
HIGH SCHOOL 
Suggested Learning / Teaching Activities To Use In Connection With The 

“Eyes Wide Open: The Human Cost of War In Iraq Exhibit” 
AND WEBSITE  http://www.afsc.org/eyes/default.htm 

 
Critical Thinking / Compare and Contrast
1) What Do you know? Before students attend the exhibit or examine the web site, ask 

any number of the following questions: 
 
What do you know for sure about the Iraq war? 
What do you think is true? 
What do you think is untrue? 
Where do you get your information about the Iraq war? 
Why do you think the U.S. went to war in Iraq? 
  
a. Give students a few moments to think about these questions, have a class 

discussion addressing them. 
b. Ask students to respond to the discussion in a journal or short essay format. 
c. Ask the students to view the Eyes Wide Open website, links and other resources. 

Have students reexamine their position on the war and respond to their research. 
 
2) Budget Priorities: Over 136 billion dollars has been spent on the Iraq war and 

occupation. Responsible leadership must make difficult decisions about budget priorities 
which affect citizens lives. The United States government could have directed these 
billions of dollars to various health, education, housing, or domestic “Homeland 
Security” programs. Ask students to visit the websites below and examine the local 
budget tradeoffs for the war in Iraq. Have a classroom discussion about budget choices 
putting them in the context of the total U.S. population.  Pose the question:  Would 
spending on the war have been your spending priorities for these billions of dollars?  
How would you have spent these funds?  Have each student take a position and write a 
persuasive essay defending that position.  

 
http://database.nationalpriorities.org/tradeoff
http://www.truemajority.org/fun/ and click to view the “TrueMajority OREO video” 
 

 
Reflective Writing 
 
3) Suppose a military recruiter visits your school and talks to your class, what five 

questions will you have for that person? After learning about the war in Iraq, what would 
you say to a recruiter who is trying to convince you and your classmates to join the 
military? 

 
4) Letter to the President: Write a letter to the President of the United States about your 

personal feelings about the war.  
 

a. Tell him how the war personally affects you: do you have family in the military? 
How do the budget cuts personally affect you and do you think the money could 
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be better spent elsewhere? Write about anything else that the President should 
know about how you are personally affected. 

 
b. Tell him about your feelings about the decisions he has made about the war. 

 
5) Points of View: Observe the Editorial section of your local newspaper for one week. Clip 

and save editorials that are pro-war and anti-war. Observe the differences in opinions and 
the arguments which each side uses to support their case. Write an essay about the 
different points of view and whether you agree or disagree with these ideas. 

 
Artistic / Creative Activities 
6) Create your own war protest/war support poster, T-shirt, sign, bumper sticker, or pin. 
 
7) Design plans for a permanent memorial for those United States citizens or Iraq citizens 

who have died in this war.  The memorial will be placed in the city of your choice. 
 

Teacher: go to the following website for a detailed lesson plan on war memorials and 
“honoring heroes.” http://www.pbs.org/art21/education/ritual/lesson2.html  

 
8) Research war portrayed in art.  What does this art say to you? Use at least ten 

examples of art.  Write a short paper or make an oral presentation to your class. 
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