( D i r e c t o r  of F r i e n d s  FIosp i ta l  - 

ancl forrner f ' cnnsy lvan ia  Corrlni r s i o n e r  of !.I,r'ntal. - ' 

Heal th)  ; i . l i l l iar,l  Eleifeld ' ( ~ r - s i d e n t  or' R e t a i l  
c l e r k ' s  TJnion) ; 2nd Rcv. Viycliff JCinqSharrie 
( D i r e c t o r  of Wcst Fhilade1.phia 11:LlcP) . 
A s  t h e  meet ing began ,  I saw a  nan  who I b e l i e v e 2  
t o  b e  a  po l - i c s  o f f i c e r  and n:cmbcr of t h e  CD S q u s d .  
I approached him,  i d e n t i f i e d  m y s e l f ,  and asked him 
whether  h e  was an o f f i c e r .  I!e looked a t  me, ?-qd 
v e r y  n i c e l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t ,  no ,  h e  was n o t  a p o l i c e  
o f f  i c c r :  y e s ,  h e  would l i k c ; , ~ i s e  o b j e c t  i.f un2e rcovc r  . .. p o l i c e  were  p r e s e n t  b e c a u s e  he h i m s e l f  had S e e n  

- - m i s t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  p a c t  by '  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .   is gave  
h i s  name a- 'Taney '  o r  'Tezney '  ail6 s a i d  h e  works 
I .  ~n t h e  c r e d i t  d e p z r t n e n t  a t   it B r o t h e r s ' ,  I 
a-mlogize2 t o  him f o r  my s u s ~ i c i o n ,  and t o g e t h z r  'hie 

agreed  t h a t  un2crzovzr  r r> l ice  a t  a  n e e t i n s  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  would b e  unwarranted znd a d i r g x a c e .  

On Tuesday, .4ugu.st 1C, 1971  a t  abou t  1 P.t.1.. I 
observed t h e  same g e n t l e n a n  s i t t i r i b  i n  d ~ o l i c e  

. . v e h i c l e  on a  p l 3 i n c l c t h e s  d e t l i l  a t  1 5 t h  ~ 7 . d  C: lss tnut  
. . S t r e e t s .  I approacl~c:! h i -  and ~is:r=d h i a  i f  h e  were  

c'- 
t. ~.: a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .  I i c  r e p l i e d  yes .  I asked him h i s  

name and he r e p l i e d  'Tzney '  . 
R i z z o ' s  ruthlessness i n  s t i f l i n g  c r i t i c i s m  o f  tine 

depar tment  was a  c l u e  t o  a s i m i l a r  r ~ 3 u s  o?crzndi  i n  t h e  - 
c o r r i d o r s  of ,power. Dur ing  h i s ,  t e r m  a s  F o l i c e  C o x ~ i s s i o n e r  

Rizzo p laced  impor t an t  p o l i c e  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  i n  o t h e r  c i t y  

d e p a r t m e i ~ t s .  Iie waged a czlnpaign a g a i n s t  j udges  who &is- 

p leased  him, warning them t h a t  would s i n g l e  them o u t  b y  name 

and -work a g a i n s t  t h e i r  r e - e l e c t i o n  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  ch j l lqe  whzt 
. . 

he cons ide red  to  b e  an o v e r l y  p e r ~ n i s s i v e  a t t i t u d e  toward 

d e f e n d a n t s  and t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  p roccs s .  \ h e n  a  c i t y  counc i lmln  



took  a  p u b l i c  s t and  a g a i n s t  him h e  lcalccd h i s  d o s s i e r  

th rough  a  r igh t -wing  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  F h i l a d e l p h i a  a r ea .  

One of R i z z o ' s  long t i n e  a n t a g g n i s t s  i s  

R icha rdson  Dihv'orth a  prominent  P h i l a d e l p h i a n ,  l a w y e r ,  banke r  

and former  Mayor who it w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d  c l a s h e d  w i t h  t h e  

v e n g e f u l  commissioner '  abou t  p o l i c i n g  t h e  p u b l i c '  s c h o o l s .  

. .. e f ? '1 
Now read  t h i s  co l loquy  (on t h c  CBS t k l e c a s t ,  under S u r v e i l l a n c e ,  

December 2 2 ,  1371) between p h o t o - j o u r n a l i s t  David Schoumacher 

and D i 1<o r t h  : 

Schoumacher: And w h i l e  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c l a i m . .  . f i l e s  
a r e  n e v e r  i ~ s s d  t o  h u r t  anyone,  t h e r e ' s  a 
man i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  who d i s s u t e s  t h a t .  
1 2 3  South  Broad i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a d d r e s s e s  
i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  f  in rznc ia l  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  
a d d r e s s  of  the law o f f  i c e s  o f .  l i i ch3 rdscn  
D i l w o r t h ,  one  of t h e  c i t y ' s  \ ? e a l t h i e s t  
and most i n f l u e n t i a l  c i t i z e n s ,  fo rmsr  1.13y3r, 
d j - r e c t o r  of  a  b a n k ,  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  and l e a d e r  of t h e  
Establj.shinenk o r  n o t ,  s t i l l  t i l e  s u b j e c t  of a 
p o l i c e  d o s s i e r ,  compi l ed ,  h e  s a y s ,  by t h e n  
Commissioner Rizzo .  

D i lwor t h  :  he p o l i c e  under t h e  Comniss ioner  co l l e c t e d  
d o s s i e r s ,  ~ ' d  s a y ,  on t h o u s a ~ d s  of c i t i z e n s .  
Ee h a s  b o a s t e d  i n  m e e t i n g s ,  c n e  of t h e  
mee t ings  w i t h  u s ,  t h a t  h e  had a s  c o m p l e t e  f i l e s  
on t h e  p e o p l e  a s  i . ~ .  J. Edgar I'oover does .  
A t  o n e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  board  m e e t i n g s  where t h e  

-. Mayor i n s i s t e d  t h c  PoliL:e Commissioner b e  
p r e s e n t ,  toigarcl t l l e  en6 of t h c  mccti.ng t h e  
C o n ~ ~ i s s i o n c r  v e r y  o: ; tentz t i .ously  thre-..I a 
n u i h e r  o,f f i l e s  on  t h e  t a b l e  a ~ ~ d  s a i d ,  ' ' I ' v e  
g o t  enocgh on e v e r y  one  o f  you,  ' p o i n t i r . 9  
a t  u s  - 



Sc:~ou:.;achec : Meaning wl~orn'? 

o f  Cdcca t ion  - ' t o  r u n  you o u t  o f  t h e  
c i t y .  ' 

Schoumacher: w e l l ,  t iha t  was your  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  

Di lwor th :  Our r e a c t i o n  was n o t  t o  say  a s i n g l e  word. 
We j u s t  looked a t  h im i n  a b s o l u t e  s i l e n c e  
and sorne a s t o n i s h n e n t .  

Schournacher: w e l l ,  d o  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h o s e  f i l e s  
that h e  t h r e w  on  t h e  2esk were  i n  fa,,_ 
f i l e s  on  you and sone  o f  your f e l l o w  
s c h o o l  b o a r d  mcnhers? 

D i l w o r t h  : I t h i n k  t h c y  were.  Yes ,  ~ ' m  s u r e  h e ' s  g o t  
a f i l e  o n  e v e r y  s c h o o l  bo'ard member. 

Schoumacher: Did h e  t h r e a t e n  t o  u s e  t h o s e  f i l e s  in 
. . 

. .  , an  a t t e m p t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  your v o t e ?  
. .  . 

D i l ~ o r t h :  No, I t h i n k  t h i s  was j u s t ' t o  malie it p l 2 i n  n . . .  
w. . t o  u s  t h a t  u n l e s s  we s o r t  o f  f e l l  i n  l i n e  

and c e s s e d  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  co rmmiss ionor  
and h i s  methods i.n t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  w e  
would regret it. 

. . 

Schoumacher: Al though a n o t h e r  rr.embcr o f  t h e  s c h a o l  
board  p i v a t e l y  c o n f i r n s  D i l w o r t h '  s s t o r y ,  
R i z z o  i n s i s t s  i t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  p r e s s u r e s  b y  Rizzo  o n  h i s  o p p s i t i o n  

b rough t  an angry r e s s o n s e  i n  1963 f rom f o u r  l o c a l  c i v i l  
G L k  , . 

r i g h t s  and l e i ~ a l  q roups  . . who dcnounccd biayor T a t e ,  R izzo  and 
A 

l1arrir.qton f o r  "a conccrteci  c ; l~+-i r jn  t o  ~ l l c c  t h e  ~ o l i c e  above 

t h e  la!.< and t o  p revcn t  the poor from b , l inn  r e p r c s c n t c ~ i  by leq . i l  
.- 

_2___-'-- 

u h l i c  s td te iozn t  d a t z d  ~ u l y  2 ,  10G3, q u o t e d  i n  

Cornmancal., May 1, 1 3 7 L ,  " C i t y  o f  Big Brot 'nc?rly ~ o v e " .  



The c o n v e n t i o n a l  u s e  o f  f i l e s  t o  d i s c r e d i t  

_,' 

, ,' - . l e f t - w i n g e r s  and t o  h a n d i c a p  t h e  p u b l i c  a i r i n g  o f  t h e i r  

. . c a u s e s ,  - .. - . . . - - - -- -- - - is 

p e r v a s i v e  i n  p h i l a d e l p h i a .  The f i l e s  axe  used n o t  o n l y  a s  
f i d  d,', e!Ld. ;+;- - 

a  means o f  combat t ing l o c a  l e a d e r s  b u t  a warn ing  t o  . . f l  
7 

" o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r s " .  When Rizzo  becane  Comniss ioner ,  t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  g h e t t o  was i n  t u r r n ~ i l .  H e  p rompt ly  t o l d  t h e  

p r e s s  t h a t  h e  was prepared  f o r  t h e  o u t s i d e  ag i ta tor ,$ ; ,  ';If 

o n e  o f  t h e s e  a g i t a t o r s  comes, he '  11 b e ' t a k e n  on and ta!<en 

on q u i c k l y . .  .And h e  may be v e r y  s o r r y  h e  c a n e  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a . .  ." 
He-made it a l l  v e r y  c l e a r  a t  a l a t e r  n z c t i n g  o f  a  media 

e x c c u t i v e s :  " I f  S t o k e l y  C + r m i c h ~ e l  cones  t o  tox.,n, w e ' r e  

r eady  f o r  him. w e ' v e  g o t  a  wnole roor?.ful of  t a p e s  on  

?l .~hA 1 
t h i s  guy a s  ev idence ."  And n o t  a f , ~ e r v a r d  when he t a n g l e d  

4 
w i t h  l o c a l  W11,lCp h e a d ,  C e c i l  i.:ooke, h e  a s s u r e d  r e p o r t e r s  

t h a t  h e  had t h e  same k ind  o f  " t a p e s "  f o r  u s e  i n  a  shol,i!own 

J 
w i t h  Moore. -- . 

. A  
The quotaticns are frcn Sem31-d PZcConnick, "God aless AWanlc FAzzo," Pilila- 
delphia Phgazine, August 1969. 


