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AFSC Midwest Digest – February 2020 

Highlights of work from around the region 

 

 

“We Are Not At-Risk” campaign changing narratives about youth 

AFSC’s youth-led We Are Not At-Risk campaign focuses on transforming the stories that media 

tell about young people. You can help by following the hashtags #wearenotatrisk and 

#3billiongstrong on social media, contacting local media outlets to urge them to take this 

pledge, and host a story gathering event featuring visual art or written stories in your 

community. Joshua Saleem, who directs AFSC’s work in St. Louis, shares these pictures of his 

children and adds, “We’re planning a press conference in late spring to officially demand local 

media outlets take the pledge.” 

 

 
 

New Cary Fellow joins Healing Justice Program in St. Paul 
Nhu Richards is the new Cary Fellow for the Healing Justice Program in the St. Paul office. She 

describes herself as a Vietnamese adoptee with a background in kinesiology with an emphasis 

in health and exercise science. Nhu's previous experience with AFSC was as a Freedom School 

participant and facilitator. Prior to that, she was a fitness trainer and yoga instructor, and she's 

also worked in the restaurant, life insurance and investment fields. 

https://www.afsc.org/notatrisk
https://www.afsc.org/not-at-risk/pledge?submit=Take+the+pledge
https://www.yammer.com/afsc.org/#/users/400669384704
https://www.afsc.org/office/st-paul-minn
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Sending love to people in prison 
The AFSC Michigan Criminal Justice Program recaps an enormous amount of work in 2019, 

including a highly successful card-writing party with 30 attendees coming up to 50 miles away 

to send greetings to nearly 700 incarcerated people. “We are so thankful to people inside 

prisons who help us understand the landscape of prisons and work alongside us to raise 

awareness on the problems they encounter daily,” write staffers Natalie Holbrook, Demetrius 

Titus and Jacq Williams. “And, for the people who have come home from prison and stand with 

us in the work, your courage and resilience are teachers to all of us.” 

 

 
 

At least these Iowans were ready for the caucus 
The AFSC Iowa Immigrant Rights Program joined with other groups in hosting a pre-

caucus Organizing for Social Change Training for immigrant and refugee leaders. Erica 

Johnson of AFSC shared this Caucus Resolution Toolkit and photos of the training, 

which was mentioned in the New York Times. One week later, Jody Mashek and 

Berenice Nava with AFSC’s Legal Services Program joined with other groups to host a 

DACA Renewal Clinic for 35 people. Jody encourages people to contribute to help 

people pay their $495 DACA renewal fee. The US Supreme Court will rule between 

now and June on President Trump’s order to end DACA. 

https://mailchi.mp/59a2e1338dac/save-the-date-mcjp-updates-and-events-4721917?fbclid=IwAR20ri6lhA8ayrzdjdmza9iFAvKE9T2HifHicqe1Hq8NxQrCYMoaC6p1IyI
https://www.facebook.com/afscdesmoines/photos/rpp.590678607629729/2983899574974275/?type=3&theater
ttps://www.afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2020%20caucus%20resolution%20tool-kit.pdf
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2509&k=137eb3721b
https://www.nytimes.com/article/latinos-iowa-caucus.html
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2510&k=b7ebc9fb27
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtWaGT41OLMzT9uD1aRMlEgI9OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1Ke6Ndj1VXhdoV-JVx0hp6Q%3D%3D&fbclid=IwAR3mBmkqzauNfXjOfOiamPwcSP3zu6XVXred8PRJbS4OiAzStwEMW_bD8a0
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Allies in the struggle for Palestinian rights 

On January 30, Jennifer Bing of AFSC was asked by the Palestinian-American community in 

Chicago to join them at a press conference to respond to the news of a new “Middle East plan” 

put forward by the Trump administration. (Take action to oppose it.) The invitation led her to 

reflect on her extensive role as an ally in the work for Palestinian rights. Join Jennifer for a Gaza 

workshop for advocates in Chicago on February 8 and a No Way to Treat a Child webinar on 

February 11. Joyce Cassel, a long-time volunteer with AFSC in Chicago, shares about her recent 

experiences resisting Israeli demolitions of Palestinian homes. 

 

Limiting military recruitment—and a win for #NoCopAcademy 

In response to interest from AFSC supporters and others on social media, AFSC’s Chicago office 

recently helped update two resources on limiting military recruitment in schools: “Five ways to 

counter military recruitment in your school district” and this counter-recruitment resource 

page. On Twitter, Debbie Southorn of AFSC shares that a “judge has ruled in favor of 

#NoCopAcademy in their #FOIA lawsuit. The emails are not protected, and the City must turn 

them over.” 

https://www.afsc.org/action/tell-congress-oppose-trump%E2%80%99s-plan-supporting-apartheid-palestine-and-israel?fbclid=IwAR3O19EDg12_CwlSgtOFv3xNmDUiRNE4Y236kUuVe1jthJhRaZot1zyIzzU
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/being-ally-working-palestinian-rights
https://www.facebook.com/events/2922762954449190/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2922762954449190/
https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/hr2407_webinar_20200211
https://www.afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Joyce%20Cassel%20interview%20January%202020.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Fblogs%2Fnews-and-commentary%2Ffive-ways-to-counter-military-recruitment-your-school-district&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C5f0f07b7efaf4265efce08d79b5456cd%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637148658859312567&sdata=gcbJ8thu8VDwtuskyDc7h8nS8uMRAcOz5k5IVWK3c7A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Fblogs%2Fnews-and-commentary%2Ffive-ways-to-counter-military-recruitment-your-school-district&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C5f0f07b7efaf4265efce08d79b5456cd%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637148658859312567&sdata=gcbJ8thu8VDwtuskyDc7h8nS8uMRAcOz5k5IVWK3c7A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Fresource%2Fcounter-recruitment&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C5f0f07b7efaf4265efce08d79b5456cd%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637148658859312567&sdata=87yZrCKSsq4D%2BDbDvuRP8QQSRLOnLPscngBlDQc0FpY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Fresource%2Fcounter-recruitment&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C5f0f07b7efaf4265efce08d79b5456cd%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637148658859312567&sdata=87yZrCKSsq4D%2BDbDvuRP8QQSRLOnLPscngBlDQc0FpY%3D&reserved=0
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23NoCopAcademy
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23FOIA
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Indianapolis Friends celebrate Erin Polley 

From Facebook: “Indianapolis First Friends hosted a celebration of the amazing work of Erin 

Polley with AFSC Indiana. Erin’s collaborative activism has been a powerful change agent in 

Indianapolis. Her vision and selfless advocacy for those without a voice will be sorely missed. 

We thank Erin for her 16 years of dedication to AFSC and for working to transform the societal 

norms and systems here in Indiana for the past 12 years—not an easy job by any means. We 

wish her the best and will hold her in the Light as she moves on.” To view a photo tribute to 

Erin, shown above with her son, Jack, please click here. 

 

Bits and Peaces  

Please support AFSC’s emergency response to the migrant caravan….Read AFSC’s recent blogs 

on the expanded Muslim Ban, political asylum and ending endless war….Two days before the 

Iowa Caucuses, nearly 1000 climate activists, led by indigenous people, rallied in Des Moines to 

urge media from around the world to pay attention to the climate crisis. Check out a video, 

Quaker blog post, and photos of the parade and subsequent demonstration against a monument 

to white supremacy in front of the state Capitol. 

 

Grateful for your support 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please support AFSC by donating now; 

please consider becoming a Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for sharing this 

subscription link for the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on Facebook and follow 

us on Twitter. Thanks! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Indyfriends/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARCXaMV5SRI5G95CXqFxoQmIRUaxOjK-I0YCZ0JV5T4mF8eiUGTdWplP-gk_D4ojh_Tt1QSFjNvViI9hUC3r5fKO-UTS7GdY-FiydMuWEzjpjo_7mzvbSCXIaLVgvWqPOwSZiTezC8yap8QWeJVGqRbL8HaNYtjS-3qN_VXA5aFlR27zf-GdzIkomznPQLV17GohO5TyRXEfpDUjARfy6hCp91LKA-dGRF5JaXcuCBGAEIft2ViED-4ZVmbVV4Ret4KhSv57r82qmdoXf3EYKkTz2rj4vQvKGQi2GKWJ82JtL216E77RmXK7iO5wf4pfOhMsIe19HIycWDK--VyjWMyl11GFwab32Nm1_5i3UVgJZiNy_v_kb2HZL1A2ffkA9POgQ2578haqZ9tw5pNdlrPiCp7vcdLc4UPs8_iWA1sAOe60-z4K26eD_pqPOQGpriHQjcriCtKZXizdnCb3L9MRVpsIc2c4PxMayJoNxlu8EDa_VneSChQi
https://www.facebook.com/afscindiana/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARAELiv0QQ-R8ORQcopl_AD8XKXjUH6edHqWwXbl7VuhUpfqNbvmPFXuSb12R_czKD4_qgmFM0xvViPZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA-IJwGE6yMEXNsfM0hrxwbDvohTfmbChcuSGRjcEzJzkdQR2neDMpA-C0j6CsOGN9L_T9SqZ9fGHe6lI33FwtNYr1byeCCdiOwEarYo7tmh1IwGg-JW8ErazP_YaCMqhUjOG_23CUX5yMz41fyXEbS0QPRxQqMi01Mv03O9EU4b0H_A82vnhrhseNCy-YJB790rEtLvtKvsA2fT-5lQV6bhys5HTteZ_yH7YL1CNRl6YAAP-bbd63MKcdtROL0U4fVLa6bpY-BSdE71zFNMJLAgpWUGWdIJc0HCn0KRxWRhpDvyC4N2yjfioKVinIO2jdr1lipEqUJ8nblGv7bG4QUV-Y6SJsVgywWInUt9xqnYqk
https://www.afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Photo%20tribute%20to%20Erin%20Polley%20Dec%202019.pdf
https://secure.afsc.org/onlineactions/NQofRRzOtkyWH2Fyjq7vBg2?ms=2020CHPH
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/5-things-to-know-about-muslim-ban
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/how-to-talk-about-migrant-caravan?emci=8da39274-c43e-ea11-a1cc-2818784d084f&emdi=bb0f93cc-763f-ea11-a1cc-2818784d084f&ceid=770453#utm_source=weekendreading012020&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/opposition-to-war?fbclid=IwAR2wJ83kINu7LX3k6N4oTPNIFv1AWcANc3xCTHiXgl0xg5bWjOszkmhI85E
https://youtu.be/zZFUj7kn_3s
https://kislingjeff.wordpress.com/2020/02/02/climate-crisis-parade/
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2512&k=2077b59ddb
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2513&k=7926b08b7c
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest

