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AFSC Midwest Digest – December 2020 

Highlights of work from around the region 
 

 

Chicago event to kick off #FreeThemAll Days of Action Dec. 10-18 
Join us on December 10, International Human Rights Day, to celebrate Prison + 

Neighborhood Arts/Education Project’s forthcoming book Carving Out Rights From 

Inside the Prison Industrial Complex and launch AFSC’s #FreeThemAll Days of 

Action for mass release of those in prisons, jails and detention centers. 

 

Focusing on real community safety 

On a recent AFSC Facebook Live, Page May of Assata’s Daughters joined Debbie 

Southorn of AFSC to talk about their work to remove cops from Chicago schools and 

defund police. Sign up now for a December 15 train-the-trainers webinar on 

“Community Safety: Alternatives to Policing.” Read Mary Zerkel’s tips on how to talk 

about defunding the police, , , Debbie’s report on supporting youth organizers during 

COVID-19, and how you can support this work while sporting a nifty t-shirt. 

https://www.afsc.org/action/carving-out-rights-inside-prison-industrial-complex-webinar?fbclid=IwAR2Pl4EMhQe9ImzWkT9HERpFCdkPcYtRSYFGFKix19iH50momgzvfWXZlE8
https://hatandbeard.com/products/carving-out-rights-from-inside-the-prison-industrial-complex?fbclid=IwAR2qrGgUkP50tNyDyU23EIV_Lusv3K1tDCSYcUkYmbMiQ8ZqlNHNZkp0bpM
https://hatandbeard.com/products/carving-out-rights-from-inside-the-prison-industrial-complex?fbclid=IwAR2qrGgUkP50tNyDyU23EIV_Lusv3K1tDCSYcUkYmbMiQ8ZqlNHNZkp0bpM
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://www.facebook.com/12357407443/videos/698572590764443/
https://www.afsc.org/action/train-trainers-building-community-safety-without-police
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/how-to-talk-about-defunding-police
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/how-to-talk-about-defunding-police
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/supporting-youth-organizers-chicago-during-covid-19?utm_source=weekendreading111420&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading&emci=652104e6-0725-eb11-9fb4-00155d03affc&emdi=a02ae481-7d26-eb11-9fb4-00155d03affc&ceid=770453
https://secure.everyaction.com/hE3WuL0kVE-yOMRE4u9RFA2
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Twin Cities program seeks youth board members 
Do you know any young people in the Twin Cities who are interested in grassroots 

community organizing? If so, please point them to AFSC’s Youth Undoing Institutional 

Racism (YUIR) on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter to learn more about a new youth 

board focused on dismantling systemic oppression in their cities. If you’re interested in 

learning more about AFSC’s Healing Justice Program or supporting it financially, 

please visit our Give to the Max page. 

 

Working to cure violence and change the norms in St. Louis 
On Instagram, Jonathan Pulphus of AFSC interviews Brother Hassan, a violence 

interrupter with Cure Violence. “Violence is like a disease, like with an alcoholic or 

drug addict,” Hassan says. “If you don’t treat your disease, if you don’t get on top of 

your disease, it will get on top of you.” Stay tuned for an AFSC survey asking people’s 

thoughts on police and security in schools, school discipline, and budget priorities. 

https://www.facebook.com/yuirtc/
https://www.instagram.com/yuirtc/
https://twitter.com/yuirtc
https://www.givemn.org/organization/American-Friends-Service-Committee?fbclid=IwAR0lY2LeAeicAnbfYX1Y2z95QALUqq6xlnoT93C6O2AofPFSrPAgMmf1Og4
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHjQs-7s4pn/
https://cair-mo.org/cureviolence.html
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Standing in solidarity with loved ones in prison 

The latest newsletter of the AFSC Michigan Criminal Justice Program includes a 

number of updates about work in unity with friends, family members and loved ones in 

Michigan’s prisons. Check out #LetMIPeopleGo for more on a recent Twitterstorm, 

which became an issue at a later press conference with Gov. Whitmer. Read the 

program’s latest letter to the governor regarding the urgent need to save people’s lives 

in prison and share this survey about conditions and concerns in prisons. 

 

Iowans decry horrific treatment of workers during the pandemic 

In this opinion piece in the Des Moines Register, Erica Johnson and Alejandro 

Murguia-Ortiz of AFSC say that Tyson Foods, Governor Kim Reynolds, and Iowa 

OSHA all share responsibility for gambling with the lives of meatpacking workers 

during COVID-19. Read more about Alejandro’s story and a joint complaint about 

failure to ensure worker safety. This front-page story about DACA features comments 

from several young AFSC alumni and Jody Mashek, Legal Services Director. 

https://mailchi.mp/afsc/letmipeoplego?e=237445e683
https://twitter.com/hashtag/letmipeoplego
https://www.afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/UNITY%20ASKS%20RE-%20COVID%20inside%20prisons.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSew8WQSkZkuxWVunevHQ8B2_Bq5ToQbHXnTpvGi1eL4ybPFUw/viewform
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2020/12/03/tyson-lawsuit-highlights-inadequacy-iowa-virus-response/6466226002/
https://www.afsc.org/story/afsc-iowa-joins-complaint-about-failure-to-ensure-worker-safety
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/11/24/iowa-daca-recipients-reflect-on-donald-trump-and-share-hopes-under-joe-biden-administration/3639171001/
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Zeina Ashrawi Hutchison, left, and Shaina Low, activists for Palestinian human rights 

Promoting the human rights of the Palestinian people 

November marked the third anniversary of the introduction of the first congressional 

bill in U.S. history promoting Palestinian human rights. Jennifer Bing talks with two 

activists involved in our No Way to Treat a Child (NWTC) campaign on the progress 

we’ve made and their personal stories. Sign up for the next NWTC webinar on 

December 8 with national AFSC staff connecting our NWTC efforts with work in the 

US to release people from prisons, jails, and detention centers—and move toward a 

future without incarceration. Jennifer also shares highlights from last week’s moving 

Interfaith Service in Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 

 
Dartanyan Brown creates a sign at a #MaskUpIowa rally outside the 

governor’s mansion in Des Moines. Dart wrote this opinion piece. 

Short takes 
The donation of AFSC’s building in Dayton to the local chapter of the NAACP was 

covered in the Dayton Daily News and Dayton Most Metro….Check out AFSC’s new 

Under the Mask podcast….Learn more about work to Defund Hate….Don Davis of 

AFSC’s Archives recently served on a panel talking about the Scattergood hostel 

during WWII….The Poor People’s Campaign held a Moral Mondays car caravan 

encircling the Iowa Capitol. 

https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/progress-palestinian-rights
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/progress-palestinian-rights
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/acting-in-faith/stories-working-palestinian-rights
https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/nwttac_webinar_20201208
https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/nwttac_webinar_20201208
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/acting-in-faith/interfaith-service-solidarity-palestinian-people
https://photos.afsc.org/pages/search.php?search=%21collection2745&k=60083bf2f
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2020/11/30/covid-19-iowa-new-strategy-after-kim-reynolds-immoral-response/6421519002/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/local/quaker-group-donates-building-to-dayton-naacp/UNBY4IVW7JFBPC5N5AHQN76ZFQ/?fbclid=IwAR3oF2G9ZvbRxW1uZDkpv-Yh_2RuelKZBwbfgUrmJ0uflRyslLnCffLC5Hw
https://www.mostmetro.com/the-featured-articles/804315.html
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/underthemask/episodes/2020-11-25T09_58_23-08_00
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/736560856981012
https://youtu.be/x2gRPn9hE14
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=2749&k=cca66c6131
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Grateful for your support 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please support AFSC by donating 

now; please consider becoming a Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for 

sharing this subscription link for the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Thanks! 
 

 

https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest

