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State House Watch 
2017 Session in Review 

 
To begin, a few notes: 
 

Each bill is hyperlinked to the “docket” on the General Court webpage. From 
that site you can find the bill’s text, a report on the path it took from 

introduction to its ultimate fate, and links to reports on any roll call votes 
that took place. There’s even a link to docket abbreviations if some of the 
jargon is confusing.  

 
For each bill we have indicated whether votes were cast by voice, by roll call, 

or by “division.” A voice vote means the Speaker of the House or the 
President of the Senate determined whether “yea” or “nay” was in the 
majority on any motion based on the voices of the lawmakers; there is no 

record of who voted which way. A division vote in the House means that a 
precise vote count was taken, but that the votes of individual members were 

not recorded. If a roll call was taken, however, you can look up how each 
member voted (or if they did not vote at all). Be careful in reading these 
because it can be confusing. For example, a “yea” vote on an ITL 

(“inexpedient to legislate”) motion is a vote to kill a bill, not a vote in favor of 
the bill. A vote on a motion to table is not necessarily an indication of how 

that member would vote if the bill were to come up for an actual vote.  
 
If we have reported a numerical vote, you can assume it was by roll call 

unless we specified it was a “division.” You can look up roll calls in a number 
of ways if you want to find out how particular members voted. For one thing, 

each member has her/his own page where you can click on <voting record> 
and see all recorded votes. Alternatively, you can go to the docket for any bill 
and click on <RC> if it shows up in the docket. Or, you can click on the 

voting record page where you can search your way through roll calls on any 
House or Senate votes by year and bill number (going back to 1999!).  

 
If the House and Senate passed differing versions of the same bill, they 

might have appointed a Committee of Conference (COC) to attempt to 
resolve differences. In some cases, the COCs did not reach agreement, which 
means that the bill died.  

 
Finally, in most cases the final step for a bill to become law is for it to be 

signed by the Governor if it has passed both the House and Senate with the 
same language. At this time, many of the successful bills are somewhere in 
the pipeline between the General Court and the Governor’s desk. When it 

reaches him, he will either sign the bill into law, allow it to become law 
without his signature, or veto it. In the event of further vetoes, the 

Representatives and Senators will come back in the fall to consider whether 
or not to override the veto, which would require a two-thirds majority by 
both chambers to be successful.  

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/docket_abbrev.htm
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/nhgcrollcalls/
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And lastly, a reminder about State House lingo: 

   
OTP – “Ought to Pass,” the recommendation for approving a bill or 

amendment.  
ITL – “Inexpedient to Legislate,” the recommendation for defeating a bill or 
an amendment. “ITL” can also be used as a verb.  

CoC – “Committee of Conference,” where House and Senate members seek 
to resolve differences on bills in which the two chambers have approved 

different language.  
 
A bill with a * means that we actively supported it. A ** means that we 

actively opposed it. A bill that is classified as “actively supported” or “actively 
opposed” means that AFSC went to hearings, submitted testimony, and 

closely followed the path of the bill in the newsletter and on our radio show.  
 
The State Budget  

 
HB 144 The Senate passed the budget bill by a roll call vote of 14-9. 

(State House Watchers will remember that the House was not able to 
pass their own version of the budget, so the action moved to the 

Senate.) The House did not concur, and a Committee of Conference 
was formed. The Committee report was accepted by the Senate by a 

roll call vote of 14-9. The House voted to accept the CoC report by a 
roll call vote of 198-169.  

 

The NH Fiscal Policy Institute explains that “this State Budget, both 
through appropriations and policy changes, emphasizes care for 

children and youths, including through child protection, mental health 
care, substance use disorder treatment, and juvenile justice changes, 

relative to certain other priorities. Funding for certain health and 
human services operations received significant increases, and two 

departments underwent major structural reorganizations. Substantial 
tax cuts for businesses were enacted, with the potential for future 

revenue declines that are not likely to be fully offset by increased 
revenue from the expansion of lottery sales through the internet, 

which is also permitted by the State Budget.”  You can read more 
here.  

 
Governor Sununu signed the budget on June 28.  

 

HB 517 is the budget “trailer bill,” which contains the legal language 
and policy changes required to enact the spending and revenue called 

for in the budget. The Senate passed their version of the bill by a vote 

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=135&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB144&q=1
http://nhfpi.org/research/state-budget/the-state-budget-for-fiscal-years-2018-and-2019.html
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=676&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB517&q=1
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of 14-9.  The House did not concur, and requested a CoC. The Senate 

voted to accept the CoC report by a roll call vote of 14-9. The House 
voted to accept the CoC report by a roll call vote of 212 – 161. It was 

signed by the Governor on June 28.  
 

HB 25 is the budget for capital improvements. It passed the House by 
a voice vote. It was amended in the Senate, where it passed by a 

voice vote, and then moved on to a Committee of Conference. The 
House and each Senate accepted the CoC report by a voice vote. The 

final version of the bill includes $2.5 million for the state’s Affordable 
Housing Fund. The Governor signed the bill on July 11.  

 
Civil Rights 

 
*HB 478, prohibiting discrimination based on gender identity. This bill 

would have protected transgendered persons from discrimination. 

Despite the committee recommendation of OTP, the bill was tabled, by 
a roll call vote of 187-179. An attempt to remove it from the table was 

unsuccessful, in a roll call vote of 168-180. 
 

HB 587 This bill would prohibit licensed counselors from providing 
conversion therapy for persons under 18 years of age. Conversion 

therapy is the dangerous and discredited practice of attempting to 
change a person’s sexual orientation or gender identity. This was 

retained in committee.  
 

HB 499, relative to the age at which certain persons may marry. The 
current minimum age for males to marry is 14, and 13 for girls. This 

bill sought to increase that to 18 years of age for both genders. The 
current minimum ages were established in 1907. Under NH law, the 

minimum age for same gender couples to marry is 18. After some 

controversy, generated by some Representatives firmly on the side of 
allowing adult men to marry teenaged girls, the House voted to 

indefinitely postpone this legislation, by a vote of 179-168. This issue 
won’t be revisited during the current biennium.  

 
Criminal Justice  

 
*HB 602 This bill would have prohibited placement of persons with 

mental illness who have committed no crime, in the secure psychiatric 
unit at the state prison, established a secure psychiatric hospital 

oversight commission, and appropriated funds to develop plans for a 
secure therapeutic psychiatric hospital facility.  It was voted ITL in a 

division vote of 230-120. 

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=999&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB25&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=240&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB478&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=200&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB587&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/Bill_docket.aspx?lsr=450&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB499&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=113&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB602&q=1
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**HB 351 This bill sought to expand the death penalty to include 
making a person who knowingly causes the death of a child guilty of 

capital murder.  It was voted ITL by a division vote of 305-46.  
 

HB 282 would have changed the prison work release provisions to add 
the pursuit of higher education as a potential condition for early 

release. It was ITL’d by a voice vote.  
 

HB 422, repealing the child protection act. This bill would have 
repealed the statute that deals with child abuse and neglect, and after 

the repeal, would have created a study committee to address any 
changes needed as a result of the repeal. It was ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
HB 640 This bill will reduce the penalty for possession of ¾ of an 

ounce or less of marijuana, or 5 grams or less of hashish, from a 

misdemeanor to a violation. It passed, has been enrolled, and is 
awaiting the Governor’s signature.  

 
SB 200 would require the court to appoint an attorney for an indigent 

defendant in cases involving nonpayment of a fine or non-performance 
of community service. It passed and was signed into law by the 

Governor on June 2.  
 

HB 192, relative to rulemaking of the Department of Corrections. It 
would remove the rulemaking exceptions for the Department of 

Corrections. It was retained in committee, and there has been one 
work session so far.  

 
HB 544 would give earned time credits for prisoners participating in 

rehabilitative or educational programming. For example, a prisoner 

who gets a high school diploma would get a 120-day reduction in their 
sentence. A prisoner who completes an authorized vocational program 

would get a one-time reduction of 60 days in his or her sentence. 
There are other authorized programs that provide 60-day sentence 

reductions. Retained in committee.  
 

HB 106 would have provided that a victim’s testimony in a sexual 
assault case shall require corroboration only in cases where the 

defendant has no prior convictions for sexual assault. Most sexual 
assaults are not witnessed. This was tabled by a voice vote.  

 
HB 156 would have included a fetus in the definition of “another” for 

purposes of certain criminal offenses. It was retained in committee.  

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=154&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB351&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_Status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=755&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=hb282
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=456&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB422&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=69&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB640&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=966&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB200&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=539&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB192&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=761&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB544&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=237&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB106&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=85&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB156&q=1
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HB 643, mandating the wearing of body cameras by certain law 
enforcement officials. This bill would have required an officer to wear a 

body camera if he or she were the subject of a substantiated complaint 
based on conduct in the line of duty. It would have also raised the 

penalty assessment imposed for criminal offenses by three percent. 
ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
HB 626 This bill stipulated that a person whose arrest resulted in a 

finding of not guilty or whose case was dismissed or not prosecuted 
could have their arrest and court record annulled at no cost. Tabled by 

a voice vote.  
 

SB 66, including a viable fetus in the definition of “another” for 

purposes of certain criminal offenses, also known as a “fetal homicide” 
bill. This bill was controversial because it was written in such a way 

that gave pregnant women the right to commit homicide. This was 
discovered after the bill passed, and the rules were bypassed to 

change the content of the bill after it was enrolled. It was signed into 

law by the Governor on June 30.  
 

HB 558 This bill would have prohibited contracting with a private or 
for-profit entity for the custody or operational use of state or county 

inmates. The bill would also have regulated the contracting and 
operation of an immigration detention facility in the state. ITL’d by a 

division vote of 230-99.  
 

HB 613 This bill would establish standards and procedures for the use 
of long-term isolation confinement in state correctional facilities. There 

are some good provisions, including a mental health evaluation before 
isolation confinement, but we are troubled by the provision that would 

allow an incarcerated person to spend up to a year in isolation. It was 
retained in committee. There has been one work session so far.  

 

HB 208, establishing a commission to study current mental health 
procedures for involuntary commitment. This passed, and was signed 

into law by the Governor on June 28.  
 

HB 656 This bill would legalize the personal use of marijuana by 
persons 21 or older. It would legalize the cultivation, possession, and 

use of hemp. It also would authorize the licensing of marijuana 
wholesale, retail, cultivation, and testing facilities, and imposes a tax 

on the sale of marijuana. It was retained in committee. There has 
been one work session so far.  

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=505&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB643&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=500&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB626&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=447&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB66&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=330&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB558&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=735&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB613&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=167&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB208&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=543&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB656&q=1
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HB 646 This bill was intended to move toward a community treatment 
model for low-level juvenile offenders and repurposing the Sununu 

Center to be more of a treatment center and less of a locked facility. It 
passed the full House by a voice vote, was referred to Finance and was 

then retained in committee. 
 

SB 239 This bill’s first title was: Removing the Division for Children, 
Youth, and Families from the Department of Health and Human 

Services, and making it an independent department. It morphed into: 
Establishing the position of Associate Commissioner in the Department 

of Health and Human Services, the Office of the Child Advocate, and 
the Oversight Commission for Children’s Services and Juvenile Justice. 

Despite the name change, the bill was tabled by a voice vote.  
 

SB 131, establishing a cross border drug interdiction program and 

making an appropriation to fund it. Last fall, there was talk of taking 
immediate action when the legislature convened to deal with the 

opioid crisis. The consensus at the time was that the state couldn’t 
arrest its way out of the problem.  

 
The immediate action took a little longer than expected, and law 

enforcement became the vehicle chosen to deal with the opioid crisis. 
This bill appropriates $5 million to hire five new state troopers who will 

work with Massachusetts law enforcement at the border to target drug 
dealers. It also expands the Granite Hammer law enforcement 

program and funds overtime at the state forensic lab. The bill passed 
the Senate and was amended by the House. The Senate concurred 

with the amendment, and the Governor signed it into law on July 10.   
 

Education  

 
HB 356 As introduced, this bill was intended to increase the per pupil 

cost of an adequate education. It had bipartisan sponsors. It was 
quickly amended to become a committee focused on studying 

education funding and the cost of an adequate education. That passed 
in the House. In the Senate, a non-germane amendment was added, 

at the request of Frank Edelblut, the new Commissioner of Education. 
The amendment sought to consolidate all of the responsibilities housed 

within the four divisions of the Department of Education and transfer 
them to the commissioner’s office. The amendment would have also 

allowed the commissioner to create new department divisions, and 
staff them as he saw fit. This was widely regarded a blatant power 

grab on Edelblut’s part. Edelblut is a businessman who homeschooled 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=653&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB646&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=882&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB239&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=297&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB131&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=313&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB356&q=1
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his seven children, has no education background, and had never been 

inside a NH public school at the time of his appointment.  
 

This amendment generated a great deal of public opposition, which led 
to it being defeated in committee. The bill was then successfully 

amended to add an additional committee to study the organizational 
structure of the Department of Education and the duties and 

responsibilities of the Commissioner of Education. That passed the 
Senate, the House concurred, and the Governor signed it into law on 

June 30.  
 

SB 191, establishing keno and relative to funding for kindergarten. 
This bill began life as a bill to fund full day kindergarten. Eventually 

keno was tacked on to it as a source of funding for full day 
kindergarten, even though Keno does not exist yet in NH, and no one 

knows how much revenue it will generate. The state will pay 80% of 

the cost of full day kindergarten, with keno funds providing the rest. 
We are saddened to see gambling, once again, used as a mechanism 

for funding education. The bill passed the Senate, was amended and 
passed by the House, and went through a Committee of Conference, 

where the conferees agreed that a school would receive an additional 
grant of $1,100 per pupil for a full day kindergarten student. (This is in 

addition to what they already receive from the education fund.) 
Governor Sununu signed the bill on July 12. 

  
**SB 193 The title of this bill is: Establishing Freedom Savings 

Accounts for Students. It’s an attempt to use state money to fund 
tuition at private schools, including religious schools, or to pay for 

home-schooling related costs, or to pay for transportation to and from 
a private school. The state funds would go into the “freedom savings 

account.” It’s another way of saying voucher program. The bill passed 

the Senate, but was retained in House committee, and will very likely 
come back in 2018.  

 
HB 620, a bill that would have jeopardized protections for special 

education students, was defeated when the CoC report was voted 
down in the Senate. 

 
Energy and the Environment 

 
HB 463, regulating groundwater pollution caused by polluting 

emissions in the air and relative to standards for emerging 
contaminants in drinking water. This bill would set standards for PFOAs 

and PFCs, the chemicals that have contaminated a number of NH 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=138&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB191&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=912&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB193&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=314&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB620&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=553&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB463&q=1
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wells. This bill was passed by the House, amended by the Senate, and 

was sent to a Committee of Conference. The negotiations broke down, 
and the CoC report was never signed.  

 
HB 485, relative to standards for emerging contaminants in drinking 

water. Was retained in committee.  
 

HB 114 This bill reduces the percentage of total megawatt-hours of 
electricity from class I sources to be supplied by each producer to its 

customers in 2025 and thereafter under the minimum electric 
renewable portfolio standards. 

 
Class I resources include generation facilities that began operation 

after January 1, 2006 and produce electricity from wind energy; 
geothermal energy; hydrogen derived from biomass fuel or methane 

gas; ocean thermal, wave, current, or tidal energy; methane gas; or 

biomass. Displacement of electricity by end-use customers from solar 
hot water heating systems, incremental new production from Class III 

and IV sources, and existing hydropower and biomass facilities that 
began operation as a new facility through capital investment also 

qualify as class I sources. It was retained in committee.  
 

HB 518, eliminating the cap on net metering. This bill sets the rate 
paid for roof top solar installers at wholesale rates, rather than retail 

rates. Solar owners would pay the full price for energy they use, but 
get repaid for about half of what they generate. This would discourage 

solar installation. The Public Utilities Commission is already reviewing 
the rate, so this would bypass them. This was retained in committee.  

 
HB 162 This bill would have established criteria for high-pressure gas 

pipeline applications. This was ITL’d in a voice vote.  

 
HB 493 This bill required the public utilities commission to determine if 

certain gas pipeline capacity contracts are in the public interest. ITL’d 
by a voice vote.  

 
HB 179 This bill would have prevented electric ratepayers from having 

to pay fees or taxes for the purpose of partially or wholly financing the 
construction of a high-pressure gas pipeline. It was ITL’d in a division 

vote of 176 – 157.  
 

HB 592, repealing RGGI, the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. Not 
only would this be bad for greenhouse gas reduction, it would increase 

costs for ratepayers. Retained in committee. 

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=286&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB485&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=681&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB114&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=680&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB518&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=166&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB162&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=379&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB493&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=380&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB179&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=550&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB592&q=1
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HB 225, repealing the electric renewable energy portfolio standard. 
This bill would end the requirements that utilities have to procure 

renewable energy sources and shut down the Renewable Energy Fund, 
which is the source for all of NH’s solar rebates, biomass rebates, and 

grants. Re-referred back to committee.  
 

SB 129, requiring a portion of the renewable energy fund to benefit 
low to moderate-income residential customers and relative to electric 

renewable energy classes and relative to the class rate for biomass.  
This would require 15% of the Renewable Energy Fund to benefit low-

income ratepayers. It also increases the Solar Class II requirement 
and allows bill credit sharing for low-income group net metering 

projects. This bill passed the Senate and the House, and has just 
become law, without the Governor’s signature.   

 

Gambling 
 

HB 560, establishing keno. This bill would have allowed establishments 
that have liquor licenses to operate keno games. Keno is an electronic 

lottery game. The revenue would have gone to the education trust 
fund. It was re-referred to committee by a voice vote. It’s no longer 

needed, because a similar bill, SB 191 using keno to partially fund full 
day kindergarten passed, and was signed into law.  

 
SB 242 This was the annual bill to establish two casinos in NH. It 

passed the Senate but was voted ITL in the House, in roll call vote of 
275-82. A division vote of 228 – 129 was taken to indefinitely 

postpone, which means it can’t come back this biennium.  
 

Guns 

 
SB 12, repealing the licensing requirement for carrying a concealed 

pistol or revolver. This was Governor Sununu’s first legislative priority 
for the session. Despite the objections from law enforcement, this 

moved swiftly through both chambers. The Senate voted OTP in a roll 
call vote of 13-10. The House voted OTP in a roll call vote of 200 – 97. 

It was signed by the Governor on February 22, and became the very 
first bill that he signed into law.  

 
HB 201, requiring background checks for commercial firearms sales or 

transfers. It was voted ITL, in a roll call vote of 221-151.  
 

HB 350, prohibiting possession of a firearm at a polling place during a 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=329&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB225&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=956&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB129&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=526&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB560&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=138&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB191&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=810&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB242&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=140&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB12&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=12&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB201&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=146&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB350&q=1
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federal, state, or municipal election. Was voted ITL in a roll call vote of 

201-144.  
 

Health/Public Health  
 

HB 575, relative to the certification of acupuncture detoxification 
specialists. This bill will allow the board of acupuncture to certify 

certain persons as acupuncture detoxification specialists. This will 
increase the opportunity for individuals to use acupuncture to decrease 

the pain and cravings associated with drug withdrawal by allowing 
more people to become certified in this specific technique. It passed 

the House, then was amended and passed in the Senate. The House 
did not concur, so it went to a CoC. Both the House and the Senate 

voted to accept the CoC report, each by a voice vote. The bill is 
awaiting the Governor’s signature.  

 

We note that this bill exemplifies what is best about the NH legislature. 
A voter (and friend of SHW) named Elizabeth Ropp thought this was a 

good idea, and found legislators to support it. She lobbied legislators 
fiercely to ensure it passed, and that a bad amendment was removed 

from it – and she succeeded. Bravo!  
 

HB 279 This bill sought to make changes to the indoor smoking act. 
Under this bill, smoking would not have been prohibited in public 

conveyance that are privately owned, restaurants, grocery stores, and 
cocktail lounges. Smoking would have been prohibited in privately 

owned residences where the owner has declared smoking prohibited.  
Few thought this was a good idea. The bill was defeated by voice vote.  

 
HB 321, establishing a commission to study a public option for health 

insurance. ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
SB 144 This bill was intended to clarify the definition of “qualifying 

medical condition” for the use of therapeutic cannabis. A number of 
new diseases and conditions were added to the list. The bill passed the 

Senate, was amended and passed by the House. The Senate did not 
concur, and asked for a Committee of Conference. The House did not 

accede to the request, so this bill goes nowhere.  
 

SB 154 would have allowed pharmacies to dispense oral contraceptives 
to persons 18 or older without prescription. This would have taken 

place after an initial consultation with a health care provider. There 
were worries that once oral contraceptives are available without 

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=332&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB575&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_Status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=724&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=hb279
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=499&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB321&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=290&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB144&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=875&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB154&q=1
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prescription they would not be covered by health insurance, and might 

be quite costly. It was re-referred back to committee.  
 

HB 399 This bill was intended to restrict the use of pesticides where 
children play, to situations in which pesticide application is deemed 

necessary based on a threat to public health, and would establish 
notice requirements regarding emergency pesticide application. It was 

retained in committee.  
 

SB 149 would have authorized individuals and certain businesses to 
purchase health insurance from out-of-state companies. It passed the 

Senate and then they tabled it.  
 

SB 196, an act relative to liquor revenues deposited into the Alcohol 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Fund. This bill would have increased 

the percentage of gross profits from state liquor sales from its current 

level of 1.7% to 5%. The fund was established in 2003, which was the 
last time it was fully funded. It passed the Senate, and then they 

tabled it. Ultimately, the fund was increased to 3.4% in the budget, 
but with language allowing for the diversion of these funds to cover 

costs at the Sununu Center. 
 

Housing 
 

*SB 94 would have appropriated $25 million for the Affordable Housing 
Fund. This bill was tabled in committee by a voice vote. The funds 

were later included in the capital budget, HB 25. The House version of 
the bill appropriated $500,000. The Senate version contained $3 

million. The Committee of Conference settled on $2.5 million. We are 
glad for the much needed increase, but it’s not nearly enough to 

address the acute shortage of affordable housing in the state. 

 
*SB 247, preventing childhood lead poisoning from paint and water 

and making an appropriation to a special fund. This bill would cut in 
half the blood level that would trigger an investigation in a case of lead 

poisoning, and also require testing for blood lead levels in children at 
the age of one and two. It would establish a “remediation of lead in 

water and multifamily housing fund” and make an appropriate for the 
fund. It would also establish an “essential maintenance practice 

program” to prevent child lead poisoning in pre-1978 rental properties 
and child day care facilities. It would require testing for lead in 

drinking water in day care facilities and schools. There was also a 
provision that stipulated children must be tested for lead levels before 

starting school. The bill passed the full Senate, and then the full 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=728&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB399&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=814&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB149&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=792&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB196&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=962&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB94&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=999&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB25&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=979&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB247&q=1
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House, but was then retained by the House Finance Committee which 

refused to support the modest funding required to prevent child lead 
poisoning. Sad. 

 
Safety Net      

 
**SB 7, relative to eligibility for food stamps. This bill sought to 

prevent the state Department of Health and Human Services from 
seeking, accepting, or renewing a waiver of the federal work 

requirement for food stamp eligibility. It required the department to 
use the federal resource limits for food stamp eligibility. It would 

require the department to use the federal income limits for food 
stamps eligibility rather than the categorical standard. Individuals 

would be required to cooperate with the Division of Child Support  
Services as a condition of eligibility.  

 

This bill would have saved the state no money, but would have 
threatened food stamp eligibility for 17,000 NH families (including 

42,000 children). The bill passed the Senate but was retained by the 
House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee. 

 
SB 236 This bill would have made the Medicaid expansion law 

permanent. The program is currently due to expire on December 31, 
2018. This came out of committee with an OTP recommendation, but 

was tabled by the full Senate by a voice vote.  
 

HB 532, prohibiting persons who desecrate the American or NH State 
Flag from receiving financial assistance. This bill not only sought to 

punish people for engaging in a constitutionally protected activity, it 
was clearly trying to characterize low-income people as the “type” who 

would desecrate flags. It was ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
Taxes 

 
HB 415, an act reducing business taxes, repealing certain taxes, 

establishing an income tax, and requiring payment by the state of a 
portion of retirement system contributions of political subdivision 

employers. This would have reduced the rate of the business profits 
tax, and repealed the business enterprise tax, the education tax, the 

utility property tax, and the interest and dividends tax. It would have 
established an income tax. Portions of the income tax would have been 

directed to the education trust fund and the general fund. The bill also 
required the state to pay 35% of contributions of retirement system.  

ITL’d by a voice vote  

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=920&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB7&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=799&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB236&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=532&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB532&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=229&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB415&q=1
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HB 440 Repealed the tax on interest and dividends. ITL’d by a voice 
vote.  

 
HB 529 This bill phases out the interest and dividends tax over a 4-

year period, and repeals it in 2022. It was retained in committee.  
 

HB 531 would have increased the gross business income required for 
filing a business profits tax return. The threshold would have increased 

from $50,000 to $100,000. This passed the House and was ITL’d in 
the Senate.  

 
HB 644, an act extending the interest and dividends tax to capital 

gains, increasing exemptions from the tax, and providing for 
retirement system contributions on behalf of employers other than the 

state. Voted ITL in a roll call vote of 200-137.  

 
SB 208 This would have established a working families property tax 

refund program for a portion of state education property taxes paid by 
taxpayers who claimed the federal child and dependent care tax credit. 

The refund would have been paid through the education trust fund. It 
was voted ITL in a roll call vote 14-8.  

 
SB 77 This bill would have removed the state limits on expense 

deductions under the business profits tax. The NH limit was $100,000. 
Removal of this limit would have allowed business owners to use the 

IRS deduction of $500,000. The bill was tabled in the Senate.  
 

SB 1 Reducing the rate of the business profits tax. This would reduce 
the BPT from 8.2 percent to 7.7 percent in 2019, and to 7.5 percent in 

2021. The fiscal note estimates this would eliminate millions in state 

revenue, nearly $10 million in 2019, and $19 million by 2022. It was 
re-referred back to committee.  

 
SB 2 reduces the rate of the business profits tax and the business 

enterprise tax. This would reduce the rate of the BPT from 8.2 percent 
to 7.5 percent. It would reduce the BET from 0.72 percent to 0.50 

percent by the end of December 2018. The fiscal note estimates that 
this would cost the state approximately $25 million in 2018, and $81 

million in 2019. This bill passed the Senate, but was retained in House 
Ways and Means Committee.  

 
HB 615, reducing the rates of the business profits tax and the business 

enterprise tax over a 3-year period. Tabled by the House.  

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=160&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB440&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=100&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB529&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=523&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB531&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=624&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB644&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=973&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB208&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=816&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB77&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=734&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB1&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=812&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB2&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=207&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB615&q=1
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HB 489, establishing a commission to study adaptation of the tax 
structure of the state to economic and demographic change.  This 

passed the House, but was ITL’d by the Senate.  
 

Ultimately, the business tax cuts were written right into the budget. 
The Business Profits Tax is reduced to 7.7% by 2019, and reduced to 

7.5% by 2021. The Business Enterprise Tax will decrease to 0.6% in 
2019 and to 0.5% in 2021. The State Department of Revenue 

Administration estimates a $106 million loss of revenue.  
 

Voting and Elections  
 

Based on the number of bills in this section, one might think NH has a 
serious voting problem.  

 

**SB 3 This is the omnibus voter prevention bill. A person registering 
to vote within 30 days of an election would be required to provide the 

date they established domicile in the state, and complete a lengthy 
and complicated registration form to prove it. If they didn’t have 

sufficient documentation with them, they would be allowed to vote, 
but would have to mail or present their paperwork to the town or city 

clerk within 10 days after the election. They’d have 30 days if the 
clerk’s office were open fewer than 20 hours a week. The supervisors 

of the checklist are required to follow up on those who fail to produce 
their papers. The follow up includes the possibility of sending 

unspecified “agents” to the voter’s home to verify the legal residence 
of the voter. The bill was amended to stipulate that the towns that 

didn’t want to go through all that could just pass on the verification 
process to the Secretary of State. The goal of the bill is to make voting 

as difficult as possible for college students, campaign workers, and 

anyone who moves a lot.  
 

The bill passed the Senate, was amended and passed in the House, 
and the Senate concurred with the House, thereby avoiding a 

Committee of Conference. The bill was signed without fanfare or public 
ceremony by the Governor on July 10.  

 
SB 248, establishing a committee to study the rescheduling of 

elections, and relative to absentee voter signatures. The committee 
part of this bill came about because of all the confusion over town 

meeting and voting being cancelled in some places because of a 
snowstorm. The absentee voting part is a non-germane amendment 

tacked on by the House to clarify the procedure for absentee ballots, 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=363&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB489&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=883&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB3&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=1002&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB248&q=1
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and stipulates that the signature on the form must match the 

signature on the affidavit envelope or the ballot may be rejected. 
Persons with disabilities who are assisted in filling out the form must 

have a signed statement from the person who did the assisting. 
Moderators will compare the signatures and decide whether to accept 

or reject the absentee ballots. This was signed into law by the 
Governor on July 10.  

 
HB 309 This would eliminate a provision under the voter identification 

requirement that allows the use of undated student ID cards, and 
requires that student ID cards not be expired. ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
HB 235 This would have allowed the use of an assisted living facility 

photo ID for voter identification purposes. It was voted ITL by a roll 
call vote of 195 – 178.  

 

HB 203, establishing an independent redistricting commission. It was 
voted ITL by a roll call vote of 190 – 164.  

 
HB 116 This bill would have required the Senate Public and Municipal 

Affairs Committee and the House Election Law Committee to jointly 
hold at least four public hearings around the state to obtain public 

input on the consequences of the Citizens United decision, evaluate 
proposals to amend the Constitution, prepare a report, and call upon 

the NH Congressional delegation to support such an amendment. ITL’d 
by a division vote of 195 – 165.  

 
HB 519 This would have established a commission to study the 

feasibility of implementing a clearinghouse model for tracking political 
expenditures and contributions in real time. ITL’d by a roll call vote of 

192-158.  

 
HB 537, an act relative to campaign contributions. This would have 

closed a loophole that allows candidates to accept individual donations 
of up to $5000 before they publicly declare for office. This passed the 

House but was killed by the Senate.  
 

HB 464, relative to voter identification requirements when obtaining a 
ballot. This bill would repeal the authority of election officials to vouch 

for the identity of voters or to accept any photo identification they 
determine to be legitimate. Currently election officials can say, “Oh, 

that’s my next door neighbor Bob – and see, he has his local hospital 
services ID card.” This bill would have taken any kind of discretion in 

decision-making away from the volunteers who officiate over our 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=357&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB309&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=389&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB235&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=59&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB203&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=4&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB116&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=684&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB519&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=605&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB537&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=579&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB464&q=1
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elections – and in fact would cause them to potentially turn their 

friends and neighbors away at the polls. Was voted ITL by a roll call 
vote of 298 – 51.  

 
SB 47 This bill would authorize the Secretary of State to conduct 

investigations to determine whether election laws have been violated 
and to institute enforcement proceedings and impose penalties. It was 

re-referred back to the committee.  
 

HB 465 This bill sought to identify certain actions that would deem a 
person to have abandoned his or her domicile for the purpose of voting 

or holding elective office. At least one past gubernatorial candidate 
would have been disqualified had this bill been in place. It was 

retained in committee.  
 

HB 651, relative to wrongful voting and penalties for voter fraud. This 

bill would include falsified proof of identity, age, citizenship, or 
domicile on the part of the voter, as well as anyone falsely stating or 

providing documentation that a voter is domiciled at his or her 
address. It was retained in committee.  

 
HB 552 transfers the investigation of undeliverable voter verification 

letters from the Department of Justice to the Secretary of State. The 
fiscal note makes clear that a new investigator would need to be hired 

by the Secretary of State’s office, and that the Department of Justice 
was never adequately funded to do this work. There is no provision for 

funding that new position contained in the bill. It passed, and was 
signed by the Governor on July 10. 

 
HB 588 This bill would require a voter who does not present a valid 

photo ID to vote by provisional ballot. The ballot would be sealed and 

not counted until the voter came to the town clerk’s office no later 
than the Friday following Election Day with a valid photo ID, at which 

point the clerk would forward the ballot to the moderator who would 
then amend the count. After the election is over. In other words, if you 

don’t have a valid photo ID, you’ll be allowed to vote, but it won’t 
count. This was ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
HB 348 would authorize the Division of Motor Vehicles to receive voter 

registration forms with driver’s license applications. ITL’d by a roll call 
vote of 191-159.  

 
HB 622 would allow all voters to vote by absentee ballot. Something to 

make voting easier wasn’t likely to pass, and it didn’t. It was ITL’d by 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=880&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB47&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=580&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB465&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=536&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB651&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=310&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB552&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=234&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB588&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=77&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB348&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=386&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB622&q=1
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a roll call vote of 200-145.  

 
HB 625 would have made the days of both the state primary election 

and the general election legal state holidays. ITL’d by a voice vote.  
 

HB 403 would limit the use of domicile affidavits to only being used for 
Election Day registration. Retained in committee.  

 
HB 404, relative to eligibility to vote, voter registration forms, and 

absentee ballot requests. This was the annual attempt at redefining 
the terms “resident” and “domicile” in hopes of making voting as 

restrictive as possible. The bill would also eliminate the same day 
registration form by replacing it with a new form, and a new absentee 

ballot request form. It was retained in committee.  
 

HB 639, an act relative to affidavits used to prove qualifications to 

vote. A voter who did not have “reasonable” documentation with them 
would have been allowed to sign an affidavit, and their information 

would have been entered into a central database. The central database 
would have generated a list of domicile affidavit signers to be 

forwarded by the Secretary of State, to the Department of Justice, and 
to the DMV. Within 60 days after the election, and again, within 90 

days before the NEXT election, the DMV would have been required to 
send a letter stating that they must obtain an NH driver’s license 

within 60 days of moving to the state. The USPS would have been 
instructed not to forward these letters, and to provide address 

correction information. It was retained in committee.  
 

HB 642 This bill sought to require both public and private institutions 
of higher learning to issue ID cards indicating whether a student is a 

NH resident, would modify the definition of domicile, and eliminate 

same day voter registration, would require voter registration 30 days 
before an election, and would enact provisions of the National Voter 

Registration Act. Student ID cards would be required to be marked R 
for resident or NR for non-resident. The bill stipulates that the voter 

registration would be done at the DMV, DHHS, or the Department of 
Education. The fiscal note estimated a cost of over a million for the 

software updates alone. That does not include the costs of the hiring of 
staff to enact the provisions of the bill. The postage costs are 

estimated at over $2 million for the first year, and close to a million 
each year after. It was ITL’d by a voice vote.  

 
HB 402 removes a NH motor vehicle registration from the list of 

documents that constitute presumptive evidence of a person’s 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=253&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB625&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=741&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB403&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=743&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB404&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=742&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB639&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=410&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB642&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=740&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB402&q=1
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domicile. It was retained in committee. Note:  A NH motor vehicle 

registration is on the list of documents one can use to prove identity 
for a REAL ID driver’s license.  

 
SB 106 attempts to redefine domicile and add a 13-day residency 

requirement for voters. It was re-referred to the committee by a vote 
of 5-0.  

 
SB 107 would establish an independent redistricting commission. The 

commission would have been comprised of seven members. None 
would hold partisan public office or political party office, be employed 

by the general court, or by the US Congress. It was ITL’d by a roll call 
vote of 14-9.  

 
SB 113 This bill establishes an electronic poll book trial program. The 

devices known as electronic poll books can be used to register voters 

or sign them in at the polls. The trial program created allows any 
municipality that chooses to participate to test these devices. The 

municipality must pay for the devices, and provide the state with all of 
the information generated by them. The bill passed the Senate, was 

amended by the House, and the Senate concurred with the 
amendment. The bill was signed by the Governor on July 5.  

 
Workers 

 
**SB 11, prohibiting collective bargaining agreements that require 

employees to join or contribute to a labor union. This slid quickly 
through the Senate, where it was voted OTP in a roll call vote of 12-

11. In the House, it was defeated in a vote of 200-177. A move to 
indefinitely postpone (meaning it can’t come back during this 

biennium) passed by a vote of 207 – 154. Hooray!  

 
** HB 520, relative to right to work (for less). This came out of 

committee with a recommendation of ITL, by a vote of 14 – 7. In a 
division vote, the House voted 157-204 not to consider it.  

 
 

**HB 438, eliminating the automatic union dues payment for state 
employees. This was retained in committee.  

 
*HB 115, establishing a state minimum wage and providing for 

adjustments to the minimum wage. This would have created a state 
minimum wage of $9.50 an hour, increased the amount of the tipped 

minimum wage from 30% of the regular minimum wage to 60%, and 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=131&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB106&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=489&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB107&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=949&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB113&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=133&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB11&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=687&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB520&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=686&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB438&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=1&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB115&q=1
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provided for a training wage of no less than $8.50 for new hires who 

are 16-17 years old, for the first 3 months of their employment. This 
all would have been enacted in 2018. In 2019, the minimum wage 

would have been increased to $12. Starting in 2020, the minimum 
wage would have been adjusted on January 1 by the increase in the 

cost of living according to the Northeast Consumer Price Index. The bill 
came out of committee with an ITL recommendation by a vote of 12-9. 

It was voted ITL by the full House by a roll call vote of 193-169.  
 

* SB 83, establishing a state minimum wage, which would increase 
incrementally. In September 2017 the minimum wage would have 

increased to $8.50. In 2018 it would have increased twice—in March to 
$10.00, and in September to $12.00. The tipped minimum wage would 

have remained the same as it is now, 45% of the minimum wage. It 
was voted ITL by a roll call vote of 14-9.  

 

* HB 442 This bill would have prohibited employers from asking a job 
applicant about his or her criminal history prior to an interview. This is 

also known as “ban the box.” The bill was voted ITL by a voice vote.  
 

*HB 628 This bill would establish system of paid family and medical 
insurance leave. It was retained in committee. There have been two 

work sessions so far.  
 

**HB 653 would require Medicare eligible state retirees to pay a 
12.5% premium for their state provided health benefits. That would be 

about $47 a month. This is the lowest the new premium would ever be 
– there is no limit to how high it could go. The bill was retained in 

committee.  
 

HB 312, repealing the minimum wage law, was voted ITL by a voice 

vote. 
 

HB 130 would prohibit employers from using credit history (credit 
score, credit account balances, payment history, savings or checking 

account balances) in making employment decisions.  It was voted ITL 
in a division vote of 190-170.  

 
SB 102 This bill would have provided family and medical leave to 

certain school district employees who were not eligible for leave under 
the federal Family and Medical Leave Act. It was voted ITL by a roll 

call vote of 14-9.  
 

HB 645 This bill would have eliminated retiree medical benefits for new 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=849&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB83&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=222&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB442&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=16&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB628&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=646&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB653&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=394&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB312&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=73&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB130&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=851&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB102&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=647&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB645&q=1
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state employees, and starting on January 1, 2018, those still receiving 

retiree health coverage would no longer have been enrolled in a state 
provided health plan. The state would have been required to provide 

money to buy coverage on the open market. Voted ITL by a voice 
vote. 

  
Other bills we watched to entertain ourselves… 

 
HB 262, establishing the blackberry as the state berry. This bill 

passed, and was signed by the Governor on June 15.  
 

SB 171 This bill repeals the requirement that selectmen perambulate 
the lines between towns every seven years. Instead, if a selectman of 

a town deems perambulation necessary, he may give notice to the 
selectmen in the adjoining town, and they’ll all perambulate together.  

This bill passed the Senate, but was defeated in the House by a voice 

vote. The regularly scheduled perambulation will continue to take 
place.  

 
SB 110, declaring the painted turtle to be the reptile of the biennium. 

This was signed into law by the Governor on June 28, which is also the 
day that the law went into effect. The reign of the painted turtle has 

begun! 
 

__________________ 
 

That’s all for now! 
Thanks for “watching” with us! 

 
Arnie Alpert, Maggie Fogarty and Susan Bruce 

American Friends Service Committee – NH Program 

 
  

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=622&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=HB262&q=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=833&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB171&q=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=923&sy=2017&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2017&txtbillnumber=SB110&q=1

