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AFSC Midwest Digest – August 2021 

Highlights of work from around the region 
 

 
Youth activists take part in an action to remove police from Chicago schools.  Photo: #CopsOutCPS 

Creating real safety for youth in Chicago 
To address gun violence, the city must remove police officers from schools—and invest 

in mental health services for students, writes Karla DeJesus, an intern with AFSC’s 

Peacebuilding Program in Chicago. Colleague Mary Zerkel shares about safer 

alternatives to calling 911, including community-based solutions to reduce reliance on 

police and ensure community safety for all. 

 

The Revolution Will Be Televised (#TRWBT) 

Youth Undoing Institutional Racism in the Twin Cities invites you to join the latest in 

its #TRWBT series on Thursday, Aug. 12 at 5:30 pm CT. Lovecraft Country: Episode 3 Holy 

Spirit covers America's shameful and disturbing legacy of experimenting on Black 

people as well as its lasting medical consequences on the generations that followed. 

Discussion with special guests to follow on themes of systemic racism. 

https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/creating-real-safety-youth-chicago?ms=EMA21WR0731&utm_campaign=weekendreading&utm_medium=email&utm_source=weekendreading0731&emci=24e47d44-74f0-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=0334510a-fbf1-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=770453
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/safer-alternatives-to-calling-911?ms=EMA21WR0710&utm_campaign=weekendreading&utm_medium=email&utm_source=weekendreading0710&emci=260fbd37-52df-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=ab69bd8f-7ae1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=770453
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYd4nMXbD0UQHJH8GNySt8bHk-1JpV6wWV5WoLq12TQEBoWA/viewform
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Working to free our incarcerated brothers and sisters 
In a video that preceded an AFSC webinar on Breaking Open Cages from the Ground 

Up, Demetrius Titus of the Michigan Criminal Justice Program states: “With 2.3 million 

men and women in currently in prisons, detention centers and jails in this country, 

AFSC’s #FreeThemAll campaign was forged to confront the need to facilitate a move 

toward freeing our incarcerated brothers and sisters, especially during this pandemic.” 

Follow the Michigan program on Twitter for updates. 
 

 

Webinar examines policing and white supremacy 
On a recent AFSC Community Safety Beyond Policing (CSBP) webinar focusing on 

white supremacy, Jamala Rogers said, “Since the Ferguson uprising, we’ve been telling 

white people to stop saying they wonder why the policing is different in different 

communities. When we say we’re getting our butts kicked on our side of town, and that 

we’re stopped three or four times a day for no reason, trust and believe that’s 

happening.” Jamala directs Organization for Black Struggle (OBS), a long-time partner 

of AFSC in St. Louis. The next CSBP webinar on policing poverty is Thursday, Aug. 12. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=496066581456850&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=496066581456850&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://twitter.com/AFSCMICJProgram
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=iS2A7SLwpf4&feature=youtu.be
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Palestinians in Gaza call for the right of return. Photo: Ashraf Amra/APA Images 

Why we must keep our attention on Gaza 

The violence against Palestinians in Gaza doesn’t stop when the bombs stop falling, 

says Jehad Abusalim of the AFSC Chicago Palestine Activism Program. “We can’t give 

Gaza only seasonal attention. The violence continues. Ending the political isolation of 

Gaza and trying to make Gaza a place we can imagine living in is our mandate.” His 

colleague, Jennifer Bing, invites you to save the date for the next No Way to Treat a 

Child webinar featuring a new AFSC video on US military assistance to Israel 

and updates from Palestine. The webinar will be Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 7 pm CT. 

 

 
 

Short takes 

Iowa Migrant Movement for Justice, a spin-off from AFSC Iowa, is beginning a First 

Fridays Lunch and Learn virtual series at noon Central. On August 6, the topic will be 

DACA and a pathway to Citizenship for All….Read AFSC’s statement on the recent 

Israeli raid on our partner Defense for Children International-Palestine….Register here 

for Dissenters’ first “DisOrientation,” a virtual convening of hundreds of students set 

for Sept. 3-5….Check out the summer issue of AFSC’s engaging alumni 

newsletter….Read more about accelerating racial justice work among Friends. 
 

https://mondoweiss.net/2021/07/the-violence-against-palestinians-in-gaza-doesnt-stop-when-the-bombs-stop-falling/
https://iowammj.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=55
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtfuqrpzwjE9PnkCAqn-yGURFw84BAQPsK
https://www.afsc.org/newsroom/israeli-soldiers-raid-defense-children-international-palestine-office
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/dissenters-disorientation-2021?link_id=1&can_id=f58ba473f76012b9269f1205d54a4117&source=email-disorientation-2021-save-the-date&email_referrer=email_1241659&email_subject=disorientation-2021-save-the-date
https://www.afsc.org/story/alumni-newsletter-summer-2021?fbclid=IwAR2Pnfg7PTFiqpVKNypSLUQB5ivKxOcFumHYZ0HvG3w4GIl6_aMmOmwJAIo
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/acting-in-faith/accelerating-racial-justice-work-among-
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Grateful for your support 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please support AFSC by donating 

now; please consider becoming a Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for 

sharing this subscription link for the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Thanks! 
 

 

https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest

