


What's new 
on afsc.org 

Cost of War 
The Iraq war costs U.S. taxpayers 
$720 million per day. Watch the 
new movie and spread the word to 
sign our petition to defund the war 
and refund human needs in the 
U.S. 

www.afsc.org/cost 

Immigration stories 
Watch and listen to audio slideshows in 
which two people share how current U.S. 
immigration policy has affected their lives. 

www.afsc.org/immigrants-rights/ 
stories.htm 

AFSC store 
Shop with your conscience 
and support AFSC. Our new 
online store features 
books, videos, magazines, 
and AFSC gear. 

store.afsc.org 

Share your thoughts 

We'd like to know what you think of this 

magazine and the work of AFSC. Write to 

us via e-mail at quakeraction@afsc.org 

or send a note to the AFSC national office 

at the address listed in the box below. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

On the cover 
AFSC's new Spirited Engagement campaign 

will help promote peace and human rights 

worldwide. Current examples of that work 

include (clockwise from top left) our 

Cambodia Program, the Mexico Summer 
Project, support for peacebuilding in 

Colombia, and our acclaimed Iraq war 

exhibit, Eyes Wide Open. 

See related stories on pages 4-5 and 10. 

Cover photos: Jim Wasserman; AFSC archives; 
Terry Foss; David Bacon 
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BY MARK GRAHAM 

This past October, as firestorms 

swept through Southern Cali

fornia, half a million people 
fled their homes to the safety of evacu
ation centers. While burning mansions 
made headline news, AFSC reached out 

to the neglected and overlooked farm 

workers who were some of the most 
vulnerable. 

"The culture of fear in San Diego 

County prevented many people from 
seeking shelter," explains Pedro Rios, 

director of AFSC's San Diego office. 
"Rumors were prevalent that the Bor

der Patrol was rounding up and deport
ing people found in the streets and at 
the evacuation centers." 

Those rumors became reality for 

one family, the Santiagos. After spend
ing two nights at Qualcomm Stadium, 
the largest evacuation center in the 

county, the family was detained by 
police and deported by the Border 
Patrol. After the family was detained, 

at least 25 evacuees left the shelter for 
fear of the Border Patrol. AFSC's San 

j Diego staff visited the Santiago family 
after their deportation to Mexico, and 

documented their experience and the 

difficulties they now face. 
To make matters worse for those 

fleeing the fires, witnesses saw San 

Diego police harassing volunteers at the 
evacuation site and asking evacuees to 
present identification. 

In addition to documenting human 
rights abuses by police and federal 

officials, AFSC helped set up a safe 
evacuation center for those without 

papers. Staff and volunteers also reached 
out to farm workers still in the canyons, 

providing water, goggles, eye drops, and 

flashlights. 

• Rumors of abuses by government 

officials are not new among immigrant 
communities in the region. However, 

fears have increased since the Immigra
tion and Customs Enforcement, a 

branch of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, has intensified its 
campaign of nationwide workplace and 

home raids to round up and detain 
undocumented immigrants. AFSC has 

been a witness for human rights along 
the U.S.-Mexico border for more than 
30 years, and has stood with immi

grants against the raids and for a more 

humane immigration policy. 

Pedro and his colleagues have issued 
a report on the human rights situation, 
documenting the culture of fear and 

recommending new actions by law 
enforcement. After issuing the report, 

at the request of the San Diego Police 
Department (SDPD) chief, they met 

with him and the ACLU to discuss how 

the SDPD could improve its emergency 
response protocols in relation to 

migrant communities. 
In the aftermath of the wildfires, 

AFSC staff members have worked with 

the Mexican consulate to identify the 
bodies of some of those lost in the fires 

and to track down people still 
reported missing. Staff members also 

provided new sleeping bags and winter 
clothing for those who lost theirs to the 
ash and smoke of the blazes. Volunteers 

continue to help farm workers and their 
families by providing canned goods. 

Mark Graham is a 

Quaker Action contrib

uting editor. 

Photos: (top) The fires 
rage in Southern 
California; (bottom) AFSC 
relief efforts included 
distribution of masks, 
water, and some food. 
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A campaign 

for the 

American 

Friends 

Service 

Committee 

• I WINTER 2008 I Quaker Action 

0 
n November 3, at the Philadelphia celebration of its 901h 

anniversary, AFSC publicly announced its first-ever com

prehensive campaign. (See related story on page 10.) 

For the past several years, AFSC Board, staff, support

ers, and volunteers have reviewed the Service Committee's history, its 
current program commitments, and its calling for witness as its second 

century of Quaker service approaches. From this widely consultative 
strategic planning process, as well as conversations with many long-term 
supporters, a comprehensive fundraising campaign entitled Spirited 

Engagement emerged. 

Spirited Engagement is a five-year campaign with the ambitious goal 
of raising $200 million to support AFSC's work around the world, 
including $170 million for ongoing work, $15 million for special initia
tives in peacebuilding and human rights, and $15 million to build the 
organization's endowment. 

The "quiet phase" of Spirited Engagement has already raised more 
than 75 percent of the goals for the two special initiatives and the 

endowment-support that has funded some of AFSC's most visible work 
in the past two years. The accompanying photo essay is a small sample 

of what the campaign has made-and will make-possible. 
In coming months we will be reporting more about the campaign's 

progress, the work it is making possible, and how you can help. Thou

sands of lives have already been touched, from young people who have 
received military enlistment counseling to immigrant families in need 
of legal assistance. With your help and that of supporters like you, 

Spirited Engagement will ensure that AFSC continues to put Quaker val
ues in action in communities around the world. 



Supporting practical peacemaking 

Defending human dignity 

A sample of the ways AFSC's Spirited Engagement 

Campaign is already touching lives around the globe. 

Photos: (page 4) Vigil commemorating 
9/ 11 anniversary [Philadelphia] 
(this page, clockwise from above) Cost of 
War campaign [Washington, D.C.]; 
workshop participants in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo; Immigration Advoca
cy Days; Wage Peace campaign support
er; rally for immigrants' rights [Washing

ton, D.C.]. 
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BY MATTHEW LOWEN 

• The first time I heard her tell me 
matter-of-factly that her son would 
probably commit suicide if things didn't 

change, there was little I could say. Her 
son was in long-term solitary confine

ment, was suffering from physical and 
mental health problems due to the con
ditions he was experiencing, and was 

being harassed by the guards for filing 
too many grievances. 

Those of us advocating on behalf of 
prisoners held in supermax (super
maximum security) prison facilities 

hear tales like this far too frequently. 
In May 2007, AFSC's Arizona Area 

Office released Buried Alive: Solitary 

Confinement in Arizona's Prisons and 

Jails. The report helped launch the Stop
Max Arizona Campaign, and is part of 
the broader AFSC-wide StopMax Cam

paign to end the use oflong-term soli
tary confinement and other forms of 
torture in the U.S. 

This important prisoner rights work 
is already taking place across the coun

try in many AFSC offices, and through 
partner organizations and individuals 

collaborating to end solitary 
confinement. 

• Solitary confinement means 
much more than simply being alone 
in one's cell. In Arizona, prisoners 

spend a minimum of 23 hours 
per day in a space approxi
mately 8' x 10'. 

There are no group activities 
(i.e., eating together, treatment 

programs, education, jobs, recre
ation, or religious services). At 
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best, prisoners are permitted to leave 

their cells three times a week for about 
an hour of exercise in a cage-like area 
followed by a shower. Often, for a myr

iad of reasons, even this activity does 
not take place. The average prisoner in 
solitary confinement spends around 

five years in these extreme conditions. 
Not surprisingly, mental illness is 

significantly higher for persons in 

solitary confinement. Not only are 
mentally ill individuals placed in 

solitary confinement at a higher rate, 
but such extreme isolation can result in 
uncontrollable anger, hallucinations, 

and increased rates of suicide. 
Furthermore, supermax prisons are 

believed to contribute to higher rates of 
recidivism and more institutional 
violence. Yet they are employed in 

almost every state prison system, as well 

as the federal 

of 

• What Is hauntingly clear from the 
letters that arrive at AFSC offices 

throughout the country is that each day 
people are dying as a result of these 
inhumane conditions. One Arizona 
prisoner writes, "[solitary confinement] 

took me down a dark dark hole ... the 
feeling of being buried alive is real." 

In the case of the mother who told 
me her son would kill himself, after 

months of advocating for change on his 
behalf, he has been moved out of 
solitary confinement. However, at least 

twice in the past year he has tried to 
take his own life. He has promised me 

that he will do so again if the prison 
tries to send him back to solitary 
confinement. 

Matthew Lowen is a program coordi
nator in AFSC's Arizona Area 

Save the date 
From May 30 to June 1, AFSC's 

StopMax Campaign will host a 

national conference at Temple 

University in Philadelphia. The con

ference will bring together family 

members of prisoners in solitary 

confinement, individuals who were 

formerly incarcerated in solitary 

confinement, and partner organi

zations, to work toward abolishing 

the use of solitary confinement. 

I Learn more onllne at 

www.stopmax.org 

Photo: Participant at Tucson's All Souls' 
Procession. 



BY CHRISTINA REPOLEY 

E
xposing the human and eco
nomic costs of the Iraq war, it 

turns out, are topics that reso

nate even in places you might not 

expect. 
This past November, AFSC's South

eastern Regional Office and the Geor
gia Peace and Justice Coalition went on 
the road with the nine-city State of 

Hope Tour. The tour featured AFSC's 
Georgia Eyes Wide Open and Cost of 
War exhibits, along with performances 

by indie-folk musician Witt Wisebram 

and local artists. 
As it wound through small commu

nities in Georgia, the tour strengthened 
the statewide network of individuals 

and groups working for peace and jus
tice. We established new contacts and 
expanded our network, especially 
among youth. Witt, Tim Franzen 

(Georgia Peace and Justice Coalition), 
volunteer Fredando Jackson, photog

rapher Sara Hopkins, and I traveled 

with the tour. 
We were surprised at how much 

support we got in small towns that are 

generally thought of as very conserva
tive, and we were happy to connect with 

people in these towns who often feel 
isolated. Thousands of people through

out Georgia heard the message by 
experiencing the tour directly and 
through very successful media cover

age. Plans are already underway for the 
next tour, which will be youth-led and 

focused. 
"I hope we strengthened the pro

gressive voice in our great state," Tim 

Franzen wrote in the final entry of the 
tour's online blog. "I hope that we're 

able to spend the kind of money 
we've given [for this] war on more 

pressing national needs in the 

future." 

I 
To read more about the tour, 

go to the blog at www. 

stateofhope.blogspot.com 

Christina Repoley is the Peace 
Education Coordinator in AFSC's 
Southeastern Regional Office based in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Photos: (top to bottom) Tour concert at 
Georgia Southern University; Eyes Wide 
Open exhibit; Tim Franzen talks to the 
media; the State of Hope van. 
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41 1MMIGRATION 

Forecast for Tamejavi: Clear skies 

This past September, a week before the 
much anticipated Tamejavi Festival in 
Fresno, California, AFSC's Pan Valley 

Institute staff and organizers gazed anx
iously at the sky. Foul weather was 
reportedly on the way. 

But on the day of the festiva l, soon after 

a blessing ceremony led by Native Amer
ican groups, the clouds parted. By noon, 
hundreds of people had gathered to enjoy 
the festivities, which included a cultural 
mall of arts and crafts, artistic perfor

mances, a film series, and a wide range 
of ethnic foods. 

The festival's goals include building cul

turally diverse, active, and cooperative 
networks of immigrants in California's 
Central Valley. Since the first Tamejavi 

Festival in 2002, there has been a steady 
increase in the diversity of communities 
who participate: Filipinos became 
involved in the third festiva l, and Arme

nians, Persians, and African-Americans 

had strong representation at the most 

recent Fresno festival. 

I For more Information, please go to 

www.tameJavl.org. 

41 ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

Chicago taxi drivers speak truth to 

power 

The approximately 11,000 cab drivers in 

Chicago are feeling trapped between high 

and rising gas prices and trying to pay 

their bills. Despite working 12-to-14 hours 

a day, seven days a week, many still peri

odically must dip into their savings to stay 

afloat 
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News from around AFSC 

Tamejavi Festival dancers 

"They are spending $45 to $50 on gas a 

day when they used to spend thirty 

bucks;' says Prateek Sampat, director of 

AFSC-Chicago's Taxi Worker Organizing 

Project The project is a joint effort with 

the Council of Islamic Organizations of 

Greater Chicago to unite drivers so they 

can effectively advocate for their rights. 

,, 
~ . ' 

Currents l " 1 

I / . 

the project worked with local activists to 

address a ban on taxi parking. In a partial 

victory, Skokie's board of trustees voted to 

allow taxi parking in certain areas. 

I More information Is available onllne 

at taxlworker.org. 

Topping the project's immediate goals are 41 P E A C E 

getting approval for a fare increase and Toward a sustainable peace, one 
gas surcharge to offset the high gasoline nation at a time 
prices, and dealing with unfair ticketing 

l11ia1aluu! 

Ill.11Z5%U1toadi1i1nl 
le!tr lacrnu! 

YES TO A FAIi WAGE FOi 
ALL TAXI WOHEIS!! 

that substantially 

diminishes driv

ers' profits. For ex

ample, Muslim 

drivers can get 

ticketed for pull

ing over to say 

their prayers. 

Meanwhile, in the 

Chicago suburb of 

Skokie, Illinois , 

The United Nations' 2005 World Summit 

noted that the UN system was not doing 

enough to help countries make the tran

sition from violent conflict to sustainable 

peace. To address this gap, the UN estab

lished the Peacebuilding Commission 

(PBC), which is getting significant atten

tion from the Quaker United Nations 

Offices (QUNO) in New York City and 

Geneva. 

Burundi is one of the first countries on 

the PBC agenda. It offers a good example 



of how QUNO is connecting Quakers and 

Quaker service agencies-including 

AFSC and the Canadian Friends Service 

Committee (CFSC)-to the UN. Draw

ing on the expertise and contacts of the 

AFSC office in Burundi and the Burundi 

Friends Church, QUNO is attempting to 

provide the PBC with documentation 

regarding local experiences, concerns, 

and peacebuilding efforts. 

In addition, QUNO, AFSC and CFSC 

have organized two sets of workshops 

about the PBC for Burundi Friends 

Church members. Participants have been 

excited and empowered to learn that their 

work and commitment at the grassroots 

level supports larger goals to consolidate 

peace in Burundi. 

To learn more about QUNO's work 

on the PBC, please see www.quno. 

org. 

For Information about the PBC, 

please see www.pbcupdate.org and 

www.unpbf.org. 

t HUMANITARIAN 

ASSISTANCE 

In Zimbabwe, resil ience in the 
face of adversity 

Zimbabwe is caught in a difficult political, 

social, and economic crisis manifested in 

low agricultural production, high preva

lence of HIV/AIDS, and hyperinflation 

that has priced basic necessities out of 

reach for many people. This reality is felt 

immediately in the community of Hat

cliffe Extension, an urban settlement of 

3,500 households on the northern out

skirts of Harare. 

Most families of Hatcliffe Extension now 

live in temporary shelters made from plas-

tic sheeting, scrap wood, cardboard, and 

other salvaged materials. There is no run

ning water, electricity, or infrastructure 

for sewage disposal. At the same time, 

people's resiliency and resourcefulness are 

apparent in the small vegetable gardens 

and fruit trees that dot the landscape, the 

make-shift schools, and the small-scale 

trading that takes place. 

In 2006, AFSC supported the construc

tion of 40 temporary shelters.This past 

year, AFSC provided resources so resi

dents could start building permanent 

homes. 

In the next three years, AFSC will help 

the people of Hatcliffe Extension restore 

their livelihoods through vocational edu

cation, income producing projects, and 

building community capacity for advo

cacy. The work has already begun with 

trainings in brick making and metal work, 

which enables community members to 

help build their homes and find jobs. 

I Go to www.afsc.org/africa for 

updates. 

Photo: Drying bricks for permanent homes in Zimbabwe. 
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Honoring the truth-tellers 
AFSC celebrates 90 years, launches campaign 

BY M'ANNETTE RUDDELL 

R
aching 90 is an achievement

whether for a person or an or
anization-and an occasion 

for celebration. AFSC marked its 90'h 

anniversary with a party on November 
2, 2007. More than five hundred guests 

joined staff and members of the Board 
of Directors and Corporation at the Na

tional Constitution Center in Philadel
phia for an evening of fellowship and 

an exciting, moving performance by the 
vocal group Sweet Honey in the Rock. 

At a time when war rages in hotspots 
around the world, when the United 
States ' foreign policy stumbles and 

causes shame, when poverty prevails in 
too much of the world, Paul Lacey, 
board chair, asked, "What is there to 
celebrate?" 

His answer resonated with those 

attending the event. 
"There are ninety years of resistance 

to war, of active reconciliation, of the 
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loving service of those who brought 

humanitarian aid to Europe in two 
world wars, to refugees in the Gaza 
Strip, to sufferers in both North and 
South Vietnam," he said. "We can cel

ebrate the dangerous witness of civil 
rights workers who served in our name, 

of Quaker International Affairs Repre
sentatives in dangerous places who sup
port the institutions of civil society, and 

communities that maintain their integ
rity and challenge the militarization of 
their societies." 

He added: "We can take comfort 
from that cloud of witnesses, truth-tell

ers whose lives give courage to our own 
lives." 

• While ninety years of Quaker ser
vice was reason enough for a birthday 

party, the occasion also served as the 
launch of Spirited Engagement, AFSC's 

comprehensive cam

paign to raise $200 
million. 

"I don't think AFSC 

will soon create a so

cially just land where 
peace reigns," said 
Cynthia Sears, co-

Words from Our Sponsors 

chair of the campaign. "It's just that I 
know there are good and honorable 

people working effectively toward those 
goals. And that gives me hope." 

In addition to major events such as 
the party in Philadelphia, AFSC board 
and corporation members and others 
have hosted 90'h anniversary gatherings 

of all sizes. From Tallahassee to Pitts
burgh and San Francisco, and more 
than two dozen other places between, 

supporters have gathered to share food 
and fellowship, and to renew their com

mitment to Quaker values in action. 
Spirited Engagement contributions 

will be used to further peacebuilding 
programs, work for immigrant rights 
and just, humane immigration policies, 
and bolster the organization's endow

ment. In the coming months, donors 

and supporters will have the opportu
nity to make contributions and pledges 
to the campaign, so please stay tuned 
for more information. 

M'Annette Ruddell is a Quaker Action 

contributing editor. 

Photos: (top to bottom) Scenes of cele

bration in Philadelphia, San Francisco, 

and Seattle, which included a canoe 

landing. 
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Stewards of the earth 
Preserving culture-and the environment-in New Mexico 

BY SAYRAH NAMASTE 

Acequia: A community-based system 
of irrigation and water governance; also 
refers to the group of farmers that 
cooperatively maintains an acequia's 
canals and shares water through cus
tom and tradition. 

I
n New Mexico, acequias formed the 

basis for settlement among the 

state's Indo-Hispano communities 

between 200 and 400 years ago. Today, 

the increasingly bitter struggle for land 

and water rights threatens both the eco

nomic and cultural survival of those 

communities. 

"As we speak, there is a concerted 

effort to turn water into a commodity 

that can be sold to the highest bidder," 

says Don Bustos, interim director of the 

AFSC-New Mexico program. "If this 

continues, the marginalized communi

ties we work with would be left without 

water and unable to grow their food. 

"In order to revitalize local agriculture 

we need to keep our acequias flowing so 

that local farmers and ranchers can meet 

the need for locally grown food:' 

Working in collaboration with other 

groups, AFSC-New Mexico is helping 

local people and organizations to regain 

control over traditionally used water 

resources and to determine their future 

use. The work has ranged from legisla

tive advocacy at the state capital to "on 

the ground" work with local farmers to 

develop environmentally and economi

cally sustainable practices. Staff also have 

been instrumental in forming coalitions 

that have organized a variety of 

campaigns. 

• Since 1976, the AFSC-New Mexico 

Program has helped empower local peo-

pie, with particular attention to water and 

land use and the need to support tradi

tional ways of life. 

The program also helps underserved 

and marginalized communities build 

sustainable farms. In the past year, AFSC 

helped start three farms in Albuquerque's 

South Valley. One is Red Wolf, an orga

nization of indigenous people who live 

in an urban setting. 

"It is important for them to connect 

to the land for their spiritual well

being as well as their need for healthy, 

affordable food;' explains Don, who for , 

decades has farmed the land that has 

been in his family for the last 400 years. 

He was recently named "Farmer of the 

Year" by the state of New Mexico. 

He notes that the Red Wolf commu

nity is also creating its own method 

of food security and alternative markets 

as members trade food among 

themselves. 

Furthermore, AFSC-New Mexico 

addresses environmental issues together 

with various local nonprofits. For exam-

Focus on New Mexico 

pie, Amigos Bravos deals with a range of 

water quality issues. Don sits on their 

board of directors and he has pushed the 

organization to address the link between 

healthy food and water quality, and to 

expand its work to the underserved com

munities of the South Valley. 

Due in part to the work of AFSC, 

Amigos Bravos and the New Mexico 

Acequia Association together have filed 

a 60-day notice of intent to sue the Los 

Alamos National Laboratories. At issue 

is the contamination of the Rio Grande 

River stemming from the laboratories' 

improper disposal of toxic materials at 

several dump sites. 

"We are not only defending our water 

but building for the future;' Don says. 

"To sustain our way of life, we must pro

tect water as a community resource and 

strengthen the agricultural traditions of 

our families and neighbors:' 

Sayrah Namaste is a 
staff member of 
theAFSC-
New Mexico 
program. 

Photo: (top) An Albuquerque farm; 

(bottom) guitarist at a harvest festival. 
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Iraqi refugees: A humanitarian crisis 
Ripple effects of Iraq war threaten regional stability 

BY WILLIE CoL6N REYES 

The details differ, but the stories 

told by Iraqi refugees share 
violent themes-family mem

bers kidnapped or killed, and direct 

threats to their own lives. 
One woman's brother, an em

ployee of a U.S. security force, was 

killed by one of the militias in 2004. 
Another brother who worked with a 

Photo: Iraqi refugee family in Jordan. 

peace group was killed in 2006. And 
in 2007, a note pinned to the front 

door of the family's home carried a 

chilling message: Pay protection 
money or leave. The woman fled to 
Syria with her husband and daughter 

soon thereafter. 
In November, AFSC sent a team to 

Jordan and Syria to assess the stagger

ing crisis-an estimated 4.5 million 
Iraqis have been displaced from their 
homes since 2003-and begin devel

oping a plan for AFSC's response. The 
team met with staff of the UN and 
various nongovernmental organiza
tions, many of which felt that the path 

to peace in Iraq must include creating 
conditions for the safe and voluntary 

return of Iraqi refugees. However, 
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some refugees will need to be resettled 

in third countries. 
The team also met with numerous 

refugees and listened to their stories. 
"Every family we encountered is deal

ing with trauma and grief," says Peter 
Lems, AFSC's program associate for Iraq 
and a member of the assessment team. 

"One former Iraqi businessman 
described their situation in a way that 
has haunted me since. He said, 'We are 

living ghosts'." 

• An estimated 90 percent of Iraqi ref
ugees are in Syria and Jordan. The social 
and economic burden has been substan
tial for both countries. In contrast, the 

United States and many European coun
tries have accepted only a small number 

of refugees. And Peter notes that there's 

Other countries to which refugees 
are fleeing include: 

Gulf Cooperation Council (including 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, and UAE): 200,000 

Worldview: Iraq 

an additional challenge to this refugee 

crisis. 
"Iraqi refugees are not living in 

camps. They're in urban areas. So peo

ple have to pay rent and find their own 
housing unless they have family or 
friends to stay with," he says. 

Furthermore, Syria and Jordan do 
not allow refugees to work, and many 
have exhausted their savings. "Talking 

with refugees made it clear to me that 
many of us have not begun to recognize 
the price Iraqis have paid in this war," 

Peter says. 

I Check onllne at www.afsc.org 

for updates. 

Willie Colon Reyes is the editor of 
Quaker Action. 

IRAN 
57,000+ 

Egypt: 20,000-40,000 

U.S. (FY 06-07): 1,810 

Source: UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Nov. 21, 2007 report. 



Recommendations 

A 60-year search for peace 
New book looks at AFSC work in Israel/Palestine 

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the founding of the state of Israel-and the creation 

of the Palestinian refugee crisis. It is also the 601
h anniversary of AFSC's engagement in the 

region. These milestones offer an opportunity to reflect on the history of Israel/Palestine and 

on AFSC's long-standing work to bring about a just peace in the Middle East. 

University of California Professor Nancy Gallagher's recent book, Quakers in the 

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: The Dilemmas of NGO Humanitarian Activism, explores AFSC's 

early role in Palestinian refugee camps in Gaza and in agricultural and youth development 

programs within Israel. AFSC's Middle East program associate Adam Horowitz interviewed 

the author about her book. 

Nancy Gallagher 

Why did you decide to write about 
AFSC and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict? 

In the 1990s, a lot of social scientists and 
journalists began writing about civil 
society and the role of nongovernmen
tal organizations (NGOs) in it. Yet much 
of the writing on the politics of NGOs 
and human rights in the Middle East and 
elsewhere lacked historical context. I 
knew that the AFSC worked in the Mid
dle East and to my surprise, the AFSC 
website mentioned that AFSC volunteers 
had served in Gaza in the early days of 

the conflict. 

What surprised you most during your 
research? 

I had not been familiar with Quaker tra-

ditions and was surprised not only by 
the level of commitment but also by the 
intense self-reflection of the Quakers 
who served in Gaza and Israel. Some 
spent a lot of time considering whether 
they were actually helping or not. Many 
sent their reflections back to AFSC 
headquarters to be archived. 

What lessons from the AFSC's 
experience in Gaza do you think are 
most relevant today? 

I just finished reading a book on 
Afghanistan by Ann Jones (Kabul in 
Winter), which shows how many NGOs 
come right in with all the answers and 
lots of money and never think to consult 
or work with ordinary Afghans. Most of 
the funding for aid never gets to Afghan-

istan but rather goes to high overhead 
and salaries for Western consultants and 
officials. The result, of course, is a disas
ter on the ground. 

In contrast, the AFSC kept open 
books and most of the staff volunteered 
their time. The AFSC in Gaza and 
Israel included Palestinians in their 
meetings, and made every effort to be 
out and about at food distributions and 
at clinics and schools. One lesson is the 
AFSC's willingness to adjust to local 
conditions and its commitment to local 
needs. Another lesson might be the 
importance of keeping good records and 
preserving them in an archive. A third 
lesson is the AFSC's insistence on 
respecting the human rights of both 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Quakers In the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: 
The Dilemmas of NGO Humanitarian Activism 
By Nancy Gallagher 

assistance, historian Nancy Gallagher has uncovered 
essential insights for today's peacemakers, human 
rights activists, and humanitarian NGOs. 

The American University in Cairo Press 

When war broke out in Palestine in 1948, the United 
Nations invited AFSC to provide humanitarian relief to Arab 
refugees in Gaza. The AFSC also sent volunteers to work 
in Israel, where they hoped to serve both Arabs and Jews. 
AFSC's long-term goal was repatriation of the refugees and 
conciliation and coexistence between Israelis and Palestin
ians. By examining these early efforts at peacemaking and 

Order the book online at www.afscstore.org 

For pictures and stories of AFSC's work 

In Gaza from 1949-50, see 

www.afsc.org/ about/hist;gaza.htm. 

For more Information on AFSC's current work 

on Middle East Issues, see www.afsc.org/middleeast. 
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The next generation of peacemakers 
A message from AFSC General Secretary Mary Ellen McNish 

Y
ou never know where the quest for peace will take 
you. One night in December, I found myself in a 
nightclub in Rome surrounded by young people. It's 

not exactly the first place you would expect to find the Gen
eral Secretary of the AFSC, but I was there with a group of 

eight youth leaders from across the U.S., whom AFSC was 
invited to bring to the World Summit of Nobel Peace 

Laureates. 

Just Among Friends 

In the course of the trip, our youth contingent met the 

laureates and saw diplomatic politics play out as the Vatican 
decided not to host parts of the summit because of the pres

ence of the Dali Lama and its own problems with the 
Chinese government. 

This year's summit was something of a passing of the 

baton, with the theme of "The Next Generation." Other 
Nobel Laureates from around the world were also invited to 

bring young people from their home countries. 
In this gathering of the old and the new, we finalized three 

years of work on the Nobel Charter for a World Without 

Violence, which I had the honor of presenting to the U.N. 

Economic and Social Council's ministerial meeting at 

Geneva earlier this year. The Charter lays the groundwork 
for addressing the roots of conflict in our world, from the 
need to recognize the rights of women and minorities to the 

need for free and lively civil society. This will be the work 
that all of those rising young leaders from around the world 
will shape, define, and make their own. 

REFLECTIONS 

Small actions, long years 
AFSC work in Vietnam draws to a close 

In 1966, AFSC began assisting civilians and sowing the seeds for a future 

peace in Vietnam even as war raged in that country. Work in the late '60s 

and early '70s included providing medical supplies to both sides of the 

conflict, and in Quang Ngai, establishing a day care for refugee children 

and a rehabilitation center for amputees. These life-preserving actions 

publicly challenged the war's legitimacy. 

Photos: (above) Le Thi Hoa i Phuong (left) visi ts a 
When the war ended, AFSC was one of the few NG Os that remained in South program participant; (below) prosthet ics cl inic in 

Vietnam to address urgent post-war needs. As the work evolved, AFSC soon Quang Ngai (1968>· 

was assisting villagers in areas such as hydrology, agriculture, education, animal health, 

food production, and small credit programs. We also addressed Vietnam's isolation from 

the U.S. and the world community. 

Now, more than 40 years later, the program has become an independent, Vietnamese

run organization focusing on rural agricultural development, micro-credit programs, 

and helping communities deal with social change. This achievement follows the long 

tradition of former AFSC programs that continue to serve as important resources in their 

countries. 
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Resources 

H's My Llfel A Gulde to AHernatlves After High School 

The latest publication from AFSC's National Youth & Militarism 

Program is full of ideas for young people leaving high school who 

aren't sure they are ready for college and who want an alternative to 

the military. Chapters on travel, activist training, "green" careers, and 

more. 89 pages. $9.95 for adults and institutions; free to the first 

1,000 young people who sign up at 

For information, call (215) 241-7176. 

Before You Enlist! 

This DVD, addressed to young people 
and their families, provides a rational 
voice to counter the seductive and 
often deceptive recruiting practices of 
the U.S. military. 14 min. $5 ($30 for 

10 copies) 

Cost of War 

Help open some eyes about the astronomical 
price tag of the Iraq war with a variety of 
resources available from our Cost of War 
campaign. Find out about T-shirts, banners, 
brochures, and more online at www.afsc. 
org/ cost; resources.htm. 

Echando Raices/Taking Root 
Stories and reflections from immigrants and refugees, 
woven together with scenes of community life and a vibrant 

musical score. Now available on DVD. Find out more at 

afsc.org/takingroot. $10 

Commemorative gifts 
Help AFSC celebrate 90 years of Quaker 
Service with Spirited Engagement mugs and 
pens, now available at discounted prices. 
Mugs: $7.50 Pens: $5 (plus shipping and 
handling for each item ordered) 

Unless otherwise noted, order all resource items through AFSC's Literature 

Resources Unit, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1403 

(215) 241-7048 (or toll-free 1-888-588-2372, ext. 2) 

Fax: (215) 241-7275 or order on line at store.afsc.org. 

What does the future hold? You Help Decide! 

Including the American Friends Service Committee in your will ensures that 

our programs for peace, justice and human dignity will 

continue well beyond your lifespan. Such bequests 

provide a significant portion of the funding for 

on-going programs in the United States and in 

more than 25 sites around the world. 

It's easy to make a bequest to AFSC and 

become a Friend for the Future. Just contact 

our Gift Planning staff for details. 

Phone toll-free: 1-888-588-2372, ext.3 

E-mail: giftplanning@afsc.org 

American Friends Service Committee 

1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia PA 19102-1403 
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Photos: (top left) Eyes Wide Open exhibit, Washington, DC, photo: 
Terry Foss; (top right) Mexico summer workcamp project, 1960s, 
photo: AFSC archives; (bottom left): Rebuilding after Hurricane 
Katrina, 2005, photo: Terry Foss; (bottom right) Nuclear weapons 
protest, 1962, photo: AFSC archives 
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