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overcome violence and injustice.
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AFSC’s 90 years of work for peace, justice, 
and human dignity include support for Japa-
nese-Americans interned during WWII, 
reconciliation efforts in Israel/Palestine, 
organizing to end the Vietnam war, post-
tsunami relief and peacebuilding in 
Indonesia, and the Dreams & Nightmares 
exhibit memorializing civilian lives lost 
during the war and occupation of Iraq. See 
related story on pages 4-5.

Cover photos from AFSC Archives

Correction 
In the summer 2007 issue of Quaker  
Action, the number of U.S. soldiers deployed 
overseas was reported as 2.5 million+. 
That is the total number of U.S. active duty 
personnel. The number of U.S. military 
personnel overseas is between 250,000 
and 300,000. 
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By	Mary	Zerkel

“…	A	nation	that	continues	year	
after	year	to	spend	more	money	on	
military	defense	than	on	programs	
of	social	uplift	is	approaching	
spiritual	death.”	
		 	 Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	

April	1967	

Forty	 years	 after	 Dr.	 King’s	 pro-
phetic	speech	at	Riverside	Church	
in	New	York	City,	we	find	the	U.S.	

government	 continuing	 the	 same		
destructive	policies	he	spoke	out	against.	
Many	people	are	struggling	to	get	by	in	
this	country,	suffering	from	budget	cuts	
for	education,	health	care,	and	housing,	
while	we	spend	astronomical	amounts	
of	money	on	the	war	and	occupation	of	
Iraq.	

The	truth	is	that	$720	million*	a	day	
is	 spent	on	 the	 Iraq	war—money	 that	
could	be	spent	meeting	critical	human	
needs	here	in	the	United	States.			

To	help	spark	a	dialogue	about	how	
else	 that	money	could	be	spent,	AFSC	
has	 a	 new	 touring	 exhibit,	 the	 Eco-	

nomic	Cost	of	War.	It’s	an	outgrowth	both	
of	our	acclaimed	Eyes	Wide	Open	exhib-
it	about	the	human	cost	of	the	war	and	
our	 campaign	 for	 a	 moral	 federal		
budget.	

The	new	exhibit	features	15	sets	of	10	
large	 display	 banners	 that	 make	 clear	
what	 the	war	 is	 costing	us	 in	 terms	of		
human	 needs.	 The	 banners	 are	 being	
shown	nationwide	at	state	fairs,	church	
gatherings,	and	on	street	corners.	Among	
the	messages	carried	by	the	banners	are	
that	$720	million	could	provide:
•	 One	year	of	healthcare	coverage	 for	

more	than	420,000	children.
•	 84	new	elementary	schools.
•	 Over	95,000	new	Head	Start	places	for	

children.
•	 	Homes	for	more	than	6,400	families.

The	response	to	the	exhibit	has	been	
extremely	positive,	with	passersby	stop-

How would you spend $720 million?
New exhibit reveals the economic cost of the Iraq war

ping	for	more	information,	to	sign	peti-
tions	 [see	 sidebar	 article],	 and	 to	 talk	
about	their	own	priorities	for	the	$720	
million.	How	would	you	spend	it?

Get downloadable resources and more 

information online at www.afsc.org/

cost.

Mary	Zerkel	is	the	national	coordinator	
for	AFSC’s	Eyes	Wide	Open	exhibit	and	
director	of	AFSC’s	Peacebuilding	
Program	in	Chicago,	Illinois.

*The	$720	million-a-day	figure	is	based	on	
the	work	of	Nobel	prize-winning	economist	
Joseph	Stiglitz	and	Harvard	professor	Linda	
Bilmes,	who	estimate	that	four	years	of	the	
Iraq	war	has	cost	$1	trillion.	The	Congres-
sional	Budget	Office	recently	released	a	report	
with	the	same	estimate.

Sign the  
DEFUND/REFUND 

petition today!
At the same time that critical  
human needs are going unmet 
here in the United States, the 
ongoing occupation is destroy-
ing those same things in Iraq. 
In conjunction with the AFSC’s 
Economic Cost of War exhibit, 
the “Defund the War in Iraq, 
Refund Human Needs at Home 
and in Iraq” campaign calls on 
Congress to shift war funding to 
support human needs here and 
real solutions in Iraq.

To sign onto our DEFUND/ 
REFUND petition, go to www.
afsc.org/defund-refund-petition
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Stories of AFSC’s ‘practical idealism’ at work

Reflections at 90

Feeding in Germany
George	Schmidt
Fayetteville,	Pennsylvania

My	father’s	nephew	was	a	young	man	
in	Dresden,	Germany,	following	World	
War	I.	He	and	the	lady	he	later	married	
often	recalled	how	they	were	hungry	and	
vividly	 remembered	 the	 nourishment	
provided	by	the	Society	of	Friends.	They	
have	 two	 bright	 granddaughters.	 One		
received	her	Ph.D.	in	Microbiology	from	
Einstein	University,	 and	 the	 second,	 a	
Ph.D.	in	Economics	from	the	University	
of	California,	Berkeley.	You	will	never	
know	how	the	descendants	of	those	you	
served	will	contribute,	thrive,	and	pros-
per	in	future	generations.

owner	of	a	newspaper	in	Germany	now	
an	elevator	boy.

For	 $12	 a	 week,	 six	 couples	 were		
allowed	to	come	for	two-week	stays	at	the	
hostel.	They	arrived	suspicious,	wonder-
ing	what	the	“catch”	might	be.	The	guests	
took	only	about	a	day	to	settle	in	for	what	
became	 an	 idyllic	 holiday.	 There	 were	
amateur	theatricals,	sing-alongs,	games,	
talent	nights.	

The	two	weeks	flew	by	for	each	of	the	
three	sets	of	guests.	But	for	a	brief	time	
the	AFSC	hostel	had	given	 them	relief	
from	unpleasantness,	comfort,	happiness	
and,	perhaps	most	important,	a	renewed	
sense	that	life	was	worth	living.

A World War ii hostel 
Joan	Newlin	Poole
Summerfield,	North	Carolina

My	first	experience	with	AFSC	was	
in	1945	when	I	was	ten.	My	father	and	
mother,	Algie	I.	and	Eva	Miles	Newlin,	
had	 been	 appointed	 co-directors	 of	 a	
summer	hostel	for	German	Jewish	refu-
gees	in	Nyack,	New	York,	in	a	mansion	
loaned	to	AFSC	by	its	owner.	

The	hostel	 guests	had	managed	 to		
escape	Nazi	Germany	 to	be	met	with		
often	virulent	anti-German	prejudice	in	
the	United	States.	The	children	of	some	
refused	to	speak	to	their	parents	in	the	
street	because	of	their	German	accents.	
An	opera	singer	was	now	a	janitor,	the	

AFSC’s	program	work	around	the	globe	is	grounded	in	more	than	three	centuries	of	
Quaker	witness	to	four	basic	testimonies:	equality,	peace,	integrity,	and	simplicity.

For	90	years,	thousands	of	volunteers	and	staff	members	of	many	faiths	and	cultures	
have	committed	 themselves	 to	 transforming	 society	 through	 this	 framework	of	

practical	idealism.	Program	issues	and	geographic	locations	change	over	time,	but	the	commitment	
to	these	principles	remains	constant	and	continues	to	guide	our	witness	in	the	world.

Over	the	summer,	we	asked	some	of	you	to	share	your	memories	of	AFSC	as	we	celebrate	our	
90th	anniversary.	Below,	we	share	five	reflections	from	the	hundreds	we	received.
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 Graciela	Martinez	
	 Visalia,	California

When	I	was	barely	19,	freshly	gradu-
ated	 from	 high	 school,	 a	 friend	 of	 my	
mother’s	heard	about	a	part-time	 typist	
job	for	someone	who	knew	both	English	
and	Spanish.	I	was	hired	for	the	job	with	
AFSC’s	Farm	Labor	Program	in	Visalia,	
California,	in	the	fall	of	1964.	I	was	there	
as	one	of	our	proudest	efforts,	our	 star	
program,	Self-Help	Enterprises,	was	con-
ceived	and	given	birth	to.	Soon	after,	in	
1965,	and	as	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	
was	preparing	for	the	Selma	to	Montgom-
ery	march	in	the	Civil	Rights	movement,	
the	AFSC	offered	an	opportunity	for	any	
staff	to	participate	in	the	march.	I	joined	
a	contingent	of	four	other	people	and	in	
an	old,	beat-up	station	wagon	we	crossed	
the	dusty	California	desert	and	descend-
ed	upon	unknown	territory—at	least	for	
me.	

As	I	look	back	on	those	days,	I	still	can’t	
believe	that	I	was	a	part	of	such	an	impor-
tant	civil	 rights	movement.	 I	was	 filled	
with	the	sense	of	injustice	these	disenfran-
chised	people	felt,	and	when	I	returned	
from	that	trip,	I	regretfully	left	my	job	with	
AFSC	to	join	the	farm	worker	movement	
of	Cesar	Estrada	Chavez,	a	shy,	timid	farm	
worker.

Conscientious objection  
in the Vietnam era

David	Johnson
Orange,	California

I	first	heard	of	AFSC	when	I	was	a	
high	school	junior	in	1968,	contemplat-
ing	how	best	to	convince	my	draft	board	
that	 my	 conscientious	 objection	 was		
legitimate,	 sincere,	 and	one	based	on	
personal	religious	beliefs.	In	doing	my	
research,	I	came	across	AFSC	and	wrote	
to	 them,	 receiving	 extremely	 helpful		
information	not	only	on	how	to	file	the	
appropriate	 paperwork,	 but,	 more		
importantly,	 how	 best	 to	 address	 the		
important	questions	of	that	tumultuous	
time	in	a	personal	and	forthright	man-
ner.	That	16-year-old	boy	has	become	a	
middle-aged	man	who	looks	back	with	
pride	 and	 gratitude	 at	 that	 critical	
time.

Share your AFSC story
Read more stories and help us  
celebrate our 90th anniversary 
by submitting a story about 
your experience with AFSC. 
Go to www.afsc.org/90.
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india in the 19�0s
Bibhutibhusan	Mohanty
Angul	,	Orissa,	India

I	 was	 an	 Educationalist	 at	 the		
Barpali	 Village	 Service,	 at	 Barpali,		
Orissa,	India,	from	April	1958	to	March	
1959,	where	the	first	health	cooperative	
in	India	was	organized	in	the	37	villages	
of	Barpali	Village	Service.

It	 was	 my	 job	 to	 popularize	 hand	
pumps	and	water-seal	latrines	that	came	
to	be	known	as	Barpali	Latrines	in	the	
villages.	I	used	the	traditional	and	folk	
forms	of	communication	to	popularize	
the	latrine	and	the	pump.	We	installed	a	
latrine	and	a	pump	in	each	primary	and	
high	school	in	the	project	area.	The	chil-
dren	who	used	them	ultimately	became	
our	communication	and	change	agents.	
We	realized	that	social	change	was	slow	
whereas	 the	 technological	 change	was	
very	quick;	but	 social	 change,	when	 it	
became	 permanent, 	 accelerated		
processes	 of	 change	 in	 other	 areas	 of		
human	endeavor.

The Civil Rights and farm 
workers’ movements
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By	Willie	Colón	Reyes

 For Viola Casares,	it	was	a	gathering	
of	hope.

From	June	27	through	July	1,	Casares	
was	one	of	an	estimated	15,000	people	
who	met	in	Atlanta,	Georgia,	for	the	first-
ever	U.S.	Social	Forum	(USSF).	Her	goals	
echoed	the	Forum’s	reason	for	being:	to	
help	 those	 working	 for	 social	 change	
build	 relationships,	 learn	 from	 each		
other’s	 experiences,	 and	 develop	 joint	
strategies.

“Sometimes	we	get	so	involved	with	
our	own	work	that	it’s	hard	to	make	those	
connections,”	says	Casares,	a	founder	of	
the	 San	 Antonio,	 Texas-based	 Fuerza	
Unida	[United	Force],	which	has	worked	
with	AFSC	on	a	variety	of	projects.	The	
group	organizes	workers,	mostly	women,	
to	advocate	for	their	rights.	Its	projects	

include	a	sewing	cooperative	and	leader-
ship	training	for	youth.

“I	 came	 back	 [from	 Atlanta]	 with	
hope	 that	 it’s	 not	 only	 Fuerza	 Unida	
working	on	 these	 issues,”	 she	adds.	 “It	
gave	me	more	faith	and	courage	to	con-
tinue	the	work	we’re	doing.”

 The USSF	 evolved	 from	the	World	
Social	Forum,	which	began	in	2001	and	
brings	together	grassroots	groups,	youth,	
nongovernmental	organizations,	wom-
en’s	groups,	and	many	others	to	develop	
alternatives	 to	 corporate	 globalization	
and	militarization.	AFSC	has	been	a	part	
of	the	World	Social	Forum	process	since	
2002,	and	the	organization	participated	
in	and	helped	organize	 the	USSF	 [see		
article	on	next	page].

“With	 so	 many	 world	 events		
either	 defined	 or	 driven	 by	 U.S.	
policies,	 finding	 ways	 to	 work	
together	here	 in	 the	U.S.	 and	 to	
counter	those	policies	is	of	para-
mount	 importance,”	explains	Bal	
Pinguel,	 coordinator	 of	 	 AFSC’s	
Peacebuilding	and	Demilitariza-
tion	Program.

The	 Forum’s	 five	 days	 were	
filled	with	more	than	1,000	work-
shops	 and	 plenaries	 on	 topics	
ranging	from	immigration	and	the	
U.S.	prison	system,	to	the	environ-
ment	and	debt	relief	for	impover-
ished	nations.	Culture	and	celebra-
tion	were	also	part	of	the	mix	and	
included	 a	 two-mile	 march	 that	
opened	 the	Forum,	hundreds	of	

U.S. Social Forum lays the foundation for lasting change

Movement 2.0

Photo: (left) AFSC’s Dreams and Night-
mares exhibit at the U.S. Social Forum.

information	 tables	 inside	 the	 Atlanta	
Civic	Center,	and	an	art	exhibit	and	film		
series.	

 Members of the AFSC	delegation	
agree	that	the	benefits	of	the	USSF	will	
become	more	apparent	in	time	as	people	
build	on	the	relationships	established	in	
Atlanta.	

However,	some	key	issues	that	AFSC	
works	on	got	an	 immediate	boost.	For	
example,	efforts	to	abolish	foreign	U.S.	
military	bases	took	a	step	forward	with	
the	beginning	of	a	nationwide	coalition,	
and	plans	 for	 joint	 speaking	 tours	and	
workshops.	And	AFSC	immigration	staff	
members	 are	 developing	 plans	 with		
immigrants’	 rights	groups	 they	met	 in	
Atlanta.

With	plans	 in	motion	 for	a	 second	
USSF	in	2010,	many	people	stress	 that	
the	success	of	this	process	lies	in	sticking	
with	what	worked	in	Atlanta.

“The	 USSF	 was	 not	 a	 ‘celebrity’	
event—not	even	social	justice	celebrities,”	
says	Eisha	Mason,	associate	director	of	
AFSC’s	Pacific	Southwest	Region	based	
in	Los	Angeles.	“It	really	was	a	‘people’s’	
event	because	the	leadership	was	grass-
roots.	The	USSF	was	evidence	that	we	
have	realized	the	ones	who	are	going	to	
save	us	is	us—the	real	us.”

Willie	Colón	Reyes	is	the	editor	of	
Quaker	Action.
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Movement 2.0

Recognizing the potential long-term benefits 
to AFSC’s program work, staff, committee 
members, and constituents made significant 
contributions to the first-ever U.S. Social 
Forum (USSF). Those contributions included: 

• Leadership on the USSF national steer- 
ing committee

• Holding the Bill Sutherland Institute  
for Africa advocates and Third World  
Coalition annual meeting in con- 
junction with the Forum

• Installation of AFSC’s Dreams and 
Nightmares exhibit, a memorial to the 
Iraqi lives lost in the war and occupation

• Co-sponsorship of nearly 30 workshops 
and trainings

• Screening AFSC’s film, Bringing the War 
Home, about our acclaimed Eyes Wide 
Open Iraq war exhibit

To learn more, go to www.afsc.org/ 
us-social-forum. 

What we did this summer

Photos (clockwise, from above): videotaping 
the proceedings; the program gets under-
way at the AFSC-cosponsored Africa 
“solidarity tent”; the well-patronized AFSC 
literature table; speakers at an AFSC-
sponsored workshop; opening day march; 
performance during the closing ceremony; 
AFSC delegation at the opening day march.
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News from around AFSC

 P E A C E

Eliminating the roots of war

On	 the	 62nd	 anniversary	 of	 the	 atomic	
bombings	 of	 Hiroshima	 and	 Nagasaki,		
Japan,	AFSC’s	Peacebuilding	and	Demili-
tarization	Program	launched	the	two-part	
Widening	War	speaking	tour	to	create	a	
stronger	 network	 of	 activists	 striving	 to	
eliminate	 the	 roots	 of	 war	 and	 the		
machines	that	keep	them	running.

The	 first	 part	 of	 the	 tour,	 which	 made	
stops	 in	 Philadelphia	 and	 Pittsburgh,	
Pennsylvania,	 and	 Florence,	 Massachu-
setts,	 this	 past	 August,	 focused	 on	 the		
horrors	of	nuclear	weapons	and	prolifera-
tion.	In	September,	the	second	part	of	the	
tour	traveled	through	California	and	high-
lighted	 the	 role	 that	 U.S.	 military	 bases	
play	worldwide	in	launching	and	perpet-
uating	war.

“Military	bases	and	nuclear	weapons	form	
the	 basis	 for	 the	 ideology	 of	 military		
actions	and	interventions	as	first	options	
in	addressing	conflicts,”	notes	Bal	Pinguel,	
director	of	the	Peacebuilding	and	Demil-
itarization	 Program.	 “The	 sooner	 the	
United	States	and	other	military	powers	
are	divested	of	these	so-called	‘advantages,’	
the	more	serious	they	will	be	about	seek-
ing	diplomatic	and	non-military	solutions	
to	conflicts.”

For more information go to www.afsc.

org/peace/peace-program

  E C O N O M i C  J U S T i C E

Dialogue defuses war of nerves in 
the maquiladoras

Throughout	this	past	summer,	the	AFSC-
supported	 Comité 	 Fronter izo	 de		
Obrer@s	(CFO,	or	Border	Workers	Com-
mittee)	faced	accusations	that	it	was	try-
ing	 to	 destabilize	 the	 economy	 of	 the	

towns	where	it	operates	along	the	Mexico-
U.S.	border.	At	issue	was	the	situation	at	
the	 Fujikura	 plant	 in	 Piedras	 Negras,	
Mexico,	which	planned	to	 lay	off	all	 its	
workers,	void	their	contracts,	and	rehire	
them	 under	 new	 (and	 most	 likely	 less		
favorable)	terms.

The	CFO	supported	the	workers	as	they	
opted	 not	 to	 fight	 the	 mass	 layoffs.		
Instead,	they	pushed	to	get	their	full	sev-
erance	benefits	as	provided	by	Mexican		
labor	law.

In	 response	 to	 the	 accusations	 from		
power	 brokers	 in	 Piedras	 Negras	 and	
nearby	Ciudad	Acuña,	CFO	representa-
tives	met	with	the	mayors	of	both	towns.	
The	mayors	understood	the	legitimacy	of	
the	CFO’s	causes	and	activities,	and	the	
meeting	 helped	 defuse	 tensions	 and		
establish	 common	 ground.	 Ultimately,	
workers	 agreed	 to	 a	 compromise	 with		
Fujikura.

Throughout	 the	 ordeal,	 AFSC	 provided	
technical 	 support , 	 notes 	 Ricardo		
Hernández,	 director	 of	 AFSC’s	 Mexico-
U.S.	Border	Program.	“It’s	hard	to	explain	
when	so	often	the	work	we	do	isn’t	seen,”	
says	CFO	leader	Julia	Quiñonez.	“But	we	
feel	part	of	the	success	when	the	workers	
can	say,	‘We	did	it	by	ourselves’.	”	

To read more, go to www.afsc.org/

mexico-us-border.

 H E A L i N g  J U S T i C E

Speaking out against confinement 
abuses of prisoners, immigrants

The	staff	of	AFSC’s	Newark,	New	Jersey-
based	Prison	Watch	project,	which	moni-
tors	the	conditions	of	prison	confinement,	
routinely	speak	out	against	human	rights	
abuses.	Now,	 they’re	also	addressing	 the	
connections	 between	 the	 confinement		
of	 prisoners	 and	 the	 detention	 of		
immigrants.	

Widening War featured speaker Yuko Nakamura (right) teaches a participant how to 
make an origami peace crane.
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Photos: (above) Creating a mural at the  
L.A. Peace Summit; (bottom) In Mozam-
bique, cassava was planted to avert a food 
shortage.

Bonnie	Kerness,	Prison	Watch	Coordina-
tor,	explains	that	both	forms	of	confine-
ment—which	can	include	people	held	in	
isolation	for	long	periods	of	time—violate	
international	 law.	In	 Newark,	 Prison	
Watch	 is	 working	 with	 staff	 of	 AFSC’s		
immigration	program	on	media	outreach	
and	speaking	engagements	to	shed	light	
on	the	inhumane	treatment	of	prisoners	
and	immigrant	detainees.

“Other	problems	that	affect	U.S.	citizens	
in	prisons,	such	as	lack	of	medical	care	and	
the	inability	to	have	translators	so	people	
know	what’s	happening	to	them,	are	now	
falling	on	 immigrant	detainees,”	Bonnie	
adds.

She	also	notes	that	some	farm	owners	are	
using	prisoners	to	replace	migrant	work-
ers	as	cheap,	exploitable	labor.	“They	don’t	
have	the	right	to	negotiate	wages	and	they	
are	punished	for	not	complying	with	their	
supervisors,”	 Bonnie	 says,	 pointing	 out	
that	this	is	a	violation	of	the	13th	Amend-
ment	everywhere	except	in	prisons.	“This	
is	forced	labor,	slave	labor.”

 H U M A N i T A R i A N  

 A S S i S T A N C E

AFSC projects in Africa help build 
a stable future

Recent	projects	in	Central	and	Southern	

Africa	 not	 only	 have	
helped	 communities	 to	
survive	immediate	crises,	
but	also	to	develop	stable	
futures.

Working	with	local	part-
ners	 in	 Burundi,	 AFSC	
helped	buy	and	distribute	
anti-malaria	 medication	
for	300	people,	as	well	as	
corn	and	flour	to	some	1,500	people.	The	
food	distribution	was	part	of	a	food-for-
work	project	that	employed	local	people	
to	help	in	the	reforestation	of	an	ecologi-
cally	devastated	province.	

AFSC	also	provided	funds	so	three	part-
ner	 organizations	 in	 the	 Democratic  
Republic of Congo	could	distribute	seeds,	
food,	and	cooking	supplies	to	war	widows.	
One	goal	 is	 to	begin	dialogues	 there	on	
peaceful	 cohabitation,	 a	 necessity	 in	 a	
country	that	has	witnessed	long	periods	
of	war	since	1996.	

In	Mozambique,	AFSC	helped	commu-
nities	set	up	food	and	seed	banks	to	guard	
against	 future	crop	 failures.	The	project	
also	encouraged	people	to	avoid	desper-
ate	and	environmentally	destructive	mea-
sures	to	ward	off	hunger.

More information is available online at

www.afsc.org/africa

 

 Y O U T H

Youth summit spurs action on 
social justice

On	June	1,	more	than	700	high	school	and	
college	students	came	to	the	Los	Angeles	
Peace	and	Justice	Summit,	co-organized	
by	AFSC	and	a	number	of	youth	and	com-
munity	groups.	The	day-long	conference	
featured	student-led	workshops	on	coun-
tering	military	recruiters,	the	war	in	Iraq,	
cultural	 identity,	 police	 and	 the	 prison	
system,	and	other	social	justice	issues.		

“The	 students	 came	 from	 some	 of	 the	
poorest	communities	in	Los	Angeles,”	says	
Eisha	Mason,	associate	regional	director	
of	AFSC’s	Pacific	Southwest	region.	“Peo-
ple	 may	 think	 stereotypically	 that	 these	
students	don’t	care	about	social	justice.	The	
response	 from	 that	 day	 is	 that	 they	 do	
care.”

The	summit	has	served	as	a	catalyst	for	
smaller	groups	of	students	to	take	on	proj-
ects	 for	 social	 justice,	 and	 follow-up	
events	already	are	being	planned	for	nine	
schools.	 AFSC	 staff	 and	 other	 youth		
organizers	 are	 also	 sharing	 information	
about	alternatives	to	the	military	in	these	
heavily-recruited	schools.	
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Words from Our Sponsors

By	M’Annette	Ruddell

Each	November	on	the	last	Thurs-
day	before	Thanksgiving,	the	his-
toric	Kennett	Friends	Meeting	in	

Chester	 County,	 Pennsylvania,	 trans-
forms	into	a	“department	store.”		

For	months,	a	volunteer	sorts	donated	
books	by	subject	and	they	are	placed	on	
shelves	 in	 the	 library.	Down	the	hall,	a	
gift	shop	sports	handmade	wreaths	and	
crafts,	as	well	as	knitted	items.		The	Coun-
try	 Store	 sells	 baked	 goods	 and	 fresh	
mushrooms	donated	by	a	meeting	mem-
ber	who	raises	them	in	this	mushroom-
capital-of-the-world	 region.	 There	 are	
activities	for	children	including	the	ever	
popular	 pony	 rides.	 Grandma’s	 Attic	
houses	treasures	for	astute	buyers	and	the	
plants	sell	out	quickly.

The	 first	 Kennett	 Quaker	 Fair	 was	
held	 in	 1951	 and	 the	 annual	 event	 is		
eagerly	 anticipated	 by	 patrons	 from	 a	
wide	geographical	area.		

Meeting	member	Laura	Fraser	says,	
“This	event	is	important	to	all	of	us.	And	
I’m	glad	 to	 say	 that	we’ve	been	able	 to	
send	$10,000	to	AFSC	in	the	last	several	
years.”		

Other	Friends	meetings	have	devel-
oped	similarly	inventive	ways	to	support	
AFSC.	London	Grove	Meeting,	also	 in	
Chester	County,	holds	a	spring	plant	sale	
to	benefit	AFSC,	and	Milwaukee	Friends	
Meeting	hosts	an	annual	fundraiser.

For	many	years,	volunteers	in	the	Phil-
adelphia	area	have	organized	“Recycle”	
sales	at	which	donated	goods	(often	from	
Quaker-sponsored	retirement	communi-
ties)	 are	 sold	 to	 raise	 funds	 for	AFSC.	
Currently,	 Gwynedd	 Friends	 Meeting	
houses	these	popular	events.		

Pennies, posies, ponies… 
Creative ways that AFSC donors give

the	student	put	some	of	the	money	in	his	
savings	account,	spent	a	little	on	a	toy	he	
wanted,	 and	 the	 rest	 was	 given	 to	
AFSC.

Gifts	 large	 and	 small,	 ordinary	 or		
unusual,	help	to	“grease	the	wheels”	as	
one	donor	said	in	the	letter	that	accom-
panied	her	gift.	All	are	crucial	to	AFSC’s	
ongoing	work	and	witness.

M’Annette	 Ruddell	 is	 a	 Quaker	 Action	
contributing	editor.

 Examples also abound of	individu-
als	who	give	in	unexpected	ways.		

One	creative	donor	 in	Colorado	 is	
also	an	artist	with	a	special	interest	in	
Haiti.	 She	 has	 made	 Christmas	 tree		
ornaments,	 knitted	 items,	 and	 small	
pewter	pigs	(reminiscent	of	the	Creole	
pigs	that	were	part	of	an	AFSC	develop-
ment	project	in	Haiti)	and	sold	them	to	
benefit	that	program.

Another	 donor	 contributed	 a	 col-
lage/box	by	noted	20th	Century	Amer-
ican	 artist	 Joseph	 Cornell.	 And	 the		
juvenile	 fiction	 writer	 Lois	 Lenski		
Covey	included	AFSC	in	her	trust,	and	
the	 organization	 receives	 quarterly		
donations	as	a	result.	Her	books,	notable	
for	their	realistic	depiction	of	children’s	
lives,	 include	 Judy’s	 Journey	 and		
Strawberry	Girl.

Children	also	come	up	
with	very	creative	 fund-
raising	ideas.	In	the	after-
math	 of	 September	 11,	 a	
young	Friend	in	Florida	de-
signed	 and	 sold	 a	 peace		
T-shirt	and	gave	the	profits	
to	the	Service	Committee.	
We’ve	 received	 scrawled	
notes	forwarding	allowanc-
es	 for	 special	needs	 such	as	
relief	and	reconstruction	after	
the	 Indonesian	 tsunami	 and	
Hurricane	Mitch	that	devastated	
parts	of	Central	America.		

One	young	donor	found	$300	on	
his	 neighborhood	 elementary	 school	
playground.	 Although	 efforts	 were	
made	to	find	the	owner,	they	were	fruit-
less.	With	the	guidance	of	his	parents,	

Former AFSC staff Beth Binford organizes 
a “Recycle” sale.Ph
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Focus on Colorado

Editor’s	note:	Sarah	Gill,	AFSC’s	Colorado	
area	program	coordinator,	participates	in	
one	of	Denver’s	weekly	peace	vigils.	Many	
of	the	vigils—like	the	one	she	writes	about	
below—are	 neighborhood	 based.	 “Just	
neighbors	 who	 started	 out	 as	 strangers	
coming	 together	 to	 witness	 for	 peace,”		
Sarah	says.	This	story	originally	appeared	
in	 AFSC’s	 Central	 Region	 newsletter,		
AFSC	Now.

By	Sarah	Gill

Every	Saturday	at	the	intersection	
of	Federal	and	Speer	in	Denver,	
it’s	pretty	much	the	same	story.	I	

stand	on	the	northeast	corner	with	my	
“Honk	 for	Peace”	 sign;	Nancy’s	on	 the	
southwest	corner	with	her	“Support	the	
Troops:	Bring	Them	Home	Now”	sign;	
and	Teresa	 takes	 the	northwest	corner	
with	“Peace	Is	Patriotic.”

Then	 there’s	Brett	on	 the	 southeast	
corner;	he	has	an	assortment	of	 signs,	
some	of	which	 I	know	AFSC	couldn’t		
endorse	like	“Where	was	your	boy	dur-
ing	Katrina?”	or	“Torture	is	not	a	family	
value.”

Brett	 sometimes	 likes	 to	get	 into	 it	
with	people,	so	I	notice	one	week	when	
a	guy	walks	up	and	talks	to	him.	He	has	
a	 large,	white	grocery	bag.	There	 isn’t	
much	of	an	exchange,	and	next	thing	I	
know,	 he’s	 is	 walking	 across	 to	 my		
corner.

It’s	a	sunny,	really,	really	hot	day	and	
I’m	surrounded	by	the	commotion	of	the	
traffic	and	the	honking.	In	contrast,	his	
approach	is	quiet	and	unassuming.	As	he	
walks	up,	he	takes	a	bottle	of	water	out	of	
the	plastic	bag	and	hands	it	to	me.	He	tells	
me	he	has	just	gotten	back	from	his	sec-
ond	tour	in	Iraq,	and	he	wants	to	thank	
us	for	what	we’re	doing.

Honk for peace at Federal and Speer
Face-to-face with the aftermath of the Iraq war

I	blurt	out	“I’m	glad	you	made	it	home	
safely!”	 as	 I	 watch	 him	 walk	 to	 the		
remaining	two	corners	with	his	welcome	
delivery.	Then	I	stand	with	my	sign,	cry-
ing,	trying	to	hide	it—tears	might	con-
fuse	the	passing	drivers	who’ve	come	to	
expect	 a	 smile	 and	 a	 peace	 sign	 in		
exchange	for	“honking	for	peace.”

After	the	vigil,	we	gather	to	say	our	
goodbyes.	Turns	out,	 I	wasn’t	 the	only	
one	who	’d	cried.

Nancy	had	asked	him	how	it	was	in	
Iraq.	His	reply:	“Horrible.”	

How	I	wished	I	could	have	been	there	
for	him.	His	demeanor,	his	spirit,	made	
me	wish	I	could’ve	hugged	and	held	him.	
I	didn’t	realize	it	‘til	he’	d	walked	away,	but	
something	in	me	must	have	sensed	his	
brokenness.	My	typical	response	would	
have	been	to	say,	“Do	you	know	about	
Iraq	 Vets	 Against	 the	 War?”	 or	 “My		
organization	has	a	memorial	for	soldiers	

and	Iraqis.	 It’s	 called	Eyes	Wide	Open	
and	it’ll	be	in	Denver	soon…”	But	I	said	
nothing.

I	didn’t	drink	 the	water,	although	I	
might	 have	 if	 I’d	 finished	 the	 bottle	 I	
brought	with	me.	 Instead,	 I’ve	saved	 it	
and	put	it	next	to	an	almost-spent	candle	
from	the	first	peace	vigil	I	ever	organized,	
the	one	held	worldwide	three	days	before	
the	“shock	and	awe”	bombings	at	the	start	
of	the	Iraq	war.	Even	then,	we	thought	
we	could	prevent	the	war.	We	really	did.	
Or	at	least	I	did.

As	I	write	this,	I	notice	the	label	on	
the	water	bottle	reads	“Pure	American.”	
As	I	write,	Simon	and	Garfunkel’s	“Amer-
ican	Tune”	emanates	from	my	computer,	
courtesy	of	iTunes	and	my	Mac	Power-
book	G4.	

As	I	write,	I	weep.

Photo: Sarah Gill and her Honk for Peace 
sign.
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Worldview: Democratic Republic of Congo

BY	JOHN	TREAT

Recent	elections	are	one	sign	of	
a	more	stable	situation	in	the	
Democratic	Republic	of	Con-

go	(DRC).	But,	after	decades	of	bloody	
war,	much	work	remains	to	be	done.

Local	Quaker	churches	and	com-
munity	 groups	 in	 the	 Eastern	 DRC	
asked	AFSC	for	support	with	commu-
nity	 based	 peacebuilding	 work.	 In	
particular,	they	wanted	to	address	the	
epidemic	 of	 sexual	 violence	 against	
women	and	girls	in	the	region.	

In	 response,	 AFSC	 gathered	 38	
community	members	and	trainers	to	
a	safer	gathering	place	in	Burundi	this	
past	 June	 to	 learn	 about	 a	 locally-	
developed,	community-based	model	
for	 addressing	 sexual	 violence.	 It’s	
called	CADEAL,	which	loosely	trans-
lates	 as	 “Community	 Listening	 and	
Education	Teams.”		

Netlyn	 Bernard,	 AFSC’s	 deputy		
regional	director	for	Africa,	explained	
that	“We	look	at	communities	not	as	
people	who	are	powerless,	but	as	peo-
ple	who	have	deep	resources	of	knowl-
edge	and	resilience	who	can	work	with	
us	to	change	their	lives.”	

 in the CADEAL model,	a	group	of	
10	 to	 15	 people	 representing	 local	
churches,	community	groups,	and	at	
times	government	organizations,	are	
trained	to	listen	and	counsel	women	
and	 girls	 who	 have	 been	 sexually		
assaulted.	These	 trained	 individuals		
are	often	the	first	point	of	contact	for	
raped	women	in	their	communities.		
They	also	accompany	each	woman	as	
she	acquires	medical	and	social	ser-
vices	and	supports	her	reintegration	
into	the	local	community.		

The ‘invisible wounds’
Communities in the DRC address sexual violence

However,	the	work	does	not	stop	with	
individual	 assistance.	 The	 CADEAL	
groups	 also	 bring	 attention	 to	 sexual		
violence	in	their	communities.	Through	
radio,	television,	and	local	mobilizations,	
they	advocate	for	prosecution	of	assaults,	
which	many	local	courts	ignore.

 During the five-day training,	partici-
pants	received	an	overview	of	the	perva-
siveness	of	rape	in	the	region	and	how	it	
is	used	as	a	weapon	of	
war.	The	country	re-
mains	in	tremendous	
conflict	 and	 women	
and	girls	are	the	sex-
ual	 victims	 of	 many	
armed	groups,	which	
is	wreaking	havoc	on	
family	structures	and	communities.

They	learned	of	the	systemic	causes	
of	sexual	violence	and	the	different	forms	
that	a	sexual	assault	can	take.	Significant	
time	 is	given	 to	 training	 in	supportive	
listening	techniques	as	well	as	familiar-
izing	participants	with	local	medical	and	
social	service	agencies.

“To	build	peace	in	the	hearts	of	the	
victims	 of	 sexual	 violence,	 you	 have		
to	be	competent	to	dress	their	invisible	

wounds,”	 one	 presenter	 told	 the		
participants.

The	 training	ended	with	plans	 for		
future	 work	 and	 a	 closing	 ceremony	
that	 included	the	presentation	of	cer-
tificates	to	the	participants.

“These	 five	 days	 we	 have	 passed		
together	in	this	wonderful	group	mark	
a	good	point	of	departure	for	Eastern	
DRC,”	 said	 Justine	 Elakano,	 AFSC		

program	officer	in	the	region.	“We	can	
hope	 that	 the	 learning	 you	 have		
received	here	is	something	that	you	will	
be	able	to	use	when	you	return	to	your	
communities	to	the	profit	of	victims.”	

John	 Treat	 is	 AFSC’s	 Director	 of		
External	Affairs.
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The country remains in tremendous 
conflict and women and girls are 
the sexual victims of many armed 
groups.

Photo: Participants display their
certificates.
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Recommendations

tion center. It premiered at the Toronto 
Film Festival in September. Watch for 
distribution near you!

The Namesake 

Based on the book by Jhumpa Lahiri, 
a feature about a global family. Learn 
more online at www.foxsearchlight.
com/site/thenamesake

internet

Bender’s immigration Bulletin

A source of daily information on  
immigration policy, legislation, and 
media coverage. 
www.bibdaily.com

AFSC RESOURCES
Echando Raices/Taking Root
Stories and reflections from immi-
grants and refugees, woven together 
with scenes of community life and 
a vibrant musical score. An AFSC 
educational 
video, now 
available on 
DVD. 

For more 
information, 
go to afsc.org/takingroot

Rights on the Line
This DVD takes a look at the growing 
role of armed vigilante groups and 
their anti-immigration scapegoating. 
Filmed by legal observers and  
human rights activists at the U.S.-
Mexico border and produced by 
AFSC. 

To order: afsc.org/immigrants-
rights/rightsontheline

AFSC’s Legislative Link
In this online blog, AFSC staff give 
their take on what’s happening on 
immigration in Washington, D.C. 
afsc.org/immigrants-rights/current-
news.

Understanding immigration
A resource list by AFSC’s immigrants’ rights staff

U.S.	immigration	policy	is	complicated,	and	there	is	a	lot	of	potentially	
confusing	and	misleading	information.	Here,	AFSC’s	immigrants’	rights		
staff	give	their	recommendations	of	sources	of	reliable	information	and	
analysis.

Books for adults

For You Were Once a Stranger:  
immigration in the U.S. Through  
the Lens of Faith
By Interfaith Worker Justice

A handbook with roots in a variety 
of faith traditions. Includes current 
information on legislation, history of 
immigration laws, and references to 
scriptures. 

Available online at www.iwj.org/ 
actnow/imm/immigration

Crossing into America: The New 
Literature of immigration 

By Louis Mendoza and S. Shankar

A compilation of short stories and mem-
oirs of writers born in Mexico, Cuba, 
Kashmir, the Philippines, South Africa, 
and other countries. 

Communities Without Borders:  
images and Voices from the World  
of Migration
By David Bacon

A book of photos and oral histories from 
transnational migrant communities 
in Guatemala, Mexico, and the United 
States by a former labor organizer and 
AFSC committee member. 

Taxi!: Cabs and 
Capitalism in New 
York City
By Biju Mathew

A chronicle of global-
ization, migration, and 
immigrant working 
class lives and orga-
nizing in the nation’s largest city.

No One is illegal: 
Fighting Racism and 
State Violence on the 
U.S.-Mexico Border
By Justin Akers Chacon 
and Mike Davis

An up-to-date report 
from the most conten-

tious region of the immigration debate.

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man
By John Perkins

A former international consultant tells 
of his experience con-
vincing poor countries 
to let U.S. corporations 
control their econo-
mies through loan 
programs. Speaks to 
one of the major
causes of migration.

Books for children

The Upside Down Boy/El niño de 
cabeza

Story by Juan Felip Herrera, illustrated 
by Elizabeth Gómez 

The story of a migrant boy settling for 
the first time in the city.

My Diary from Here to There/Mi 
diario de aquí hasta allá

Story by Amada Irma Pérez, illustrated 
by Maya Christina Gonzalez

In the form of a diary, the author  
recounts the story of her family’s immi-
gration from Juarez, Mexico, to the U.S.

Film and video

The Visitor
A feature about an undocumented  
immigrant who ends up in an ICE deten-
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It	seems	that		
even	the	colossal		
tragedy	of	the	Iraq		
war	has	failed	to	teach		
the	current	admini-	
stration	the	inherent		
limitations	of	saber	rattling		
in	the	place	of	meaningful		
diplomacy.

Through	dialogue,	we	were	
offering	an	alternative	to	the	present		
course.	What	will	be	the	consequence	of	the	admini-	
stration’s	ever	less	veiled	threats	of	military		
action?	How	many	people	could	die	in	the	collateral	damage	
of	a	bombing	campaign?	How	will	such	a	course	stifle	the	
lively	public	debate	within	Iran?	Compared	to	those	real	
risks,	what	were	a	few	entry	visas	that	could	have	opened	
broader	options	for	addressing	the	tensions	between	our		
two	countries?
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On	Labor	Day,	14	Iranian	religious	and	academic	
leaders	were	due	to	arrive	in	the	United	States	for	a	
two-week	cultural	exchange	co-sponsored	by	

AFSC.	It	was	part	of	our	ongoing	work	to	build	bridges	with	
Iran.	To	our	dismay,	the	delegation	was	cancelled	on	the	
Friday	of	Labor	Day	weekend	when	the	Department	of	
Homeland	Security	refused	to	grant	visas	to	four	members	of	
the	delegation.

During	their	stay,	the	members	of	the	delegation—mostly	
professors	from	Tehran	and	the	holy	city	of	Qom—would	
have	had	meetings	at	the	United	Nations,	the	Library	of	
Congress,	and	various	academic	institutions,	as	well	as	
meetings	with	Jewish,	Christian,	and	Muslim	leaders.

I	was	surprised	that	a	series	of	largely	off-the-record	
conversations	could	be	considered	a	threat	to	our	security.	I	
cannot	help	but	wonder	whether	the	prospect	of	photos	of	
Iranians	and	Americans	of	various	faiths	shaking	hands	and	
discussing	their	differences	and	common	interests	and	
concerns	was	simply	too	off-message	for	the	administration’s	
reinvigorated,	anti-Iran	PR	offensive.		

Bombing bridges with iran
A message from AFSC General Secretary Mary Ellen McNish

The Eleanor Roosevelt connection

“When I found that I could earn a certain amount of money on the radio, I 
realized that the American Friends Service Committee was doing work of 
the type which I was most interested in,” said Eleanor Roosevelt in an April 
1935 radio talk. True to her word, she donated much of the money she 
earned from her radio broadcasting and newspaper column to AFSC.

AFSC’s early work in U.S. coal mining regions—which focused on vocational 
re-education and subsistence living projects—first attracted Roosevelt’s 
attention. She also liked the way that Quakers put their faith into action 
with good deeds, rather than focusing on theological disputation.

Roosevelt repeatedly wrote to AFSC, trying to find help for people in need 
who contacted her. And when her schedule allowed, she made appear-
ances at AFSC events. 

“…I feel great confidence of the work of this Committee not only here but 
in European countries,” she said, “and I hope that they will continue to 
allow me to work with them and to develop projects which are of mutual 
interest.”Eleanor Roosevelt and former AFSC executive 

secretary Clarence Pickett (1930s).

Some facts about iran

Suffrage: 18 years of age (universal)

     Life expectancy (2005): 71

          Adult literacy: 77 percent

               Also, women represent more  
                 than 60 percent of university  
 entrants.

       Sources: CIA World Factbook;  
                       parstimes.com
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Your contribution in their names:

•  provides support to families in our projects who often lack even life’s  
basic necessities,

•   supports nonviolence and peace building around the world,

•  works for justice, civil rights, and human dignity.

For each $35 gift, you’re entitled to a card with a colorful original drawing by 
renowned artist Laura Coyle. The gift message inside reads:

This card represents a gift made in your name to the American Friends 
Service Committee  for its programs which alleviate suffering and work  

for reconciliation and peace.

You’ll also receive a matching envelope and a peace dove ornament 
suitable for hanging.

This holiday season honor  
your friends and family with 
a gift to the American 
Friends Service Committee.

You may place your order online at www.afsc.org,  
telephone toll free 1-888-588-2372, #1,  

or use the envelope found in this magazine.
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  erbert	Graetz	was	born	in	Vienna	in	1920	amidst	post-war		
		food	shortages.	Although	the	family	pediatrician	recom-
mended	orange	juice,	for	the	vitamin	C,	the	fruit	was	
virtually	unavailable.		Undeterred,	Herb’s	father	went	to	the	
railroad	station	to	ask	travelers	if	they	had	oranges.		Among	

them	were	British	Quakers.		

“My	father,”	says	Herb,	“was	not	easily	impressed.	But	the	British	
Friends	who	gave	him	oranges	and	cared	about	their	former	enemies	
made	an	enormous	impression	on	him.”	

After	Germany’s	invasion	of	Austria	in	1938,	the	family	fled	to	
Switzerland,	then	England,	and	finally	to	the	United	States.	

Decades	later,	the	name	American	Friends	Service	Committee	rang	
a	bell	with	Herb,	who	concluded	that	he	and	AFSC	shared	a	respect	for	
all	people	and	a	concern	for	peace.

Herb	supported	AFSC	with	generous	annual	contributions.	From	a	
financial	windfall,	Herb	and	his	wife,	Phyllis,	made	a	significant	
leadership	gift	which	will	fund	youth	internships	and	substantially	
increase	AFSC’s	endowment.		

As	he	was	nourished	by	the	oranges	from	the	Quakers	at	the	
Vienna	railroad	station,	Herb’s	generosity	will	nourish		

generations	to	come	as	they	look	beyond	“enemies”	and		
work	for	peace.

To learn more about including AFSC in your estate plan, call 
our Gift Planning Office toll free at 1-888-588-2372, ext. 3, or 

visit our website at www.afsc.org/give/planning.htm

Build a future... for 

Peace Justice Human Dignity

We meet again who left this place as boys
Declared mature in 19�8
To face a world of violence and noise,
Of politics and passion, war and hate.

We left the quiet school to find our fate
Of life or early death in stormy years.
i see the Schottenhof, pass through the gate
And i feel shaken and am moved to tears.

But gradually the cloudy vista clears.
We now know more than calculus and Greek
Our deepest mind now understands and hears
Not only facts, but truth. And so i speak.

With gratitude of all we learned
And of old friendships newly earned.

          Herb graetz  
     (on the occasion of a high school reunion)


