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AFSC Midwest Digest – January 2021 

Highlights of work from around the region 
 

 

Palestine Activism Program looks back at 2020, ahead to 2021 
In this slideshow, Chicago staffers Jennifer Bing and Jehad Abusalim review highlights 

of AFSC’s remarkable, largely online work in 2020 on behalf of people in Gaza and 

Palestinian children detained by the Israeli military. Plans for 2021 include work with 

Palestinian writers on a new anthology, Gaza: Reimagining the Boundaries of Possibility, 

and raising Palestinian rights via the No Way to Treat a Child campaign. Watch the 

most recent NWTC webinar, mark your calendar for the next one on January 12, and 

learn more about how you can talk with your members of Congress.  

 

AFSC in Michigan calls for commutations  

Courtesy of AFSC, the BBC recently featured the voices of three women in prison in 

Michigan, including Chelsea Roundhouse, who describes the death of her cellmate from 

COVID-19. As the state begins vaccinating health care staff in prisons and expands 

testing for incarcerated people, Natalie Holbrook of AFSC says the governor can do 

much more to stem the spread by ensuring more people are considered for release. 

Demetrius Titus talks about AFSC’s work to #FreeThemAll in this Facebook Live. 

https://www.afsc.org/document/palestine-activism-program-2020-year-review
https://youtu.be/qcOrKUJazmU
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/how-to-talk-to-your-representative-about-palestinian-child-detention
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-us-canada-55430518
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/some-mdoc-health-care-workers-may-get-covid-19-vaccine-next-week
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/836701977170513
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Providing information for first-time DACA applicants 
Following a recent court victory, US Citizenship and Immigration Services will now 

consider first-time DACA applications. In this video, Jody Mashek, Legal Services 

Director for AFSC Iowa, explains what people should expect as a first-time DACA 

applicant and what they will need to complete the process. In other news, Alejandro 

Murguia-Ortiz, a community organizer with AFSC and Iowa JFON, shares his thoughts 

on the importance of meatpacking workers being able to stand up for their rights.  

 

When will the system “honor a Black person’s humanity?” 
In this article about the recent Minneapolis Police killing of Dolal Idd, Shanene Herbert 

of AFSC says that mistrust in the community is only deepened after incidents in which 

police manage to take armed white suspects into custody without shooting them. 

When, she asked, will the system "honor a Black person's humanity?" In other news, 

applications are now closed for the Twin Cities YUIR Youth Board, a space for youth to 

organize around issues they care about. Learn more on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/417736752802884
https://wcfcourier.com/news/workers-at-the-tyson-plant-in-waterloo-kept-getting-covid-19-where-was-their-union/article_c4d44558-005b-5681-a8f5-d290c8e2465d.html
https://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-police-release-body-camera-footage-of-man-fatally-shot-during-traffic-stop/600005507/
https://www.facebook.com/yuirtc/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/417736752802884
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Holiday card-making for justice-involved youth in St. Louis 

Striving to create Real Student Safety in St. Louis 

In their December newsletter, AFSC staff in St. Louis – Joshua Saleem, Jonathan 

Pulphus and Sarah Nash – describe their work with young people and community 

partners to achieve #RealStudentSafety. They look at Community Safety Beyond 

Policing and #FreeThemAll holiday card making. Along with previewing what’s in 

store for 2021, staff share what drew them to this work, lessons learned from the past 

year, and their favorite dishes and albums. 

 
#FreeThemAll action at a youth detention center in Chicago,. Photo: Sarah-Ji/@loveandstrugglephotos 

Working to #FreeThemAll 
Mary Zerkel of AFSC shares this recording of Carving Out Rights from Inside the 

Prison Industrial Complex, a Chicago webinar that kicked off AFSC’s #FreeThemAll 

days of action in December. The event included very powerful performances by poets 

Tara Betts, Eric Blackmon, Tongo Eisen-Martin, Martín Espada, and musician Damon 

Locks. Debbie Southorn of AFSC co-hosted this FB Live on AFSC’s #FreeThemAll work. 

https://www.afsc.org/story/st-louis-newsletter-december-2020
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F22760214%2F265479735%2F-284108739%3Futm_source%3Dweekendreading121920%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dweekendreading%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzE0OCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI0Mjk4OTg0Yi1mZTQxLWViMTEtYTYwNy0wMDE1NWQ0M2M5OTIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DmzijShTdkCKneq1tg4n0vfREk9Wr8DVaPCJBMLUMVsk%3D%26emci%3D4a2347aa-7d40-eb11-a607-00155d43c992%26emdi%3D4298984b-fe41-eb11-a607-00155d43c992%26ceid%3D770453&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C2bdc571eb10e40586f2e08d8a4226294%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637439814892884565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kbz%2FdA%2F%2FAEbeKAZnJuj3r9PvS55m4chFcPVO6LuDvXs%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/hnJus_PIFZg
https://youtu.be/hnJus_PIFZg
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/2155510921252027


4 
 

 
Ruth and Brant Rosen 

Short takes, part 1 
The Midwest Region holds former Regional Director Brant Rosen and family in the 

Light following the passing of his mother, Ruth. A virtual memorial service will be held 

Thursday, January 7….Friends throughout the Midwest are encouraged to sign up as 

AFSC Meeting/Church liaisons….Lucy Duncan of AFSC Friends Relations and Noah 

White will be leading a multi-part anti-racism retreat with the Madison Monthly 

Meeting in January and February. 

Short takes, part 2 

AFSC joined 16 other faith organizations in signing on to this letter to the Biden-Harris 

transition team regarding working for human rights and equality in Palestine-

Israel….Check out this Love to Black Immigrants Teach-in & Letter Writing webinar 

and this video about Temporary Protected Status (TPS)….Sign up now for What to do 

instead of calling 911, an AFSC webinar set for Thursday, January 14 at 7 pm CT. 

Grateful for your support 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please support AFSC by donating 

now; please consider becoming a Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for 

sharing this subscription link for the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Thanks! 
 

 

https://www.afsc.org/content/quaker-contact-information
https://www.facebook.com/MadisonMonthlyMeeting/
https://www.facebook.com/MadisonMonthlyMeeting/
https://www.afsc.org/document/faith-organizations-urge-biden-administration-to-work-peace-israel-and-palestine
https://www.afsc.org/video/love-to-black-immigrants-teach-letter-writing-video
https://www.afsc.org/video/whats-tps-and-how-can-you-help
https://www.afsc.org/action/webinar-what-to-do-instead-calling-911?utm_source=weekendreading010221&=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading&contactdata=%2frAoW5pJzJDriWdeaecnzr1Q6pJuJ8lDase5Zy8GHxFWHHFIqQelbIPuOUx0QrbQ3K1CpWlDrenZ9vTVAuKwHQsSOfvROxqEBeSsReUNBIf3YtLIcSlkaDeBA%2finsm2KOkjsNzFW8l09xZpKo%2f2XLUFODL8xAeLD3LZ1DVotq0uzlOnVddBzBHGF07W9rzfkwKjl%2baI%2bjP5MJqFY14Svh5UY3cQIr%2fRBB5hZZCr8KCdadrqjBYf9zSv0fWwJLeYV&EMA21WR0102=&emci=3209fdc6-b34a-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&emdi=d1037ba4-fe4c-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&ceid=770453
https://www.afsc.org/action/webinar-what-to-do-instead-calling-911?utm_source=weekendreading010221&=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading&contactdata=%2frAoW5pJzJDriWdeaecnzr1Q6pJuJ8lDase5Zy8GHxFWHHFIqQelbIPuOUx0QrbQ3K1CpWlDrenZ9vTVAuKwHQsSOfvROxqEBeSsReUNBIf3YtLIcSlkaDeBA%2finsm2KOkjsNzFW8l09xZpKo%2f2XLUFODL8xAeLD3LZ1DVotq0uzlOnVddBzBHGF07W9rzfkwKjl%2baI%2bjP5MJqFY14Svh5UY3cQIr%2fRBB5hZZCr8KCdadrqjBYf9zSv0fWwJLeYV&EMA21WR0102=&emci=3209fdc6-b34a-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&emdi=d1037ba4-fe4c-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&ceid=770453
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest

