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Confronting institutional racism in Minnesota
“If there was one thing the AFSC Freedom School left me thinking, it
would have to be a quote I once heard: ‘I want to do more in this
world than just live in it.’” So writes Veneeta D. of the Twin Cities
area in this article about her experience working with others to
understand and dismantle institutional racism. To learn more about
AFSC’s work in Minnesota, read “The power of engaging young
people in community organizing” by Dominique Diaddigo-Cash,
AFSC Healing Justice Program Associate in the Twin Cities.

Encouraging good neighbors in Michigan
Demetrius Titus is the new director of The Good Neighbor Project,
part of AFSC’s Criminal Justice Program in Michigan. Based on a
restorative justice model, the co-mentorship project seeks to heal
the harms caused by crime and shift public discourse on crime and
punishment. Also in Michigan, program director Natalie Holbrook is
quoted in this front-page article about the volatile mix of forced
overtime for prison staff and overcrowding. Natalie says the state
should focus on treatment rather than punishment.

Veneeta is active
with the AFSC
Freedom School
and YUIR in the
Twin Cities.

Demetrius Titus
directs AFSC’s
Good Neighbor
Project in
Michigan.

Always authentic, always at the table
Two of AFSC’s community partners in Northeast Ohio, Jennifer Toles
and Imam Paul Hassan, recently shared with the Midwest Executive
Committee about the vital roles AFSC plays in building relational
power for social change and reaching young people. Learn more by
checking out AFSC’s Real Democracy History Calendar, Monetary
History Calendar and weekly podcast. Greg Coleridge of AFSC shares
this post about the upcoming Republican National Convention.
Immigrant youth video contest winners announced
In an election season that’s already seen an unbearable amount of
vitriol directed at immigrants, AFSC Iowa’s Immigrants Voice
Program is proud to highlight the voices and visions of immigrant
youth in our annual video contest. Sandra Sanchez of AFSC explains
why it’s important to listen to young immigrants in their own words.
AFSC’s Immigration Legal Services Program, directed by Jody
Mashek, has a busy summer planned, with this “Green Card” clinic
on Saturday and
DACA renewal
workshops set for
later in the
season. Read more
about a part-time,
temporary coordinator position now
available.

AFSC partners and staff in Northeast Ohio
share with the Midwest Executive Committee.

Above and left, AFSC Iowa staff and
volunteers celebrate with young people
involved in the video contest, directed by
Claudia Thrane (at far left.) More photos
from the awards ceremony can be found
here.

Praying for immigrant justice in Dayton
On the same day as the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments
regarding President Obama’s executive orders on immigration,
Dayton residents gathered outside the U.S. Courthouse there.
"The prayer rally was a spiritual demonstration against religious
leaders who have failed to lift up their prophetic voices for
immigrant justice in this country," said Migwe Kimemia, who
directs AFSC's work in Dayton.
Immigrant activist training coming to Chicago
Darlene Gramigna of AFSC Chicago writes: “This July, our
Immigration Activist Training program will bring together 15-30
student activists from the Chicago Public Schools. In order to
keep everyone happy and healthy, we are participating in Zero
Percent's food rescue. So make a donation and you will get
community perks and know that student activists will be well fed
all summer. Here's the link.” AFSC has also been active in these
efforts to improve access to higher education for immigrants in
Illinois.
AFSC stands up for justice, against police violence in Chicago
On May 17, peace activists, artists and allies with AFSC Chicago
took to the Red Line to #RememberRekia, to fight for Chicago
State University, and to demand that we fund education, not
racism and state violence in Chicago. A number of AFSC tweets
appeared in this news story about the action. This “Gone But Not
Forgotten” community quilt project memorializes the 144 people
killed by Chicago Police since 2004. For more information about a
Chicago summer internship with AFSC, click here.
Kansas City forum addresses xenophobia
One of the first Syrian refugee families to settle in the United
States attended a recent interfaith forum entitled “Sharing Hope
and Faith Wisdom: Responding to Extremist Violence, Refugee
Crisis and Fear” in Kansas City organized by AFSC and allies. Ira
Harritt of AFSC said, "We've seen politicians use that fear and
threat to further their own interests and appeal to xenophobes
and racists.” KKFI, a community radio station, has posted this
podcast of an earlier interfaith forum on the same topic.
Humanize Not Militarize Film Festival in Indy
Students from George
Washington Community
High School in Indianapolis
won the recent AFSC
#HumanizeNotMilitarize
youth film festival there.
More information here.

Migwe Kimemia addresses a prayer rally for immigrant justice in Dayton.

Above, AFSC people take to Chicago’s Red Line to
#RememberRekia. Below, a community quilt project
to remember all those killed by police violence.

No Way to Treat a Child calls for Special Envoy
The No Way to Treat a Child campaign, a project of AFSC and
Defense of Children International-Palestine, recently urged
supporters to call on their members of Congress to ask President
Obama to appoint a Special Envoy for Palestinian Children.
According to Jennifer Bing of AFSC in Chicago, the Envoy would
monitor the situation of Palestinian children living in the occupied
Palestinian territory, promote greater respect for human rights to
increase protections for Palestinian children, and hold the Israeli
and Palestinian governments accountable for upholding human
rights. In other news: for an update on Palestinian community
leader Rasmeh Odea, click here.

Constituents in Minnesota thank Rep. Betty
McCollum (D-MN) for her efforts on behalf of
Palestinian children's rights.

Iowans challenge Senate candidates on peace issues
AFSC Iowa joined STAR*PAC and others in hosting a well attended
candidate debate on peace issues in advance of the U.S. Senate
primary election in June. Kathleen McQuillen of AFSC wrote this
piece, and videographer Rodger Routh offered this coverage. In
addition, AFSC staff and volunteers joined in this protest against
an oil pipeline across Iowa. Kathleen was also quoted in this Des
Moines Register article following a long struggle against a bill
opposing Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS).
Bits and pieces
AFSC issued this statement in response to the not-guilty verdict in
the recent Freddie Gray trial….Lucy Duncan and Brant Rosen,
Midwest Regional Director, discuss how to decolonize Quaker
and Jewish practice….If you would like to make a gift to support
the AFSC Midwest Region or a specific program, please click
here. Your donation will support AFSC’s work for peace with
justice in the region and around the world. Please share this
subscription link for the Midwest Digest with anyone you think
might like to keep up with AFSC’s creative work in the Midwest.

Candidates for the U.S. Senate address a forum on
war and peace issues in Des Moines.

Thank you!

Above, Keta Cowen, Midwest Executive
Committee co-clerk, honors Paul Ricketts for his
work addressing institutional racism within AFSC.
At right, Keta joins Victoria Albright in honoring
Robert Walker for his service as EC co-clerk.

Above, AFSC’s
Freedom Garden in
St. Louis celebrates a
newly completed
chicken coop. The
garden is part of
AFSC’s Youth Undoing
Institutional Racism
project.

