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 The job of building peace will not be completed in 
one generation, yet we can and do make a difference  
every day. We joyfully do our part now, and we actively 
support the young people who will carry the vision and 
work into the future. These pages highlight many young 
people who bring their enthusiasm, commitment, and 
creativity to the cause of peace, serving as interns and 
apprentices in offices around the world, brimming with 
ideas and energy. We also feature one young-at-heart 
donor whose generosity makes our work possible. I 
think you will be inspired—indeed hopeful—as you 
recognize in these young peacemakers the same passion 
and commitment that led AFSC’s first volunteers to 
war-torn France in 1917. 
 Thank you for your ongoing support and for join- 
ing us as we work together, young and old, to heal the 
wounds of violence and build peace around the world. 
     
  With prayers for peace,
  

  Shan Cretin
  General Secretary

Dear Friend,
 

When I was appointed AFSC’s General 
Secretary, I looked forward both to 
the challenges and the opportunities 
the job would bring. Recent visits to 

New England, Chicago, and Seattle provided inspiration 
as I met with our supporters, our dedicated staff, and 
our volunteers and shared the small miracles created by 
the Service Committee’s programs. What an honor to  
be part of an organization where so many hearts and 
hands come together every day to bring peace and  
justice to our troubled world!
 Before going on the road, I turned to our archives to 
learn more about the early days of the Service Committee. 
The lives of those first Quaker volunteers were trans-
formed by the horrors of war they witnessed firsthand  
in France and Germany. They returned to this country 
resolved to confront the in-equities and injustices they 
now saw so clearly in U.S. society.
 In 1917 those courageous young people laid foun- 
dation for a new vision of what it means to work for 
peace—a vision that continues to guide us today. You 
and I have been called to carry on this visionary work, 
understanding that peace must go hand in hand with 
justice. Peace means ensuring that everyone can earn  
a living. Peace means building social and economic  
systems. Peace means turning our country toward  
security based on mutual respect, transforming the  
culture of war and violence that consumes our   
national resources and our spiritual health. 

oN THE covEr: These students are part of AFSC’s 
Palestinian Youth Program. With the help and instruction 
of college-age mentors, the young people learn leader-
ship skills, and plan and execute service projects  
that enhance their communities.

Bringing Creativity to the Cause of Peace

“The job of building peace will not be complete in one generation, 
yet we can and do make a difference every day.”
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especially in middle schools. Adults are 
constantly putting them down, so it’s a 
big thing for their self-esteem to be heard. 
I can step back and let them be leaders. 
It’s the most rewarding thing I’ve done.”   

Alexis Moore is AFSC’s Associate Director 
of External Affairs and Director of Media 
Relations.

BY AlExIS MooRE

Miss Mia, Miss Mia, can 
we play ‘Ask for Help’?” 
asked the fifth-grade 
girls as they rushed up to 

Miafere “Mia” Jones of AFSC’s Baltimore 
office. Although they may not recognize 
it, these students are going to work on 
their skills in communications and con-
flict resolution through their “play.” 
 They are members of the after-school 
Higher Achievement Program at Pitts 
Ashburton Elementary/Middle School. 
It’s one of two schools where Mia, 23, in-
corporates training with play, media lit-
eracy, and peer mediation. She is director 
for AFSC’s Youth Empowerment through 
Conflict Resolution Program, which of-
fers “peace in the classroom” and “listen-
ing to our youth” workshops to build en-
vironments where peace is practiced and 
promoted. 
 These trainings grew out of the Help 
Increase the Peace Program (HIPP), de-
veloped by AFSC staff in 1991. The 
youth-oriented program addresses vio-
lence and ways to solve conflict in 
schools. Using games, discussions, and 
role-playing, HIPP activities are based on 
AFSC’s conviction that nonviolence and 
community participation can advance 
both individuals and communities. Mia 
has worked with over 100 students, staff, 
and community members using HIPP. 
 Before the “Ask for Help” game, Mia 
talks with the young students about their 
day and asks if there’s anything they want 
to share. She also reminds them of the 
upcoming video project and reviews the 
guidelines for the interviews on bullying 
they conduct for their digital storytelling 
project. 
 “When I go into the schools, I have 
no immediate expectations. The students 
involved can change every day, but I  
construct the give and take for a success-

Playing and Practicing  
Peace in Baltimore

“
“Miss Mia” 
(left) and  
some of her 
enthusiastic 
students enjoy 
a photogenic 
moment in 
front of their 
Baltimore 
school.

ful session, always letting the  
students know that they will re-
spect each other. We’re teaching 
them to handle conflict as an  
opportunity to learn; to learn  
to promote peace and justice 
within themselves first, then 
their community,” says Mia,  
who joined AFSC full-time in 
october 2010. 
 The “Ask for Help” game in-
cludes running, tagging, and 
passing a large ball from person 
to person. If a player “asks for 
help,” the ball will be passed to her right 
away, with no delay, although the speed 
varies with the girls’ abilities. Using gen-
tle questioning, Mia asks “the young  
ladies” to discuss the impact of different 
physical conditions not only on their play, 
but on their lives. 
 When the group hits the streets to 
interview neighbors, Mia observes, “I’ve 
seen a lot of power (in HIPP and other 
trainings). Youth are more invested in it, 

Students learn cooperation and sharing in school-
yard sessions taught by AFSC’s Miafere Jones.
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It’s a small, very functional tool 
found in most American homes:  a 
flashlight. When the electricity goes 
out, its beam is helpful, even com-

forting. And in communities in Haiti, 
flashlights can mean the difference be-
tween danger and safety.
 AFSC is working in Martissant, a 
slum area of Port-au-Prince, and leogane, 
a community especially hard hit by the 
massive earthquake in 2010. The resi-
dents in both of these cities still live in 
makeshift camps. After a series of focus 
groups that identified major concerns, 
the Service Committee agreed that camp 
security should be a main priority. Theft, 
domestic violence, gang conflicts, drugs, 
and prostitution contribute to the tension 
of everyday life. To support the resident 
safety committees, we supplied walkie-

talkies, vests, whistles, those useful flash-
lights, and additional training. The en-
hanced safety teams are up and running. 
 In addition to safety concerns, the 
communities were alarmed by the cholera 
outbreak in Haiti a few months ago. 
AFSC responded with vital anti-cholera 
kits—a plastic bucket filled with bottles 
of chlorine, disinfectant, and hand and 
dish soap. Thirty-four camps received the 
7,000 kits, which reached nearly 25,000 
people. 
over the next several years, AFSC’s pro-
gram in Haiti will focus on young people. 
Some 42% of Haitians are 18 or young-
er, and schooling is hit or miss for far too 
many of them. only 20% or so get the 
chance to attend secondary school. For 
the displaced youth still living in camps, 
the future can be bleak. But they have 

Haiti
Light in the Darkness

Long after the  
major earthquake 
that struck Haiti,  
too many Haitians 
still live in make-
shift housing and 
lack access to  
basic services.  
AFSC trained and 
outfitted these 
young volunteers 
who promote 
security and safety 
in their camps.

also shown initiative in organizing in the 
camps and participating in activities such 
as food and water distribution. AFSC’s 
long-range work includes introducing 
Public Achievement Methodology, a 
strategy used successfully with young 
people in Gaza and the West Bank. 
 This youth program will identify po-
tential youth leaders who will receive 
training in conflict-resolution and oppor-
tunities for income-producing activities. 
As permanent housing remains a critical 
concern for Haitians, the young people 
will learn about urban land rights and 
how to work with government agencies 
on housing matters. As already demon-
strated by their involvement in their com-
munities’ day-to-day needs, these young 
leaders are expected to have a positive im-
pact on Haitian civil society. 

4 l  S u M M E R  2 0 1 1  l Quaker Action 
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Carlos Gomez
Gardener Extraordinaire

The police took away his shirt, 
which had three bullet holes. 
So says Carlos Gomez who 
survived a shooting outside 

of his public high school in los Angeles. 
He quickly found himself expelled and 
had to scramble to find another school. 
Now a senior at Central High School, he’s 
seen too much of his neighborhood dev-
astated by gang violence, too much prej-
udice based simply on someone’s neigh-
borhood, too much abandoned property, 
too much discouragement.
 But Carlos has chosen not to be dis-
couraged, not to give in to the negatives 
that surround him. And one way he’s 
thriving is by gardening—an unusual ac-
tivity in his neighborhood. With AFSC’s 
help, students from Central High, volun-
teers, and mentors took over a blighted, 
unused area near the school. The partic-
ipants transplant seedlings and diligently 
water and weed the plots where they grow 
tomatoes, beans, radishes, cucumbers, 
and other vegetables. 
 In addition to a budding horticultur-
alist, Carlos is an artist who has creative 
plans for improving the garden layout, 
“decorating” it so that it becomes a wel-
coming space for people in his commu-
nity. one day during his recent spring 
break, despite feeling under the weather, 
Carlos joined AFSC staff Anthony Marsh 
to go door-to-door to offer free vegetable 
seedlings. After assurances that they were 
not selling anything or asking anything 
of the occupants, they found ready ac-
ceptance of their gifts.
 The seedling distribution was a pre-
lude to community meetings for public 
housing residents. los Angeles restricts 
them from having gardens or even plant-
ing flowers to enhance their surroundings. 
AFSC and Carlos want to change that re-
striction, which they believe is unjust. And 
the door-to-door visits are just one ele-
ment to build momentum for that change.
 In addition to his involvement with 
AFSC, Carlos is a volunteer sound engi-

neer at a music studio. He plays guitar 
and piano, has begun to learn violin via 
lessons on YouTube, and takes African 
drumming classes. And, of course, he 
keeps up with his studies at Central High 
School where his favorite subject is his-
tory. 
 This multi-talented teen, whose single 
mother has six other children, has long-
range goals. His first priority is to go to 
college. He wants to pursue his creative 
interests along with academic subjects. 

Young volunteers 
carefully tend the 
vegetable plots at 
the Central High 
School garden in 
Mar Vista, CA.

But his ultimate prize would be to start 
his own non-profit organization that 
combines a creative arts school with gar-
dens. Carlos finds beauty in both. 
 of his experience with AFSC, Carlos 
says, “It’s been life-changing for me in 
such a positive way. I am more aware of 
the world around me, of what I don’t like 
about it, and what I can do to change it. 
I know in my heart that one person can 
make a difference and improve life. That’s 
what I want to do with mine!”

Carlos Gomez (in striped shirt) gives a tour of the Central High School garden to visiting 
students. He’s one of the main volunteers who has learned to start seedlings, transplant 
them to the raised beds, and to water and weed as needed.

4 l  S u M M E R  2 0 1 1  l Quaker Action 
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Nadira Khudayberdieva 
joined QUNo in Septem-
ber 2010 as a Program As-
sistant (PA). Nadira comes 

from an ethnic minority group in Uzbeki-
stan and is a native speaker of Russian. 
At QUNo, Nadira is focusing on preven-
tion of violent conflict. Recently, she was 
involved in organizing meetings with UN 
staff and the New York NGo commu-
nity during a two-day visit by a civil so-
ciety representative from Kenya who 
spoke about Quaker work around post-
election violence. 
 Nadira brought an impressive résumé 
to her work at the UN. In 2004 she at-
tended a United World College (UWC) 
international program aimed to make 
education a force for a peaceful future. 

She spent two years in India, completing 
the International Baccalaureate diploma. 
She subsequently went on to study at 
Earlham College (Richmond, Indiana), 
whose education is shaped by Quaker 
values. She was actively involved in Mod-
el United Nations and graduated with a 
B.A. in International Studies. After a year 
at QUNo, Nadira is going to pursue a 
Master of Science degree in Global Gov-
ernance and Diplomacy at oxford Uni-
versity, UK. 
 of her experience with QUNo, Na-
dira says, “It’s been great for me. Now I 
know the power and importance of qui-
et diplomacy and mediation. This has 
been an opportunity to connect grass-
roots work and the high-level policy-mak-
ing that goes on at the UN.”

Quaker United Nations office offers  
Unique Experience

Raul Matta
Leading by Example

My mother was born in Puerto Rico,” says 
Raul Matta, “and when we were children, 
there were times when she supported the 
four of us on no more than $18,000 a year.” 

His mother, a single parent, made sure her son attended an 
after-school program called the Youth 
leadership Academy, and that’s when 
Raul first encountered AFSC. He par-
ticipated in a Help Increase the Peace 
(HIPP) workshop co-sponsored by the 
Academy. 
 “At first, I didn’t understand what 
AFSC was,” Raul said, “but when I 
learned about Quaker beliefs—that  
every person has value and every prob-
lem has a nonviolent solution, I could 
see they were at the core of what I believe.”  When he strug-
gled in high school, the Service Committee gave him both 
the opportunity and the language to talk to adults about 
marginalization and racism. He gained the tools he needed 
to become an effective organizer, his experiences were  
given value, and he saw that he could make a significant 

contribution to a better community and a better world. 
 In 2005, Raul was a Youth Fellow with the AFSC West-
ern Massachusetts office. In addition to overseeing HIPP 
trainings, he reached out to hundreds of public high school 
students about alternatives to the military at the same time 
that his stepfather, an Air Force Reservist, was deployed to 
Iraq. Raul understands the complexities involved in coun-
ter-recruitment work and talks of the importance of stop-
ping U.S. military intervention while supporting veterans 

and family members affected by the war. 
  Following his graduation from 
Hamp-shire College (Amherst, Massa-
chusetts), Raul became a Program  
Manager for an HIV/AIDS prevention 
and screening program with the Holy-
oke Health Center. In spite of a busy 
schedule, he stays involved with the  
Service Committee as a HIPP trainer and 
as a valued volunteer on several commit-
tees. He recently was appointed to the 

new National Youth Advisory Board. He believes AFSC 
needs young people “to light a fire” and bring their per-
spectives to the organization. And he remains committed 
to diversity and incorporating the richness of human expe-
rience in all aspects of the Service Committee’s programs 
and governance. 

Nadira Khudayberdieva follows a long line of 
young interns at the Quaker United Nations 
Office who have “gotten their feet wet” in 
important international affairs.

“...when I learned  
about Quaker beliefs—
that every person has 

value and every problem 
has a nonviolent  

solution—I could see  
they were at the core  

of what I believe.”
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Young Somali men and women 
are finding their voices for 
change, actively seeking ways 
to be heard and to become 

leaders in their communities. Toward 
those goals, a group of young Somalis  
expanded their knowledge through an 
exchange, organized by AFSC, that took 
them to Kenya. The visit and exposure to 
Kenya was life-changing, in part because 
it’s so challenging for Somali youth to 
travel both within and outside their own 
country. 
 The group visited neighborhood self-
help projects, met with officials in Kenya’s 
capital, Nairobi, and then traveled to 
Northeastern Kenya, one of the country’s 
provinces. This area is quite isolated from 
the rest of Kenya and is predominately 
ethnic Somali. over the last several de-
cades, communities in this region and 
their youth organizations have under-
taken many local peace efforts. The group 
visited local peace projects (many involv-
ing youth), including a safe house for 
women and children. They were greeted 
by the mayor and other local officials. 
 Previously, Kenyan youth had thought 
of neighboring Somalia only as a country 
overrun with warlords and piracy. Their 
perception has changed; they now know 
Somali youth who are working hard to 
change the dangerous realities of their 
lives. They also recognize the diverse  
efforts and struggles that young people 
are undertaking to end violence and 
strengthen social reconciliation. 
 The Somali youth appreciated the  
opportunity to interact with Kenyan  
government officials and the fact that  
Kenyan youth have access to those offi-
cials. As one of the participants wrote, 
“Youth in my region don’t have a voice, 
so they sometimes have nowhere to take 
their ideas. I liked attending the work-
shop to share what I think and to learn 
from other young people. I was impressed 
that the Kenyan youth are well networked 

Africa
Young voices for change and Peace 

Visits to local neighborhoods and communi-
ty organizations were highlights for the 
Somali and Kenyan exchange participants.

These young 
women pose in 
front of the 
“Tree of 
Peace” wall, 
one of the 
stops on their 
travels in and 
around Nairobi, 
Kenya.

AFSC brought young activists from Somalia 
to Kenya so that they could visit community 
organizations, participate in workshops, and 
share their experiences with their Kenyan 
counterparts.

Myanmar
New child-centered 
Teaching Skills 
Spread

Under very difficult circum-
stances, AFSC has support-
ed monastic schools in 
Myanmar (formerly known 

as Burma). The country is run by an op-
pressive regime that has routinely crushed 
popular uprisings and efforts to change 
the course of the nation. But religious  
life is still respected, and Buddhists 
monks and nuns have some freedom to 
serve their communities. The network  
of monastic schools plays a vital role in 
educating poor girls and boys and orphans, 
all of whom—without an education—
face a particularly bleak future. However, 
many of the dedicated teachers them-
selves have little or no formal training.
 In Burma, education traditionally is 
by rote. The monastic schools, however, 
have begun a teacher-training program 
to encourage critical thinking among  
students and teachers. The goal is to in-
troduce new teaching skills and a better 
model of education that will empower 
the poor, who have much to contribute 
to peaceful, democratic change in their 
country. 
  Myint Soe’s gardener father insisted 
that his son be educated, even though 
Myint had to leave his village behind to 
attend a monastic school. After finishing 
high school, he became a teacher in the 
monastic school where he grew up. Myint 
eagerly embraced the teacher-training 
program and his newly acquired skills in 
child-centered teaching. He reports, 
“With this approach, students have to 
learn to think for themselves, to use their 
brains.” once a year, his father comes to 
visit, proud of the son who is the only 
one from his village to finish high school 
and who is now a successful teacher. 

even where they have no help from the 
government.” 
 Another Somali youth said, “From 
the Kenyans, I learned something very 
important which we can also apply in  
Somalia: ‘I should begin everything with 
me, not you!’”
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When you give monthly to AFSc, you become one of our Partners for Peace. 
Monthly giving is simple, easy, and it provides a reliable source of funding to help 
people survive and overcome violence. 

Join a community of peace supporters whose monthly investments help people find 
work, feed their families, teach them their rights, and spread the word of the horrible 
cost of war. We want to live in harmony. You want to live in harmony. 

Become a Partner for Peace. 
Please use the envelope in this magazine, 
visit www.afsc.org/monthly, 
or call (toll-free) 888-588-2372.

Join AFSc’s Partners for Peace today! Thank you for your commitment.

california Youth Take Action on Immigration Debate

In oakland, California, a youth-led 
collective finds ways to tell the sto-
ries of young people who come 
from immigrant families. They chose 

the name 67 Sueños (67 Dreams), derived 
from a recent report estimating that 67 
per cent of undocumented youth don’t 
qualify for the education path to legal 
status offered by the federal DREAM Act.  
 AFSC staff Pablo Paredes offered a 
series of workshops at Met West High 
School as part of the 67 Sueños initiative.  
Beginning last october and in subse-
quent months, the young activists met 
with immigrant youth in the Bay Area 
with the goal of amplifying and “getting 
out there” the voices and experiences of 
this substantial group. 
 The interviews were conducted in 
schools, in neighborhoods, and even in 
day laborer centers where some of the 
young people (many high school drop-
outs) try to make a living on their own.  

learning about and documenting their 
varied experiences provided fuel for talk-
ing with legislators about expanding the 
DREAM Act so that more people will 
qualify and have greater access to higher 
education.
 Another project of 67 Sueños is a mu-
ral located on the side of AFSC’s building 
in San Francisco. The partners who worked 

with the young people include artists,  
a design class from the University of Cal-
ifornia, Davis Campus, and National 
Public Radio’s Story Corps. The mural 
graphically represents immigrant youth 
and helps lift their voices as part of  
the national discussion around fair and  
humane immigration reform. 

Maria Leticia Gomez (left)  from the 
Spanish language network Univision talks 
with members of 67 Sueños.

Photos by Amy Mejia

Giving  
to AFSc 
the Easy 
Way!

American Friends
Service Committee
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Zimbabwe: Good News from 
the Interior Décor Cluster

In the Hatcliffe Extension, a settlement 
near Zimbabwe’s capital city of Harare, 
AFSC has supported a group of 16 wom-
en who form the Interior Décor cluster.  
They’ve all been trained to make batik 
and tie-dye fabric and to create finished 
products that are in great demand in the 
community. A recent report notes that 
“resources started flowing in and the 
group then realized that the profits per 
each member were becoming more and 
more meaningful.” 
 The cluster will purchase additional 
sewing machines so that every woman has 
one.  This will increase productivity and 
thus increase income for the group. The 
report states, “The group of women de-
cided that they had had enough of the 
abject poverty in which they found them-
selves, and decided to commit to the  
Interior Décor initiative as means of at-
taining financial independence.” These 
women have also learned to repair sewing 
machines, and to put aside political dif-
ferences to create a peaceful environment 
where they work together for the well-
being of the whole community. 

Anti-Immigrant Bills Fail  
in Florida

Recently the We Are Florida coalition, 
which includes AFSC, organized protests, 
vigils, petition campaigns, phone calls, and 
pickets to express their strong objections 
to anti-immigrant bills pending in the 
state legislature. Their efforts are modeled 
after Arizona’s so-called “now it’s a crime 
to be brown” law. The Service Commit-
tee’s Herman Martinez and Paul-Andre 
Mondesir were early coalition participants. 
 In the waning hours of the legislative 
session, many groups held a 48-hour vigil, 
enduring heat, rain, and hecklers. As 
Paul-Andre noted, “It was an atmosphere 
of solidarity. We were among fellow ac-

tivists, children, friends, students fighting 
for the DREAM act, as we shared prayers, 
songs, food—and tears!”
 As no action was taken on the bills, 
they were in essence defeated. This was a 
victory both for grassroots organizing, for 
immigrant advocates, and for the outspo-
ken support they received from business 
and religious leaders.

AFSC Plays Major Role in 
West Virginia Mine Disaster 
Report 

The worst U.S. mine disaster in 40 years 
occurred on April 5, 2010, when 29 min-
ers lost their lives at Massey Energy’s Up-
per Big Branch Mine in West Virginia. 
Shortly after the tragedy, that state’s gov-
ernor appointed an independent investi-
gation panel, which included AFSC staff-
er Beth Spence. Beth served in a similar 
capacity in 2006 following the Sago mine 
collapse, also in West Virginia, and 
brought her experience and journalistic 
skills to the new report issued on May 19, 
2011.

 AFSC’s focus was on the men and 
women who work in the mines every day 
to provide the country with energy. Beth 
said, “It was difficult to watch people 
grieve, to sit across the table from the par-
ents or children of the men who lost their 
lives. And to hear stories from many peo-
ple about the conditions in that mine and 
to know that the explosion at Upper Big 
Branch could have been avoided.” 
 The report states in part: “A company 
that was a towering presence in the Ap-
palachian coalfields operated its mines in 
a profoundly reckless manner…. The 
April 5, 2010, explosion was not some-
thing that happened out of the blue… It 
was a completely predictable result for a 
company that ignored basic safety stan-
dards and put too much faith in its own 
mythology.”
 In Beth’s words, “All you can hope is 
that the work you’ve done prods the in-
dustry and the country to do better for 
those who mine coal, that it honors the 
men who were lost, and that it helps pro-
tect the lives of miners who are still on 
the job.” 

News from around AFSC

Stories of Hope & Inspiration

Using their sewing skills and sturdy machines, the women of Interior Decor create useful 
items they sell. The income substantially improves the standard of living for their families.
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charles Bishop Shares AFSc’s values

The local classical music station 
plays virtually non-stop every 
day in Charles Bishop’s gra-
cious home. He and his wife 

planned and built the house 
themselves, using forward-
thinking systems such as  
radiant heat and a cozy sun-
room to battle the brutal 
Buffalo (New York) winters. 
And they planned for their 
aging by constructing a  
single-story house on their 
one-acre plot. That makes 
it easier for Charles, who, 
following cancer treatment uses a walker 
to get around.
 Now a professor emeritus, Charles 
spent over fifty years teaching and doing 
research at the School of Medicine of the 
State University of New York at Buffalo. 
Although he was of draft age during 
World War II, he was exempt because he 

was part of the team working on the 
famed Manhattan Project. 
 When asked about his first encounter 
with AFSC, Charles replied, “I can’t quite 

recall. But I do know that 
when I moved to the Buf-
falo area in 1947, I casually 
attended several churches. I 
met a Quaker who invited 
me to Meeting and I went.”  
He never affiliated formally 
with Friends, but he has 
continued to value what he 
terms the “life view” of 
Quakers. 

 Charles finds that AFSC’s approach 
to important issues resonates with him. 
He especially appreciates the “listening 
to the affected” process that precedes pro-
gram decisions. Always concerned about 
human rights and dignity, he relates  
to concerns such as access to education, 
establishing peaceful communities, and 

recognizing our common humanity across 
class, culture, and national boundaries. 
 While he has a number of charitable 
interests, Charles has made supporting 
the Service Committee a priority. He  
recently took advantage of legislation  
allowing tax-free IRA distributions to 
qualified nonprofit organizations such as 
AFSC. He rolled over an annuity into an 
IRA and made a substantial contribution 
allocated to the Faces of Peace Youth 
leadership Initiative. Charles said:  
“Building peace—what could be more 
important in our world?”
 Charles urges other AFSC donors 
who can to direct funds from their IRAs 
to support AFSC programs. This tax-free 
opportunity is available through Decem-
ber 31, 2011. For more information, con-
tact the Gift Planning office toll-free  
at 888-588-2372 or visit the website: 
www.afsc.org/giftplanning. 

Dr. Charles Bishop, 
long-time AFSC supporter.

Great things are ahead! Those of us who have borne 
the burdens and the struggles expect every man 
to do his duty and to make good on the field. May 

the blessing of God be upon the men and the work.
 Thus ended the statement, made by Rufus Jones, 
which was published in the September 4, 1917, issue 
of L’EQuIP (The unit). This newsletter kept those at home 
informed about the activities of the brave young men in 
training to assist the civilian victims of World War I. 
 In April of that same year, Dr. Jones and thirteen other 
Friends met to discuss how young Quakers of draft age could 
contribute in a constructive way, consistent with their religious  
values. And the American Friends Service Committee was 
born. 
 At a training camp on the grounds of Haverford College 
(Pennsylvania), approximately one hundred conscientious 
objectors learned to be medics, drivers, mechanics, and 
builders, and they received other training that might 
prove useful in a war zone. In late September of 1917, 
the first members of L’EQuIP arrived in France and set 

about  working. For many of these young men, this term of 
service would be the defining experience of their lives. The 
following excerpts from their communications give a sense 
of that experience. 
 “The Society of Friends surely has the chance of its life 
to prove itself, and I believe it is doing it.”
 “The opportunity we had to practice affirmatively our ide-
als has broadened our vision of our opportunities at home, 
and our two greatest hopes are that our position made itself 
felt and that our work relieved suffering.”
 “I wouldn’t have traded my uniform for Pershing’s or the 
most decorated French General’s. I was proud through and 
through to be there as one of the group who believe in peace. 
I know it was the biggest idea represented there, the one  
big lasting idea.”
 “Overnight an American Friends Service Committee came 
to life and was recognized by the government of the United 
States. Although the Committee made the place, it was up to 
the individual to fill that place. We set out to meet the need 
of a suffering people, and that need is still being met.”

reflections: Great Things Are Ahead!
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Resources

As you see in the pages of each 
edition of Quaker Action, 
AFSC is at work every day in 
communities around the 

world, bringing people together to end 
poverty, discrimination, and violence. 
The journey is a long one, but with your 
help, we can continue to take great strides 
toward a more peaceful world.
 When you choose to give monthly to 
AFSC, you are becoming one of AFSC’s 
Partners for Peace. Monthly giving is sim-
ple and easy for you to ensure that AFSC 
has the resources needed to help people 

Lights. Camera. Youth action.
with the help of AFSC. See 67 Sueños 
and other videos from Oakland youth 
here: www.dreamdeployed.blogspot.
com. K’s digital story from AFSC-Denver 
brings us into the world of an unwilling 
immigrant poster child: www.tinyurl.
com/ks-story. Ri’s story from AFSC-NC’s 
Storyology Project tells a harrowing 
tale of a young refugee’s journey:  www.
tinyurl.com/Ris-movie. Working with AFSC 
staff in North Carolina, four students 
from Guilford College produced these 
videos about the immigrant experience: 
www.tinyurl.com/afsc-guilford.
 You can see all these videos, as 
well as others by and about youth, here: 
www.tinyurl.com/afsc-youthchannel. 

One great way to get an idea of AFSC’s 
youth work is to see and hear from the 
young people in these inspiring videos. 
 This year AFSC and the independent 
National Priorities Project sponsored the 
first If I Had a Trillion Dollars video con-
test to encourage young people to think 
about war spending and federal budget 
priorities. View the winning videos: www.
tinyurl.com/ihtd-winners. Several of the 
winners came to DC for 2 days of public 
presentations and legislative work. See 
a video collage of their visit: www.tinyurl.
com/ihtd-trip.
 AFSC’s Palestinian Youth Program 
trains college students to mentor youth 
groups as they address community is-
sues. This video profiles one participant: 
www.tinyurl.com/adham-khalil. To get 
a fuller look at the program visit this 
website: www.tinyurl.com/pyp-video.
 The Youth Empowerment through 
Conflict Resolution program in Baltimore 
teaches conflict resolution and human 
rights. See videos and more informa-
tion on the HIPP Bmore blog at: www.
bmorehipp.tumblr.com.
 In Oakland, CA, AFSC staff have been 
supporting youth efforts to demilitarize 
their schools. This video played a key 
role in a campaign (in partnership with 
BAY-Peace) to limit military access to 
student information: www.tinyurl.com/
baypeace.
 AFSC-Seattle’s Community Justice 
Program develops anti-racist youth lead-
ership and works to end racial dispari-
ties. Learn about youth experiences at 
the Tyree Scott Freedom School in this 
video: www.tinyurl.com/tyree-scott.
 A college intern made this video 
about AFSC’s Friends Peace Garden, 
which was created with and for students 
of Central High School in Los Angeles:  
www.tinyurl.com/friends-garden.
 Migrant youth are telling their own 
stories and defining their own images 
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In Guatemala, AFSC works with Ceiba Association to improve security and 
promote nonviolence in neighborhoods of Guatemala City. Together they 
sponsor “La Burrita de la Paz,” (“The Peace Bus”), a mobile unit which 
provides first aid, counseling for trauma, and conflict mediation. A few 
months ago, rival youth gangs signed a non-aggression agreement. And in 
one neighborhood, children were encouraged to exchange their toy guns 
and knives for stuffed animals (see picture) to symbolize acting nonviolently 
in everyday situations. 
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If you’re age 70 ½ or older, you have through December 31, 2011, to take advantage of the  
Charitable IRA Rollover provision that was reauthorized late last year. The law allows you to 
make gifts directly to AFSC from your Individual Retirement Account. You will not have to 
pay taxes on any amount you transfer up to $100,000.

Charitable IRA Rollover benefits:
•	 The transfer counts toward your required minimum distribution as long as you have 

not yet received your 2011 distribution.
•	 The transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you will receive 

the benefit even if you do not itemize your tax deductions.
•	 You can witness the difference your support makes to AFSC now.

While this opportunity applies only to IRAs and not other types of retirement plans, you may 
have the option of rolling over assets from ineligible plans into an IRA and then making a gift.

To learn more, visit AFSC’s web site at www.afsc.org/irarollover or call our Gift Planning 
office toll free at 1-888-588-2372. We’ll be glad to answer your questions and provide you  
with a letter of Instruction for your use in directing an IRA gift to AFSC.

What Are You Doing With Your IRA?

AFSC meets all  
20 BBB Charity 
Standards

Charles Bishop. 
See his important 
story on page 10.


