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“You don’t sound like an American.” 
So said a WGN-TV anchor to Hoda Katebi, a co-trainer with 
AFSC’s Communities Against Islamophobia program in 
Chicago. Hoda and co-trainer Sofia Sami are starting to do 
Muslim-only workshops within Muslim student organizations 
around the city at various colleges. Along with a six-week 
course offered to Chicago Public School teachers, AFSC is 
building a base of people willing to speak out and help organ-
ize campaigns against Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) and 
other surveillance programs, including those in the schools. 

Also in Chicago, Debbie Southorn has been providing 
significant leadership to a youth-led campaign against a 
proposed police academy for Chicago. Organizers are 
canvassing in the neighborhood of the proposed site for the 
academy, doing the hard work of door knocking and visiting 
alderpeople, trying to gain support both within the neighbor-
hood and in various wards. Over the last month, AFSC was an 
organizational supporter of an amazing art exhibit called Do 
Not Resist–100 Years of Police Violence in Chicago.  

School-to-Prison Pipeline documentary to premier March 7 
“In my school, only black people get out-of-school 
suspensions.” So says high school senior Menkahre Rawlings 
in a new 30-minute AFSC documentary entitled Pipe Dreams: 
Implicit Bias in Education. Joshua Saleem, who directs AFSC’s 
work in St. Louis, adds, ”In addition to the screening, we’ll 
have Youth Undoing Institutional Racism (YUIR) awards to 
highlight the good work young people are already doing on 
racial justice in St. Louis, leading up to our next AFSC Freedom 
School later in April.” 

Youth facilitate AFSC Freedom School, guide direction 

Dominique Diaddigo-Cash said AFSC in the Twin Cities had six 

youth facilitators at the AFSC Freedom School in December. 

“For the first time, six youth had the opportunity to facilitate 

courses in the curriculum, and now we’re deciding what we 

want our organizing to be around,” Dominique said. 

“We recently attended a rally to protect TPS (Temporary 

Protected Status) and DACA,” he added. “After the rally, 

young people got together for a meeting to talk about how we 

want to guide some of our organizing.” Connect here on 

Twitter. 

Hoda Katebi, right, stands up against the Islamophobic 

questions of TV anchors in Chicago. 

Menkahre Rawlings talks about teachers bias against 

black students in a new AFSC St. Louis documentary. 

Young people involved with AFSC’s Youth Undoing 

Institutional Racism (YUIR) work in the Twin Cities. 

https://www.facebook.com/ajplusenglish/videos/1142258589248980/
https://www.afsc.org/key-issues/issue/communities-against-islamophobia
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/43619-chicago-s-youth-push-back-against-mayor-s-proposed-cop-academy-demand-more-investment-in-communities
https://www.facebook.com/events/540074266325061/
https://www.facebook.com/events/540074266325061/
https://www.afsc.org/story/freedom-won%E2%80%99t-be-fed-to-you
https://twitter.com/tcyuir


AFSC in Indiana: “We all belong here” 
AFSC’s recent We All Belong Here press conference was a 
huge success! Joining us to take a stand against the Muslim 
ban was Indiana Undocumented Youth Alliance, ACLU Indiana, 
Jewish Voice for Peace-Indiana, Muslim Alliance of Indiana, 
Don't Sleep, Indy 10 Black Lives Matter, Exodus Refugee 
Immigration and the Muslim Youth Collective. 

AFSC held a multi-weekly, Muslim-Only Communities Against 
Islamophobia training as a more focused way of centralizing 
what can be done within the Muslim community to combat 
Islamophobia. AFSC also hosted a roundtable discussion on 
anti-Semitism and is organizing another Alternative Spring 
Break for Earlham College students March 11-16 in Chicago, 
focusing on Palestine issues. Mark your calendars for an April 
21 “Hearing in the Heartland,” lifting up Gaza Unlocked 
concerns at the Central Library in Indy. 

Improving food, commuting sentences in Michigan 

How would you like to be fed on two dollars a day by a for-
profit company? That’s the current reality for prisoners in 
Michigan, but AFSC is working with others to ensure healthy, 
local food for those incarcerated. Natalie Holbrook, who 
directs AFSC’s Criminal Justice Program, is writing a report 
based on her research of the history of food procurement 
practices in Michigan and horticultural practices and farms 
inside of prisons. 

AFSC staff are helping people in prison craft their 
commutation requests to the governor, who is nearing the 
end of his term. Staff are working on a new booklet to 
accompany AFSC’s Changing the Narrative video released 
last year. 

Connecting with students on conflict minerals and 
pushing for gender equity in Dayton 
Sarah Michieka, a Cary Intern with AFSC’s office in 
Dayton, has been meeting with African student 
leaders in advance of the launch of AFSC’s “We 
Dream a World Project.” Read about her recent visit 
to Earlham College. 

Migwe Kimemia reports on the good news of the 
recent appointment of a woman to lead the New 
African Immigrants Commission in Ohio. AFSC staff 
will be attending the next meeting of the commission. 

A diverse coalition of people in Indiana rally to mark the 

one-year anniversary of the first Muslim Ban. 

A screenshot from the AFSC video Changing the 

Narrative: The Case for Commutations in Michigan. 

Earlham College students engage with AFSC staff  about conflict 

minerals and how to build a conflict-free campus. 

https://www.facebook.com/elleiswritehere/posts/10109604424084078
https://secure.afsc.org/onlineactions/JiEmSsrdekmMvhP_mKaWXg2
http://www.gazaunlocked.org/
https://www.afsc.org/video/changing-narrative-case-commutations-michigan
https://www.afsc.org/story/afsc-staff-speak-congo-conflict-minerals-and-refugee-crisis-earlham-college
https://www.afsc.org/video/changing-narrative-case-commutations-michigan
https://www.afsc.org/video/changing-narrative-case-commutations-michigan
https://www.afsc.org/video/changing-narrative-case-commutations-michigan


Having a heart for immigrants in Iowa 
AFSC in Iowa is fighting hard (see photos and a video) to 
stop anti-sanctuary city legislation while also pushing 
resolutions in support of people with DACA and TPS. Intern 
Ricky Corona recently compiled a year-end report on ICE 
activity in Iowa and led an effort to make valentines for the 
Iowa House Public Safety Committee, with whom staff and 
volunteers had good conversations. 

AFSC led a training for immigrants on advocacy and helped 
stop a bad bill on immigrant identification. Program Director 
Erica Johnson contributed to this Sanctuary Everywhere 
webinar and will be honored next month for her work. 
Berenice Nava met recently with U.S. Senator Joni Ernst 
about federal legislation, and Sandra Sanchez met with ELL 
school liaisons to update them about DACA and TPS. 

AFSC’s Legal Services Program, directed by Jody Mashek, 
has been hosting popular clinics for people to renew their 
DACA status and for Salvadorans with TPS; the next TPS 
clinic is set for March 3. 

AFSC and F/friends send Valentines to Gaza 
AFSC led a successful drive to send Valentines to Gaza to 
make sure that people in Gaza know that they are not 
forgotten, that we see their reality and that we are 
committed to bringing change. Photos here. Learn more and 
take action at AFSC’s Gaza Unlocked website. 

Join Jennifer Bing on a February 27 webinar to learn more 
about legislative efforts to end Israeli military detention of 
Palestinian children. Here’s a new video from our partner 
organization, DCIP, on the arrest and transfer of Palestinian 
children. On Saturday, March 10, AFSC research fellow 
Hanna AlShaikh is organizing an event in celebration of 
Palestinian women on International Women’s Day.  

Short takes 
AFSC Midwest Executive Committee member Paul Ricketts 
has written a second article on his recent trip to Ghana 
….Check out this blog post on Trump’s plan to surveil 
Muslims, and save the date for a March 15 Sanctuary Every-
where webinar….Curious about who serves on AFSC’s Board 
of Directors? Wonder no more....Learn here about the 
Diversity Visa lottery now under attack….And Iowans 
stopped a bid to reinstate the death penalty this year! 

Thanks as always for your support 
Your gifts of time and money help AFSC shine a bright light. 
Please consider supporting AFSC by donating now and 
sharing this subscription link for the Midwest Digest. Please 
like AFSC Midwest on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 
Thanks! 

Iowans gather at the Statehouse for a first annual 

Immigrant Advocacy Day and Latino Day on the Hill. A 

major focus is stopping an anti-sanctuary city bill. (See 

more photos and a video.) 

People in Indianapolis send Valentines to Gaza. See more 

photos here. 

Learn more on Facebook and Twitter about Ahed Tamimi. 

Take action to end Israeli military detention of Palestinian 

children.  

http://photos.afsc.org/?c=1843&k=8283902feb
https://youtu.be/5JHA7imAGVA
https://www.facebook.com/afscdesmoines/videos/1849583601739217/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=87&ba=SR%20104
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SR103&ga=87
https://www.afsc.org/story/patterns-and-statistics-ice-persecution-iowa-families
https://www.facebook.com/events/591125717892512/
http://photos.afsc.org/?c=1836&k=19d6baac36
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2018/02/12/bill-would-allow-iowans-request-immigration-status-people-criminal-records/330178002/
https://www.afsc.org/resource/webinar-recording-creating-sanctuary-policies-cities-and-schools
http://www.dmgov.org/Departments/HumanRights/Pages/Symposium.aspx?Tab=Home
https://www.afsc.org/tps
http://www.iowastatedaily.com/news/article_10e84910-fbc3-11e7-b823-7bbdf52e4c31.html
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/send-valentinetogaza
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/10155351064127444/
http://www.gazaunlocked.org/
http://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/hr4391_webinar_feb2018?utm_campaign=webnr_27022018v&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dcipalestine
https://www.facebook.com/DCIPS/videos/1860821057323078/
https://www.friendsjournal.org/breath-of-the-ancestors/
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/trump-wants-to-surveil-muslims
https://www.afsc.org/sanctuaryeverywherelive?emci=32a7c812-c30d-e811-80c2-00155da75f18&emdi=26128e7f-f00f-e811-80c2-00155da75f18&ceid=657895
https://www.afsc.org/sanctuaryeverywherelive?emci=32a7c812-c30d-e811-80c2-00155da75f18&emdi=26128e7f-f00f-e811-80c2-00155da75f18&ceid=657895
https://www.afsc.org/afsc-board-directors
http://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/371601-trump-cant-seem-to-recognize-foreign-born-black-and-brown-people-as?rnd=1517413195
https://youtu.be/VYCeJMIKlRs
https://secure.afsc.org/onlineactions/C7suO4-ZOUyYTyi_vjrnGg2?emci=93bf417d-2617-e811-80c2-00155da7a518&emdi=c98cacf1-c717-e811-80c2-00155da7a518&fn=Jon&mn=&ln=Krieg&em=jkrieg%40afsc.org&add1=&ci=Des+Moines&st=IA&pc=&hp=&mp=&wp=&ep=&oc=&p=&s=&ms=2018JREM1R
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest
http://photos.afsc.org/?c=1843&k=8283902feb
https://youtu.be/5JHA7imAGVA
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/10155351064127444/
https://click.everyaction.com/k/733821/4334547/-903260205?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzE0OCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI0Nzc5MTRjNC1iMjA2LWU4MTEtODBjMi0wMDE1NWRhNzVmMTgiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImprcmllZ0Bh
https://click.everyaction.com/k/733822/4334548/1511918839?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzE0OCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI0Nzc5MTRjNC1iMjA2LWU4MTEtODBjMi0wMDE1NWRhNzVmMTgiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImprcmllZ0Bh
https://www.afsc.org/action/take-action-hold-israel-accountable-violating-childrens-rights

