For Immediate Release                                                      Contact: XXX
 [GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION ON MILITARY SPENDING and TAX DAY 2012]

YOUR VISUAL
YOUR VISUAL displayed at XXX
[CITY (Date)] – Community, faith and labor organizations will gather at XXX to display XXX YOUR VISUAL., to point out the disproportionate amount of the federal budget that is spent on the military and the wars.  Currently, 60% of the discretionary budget is allocated to the military, with only 6% going to Health and Human Services, 6% to Education and 3% to Housing. Attempts to balance state and federal budgets have focused on cutting these already underfunding areas, closing schools and health clinics and other programs that benefit people in our communities.  
As of March 2011, the U.S. has spent over $1.3 trillion for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. For that money, the U.S. could have funded 160 million college scholarships for one year or 19.3 million elementary school teachers for one year. Locally, (see http://costofwar.com/en/tradeoffs/ to find local tradeoffs and add those.)
“Real security for people in our communities is having enough to eat, a home to live in, education for our children — not weapons systems and multiple wars.,” says Mary Zerkel, Co-coordinator of the Wage Peace Campaign at the American Friends Service Committee. OR INSERT A QUOTE BY SOMEONE FROM YOUR GROUP
For more on AFSC’s programs for peace, visit www.afsc.org or follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

	WHO:
	 American Friends Service Committee & XXX

	WHAT:
	 [GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION ON MILITARY SPENDING and TAX DAY 2012]



	WHERE:
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	WHEN:
	[DATE(S) AND TIME(S)]


###
The American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker organization that includes people of various faiths who are committed to social justice, peace and humanitarian service. Its work is based on the belief in the worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice.
