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AFSC Midwest Digest – November 2020 

Highlights of work from around the region 
 

 

Providing mutual aid for people facing deportation 
The AFSC Iowa Immigrant Rights program recently partnered with five other 

organizations to host a successful supply drive for people facing deportation. (Click for 

more information, photos and this guide to creating a mutual aid network.) The Iowa 

Immigrant Community Fund, partly administered by AFSC, has received a $750,000 

donation to support immigrant meatpackers and farmworkers. AFSC is also celebrating 

great news regarding a recent Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling favorable to 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) holders. Learn more in English and Spanish. 

 
 

Urging that every vote count 
Angie Amison, the new Mutual Aid Coordinator for the AFSC Michigan Criminal 

Justice Program, is quoted here about why it’s so important that every vote was 

counted in the recent election. Colleagues Demetrius Titus comments on the passage of 

“clean slate” laws; Jacq Williams writes about solitary confinement and prison 

suicide; and Natalie Holbrook talks about a new mail policy in prisons, the LGBTQ+ 

Community and Incarceration, and the need to invest in rehabilitation. Natalie also 

shares this Community Safety Toolkit from Washtenaw County. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/4923192281027822/
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2726&k=0941716a20
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/how-to-create-mutual-aid-network?emci=12a8e0fa-131a-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&emdi=56db3f86-dc1e-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=770453&utm_source=weekendreading110430&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2020/10/13/covid-iowa-immigrant-meatpacking-farmworker-aid-anonymous-donation/3639309001/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2842827099334680
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1290128614678892
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2020/11/04/rival-protesters-cry-count-every-vote-stop-count/6165558002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2020/11/04/rival-protesters-cry-count-every-vote-stop-count/6165558002/
https://www.washtenawvoice.com/2020/11/02/clean-slate-laws-aim-to-help-offenders-get-back-on-their-feet/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/opinion/contributors/viewpoints/2020/10/28/truth-suicide-solitary-confinement/3727469001/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/opinion/contributors/viewpoints/2020/10/28/truth-suicide-solitary-confinement/3727469001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/10/23/michigan-prison-photocopies-mail-policy/3712961001/
https://www.facebook.com/JustLeadersUSA/videos/345603053207352
https://www.facebook.com/JustLeadersUSA/videos/345603053207352
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/stateside-detroit-moms-gun-violence-mdoc-reentry-center-closing-rise-college-esports
https://bit.ly/35GfMrA
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November 29th interfaith service to offer hope, resiliency 
AFSC is hosting an Interfaith Service in Solidarity with the Palestinian People on 

Sunday, November 29 at 5 p.m. CT. Organized by the Chicago Faith Coalition on 

Middle East Policy, the program will include music, prayers, and words of inspiration 

from the Muslim, Christian, and Jewish traditions. Also mark your calendars for the 

next two No Way to Treat a Child webinars on Tuesday, Nov. 17 and Tuesday, Dec. 15 

at 7 pm CT and an online fundraiser with Joyce Ajlouny of AFSC on Tuesday, Dec. 1.  

 

Defunding police and creating real community safety 
In Truthout, Debbie Southorn of AFSC writes, “Building more jails and police 

academies during a national reckoning with the crisis of racist policing reveals a sad 

clinging to the past on the part of elected officials.” Stay tuned for an AFSC Facebook 

Live and webinar on November 19 with Debbie on alternatives to policing in schools. 

Debbie shares these resources on building community safety without policing as well 

as this toolkit on how to address white supremacy. This post-election article quotes 

Mary Zerkel’s four ways de-escalate potential conflict. 

https://www.afsc.org/action/interfaith-service-solidarity-palestinian-people
https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/
https://truthout.org/articles/covid-needs-are-urgent-but-many-cities-are-prioritizing-police-funding-instead/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee
https://www.afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/ATP%20%231%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
http://www.stopcve.com/uploads/1/1/2/4/112447985/white_supremacy_toolkit.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0vf64J8X244M3mu9dKvwT3T2pGj64SZBjnYGqbwawbZco8FS8wM0EYq34
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2020-11-06/civil-rights/election-aftermath-in-illinois-speak-out-avoid-violence/a72049-1
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AFSC’s Summer Intensive Training in the Twin Cities 

Connecting with young people in the Twin Cities 

In this interview, Ebelin Morales Delgado, Social Media Coordinator with AFSC in the 

Twin Cities, talks about work to connect with young people as they face challenges with 

physical distancing, remote learning and systemic racism. Ebelin describes Youth 

Undoing Institutional Racism’s Summer Intensive Training, which included a session 

on encouraging youth to think about businesses they might be interested in starting. 

Learn more and stay connected on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

 

Youth Art Showcases #RealStudentSafety in St. Louis 

Following upon an invitation from AFSC, Grace, who’s 12 years old, drew the picture 

above. In response to the question of how would you make schools safer without 

policing, she wrote: “School Garden highlights the potential for science, math, and 

social studies to be reinforced while having fun and getting outside more.” See more 

entries by visiting staffer Jonathan Pulphus on Instagram, and check out the program’s 

October newsletter with more stories about work for #RealStudentSafety. 

https://www.afsc.org/story/connecting-young-people-twin-cities
https://www.facebook.com/yuirtc/
https://www.instagram.com/yuirtc/
https://twitter.com/yuirtc
https://www.instagram.com/pulphusj/
https://www.afsc.org/story/st-louis-newsletter-october-2020
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Former AFSC Dayton volunteers and staff, including Migwe Kimemia at right 

AFSC Dayton office building donated to local NAACP 
When AFSC closed its program in Dayton, AFSC staff met with community elders who 

had long been supporters of the program to discuss what came next. They requested the 

building go to a like-minded social justice organization, and AFSC approached the local 

branch of the NAACP.  “We are so happy we are able to pass this building on to the 

Dayton NAACP,” said Sharon Goens-Bradley, Interim Regional Director for AFSC’s 

Midwest Region. “The work they are doing with communities in Ohio and across the 

country is critically important, and we are grateful to contribute this building to the 

ongoing struggle for racial justice.” Read the full press release. 

Short takes 
AFSC’s dynamic Strategic Plan for the next 10 years is now online….Catch up with 

other AFSC alumni through the fall newsletter….Learn these do’s and don’ts of 

bystander intervention….Read about AFSC’s latest work in the South Region….AFSC 

Iowa co-sponsored Indigenous People’s Day – check out Alejandro Murguia-Ortiz’s 

comments, print, TV, photos and blog by Quaker Jeff Kisling….Des Moines Friend 

David Drake, president-elect of the national Physicians for Social Responsibility, writes 

about an important step forward in the struggle to abolish nuclear weapons. 

Grateful for your support 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please support AFSC by donating 

now; please consider becoming a Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for 

sharing this subscription link for the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Thanks! 
 

 

https://www.afsc.org/newsroom/afsc-donates-dayton-building-to-naacp
https://www.afsc.org/strategicplan
https://www.afsc.org/story/alumni-newsletter-autumn-2020
https://www.afsc.org/bystanderintervention?fbclid=IwAR3HSvoilj3UErMPxhU1vTz6oxoGqJbqq3KYOp4pF26UAGSTWv5O1MPE1Qk
https://www.afsc.org/resource/afsc-south-star-newsletter-fall-2020?emci=f1620ce0-a214-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=64494335-b81a-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=770453
https://www.afsc.org/story/remarks-indigenous-peoples-day-2020-des-moines
https://www.afsc.org/story/remarks-indigenous-peoples-day-2020-des-moines
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/10/12/activists-petition-remove-columbus-statue-indigenous-peoples-day-celebration/5936165002/?for-guid=1f74b182-2fc5-4db2-a1d4-d07e77570505&itm_source=desmoinesregister-Daily%20Briefing&itm_medium=email&itm_campaign=daily_briefing&itm_term=list_article_headline
https://www.kcci.com/article/indigenous-peoples-day-celebration-joined-by-calls-for-monument-removal/34351289
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2720&k=eb9c0cf3da
https://kislingjeff.wordpress.com/2020/10/13/indigenous-peoples-day-des-moines-2020/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2020/11/03/des-moines-residents-had-input-un-nuclear-weapons-treaty/6117993002/
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest

