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Letter from Mary Ellen 

Preserving AFSC's legacy 

I
n the previous issue of Quaker Action, I wrote about AFSC's belt-tighten
ing in these challenging times. During the past several months, we've 
taken many steps to ensure that our financial underpinnings are sound 
and that we can continue our resilient and effective programs. 

However, while we are hopeful for the future, I sorrowfully relay that the 
economic crisis has forced us to make drastic cuts in expenses, close several 
offices in the U.S. and internationally, and layoff staff. These very difficult 
steps should ensure that sufficient resources will be available to carry out our 
mission against the culture of violence and for the promotion of peace, justice, 

and human dignity. 
It is hard to see talented and valued colleagues go. AFSC staff have left an indelible mark on 

communities where they work, finding ways to bring people together to replace violence with 

dialogue as a way to resolve tensions, helping folks project their voices for fair and dignified 
treatment, and speaking truth to the powers-that-be. 

Together, those who are staying and those who are leaving the Service Committee have 
created a lasting legacy. With a smaller organization on a sure financial footing, we can contin
ue to build on that legacy. I will update you on our progress in the next issue. 

I treasure working alongside people who are deeply passionate 
about peace and justice. AFSC's work is a testimony to the notion 
that when people treat each other with respect and fairness, peace is 
possible and the cycles of violence, prejudice, and discrimination 
can be broken. Seeing them in action is energizing and nourishes 

the soul. 

West Virginia 

In this issue of Quaker Action, you can learn more about AFSC's Mexico City 

work growing community spirit through a gardening project in 
u Baltimore (page 3), bridging differences in Mexico City to reduce youth violence (page 5), 
• ,g and helping reunite a family divided by national borders (page 6). 
~ C 
.l' I hope that the stories in this magazine energize you as well. Thank you ior making all our 
! work possible, and we look forward to your continuing commitment and support. 

Baltimore 

On the cover 

2 

Every holiday season, AFSC's Gifts with Heart & Hope give you a chance to honor your family and friends with 

the gift of peace when you support AFSC's programs. For every contribution of $35, you get a card with artwork 
commissioned by AFSC. Artist Julie Paschkis contributed this year's peace-themed card, an original paper cut. 

In addition to making a donation that supports all of AFSC's work, you can choose from five contribution funds: 

Expanding economic opportunities * Alleviating hunger 

* Building peace * Crisis recovery * Youth engagement 

With diverse programs around the world, these funds allow us to put your gifts where they are needed most. 

For more information, call toll-free 888-588-2372, ext. 1, or go online to afsc.org/hope. 
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BY LAURIE CREASY 

E
ast Baltimore's Rose Street 

isn't a place you'd expect to 

find a garden. The people 

who live in the McElderry 

Park neighborhood are hard put to 

survive, let alone thrive. 

''I've worked for a decade in a 

number of poor neighborhoods," says 

Gary Gillespie, director of the AFSC

Baltimore Urban Peace Program. "This 

is one of the most damaged." 

But the members of Amazing Grace 

Lutheran Church are not ready to quit, 

despite the fact that one person was 

recently shot and killed outside the 

church's office. They'd had success with 

their Amazing Port Street Garden-a 

green space with a mural, a labyrinth, 

and a peace pole. 

Now, the Amazing Rose Street Gar

den-with the care of enthusiastic volun

teers, community groups, and help from 

the American Friends Service 

Committee (AFSC)-also is flourishing. 

At the request of the pastor of 
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Baltimore garden brings a 
community together 

Amazing Grace, Gary helped church 

members with community outreach 

activities, and they learned that resi

dents wanted greenery and a park-like 

area. 

Last winter, the members of Amaz

ing Grace decided to revive a nearby 

community vegetable garden that had 

been abandoned. They'd use it to build 

peace one tomato at a time. 

Enter Jessie B. Scott, 73, president of 

the church council, community leader, 

AmeriCorps worker, and in training to 

become a Master Gardener. She found 

the cabbage from the previous garden 

infested with harlequin bugs, which 

meant every plant had to be pulled out. 

Then, over the winter, she started let

tuce and tomato seedlings. She had 

enough for the new garden plus some 

to give away to other community gar

dens in the area. 

A Quaker nursery owner was asked 

to support the. project by donating 

sedge grasses. Next summer, Jessie will 

teach volunteers to turn the dried sedge 

into brooms that can be sold in bou

tiques. 

Graduate students at nearby Johns 

Hopkins University have adopted the 

project, Gary says. So far, the garden 

has produced tomatoes, lettuce, 

turnips, mustard greens, radishes, 

cabbage, bell and jalapeno peppers, as 

(left) Young volunteer tends the garden. 

well as cherries, apples, and a crowd of 

sunflowers that are part of a bird 

sanctuary. 

"It's just a thrill working in the 

garden," Jessie says. 

The Amazing Rose Street Garden 

already has a success story: its cherry 

crop. Some went to the food pantry; 

youth at the church sold part of the 

crop to raise money for a trip to New 

Orleans; and some were used for a huge 

cherry cobbler served at a fundraising 

dinner. 

But as much progress as they've 

made, it's still far from Eden. Volun

teers' biggest finds when they work in 

the garden: liquor bottles and needles. 

It also will take time to enrich the 

soil, build a compost pile, and create a 

co-op that will reward residents of the 

community who work in the garden. 

It's worth the effort, Gary says. "It 

builds a real community that doesn't 

exist right now." 

And there's a more immediate 

benefit, too. "Everything tastes better 

fresh from the garden," Jessie says

including the two tomatoes she had for 

her morning snack. 

Find out more online at afsc.org/ 

quaker-action. 

Laurie Creasy is AFSC's web editor and a 

contributing editor to Quaker Action. 
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U.S. NEWS BRIEFS 

DeKalb County, Ga., rethinks military school 

The high-school dropout rate in DeKalb 

County, Georgia, is alarming. So when 

the U.S. Marine Corps offered the coun

ty a high school that it promised would 

turn out disciplined, brilliant math and 

science students, interest was high. 

But Tim Franzen wasn't so sure. "I'd 

heard a lot about similar schools in Chi

cago, and it seemed clear that the 

schools did not have a strong track re

cord there," says Tim, director of AFSC's 

peacebuilding program in Atlanta. 

He was right, and the school board put 

the matter on hold this past spring. 

Their decision was influenced by a vig

orous community campaign and 

Look what 
love can 
do in West 
Virginia 

research Tim conducted with volun

teers from the ACLU, a local magnet 

art school, and several Georgia 

veterans groups. They discovered 

that the statistics for the Chicago 

schools didn't support the Marine 

Corps' claims about academic 

performance. 

"The only way they were outperform

ing the nearby schools was in spend

ing," he says. 

Tim and the volunteers working with 

him vow to keep a presence at board 

meetings and to press for options-

1 i ke arts schools-for DeKalb's 

families. 

Clinton Pettus at the dedication ceremony. 

"Look what people can do when they Logan County Improvement League. 

join hands, when they stand shoulder The project was inspired in response 

to shoulder and work together and do to the 2007 attack on Megan Wil-

so in a loving and kind way." Iiams, a young black woman who was 

held captive, raped, and tortured by 
Thus Clinton Pettus, AFSC's deputy gen- six white people in Logan County. 
eral secretary for programs, spoke to 

all who attended the July 25 dedication 

of a house in Logan County, West Vir

ginia, that volunteers built for two dis

abled sisters, Zett Coleman and Linda 

Cowan. 

The dedication of The House that Love 

"We felt it was important to show the 

world that while some people engage 

in behaviors we don't like, it is also 

important to let people put some en

ergy into something constructive," 

Clinton said. 

Built was the culmination of a two-year Read the full story and watch a slide-

project sponsored by AFSC's Appala- show of the house being built at afsc. 

chian Center for Equality (ACE) and the org/quaker-action. 
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The power of 
compassion and art 
When Muhammadi Zuhal Karamanli 

came to the United States 10 years ago, 

she turned to AFSC for legal help on 

immigration issues. At the time, she 

had a newborn baby and was living in 

a domestic violence women's shelter 

with no money or family. 

Last year, when AFSC-Los Angeles 

announced plans to stage "Colors of 

the Arab World," an exhibit of Arab and 

Arab-influenced artists, Muhammadi 

heard about the show through friends 

and happily reconnected with AFSC by 

offering her work. 

"AFSC was very helpful and compas

sionate," Muhammadi says. "I want oth

ers to understand how important it is 

for me to be part of this show 10 years 

later." 

The show highlights the artistic inter

pretations of the region's rich cultures, 

diverse peoples, and continued strug

gle for peace amid historic conflicts. 

Muhammadi's art pieces explore wom

en's roles in Arab countries and the 

Islamic religion. 

"The response, especially from the Arab 

community, is that they're overjoyed to 

have a place where their art and culture 

are being recognized," says Elizabeth 

Chey, AFSC Pacific Southwest regional 

development and outreach associate, 

and one of the show's curators. 

Get more information at afsc.org/ 
quaker-action. 

Design by Muhammadi Zuhal Karamanli 
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Project participants build a play center for a local school. 

In the Miravalle neighborhood of 

Mexico City, violence is common and 

often the result of turf wars among 

groups of young people who lack con-

fiti contest and a street circus. 

Oscar is one participant who credits 

the project with turning his life around. 

He says that, before the project, he 

structive opportunities. used drugs and got drunk every Friday 

A new project on conflict mediation night. However, since some of the proj-

is working to change all this. Coordinat- ect 's activities take place on Friday 

ed by AFSC and the Alianza Civica (Civ- nights, he now needs to "stay awake 

ic Alliance), a Mexican nongovernmental and lucid." 

organization , the project aims to turn This kind of profound change gives 

juveniles from violence to constructive 

paths. 

About 40 young people, ages 17 to 

23, are involved. They coordinate dia

logues among youth in the area and with 

local police and authorities. There also 

are workshops on various topics and 

trust-building activities such as a graf-

Galdina Macedo Castrejon, a resident 

of Miravalle who volunteers with the 

project, a sense of hope. 

"We need to educate the next gen

eration on the positive possibilities for 

their lives," she says. 

Watch a YouTube video about the 

project at afsc.org/quaker-action. 

Gaza: Youth lead 
home repair effort 

Many homes in the Gaza Strip cities 

of Beit Lahia, Jabaliyeh, Rafah, and 

Khan Younis still have extensive dam

age from the bombings and assaults 

that took place from December 2008 

into January. With a poor economy and 

high costs, families often don't have 

the means to make their own repairs. 

In response, AFSC and its local part

ner, YouthBank, trained young volun

teers to assess and select families 

who could benefit from small-scale 

home repairs. Thirty families were 

chosen for home repair at $600 per 

house. 

Ten young engineers and other 

skilled youth each received a $100 sti

pend to carry out the work. 

The project is an extension of AFSC's 

comprehensive program for Palestin

ian youth. As program director Amal 

Sawabi says, "We want to remove our 

young people from the circle of vio

lence. Providing constructive outlets 

lets them see positive results quickly." 

One small school, one big change 

Photos (top to bottom): The former 
"tent school" for girls; construction 
in progress; new desks 

~er Action 

BY JUDITH STIEHM 

Dismayed by the previous administra
tion's war-making, I began to ask "What can 
I personally do which will benefit people in 
a country under attack by my military?" 

Once I concluded that the education of 
girls would certainly be beneficial , my goal 
became clear: I wanted to help build a pri
mary school for girls. 

I was delighted to find that AFSC had built 
several rural schools in Afghanistan. If I could 
raise $50,000 it would support their build
ing a school in a remote area. 

I created a PowerPoint presentation and 
sent it to most of my email list. I also talked 
about the school and the need for funds at 
every professional and social event I attend
ed. Abington Quarterly Meeting, Medford 

Meeting, and Carolina Friends School also 
have supported schools in Afghanistan. 

A year later I was able to send photos of 
the new school in the Baj Gah region of 
Afghanistan to the many donors and to report 
that classes were in progress. 

The buildings, equipment, and teacher 
training programs have provided vital educa
tional resources which we in the U.S. often 
take for granted. 

Judith Stiehm is a professor of political 
science at Florida International University 
in Miami. 

Read the full story online at afsc.org/ 
quaker-action. 
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Finally, a safe haven in New Jersey 

I
n the mid-1990s, after years of enduring extreme domestic 

abuse, Diana's situation went from bad to worse

she was shot in the chest by one of her abusers. 

Diana (not her real name) recovered, and fearing for her 

life, she fled her native Honduras with the youngest of her 

seven children. 

Given her history of abuse, Diana could have filed for asy

lum during her years in the United States. However, many in

dividuals fleeing societal harm such as domestic violence, hate 

crimes, child abuse, human trafficking, and forced gang recruit

ment do not think about asylum as an option. 

The lack of information regarding asylum combined with AFSC-Newark staff helped with Diana's case. 

limited affordable or free immigration legal services means that 

many immigrants miss the law's one-year filing deadline. Such 

cases also face legal hurdles, since the asylum protections for 

individuals like Diana are still uncertain. 

"We explained to the judge that Diana did not knowingly 

miss the deadline, and he accepted her application," says Dan

ielle Bolden, a staff attorney with AFSC's Immigrant Rights 

program in Newark, New Jersey, who took on the case in 2006. 

Diana's complex case dragged on for three years. During 

that time, staff and interns in the Newark office provided pro 

bono legal representation before the immigration court; 

arranged for Diana to receive a forensic medical evaluation with 

a volunteer doctor to confirm that her bullet wounds were not 

self-inflicted; arranged for a psychological evaluation by a bi

lingual psychologist experienced in abuse cases; and researched 

and wrote reports for the court on conditions in Honduras 

around issues of domestic abuse and police corruption. 

This past July, the case finally had a happy ending: Diana 

and her children were granted asylum. 

Hopefully, Diana's case marks the wave of the future. The 

same week Diana received asylum, the Department of Home

land Security clarified that in certain cases domestic violence 

survivors warrant asylum protection. 

Diana says that she is "very happy and content" about the 

positive outcome of her case. And, she says, she finally feels 

safe. 

Read more about the immigrant rights work in Newark at 
afsc.org/q ua ker-action. 

Happy endings 

The Madit family with AFSC staffer 

Jody Mashek. 

Last year, the summer issue of Quaker Action featured the story of the 

Madit family. Michael Mad it, a U.S. citizen originally from Sudan and now 

living with his family in Des Moines, Iowa, had been trying for years to bring 

his mother, Abuk, to the U.S. 

The two were separated in 1987 when Michael was taken, along with 

other children, to Kenya to escape war and violence in his home country. He 

was seven at the time. 

This past June, Abuk Mad it landed at the airport in Des Moines. After 22 

years, she was reunited with her son and that evening she met her daughter

in-law, Elizabeth, and her three grandchildren for the first time. 

Staff in AFSC's Immigrants Voice Program in Des Moines helped make 

the reunion possible by working with the family to navigate the bureaucracy of U.S. immigration laws and policies. 

It was a long and tedious journey, one that most of us cannot begin to imagine, but perseverance and luck com

bined to produce the best result possible: a happy ending. 

Read the full story at afsc.org/ quaker-action. 
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Two books challenge assumptions about war and peace 

BY RACHAEL KAMEL 

What types of interventions in world affairs are most likely In the end, Baker offers an array of 

to lead toward peace? This question, always complex, has intriguing "what-ifs"-a thought 

grown increasingly troubled, so that even long-time peace 

advocates now may find it difficult to agree on an answer. 

Adding to the debate, two recent books offer thoughtful 

yet challenging views on many underlying questions of 

war and peace. 

Human Smoke: The Beginnings of World War II, the End of 

Civilization (Simon & Schuster, 2008), by novelist and avowed 

uman 

Smoke 
• ~ I 

Nicholson Baker 

pacifist Nicholson Baker, 

questions much of the 

perceived wisdom of World 

War II , the so-called "Good 

War." 

Saviors and Survivors: 

Darfur, Politics, and the 

War on Terror (Pantheon 

Books, 2009), by Columbia 

professor Mahmood 

Mamdani, raises unsettling 

experiment that is rendered even 

more engaging for Quaker readers 

by the prominence he accords to the 

efforts of Clarence Pickett and Rufus 

Jones, legendary leaders of the 

AFSC, to urge peaceful solutions on 

unwilling ears. 

While Baker's work revisits a war 

that lies more than 60 years in the 

past, Mamdani urges another look 

at a conflict that is still unfolding. 

A brief opening section of Saviors 

SAVIORS and 

SURVIVORS 

and Survivors focuses on the U.S.-based movement prompted by 

the civil war that emerged in 2003 in Darfur, the westernmost 

province of Sudan. It is followed by five richly detailed chapters on 

the history of Sudan (including Darfur), from the 1700s up to the 

present. 

Mamdani's account provides a complex vantage point from which 

his readers can grasp contrasting histories of Sudan, with stunningly 

different implications. 

He makes a compelling case that the conventional Anglo-American 
questions about the reading of Darfur's history operates as an implicit argument for war 

ultimate purposes and likely outcomes of the movement to "save" (th is time in the up-to-date vocabulary of "human ita ria n 

Darfur, which Mamdani describes as the largest and most effective intervention "), while his postcolonial African reading lifts up 

mobilization of U.S. citizens since the massive public opposition to innumerable possibilities of reconciliation. 
the Vietnam War. 

When Human Smoke was published last year, it sparked furious 

debates in many of the country's leading opinion journals. Some 

commentators critiqued Baker's impressionistic and rather 

meditative style, arguing that his carefully documented work was 

not really a "history." 

A careful reading of the debate, however, suggests that Baker's real 

offense was to undermine the conventional reading of World War II 

as a morality tale, with Allied leaders depicted as brave heroes and 

their opponents in the Axis as war-mongering demons. 

Baker, by contrast, assembles a wealth of evidence suggesting that 

both British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and U.S. President 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt preferentially chose to brandish their 

countries' military might rather than explore less violent alternatives 

at countless junctures. 

Q__uaker Action 

Which path will the world follow? It all depends, according to 

Mamdani, on the choice between "victors' justice," as modeled in 

the Nuremburg trials, or "survivors' justice," modeled by post

apartheid South Africa. 

In the end, both authors challenge us to see how the tacit 

assumptions and national myths of U.S. society shape what we 

see-and what we miss. In the process, both books go a long way 

toward unsettling the morality tales that we accept too often as 

history. 

Human Smoke and Saviors and Survivors are not available 

from AFSC. However, they can be found at many online and 

traditional bookstores. 

Rachael Kamel is a senior researcher based in AFSC's 

Philadelphia office. 
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Issues you care about. 
Quick Response to global crises. 
Principled Action for peace. 

USA 

Until December 31, 2009, if you are 70112 or older, you can make a 
contribution to AFSC directly from your Individual Retirement Account 
with no adverse tax consequences. 

Please get in touch with AFSC for more information. We're ready to turn 
your IRA gift into action! 

Call toll-free 1-888-588-2372, ext. 3 for help 
or email GiftPlanning@afsc.org. 

Office of Gift Planning 1501 Cherry Street • Philadelphia, PA 19102-1403 
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The global economic crisis 

continues to affect us all. On page 

2 , AFSC General Secretary Mary 

Ellen McNish explains recent steps 

the organization has taken to 

ensure that it weathers the 

financial storm. These lean times 

have not diminished the quality or 

impact of AFSC 's work, as you'll 

see in this issue of Quaker Action. 

From a Baltimore garden that's 

bringing together an economically 

distressed neighborhood (page 3) 

to inspiring work with youth in 

Mexico City (page 5), AFSC's 

presence in communities 

worldwide is helping people change 

their lives. 

While our resources are stretched, 

our commitment to peace, justice, 

and human dignity is unwavering. 

Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Great Lakes Region Pacific Mountain Region 
637 S. Dearborn, 3rd Fl. 65 Ninth Street 

Chicago, IL 60605 San Francisco, CA 94103 

Central Region Pacific Northwest Region 

4211 Grand Avenue 814 N.E. 40th Street 

Des Moines, IA 50312 Seattle, WA 98105 

NY Metropolitan Region Pacific Southwest Region 

15 Rutherford Place 634 S. Spring Street, 3rd Fl. 

New York, NY 10003 Los Angeles, CA 90014 


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

