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Six appointed to New African Immigrants Commission 
Migwe Kimemia, AFSC Dayton Program Director, is “delighted 
to share this exciting news about Governor Kasich’s recent 
appointments of six African immigrants to the New African 
Immigrants Commission in Ohio…. AFSC has been spearhead-
ing a petition campaign for the full implementation of the 
commission’s policies and programs. AFSC is also in the 
process of building capacity for African immigrants in six cities 
to assume their civic leadership roles and responsibilities and 
to lift up their voices for immigrant justice and integration in 
Ohio.” 

Raising awareness about the blockade of Gaza 
What do strawberries have to do with Gaza? Jennifer Bing of 
AFSC’s Chicago office is encouraging people to visit farmers 
markets in their community to raise awareness about the 
blockade in Gaza and its toll on the people there. Learn more 
in this interview and download this toolkit from AFSC’s Gaza 
Unlocked website. Check out these photos of Chicago folks 
prepping for action. 

Michigan video tells stories of prison—and freedom 
Share this video and share your story! The AFSC Michigan 
Criminal Justice Program held focus groups to collect the 
stories of men and women who served long time in 
Michigan’s prisons and are now out in the community, doing 
well and contributing to society. Add your story to the 
movement or join the Good Neighbor Project to become a 
catalyst for change for someone in prison. Watch more stories 
here, and contact Korbin Felder to find out more. Join us in 
Ann Arbor for an AFSC Centennial celebration on Sept. 15. 

Young Kansas Citian pushes for a living wage 
“By raising the minimum wage to $15, we would see an 
improvement in our job growth, economic growth and 
communities,” writes 14-year-old Micah Quinn in the Kansas 
City Star. Micah was a participant in AFSC’s Social Change In-
stitute this summer in Kansas City. 

Clockwise from top left: Ibrahim Sow, Eugenie Kirenga, 

Comfort Cole-Keneh, Rosaire Ifedi, Abass Bangura and 

Tariq Mohamed were recently appointed by Ohio 

Governor John Kasich to the New African Immigrants 

Commission. Photos from The New Americans. 

AFSC volunteer Joyce Cassel talks with a farmer's 

market patron in Chicago about the Gaza blockade.  

Watch this new AFSC video featuring the stories of 

women and men who’ve served long sentences in 

Michigan and are now out and doing well. 

At left, Micah Quinn from 

Kansas City urges voters to 

support a higher minimum 

wage in a special election on 

August 8. 
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What’s AFSC up to in St. Louis? 

Joshua Saleem, who directs AFSC’s Peacebuilding Program 
there, says that depends on who you ask. As AFSC celebrates 
50 years of work there, the program’s newsletter highlights 
student peer mediation and the empowerment of student 
change agents, the growth of food and employment of young 
people, and Youth Undoing Institutional Racism, which brings 
an anti-racist analysis to challenge systems of oppression. 
“We are helping youth gain a sense of their own power to 
create change,” Joshua says. “That's what we've been up to 
and what we'll continue to do!” 

More oppression? Meet more resistance 
More than six months into the new administration’s 
unrelenting attacks on immigrants and refugees, AFSC staff 
and volunteers in Iowa have been fighting back with strategic 
community organizing and faithful solidarity. People of faith 
gathered outside the Federal Building in Des Moines one early 
morning for a vigil in support of family unity; click for TV 
coverage and photos. 

AFSC also organized a forum in which immigrants shared their 
concerns directly with the Des Moines Police Chief; click for 
photos and a recap in Spanish. Our push for Welcoming City 
resolutions across the state scored an important win in a Des 
Moines suburb. Contact Erica Johnson to get involved. 

Paid internship available in Chicago 
Do you know someone who might like 
research, curriculum development and 
co-facilitation of trainings for AFSC’s 
Communities Against Islamophobia 
project? If so, please encourage them 
to apply for this internship by August 
15. 

Staffer Debbie Southhorn recently con-
ducted a bystander training in 
Indianapolis. In addition, Debbie has 
shared this video honoring Palestinian 
activist Rasmeh Odea, an upcoming 
Black and Pink event for formerly 
incarcerated LGBTQ people and their 
allies, and these tips for filming 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) and other law enforcement 
actions. 
 

Photos from AFSC’s work in St. Louis in 2017 

Iowans rally for family unity outside the Federal 

Building in Des Moines. 

AFSC celebrates the next generation of immigration activists with an Intern 

Appreciation Lunch in Chicago on August 2. In the second row towards the right 

is Darlene Graminga, who will be retiring from AFSC soon after many years of 

inspired service. We thank her and wish her all the best. 
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Yearly Meetings offer deep connections 
Summer brings Yearly Meetings across the Midwest, and 
AFSC staff and volunteers appreciate this chance to connect 
with Friends and rejuvenate our spirits in the work for 
peace and justice. This year, Executive Committee member 
John Deikis writes that he was “able to put up a good dis-
play at Lake Erie Yearly Meeting, and Claire Cohen and I 
hosted a lunch table discussion. We presented a report at 
business meeting and fielded quite a few questions.” 
 
Staffers Migwe Kimemia gave a Peace Lecture at Western 
Yearly Meeting; Jennifer Bing encouraged Friends at Illinois 
Yearly Meeting to show their support for the people of Ga-
za; and Erica Johnson, Nora Vera-Godwin and Jon Krieg 
shared about our work in Iowa and throughout the region at 
Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative). Peter Clay of Des 
Moines Valley Friends Meeting shared this reflection with 
Friends about his experience at Standing Rock, and Christine 
Nobiss of Indigenous Iowa wrote this post. 
 
Bits and Peaces 
The AFSC Freedom School is gathering at the Twin Cities 
Friends Meeting House this August 1-5….Please hold in the 
Light Midwest EC member Paul Ricketts and the Fellowship 
of Friends of African Descent (FoFAD) as they will be travel-
ing to Accra, Ghana to visit Quakers at Hill House Monthly 
Meeting….Erin Polley from Indy writes, “My heart is so full 
of appreciation for Lindsay Lij Littrell and her MSW students 
who spent the last several weeks doing an ‘appreciative in-
quiry’ of the work of AFSC Indiana Peacebuilding”….Check 
out AFSC’s Action Center, Sanctuary Everywhere, resources 
for Friends and faith communities and key issues pages. 
 
Thanks as always for your support 
Your gifts of time and money help AFSC shine a bright light 
of hope. Go here to give. And please share this new 
subscription link for the Midwest Digest with anyone you 
think might like to be involved with AFSC’s creative work in 
the Midwest. Thank you! 

Migwe Kimemia presents the Western Yearly Meeting 

Peace Lecture. Photo: Daniel Iselaiye  

The AFSC display at Lake Erie Yearly Meeting. 

AFSC at Illinois Yearly 

Meeting (at left) focused on 

Gaza; at Iowa Yearly 

Meeting (Conservative, 

below) on immigrant rights 
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