KC AFSC Peace and Justice Alert – December 6, 2013

Educate Yourself. Share your knowledge. Take Action!
For information about the American Friends Service Committee,
contact us at 816931-5256 or afsckc@afsc.org

Donate Now
Click this link above to make a donation to support the work
of the Kansas City Program of American Friends Service Committee

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Our human compassion binds us the one to the other
- not in pity or patronizingly, but as human beings
who have learnt how to turn our common suffering
into hope for the future.”
~Nelson Mandela
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear Peacemakers,
The death of Nelson Mandela, is a great loss. It’s hard to imagine the depth of peace and
inner strength he manifested to after suffering 27 years in prison, forgive his captors, and led
South Africa to reconciliation and a new and better future. He was / is an inspiration and has
a special place in my heart. My connection to him is increased further because in the late
1980’s as a part of my AFSC work I coordinated the Kansas City Anti-Apartheid Network,
building support and pressure for an end to apartheid. Because of that work I was invited by
then Congressman Alan Wheat and privileged to attend a large breakfast gathering with
Mandela when he visited Washington, D.C. after his release in 1990.

As has been said by others, now that Mandela had died, it is up to those of us who admired
him to find the inner Mandela within each of us, and work for justice, peace and
understanding. Thank you for taking up your share of the work.
We are pleased with progress on our Federal Budget and Our Community Listening Project. We are
in the process of testing out our listening questions to learn about how area leaders see the
impact of the sequester and other austerity measures, and hear their stories and their vision
of what we should be doing. We invite you to the next Move the Money Campaign meeting
to plan and implement listening sessions with area leaders. Join us on December 17,
Tuesday, 5:30pm at the AFSC office, 4405 Gillham Rd., KCMO.
And we invite you to check out our KC AFSC Year-End Newsletter highlighting our work to
Move the Money and change federal budget priorities; Youth Civic Engagement with the If I Had A
Trillion Dollars Youth Film Festival and the If I Could Change the World Spoken Word Project; Visions of
Peace at the Crossroads Festival; Turning Combat Boots into Ploughshares; and more. Click this link to
view newsletter.

See below for these activities, other calendar events, and articles, alerts and more.
Thanks for all of your work for our community.
Sincerely,

Ira Harritt
KC Program Coordinator
American Friends Service Committee
816 931-5256, iharritt@afsc.org

Check out these events and articles below:
December 9, Monday, 5:15pm - 6:30pm Reclaim the Promise of Public
Education-Christmas Carols with AFT 691. At 13th Street and Grand Ave.,
KCMO
December 13, Friday, Court Support. Re. CD at KC's new nuclear weapons parts
plant will come to trial at Municipal Court, at 11th & Locust, KCMO.
December 17 Tuesday, 5:30pm, Move the Money Campaign meeting Help plan
and implement listening sessions with area leaders at the AFSC office, 4405
Gillham Rd., KCMO.

Articles / Video:




12 Mandela Quotes That Won't Be In the Corporate Media Obituaries
In KC and elsewhere, rallies call for higher fast-food wages
Video: Zombie Politics and Casino Capitalism



NY Times Exposes Propaganda but Still Spreads It

Upcoming Peace and Justice Activities

Click on link or scroll down for more information about the peace and justice activity
December 9, Monday, 5:15pm - 6:30pm Reclaim the Promise of Public EducationChristmas Carols with AFT 691, Come and sing Christmas carol parodies that
speak out against the anti-public school forces that are trying to destroy our
schools. At 13th Street and Grand Ave., KCMO. Park at KCMO School District lot
at 1211 McGee, KCMO Click link for more info
December 17, Tuesday, 5:30pm, Move the Money Campaign meeting Help plan and
implement listening sessions with area leaders to learn and document the impact
of the sequester and other austerity measures, and hear their stories and visions
of what we should be doing. Following listening sessions the results will be used
in public education and change campaigns including meetings with editorial
boards, lobby visits, forums and other actions. Join us on at the AFSC office,
4405 Gillham Rd., KCMO.
December 13, Friday, Court Support.10 of the 24 who did CD and crossed the line on
July 13 at KC's new nuclear weapons parts plant will come to trial at Municipal
Court, at 11th & Locust, KCMO. Join us for a light lunch and rally at 11th &
Locust at noon, then a short march, then the trial from 1:30 p.m. till maybe 5.
December 17, Tuesday, 7:30pm until 10:00pm, Shadows of Liberty. The film
reveals the extraordinary truth behind the news media: censorship, cover-ups
and corporate control. The screening is organized by Friends of Community
Media (FCM) in association with KC Move To Amend. This free screening is a
“must see” for activists, but of course everyone is welcome. After the film, we will
briefly discuss how reforming the media relates to just about all forms of
Progressive activism. At Open Fire Pizza, 3951 Broadway St, KCMO
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1st and 3rdSaturdays, 1:00pm, Chelsea Manning Support Rally, Join us outside the gates of
Ft. Leavenworth, in support of Bradley Manning through his court martial trial in
February.
EVERY Tuesday, JOIN THIS Peace Demonstration between 5PM - 6 PM in the median strip
on the south corner of the intersection at 63rd & Ward Parkway, Kansas City, Mo.
For more information email '63rd Street Patriots' at schwartzkatz@sbcglobal.net
Weekly Wednesday, Noon, Jericho Walk for Immigrant Rights gather outside KansasCity
Immigration Court, 2345 Grand Blvd., KCMO Info at http://www.ijamkc.org/

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

News and Alerts
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Published on Friday, December 6, 2013 by Common Dreams

12 Mandela Quotes That Won't Be In the Corporate Media
Obituaries
On "sanitizing" the legacy of anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela
- Common Dreams staff

Nelson Mandela, who died yesterday at age 95, was a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary
who served as President of South Africa from 1994-1999.
During the 1950's, while working as an anti-apartheid lawyer, Mandela was repeatedly arrested
for 'seditious activities' and 'treason.' In 1963 he was convicted of sabotage and conspiracy to
overthrow the government, and sentenced to life imprisonment. Mandela served 27 years in
prison before an international lobbying campaign finally won his release in 1990.
In 1994, Mandela was elected President and formed a Government of National Unity in an
attempt to diffuse ethnic tensions. As President, he established a new constitution and initiated
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to investigate past human rights abuses and to uncover
the truth about crimes of the South African government, using amnesty as a mechanism.
Nelson Mandela was a powerful and inspirational leader who eloquently and forcefully spoke
truth to power. As tributes are published over the coming days, the corporate media will paint a
sanitized portrait of Mandela that leaves out much of who he was. We expect to see 'safe'
Mandela quotes such as "education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world" or "after climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb."
We wanted to share some Nelson Mandela quotes which we don't expect to read in the corporate
media's obituaries:
1. "A critical, independent and investigative press is the lifeblood of any democracy. The
press must be free from state interference. It must have the economic strength to stand up
to the blandishments of government officials. It must have sufficient independence from
vested interests to be bold and inquiring without fear or favor. It must enjoy the
protection of the constitution, so that it can protect our rights as citizens."
2. "If there is a country that has committed unspeakable atrocities in the world, it is the
United States of America. They don't care for human beings."
3. "The current world financial crisis also starkly reminds us that many of the concepts that
guided our sense of how the world and its affairs are best ordered, have suddenly been
shown to be wanting.”
4. "Gandhi rejects the Adam Smith notion of human nature as motivated by self-interest and
brute needs and returns us to our spiritual dimension with its impulses for nonviolence,

justice and equality. He exposes the fallacy of the claim that everyone can be rich and
successful provided they work hard. He points to the millions who work themselves to
the bone and still remain hungry."

More> http://www.commondreams.org/headline/2013/12/06-0
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In KC and elsewhere, rallies call for higher fast-food wages
December 5
By DIANE STAFFORD
The Kansas City Star

Kansas City’s third major day of protest this year for higher fast-food wages added quiet prayer
and singing to the shouted slogans that characterized large rallies in July and August.
During a rally Thursday afternoon outside a McDonald’s restaurant — one of an estimated 100
actions nationally — a group of clergy prayed for relief for low-wage workers who struggle to
make ends meet.
Speakers married a plea for social justice with the ongoing call from labor advocates for $15-anhour wages for fast-food workers.
“An economic system that values profit more than the welfare of people is unjust and unethical,”
said the Rev. Susan McCann, a minister at Grace Episcopal Church. “No one who works full
time should be living in poverty.”
More> http://www.kansascity.com/2013/12/05/4671361/low-wage-protests-fire-upagain.html#storylink=cpy

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Published on Saturday, November 23, 2013 by Moyers & Company

Video: Zombie Politics and Casino Capitalism
This week on Moyers & Company, author and scholar Henry Giroux explains how our political
system has turned people into zombies – “people who are basically so caught up with surviving
that they become like the walking dead — they lose their sense of agency, they lose their homes,
they lose their jobs.”
Also on the broadcast, Bill looks at Birth of the Living Dead, a mesmerizing new documentary
that examines the singular time in which the classic 1968 film Night of the Living Dead was shot
– when civil unrest and violence gave the nation nightmares and zombies were a metaphor for a
troubled and distressed American public.
Video> http://www.commondreams.org/video/2013/11/23

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NY Times Exposes Propaganda but Still Spreads It

By George Lakoff, georgelakoff.com
26 November 13
http://readersupportednews.org/opinion2/276-74/20630-focus-ny-times-exposes-propaganda-but-stillspreads-it

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NY Times Exposes Propaganda but Still Spreads It
By George Lakoff, georgelakoff.com
26 November 13

The NY Times has many virtues and some important flaws. Both were evident on the paper's
front page this week and there is a lot to be learned by what did and did not appear there.
For decades, Republican conservatives have constructed and carried out extensive, wellplanned, long-term communication campaigns to change public discourse and the way the
public thinks. It has been done very effectively and, for the most part, not secretly. The NY
Times finally began reporting on this effort on Thursday, November 21, 2013 in a fine piece by
Jonathan Weisman and Sheryl Gay Stolberg.
The Times reported on the House Republicans' memo on how to attack the Affordable Care Act
through a "multilayered sequence assault," gathering stories "through social media letters from
constituents, or meeting back home" and a new GOP website. The Times also reported on the
"closed door" strategy sessions, going back to last year.
It's a start, and it's about time. What the Times missed was the far deeper and systematic efforts
by conservatives extending back four decades and the nature of the underlying general ideology
covering dozens of issues that have been served by these efforts. The Times also missed the
reason why the attack on the ACA is more than just anti-Obama politics, but rather part of an
attempt to change the idea of what America is about. The Times missed the think tanks, the
framing professionals, the training institutes, the booking agencies, the Wednesday morning
meetings on both national and state levels, and the role of ALEC in the states - all set out in the
Lewis Powell memo more than four decades ago and carried out since then as part of seamless
system directed at changing the brains of Americans.
I do mean changing brains. Because all thought is physical, carried out by neural circuitry, every
change in how we understand anything is a brain change, and conservatives are effectively
using the techniques that marketers have developed for changing brains, and they've been
using them for decades, at least since the notorious Lewis Powell Memo in 1971.
Full disclosure: I began writing about conservative framing in my 1996 book Moral Politics, and
about the conservative brain changing machine in my 2004 book Don't Think of an Elephant!, p.
15 (click to see the discussion at:
http://www.chelseagreen.com/bookstore/item/dont_think_of_an_elephant:paperback/chapter_1)
. For the Powell memo, just google "Lewis Powell memo."
At least, the Times did get an important part of it right on Thursday, and we should be grateful.
Then, on Sunday, November 24, 2013, the Times published on its front page what looked like a
news story, but was a conservative column called "White House Memo" by John Harwood, who
is CNBC's Chief Washington Correspondent, and who previously worked as the Wall Street

Journal's political editor and chief political correspondent. It's one thing to publish a blatant
conservative attack on President Obama in a column on the op-ed page or in the Sunday
Review, and another to publish it on the front page, as if it were a news story.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We need your support to keep our life affirming peacemaking
work alive.
Contribute. Volunteer. Spread the word!
Contact us and mail your tax deductible contribution to:
American Friends Service Committee
4405 Gillham Rd., KCMO 64110
(816) 931-5256
The information and events described in AFSC Peace and Justice Alerts are intended to educate and assist
members of our community in becoming active in working for a more just and peaceful world. Inclusion of a
listing does not necessarily imply that AFSC KC agrees with all points of view that will be represented at the
event.
The American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker organization that includes people of various faiths who
are committed to social justice, peace, and humanitarian service.
Its work is based on the Quaker belief in the worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome
violence and injustice

Ira Harritt
KC Program Coordinator
American Friends Service Committee
816 931-5256
iharritt@afsc.org
http://afsc.org/office/kansas-city-mo

