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From Margaret Jackson, AFSC Midwest Interim Regional Director 

Michael was truly passionate about social justice and working with youth. He understood that we 
needed to empower and light that fire within the youth to continue working and advocating for justice. 

Michael touched all of our lives in his special way. He seemed to bring out the best in everyone because 
he always shared the best of himself. Michael was a strategic thinker, visionary, creative, inspirational, a 
fighter for social justice, but most of all he was my friend. 
 
I think all of us will only see just how special Michael McConnell was to each one of us. 
 
Stop, close your eyes, can't you see Michael smiling! 

--------------------------- 

From Jennifer Bing, AFSC Middle East Program, Chicago 
 
The Books I Carried -- Reflections on Michael McConnell’s funeral 4/12/13 
 
I brought your books to the table 
The well worn covers 
Repeated reading of nonviolent strategies 
The artists’ way and Renny’s poetry 
Your bedside bibles 
 
So many books you read 
And encouraged us to learn 
History was your passion 
Making sense of the past 
Giving us lessons for the present 
 
I cried bringing you your books 
For all the pages of my life 
You will not help me write 
The stories I can’t share 
With your gentle presence 
 
This chapter is hard to finish 
Trying to set to memory 
Every wise word you shared 



Strategy you proposed 
Or shoulder you offered 
 
I brought your books to the table 
With heart heavy and full 
Grateful for your presence 
The gifts you have left 
The legacy we will continue 

--------------------------- 

From Miryam Rashid, former AFSC staff in Chicago 

Finding words through pain is hard. Thanks so much for sharing this, Jennifer. It's so beautiful how much 
love shines through your words and sentiments. And how Michael loved you! How many times I walked 
into your office because it was impossible to resist the energy that enveloped the room when you two 
were having even a simple conversation…. 

I'm holding on to the memories too, feel lucky that in this big universe, I got a chance to cross this 
beautiful man's path. This is a particularly difficult hole in the heart, still sinking in. Love and strength to 
you all as you find your way forward. 

--------------------------- 

From Ira Harritt, AFSC Kansas City Program Coordinator, writing in his weekly update: 

Before sharing information about upcoming AFSC peace and justice activities, I want to write about the 
passing of Michael McConnell, who was for 20 years regional director of AFSC’s Great Lakes and then 
Midwest Region. He was a true peacemaker and leader. Many have commented about Michael “being 
all about program,” about the work, and he was, but he was also about the people, supporting AFSC 
staff and our constituents. He was largely responsible for the Eyes Wide Open Human Cost of War 
“boots” exhibit and many other creative campaigns. 

Michael was passionately committed throughout his time at AFSC to engaging young people in programs 
for peace and social justice, in ways that would build their knowledge, leadership skills, and 
commitment. With this in mind AFSC has established the Michael McConnell Youth Internship Fund to 
support participation of young people in AFSC’s peace and social justice programs in the Midwest 
Region. 

Michael will be mourned and missed. In phone conversations with AFSC staff many have commented 
that Michael would want us to press on… And so, I will and I encourage you to take up the slack, to step 
up and do what you can to help move us on our journey to a more just and peaceful world. 

--------------------------- 

 



From Tim Franzen, AFSC Atlanta Peacebuilding Program, writing on his blog: 

On a personal note, Michael was a source of inspiration for me. I'll never forget a presentation Michael 
gave on the War on terror and the human costs abroad and right here in our communities. That one talk 
changed the lens through which I see local consequences to war and my organizing focus and approach 
in Atlanta. If I could say something to Michael right now, I'd say, "The far and wide impact you've left in 
your wake in not measurable. Thank you for helping me be a better organizer, Michael. You are loved 
and will be missed by many." 

The last time I saw Michael was at an AFSC Wage Peace gathering in Chicago in December of last year. 
He continued to frame the cost of the military budget as a robbery of desperately needed resources 
from our struggling communities. 

--------------------------- 

From Shirien Damra, AFSC Middle East Program Associate 

I received the heartbreaking news that Michael McConnell, our beloved director of the AFSC Midwest 
region, has lost his battle to cancer.  
 
Michael was such a beautiful person. He always had light (noor) on his face every time he walked into a 
room. Michael was far from the type of person you would think of when you think of a regional director. 
He was humble, kind, and immediately made me feel at home when I started working at AFSC. He 
always inspired positivity and energy every time he spoke. Even during his last times in the office, he 
was clearly in pain, but still kept a positive attitude, always full of great things to say, and of course, 
lighthearted jokes. 
 
Every year since I’ve gone to the yearly AFSC Middle East benefits, Michael always did the fundraising 
pitch. His pitches were always inspiring and full of humor. The fundraising pitch at the last benefit, 
however, was a bit more serious. He asked me and Danny to come on stage with him. As he held a baton 
in his hand, Michael talked about the importance of supporting the youth in AFSC work because they’re 
the next generation who will carry on the work for peace and justice. At the end of his speech, he 
passed the baton on to me and told me to (symbolically) run with it.  
 
His speech didn’t fully sink into me until after I heard the news that he died and really reflected on it. I 
have only known Michael for a few short years, but Michael has touched my life and inspired me in so 
many ways. Even those who didn’t personally know Michael know what a great man he was. Michael did 
so many amazing things. He was a brilliant, creative organizer and an inspiring leader. He dedicated his 
life to working for social justice in the world, from Chicago to Latin America to Palestine. 
 
It is still hard to accept that Michael is gone. But I am a firm believer that the soul never dies. His soul is 
no longer on earth, but Michael did so much good on this earth that his soul is undoubtedly in a better 
place.  
 



Let us all take the baton from Michael and remember him by continuing his legacy while we’re still here. 
Let’s follow Michael’s footsteps and do good in this world. Not only should we work for peace and 
justice, we should do so while treating one another with love, kindness, and dignity.  
 
Please remember Michael by carrying on his legacy and keep your thoughts and prayers with his family 
at this time.  
 
Rest in Power, Michael. Thank you for everything. You will be missed. 

--------------------------- 

From Roxane Assaf, Midwest Region Executive Committee member 

In a lifetime, one comes into contact with certain souls that burn brighter and give more for no apparent 
reason. Once in a while, such a bright-burning soul is embodied with gifts of word and intention that 
move people to goodness. What a combination. It doesn't happen often, but when it does, you get the 
likes of Michael McConnell.  
 
We've been aching about this day for a long time now. But who was ready to let him go? Holding you in 
the light, Michael. We'll try to carry the torch like you told us to last month when it sounded like 
goodbye. You welled up, then worried you were being maudlin. No worries now my friend. We'll do our 
best. 

Michael McConnell used an actual baton in one of his fundraising pitches. The metaphor came home to 
me when I was asked to emcee an arts fundraiser and make the ask. Michael and I had shared the stage 
for years as an emcee-pitcher team for American Friends Service Committee. I did the emceeing. He did 
the pitch. Verismo Opera Theater's "OperaRocks" fundraiser would be my turn to make the pitch. Was I 
qualified?  I thought of Michael Sunday April 7th on a plane from Detroit to Chicago, then in the car 
racing to the banquet hall while changing into costume in the passenger seat. I thought of him when 
they handed me the script that said nothing about how to ask for money. "What would Michael do?" I 
wondered. So I let him channel through me. And just as I conjured the thought to turn a Viking helmet 
upside-down to pass the hat, he departed from this world. Thank you, Michael. I've got this. 

--------------------------- 

From Natalie Holbrook, AFSC Michigan Criminal Justice Program 

In thinking about Michael, I cannot help but fixate on this kernel of youthfulness that rooted itself in his 
very being. What I will carry with me for always is the wisdom he held around the importance of youth 
and intergenerational connectivity as critical components to social justice movements and social change. 
Maybe it is that surge of youth fueled energy deep in his spirit that compelled him to recognize the 
importance of mentorship and really listening to young people and then taking practical steps to mingle 
and engage their ideas in our work. I cannot express how much his thinking on actual engagement of 
youth has impacted how I do my work, how I relate to and learn from young people in our office, how 

https://www.facebook.com/lostvoices?group_id=0


his teaching and guidance have provided this sure-footed foundation for the continual beautiful 
engagement of young people in meaningful work that moves us towards a better, more just tomorrow. 
 
I came to AFSC as a “younger” person. I met Michael when I was 25; started working for AFSC when I 
was 26 and soon I will be 37. I am no longer officially considered a young person, but Michael helped in 
the shaping of how I do this work. He helped us develop ideas; he stood by our sides in times of 
difficulty; he always focused on the roots beneath even the grass; shaping and strategizing around 
program was one of his callings. 
 
I think he leaves for AFSC a model of social change work that is being played out around the country and 
that we should delve even more deeply into. There are so many staff members who came to activism as 
young people and now have grown older in the work; we should capture these stories among us. We 
should capture the models for how we engage youth in the work we do day in and day out. We should 
strategize around how to capture the methods and mechanisms we use every day and lift up the voices 
of lives that have been impacted by engagement in working for social Justice. 
  
Michael was very much committed to developing some kind of tracking tool (even a social media tool 
like a Facebook page) for all interns/volunteers of AFSC, so we could document where these young 
people ended up; where the seeds planted while at AFSC grow and blossom and then flourish. I hope we 
do this. I hope we collect these stories so we can see, so we can be fueled, so our passion for the 
greatest good and beloved community may be constantly refreshed, renewed, and realized. 
 

--------------------------- 

From Catherine Shaw, AFSC Midwest Executive Committee 

Michael was a lover of life and he lived it fully. Working with him reminded me to be open to 
opportunity and possibility. I marveled at his creative ideas for helping people understand and become 
part of work for peace and justice. He had a remarkable talent for engaging young people in this work, a 
gift he gave to us and to the future. Michael found inspiration in many places, including poetry that he 
sometimes shared with us at meetings. With Michael’s passing, I’ve turned to poems for solace. To me, 
the lines below capture Michael’s life of commitment to seeing what love can do. 
 
I Will Not Die an Unlived Life 
 
I will not die an unlived life 
I will not live in fear of falling 
Or of catching fire 
I choose to inhabit my days 
To allow my living to open me 
Making me less afraid 
More accessible 
To loosen my heart 



So that it becomes a wing, a torch, a promise 
I choose to risk my significance 
To live so that that which comes to me as seed 
Goes to the next as blossom 
And that which comes to me as blossom 
Goes on as fruit. 
 
- Dawna Markova 
 

--------------------------- 

From Mama Nozipo Glenn, AFSC Midwest Executive Committee and President of the Miami Valley 
African Organization in Dayton 

Michael is still with us working just as hard as usual. 
 

--------------------------- 

From Joseph Gerson, Director of Regional Program, AFSC Northeast Region 

  
      I was in meetings most of the day and learned of Michael's death this afternoon. I feel so, so sad. 
What an extraordinary man, and in so many way one of the real souls of AFSC. 

      One memory will stand out in my mind that exemplifies who Michael was. Last year, the day before 
the NATO counter-summit conference, when the Chicago office was humming with people and activity, 
with everyone was pulling so hard and so well to make a difference; Michael commented to me "This is 
living." He was speaking on many levels, but his meanings were so clear, including that he lived through 
you as well as with his own vision, courage and energy. 

     We all come from different religious traditions, but I've long taken a mite of solace from the lesson 
that a person's spirit is among us when we think of/remember him or her. Michael will be with us for a 
long time. 

     My thoughts are with you as we share his loss. 

--------------------------- 

From Dereje Wordofa, AFSC Regional Director for Africa 

 
I was shocked when I read the sad news about the untimely passing away of Michael McConnell, I am in 
mourning.  

Michael was pivotal within AFSC and a great colleague to me. I consider myself as fortunate for I worked 
with him for several years although I’m based in Africa. I have experiences of Michael at the GPPG 
retreats, small group meetings, and phone conferences. Michael was one of the people who inspired me 



in those platforms; with his succinct ideas, humility and directness. I relished and valued my 
conversations with him as well. He was generous to share his insights with me at dinner table, while we 
are driving together or walking- I will miss him. I will always remember Michael as a visionary, receptive 
to creative ideas and as man who was deeply committed and gave his whole life to shape a better world.  

My deepest sorrow and sympathy goes to his family.  

--------------------------- 

From Amal Sabawi, AFSC Palestine Youth Program Director in Gaza 

 
Dear  Jennifer and Friends at AFSC in Chicago Office, 

I am deeply saddened to hear about the death of our colleague, Michael McConnell, I believe it is a great 
loss for our colleagues in Chicago Office and AFSC. My thoughts and heart are with you. I think of you 
Jennifer and other staff and I hold you in the light. 

Please pass on my sincere condolences to all friends and colleagues and to his family.  

May his soul rest in peace. 

 --------------------------- 

From Ann Francis, former co-clerk of the AFSC Midwest Region Executive Committee 

 

 
 
This is a picture (not the best but all we have here) of Michael speaking at EWO (full exhibit) when we 
brought it to Lansing in November 2004. He is standing in front of the Capitol. EWO also went to 
Kalamazoo that year. The Michigan exhibit has traveled around the state since 2005 when the full 
exhibit was broken down. Red Cedar Friends Meeting (Lansing) still coordinates the state exhibit and it 



has been exhibited 22 times. 
 

This past week, the Kalamazoo Peace Center, a hub of young activists, had the EWO-MI on display at 
Western Michigan University. This is the fourth spring they have hosted the memorial on campus. Red 
Cedar Friends find this a powerful witness which has connected many people and organizations working 
for peace in Iraq and Afghanistan around the state. We are so glad we can honor both civilians and 
military people who have lost their lives in these wars. EWO does help communities understand the 
enormous costs of war. 
 
PS: 2004 was the first time I met Michael. He had the ability to inspire people to action and to 
organizing. I don't know much about Michael's roots but he surely understood how to provide not only 
the ideas but the tools and plans needed to carry them out and have impact. 

--------------------------- 

 

From Ann Stromquist, Friend and AFSC supporter from Iowa City 
 

I am devastated by the news of Michael's death, but so glad that he is no longer suffering. My thoughts 
and sympathies go out to all of you who knew him better than I did and who were fortunate enough to 
work with him. 

We brought the Windows & Mirrors exhibit to the Iowa City/Coralville, Iowa for the month of 
September last year. Michael spoke at our opening reception on September 9. 

As Michael spoke, we could tell that he was not feeling really well. But the power of his presence and his 
gentle words had us all transfixed.  

Long before W&M, we brought Eyes Wide Open to Iowa City. I remember that Kathleen McQuillen, I, 
and others had the boots all lined up on the square we were using downtown and then learned that 
seven more Iowans had been killed in the Iraq war. I called Michael and asked him if we could purchase 
seven additional pairs of boots to add to the display and he said, "Yes!"  So I raced off to the Army-Navy 
Surplus store to buy them. I told the workers in the store about the exhibit and they were very 
interested. They let me put a flyer advertising the exhibit in their window! Michael's influence is like the 
ripples from a pebble thrown into a lake. 

And it will continue to ripple outward…. 

--------------------------- 

From Kathleen McQuillen, AFSC Iowa Program Coordinator, in a note to her committee 

It’s with a heavy heart that I pass on the sad news that Michael McConnell, Midwest Regional Director 
passed on yesterday – after a four year struggle with cancer. Somehow in spite of it Michael continued 
to guide, encourage, and inspire those of us who worked under his leadership right up to the end. 



I know here in Iowa many of you came to know Michael through Eyes Wide Open, Windows and 
Mirrors, and Organize the Hope. We thank you for being part of Michael’s visionary work. 

He will be greatly missed. 

--------------------------- 

From Tom Krause and Renee Larsen, AFSC Iowa Program Committee 

Our sympathy to everyone at AFSC Iowa, the Midwest Region, and Michael’s family.  

--------------------------- 

From Neah Monteiro, AFSC Web Editor 
 
I just wanted to send you a brief note to say that you and everyone in the Midwest are in my thoughts 
today. Losing Michael is a huge loss. He was such a special person. 

--------------------------- 

From Alexis Moore, AFSC Director of Media Relations 

What crossed my mind when I heard about Michael: “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant.” 

I’m keeping you all in prayer. 

--------------------------- 

From Diane Santucci, United Taxidrivers Coordinating Council Member 
 
I met Michael at various meetings in Chicago regarding UTCC of which I am a member. Please convey my 
condolences to his family. He was a very nice man and passionate about his work. We will miss him. 
Prayers for him and his family. 

--------------------------- 

From Jon Krieg, AFSC Midwest Communications Specialist 

There’s nothing easy about the hearing of hard news, however much one might expect it. I just learned 
of the passing of Michael McConnell, regional director of AFSC’s programs throughout the Midwest, a 
visionary for peace and justice, a leader greatly loved for his gentleness and risk-taking. In one sense, 
Michael moves now from the present to the past tense; in a deeper way, he remains very much part of 
our future, as well. 

Michael was my supervisor for the past ten months, ever since AFSC’s former Central Region and Great 
Lakes Region combined into the new Midwest Region, which Michael described, without a hint of 
Quakerly restraint, as the “MidBest.” I knew him well for a shorter span of time than many of my 
colleagues who worked with Michael since he came to AFSC in 1990. I doubt I can fathom their sorrow. 



His gifts to the service of peace and justice through AFSC were legendary; his loss, immense. As we 
grieve his passing, it’s up to us to ensure that his legacy and vision live on. One colleague of mine said 
that everything she’s doing today feels like it’s done in Michael’s honor. May we continue to act in that 
spirit. 

I had the privilege of spending some time with Michael following a Midwest Regional Executive 
Committee meeting two weeks prior to his passing. Michael’s optimism about his own chances was 
evident; he had staved off cancer before, and was now involved in another “dance” with it. 

Michael described himself at times as “giddy,” and I can only wonder at the source of his joy. He had a 
wonderful family to love and who loved him. He had a career given for peace and justice, his highest 
goals, and he saw AFSC as an important vehicle to realize those goals. In ways metaphorical and literal, 
Michael gave life to AFSC, and AFSC gave life to Michael. It was the most beautiful symbiosis. 

As time went by, Michael said that he was beginning to think more in terms of images than words – this 
from a person whose words could move thousands to act. I can only wonder at the images he was 
seeing – perhaps the peaceable kingdom? Perhaps the mountain top which Martin Luther King, Jr. 
envisioned but did not reach in this life? 

Michael’s legacy will live on in the lives of those he inspired to work for peace. Of all the creative and 
dedicated staff whom he touched, I think especially now of the young people – the interns, the fellows, 
the volunteers – whom Michael loved in a special way. For he knew that, as individuals, our work for 
peace is necessarily limited by our time on Earth. If we want to keep this burning flame alive for 
generations to come, even in the midst of darkness, we must pass on the torch to youth. 

Michael, you’ve done just that. I’m not sure how well you’ll “rest” in peace. I have a sense your strong 
spirit will keep agitating and organizing for many years to come. 

--------------------------- 
 

From Michael himself upon the creation of AFSC’s new Midwest Region in 2012 

 

WE ARE THE MIDWEST 
 
Together we're on a quest 
We call on TIAA-CREF to divest 
and the Pentagon to stop their war chest. 
Citizens United we detest. 
When kids are in conflict we cannot rest 
until their problems are redressed 
or they make their mark in a trillion dollar video contest. 
We stand with cab drivers in their request 
until a fare increase is addressed. 



Life-affirming businesses are finessed 
for refugees and dreamers to be unstressed. 
Quite simply, we side with the dispossessed 
whether in prison due to arrest 
or immigrants who should be our guests. 
We are obsessed to make unrest 
to stir up a hornets nest 
and wrest the power from the billionaires blest 
we do attest and have confessed 
to side with the oppressed 
and not politicians who fail the test 
ego and power obsessed. 
We're not impressed they are a pest. 
All injustice we do protest 
and we do all of this because 
we are the best 
we do all of this because 
WE ARE THE MIDWEST 

 
TOAST 
As a region may we work hard 
but not so hard as to sacrifice our health and balance, our friends and family 
May we have many victories 
but even if we lose, may we find a way to gain 
in every negative find a positive 
in every set back, a way forward 
and along the way, 
let us find a way to have a whole lot of laughter and fun 


