March 19, 2020

Re: Request for Parole, Humanitarian Release for Immigration Detainees Vulnerable to
COVID-19 and Sufficient Protections for All

Acting Field Office Director John Fabbricatore

Community Relations Officer Michael Williams

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Deputy Director and Senior Official Performing the
Duties of the Director, Matthew T. Albence

Department of Homeland Security, Secretary (acting), Chad F. Wolf

Cc: Facility Administrator Johnny Choate, Senator Michael Bennet, Senator Cory Gardner,
Congresswoman Diana DeGette, Congressman Joe Neguse, Congressman Scott Tipton
Congressman Ken Buck, Congressman Doug Lamborn, Congressman Jason Crow, Congressman
Ed Perlmutter

Dear Field Office Director Fabbricatore,

We write on behalf of legal service providers, medical professionals, faith leaders, elected
officials, Colorado immigrant advocates, and concerned community members regarding the
humanitarian crisis that COVID-19 presents on the detained population in the Aurora GEO ICE
Detention Center.

We urge Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to immediately grant humanitarian parole
to all vulnerable persons in detention, to evaluate all detainees for humanitarian parole, and
inform detainees of their right to seek humanitarian release.

We urge GEO to test all high-risk detainees and staff and provide them with results, refuse to
accept additional detainees as others are paroled, staff professional janitorial services who are
equipped to clean for a health crisis of this magnitude, provide detainees with access to soap and
high grade cleaning products free of charge, reassign remaining detainees one to a cell, ensure
consistent virtual and phone access to both family members and legal counsel.

Even absent world-wide pandemics, detained populations living in close quarters face heightened
risk of uncontrolled transmission. However, COVID-19 represents an unprecedented danger to
detained populations that must be proactively addressed immediately. GEO has struggled to
control infectious disease outbreaks and routinely resorts to en masse gquarantines even for
diseases that can rely on “herd immunity” and immunizations. Due to continued reports from
detainees, ICE’s own reports, and recent lawsuits, we have a well-founded concern that detainees
lack timely access to proper medical care and that GEO will not have the medical capacity to
handle a COVID-19 outbreak. Our health-care systems are already at risk of being overwhelmed.
These systems cannot afford to take on the unnecessary increased risk of uncontrolled
transmission due to close quarters of detention facilities, nor community spillover from a facility.

In light of this, we strongly urge you to exercise your discretionary authority and take the
following proactive and protective measures:




Immediately grant humanitarian parole and release the most vulnerable detainee
population, including individuals who are fifty years or older, who have medical conditions,
or who are immuno-compromised. Continued confinement of this particularly vulnerable
group is a gross violation of their civil rights and liberties and exposes them to a government-
created danger. ICE can easily identify such individuals through its detainee intake form and
medical records, and by having detainees self-identify. The de minimis administrative burden of
identifying impacted people surely does not outweigh the importance of protecting high-risk
detainees from this fatal infection.

Evaluate the remaining detainee population for humanitarian release. In the event of an
outbreak, GEO is institutionally and physically incapable of safely housing hundreds of
detainees for the reasons described above. After releasing the most vulnerable detainees from
GEO, ICE should then evaluate remaining persons for immediate release. Their continued
detention will guarantee a widespread and uncontrollable outbreak and therefore demands swift,
preventative action.

e ICE has wide discretion to release detainees and ought to exercise its authority given
these urgent humanitarian circumstances. ICE may release persons under its parole
authority. See INA §236(a)(2)(B); 8 C.F.R. § 212.5(b)(1)—(2) (providing release of
persons with “serious medical conditions in which continued detention would not be
appropriate,” and pregnant women).

Inform detainees of CDC recommendations for their protection, and their right to seek
humanitarian release. Provide detainees with up-to-date information about COVID-19 so
persons can self-identify and understand the health risks of continued detention. This is crucial,
as many detainees have relevant medical histories or conditions not known to ICE, such as
chronic smokers, persons with prior respiratory conditions, and individuals with other
undiagnosed conditions.

Ensure any detainee who remains in the facility, whether under medical quarantine or not,
has ongoing access to confidential communication with prospective and current counsel.
Any person who remains at GEO during the pandemic—whether in medical quarantine or not—
must have ongoing access to confidential communication with their attorneys, prospective
attorneys, and the Legal Orientation Program. This communication should remain in-person to
the fullest extent possible and, where not possible, should be facilitated through confidential
phone and televideo calls at no cost to the person in detention.

Ensure detainees have access to their hearings in immigration court and promptly notify
the court in the event a detainee’s medical status prevents their appearance. If EOIR
continues to remain open, detainees must have full access to the courts with the option of making
in-person appearances. ICE must provide adequate medical safeguards and accommodations to
ensure that no one is forced to choose between their health or an in-person court appearance.

Ensure any detainee who remains at the facility does not have to share a cell, that there are
enough medical beds and prison staff to ensure the safety of anyone who is not released.



Ensure any detainee who remains at the facility has thorough access to preventive
measures, medical testing, and treatment without cost. Detainees must have increased,
unrestricted access to hygiene products and opportunities, such as soap, showers, towels, sheets,
sanitizing wipes and clean water, frequently and at no cost to incarcerated people or their
families. Additionally, testing and treatment should be available without fear of reprisal or
punishment. People should feel safe reporting illness or symptoms, which means that no further
punitive measures should be implemented.

Ensure any detainees who remain at the facility are not subjected to further punitive
measures that do not follow CDC recommendations for containing the virus. People should
not be placed in cells designed for solitary confinement, be denied or have restrictions on visits,
lose opportunities to communicate with people outside through mail/phone/video, or have
restricted access to legal assistance, or privileges within the facility. These restrictions only
further exacerbate negative mental and physical conditions. The GEO facility should encourage
and facilitate video visitation by covering the cost of video visitation and calls. Further, to
improve mental health outcomes, people should be given greater daily access to outdoor space in
smaller groups to where they can maintain safe distances of 6 feet.

Contract for frequent sanitation and cleaning of the facility as recommended by the CDC.
Ensure any detainees who remain at the facility are not the ones providing this service or any
other as part of an emergency response plan. Forcing incarcerated people who are at an
incredibly high risk of infection to provide any services is not a valid emergency response and is
exploitation.

Policies adopted in response to COVID-19 should be transparent and public. The Colorado
Field Office and Aurora GEO Detention Center must provide clear and immediate information
on the status and health of loved ones to families and friends. GEO must be transparent about
their plans and procedures in response to COVID-19 and how the facility will be more vigilant
about medical care.

Provide additional and more nutritious food, and enough time to eat it. To give detained
individuals the best chance at preventing any illness, there should be an increased focus on
adequate nutrition as part of prevention efforts. Detainees should have access to additional
nutritious foods at meal times at no cost to them. Detainees should have adequate time to eat
meals. The reported 5-10 minutes currently given are insufficient.

Given the unprecedented dangers of COVID-19 and the rapidly expanding health crisis
and the dangers unique to detention facilities, the signatories to this letter urge ICE and
GEO to take these actions immediately.
BACKGROUND:
e The World Health Organization has declared COVID-19 a pandemic and both the
country and the state of Colorado have declared a state of emergency.
e Transmission rates are higher for this virus world-wide because no immunity to this
disease currently exists in any population.
e Colorado has the 5th most known COVID-19 cases in the country.
e Infection with COVID-19 is associated with significant morbidity.



e Individuals with other medical conditions including diabetes, immunocompromised
individuals, and older people are at a higher risk of severe disease and death if they

contract COVID-19.

e Based on a recently published systematic review of the literature, at least one fifth of
infected cases require supportive care in medical intensive care units. Equally concerning
is the fact that despite the implementation of optimal supportive interventions, case
fatality rate among hospitalized patients is more than 10 percent.

Respectfully,

Colorado People’s Alliance and the American Friends Service Committee
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anesthesia CRNA Shoshana Ringel
Cardiologist MD, FACC, FACP, Associate
Professor Barbara Abrahams, MD

Children and families Child therapist
Amanda Nooter

EM, FP Physician Assistant David Stallings
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Senator Julie Gonzales, SD 34

Majority Leader Alec Garnett, HD 2
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The Episcopal Church in Colorado

The Interfaith Alliance of Colorado

Rabbi Fred Greene

Rabbi Hannah Laner
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Mohamedbhai LLC
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M.Sc. Andrew J Martin
Andrew Kenney
Andrew Sebald
Outreach Angela
Angela Daniels

Ann Lederer

Ann Musman Quigley
Social Qutreach
Coordinator, Ann Zimmer
Professor Anna Muraco
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Dr. Arnie Schultz
Arpi Miller

Arthur C Curtis
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Dr. Edelina M. Burciaga
Eden Hankins

Edwin Schuett

Eileen McCarthy Arnolds
Eli Rosen

Children & Youth TA
Coordinator Elicia
Goodsoldier
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Kortney Morrison
Kris DeForest

Kris Spaeth

Kristen Autret
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Mary Sullivan

Mary Thompson
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Matt Stys
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