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Profiles of Peace
In commemoration of the 
40th anniversary of the 
Israeli military occupa-
tion of the West Bank 
and Gaza, AFSC is 
profiling 40 people from 
Israel and Palestine whose work and lives 
have shown how peace is possible. 
www.afsc.org/israel-palestine/
profiles-of-peace

Mary Ellen McNish on Iran
Watch the interview with Mary Ellen 
McNish, AFSC’s General Secretary, on her 
visit to Iran and the work of the interfaith 
delegation that recently returned. 
www.afsc.org/iran

Taking Up Dr. King’s Challenge
On April 4, 1967, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., delivered a powerful 
speech against the U.S. war in Vietnam, 
exactly one year before his death. This 
speech still stands as a prophetic voice 
against war, racism, and policies which 
keep people poor. AFSC has compiled 
resources based on the speech for you to 
use during this year of reflection, educa-
tion, and action.
www.afsc.org/mlk
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Photo: ICE raid in Santa Ana, California.

By	Willie	Colón	Reyes

P
 eople	 are	 afraid	 to	 walk	 out-	
	 side	 in	 their	 neighborhoods,	
children	are	left	wondering	when	
or	 if	 they’ll	 see	 their	 parents	

again,	and	still	the	federal	immigration	
raids	continue.	

The	U.S.	Immigration	and	Customs	
Enforcement	(ICE)	raids	of	worksites	and	
communities	have	spread	fear	and	uncer-
tainty	among	immigrants.	Yet	the	extent	
of	 the	 raids	 and,	 in	 some	 cases,	 their	
questionable	legality	is	not	well-known	
outside	 of	 immigrant	 communities		
because	 the	 issue	 has	 received	 scant		
attention	from	the	mainstream	media.

“Carrying	out	 raids	while	Congress	
formulates	potential	changes	to	existing	
immigration	policies	benefits	no	one,”	
says	Esther	Nieves,	national	director	of	
AFSC’s	Project	Voice	 immigrant	rights	
program.	 “It	 also	 fails	 to	 address	 the		
reality	of	the	estimated	12	million	immi-
grants	who	live	in	this	country	and	the	
root	causes	of	that	migration.”

More	 than	 18,000	 undocumented	
workers	nationwide	have	been	detained	
since	 May	 2006,	 including	 pregnant	
women	and	sole	caregivers	of	young	chil-
dren.	Hundreds	of	detainees	have	been	
deported,	leaving	remaining	household	
members	 to	 fend	 for	 themselves,	often	
without	 the	 aid	 of	 the	 primary	 wage		
earner.	And	ICE	raids	are	being	carried	
out	under	a	shroud	of	secrecy	that	makes	
it	 difficult	 to	 find	 out	 the	 names	 of		
detainees,	contact	those	who	have	been		
detained,	 or	 get	 information	 about		
deportation	proceedings.	

Detainees	also	have	been	moved	 to	
remote	locations,	creating	additional	dif-
ficulties	 for	 loved	 ones	 and	 for	 the		
detainees’	ability	to	seek	support	such	as	
legal	or	religious	counsel.

 Fear and uncertainty grip immigrants in the U.S.

“We	have	kids	who	are	without	their	
parents,	wives	without	 their	husbands,	
and	entire	households	and	families	torn	
apart,”	says	Christian	Ramirez,	national	
base	 building	 coordinator	 for	 Project	
Voice.

This	past	April,	the	raids	hit	close	to	
home	for	Christian	as	ICE	officials	tar-
geted	 his	 community	 in	 San	 Diego.		
According	 to	 Christian,	 eyewitnesses		
report	that	ICE	tactics	included:
•	 entering	homes	without	presenting	

search	warrants,	claiming	that	they’re	
looking	for	suspects,

•	 stopping	vehicles	at	random	if	they’re	
driven	by	Latinos,	and

•	 asking	 customers	 outside	 Latino	
supermarkets	and	Laundromats	 for	
proof	of	their	immigration	status	.	

 Throughout the country,	AFSC	staff	
are	 reporting	abuses	and	 fielding	calls	
from	scared	community	members.

“People	 are	 wondering	 if	 they’re		
going	to	be	next,”	says	Myrna	Martinez		
Nateras,	director	of	AFSC’s	Pan	Valley	
Institute	in	Fresno,	California.	“There’s		

also	a	sense	of	fear	and	anxiety	over	the	
state	 of	 persecution	 they’re	 living		
under.”

AFSC	 staff	 have	 worked	 to	 release		
detained	workers	and	reunite	households	
and	families,	supported	relief	efforts	to	
help	affected	 loved	ones,	documented	
human	rights	abuses	by	ICE,	organized	
vigils	and	demonstrations,	and	spoken	
out	in	the	media	against	the	raids	and	the	
impact	 they’re	 having	 on	 immigrant	
communities.	Staff	also	have	been	edu-
cating	 immigrant	 communities	 about	
their	rights	and	how	to	be	prepared	in	
the	event	of	a	raid.

For more information about the raids, to 

sign onto AFSC’s nationwide call to end 

the raids, and to get resources to help 

communities respond to a raid, please 

log onto www.afsc.org/immigrants-

rights.

Willie	Colón	Reyes	is	the	editor	of	Quaker	
Action.

  Immigration raids tear communities apart
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By	Kyle	Kajihiro

L  ittle	known	to	most	Americans	is	
the	vast	scope	of	the	United	States’	
network	of	military	bases	world				
	 wide	—	more	than	2,600	bases	

in	 the	United	States	and	 its	 territories,	
some	730	foreign	bases,	and	nearly	100	
temporary	bases.		

These	bases	not	only	make	it	possible	
for	the	United	States	to	wage	wars,	but	
also	 increase	 the	 likelihood	 that	 the	
country	will	go	to	war	rather	than	pursue	
nonviolent	strategies	to	resolve	conflicts.	
Because	of	 their	 impact	on	 local	com-
munities,	 military	 bases	 have	 sparked	
widespread	protest.

Hawai’i	 is	a	case	 in	point.	The	U.S.	
military	in	Hawai’i	has	displaced	entire	
communities	and	generations	of	families	
from	their	ancestral	 lands	and	acceler-
ated	the	influx	of	foreign	settlers,	imped-
ing	Hawaiians’	efforts	at	self-determina-
tion.	 It	 has	 destroyed	 ecosystems	 and	
sacred	places,	and	endangered	commu-
nity	health	with	widespread	military	con-
tamination.		It	also	has	exacerbated	vio-

lence,	 crime,	 accidents,	 and	 had	 a	
negative	 impact	 on	 other	 aspects	 of		
Hawaiian	society,	economics,	and	cul-
ture.	In	response,	the	AFSC	Hawai’i	Area	
Program	 has	 made	 demilitarization	 a	
priority	of	our	peace	building	work	for	
more	than	thirty	years.	In	1976,	AFSC	
staff	participated	in	the	first	boatload	of	
protestors	 to	 land	 on	 the	 Hawaiian		
sacred	 island	 of	 Kaho‘olawe	 in	 the		
successful	 campaign	 to	 stop	 the	Navy	
bombing.	

AFSC-Hawai’i	 continues	 to	 work	
with	 communities	 struggling	 to	 stop	
military	 expansion	 and	 promote	 the	
clean	up	and	return	of	lands	in	Makua,	
Pohakuloa,	Wahiawa,	Nohili,	and	other	
sites.

 Elsewhere, AFSC programs	have	
had	 a	 similarly	 positive	 impact	 on		
demilitarization	efforts.	

In	 the	 Philippines,	 the	 AFSC	 sup-
ported	 the	“People	Power”	movement	
that	ended	the	violent	Marcos	dictator-
ship	and	ousted	U.S.	bases	 from	their	

country.	In	Puerto	Rico,	the	AFSC	sup-
ported	the	successful	campaigns	to	end	
the	military	bombing	of	Culebra	in	1975,	
and	Vieques	in	2003.	AFSC	programs	also	
stood	in	solidarity	with	anti-bases	move-
ments	 in	 Okinawa,	 Guam,	 Korea,	 the	
Marshall	Islands,	and	Japan.

AFSC’s	 efforts	 to	 eliminate	 foreign	
U.S.	military	bases	reached	a	new	apex	
this	past	March	when	an	AFSC	delega-
tion	 participated	 in	 the	 International	
Conference	for	the	Abolition	of	Foreign	
Military	Bases	in	Quito,	Ecuador.	There,	
AFSC	staff	joined	more	than	four	hun-
dred	grassroots	peace	and	justice	activists	
from	forty	countries.	 It	was	 the	 largest	
meeting	ever	of	grassroots	leaders	of	the	
anti-military	bases	movement.	

Participants	shared	stories	about	their	
struggles,	forged	relationships	of	mutual	
solidarity,	 took	 to	 the	 streets	 to	protest	
the	 U.S.	 base	 in	 Manta,	 Ecuador,	 and,	
most	importantly,	launched	a	global	net-
work	for	the	abolition	of	foreign	military	
bases.	

Abolishing the bases of war
AFSC works to eliminate foreign U.S. military bases

Number of foreign military bases: 1,000+ 
(from the U.S., Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and Italy) 

Note: These do not include secret military bases, like the four  
operated by the U.S. in Iraq.

Number of U.S. foreign military bases: 737 (officially) 
Many estimate the true number to be more than 1,000

Number of U.S. soldiers deployed overseas: 2.5 million+

Number of U.S. soldiers in Iraq: 133,000  
(as of March 2006) 

By the numbers

For more information, see AFSC’s “10 Reasons Why U.S. 
Military Bases Must Go” at www.afsc.org/no-bases/ten-
reasons.pdf
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International Women’s Day rally during the 
military bases conference in Ecuador.
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The	conference	proclaimed	a	power-
ful,	 shared	vision	of	a	world	 free	 from	
what	 renowned	 scholar	 and	 author	
Chalmers	Johnson	has	dubbed	“The	Em-
pire	of	Bases.”	It	also	helped	create	stra-
tegic	alliances	among	movements.	

AFSC’s	leadership	and	support	con-
tributed	 to	 the	 success	of	 this	historic	
gathering.	

Through	 its	 Ecuador	 office,	 AFSC	
supported	and	contributed	to	the	efforts	
of	the	conference’s	organizing	committee	
to	hold	the	gathering	in	Ecuador.		AFSC’s	
experience	 in	 the	region	has	 taught	us	
the	connections	between	human	rights	
conditions	of	communities	subjected	to	
toxic	fumigation,	chronic	violence	along	
the	border	between	Colombia	and	Ecua-
dor,	and	the	U.S.	base	in	Manta.

A	delegation	from	the	conference	met	
with	Ecuador’s	newly	elected	president,	
Rafael	 Correa,	 who	 expressed	 his	
thanks	and	reiterated	his	commit-
ment	to	end	the	agreement	allow-
ing	U.S.	military	use	of	the	Manta	
base.	Unfortunately,	 this	would	
not	 prevent	 the	 U.S.	 from		
establishing	a	base	elsewhere	
in	the	region.	

While	 the	 conference	
marked	 an	 important	 mile-
stone	in	the	global	anti-bases	

movement,	it	is	just	part	of	a	continuing	
process	of	awakening,	convergence,	and	
movement	 building	 that	 will	 be	 an		
enduring	gift	from	Ecuador,	the	“Middle	
of	the	World.”	

Kyle	 Kajihiro	 is	 the	 director	 of	 AFSC’s	
Hawai’i	Area	Program.	

For more information on AFSC’s work on 

military bases log onto www.afsc.org/no-

bases.  Also go to www.abolish

bases.org for information about the 

International Conference for the 

Abolition of Foreign Military Bases. 

Photos: (above) Demonstration against 
U.S. military expansion in Hawai’i; (below) 
exchanging gifts in Ecuador at the 
Conference for the Abolition of Foreign 
Military Bases.
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A history of aggression
In January 189�, U.S. troops invaded 
and overthrew the government of 
the sovereign Kingdom of Hawai’i 
to secure access to a military port 
at Keawalau o Pu‘uloa—the origi-
nal name for Pearl Harbor. This  
illegal act of war, for which the  
U.S. formally apologized in 199�, 
violated numerous treaties and 
international laws and is the funda-
mental source of conflict between 
the Hawaiian pro-independence and 
human rights movement and the U.S. 
government.  

With the outbreak of war with Spain 
in 1898, the United States occupied 
Hawai’i and expanded its military 
bases there—bases that have been 
subsequently used in every major 
U.S. war.  

Today, the Gatling guns that 
once were aimed at the ‘Iolani  

Palace have evolved into the 
complex of bases, troops, 
weapons systems, and  
infrastructure that com-
prise the Pacific Com-
mand, the oldest and larg-
est of the unified military  
commands. 
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By	John	Treat

In	February,	 a	delegation	of	17	U.S.		
religious	leaders	visited	Iran	to	deep-
en	dialogue	with	religious	and	politi-

cal	leaders	there	in	the	hope	of	diffusing	
tensions	between	the	two	countries.	

The	 trip	 grew	 out	 of	 an	 invitation	
from	 Iranian	 President	 Mahmoud		
Ahmadinejad	during	a	meeting	last	Sep-
tember	with	U.S.	religious	leaders	in	New	
York	City.	When	several	of	 those	who	
had	been	at	the	New	York	meeting	vis-
ited	with	members	of	Congress	and	their	
staffs	in	October,	they	were	encouraged	
to	continue	their	efforts	to	open	a	dia-
logue	and	visit	Iran	if	possible.

With	 the	 invitation	 from	President	
Ahmadinejad,	a	delegation	cosponsored	
by	 AFSC	 and	 the	 Mennonite	 Central	
Committee	was	assembled	that	included	
leaders	from	the	Episcopal,	Baptist,	and	
United	Methodist	churches	as	well	as	the	
National	 Council	 of	 Churches,	 Pax	
Christi,	and	Sojourners	Call	for	Renew-
al	in	Washington,	D.C.		

During	the	weeklong	visit	the	group	
met	with	Muslim	and	Christian	religious	
leaders,	women	academics,	and	former	
President	Mohammad	Khatami,	as	well	
as	President	Ahmadinejad.

“Our	primary	goal	was	to	engage	in	
dialogue	with	a	variety	of	Iranians,”	says	
Mary	Ellen	McNish,	AFSC’s	general	sec-
retary.	 “We	 made	 this	 trip	 hoping	 it	
would	encourage	both	governments	to	
step	back	from	a	course	that	will	lead	to	
conflict	and	suffering.”

Mary	Ellen	adds,	“We	knew	there	was	
a	significant	risk	that	our	goal	to	encour-
age	improved	relations	between	the	peo-
ple	of	Iran	and	the	U.S.	would	be	over-

sh a d owe d 	 by 	 t he 	 c ont rove rs y	
surrounding	 President	 Ahmadinejad,	
but	we	felt	that	it	was	incredibly	impor-
tant	to	show	that	dialogue	between	our	
two	countries	was	possible	 and	could	
achieve	concrete	results.”

(Read	 additional	 reflections	 from	
Mary	Ellen	McNish	on	page	14.)

  Ahmadinejad has	been	the	target	of	
international	criticism	for	his	controver-
sial	 statements	denying	 the	Holocaust	
and	a	recent	conference	in	Tehran	sup-
porting	that	view,	as	well	as	his	condem-
nation	of	the	State	of	Israel.	The	Iranian	
government	also	has	an	ongoing	dispute	
with	the	United	Nations	and	the	Inter-
national	Atomic	Energy	Commission.

The	final	day	of	the	trip	included	a	
meeting	with	President	Ahmadinejad,	
the	first	time	a	U.S.	delegation	had	met	
with	a	sitting	Iranian	president	in	Iran	
since	the	Islamic	revolution	in	1979.	The	
meeting	lasted	2	½	hours	and	covered	a	
range	 of	 topics	 including	 the	 role	 of		
religion	 in	 transforming	conflict,	 Iraq,	
nuclear	 proliferation,	 and	 the	 Israeli-	

Palestinian	conflict.				
What	 the	 delegation	 found	 most		

encouraging	from	the	meeting	with	Pres-
ident	Ahmadinejad	was	a	clear	declara-
tion	from	him	that	Iran	has	no	intention	
to	acquire	or	use	nuclear	weapons,	as	well	
as	a	statement	that	the	Israeli-Palestinian	
conflict	 can	 be	 solved	 only	 through		
political,	not	military,	means.	

He	said,	“I	have	no	reservation	about	
conducting	talks	with	American	officials	
if	we	see	some	goodwill.”	

Since	their	return,	delegation	mem-
bers	have	organized	speaking	tours,	done	
media	work,	 and	are	planning	 further	
delegations.	They	also	have	begun	 fol-
lowing	up	with	Congress	to	see	that	this	
important	opportunity	to	work	for	peace	
before	there	is	violence	is	not	lost.	

John	Treat	is	AFSC’s	Director	of	External	
Affairs.

For more information, log onto  

www.afsc.org/iran.

Photo: The U.S. delegation met for 2½ 
hours with President Ahmadinejad.

An opening for peace with Iran
U.S. religious leaders demonstrate the power of ‘people-to-people’ dialogue

Ph
ot

o:
 A

li 
Ag

ne
ra

bl
e/

Fa
rs

 N
ew

s 
Ag

en
cy

Quaker Action l  S U M M E R  2 0 0 7  l  7� l  S U M M E R  2 0 0 7  l Quaker Action 



Quaker Action l  S U M M E R  2 0 0 7  l  7

Ph
ot

os
: T

er
ry

 F
os

s

Quaker Action l  S U M M E R  2 0 0 7  l  7� l  S U M M E R  2 0 0 7  l Quaker Action 

T

Mourning the loss in Minnesota
AFSC’s	traveling	exhibit,	Eyes	Wide	

Open,	was	in	St.	Paul,	Minnesota,	for	the	
fourth	anniversary	of	the	war	in	Iraq.	The	
exhibit	features	boots	for	each	U.S.	sol-
dier	killed	in	Iraq	and	thousands	of	shoes	
and	sandals	representing	the	hundreds	
of	thousands	of	civilian	deaths.

“It’s	easy	to	forget	how	many	people	
have	died,”	David	Pederson,	a	young	man	
from	Minneapolis,	 told	 the	Associated	
Press	while	attending	the	exhibit	with	his	
father.	“This	puts	real	feet	in	those	boots,	
and	faces	to	the	names.”

Challenging military recruiters in Los 
Angeles

AFSC	 joined	 with	 local	 religious,	
youth,	and	Latino	groups	to	shut	down	
military	 recruiting	 centers	 on	 March	
19.	Chanting	 “Books	 not	 bombs,”	 200	
students	and	50	adults	marched	from	a	
nearby	 high	 school	 to	 the	 East	 Los		
Angeles	Armed	Forces	Recruiting	Sta-
tion,	 which	 closed	 for	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
day.

“I’m	tired	of	all	the	Army	recruiters	
coming	 to	 our	 schools	 and	 trying	 to	
promise	us	things	that	don’t	even	come	

true—telling	us	that	we	need	to	go	to	the	
Army	 to	go	 to	 college.	No,	we	don’t!”		
Nelson	 Hernandez,	 a	 Roosevelt	 High	
School	student,	said	in	his	speech	in	front	
of	the	recruiting	station.

Bringing the message to Congress 
In	 the	week	before	 the	anniversary	

events,	dozens	of	people	delivered	 the	
60,000	names	of	 signatories	 to	AFSC’s	
“Not	One	More	Death,	Not	One	More	
Dollar”	letter	to	Congress.	The	letter	calls	
for	Congress	to	bring	the	troops	home	
and	divert	Iraq	funding	from	war	to	an	
Iraqi-led	rebuilding	effort.		

AFSC	staff	and	volunteers	met	with	
more	than	35	U.S.	Senators	and	Repre-
sentatives’	staffs	to	deliver	the	letter	and	
advocate	for	an	end	to	the	war.	In	Geor-
gia,	 AFSC	 supporters	 met	 with	 every	
member	 of	 the	 state’s	 congressional		
delegation.	

Mark	Graham	is	a	Quaker	Action	con-
tributing	editor.

Photos: (above) Ecumenical prayer service 
for peace in Iraq (National Cathedral, 
Washington, D.C.); (left) candlelight vigil 
to the White House.

By	Mark	Graham

T	 hree	years	ago,	a	uniformed	
man	came	to	Celeste	Zappa-
la’s	 door.	The	 man	 asked	 if	
she	was	the	mother	of	Sher-

wood	Baker,	whose	National	Guard	unit	
was	 stationed	 in	 Iraq.	“Yes,”	 Celeste	
replied.	“And	 then	 I	 fell	 to	 the	ground	
and	somewhere	outside	of	myself	I	heard	
someone	screaming	and	screaming.”		

Celeste	 movingly	 recounted	 this		
story	 to	 the	 thousands	 in	 the	National		
Cathedral	 in	 Washington,	 D.C.,	 who	
were	attending	the	ecumenical	Christian	
Peace	Witness	for	Iraq	on	March	17.	It	
was	the	first	specifically	Christian	peace	
event	during	the	Iraq	war.	After	the	ser-
vice	the	crowd	braved	sleet	and	snow	for	
a	candlelight	march	to	the	White	House,	
where	222	people	were	arrested	for	non-
violently	crossing	the	street	from	Lafay-
ette	Park	to	the	White	House	sidewalk	
to	protest	the	war.

The	Christian	Peace	Witness	event	
began	a	weekend	of	nationwide	peace	
services,	protests,	and	rallies.	Each	com-
munity	mourned	 the	 loss	of	 lives	and		
expressed	 their	 support	 for	a	peaceful		

f u t u r e 	 f o r	
Iraq.	Follow-
ing	 	 are	 a	 few	
highlights	 of	
the	 hundreds	
of	 events	 that	
AFSC	staff	and	
s u p p o r t e r s	
sponsored	and	
participated	in	
d u r i n g 	 t h e		
anniversar y	
week.

Nationwide events mark 
four years of war in Iraq

Tears, prayers, and protest
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Colombian indigenous guard members hold their peace staffs as 
they rest during a nonviolent march to protest U.S. policy and the  
U.S.- Colombia Free Trade Agreement.

 P E A C E

AFSC nominates Colombian 
peace groups for Nobel Peace 
Prize

The	 inspiring	work	of	Colombian	com-
munities	in	peaceful	resistance	in	the	face	
of	ongoing	civil	strife	led	AFSC	to	nomi-
nate	 two	 of	 those	 communities	 for	 the	
2007	Nobel	Peace	Prize	—	the	Comuni-
dad	de	Paz	de	San	José	de	Apartadó	(Peace	
Community	of	San	José	de	Apartadó)	and	
the	Asociación	de	Cabildos	Indígenas	del	
Norte	del	Cauca	(Association	of	Indige-
nous	Townships	of	Northern	Cauca).	For	
decades,	 the	 conflict	 among	 guerrillas,	
paramilitaries,	and	the	Colombian	armed	
forces	has	destabilized	the	already	precar-
ious	living	conditions	for	many	of	Colom-
bia’s	most	vulnerable	 communities.	The	
Comunidad	de	Paz	and	the	Asociación	de	
Cabildos	 Indígenas	 have	 creatively	 and	
nonviolently	protected	their	land	without	
becoming	enmeshed	in	the	conflict.	

To find out more, log onto www.afsc.org/

nobel-2007

 E C o N o M I C  j U S T I C E

Focusing on local food and 
agriculture in Ohio, New Mexico

Two	 AFSC	 programs	 are	 helping	 com-
munities	 become	 more	 self-sufficient	
while	also	promoting	healthy	food,	a	bet-
ter	 local	 economy,	 and	 sustainable	
agriculture.

In	Ohio,	Greg	Coleridge	of	AFSC’s	North-
east	Ohio	office	sponsored	a	series	of	pre-
sentations	on	community	agriculture	in	
Lakewood,	Ohio,	that	has	led	to	the	cre-
ation	of	a	food	buying	club.	Buying	clubs	
are	a	collective	and	decentralized	form	of	
food	 purchasing	 that	 promotes	 good	
health	and	builds	community	while	sav-
ing	 money.	 Greg	 has	 begun	 a	 similar		
series	in	Akron.	

“Community	 agriculture	 is	 a	 practical		
alternative	 to	 corporate	 food	 and	 its		
dependence	 on	 fossil	 fuels	 and	 factory	
farms,”	Greg	says.

Meanwhile,	in	New	Mexico,	Don	Bustos	
helped	start	a	small,	sustainable	organic	
farm	in	Albuquerque.	The	farm	is	a	joint	
project	between	AFSC	and	a	local	charter	

school	(South	Valley	Academy).	The	three-
year	plan	calls	for	growing	72	varieties	of	
produce	using	only	solar	energy.	The	pro-
duce	will	be	sold	to	the	school	district.	

“The	 goal	 is	 to	 impact	 the	 community		
economically	so	they	can	hold	onto	their	
land	and	water	rights,	and	use	the	avail-
able	water	in	the	most	economical	manner	
possible,”	Don	says.

 I M M I g r A T I o N

Bringing together immigrants and 
Congress 

While	 Congress	 considers	 changing	 the	
nation’s	 immigration	 laws,	AFSC	helped	
lift	 the	 voices	 of	 those	 who	 are	 most		
affected	 by	 the	 policies—immigrants	
themselves.	

In	March,	AFSC	co-sponsored	a	delega-
tion	of	nearly	200	immigrants	from	around	
the	country	who	met	with	congressional	
representatives	 and	 legislative	 staff	 in	
Washington,	 D.C.	“This	 event	 dispelled	
the	myth	that	immigrants	cannot	lobby	on	
their	 own	 behalf,”	 says	 Esther	 Nieves,		
AFSC’s	 director	 of	 immigrant	 and		
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Photo: (above)  For many Haitians, goats 
are an integral part of the economy. 

refugee	rights.

AFSC	 and	 the	 National	 Network	 for		
Immigrant	and	Refugee	Rights	sponsored	
the	advocacy	days,	two	legislative	training	
sessions,		a	national	press	teleconference,	
and	a	panel	discussion	entitled	“Voices	of	
Experience:	Community	Perspectives	on	
Immigration	 Reform.”	 In	 all	 events,	 the	
community	delegates	pushed	for	effective	
and	constructive	legislation	that	promotes	
family	unification;	ends	raids,	detentions,	
and	 deportations;	 protects	 the	 rights		
of	laborers,	refugees,	and	asylum	seekers;	
and	 demilitarizes	 the	 Mexico-U.S.		
border.				

As	one	AFSC	delegate	observed,	“This	is	
my	first	time	in	Washington,	but	it	won’t	
be	my	last.”

 H E A l I N g  j U S T I C E

AFSC-Michigan advocates for 
better prisoner health care

On	August	6,	2006,	Timothy	Joe	Souders,	
a	21-year-old	mentally	ill	inmate	at	a	Jack-
son,	Michigan,	prison	died	 from	hyper-
thermia	 after	 spending	 most	 of	 his	 last	
four	days	shackled	in	four-point	restraints	
on	a	concrete	slab.

That’s	 just	 one	 of	 the	 more	 horrendous		
instances	 of	 prisoner	 abuse	 that	 AFSC’s	

Michigan	 Criminal	 Justice	 Program	 has	
helped	 expose	 over	 the	 years.	 Together	
with	 Prison	 Legal	 Services	 of	 Michigan	
and	a	corps	of	volunteers,	AFSC	has	high-
lighted	 the	serious	human	rights	abuses	
that	 take	 place	 in	 Michigan	 prisons,		
according	to	Natalie	Holbrook,	the	AFSC	
program	associate	in	Michigan.

These	 efforts	 are	 getting	 attention—and	
results.	For	example,	the	state	legislature	
recently	reinstated	an	independent	over-
sight	committee	for	the	prison	system	fol-
lowing	testimony	by	AFSC	staff	and	other	
prisoner	rights	advocates.	AFSC	also	pro-
vided	background	information	to	produc-
ers	 of	 60	 Minutes	 for	 their	 investigative	
piece	 entitled	 “The	 Death	 of	 Timothy	
Souders”	that	aired	this	past	February.

 H U M A N I T A r I A N  

 A S S I S T A N C E

In Haiti, goats promote economic 
and food security

Anna	Semerzier	sold	one	of	her	goats’	off-
spring	to	help	pay	for	her	children’s	school	
tuition.	And	Julien	Celissant	sold	one	of	
her	 five	 goats	 to	 buy	 seeds	 and	 tools	 to	
work	her	land.	

Economic	and	food	security	are	not	easy	
to	come	by	in	Haiti,	so	AFSC’s	program	

in	the	remote	Grand	‘Anse	
region	 includes	 a	 goat	
rearing	 project	 that	
provides	participants	
w i t h 	 f o o d 	 a n d		
income.	

Last	 year,	 the	 goat	
project	directly	benefited	
nine	 new	 community-
based	 groups	 composed	
primarily	of	poor	peasant	women.	Each	
group	received	a	Boer	quality	male	goat	
and	25	female	goats	as	well	as	training	on	
rearing	the	goats.	In	total,	the	goat	project	
benefits	22	community-based	groups.	

The	 project	 has	 a	 big	 economic	 impact	
because	 participants	 learn	 how	 to	 take	
care	 of	 the	 goats,	 which	 makes	 them	
healthier	and	therefore	more	valuable.	For	
example,	a	female	offspring	from	the	proj-
ect	sells	for	4,000	gourds	(US$103.90),	as	
compared	to	a	local	female	that	is	sold	at	
1,000	gourds	(US$25.97).

Find out more about AFSC’s work in Haiti 

at www.afsc.org/latinamerica/int/haiti.

htm

Help stop the ‘debt vultures’!
The progress made toward debt cancellation for the world’s poorest nations is now 
being threatened by “vulture funds”—private companies that buy the debt of develop-
ing countries that had their World Bank and IMF debt cancelled and then take legal 
action to get their money with outrageous fees added on. Please help us stop this 
practice by calling the White House and asking the president to direct the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury to develop a binding legal framework which will guarantee that 
no creditor take advantage of newly awarded debt relief.

Call the White House comment line at (202) ���-1111. Get more information 
online at www.afsc.org/africa-debt/ or call the Peacebuilding Unit’s Africa 
Program at (21�) 2�1-71�8.
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Immigrants lobbied for their rights during 
Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C. 

ACTION ALERT
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Words from Our Sponsors

Meet our ‘Friends for Peace’
Campaign participants share their thoughts

I  am a combat 
veteran having 
served in the 
U.S. Army for 
24+ years. It 
is devastat-
ing to know 
of  my fe l -
low soldiers  

being killed daily. It 
is difficult for non-veterans to 

understand it. As of yet I have received 
no negative reactions, only positive 
affirmation for my service.

John Feltis, Washington

We’ve	 had	 an	 energet ic		
response	to	our	Friends	for	
Peace	photo	gallery	of	peace	

supporters.	To	date,	more	than	800	peo-
ple	have	submitted	photos	of	themselves,	
their	 friends,	and	their	pets.	And	signs	
are	popping	up	everywhere,	from	front	

windows	of	local	businesses	to	the	win-
dows	of	people’s	homes	and	cars.

Since	this	campaign	began	in	Janu-
ary,	people	from	vastly	different	walks	
of	 life	 have	 shared	 their	 photos	 and	
thoughts	with	us.	We’ve	had	a	lot	of	fun	
scanning	through	the	photos	and	com-

ments,	and	we’d	like	to	share	a	few	pho-
tos	and	reflections	with	you.		

Thanks	to	all	who	have	participated.	If	
you	haven’t	yet	and	would	like	to	make	
your	sign	or	upload	your	photo	to	our	
gallery,	 please	 visit	 the	 website	 at	
www.friendsforpeace.org.

We are an extended “family” who all 
care about bringing about peace now. 
We are comprised of a grandmother, 
a daughter, a niece, a son-in-law, and 
a grandson.

It is just nice to be a part of a 
grassroots campaign for peace. Noth-
ing big, nothing special, just people 
wishing for peace with other people 
of many diverse backgrounds. Thank 
you for starting this!   

Richard Park, Arizona 

Davidson [College in Davidson, North 
Carolina, near Charlotte] generally has an 
apolitical atmosphere. People are polite 
to one another, and there isn’t a lot of 
discussion about big issues outside our 
lives in such a small, pleasant community. 
That is why I love being a part of Just 
Peace, where people can come together 
and really think about what is going on 
in the world and take a stance on it.... 
I’m just amazed at the number of signs 
hanging in our [student union building, as 
part of AFSC’s Eyes Wide Open exhibit]....
I really didn’t think people would respond 
as strongly as they did because I feel like 
the campus is generally apathetic. But to 
see such a public statement from so many 
different people, all those signs hanging 
carry a really powerful message.

Liz Cooper, North Carolina

My dear friend and fellow puppeteer, 
Karen Cauble, asked me if I would 
do the photo/sign for peace with her. 
It is a great opportunity to share my 
conviction of resolving conflicts with-
out violence.

Mary Jo Gates, Alaska

I’m an Artist 
and I feel 
i t  is  the 
A r t i s t s 
o f  t h e 
world who 
ought to docu-
ment the realities that 
mainstream corporate media 
refuses. I have been painting social/
political art beginning with the lead 
up to the invasion [of Iraq]. I was told 
I wasn’t patriotic. I’ve received very 
positive responses from Artist friends 
who have viewed it.

Artists owe it to themselves and 
society to paint that which is often 
ignored by [mainstream media]. Truth 
cannot and should not be censored. 
Otherwise, we have failed as human 
beings and as a society.

Jude Rouslin, Florida
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Focus on California

By	M’Annette	Ruddell

It	costs	only	$1—far	less	than	a	cup	
of	gourmet	coffee.	But	for	the	more	
than	100	homeless	venders	who	sell	

20,000	copies	of	Street	Spirit	each	month,	
it	means	a	financial	lifeline	and	a	sense	
of	community.

Published	by	AFSC’s	Homeless	Orga-
nizing	 Program	 (HOPE)	 in	 Oakland,	
California,	this	monthly	newspaper	fea-
tures	poetry,	art,	cartoons,	and	news	and	
feature	 articles	 written	 primarily	 by	
homeless	and	formerly	homeless	people.	
Topics	 include	 low-income	 housing	
needs,	 economic	 and	 social	 justice		
issues,	and	daily	life	as	seen	through	the	
lens	of	those	with	fewer	resources.

AFSC	pays	the	newspaper’s	printing	
costs	each	month.	This	means	the	125-
to-150	homeless	vendors	who	sell	Street	
Spirit	 can	retain	 the	 full	 cover	price	of	
$1—much-needed	income.	In	addition,	
writers	and	artists	receive	a	small	stipend	
when	 their	work	 is	published	 in	Street	
Spirit.

  AFSC	 long	 has	 been	 interested	 in	
housing	as	part	of	 its	economic	 justice	
programs.	In	the	United	States,	one	of	the	
richest	nations	on	earth,	some	3.5	mil-

lion	people	a	year	have	no	place	to	live.	
And	untold	thousands	more	live	in	sub-
standard	shelter	in	urban	neighborhoods	
and	scattered	rural	communities.	

Together	with	people	who	are	home-
less	 and	 their	 allies,	 Terry	 Messman,	
HOPE	 coordinator,	 spent	 seven	 years	
agitating	for	new,	safe	homes	in	Oakland.	
Finally,	 in	 the	mid-1990s,	hundreds	of	
new	housing	units	were	built,	 and	 the	
city’s	first	multi-service	center	was	cre-
ated	to	aid	residents.

However,	with	federal	cutbacks	and	
strapped	 local	 governments,	 the	 last		
decade	has	seen	a	decline	in	subsidized	
housing,	 and	 what	 is	 available	 cannot	
meet	the	need.	Through	the	10-year-old	
Street	Spirit,	AFSC	continues	to	organize	
people	 who	 are	 homeless	 and	 low-	
income.

“Our	six	months	of	coverage	of	 the	
plight	of	poor	tenants	who	were	suspend-
ed	on	the	brink	of	mass	eviction	by	the	
Oakland	Housing	Authority	was	a	cru-
cial	activity	that	literally	helped	save	these	
very	low-income	tenants	from	eviction,”	
Terry	 says.	 “Similarly,	 there	 are	 many	
other	outcomes	from	Street	Spirit	articles	
that	go	beyond	helping	homeless	vendors	
economically,	 or	 training	 poor	 and	
homeless	writers.”

 What makes	 Street	 Spirit	 unique	
among	homeless	newspapers	is	the	influ-
ence	it	has	in	the	mainstream	media.	

Several	years	ago,	a	mentally	ill	home-
less	woman	who	had	been	evicted	from	
her	 apartment	 committed	 suicide	 by	
throwing	herself	off	the	Oakland	Tribune	

A sense of community
Street Spirit newspaper provides a forum for homeless people

building	in	an	incident	barely	covered	by	
the	Tribune	itself.	However,	Terry’s	mov-
ing	 story	 on	 the	 front	 page	 of	 Street		
Spirit	 was	 later	 picked	 up	 by	 the	 Los		
Angeles	Times.	

And,	a	few	months	ago,	60	Minutes	
(CBS	television)	contacted	Street	Spirit	
after	reading	one	of	a	series	of	articles	
focusing	on	violent	attacks	and	killings	
of	people	who	are	homeless.	While	the	
substance	of	that	broadcast	focused	on	a	
different	aspect	of	such	violence,	much	
of	the	background	information	they	used	
came	from	a	 lengthy	off-camera	 inter-
view	with	Terry.	

Over	the	years,	Street	Spirit	also	has	
exposed	 inadequacies	 in	 the	 mental	
health	 system	 (which	 resulted	 in	 one	
substandard	hospital	closure)	and	seri-
ous	investigations	of	how	health	care	is	
delivered	in	the	Oakland	area.

It’s	 clear	 that	 Street	 Spirit	 provides	
homeless	 people	 and	 their	 advocates	
with	an	invaluable	and	far-reaching	tool	
for	public	education.	Just	as	importantly,	
it	provides	a	forum	for	voices	that	might	
otherwise	go	unheard.

For more information and to see past 

issues of Street Spirit, please log onto 

www.thestreetspirit.org 

M’Annette	Ruddell	 is	 a	Quaker	Action	
contributing	editor.	

Truce on War
by Claire J. Baker

You speak from 
that side of your mouth – 
I from this. 
Maybe someday we’ll meet 
in the middle 
and share a kiss

Claire J. Baker is a frequent  
contributor to Street Spirit
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Worldview: North Korea

Randy Ireson recently completed nine 
years as the development assistance 
coordinator of AFSC’s North Korea pro-
gram. Following are excerpts of an  
interview with him conducted by  
Quaker Action contributing editor Tony 
Heriza.

What is the background for AFSC’s 
work in North Korea? How did it 
begin?
The	Service	Committee	has	maintained	
communications	 with	 North	 Korea	
(DPRK)	since	the	1980s.	When	famine	
threatened	the	country	in	the	mid-90s,	
we	contacted	our	North	Korean	partner	
to	 ask	 how	 we	 could	 help.	 The	 initial		
response	was	to	send	food,	which	AFSC	
did.	Then	we	began	assistance	to	amelio-
rate	the	underlying	causes	of	the	famine,	
resulting	in	shipments	of	fertilizer.

People in the U.S. might like to 
know what daily life is like there.
Living	conditions	are	much	better	than	
the	worst	years	of	1995-97.	While	there	
has	been	some	economic	recovery,	there	
is	a	long	way	to	go.	Normal	life	goes	on	
with	people	going	to	work	and	children		
attending	schools.	Health	care,	housing,	
and	education	are	provided	by	the	state	
so	people	use	their	salaries	for	inciden-
tals.	 Saturday	 is	 reserved	 for	 political	
study	or	community	work.	Sunday	is	the	
main	day	off,	and	major	holidays	such	as	
the	birthday	of	their	leader	Kim	Il	Sung	
are	celebrated.

Tell me more about AFSC’s assis-
tance program and the food issues 
North Korea faces today.
For	decades	 the	DPRK	was	dependent	
on	fuel	and	fertilizer…from	China	and	
the	Soviet	Union.	As	the	USSR	fell	apart,	

Photo: Randy Ireson (left) inspects the 
winter barley crop with a farm manager at 
Ku-up farm, North Korea.

that	source	of	energy	disappeared.		
The	 Chinese	 government	 was	 going	

through	economic	changes	at	the	time	and	
agreed	to	provide	petroleum	but	only	if	paid	
for	 in	 “convertible	 currency”	 and	 in		
advance,	which	was	not	possible.	The	North	
Korean	economy	con-
tracted	and,	 coupled	
with	 three	 years	 of		
major	 natural	 disas-
ters,	an	unprecedent-
ed	call	 for	 international	 famine	aid	went	
out.	

After	 AFSC	 contributed	 some	 food		
assistance,	we	started	learning	more	about	
the	DPRK’s	agricultural	system.	We	discov-
ered	that	a	dollar’s	worth	of	fertilizer	could	
produce	$8	worth	of	food,	and	$23	of	farm-
ing	inputs	was	enough	to	feed	a	person	for	
a	year.	At	the	same	time,	we	learned	more	
about	 the	underlying	 issues	and	realized	
that	imported	chemical	fertilizer	was	not	a	
good	long-term	solution.		

Following	 extensive	 discussions	 with	
government	officials	and	farmers,	we	iden-
tified	and	began	working	on	three	issues:
•	 soil	fertility,	especially	finding	biological	

“green	manure”	sources	of	nitrogen,

•	 small-scale	 irrigation	
projects	 and	 pumps	 to	
capitalize	 on	 scarce		
rainfall,	and

•	providing	portable	rice	
threshers	 to	 decrease	
post-harvest	grain	loss	to	
rot	and	rodents.	

Are there other AFSC 
projects you want to 
mention?
I	think	one	of	the	greatest	
things	AFSC	does	is	host-
ing	North	Korean	agri-

cultural	scientists’	delegations.	So	far	
we’ve	had	14	 such	 trips	with	 seven	
groups	coming	to	the	United	States.	
It’s	a	wonderful	opportunity	for	them	
to	talk	with	colleagues,	to	visit	oper-
ating	farms,	and	to	see	what’s	happen-
ing	elsewhere.	Even	if	they	have	some	

apprehension,	 the	
North 	 Koreans	
come	 with	 their	
eyes	and	ears	wide	
open.	 And	 how	

many	Americans	get	 the	chance	 to	
meet	North	Koreans?

While	the	technical	and	scientific	
exchanges	 are	 valuable,	 the	 “down	
time”	is	terrific	for	person-to-person	
relationships.	When	you	wash	dishes	
together,	our	common	humanity	 is	
evident.	That’s	 the	 core	message	of	
AFSC’s	work	with	North	Korea.

To listen to the full audio interview 

with Randy, please log onto www.

afsc.org/asia/nkorea.htm

A spirit of cooperation
AFSC continues to build ties with the people of North Korea

‘When you wash dishes 
together, our common 
humanity is evident.’
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Recommendations

For nearly as long as there 
have been nuclear 
weapons, there have 
been organized voices 
calling for their control, 
limitation, and abolition. 
recently, nuclear issues 
have made it back into 
the headlines as tensions 
with North Korea and Iran 
simmer—and the Bush ad-
ministration promotes a plan 
to develop and build a new generation 
of nuclear weapons. To help you under-
stand both the history and the current 
issues, we have a number of recom-
mendations: A concise and cogent 
analysis from the director of AFSC’s 
Cambridge-based Peace and Economic 
Security Program, joseph gerson; and 
a resource guide compiled by Mami 
Takahashi, an intern with AFSC’s 
Peacebuilding and Demilitarization  
Program.

Nuclear weapons still threaten human existence
Years after Trinity
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With	the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	
Union,	it	appeared	that	the	dan-
ger	 of	 nuclear	 war	 was	 vastly		
diminished,	if	not	gone	entirely.	
Right?	 Well,	 not	 exactly,		
according	to	Empire	and	the	
Bomb:	How	the	U.S.	Uses	
Nuclear	Weapons	to	Dom-
inate	 the	 World	 (Pluto	

Press,	2006,	348	pp.,	avail-
able	online	at	afscstore.org),	a	provoca-
tive	new	book	by	AFSC	staff	member	
Joseph	Gerson.		

	Gerson	presents	a	convincing	case	
that	“deterrence”	of	enemy	attack	was	
never	the	primary	purpose	of	the	U.S.	
nuclear	arsenal.	Instead,	nuclear	weap-
ons	have	been	a	“big	stick”	enabling	the	
United	States	to	intimidate	adversaries	
and	achieve	“full	spectrum	dominance”	
of	the	world.		And	today	the	biggest	dan-
ger	of	nuclear	holocaust	comes	not	from	

rogue	nations	or	“loose	nukes,”	but	may	
well	come	from	the	U.S.,	the	only	state	
that	has	ever	launched	a	nuclear	attack.	

	Drawing	 on	 public	 and	 private		
accounts	 of	 military	 planning	 and		
political	decision-making,	Gerson	traces	
the	cold	calculations	that	led	every	U.S.	
president	from	Harry	Truman	to	George	
W.	Bush	to	use,	prepare	to	use,	or	threat-
en	to	use	nuclear	force	—	in	defense	of	
the	U.S.	military	and	economic	empire.	
Gerson	argues	that	the	U.S.	nuclear	arse-
nal	 is	 also	 the	 major	 factor	 driving		
nuclear	weapons	proliferation,	as	small	
states	 seek	 some	 buffer	 against	 U.S.		
aggression	and	power.	

	Gerson’s	compelling	book	is	a	serious	
and	insightful	indictment	of	U.S.	foreign	
policy.	It	is	also	a	moral	challenge	to	read-
ers	to	look	squarely	at	the	horrors	of	nu-
clear	weapons	and	reassert	 the	cry	 for	
their	complete	abolition.	

Books

Barefoot Gen 
By Keiji Nakazawa 
A powerful graphic novel  
by a Hiroshima survivor. 

Hiroshima Notes
By Kenzaburo Oe
Nobel prize-winning author’s  
journal of visits to Hiroshima. 

Dark Sun: The Making of the  
Hydrogen Bomb
By Richard Rhodes
A history of the bomb with more than 90 
archival photographs.

Websites/organizations

Friends Committee on National 
Legislation: wwww.fcnl.org/nuclear 
Includes a calendar of events related to 
nuclear weapons and proliferation.

Abolition 2000:  
www.abolition2000.org 
International network of organizations 
focused on eliminating nuclear weapons.

Mayors for Peace:  
www.mayorsforpeace.org
Coalition of mayors worldwide who support 
the total abolition of nuclear weapons.

News & Information

Project of the Nuclear Age Peace 
Foundation: www.nuclearfiles.org
Well-sorted explanations of nuclear his-
tory, organizations, and treaties.

The Nuclear Threat Initiative:  
www.nti.org
Daily news and in-depth resources on the 
global threat from nuclear weapons. 

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists:  
www.thebulletin.org
News and analysis about global security 
issues.

Films

Trinity and Beyond:  
The Atomic Bomb Movie   
(Peter Kuran, 1995, 92 
min.)
History of the nuclear age 
with declassified footage of 
nuclear tests and their 
disturbing results. 

Deadly Deception   
(Debra Chasnoff, 1991,  
27 min.)   
Oscar winning documentary 
exposes the terrifying 
human and environmental 
cost of GE’s nuclear 

weapons development.

Grave of the Fireflies 
(Isao Takahata, 1988,  
159 min.)
Tragic animated film about 
survival in Japan during 
World War II.
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The forgotten feeding program
AFSC helps children, women during Spanish Civil War

In	September	1936,	AFSC	heard	from	British	Friends	
about	the	alarming	situation	in	Spain.	Based	on	first-
hand	reports	from	an	AFSC	staff	member,	the	organiza-
tion	decided	to	engage	in	a	full-scale,	nonpartisan	relief	
effort	focused	on	the	needs	of	children	and	women.	

It	was	important	for	AFSC	to	provide	support	on	both	
sides	of	the	conflict.	Civilians	in	Republican	Spain	were	
experiencing	severe	starvation,	so	AFSC	set	up	feeding	
stations	that	distributed	bread,	milk,	and	medical	care.	By	
1939,	more	than	400,000	children	were	being	fed	daily.	In	
Nationalist	Spain,	AFSC	provided	food,	underwear,	warm	
socks,	shoes,	and	coats	to	thousands	of	people.

More	than	half	a	million	refugees	fled	Spain	through-
out	the	war	years.	AFSC	provided	resettlement	assistance	
to	thousands	of	people	and	worked	to	reunite	children	
with	their	families.		

AFSC	also	cooperated	with	the	Confederated	Spanish	

MMMany	officeholders	and	commentators	assert	 that	
strengthening	dialogue	between	the	United	States	
and	Iran	is	out	of	the	question.	I	do	not	believe	that	

summarily	closing	the	door	on	diplomatic	solutions	to	a	crisis	
can	ever	be	considered	wise.	Even	if	you	are	not	a	religious	
pacifist,	why	would	you	limit	the	tools	available	to	you?

AFSC’s	90	years	of	experience	working	for	peace	tells	us	
that	the	U.S.	government	is	misguided	to	treat	dialogue	as	a	
concession,	 or	 to	 imply	 that	 dialogue	 is	 a	 reward	 for	 bad		
behavior.	Dialogue	is	the	way	we	reach	understanding	that	can	
change	behavior.

During	my	February	trip	to	Iran,	I	talked	with	Muslim	cler-
ics	and	Christian	leaders,	to	academics,	students,	women,	and	
ordinary	Iranian	citizens.	(See	related	story	on	page	six.)	One	
thing	was	universal:	Every	Iranian	we	talked	with	wanted	open	
dialogue	with	the	U.S.,	provided	our	country,	in	turn,	showed	
Iran	a	spirit	of	openness.	Government	officials	at	the	highest	
levels	reiterated	their	desire	for	official	dialogue	between	our	
two	countries’	governments.

I	returned	from	Iran	more	convinced	than	ever	that	people-
to-people	encounters	such	as	ours,	conducted	in	a	respectful	

manner—with	deep	listening	and	shar-
ing	by	both	sides—are	key	to	building	
bridges	between	our	countries.		

Such	exchanges	are	not	sufficient	in	
and	of	themselves,	but	they	are	neces-
sary	 to	 promote	 reconciliation	 and	
peace	between	two	countries	that	pre-
dominately	have	 seen	one	another	as	
enemies	for	nearly	three	decades.	Seek-
ing	common	ground	in	a	mutually	respectful	manner,	while	
also	acknowledging	and	addressing	our	differences,	is	hard	to	
do.	But	doing	so	would	honor	the	proud	history	and	traditions	
of	both	nations.	

After	 so	many	years	of	hostility,	 there	will	 inevitably	be	
bumps	 along	 the	 road.	 Patience	 and	 persistence	 will	 be		
required.	But	we	have	an	obligation	and	responsibility	to	seek	
reconciliation	among	people	and	nations.		

Peace	through	diplomacy	is	a	viable	option.
The	alternative	is	unthinkable.

Societies	in	establishing	children’s	colonies	in	France.	
AFSC	was	responsible	for	funding	and	selecting	the	
children	and	teachers	for	these	colonies.	One	such	entity,	
named	Pax	Colony,	was	a	pioneer	in	Quaker	educational	
methods	because	it	promoted	peace	through	teaching	
children	from	different	backgrounds	and	sides	of	the	
conflict	how	to	overcome	their	prejudices	and	live	
together.	

—	Donald	Davis,	AFSC	Archivist

The unthinkable alternative
A message from AFSC General Secretary Mary Ellen McNish
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AFSC on YouTube 
Check out what AFSC has to offer on the popular YouTube 
video sharing website, such as the counter-recruitment video, 
“Before You Enlist,” which has been viewed more than 60,000 
times. Watch AFSC videos online at www.youtube.com/ 
afscvideo

Rights on the Line: Vigilantes  
at the Border
Developed as a tool for community educa-
tion and human rights advocacy, this pro-
vocative video explores the true nature of 
the vigilante movement along the Mexico-
U.S. border. The video has recently received 
wider exposure, including showings at sev-

eral “Border Rights Are Human Rights” concerts in California 
this past February sponsored by Amnesty International. In  
addition, the film has been accepted at the Media That Mat-
ters Film Festival in New York City. 

Available in English and Spanish, and in both VHS and DVD 
formats, from the AFSC online store at www.afscstore.org;  
25 min. $25

Immigrants’ rights are human rights!
Show your support for immigrants’ rights in the U.S. with 
bumper stickers (5 for $10), signs ($5), buttons (10 for $10), 
and T-shirts ($15), which proclaim the simple truth that “No 
Human Being is Illegal.”

Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid — 
Discussion Guide and Resources
President Jimmy Carter’s book Palestine: 
Peace Not Apartheid has been an important 
contribution to the discussion of the Palestin-
ian-Israeli conflict. AFSC has produced a 12-
page booklet, Discussion Guide and  
Resources, on President Carter’s book to help 

promote dialogue about the issues he raises. The guide is free 
and available for download on the AFSC website, along with 
additional resources. Please go to www.afsc.org/carter- 
discussion/ 

Public Perceptions of Small Arms and Light Weapons 
and Community Security in the Arab World
What do young people in the Arab world think about the role 
of guns and their effect on community security? AFSC staff 
recently supported the first-ever research to lift up the voices 
of ordinary young people in the Middle East and Northern 
Africa regarding how they experience human insecurity. The 
study’s findings could provide the basis for government and 
civil society efforts to address the widening misuse of small 
arms and light weapons in the region. The report is available 
as a free online download at www.afsc.org/middleeast/
small-arms-survey.htm.

When the Rain Returns: Toward Justice and 
Reconciliation in Palestine and Israel
Read the experiences and analyses of an International Quaker 
Working Party that visited Israel, Palestine, and neighboring 
countries. Also available: A study guide to help stimulate dis-
cussion. Paperback; 326 pages. $15 (Study guide: $5)

Portraits of Palestinian Women 
Inspiring profiles of 20 Palestinian women 
affected by the Israeli occupation and 
Palestinian Intifada. Hardcover. 312 pages. 
$25

Buried Alive: Solitary Confinement in 
Arizona’s Prisons and Jails
This groundbreaking report on solitary confinement in Arizona 
correctional facilities presents disturbing evidence of long-
term isolation being applied to people with mental illnesses, 
pre-trial detainees, and youth. The report is available as a free 
online download at www.afsc.org/az

Beyond Prisons 
In Beyond Prisons, the AFSC’s Laura Mag-
nani and co-author Harmon L. Wray offer a 
powerful moral critique of the U.S. criminal 
justice system, and describe a new para-
digm for dealing with prisoners based on 
restorative justice and reconciliation. $13

resources
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Unless otherwise noted, order all items on this page through AFSC’s Literature Resources Unit:
 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1403 •Phone: (215) 241-7048

(or toll-free 1-888-588-2372, ext. 2) • Fax: (215) 241-7275 or order online at  www.afscstore.org



SUMMER  2007
V ol. 88, No. 2

1�01 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1�0�

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PA I D
American Friends 

Service CommitteeQuakerAction

PeaceJustice
Human Dignity

Build a Future…for 

To learn more about 
including AFSC in your 
estate plan, call our gift 
Planning office toll free 
at 1-888-588-2372, ext. 3, 
or visit our website at 
www.afsc.org/give/
planning.htm

Asia Alderson Bennett and Lee Bennett met at 
a freshman mixer. She was a Bryn Mawr student 
and Lee attended Haverford College. For more than 
�2 years they’ve been devoted to each other, to 
their Quaker roots and values, and to the American 
Friends Service Committee. 

Indeed, in 1980, Asia became the first woman 
to head the organization.  

From their retirement home near Seattle, the 
Bennetts continue to encourage interaction among 
Friends. Because of their long association with 
AFSC, the Bennetts have made a bequest to the 
organization in their will. As Lee notes, “Leaving 
money to AFSC is a symbol of our long-standing 
appreciation for its history and accomplishments.”  

Asia adds, “I believe deeply in the ideals of 
AFSC and the practical ways it gives expression to 
Quaker values. At its best, it allows us ‘to see what 
love can do.’ ”

Every year bequests from supporters like the 
Bennetts and you enable AFSC to continue its 
witness to the dignity and worth of each person. By 
naming the organization in your will or trust or as a 
beneficiary of your retirement account, you can 
continue your commitment to Quaker service in  
the future. 


