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contributors

Willie colón, writer and editor with AFSC, profiles two longtime AFSC 
supporters in this issue (page 18). Willie has worked for newspapers, maga-
zines, and nonprofits in New York, New Mexico, and Pennsylvania. He also 
teaches computer skills and conversational English to recent Latin Ameri-

can immigrants and volunteers with a Philadelphia nonprofit that uses media to bring 
together and amplify movements for social and economic justice. 
 

caroline isaacs, AFSC Arizona program director, shares a recent victory 
in the movement to stop prison privatization (page 5). The Arizona office 
works on criminal justice reform, including prison conditions and policy 
change at the state level to reduce the number of people incarcerated in 

Arizona. Under Caroline’s leadership, the office has organized public hearings, mobi-
lized constituents to speak out, and done extensive media work on the issue.  
 

Hector salamanca arroyo talks about his experience as grassroots en-
gagement coordinator with AFSC’s Governing Under the Influence project 
(page 17). Originally from Puebla, Mexico, Hector has lived in Iowa for the 
past 20 years and is a graduate of Drake University, where he created a cam-

pus organization to improve access to higher education for undocumented immigrants. 
Hector has also interned for Organizing for America.
 

andrew tomlinson, director of the Quaker United Nations Office in New 
York, updates us on the new U.N. Sustainable Development Goals (page 5). 
Andrew joined QUNO in 2008 after working in international finance and 
socially responsible investing in London and New York. A Quaker since he 

came to the United States from the U.K. on an exchange scholarship, Andrew is now a 
member of Chatham-Summit Monthly Meeting in New Jersey. 
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“all bloody principles and practices ... we utterly deny, 
with all outward wars and strife, and fightings with 
outward weapons, for any end, or under any pretense 
whatsoever; this is our testimony to the whole world. ... 
our weapons are spiritual and not carnal.” 

—a decLaration from tHe Quakers to cHarLes ii, 1661 
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T
his first recorded “peace testimony” 
from the young Quaker movement 
encompasses a few key commit-
ments. Quakers refuse to bear arms 
or take part in military service, we 

accept an obligation to help the victims of 
war and conflicts, and we make a commit-
ment to active peacemaking. We don’t shy 
away from conflict, but seek to transform 
conflict and build a just peace with tools 
that are infused with the spirit of caring 
for all God’s children. 
 The work of active peacemaking isn’t 
for the faint of heart. We must be willing 
to speak and act in ways that challenge the 
narratives of nationalism, fear, and hate 
that inevitably accompany war. We must 
be ready to accept censure. We must be 
steadfast even when suspected of being en-
emies of the state—as AFSC and its lead-
ers were when we provided humanitarian 
support to German children and later to 

“communist” Russian children in the after-
math of World War I.  
 Working for justice also requires de-
veloping effective ways to challenge and 
change narratives that inflame fear by 
scapegoating one group—in different 

times and places, Jews, communists, Mus-
lims—to justify war and violence. Once we 
are at war, the culture of militarism sweeps 
away our most basic values of human com-
passion, equity, and justice. It can be hard 
to find the courage to speak out for Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry who were sent to 
internment camps in World War II or to 
provide medical treatment for Vietnamese 
children who have lost limbs to landmines 
during the U.S. war in Southeast Asia.   
 But this compassionate witness is nec-
essary, holy work to prepare the ground 
for peace with justice. When we are living 
examples of the alternatives to war and 
violence, even amid war and violence, that 
is when we are most effective in helping 
others embrace a new narrative of a world 
built around shared humanity and shared 
security.  
 As Nelson Mandela said, “If you want 
to make peace with your enemy, you have 
to work with your enemy. Then he becomes 
your partner.” Not only must we lift up the 
voices of the oppressed and embattled, we 
must also address the oppressors.   
 This is the role AFSC plays in so many 
places around the world—opening the 

vision for alternatives through a thought-
ful, holistic approach to peace that engages 
people at many levels. In this issue, you’ll 
find examples of how we lay the ground for 
peace by standing up for justice—using art 
to expose and oppose militarism, working 
alongside farmers in North Korea to dem-
onstrate that partnerships are possible in 
even the most unlikely places, successfully 
advocating at the United Nations to ensure 
that the devastating link between war and 
poverty is addressed in the newly adopted 
sustainable development goals.  
 In all of this work, AFSC stands with in-
dividuals and communities who work cou-
rageously in the gap between what is and 
what could be, knowing that their inspiring 
witness will change hearts and minds, pav-
ing the way for peace with justice. 

In peace,

Shan Cretin
General Secretary
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conversation 

Readers respond to our last issue
[Two of] your subscribers … gave me their 
copy of the Fall 2015 edition of Quaker Ac-
tion featuring the movement to end mass in-
carceration. The articles are impressive and 
I am pleased (and thankful) that you are so 
actively involved in the national movement 
to reform our prisons and criminal justice 
system. Keep up the good work!

Bill Trine 
Boulder, Colorado  

 
In the spirit of respect, I would like to 
comment on several recent editions of 
Quaker Action. The content has been ex-
cellent, highlighting important political 
and social issues. The one suggestion that 
I would offer would be to include a little 
more inspirational, practical and/or light-
hearted commentary. Most of the recent 
issues seem to have a lot of “doom and 
gloom;” overwhelming problems with 
limited solutions.  
 This approach offers a limited perspec-
tive and could lead to apathy or a sense of 
helplessness (and a reduced subscription 
base). How about including some uplifting 
Quaker meditations, or some practical tips 
for organic gardening to wrap around the 

“Slavery to mass incarceration” articles? 
Richard Sheridan 
Wilberforce, Ohio 

 
I have been quite impressed with previous 
copies of Quaker Action and especially with 
the current edition about Healing Justice. 
 As a member of a senior men’s discus-
sion group that reads and discusses articles 
on world and national issues, the articles 
in your Fall 2015 edition of Quaker Action 
provide an excellent background for our 
discussion. 
 Our men’s discussion group met yes-
terday. Numerous comments were made 
regarding the stories in Quaker Action in-
cluding: “eye-opener,” “I didn’t know,” and 

“very profound.” 
 So much discussion was generated that 
the meeting extended beyond its usual end-
ing time, a rarity.

 It is a pleasure to be a partner with 
AFSC and FCNL. Keep up your great work. 

Jay Owens 
Chicago 

I want to warn you of the possibility that 
programs to end incarceration of segments 
of prison populations, which are not suf-
ficiently transformative, may fail and lead 
to public pressure to go back to lengthy in-
carceration to reduce urban crime.  
 I worked as an attorney-adviser in the 
federal government, where I saw myself as 
practicing “preventative” law—trying to 
stop legal problems from occurring in the 
first place, rather than dealing with them 
after they occurred.  I’m also motivated by 
the Apostle Paul’s statement, in First Cor-
inthians 13:6b, that, “love ... rejoices in the 

truth.” Even when that truth is uncomfort-
able or potentially discouraging. 
 The California approach, under a voter-
approved Proposition 47, has resulted in 
release without any attempt at a transfor-
mative type of program like yours.  I be-
lieve the drug courts that existed previous-
ly are gone, or do much less. Consequently, 
some crime rates have gone up.  
 So my purpose is to encourage you to 

do more than set up the transformative 
programs. I hope you will also advocate 
for governments to do more than simply 
release prisoners to reduce the expenses 
of incarceration. Urge them to set up their 
own programs where yours or others do 
not already exist or cannot help the num-
ber of prisoners being released. The initial 
costs to governments will be higher, but 
the long-term results will be better. With-
out effective programs before or immedi-
ately after release, the movement to end 
mass incarceration may become subject to 
intense public opposition. Neither you nor 
I want that to happen. 

Donald M. Malone 
Washington, D.C. 

Fall 2015 • V olume 96,  number 3

Healing 
justice

afsc.org

The movement to end 

mass incarceration

We’d loVe to hear From you! 

Tell us what you think about this issue 
by contacting Ronna Bolante, managing 
editor, at quakeraction@afsc.org or AFSC, 
1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 19102.  

our men’s discussion 
group met yesterday. 
numerous comments 
were made regarding 
the stories in Quaker 

action including: 
“eye-opener,”  

“i didn’t know,” and  
“very profound.” 

Pushing back against prison 
privatization 
When prisoners rioted at a privately run prison in Kingman, Ari-
zona, last summer, AFSC helped shine a glaring light on the true 
cost of locking up people for profit—and the governor took notice.  
 For years, prisoners had endured abuse and inhumane condi-
tions at the facility, operated by Management and Training Corp. 
(MTC). Among the issues: insufficient medical care, mistreat-
ment by guards, inadequate cooling (even when temperatures 
rose above 100 degrees), and chronic understaffing—problems 
that are pervasive in privately run prisons across the U.S.   
 Fed up by years of mistreatment, prisoners rioted last July, caus-
ing serious damage to the facility. AFSC published an investigative 
report based on interviews with prisoners and guards, detailing 
how mismanagement by MTC had driven prisoners to riot. Our 
report also revealed that the riot’s only injuries resulted from bru-
tal treatment by the state Department of Corrections’ Tactical Re-
sponse Unit. 
 After we released the report, the governor canceled the con-
tract with MTC—a small victory here in Arizona, thanks largely 
to calls for accountability by a range of supporters. But our work 
is far from over. AFSC is continuing to push for an end to pris-
on privatization while advocating for changes to the system that 
drives the creation of new prisons to begin with.  

–CAROLINE ISAACS, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, AFSC ARIzONA  

in brief

News from around AFSC

Use our new online tool to screen your investment portfolio for 
corporations that profit from mass incarceration.  

more:  investigate.afsc.org

Putting peace on the agenda
Last fall, the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development—17 goals and 169 targets for wiping out 
poverty, eliminating inequality, promoting sustainability, build-
ing peaceful and inclusive societies, and tackling climate change. 
These Sustainable Development Goals expand on the Millennium 
Development Goals, which expired at the end of last year.  
 It’s important that these new goals are not just about develop-
ment. They cover areas like economic inequality, access to jus-
tice, inclusion, and violence—recognizing that issues of peace 
and justice are critical to sustainable development. Over the past 
four years, the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO), AFSC’s 
sister organization at the U.N. in New York, has worked to ensure 
that the goal of promoting peaceful and inclusive societies was 
included in the final version of the goals.  
 The Sustainable Development Goals apply to all countries—
from the wealthiest to the poorest, from fragile states to robust 
democracies—challenging them to translate these aspirations 
into real strategies. Although they aren’t binding, every country 
in the world has signed up to make them happen, to put together 
national implementation plans, and to provide data on how well 
they are achieving them in the years ahead. 

—ANDREW TOMLINSON, DIRECTOR, QUNO, NEW YORK

investors: are you supporting private prisons? 

“Healing Justice: The movement to end mass 
incarceration,” Fall 2015
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L
inda Lewis first visited the Korean 
peninsula in 1970 as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in a small farming village. 
Today, she oversees AFSC’s work in 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(North Korea). 

Q: How did AFSC get involved in North 
Korea?  
a: In 1980, AFSC was one of the first U.S. 
organizations to send a people-to-people 
delegation to North Korea. In the 1990s 
there was a serious famine, and the coun-
try opened up to lots of nongovernmental 
organizations that supplied food relief. 
Most of those organizations left, and AFSC 
stayed on to do agricultural development 
work. Feeding its people is still one of the 
biggest challenges North Korea has today. 
 
Q: What does the agricultural program 
look like?  
a: The main point of AFSC’s program is 
to introduce sustainable technology and 
raise productivity on the farms. In 2007, 
we introduced plastic trays for seedling 
cultivations and helped partner farms 
increase yields by 10 to 15 percent. Now 
we’re working on supporting greenhouses, 

which will help them grow vegetables in 
the winter.  
 
Q: AFSC isn’t an agricultural organization, 
so how does this work support the organi-
zation’s mission of building peace?  
a: Food security is central to peace build-
ing. People must be able to meet their ba-
sic needs to achieve what we call shared 
security and to make it possible to pursue 
peace. The U.S. government has for quite 
a while treated North Korea with what it 
calls “strategic patience”—basically, they 
won’t engage with North Korea until they 
give up their nuclear program. If you’re 
not engaging with someone, how are you 
ever going to make peace with them? We 
work together in a space that’s outside of 
politics. We’re demonstrating that engage-
ment is possible, that it’s possible to have 
productive partnerships.  
 
Q: For most people, our knowledge of North 
Korea is limited to what we see in the me-
dia. What’s missing in this coverage?   
a: The media presents a picture of them as 
being monolithic, like they’re in a prison 
camp, starving—a drab, dull place with 
robots who wear uniforms. But that’s not 

the Korea I know. Koreans are really quite 
funny. We joke about the fact that we’re 
supposed to be enemies. Pyongyang is a 
modern city. Koreans take their children 
out to walk along the river, go boating, 
play basketball. There are a lot of restau-
rants. I have a list of 15 restaurants that 
we regularly go to, including two pizza 
parlors, and we have a very active debate 
about which one is the best one. And there 
are more than 2 million cell phone users. 
Koreans can be just as rude as the rest of 
us in talking on their cell phones in public.  
 
Q: Considering the state of U.S.-North Ko-
rea relations, what gives you hope as you 
continue to work in this country?  
a: What gives me hope is that we have 
partners inside North Korea who care 
about the same things we do—their fami-
lies, their jobs, having enough food to 
eat. The farm managers and agricultural 
workers I work with work hard to improve 
the lives of the communities they live in. 
They’re concerned about the well-being of 
their country. They would like more en-
gagement with the U.S. and to see peace 
on the Korean peninsula. ■

peopLe 

Q+a: Linda Lewis  
Country representative, China and dprK (north Korea)  

Delegation to Palestine/Israel 
builds solidarity 
Last September, AFSC staff took part in a delegation to the oc-
cupied Palestinian territory and Israel. They met with local farm-
ers, business people, politicians, and activists, to learn how Israeli 
occupation impacts daily life for Palestinians and motivates Pal-
estinian and Israeli activists to work for justice and equality. Par-
ticipants drew parallels with their own work—from immigrant 
rights in Colorado to economic equality in West Virginia—and 
documented their experiences in writing and photographs. 
 “The delegation was distinctive because we were a group of 
diverse U.S. activists from many communities where the Israel/
Palestine issue is not at the center of their program work,” says 
Jennifer Bing, AFSC’s Palestine-Israel program director in Chi-
cago. “The delegation’s experience helps us as an organization to 
deepen our analysis of how our issues intersect and complement 
each other in our work for peace, justice, and reconciliation.”  
 

more:  see photos and reflections from staff at  
afsc.org/palestine-delegation

What we’re 
reading

Wage tHe f t in ame rica 

by kim bobo (2011)   

“Before I read this book, I had no idea 
how widespread across class and race 
wage theft had become. An urgent read 
to understanding today’s economy and 

the easily addressed erosion of the middle class.”  Recom-
mended by Jennifer Piper, program director for interfaith 
organizing, Denver.

martin LutHe r king , Jr . ,  on 

Le ade rsHip:  INSPIR AT ION AND 

WISDOM FOR CHALLENGING T IMES

by donald t. phillips (2000)  

“The book tells the story of how an indi-
vidual can lead powerfully yet peacefully 

in the midst of heightened tension and conflict. It also 
looks at the kind of bridging leadership model and the 
qualities required to bring about conflict transformation. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. reminds us of the fundamental 
truth that ‘the best way to solve a problem is to remove the 
cause.’” Recommended by Alice Anukur, associate regional 
director, Africa region.

toWards tHe ‘otHer america’: ANTI -

RACIST RESOURCES FOR WHITE PEOPLE 

TAKING ACTION FOR BL ACK LIvES MAT TER

by chris crass (2015) 

“The most read entry on our Acting in 
Faith blog in 2015 was “Note to Self: 

White people taking part in #BlackLivesMatter protests,” 
and Chris Crass dives deeply into that topic in his latest 
book. Featuring lots of interviews, essays, and photographs, 
reading this book is like entering into the middle of a con-
versation and a movement. This beautiful book, designed 
by artist Aisha Shillingford, is welcoming to the beginner 
and the advanced and is free to download at chalicepress.
com.” Recommended by Greg Elliott, Friends Relations as-
sociate, Philadelphia. ■
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I
mmigrants locked up in detention centers to meet government 
quotas. Protesters confronted by police officers with automatic 
rifles and armored vehicles. Men, women, and children forever 
changed by a war that has become the longest in U.S. history.   

 Across the United States, it’s clear how militarism affects mil-
lions of people every day—without making them any safer. 
 AFSC’s latest exhibit, “Humanize Not Militarize,” features 
works from nearly 50 artists that portray the effects of militarism 
and imagine nonviolent alternatives for a more just future. “AFSC 
is on a mission to change the narrative around war and milita-
rism, and art is a great way to begin that conversation around 
the country,” says Mary Zerkel, organizer of the exhibit and 

co-coordinator of AFSC’s Wage Peace campaign. “The power of 
the exhibit is it doesn’t silo these experiences of militarism—it 
gets at the systemic connections between border issues and war 
and policing and prisons.” 
 The artists behind these works are as diverse as the pieces 
themselves—members of prolific artist collectives, grassroots ac-
tivists, as well as high school and college students taking part in 
their first public show.   
 We asked seven of these artists to tell us about their contribu-
tions to the exhibit and to share their thoughts about the power of 
art in promoting alternatives to militarism and violence.
 See their responses on pages 10–11.

Meet seven artists pushing back against militarism as part  
of AFSC’s traveling exhibit “Humanize Not Militarize.”

audience response  
Since last summer, “Humanize Not Militarize” has traveled to more than 10 cities 
throughout the United States, reaching thousands of people who are encouraged to 
create their own posters on site and share their responses through social media.  
 There’s also an accompanying curriculum for the exhibit, which programs have 
adapted to help students discuss their personal experiences with militarism and con-
nect them to a larger analysis.   
 Toni Etheridge, AFSC program associate, helped coordinate a showing at the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro and talked with high school and college 
students about their impressions. “The conversations reminded folks of experienc-
es—some extremely personal—in their neighborhood with police,” Toni says. “The 
posters pushed forth difficult, candid talks on how people of color, particularly Black 
males, are over policed. The seriousness of overt police contact can impose direct 
psychological damage in our developing young people—fear.” 
 Mary Zerkel, co-coordinator of AFSC’s Wage Peace campaign, says the exhibit 
and curriculum are designed to spark conversations like these—conversations that 
can inspire young people and others to get involved in working for alternatives to 
militarism. “We’re hoping that as the tour moves on, people will use it as an oppor-
tunity to have workshops and events that advance work in the community and help 
local organizing,” she says. ■

To find out how to bring the exhibit to your town, contact Mary at humanize@afsc.org. 

Visit us online For:

• 5 ways your meeting/place of 
worship can work to “Humanize not 
Militarize.”   

• Information about our 2016 youth 
film festival, where filmmakers 
age 23 and under submit videos 
that challenge militarism in their 
communities.

visit:  humanize.afsc.org

Join our online ConVersation! 

march 30, 2016

Register to take part in our live-streamed 
conversation about art and activism in 
communities around the U.S. 

AFSC staff members Minerva Mendoza, 
Tabitha Mustafa, and Erin Polley will 
discuss local efforts to develop a cultural 
strategy to achieve social change. 

sign up today:  afsc.org/cultural

“Humanize Not 
Militarize” exhibit in 
Swarthmore, Penn. 
Photo: AFSC/Beth 
Hallowell
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▼ moniCa trinidad | “the dream is real”

Monica Trinidad is a queer Xicana artist and 
organizer, and co-founder of Brown & Proud Press.

“‘The Dream Is Real’ was created when I was 
approached to design a poster by Moms United 
Against violence and Incarceration. They were having 
their annual Moms in the Struggle awards dinner, 
and they wanted to honor 20 mothers who were 

formerly incarcerated or who have lost their child at the hands of the police. 
I wanted the viewer to register the reality that there are actually places 
that exist where Black mothers are systematically locked away from their 
children for simply trying to survive in a society that they were never meant 
to survive in. I wanted to invoke the reality that is often forgotten, that these 
places, called prisons, at one point in time did not exist, and that I believe 
that with a little imagination, that world can exist again.”

monicatrinidad.com

► annie banKs and mutope duguma | “eaCh oF us”  

This poster is a collaboration between Annie Banks, 
a printmaker in British Columbia, and her friend 
and pen pal, Mutope Duguma, a New Afrikan 
author who is incarcerated at Pelican Bay State 
Prison in California.  

 ANNIE: “To me, art plays an immense role in 
working for alternatives because it accesses a 

critical component of any movement—creativity. It inspires imaginative response to catastrophic 
realities and re-educates me every time that each of us holds immense power to imagine 
ourselves and the world differently. And collaborations multiply our power!” 

MUTOPE: “My values are rooted in the New Afrikan principles that teach me how to treat fellow 
human beings. My strength is rooted in being educated in truth; I study the world and people. I 
establish balance by mentally, physically, spiritually, and socially understanding that we have to 
nurture our being by exercising these four areas in order to achieve growth in our lives. It is the 
strengthening of these four areas that will bring about political and ideological development.” 

anniembanks.wordpress.com, mutopeduguma.org

▲ lillian moats | “push baCK”  

Lillian is a writer, artist, and 
filmmaker who became involved 
in doing graphic work for AFSC 
shortly after 9/11. 

“I created this piece in 
response to the misguided 
discretionary spending by the 

U.S. government. The piece is meant to suggest that 
we are not helpless and can push back against the 
irrational proportion of military spending. I’ve observed 
that in an age when we are bombarded with more 
written words than we can possibly take in, images 
and other forms of art often reach hearts and minds 
more directly and memorably. The challenge is to 
give exposure to visual art, films, and drama that run 
counter to the commercial, high-budget productions 
which suggest militarism and violence are answers to 
societal problems.” 

threeartspress.com

◄ marCellous loVelaCe | “i Can not be moVed” 

Marcellous is a mostly self-taught mixed-media 
painter, writer, and musician. 

“I paint from my experience living on the South Side of 
Chicago and living in poverty in the state of Illinois. I 
was born and raised in a community called Roseland. 
This segregated, poverty-stricken environment helped 
me to develop over 400 images a year over the last 25 

years of my life. My environment is so negative it helps me to create beauty 
from this struggle. I paint because it’s the only thing that feels good after 
feeling like I’m trapped in a world that has no hope. For most of my adult life, 
I have worked on art regardless of the situation, and I always will because 
these colorful problems help me to continue to see through the blight.” 

marcellouslovelace.com

▲ raul Vazquez lopez | “borders don’t stop 
dreams”   

Raul is an elementary school art 
teacher, tattoo artist, and a former 
intern in AFSC’s Chicago office.  

“I was born in Durango, Mexico, and 
traveled with my family to the U.S. 
as a child. As a person with DACA 
(Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) status, I wanted to raise 

the issue of immigration, because lots of undocumented 
people feel like they can’t do anything because of their 
status. But since I’ve been working with AFSC, I’ve seen that 
undocumented people can achieve many things. The slogan, 
‘Borders don’t stop dreams,’ is something I’m living out in my 
own life. There are so many great people out there who are 
undocumented who can contribute so much.”   

▼ aaron hughes | “transForm”

Aaron is an artist, activist, and Iraq War 
veteran. The medium for this piece is 

“combat paper,” created out of military 
uniforms that were transformed through 
the papermaking process.  

“During my deployment, I felt like I was 
surrounded by destruction and in the 

heart of a system that did not value my life, the life of my 
fellow service members, or the lives of Iraqis and third country 
nationals. In the midst of this dehumanization, I sought out a 
counter point and what I found and clung to were the desert 
flowers, dusty sunsets, little birds, and creative works (poetry, 
novels, and art) that fundamentally countered the destruction 
of a military occupation. This experience is why I believe art 
is fundamental to transforming American militarism. However, 
that creative work is most successful when it is aligned with 
people’s movements and in solidarity with the communities 
that are most impacted by U.S. militarism.” 

justseeds.org/artist/aaronhughes
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rights—facilitating dialogue and building understanding among 
diverse groups while educating them on the challenges they face 
against extremism.  
 Education took place on the political level, too. ANBTI mem-
bers met formally and informally with local government officials 
to get them to understand why the closures were unconstitu-
tional. At issue was a joint decree that the country had imposed 
in 2006, placing stricter requirements on building houses of 
worship. Based on ANBTI’s interpretation, the decree gave local 
government the discretion to recognize houses of worship built 
prior to 2006. 
 ANBTI members worked with congregations to collect and 
provide proof that their houses of worship had been established 
before 2006, including historical documents and interviews 
with community figures. That documentation meant approval 
from local officials was all that congregations needed to reopen 
their doors.  
 “It was not easy—we faced objections, but continued to have 
many conversations with regional government,” says Agnes. “We 
built those relationships so these officials could come to share our 
perspective and influence their colleagues. It took quite a long 
time until the regional government was able to accept the basis of 
our argument.”  

a model for organizing 
In June 2015, officials agreed to allow the three closed churches to 
reopen. What’s more, the advocacy campaign led the government 
of Gunung Kidul to grant official recognition to more than 1,600 
houses of worship, providing legal protection against extremists 
challenging the legality of Catholic and Protestant churches, Hin-
du and Buddhist temples, and mosques.  
 “This is groundbreaking work,” Jiway says. “I can’t recall 

something of this magnitude happening to protect houses of wor-
ship. This effort has reset community relationships by consolidat-
ing congregations, organizing at the grassroots level, and cultivat-
ing relationships with local government in a way that encourages 
them to make decisions that benefit the community as a whole.”  
 ANBTI is sharing their strategy with minority groups in other 
areas of Indonesia also advocating for legal recognition.  
 “Intolerance is happening all over the country and affecting 
our way of life as citizens,” says Agnes. “As intolerant groups are 
mobilizing more people, we need to create a movement that is 
even more massive than theirs to counter what’s happening.” ■

I
ndonesia is one of the most diverse countries in the world, with 
250 million people representing over 300 ethnic groups. The 
country is home to the largest Muslim population in the world 
and also has a proud tradition of tolerance and inclusion.  

 But today, this diversity faces its greatest threat since Indo-
nesian independence—the rise of extremist groups, which have 
spurred communal conflict and intolerant public policies.  
 Places of worship across the archipelagic nation have become 
frequent targets for extremists, who have used violence and in-
timidation to close down spaces belonging to minority com-
munities—including Christian, Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist, and 
minority Muslim sects. In a village in West Timor, the Muslim 
community faced years of opposition from predominately Prot-
estant residents in their plans to build a new mosque. In Papua, 
Indonesia’s easternmost province, residents set fire to a mosque 
during the month of Ramadan. 
 Even the city of Yogyakarta in Java—considered the cultural 
capital of the country and home to the Sultan and his family—has 
seen a wave of attacks on houses of worship. “Yogya is known for its 
pluralism and tolerance, and it occupies a special place in the Indo-
nesian psyche—fundamentalists target it for those reasons,” says Ji-
way Tung, AFSC’s country representative in Indonesia. “If you can 
affect civil life in Yogyakarta, you can do it anywhere in Indonesia.”  

a community stands against extremism  
In the district of Gunung Kidul in the greater Yogyakarta region, 
community members have organized against extremists work-
ing to shut down houses of worship and fuel intolerance among 
neighbors.  
 In recent years, extremist efforts led to the shutdown of three 
houses of worship and targeted others for closure. In one in-
stance, extremists pressured public officials to close a church and 
drove its priest out of the village. In another case, groups held 

demonstrations outside of a church, caused damaged to the build-
ing, and threatened to return with even larger crowds.  
 These closures had to be stopped, says Agnes Dwi Rusjiyati, 
coordinator with the National Unity and Diversity Alliance (AN-
BTI), an AFSC partner in Indonesia. For the past year, Agnes has 
worked with community members in Gunung Kidul to protect 
houses of worship. 
 What’s happening in Gunung Kidul is personal to her. The dis-
trict is her birthplace. And although she grew up learning about 
Indonesia’s diversity, as a member of a minority religious group, 
her childhood experiences sometimes showed her a different side 
of her beloved country.  
 She remembers being asked to leave the classroom and play 
in the schoolyard during religion classes. And the times she was 
teased and bullied by other students and even teachers. “Even 
back then, I told myself that that pressure or intimidation should 
not happen to anyone based on any religious difference,” she says.  
 Today, Agnes is fulfilling that promise to herself, helping Gu-
nung Kidul in its struggle to hold on to its values of tolerance and 
inclusion. To reopen these houses of worship and defend against 
threats to others, Agnes and others at ANBTI developed a com-
prehensive public education and advocacy campaign that in-
volved members of affected congregations, residents of surround-
ing communities, and local policymakers. 
 The group provided support to congregants of the closed 
churches, urging them to unite in their advocacy efforts. “They 
had the same fears, and we encouraged them to have the same 
voice so they would have more strength,” Agnes says. “One of the 
strategies we applied was accompanying them in their meetings 
with local government, so they wouldn’t be intimidated. We were 
there for them.”  
 ANBTI also brought together members from diverse faiths and 
community organizations for trainings on the law and human 

indonesia: by the numbers  

motto: “Bhinneka tunggal ika,” or “Unity in diversity” 

population: 250 million, the fourth most populous country  
in the world 

number of islands: 14,000  

Number	of	officially	recognized	languages: Over 700

I N D O N E S I A

Gunung Kidul 

Agnes Dwi Rusjiyati has helped organize community members in Gunung 
Kidul to protect houses of worship. Photo: Ninik Sri Suryandari

organizing 
against 
intolerance
In Indonesia, a community-led campaign 
succeeds in protecting houses of worship 
from closure by extremist groups.  

BY RONNA BOLANTE  

Members of the National Unity and Diversity 
Alliance. Photo: Ninik Sri Suryandari

Q U A K E R  A C T I O N    1312    S P R I N G  2 0 1 6



W
ar is not the answer. Violence 
doesn’t work. Militarized re-
sponses hurt our prospects 
for peace.  
 Since our founding in 
1917, the American Friends 

Service Committee has been unwaver-
ing in promoting nonviolence as the only 
path to overcoming injustice and achiev-
ing lasting peace. Through the years, we’ve 
worked with individuals, communities, 
partner organizations, and policymakers 

to defy the social logic that has justified 
war and violence for far too long.  
 The work of peace education has taken 
many forms over the past century—from 
sponsoring peace caravans to publishing 
reports that exposed the true cost of war to 
advocating alongside affected communities 
for policies that address the root causes of 
conflict. At times, AFSC’s work has been 
influential in shaping public opinion and 
policy – and often we have been among the 
few voices representing peace.  

 “It’s a tremendous challenge to go be-
yond educating people and reach much 
deeper to get them to listen to you, to 
change their mind about something,” says 
Shan Cretin, AFSC’s general secretary. 

“How do you grab people and get them to 
see the world they know differently?”   

strengthening antiwar efforts   
Some of AFSC’s earliest work to promote 
peace through education took place at 
Quaker international centers in Paris, 

Berlin, Geneva, Vienna, Warsaw, and Mos-
cow in the early 1920s. Following extensive 
relief efforts by Friends during World War 
I, the centers provided a neutral space for 
individuals and institutions from around 
the world to convene, discuss political is-
sues, and foster understanding.  
 Around the same time, AFSC trained 
young pacifists to form “peace caravans” 
and spread messages of peace throughout 
the United States. Teams of young men and 
women traveled from town to town, speak-
ing at churches and community gatherings, 
and canvassing door to door. The caravans 
were international and interracial, provid-
ing many participants their first oppor-
tunity to work with people whose back-
grounds differed from their own.  
 The 1940s saw the beginning of AFSC’s 
decades-long involvement in the nuclear 
disarmament movement. Within days of 
the 1945 bombings of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, which killed 200,000 people, AFSC 
and other organizations sent a letter to Pres-
ident Harry Truman calling for a ban on 
nuclear weapons. Large-scale campaigns to 
prevent nuclear annihilation began in the 
1950s and peaked with the No Nukes and 
Nuclear Freeze movements of the 1970s and 
’80s. Since then, tens of thousands of people 
have worked with AFSC to halt weapons 
testing, arms acceleration, and the spread 
of nuclear technology. 
 Over the years, AFSC’s peace education 
efforts have expanded to reach govern-
ment officials, academics, and community 
organizations as well as members of the 
general public. Most importantly, we sup-
port those most affected by war and vio-
lence in leading efforts to change the con-
ditions that affect their lives.  
 Throughout its history, AFSC has fa-
cilitated exchanges between people on 
all sides of a conflict—bringing speakers 
from Vietnam and Russia to the U.S. to 
share their expertise and experience dur-
ing and after wartime; connecting Ameri-
can schools with those in conflict areas in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa; and sponsor-
ing international work camps, which sent 
Americans to volunteer in devastated areas 
from Cuba to the Middle East. All to build 
understanding between people who might 

HistoricaL overvieW

Moving away 
from militarism
over the past century, aFsC has worked to change the 
thinking that allows war and violence to persist.   

BY RONNA BOLANTE

Calling For peaCe 

AFSC publications and resources have played a critical role in influencing public 
opinion and policy. Examples include: 

• “speak truth to power: a Quaker search for an alternative to violence,” 
which popularized a phrase now widely used in social movements. The 1955 
publication, written by a group that included civil rights leader Bayard Rustin, 
called for nonviolent alternatives to ending the Cold War.

• “peace in vietnam: a new approach in southeast asia” sold nearly 100,000 
copies in the first year after its 1966 publication, generating widespread media 
coverage and serving as a tool for the coalitions challenging U.S. policy in 
vietnam.

• “search for peace in the middle east,” which amplified local voices in 
outlining the root causes and needed solutions to regional conflict. At the time 
of its publication in 1970, AFSC was one of the first groups to publicly call for 
an end to Israel’s occupation of all territories, creating inroads for dialogue on 
this issue.  

• Starting in the mid-’70s, Bill Sutherland, AFSC’s southern Africa 
representative, dispatched frequent reports to u.s. audiences on african 
liberation struggles. His speaking tours across the U.S. raised public 
awareness and support for anti-apartheid efforts. 

• Founded in 1969, AFSC’s national action/research on the military 
industrial complex (narmic) fueled antiwar campaigns by serving as a 
resource for activists, journalists, and others. Through widely distributed 
slideshows, documentaries, and reports, NARMIC provided critical facts and 
analysis to expose the human cost of war and confront corporations profiting 
from U.S. military campaigns around the world.  

In the 1970s, AFSC began organizing opposition to the 
huge nuclear weapons plants at Rocky Flats in Denver, 
which was finally closed in 1997. Photo: AFSC 
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A
t an event for a presidential can-
didate last summer, I had the op-
portunity to talk with Iowa U.S. 
Rep. Steve King. Even if you’re not 
an Iowan like me, you may have 

heard some of the comments he’s made 
about undocumented immigrants—com-
paring them to dogs, calling one person “a 
deportable,” and insisting that many were 
drug smugglers with “calves the size of 
cantaloupes.”  
 When I met Rep. King, I told him about 
my family here in Des Moines. I told him 
we had emigrated from Mexico when I 
was 2 years old for a better life. And that 
my parents had worked hard to support us 
while contributing to the community.   
 None of that seemed to faze him. We 
were here “illegally,” as far as Rep. King 
was concerned, and had no right to be in 
the United States, even though, as a child, 
I had had no choice in the matter.  
 I’ve had several encounters like these 
during my time as grassroots engagement 
coordinator with AFSC’s Governing Un-
der the Influence project. In the year lead-
ing up to the earliest presidential primary 
contests, I worked with young people, 
particularly Latinos and other people of 
color, and encouraged them to question 

candidates about excessive corporate in-
fluence on public policy, including immi-
gration.  
 When I started, I knew I would meet 
those who didn’t see eye to eye with me. But 
I wasn’t prepared for the xenophobia and 
fear that candidates would stir up through 
rhetoric aimed at immigrants like me.  
 People ask me how I keep my composure 
in such hostile situations. Why I don’t get 
upset or cause a scene that would draw more 
public attention to such hateful speech.  
 In these situations, I stay calm. I remind 
myself how important it is to engage with all 
people, including those who strongly dis-
agree with me. I remind myself of the power 
of education to change hearts and minds. 
And I remind myself that I can’t begin to ed-
ucate people if I walk away. Or act in a man-
ner that makes them push me away.  
 These people aren’t my enemies. 
They’re people who, through their own life 
experiences, have developed stereotypes 
and misconceptions that haven’t been 
corrected. I think about what might have 
happened in this person’s life that made 
them afraid of people like me. I recognize 
that they’re probably generations removed 
from the immigrant process, that they 
don’t understand the difficulties we face 

just living our lives.  
 I think of these things because I want to 
understand where people are coming from. 
If I don’t, I’m guilty of dehumanizing them 
as much as they’ve dehumanized me.  
 Sharing my personal narrative is the 
most powerful tool I have against state-
ments like, “You shouldn’t be here.” My 
mother came to the U.S. with a law de-
gree not knowing she’d have to work as a 
housekeeper. Being undocumented meant 
I couldn’t get a driver’s license, vote in elec-
tions, or qualify for financial aid for school. 
But I graduated from college, with honors, 
and am now making a life for myself the 
way my parents hoped I would.  
 Even those who yell at me at rallies or 
town hall meetings can relate to my story. I 
know some people will never change their 
minds, but I also see signs that some peo-
ple can. And I’m putting in the work—and 
withstanding some difficult situations—to 
move us all toward a place where we respect 
the humanity and dignity of all people. ■

Hector Salamanca Arroyo served as grass-
roots engagement coordinator with AFSC’s 
Governing Under the Influence project in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

more:  afsc.org/gui

WHere i  stand  

on engaging  
our “enemies”  
In working to change narratives that allow 
injustice to persist, we can’t leave out those 
who fight hardest against us.  
BY HECTOR SALAMANCA ARROYO
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not otherwise have learned how much they 
had in common.  

militarism at home  
Over the past two decades, AFSC’s peace 
education work has shifted to respond to 
the impacts of war and militarism in the 
United States.  
 The best known example is “Eyes Wide 
Open”—a traveling exhibit that featured 
one pair of empty boots for each member 
of the U.S. military who died in the Iraq 
and Afghanistan wars. Millions of people 
in the U.S. saw the exhibit, which started 
in Chicago in January 2004 when media 
coverage of war casualties was forbid-
den. As the number of dead grew, so did 
the exhibit, which eventually expanded to 
include shoes representing Iraqi and Af-
ghanistan civilian deaths.  
 Today, as the U.S. remains involved in 
the longest war in its history—while wag-
ing military actions in other parts of the 
world—there’s more urgency to searching 
for nonviolent alternatives. War after war 
has shown that violent approaches ne-
glect root causes of conflict while creating 
more problems. And money used to wage 
war abroad is money that would be better 

invested in the health and safety of com-
munities in the U.S.  
 AFSC is engaging policymakers in the 
U.S. and around the world in efforts to 

promote shared security, building on a 
body of research and experience that dem-
onstrate the effectiveness of humane poli-
cies and nonviolent action. Our ongoing 

“Humanize Not Militarize” exhibit (see 
page 8) and youth film festival harness the 
power of art for social change, featuring 
videos by young filmmakers on the ways 
militarism affects their communities. And 
we’ve introduced a tool for investors that 
enables them to screen their portfolios for 
companies complicit in the ongoing oc-
cupation of the Palestinian territories and 
companies that profit from mass incarcer-
ation.  
 In communities around the world, 
we’re supporting individuals, meetings 
and congregations, grassroots organiza-
tions, and others using nonviolent action 
to redefine the future for themselves.  
 “It’s hard to understand how anyone 
can think violence and militarism have 
contributed to our security,” Shan says. 

“Efforts to break out of this thinking are 
hard, but we’ve had moments. We can’t do 
this work alone. AFSC’s ability is to be a 
seed for that change. We’re building part-
nerships to make that happen.” ■

Many young people like Corinne Boothe (pictured) joined AFSC’s peace caravans, spreading messages 
of peace in communities across the country. Photo: Campbell Hayes. 

Millions of people saw AFSC’s traveling exhibit “Eyes Wide Open.” Photo: Jim Webb
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snapsHot

a look at afsc around the world aFsC-sponsored educational tour that brought north Korean farm 
managers to China. Photo: AFSC/Linda Lewis

Left to right, top to bottom:

1. AFSC Midwest Region staff 
retreat; St. Louis.

2. Exploring human rights through 
digital storytelling; North 
Carolina

3. AFSC Midwest Region staff 
retreat; St. Louis 

4. Community violence reduction 
project; Haiti

5. Welcoming refugees; 
Portsmouth, NH

6. AFSC Middle East Region 
retreat; Jordan

7. Dialogue and Exchange 
Program; Panama

8. Bangladeshi refugees; Aceh, 
Indonesia

9. Cornel West and Governing 
Under the Influence; Des 
Moines, Iowa

10. Community violence reduction 
project; Haiti 

11. Peace-building work; Burundi 

12. Pro-refugee welcome rally; 
Concord, NHPhotos: AFSC/Jon Krieg, Haley Richter, AFSC/Jon Krieg, Louibert Meyer, AFSC/Arnie Alpert, AFSC/Ilona Kassissieh, 

AFSC/Monica Portilla, GEMPUR, AFSC/Jon Krieg, Louibert Meyer, AFSC/Burundi, AFSC/Arnie Alpert

B
efore they ever met, Jean and Cliff Lester felt a similar call-
ing to help others, make a difference, and do good in the 
world. Along the way, they fell in love and made a connec-
tion with AFSC that has lasted more than 60 years.  

 They first got involved with AFSC a continent apart in 1952. 
Both were in their 20s and participating in AFSC-sponsored work 
camps, Jean in Alaska and Cliff in Ger-
many. Jean worked with Native children, 
while Cliff helped at an orphanage.  
 The work was a perfect fit for both of 
them.    
 “I wanted to help, but I didn’t want to 
do missionary work,” Jean says. “I liked 
that there was a spiritual basis to the work 
but no proselytizing.” 
 Cliff agrees, adding: “The work was 
aimed at doing what the recipients wanted, 
instead of our deciding that we knew what 
was best.” 
 Feeling energized by the meaningful 
contributions they’d made, both signed up 
for a work camp in Tlaxcala, Mexico, in 
1953. That’s where they met, and their per-
sonal connection grew as they taught Eng-
lish, helped with agricultural projects, and 
built and repaired village structures. They 
spent the following year in El Salvador as 
part of a work camp in a small village.  
 They married in 1957, settled in Pennsylvania and California, 
and raised four children, all the while maintaining close ties to 
AFSC. Both have served on regional and national AFSC commit-
tees and are longtime donors who recently made a generous gift 
to support AFSC’s Courageous Acts Campaign. The campaign 

celebrates AFSC’s centennial year by giving young people more 
opportunities to grow as social change leaders; funding new ini-
tiatives to promote peace, justice, and security; and increasing the 
organization’s endowment.  
 Jean and Cliff’s Courageous Acts Campaign gift supports the 
Joe Franko Internship Fund, which will expand internship oppor-

tunities for youth throughout AFSC and 
continue the organization’s tradition of 
supporting youth development and lead-
ership. The fund honors the memory of 
Joe Franko, a former AFSC staff member 
who was also a friend of theirs. The Orange 
Grove Friends Meeting, where Jean and 
Cliff are members and where Joe served as 
clerk, has also supported the fund by mak-
ing the largest campaign gift to date from 
a Friends meeting.  
 Betty Ann Jansson, a member of the 
meeting, says: “We’re hoping that what 
we have done will influence other Friends 
meetings. We think it’s a good time for ev-
eryone to recommit themselves to AFSC 
and the fact that it’s living out its Quaker 
values.”  
 Given their own history with AFSC, 
Cliff and Jean underscore the importance 
of supporting the next generation of peace 
builders. “The work camps had a big im-

pact on our lives,” Cliff says. “And in the end, if you want to get 
anything done, you need to get more young people involved.” ■

Willie Colón is a writer and editor with AFSC in Philadelphia.

supporter profiLe 

Jean and cliff Lester 
BY WILLIE COLóN
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the work 
was aimed at 
doing what 

the recipients 
wanted, instead 
of our deciding 
that we knew 

what was best.
— cLiff Lester
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A gift annuity can provide income for yourself and your family while supporting AFSC’s work to 
change the culture of militarism around the world.  

To find out what income you could receive from a gift annuity, contact Alyssa Chatten, planned giving 
officer, at 1-888-588-2372 or achatten@afsc.org.  

Make a gift  
and receive 
income for life.
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