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oN THE covEr: AFSC Photo/Terry Foss. This photo was 
taken when AFSC’s Eyes Wide Open exhibit was displayed 
in Washington, D.C. The boots are tagged with all the 
names and states of U.S. military who had died up until 
that point in the war in Iraq. See the timeline on pages 
4–5 for more information.

Peace is truly possible, even in  
places emerging from decades of  

brutal civil war, military occupation,  
and violent political struggles.

General Secretary Shan Cretin joins women in the carpentry cluster 
and tries her hand at planning a door frame.

Dear Friend, 

Recently, I had the privilege of visiting AFSC’s pro-
grams in the Middle East and Africa. I returned 
hopeful and inspired that peace is truly possible, 
even in places emerging from decades of brutal 

civil war, military occupation, and violent political struggles.  
 I met young people determined to claim their right to a 
peaceful future in Gaza and the West Bank. I witnessed deep 
commitment to healing the wounds of past violence among 
returning refugees, ex-combatants, and long-time residents  
of a Peace Village in Burundi.   
 I felt the pride for the residents of Hatcliffe Extension just 
outside the capital city of Harare, Zimbabwe, as they worked 
together to replace makeshift shanties with real brick houses.  
In all of these war-weary communities, one message was clear:  
Building lasting peace requires much more than merely stop-
ping the violence. Healing and restoration, truth and recon-
ciliation must be part of the process. Those displaced by war 
and famine, sometimes for decades, must be reintegrated into 
their communities. And economic development must bring 
opportunities for meaningful livelihoods to everyone.  
 AFSC’s Livelihoods Restoration Program in Hatcliffe  
Extension is a powerful example of this integrated approach 
to building peace. The grinding poverty of Hatcliffe Exten-
sion was a breeding ground for hopelessness and violence.  
In less than three years, more than 130 residents have been 
trained in carpentry, welding, leatherwork and sewing—
trades that are in high demand. They also have learned  
basic business, communication, and collaboration skills.   the foundations for lasting peace. This issue of Quaker Action 

focuses on how we do that, offering a timeline of our peace 
efforts over the last decade. You’ll find “briefs” of a few programs, 
an article on our concern for the increase of “Islamophobia” 
in the United States, an inspiring story of how one Friends 
meeting supports AFSC, and plenty of resources on war and 
peace to support your personal witness.
 I hope you will be as encouraged and inspired by AFSC’s 
work as I am.  Thank you for your support as we accompany 
our friends in Hatcliffe Extension and communities around 
the world on our shared journey of peace.
    
  With grateful thanks for your dedication and support,
  

  Shan Cretin
  General Secretary

General Secretary Shan Cretin greets residents of Hatcliffe 
Extension, Zimbabwe.

 With access to an adequate living, they’ve turned to  
planning and building a new Work Space that will allow their 
businesses to grow, as well as providing space for classrooms 
and shops to serve the entire community.  They are working 
with government agencies to bring water and electricity to 
Hatcliffe and are lobbying for licensed schools for their  
children. The community is being transformed. 
 Over and over again, AFSC has seen this grassroots   
approach work. Patiently, we listen, consult, facilitate. We 
bring together partners who might not otherwise have been  
at the table. And we rejoice to see our brothers and sisters 
emerge from the shadows of war and violence with energy, 
confidence, and the capacity to succeed.  
 In Zimbabwe and everywhere we work, AFSC is building 
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needs of a hurting world, we will need to 
use God’s light, love, mercy, generosity, 
peace. God/Allah/Yahweh has no hands 
but ours—but with the Divine’s guid-
ance, we are instruments, assisting in the 
work of redeeming the world.

Alexis Moore is AFSC’s Associate Director 
of External Affairs and Director of Media 
Relations.

audio and video slideshows can be 
found at www.windowsandmirrors.org. 
also see www.muslimselfportrait.info 
for additional insights into Muslim lives.

BY ALExIS MOORE

Since the 9/11 tragedy, reports of 
attacks, both physical and ver-
bal, on Muslims—and those 
perceived to be Muslim—rose 

dramatically nationwide. The new word 
“Islamophobia” is now common, and 
such incidents demonstrate a sad erosion 
of the U.S. tradition of religious tolerance 
as yet another result of 10 years of war.
 In an effort to build understanding 
and foster relationships among diverse 
communities, many AFSC offices have 
held events about Islamophobia. These 
programs featured art, food, and story-
telling by Muslims, plus thoughtful audi-
ence discussions.
 One such event was held in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. Featured were Nihad 
Awad, national Executive Director and 
co-founder of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR), and Muslim 
self-portraits facilitated by Todd Drake. 
As Ann Lennon, AFSC Carolina Area 
Coordinator said, “The more we come 
together to learn and grow as a commu-
nity, the closer we will be to addressing 
issues that keep us divided.”
 After attendees shared a meal, Awad 
provided basic information about Islam, 
noting that the word itself comes from 
the Arabic word for peace. “Islamophobia 
describes an ancient phenomenon—the 
failure to appreciate others, be they Cath-
olics, Latinos, Jewish Americans. Being 
portrayed as ‘the other’ is dangerous, be-
cause ‘the others’ are usually minorities, 
and ‘the other’ ideology often becomes 
an obsession.”
 “Now is a time to tell our stories, 
reach out, speak up, and smile. And to 
those who are not of my faith, it’s time 
to speak up for Muslims. This event is  
an example of true faith and of trust.” He 
drew hearty applause when he said, “Re-
member, we have come in different ships, 
but we are all in the same boat.”
 Max Carter, a Friend and member of 

confronting “Islamophobia”

Images from 
the Windows & 
Mirrors exhibit. 
See page 9 for 
a description 
and the schedule 
of showings.

AFSC’s Corporation, also participated in 
the Greensboro program. He offered a 
version of a story told by Rufus Jones, an 
AFSC founder:
 During a time of severe unemploy-
ment in England in the first part of the 
20th century, Friends made land available 
to families for vegetable gardens. One 
man’s allotment of particularly poor soil 
required extra work to break up the dirt, 
but he diligently added compost, fertil-
ized, and did all he could to improve the 
condition of the ground. In the fall, he 
enjoyed a very successful crop of vege-
tables. The local parish priest admired  
the farmer’s field and commented, “My, 
what a wonderful crop you and God  
have produced!” The farmer responded, 
“You should have seen it when God had 
it alone!”
 Rufus Jones told this story to remind 
us that there is much work to be done in 
the world, and that God has no hands 
but ours to accomplish the tasks before 
us. To be effective in ministering to the 

At the Greensboro event (see story), two 
participants share reflections in front of a 
mural from the Windows & Mirrors exhibit.

“Now is a time to tell our stories, reach out, 
speak up, and smile. And to those who are not of 

my faith, it’s time to speak up for Muslims.”
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
9/11 

 
Invasion of 
afghanistan

Invasion of Iraq

President obama 
announces timeline 

for withdrawal  
from Iraq.

US troop “surge” 
in afghanistan 

begins.

US casualties in Iraq 486 849 846 822 904 314 149 60 46

US casualties in 
afghanistan

12 49 48 52 99 98 117 155 317 499 342

Iraqi and afghan 
casualties

Untold hundreds of thousands. Estimates vary by source and methodology. For instance, in a lancet study, estimates of     Iraqi casualties range from a little more than 100,000 to almost 700,000.

Billions of dollars spent  
on war in afghanistan $20.8 $14.7 $14.5 $20.0 $19.0 $39.2 $43.5 $59.5 $106.6 $122.0

Billions of dollars spent  
on war in Iraq $53.0 $75.9 $85.5 $101.6 $131.2 $142.1 $95.5 $65.9 $51.1

afSc raises awareness  
of the cost of war

Human Face of War 
web stories feature 
life in Iraq during and 
immediately after the 
US invasion.

In January in Chicago, 
Eyes Wide Open 
commemorates 
human cost of 
war, with boots 
representing soldiers.  
Began after 500 US 
troops died in Iraq 
war.

The exhibit catches 
public attention and 
becomes a touring 
exhibit.

Eyes Wide Open 
visited by thousands 
on Independence 
Mall in Philadelphia 
July 4 weekend.

Wage Peace movie 
launched online, 
reaches hundreds of 
thousands of views.

Silent March on 
National Mall in 
Washington, DC, with 
Eyes Wide Open.

Dreams and 
Nightmares adds 
stories of Iraqi 
casualties to Eyes 
Wide Open exhibit.

Eyes Wide Open 
grows too big for 
national touring, 
becomes 48 state 
exhibits.

National Guard  
boots added  
to state exhibits.

Cost of War shows 
budget trade-offs.  
One day of Iraq war  
= $720,000,000.

Video viewed by 
more than 400,000 
people.

One Minute for 
Peace shows military 
spends $1.9 million 
per minute and takes 
up more than half 
of the discretionary 
budget.

If I Had a Trillion 
Dollars contest held. 
Young people submit 
videos showing what 
they think better 
uses of war spending 
would be.

Windows and Mirrors 
uses art and Afghan 
children’s drawings to 
show cost of war.

Major peace events that 
afSc helped produce

Iraq Peace Pledge 
gathers tens of 
thousands of signa-
tures. First AFSC 
online advocacy.

Hosted Quaker 
delegations to Iraq.

Petition to the  
United Nations.

Major rallies held to 
show leaders that 
many want peace, 
not war, with Iraq.

Hundreds of 
thousands join AFSC 
and peace groups to 
call for peace after 
the 1000th US troop 
dies. Major public 
events also held on 
the war’s anniversary 
each year.

Hundreds of events 
and vigils call for an 
end to war as the 
2000th US troop 
dies in Iraq.

Friends for Peace 
signs displayed in 
home and store 
windows and in 
photos on web  
site.

January vigils in more 
than 600 locations 
commemorate the 
3000th military death 
in Iraq.

Faith groups gather 
for peace service at 
National Cathedral.

AFSC hosts Iraqi 
Parliamentarians in 
DC, sponsors first 
direct meetings  
with Congress.

AFSC delivers 
Roadmap for Peace, 
foreign policy 
recommendations, 
to incoming Obama 
administration.

Postcards to 
Obama launched on 
Facebook to end war 
in Afghanistan.

1000th military 
death in Afghanistan 
commemorated with 
peace events.

Work in afghanistan AFSC begins 
presence in Kabul. School building begins. AFSC built 11 schools, bought supplies and supported faculty members in    the next few years, as well as facilitated trauma healing programs.

US casualties from icasualties.org. From the National Priorities Project and the Center for Defense.

The Human face of War
The tenth anniversary of September 11, 2001 brought media coverage of those searing events, somber 

memorial services, and time for personal reflection. as a Quaker organization dedicated to building peace  

in the world, afSc has assembled a chart of our responses to 9/11, to the looming invasion of Iraq, and to  

the ongoing war in afghanistan. We continue to bring to public attention the high human cost of war, the  

inequities and needs of our neighbors in the United States, and the goal of realigning spending priorities  

so that those needs prevail over war and defense.  
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BY JIWAY TUNG

Living in Indonesia – a majority 
Muslim country – has provided 
an interesting window on U.S. 
culture and U.S. policy over the 

last decade. After the disaster of 9/11 
there was sympathy, but I was also amazed 
at how quickly conspiracy theories took 
over, even in the mainstream media, and 
how many people told me that “of course, 
the Jews didn’t go to work at the World 
Trade Center that day.” The wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq sharpened the sense 
that the U.S. applies a double standard 
to Muslim countries and is motivated 
much more by greed for oil rather than 
the lofty rhetoric of democracy. Extrem-
ist organizations with the goal of a South-
east Asian Islamic caliphate have used the 
perception of unfairness to mobilize their 
base, to capture attention for their causes, 
and to gain broader legitimacy in the  
public discourse.
 While I have not observed widespread 
or overt hostility towards the U.S., there 
is a great deal of suspicion. This doesn’t 
come only from recent events. Civil  
society and religious organizations are 
keenly aware of the CIA role in the “anti-
communist” coup that brought President 
Suharto to power in Indonesia and kept 
him there for three decades. Suharto’s 
New Order government used the armed 
forces and state bureaucracy along with 
extrajudicial violence to suppress dissent 
and silence opposition. Corruption, col-
lusion, and nepotism were so common as 
to become the acronym “CCN,” used to 
signify the regime’s way of operating.
 When meeting new people, those of 
us who represent AFSC must first deal 
with the “American” in the organization’s 
name. People want to know about our 
funding, our associations, and our mo-
tives for being in Indonesia.
 We explain our history and our work 
in the U.S. and around the world, and 

we make very clear that the Service Com-
mittee does not accept foreign aid fund-
ing from the U.S. government and thus 
is not under those kinds of restraints. 
Sharing our Quaker identity is equally 
challenging. Extremist Muslim move-
ments in Indonesia have very success- 
fully mobilized around suspicions of 
“Christianization.” We try to explain, and 
to demonstrate through our work, the 
basic Quaker values of simplicity, truth-
telling, equality, community, and peace.
 In Indonesia, our identity as peace-
builders shapes our relationship with gov-
ernments and with partner agencies. That 
identity informs where we work and what 
we work on. AFSC’s program in Indone-
sia began during inter-religious violence 
in the late 1990s.  Since then, and par-
ticularly in our youth work, AFSC pro-
grams have supported and celebrated the 
richness of a country founded on the 
principle of “Unity in Diversity.”
 Now we are witnessing an increase in 
communal tensions, fed by extremists 
committed to asserting Islam as the basic 
identity of the nation. Political pressure 
and attacks have escalated over the past 
year on Christians and on Muslim “her-
etics,” including those who talk about 
tolerance and accepting non-Muslims on 
an equal footing. Public schools are being 
pressured to segregate their populations 

The United States at War
an International Perspective

by faith and by sex. And some protests 
have been mounting to prevent the build-
ing of places of worship.
 U.S. actions potentially feed this 
movement. When U.S. politicians or in-
dividuals insult or discriminate against 
American Muslims, this intolerance rein-
forces Indonesian hardliners’ contention 
that Islam is under siege from the West. 
When AFSC Indonesia works with part-
ners on these issues, we approach them 
from a spirit of identification, demon-
strating that, as an organization, AFSC 
also struggles with the dynamics of big-
otry and intolerance in our own country. 
We believe that democracy should protect 
and embrace diversity, regardless of reli-
gious and ethnic origin, and that is the 
viewpoint we share with the Indonesians 
we encounter.
 Clearly, a vigorous rejection of reli-
gious intolerance and racism is more im-
portant than ever, not only to fulfill the 
U.S.’s unfulfilled promises of democracy 
and equality for Muslim Americans and 
other minorities, but also because, in the 
aftermath of the Arab Spring revolutions, 
Muslims all over the world are grappling 
with these issues.

Jiway Tung is AFSC’s Country Representative 
in Indonesia.

Participants in 
the Peace Torch 
procession in 
Indonesia.
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Responding to Disasters
Providing resources to Those Most vulnerable

Earthquakes and tornados, fam-
ine and floods are just some of 
natural disasters that afflict 
humankind. Recovery from 

such events can be long, harrowing, and 
costly. Shifting the funds allocated to 
wars, defense, and armaments to recovery 
from natural disasters could ensure a  
return to normal life for survivors. Here 
are recent examples of AFSC’s response 
to natural disasters.
     
Somali refugees in Kenya
Following months of extreme drought 
and years of armed conflict, tens of thou-
sands of Somalis have left their country 
and made the long trek to the Kenyan 
border.  There they join refugees in the 
Dadaab camps which are extremely over-
crowded already.  While the world com-
munity has committed funds to ameliorate 
the plight of the Somali refugees, receiv-
ing the monies can be a long process. 
Meanwhile, urgent needs continue day 
by day. 
 AFSC is responding by providing cash 
grants to these vulnerable groups:
• Young parents (mostly mothers) 

with many dependents, no spouse 
and no means of support;

• The elderly who are ill or who have 
responsibility for grandchildren;

• Orphans who are caring for siblings 
or elderly relatives or sometimes 
both; and,

• The disabled or mentally impaired 
who require special attention to 
meet their basic needs.

An additional aspect of AFSC’s program 
is trauma-healing for Somali refugees who 
have witnessed murders and other hor-
rors, and have suffered deprivation caused 
by famine.  
 Restoring the refugees to health—
both physical and mental—is the main 
goal of AFSC’s program.  Its success will 
strengthen community cohesion and allow 
neighbor to interact with neighbor on an 
equal footing, thus reducing tensions that 

can arise in refugee situations.  This work 
is an extension of AFSC’s commitment 
to building peace in the Horn of Africa, 
as well as its commitment of decades to 
the Somali people.

Exciting Project Under Way in Haiti
Following last year’s devastating earth-
quake, AFSC responded with immediate 
aid, followed by year-long pilot projects 

viable skills. AFSC views the large youth 
population of Haiti as a huge resource that 
can be harnessed for progress and positive 
social change in their country. 

famine Hits North Korea
When North Korea experienced famine 
in the mid-1990s, AFSC responded with 
both immediate aid and a program to  
address chronic food shortages. Since 

Somali refugees at Dadaab camp queue for water from a tank that serves the population.

that trained young people to produce  
solar lamps and supported security teams 
in encampments with appropriate equip-
ment. This fall, AFSC launched a new 
pilot initiative in a school that goes from 
kindergarten to 8th grade.  
 The St. Charles Boromeo school ad-
ministration asked AFSC to help them 
transform their educational community.  
The school will continue with its core 
curriculum, but with the help of AFSC, 
students also will learn about conflict 
resolution and how to handle violence in 
their own lives. They’ll be taught leader-
ship skills and encouraged to use their 
abilities to bring transformative change in 
their homes, in the school, and in their 
community. 
 Because attending school is intermit-
tent for many students, eighth graders of-
ten are 17 or 18. For them, the AFSC 
project will introduce job training to teach 

then, four cooperative farms, serving 
3,400 families, have worked with AFSC 
to adopt sustainable farming methods 
and improve yields.  
 Now, in the wake of an unusually cold 
winter, early spring drought, and summer 
typhoons, North Korea is facing its worst 
food shortage in 15 years and government 
rations have been steadily reduced, with 
the main cereal harvest still months away.  
If the fall harvest fails, widespread famine 
could affect as many as six million people.  
At their request, AFSC is providing food 
to our partner farms to sustain them un-
til the next harvest. 

Recovery from such 
events can be long,  

harrowing, and costly.
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California Prison Hunger 
Strike

After nearly three weeks, the prisoners in 
the solitary confinement unit at Califor-
nia’s Pelican Bay State Prison ended their 
hunger strike on July 21. Corrections of-
ficials made some immediate concessions, 
prompting the inmates to break their fasts 
and begin work on long-term changes. 
Mediators for the strike leaders say the 
men extend their deepest thanks to sup-
porters outside and credit that support 
with this success.
 Laura Magnani, who directs AFSC’s 
programs in Northern California, is one 
of the inmate-chosen mediators for the 
Pelican Bay hunger strikers. This appoint-
ment follows her many years working to 
improve prison conditions. She has called 
isolation units “so dehumanizing, it’s  
almost unimaginable,” describing near-
constant noise and frequent actions by 
guards who barge into cells and hog-tie 
prisoners. Laura and the other inmate 
advocates will monitor the corrections 
department in the months ahead to make 
sure it meets the prisoners’ core demands.
 N O T E :  Just before going to press, 
the Pelican Bay hunger strike resumed. 
Laura Magnani said, “What other  
avenues do prisoners have? We call on 
Califor-nia to move quickly to address 
the problems of solitary confinement in 
the state’s prisons.”

Immigrant Services  
Provided in Iowa

Iowa is a long way from Somalia or Viet-
nam or even El Salvador. Yet on Tuesday 
afternoons at Friends House in Des 
Moines, “walk-ins” from a number of dis-
tant lands arrive at AFSC for low-cost 
immigration legal services. Others come 
by appointment throughout the week for 
needs such as applying for a green card 
or citizenship, or bringing a family mem-
ber to join them in the U.S.

 According to Jody Mashek, who directs 
the legal services program, AFSC assists 
nearly 1,000 people from over 50 coun-
tries each year. “While different in many 
ways, their stories are always compelling,” 
Jody says. “They reflect an amazing 
amount of endurance and hope in the 
face of huge challenges.”

grants, Sara Crippen served as a bilingual 
receptionist during walk-in hours, and 
Mara Davidson helped AFSC Iowa ramp 
up its social media presence.

New Resource for  
Immigrants Published

The immigrant rights program in Greens-
boro, North Carolina, recently published 
a “Know Your Rights” booklet.  AFSC 
staff Lori Fernald Khamala consulted 
with other organizations and collaborated 
with Eric Jonas (who drew the graphic 
illustrations) on the updated text. The 
booklet is in Spanish and describes im-
migrant rights at home, in the car, at 
work, and in detention, providing an  
excellent resource for immigrants across 
the state.  Plans are to publish the mate-
rial in English, too.  In other locales, such 
as Newark, New Jersey, AFSC has pro-
vided “Know Your Rights” workshops 
and printed information for immigrants.

News from around AFSC

Stories of Hope & Inspiration

From left, “Angela,” a client of AFSC’s immigrant legal services program in Des Moines, with 
AFSC interns Sara Crippen and Mara Davidson. Originally from El Salvador, “Angela” came to 
AFSC seeking help with a travel document she needed in order to visit her ailing parents.

 This spring, two college interns at 
AFSC interviewed a number of clients 
and posted their stories online: http://afsc.
org/resource/immigrants-tell-their-stories-
iowa. Along with interviewing immi-

“Their stories reflect  
an amazing amount  

of endurance and hope  
in the face of huge  

challenges.”
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BY LUCY DUNCAN

From their origins as a swap table 
in the late 1960s, the “Recycle 
Sales” which benefit AFSC have 
grown through a “tangled web 

of connections and efforts,” according to 
Beth Binford.  Beth, the spiritual engine 
behind the sales, retired from AFSC in 
1994 and has been leading the effort ever 
since. The sales are made possible by ded-
icated volunteers, many of whom have 

from the Near East (circa 4,000 BC), an 
armadillo’s shell shaped like a basket, and 
even levels for field canons—the tools of 
war being sold to support efforts for peace.
 Beth has suggestions for any Quaker 
meeting, church, or other group that would 
like to start its own “flea market” to benefit 
AFSC. “Put together a strong, dedicated 
committee. Make a plan that will work 
for your situation, although we say, ‘Start 
small and let it grow.’” Donors and buyers 
can be drawn from the closest commu-
nity and expand as the sales gain momen-
tum. The members of Gwynedd Meeting 
who volunteer are glad for the outreach 
that the AFSC sales provide.  Customers 
often ask to see the worship space and 
have inquired about the Quaker faith.
 The volunteers clearly enjoy the ex-
perience of working on the Recycle Sales, 
and they appreciate the community they 
have built. As one long-time volunteer 
said, “There’s fun and camaraderie among 
the volunteers that makes the work go 
quickly. As far as we can tell, there is no 
downside!” Indeed, the upside is funds 
for the Service Committee—and a unique 
group of folks willing to give their time 
to a great project.

Lucy Duncan is Friends Liaison for AFSC 
and writes a blog for interested readers at 
www.afsc.org/friends.

Going Green
recycle Sales Benefit afSc

for readers in the 
Philadelphia area, the 

Holiday recycle Sale to 
benefit afSc will be held 

at gwynedd friends 
Meeting on Saturday, 

December 3 at 9:00am.

You are welcome to come 
hunt for treasures for 

yourself or your gift list.

AFSC’s Windows and Mirrors: 
Reflections on the War in Afghan-
istan continues to stir audiences 
as it travels around the country. 
The exhibit memorializes Afghan 
civilian casualties and includes 
more than 45 large-scale paint-
ings by artists from all over the 
country.  It also presents haunt-
ing images drawn by Afghan high 
school students. Windows and 
Mirrors will be presented in the 
following locations.  Please check 
AFSC’s website www.afsc.org for 
updates, as additional venues 
may be added.
 
2011
• San Francisco, CA: Oct. 4–31
• Albany, NY: Oct. 13–Nov. 13
• Kansas City, MO: Nov. 12– 

Dec. 31
• lexington, KY: Nov. 18–25
• Cape Cod, MA: Dec. 1–31

2012
• Cambridge, MA: Jan. 1–31
• Charleston, WV: Jan. 1–27
• Medford, NJ: Mar. 2–19
• Albuquerque, NM: Mar. 27–

Apr. 30
• Wilmington, OH: Apr. 2–Jun. 29

Windows & MirrorsRecycle Sales build  
community and fund  

AFSC programs.

been involved with the operation for 
more than 20 years.  Beth says the sales, 
hosted at Gwynedd Friends Meeting in 
Pennsylvania and at area Quaker retire-
ment centers, result in some $20,000 each 
year, with the highest total being $32,000. 
Over the years, more than $500,000 has 
been raised for AFSC programs—an im-
pressive amount by any standard!
 Volunteers host the sales one Saturday 
a month, coming the day before to set up 
and price. People who donate items for 
the sales are motivated by knowing their 
goods are sold to aid a cause they care 
about and by recycling items they no lon-
ger need, instead of sending them to a 
landfill. The offerings include clothes, 
jewelry, housewares, paintings, books, 
linens, electronics, and children’s items.  
The price is right—at just $1.00, except 
for “boutique” items that are marked a 
little higher. The most valuable donations 
are saved for the annual holiday sale in 
December, which has raised as much as 
$10,000 in one day.
 Among the unusual items that have 
passed through volunteers’ hands are a 
handwritten cookbook from 1861, a fur 
corset, a surgeon’s scalpel, carnelian beads 
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Staff picks on war and peace

We asked AFSC staff (and 
some friends) to recom-
mend books that helped 

them understand war and imagine peace. 
They responded with the intriguing 
and eclectic suggestions below. For a 
complete list, including full comments  
and other details, visit www.afsc.org/
recommendations.

IN THE SHaDoW of 9/11

Another World is Possible:  
Conversations in a Time of Terror 
(B. Economopoulos, et al)
“My favorite 9/11 book…love,  
compassion and critical thought in  
the face of tragedy.”
—EISHA MASON, LOS ANGELES, CA

Answering Terror: 
Responses to War 
and Peace After 
9/11/01
(S. Hoover)
“Chronicles the  
profound diversity 
of thought within 
the Quaker commu-
nity in response to 
the attacks…” 
—LUCY DUNCAN, PHILADELPHIA, PA

Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden 
World of Islamic Women
(G. Brooks)
“An excellent book to better understand 
Islam…I recently re-read it and still  
loved it.”
—ERIN POLLEY, INDIANAPOLIS, IN

UNDErSTaNDINg War  
& ITS IMPacT 

All Quiet on the Western Front 
(E.M. Remarque)
“A vivid portrait of the tragic fate of   
the ‘universal soldier’ of all countries   
and all times.”
—TERRY MESSMAN, SAN FRANCISCO, CA; 
also recommended by Maura Tobias, NY, NY

Beirut Blues 
(H. Al-Shaykh)
“Letters from a 
woman torn be-
tween leaving war-
ravaged Beirut and 
staying in the city 
she loves.” 
—PETER LEMS, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA

First they Killed My Father:  
A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers
(L. Ung)
“A moving firsthand description of the 
impact of war from the perspective of a 
child.”
—DENNIS CARLSON, PHILADELPHIA, PA

Hell, Healing and Resistance 
(D. Hallock)
“Veterans tell their tales of participating 
in war—and how they came to resist the 
violence.”
—JANINE SCHWAB, PHILADELPHIA, PA

 
Human Smoke: The Beginnings of 
World War II, the End of Civilization
(N. Baker)
“Uses original sources including diaries 
and private letters to show that WWII 
was not inevitable.”
—MICHAEL MCCONNELL, CHICAGO, IL

Imperial Life in the Emerald City: 
Inside Iraq’s Green Zone
(R. Chandrasekaran)
“A devastating behind-the-scenes account 
of the U.S. figures who ran Iraq after the 
invasion.”
—PETER LEMS, PHILADELPHIA, PA 

A Peace of Africa: Reflections on  
Life in the Great Lakes Region
(D. Zarembka)
“Personal stories and historical narratives 
…from optimism at the time of indepen-
dence to conflict, corruption and wars.”
—LUCY DUNCAN, PHILADELPHIA, PA

The Places in  
Between
(R. Stewart)
“Reflections from a 
walk across Afghan-
istan…snapshots  
of people, culture, 
and war…a great 
introduction to the 
country.”
—PETER LEMS, PHILADELPHIA, PA

A Soldier of the Great War 
(M. Helprin)
“How WWI made a hero, a prisoner,  
a deserter, and a wanderer in the hell  
that claimed Europe.”
—BECKY STEELE, PHILADELPHIA, PA

To End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty 
and Rebellion, 1914–1918 
(A. Hochschild)
“Shows how the escalation of technology 
makes war more and more inhumane.”
—MICHAEL MCCONNELL, CHICAGO, IL

Most of these books 
can be ordered from 
Quakerbooks.org
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The Western Way of War: Infantry 
Battle in Classical Greece 
(V. D. Hanson)
“This gem from my undergraduate studies 
lays out how warfare is untenable and 
morally reprehensible.”
—JANINE SCHWAB, PHILADELPHIA, PA

rESPoNDINg To vIoLENcE/
BUILDINg PEacE

Ancient Ways: Indigenous Healing 
Innovations for the 21st Century
(G. Blanchard)
“Some cultures never go to war—wouldn’t 
it be great if we could learn from them?”
—JON KRIEG, DES MOINES, IA 

Answering the Violence:  
Encounters with Perpetrators
(J. Lampen)
“The controversies, risks, rewards, and 
possible benefits of reaching out in friend-
ship to perpetrators of violence”
—GRAHAM GARNER, PHILADELPHIA, PA 
(FGC-QUAKER BOOKS)

The Book of Embraces 
(E. Galeano)
“An extraordinary series of stories and  
reflections about what it is to be human.”
—JOSEPH GERSON, CAMBRIDGE, MA

The Moral Imagination:  
The Art and Soul of Building Peace
(J. P. Lederach)
“An inspiration to my work…a very 
practical application of peace-building  
for highly violent areas.”
—IVAN MONZON, GUATEMALA CITY, 

GUATEMALA

 
The Nonviolent 
Cross 
(J. W. Douglass)
“One of the finest 
books ever written 
on nonviolent resis-
tance to war and 
militarism.”
—TERRY MESSMAN, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Professor Tony Bing, former chair of Peace and global Studies  
at Earlham college, who has served on afSc’s Nobel Peace Prize 
Nominating committee, offered these suggestions:

The Things They Carried (T. O’Brien)
“stories of U.S. soldiers in the Vietnam War…a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize”

Birdsong (S. Faulks )
“an unparalleled portrait of the madness of conflict”

The Last of the Just (A. Schwarz-Bart)
“a vivid description of the fate of French Jews during WWII”

Gravity’s Rainbow (T. Pynchon)
“widely acclaimed as the best war novel of all time”

The Regeneration Triology (P. Barker)
“an overwhelming sense of the waste that war brings”

In a poll on afSc’s facebook page, the top choices were:

1. A People’s History of the U.S. (H. Zinn)
2. Slaughterhouse Five (K. Vonnegut)
3. War Is a Racket (S. Butler)
4. Empire of Illusion (C. Hedges)

Nonviolent Social Movements
(S. Zunes, et al)
“Valuable stories about the power of  
people and the alternatives to violence.”
—AMAL SABAWI, GAZA, PALESTINE

Peacemaking Circles and Urban 
Youth: Bringing Justice Home 
(C. Boyes-Watson)
“Practical advice on how to build peace  
among marginalized urban youth.”
—JORGE LAFFITTE, FORTALEZA-CEARA, 
BRAZIL

 
The Power of the People: Active  
Nonviolence in the United States 
(R. Cooney /H. Michalowski)
“Helped me identify with generations  
of people who took courageous stands 
against war and oppression.”
—ARNIE ALPERT, CONCORD, NH

 
Waging Non- 
violent Struggle
(G. Sharp)
“Informative and 
inspirational in  
understanding the 
history and strategies 
of nonviolent  
actions.”
—GREG COLERIDGE, AKRON, OH  
(ALSO AMAL SABAWI, GAZA, PALESTINE)

 
When Blood and Bones Cry Out: 
Journeys Through the Soundscape  
of Reconciliation and Healing 
(J. P. and A. J. Lederach)
“As a storyteller, I’m excited to see this new 
book about how communities can recover 
and reconnect by making music and  
telling their stories.”
—LUCY DUNCAN, PHILADELPHIA, PA

Collected and edited by Tony Heriza  
and Peter Lems.



Who we are
The American Friends Service Com-
mittee (AFSC) is a Quaker organiza-
tion that includes people of various 
faiths who are committed to social 
justice, peace, and humanitarian 
service. Its work is based on the  
belief in the worth of every person 
and faith in the power of love to  
overcome violence and injustice.
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To learn more 
about including AFSC 

in your estate plan,
call our Gift Planning 
Office in Philadelphia 

toll free at
1-888-588-2372, 

or visit our website at:
www.afsc.org/
giftplanning

AFSC values bequests,
large and small.

I give to the American Friends
Service Committee, 1501 Cherry
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102
$_____ (or _____% of the rest
of my estate) to be used for its

general purposes.

One sentence in your will can help promote
AFSC work and Quaker values:


