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VOICES OF YOUTH 

Another world is possible 
Tw ontinent , two s mimtl gathering , a 

w rid of hop fo r a more g nerous f utur . 
In th summer f 2001, more than 10,000 

p opl gather cl in ou th Afri a for the Third 
UN World Coni r nee Aga inst Racism, Ra ial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Relat cl 
lntol ranc CW AR). Then, in February 2002, 
some 80,000 more conv rged on Brazil f r 
the World Social Forum, which fo used on the 
eff cts o f unre ' tricted fr e trade. Both gather­
ings were mom ntous be ·,w s of th opportu­
nities for networking and cross-i ·nilization at 
th · grassroots I vel. 

The Am rican Fri nds S rv ice ommittee's 
cl .,I gations t 1 oth vent ind ud cl sizable 
numb rs f y ung p opl onn cted to our 
mor than fifty youth-r lat d programs world­
wid '. What th y had to say ·1bout th ir experi-
n s paints a pictur f a g ·n ration that 

wants t liv in a peac ful and just worl I; a 
gen ration that is, abov all, cl c..lica t cl to 
buildin that worl I. 

World Conference Against Racism 

I came away with a strong drive to end militarism and 
create peace harmony, and social j ustice. 

Isaiah Brokenleg, Seattle Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
TransexuaJ, and Questioning Youth Program 

Racism contribut s to on rnic and p lilical oncli­
tions that produce cl sp rat acts such as the tragic c enr.s 
of epteml r 11. Lasting p ace therefore cl pend, on a 
worldw ide m vemenL for racial justice. The WCAJ , held 
in Durban, S ulh Africa, was one of the building block. 
for su h a movem ~nt. 

The AFS '· youth participants say that th confe r­
en · Furth r d their understanding of other pe pies' strug­
gl s and the imp rtan 'C of working together: 

I u ill be able to call 1tpon Rorno, African, Asian Jndig -
nortS, and African des endant friend. to le11d a helping 
band n issues that affect us Native Americans. I know tbat 
their stmp,gle i my truggle. 

Tansey mith, American lndlan Program, 
AFS Pacific Mountain Region 

Photo: Demonstration at the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil Co11ll1med on b<tck page 

Welfare refortn with 
justice and dignity 

A S T HE .S. N RE 'S 
con ·id ers n •w w ·I fare 
legis l ati o n thi s y a r, 
Milli ent o llins' voi ' 

w ill h' one of t11 most important 
th 'Y hea r. 

A long-tim community activ ist 
and vo lunL r w ith AFS 's Upper 
N ~w Y rk State Ar 'a ffi c in 
, yracus , New Y, rk - and h rself 
a f rm ' r r cipi nt o f publi a. sis­
ta n " - llin recently met w ith 
aid , to enat rs Hillary linto n, 
,harl s churner, and Rep. James 

Walsh, as part of a "lobby day" on 
wel far r 'lllthori zation. 

hriss i Ri zzo, ar a program 

director in ·yr'1cusc; 1 athryn I urtz, 
asso iatc cli r ctor o f the o mm­
unity Relations nit based in Phila­
clelphia, Pennsylvania; and Roberta 
piv k, w ho i. coordinating w ·If.i re 

advocacy for AFS 's Na ti onw i l 
Worn •n's Program in Philaclelpbi,1, 
also made ongr ss ional visits. 

"Th k 'Y thing for me was that 
th Na tio nal oun il o f Church s 
hosted this event," Millie nt says. 
"Tb re was an abundanc o f hea rts 
and minds answ ring the proph tic 
call to 'Go and do justic w ith th 
poor and d is nfranchised of our 
land ."' 

Continued 011 page three 

Palestine-Israel crisis fund 
Mon y is n e l • l r r irnrnc­

clial • relief, such as m •clical aid , 
f o d, and bedding, lo h ·Ip p •o­
p! In Pale tinc- Isra "' L AF 's 
Emerg n y and Mat rial Assi -
t anc program lias air ad y 
released $90,000 to th • staff in 
Ramallah and Gaza. 

AF ' taff m •mbers ar 
a ·s"s· ing th ituation tlPr ' and 
planning long-term strategies. As 
things stabili.z ·, th y hop Lo re­
·1tc pp rtunities f r Palestinian 
youth t w ork on re onstructi n 
and rehabililati n of sh , lJ ,d and 
damag d house . u h pr cluctiv ' 
e p ri enc s will g i th em 
han es t s rv th " ir c 1m11uni­

tie , take I adership r l , and 
disp I f lings f help! ssne s. 

D nati ns in any amount w ill 
provicl em 'rg ' 11 y uppli s dur­
ing th· urr nt crisis and upp r1 

long-t rm r 'CO n" tru ti o n and 
p ac building ffo rrs. heck s 
may b , mad payable to AFS , 

armarl ed for Pal stine- lsra 0 ] 

fund , an I mailed to: 

AF 'C-1 eve! pm nl 

150 l h rry , tr 'CL 
Philacl I phia, l . 19 l 02-1479 

To dona! by r dit arcl , all , 
L 11- fr : 1-888-S88-2372, ext. 1, 
or go to th • s cure, online d na­
tion w h pag at www.afsc.org/ 

nbib.htrn. 

For more i,~fonn.ation and 
updates, go to www.af: c.o rg/ 
midea th m .htm. 
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E D I T O R I A L Linda Lotz & Rachael Kamel 

Lifting up the voice of dissent 

A G RO UP O F TMMI G RANT S in Los 
Angele · - sev "n Palestinians and a 
K nyan - arc arrested in a flurry o f 
SWAT tea ms and heli o pters. Their 

offense? Distributing magazin s commonly found 
in libraries and book sto res. 1 h re is no evidenc 
of illegal activity by the "LA8," as they are dubbed . 

A federal interag ncy do um nt leaked to th 
pr ss ah r th arrests rev als that the pro ecu­
tion of th LA8 is part o f a plan to deport thou­
sand o f Arabs and Muslims, sol ly on th 1 asis 
o f their religio n r national o rigin. The d ument 
includ an analysis o f prev ious fforts by the 
U.S. gov rnm nt to d port lranian immigrants, 
which stat s I arl y that the TNS did no t know 
w heth r the d p ,tees opposed - o r support d 
- U .. po licy toward Iran. 

1.t all sounds lik ' it o uld hw happened yes-
t relay, o r at any tim , sin ·e pt mb r L 1. In 
fact, th s arrests to k plac in January 1987. 

At th tim , in k eping w ith its history o f 
q u ,stioning unjust po licies in th ,, United States 
and abroad , th AFS undertook a lengthy cam­
paign that in lud d media outreach and o rganiz­
ing at th lo al and national level. Numerous court 
decisions hw onfirm d the illega li ty o f the gov­
ernment's a tions against th " LA8, y t the Justi e 
Departm nt ntinues to pursu the case . 

H's now n 'trly nin months sin the S p-
temb ,,r 11 attacks, the initiation o f the "war on 
t rrorism," and th subscqu nt arre t o f mor than 
1,400 immigrants, most o f th m from the Middle 
East and South Asia. Just as in 1987, the AFS is 
o n aga in exercising the righ1 to dissent by shin­
ing a spo tlight n l J.S. gov ·rnrn nt a t io ns and 

ailing o n governm nt auth r­
ities t resp ct free sp h , 
due pr ce s rights, and o lh r 
constitutional prot lions for all 
p ople, including immigrants 
and refug es. 

T clat , autho riti have 
fil cl criminal charg s again t 

only on man . No n th le s, Linda Lott 
ven though hundreds f p o-

ple (no on I nows the exact numb r) ar still 
inca rcerat cl in I S cl tention center , th Jus­
t ic D partm nt w ill not rel a their nam s o r 
disclose any info rmatio n about their cases. As 
p roposed in the document lea ked in 1987, many 
d etainees have been o r mo t li ke ly w ill b 
depo rted . Furth rmore: 

• some 5,000 Arab and Muslim immigrants 
hav been q uestio ned solely n th , basis 
of their ethnic or r ,Jigious backgrounds, and 

• dozens o f s arch s have b 'en conducted 
in th ho rn s and ffi ces o f prominent U., . 
Muslim leaders. 

The n ,w USA-Patriot Act also has autho ri zed 
wa rrantl ess s 'a rc hes, d ete nti o n w ith o u t 
charges, and the us~ o f secret ,videncc. o me 
r these measur s arc r 'Stricted to noncitizens, 

w hile others apply to citizens and noncitizens 
alike. Staff of AFS 's immigrant rights p rograms 
nati o nw id e are wo rk ing tir I ss ly to teac h 
immigrants about th ' ir rights and w hat to do if 
they ar arr steel in this "war against terrori sm." 
To str tch th ' AFSC's rea h , som immigrants 
·tre being tra in d to help ducate others. 

In add ition , the AFSC fmmigrant Rights Pro-

0 NE VOICE Mary Ellen McNish 

The REAL Axis of Evil 
In Janu·11y, I physi ally r 'o iled w hen I heard respect fo r the North Ko r an people. 

Presi lent 13ush in his ta te of the Uni n address l thinl , too, about the people in Iraq most 
name Iran, I raq , and North Korea as th A.xis of f w hom don't have clean dri nk ing water, rned-
Ev il. The AFSC works in two of those countries i ·ine, o r eno ugh food, due to econo mic sa ne-
- Iraq and orth E o rea - because we know Lions. Are they ur enemies? Do they deserve to 
f rom 8'> yea rs o f experi en c that establishing h ca lled "evi l"? The AFS 's Campaign of Con-
mutual r spect and trust o pens the door sci nee calls for an end to sa ncti o ns, 
to making peace. has sponsored delegations to isit Iraq, 

From our work around the world , and is ra ising money for water purifica-
w know th rea l axis of evil is env i- tio n ystems. (Se page 7.) 
ronmental degradation , pandemic pov- o gov rnm nt in the world is w ith-
' rty, and a world awa. h in weapons. out fl aw, w hether look ing at the coun-
O ur natio n should in st its energy and tri s targeted by Pr sident Bush - o r 
r ,sources in finding ways and m ans ~ th United States, to ou r regret. The 
to ·nd these debilitating conditi o ns, ir issue i , how ca n we crea te conditions 

a: 
w hich lead to war. I!' that w ill help m;1ke needed ·hanges non-

Wh en n am -ca llin g is use d , it Mary Ellen McNish v io lently? We know from experience tha t 

di erts us from our real work - it sets anger in it is po sible to identi fy common interests and 
mo ti o n , unfairl y ste reoty pes people, ,rnd st irs n gotiate mutually h nefi cial agreements. Nam '-
hatre I and vio l nee. ·ailing ho ists barriers to communication. 

My thoughts go hack to visiting North Korea The United States has unpara lleled strength 
last c to l er. Inst ·ad o f faces o f ev il , l saw and resources, w hich can hc used for good or 
hardworking, dignified people, trying to rega in ill. Let's work to support w hat is good. 

the ir sc lf-suffi ic ncy aft ' r yea rs or nood and ~ 
d ro ught, and gra du all y o p n th ir ulture to ~ /J'lc/J,,.;/._ 
the utside world . Th AF works w ith thr 
c o p rativ fa rms in North Ko rea, and we have 
spo nsor cl a number o f xchang s o f agrono­
mi sts and m di al exp e rts b e tw n North 
Ko r a and the U nited States. We hav g rea t 
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For more information on AF C's work in North 
Korea and Iraq, go to th ese web ites: www. 
a:f!. c. orgliraq.htm, www.afsc.org/conscience, and 
www.af sc.org/intl/asia/nkorea.btm. 

gram in New ark, New J rsey, 
i s coo rdinating the wo rk of 
va rious groups in th state to 
o ff r "know-your-rights" pre-

~ s ntati o ns in l NS d etentio n 
>-
0: centers. This i the nl y way 
m 

advo at can mak e contact I with th d tain es to offer th m 

Rachael Kamel I ga l r pr s ntation . 
Ju st as impo rtantl y, th 

AFSC is lifting up th voic of dissent, w hich is 
vital at all times, but nev r more so than in times 
of war. W support the rights and dignity of all 
immigrants as an x prcssion of our Q uaker val­
ues. ur opposi tion to the r ent tr atm nt o f 
immigrants is also based n the fact that th Bill 
o f Rights, in setting forth our most ba. ic cl mo­
cra tic pro t ctio ns, mak s no referen e to iti ­
zenship status. 

History shows that in time o f war, o nstitu­
tional rights ar frequentl y vio lated , su h as th ~ 
internment of Japanese Americans during World 
Wa r TI. T h , qu est fo r peace is al ways m ost 
fragile pr ,cisely w hen it is most urg nt - and 
the right to cli ss nt is the most basic tool in the 
quest for peace. 

Lind a Lotz is a mem ber of the AF C l n ter-
11alio11al Program staff he worked on the LAB 
case as part of the Middle Hast Peace Educatio11 
Program in Pasadena, Cal{fornia. Rachael Kamel 
is the education coordi11a /or in the Community 
Relations U11 ii . 
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Children in armed conflicts: A -w-orld-w-ide crisis 
I joined the army voluntarily ... 
because [they] came to our village 
and stole our cattle and killed 
people .. .. I took part in about eight 
combats .... Now I want to go home 
to my parents and go to school 

T HESE REFLECTIONS, from 
a form r chi ld s )di r 
int rview d by AF taff 
in Central Africa, ar 

nearly thr years o ld , yet they 
r main distressingly current. 

W, rl lwid , th r ar~ mor than 
300 000 child so ldiers fighting in 
conflicts. (Chi ld soldiers are defined 
as b ys and girls und r ag 18, 
although many are under 15.) ome 
are forced int military servic -
by gov mm nt and nongov rnm nt 
tr ops - at gu n point or to pr t ct 
th lives of family m mbers. th-

rs join be ause they 'r desperate 
£ r food, medi al are, or shelter. 

Efforts by AF C and th 
broad r Quak r community to nd 
this abuse range from advocating ~ r 
changes in national and inter­
national policies to r integrating 

child soldi r into i ty. 
Th Quaker Nations 

Offi ( UNO) in n va, witzer-
land, ha b en sp ially active at 
th policy level. Rach I Br rt, 
asso iat r pre entativ in QUNO­
Gen va, is chairp rson of the int r-

national Coa lition to top th s 
of hild S ldier . 

On of th coalition's main goa l 
ha be n to enc urag national 
governm nt to ratify an opti nal 
UN protocol that, among other 
thing , outlaw s ncling youth 
und r 18 into combat and any 
re ruitment of th m except 
voluntary nlistment in gov-

mm ntal arm d for s. 
Furthermore, 

QUNO-Geneva and 
QUNO-New York 
have undertak n a 
pion ~ring study of 
girl soldier . Srudi s 
such as this one can 
aff ct int rnational 
p Jicy and assi t 
organization working 
to demobilize and 
reint grate child sol-

Persistence pays off in victories 
for maquiladora workers 

IN A TE TAMENT to persist nc , 
o rganizing skiJ ls, and political 
savvy, workers at Al oa Plant 
#2 in Pi dras N g ras, Mexico, 

have r cently scor cl significant vi -
tories in their efforts to improve 
working conditions. 

The workers have gain d 
awaren ss and th confidence to 
voice their on ern and cl mands 
b fore manag m nt, an achiev -
ment in itself giv n M xi o' ti 1hr 
lab r ntrols. Th work r r af­
firmed their growing power by 
winning a riti a l union lecti n 

arlier this year that install d a n w, 
d m rati union x cutive commit­
tee. The el ction un at cl th late 
of candidate endor · l by plant 
managem nt. 

Th workers ' gains hav b en 
mad p ssib le, in part, with sup­
port from th AF C and its partner 
organ izati n, the CFO, a Mexican 
gras ro ts rganization f maquifa­
dora work rs, both w men and 
men , that promote union clemoc­
ra y and worker ' rights in six it­
ies along th M x i - . . bard r. 

(Maqui lado ras ar foreign­
own d factories a long the Mexi o­
U.S b rel r. Alcoa is the world 's 
large t produc r of a luminum, and 
Plant #2 in Piedras N gras has about 
1,800 mployees.) 

Together, the AF and CFO 
have h lp d work r at AJcoa Plant 

#2 get organized, publicize th ir 
strugg1 s, and make connection 
with U.S. labor unions as well as 
AJ oa shareholde rs and ex cutives. 

"During the eight year of 
NAFTA, nly a handful of workers ' 
organ izing efforts inside the 
maquiladoras have resulte I in dem­
ocratic union 1 ction vi tori s ," 
·ays lli arclo H mandez, dir ctor of 
th AFSC' Mexico-U.S. Border Pro­
gram, which has supported orga­
nizing efforts by maquiladora 
workers since 1979. "The victory 
of a CFO-support d slate in on 
Alcoa plant repres nts a qualitativ 
st p forward in workers' unity and 

mpowerment. " 
A key component of th recent 

victories has be n the pressu r • 
ex rted by a gr up of mor than a 
dozen AJcoa institutional inv st rs. 
Working Lhr ugh th Int. rfaith C n­
ter for Corporate R sponsibility, 
AF and other faith-base l inves­
tors have fa ilitat ·cl direct commu­
ni ations b tw en Lh maquiladora 
workers and Alcoa executives. 

Th w rk rs h pe that ongo­
ing conversations with key Al oa 
executives wi ll I. ring a po, itiv 
re p ns to tl1 ir demands for th 
reestablishment of many l nefits 
that w r sever ly slashed last Jan­
uary and full recogniti n and rc-
pect for the legality of the re nl 

el cti n and the d m crati union. 

diers. Tt\ a clauntin task. 
"Some hilclr n hav b n in 

·arm d groups since they wer ight 
or nine y ars old," says L ri 
H ninger, associat r pr sentative 
in QUNO-New Y< rk. "What does 
this m an for a so iety where hil­
dren don't know th rule of law? 
How do you reint grate th m into 

ivil o i ty?" 
In addition t the Q N 

offi s, th AFSC Quaker Int rna­
ti nal Affairs Repres ntativ s in 
Africa, Latin Am ri a, and the 

Middl Ea t have worked 
with former child ol-

' 

di rs and/ or aclvo at cl for th rati­
ficati n of the UN optional proto­
col. In the Unit cl tates, th AF C 
National Youth & Militarism Program 
is activ in, and was a founding 
member of, the U .. Campaign lo 
Stop th Use of Chile.I Soldiers. Th 
campaign's g als in lude pressing 
th U.S. gov rnment to ratify th 
optional protocol and ending U. . 
military aid, w ap ns ales, and 
training that faci litates the us of 
child soldiers by ther gov rnm nts 
or arm cl milita1y groups. 

"The long-t rm goal is to 'nd 
war, " Lori says. "We have to bite 
tl1at off a pi ce at a time. topping 
th us of child sokliers i one of 
rhos urg ncly n ded pi c s. " 

Please visit www.a.fsc.org!youthmil/ 
childsoldiers for more information 
about efforts by the AFSC and QUNO 
to end the use of child soldiers and 
to find out how you can help. 

PHOTO: Central Africa QIAR Ahmed 
Shariff (far left) with a group of 
former child soldiers in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(1999). 

Welfare reform with justice, dignity 
Co11tin11edfrom page one 

Famili s (TANF) program, 
ongr nded f dera l 
ash assistan to impov-

erish d families, requir d 
adu lt r cipi nts to work 
for b nefits, and limit cl 
benefits to five years . 
Many fan1ili s are now 
reaching those limits. 

An rdained minis­
t r, Milli nt has b en 
involved with AF C f r 
almost tw nty years. She 
wa drawn to AFSC's 
youth and militarism 
work wh n h r , on was 
in high school. Soon, sh 
was asked to s r e on 
the r gional board f 
dire tors. Millicent Collins 

Whil welfare ase­
loads have fa ll n dramac..: 
ically, U.S. hikl poverty, 

food ins curity, and home[ ssness 
rates remain shockingly high. AP C 
and other advocates ar urging on­
gre s to mak pov rty redu ·tion 
th goal of we lfare reform and 
to support programs that wUl help 
a ll famili s achiev conomic 

In 1991, Millicent 
helped initiate the Syracuse office 's 
Wi lfare Watchdogs. Th Wat hdog 
grew out of a d sire among w men 
rec iving publi assistanc to 
address concerns about th system. 

"We ' re a clos - knit group," 
Milli nt says. 

In addition to me ting regularly 
with the Onondaga ounty Commis­
sion •r of So ial S rvic s , the Wat h­
d gs lead workshops for so .ial work 
student and welfare recipi.ents, 
invil legislators and church groups 
to live on a simulaled w !fare hu l­
get, and a company w lfare r cipi­
enrs on office vi.sits. 

"ll has had a great impa ·t on 
how p ople are treated, " Millicent 
ad n w l dg "s . 

Lile Millicent, AFS , is raising a 
"prophetic voice " in our nation's 
welfare poli y debat ". 

By Sept mhcr 30, 2002, Con­
gr "s.S must reauthorize lhe 1996 
welfare r form law. Under the law's 
T mporary Assistance to Needy 

ecurity. 
ln addition to working with Wi !­

far Watchdogs and conducting lis­
tening projects, AFS regional staff 
hav play d a key advocacy role 
in West Virginia, New Hamp hire, 
and other st' tt s. ''Ev ryone is De­
serving," AFSC's welfare "toolkit, " 
has been distribut cl nationwide . 

"Welfare r form affe ts two mil­
lion famili s,'' says Kathryn Kurtz . 
"It 's one of the most importanl U.S . 
economic justice issues in years ." 

For a copy of "Jiveryone is Deserv­
ing " or to Join AFSC's TANF rea11-
thoriz a t ion !isl.serve, con tact 
Kath,yn Kurtz al. (2 15) 241-7125 or 
KK11rtz@ajsc.org. 
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by M'Annette Ruddell 
The kitchen was hot , st amy, 

an I redo lent or th rruit and sugar 
bubbling in a larg' po t o n the 
stove. Ten-yea r o ld Marja Sweet 
and her moth ' r Juli · were busy 
preparing and hollling homemade 
peach and plum jams. 

A student at the Quak r Moses 
Brown Sc h oo l in Prov ic.l e n ', 
Rhoe.I Island , Marja and her firth ­
grade classmat s ea h chose a ser-

ice proj c t. Aft r researching 
' haritabl e o rganiza ti o ns, she 
decided t support Afghan -hilclren 
through AF, C. 

At h ' r Fri ~n ls meeting, M·1rja 
sole.I "Pickl 'S for Peac ', Ca re.ls for 

arin g, and Jams r r Ju sti ·e . " 
Jewelry mad · I y her rri ·nd , I aia 
Simmons, wa added to the prod­
uct line and so le.I at th e local 

atho lic church. Altogether, Marja 
rais ·ti $335 . 

This is just o ne example of th 
suppo rt th · AFS rec •iv ·cl fr m 
hiklr n ar uncl th ountry in th 

aft ·nnath of Septemb •r 11 . ' m ', 
such as El na Smith o f 13 , rJ •I y, 
Califo rnia, as! •cl fo r contributions 
to the AFSC inst •ad of Christmas 
and 11:inukkah pres •nt s. Peter 
Cro ·c, a young Fri nd in Florida, 
design • I and mark t cl his own 
"P t ·r P 'ace" T-shirt using th · uni-

versa] peace symbo l o erlaying the 
U.S. nag. I le 's do nating all the p ro f­
its to the S ·,v ice C mmittee. P ter 
reports, "People r ·a ll y like the hirt 
I 'Ca use it gives an alternati ve to 
the ·ncourag ·ment o f violence." 

ln additio n to th se spo ntan -
ous proj cts, hundreds o f chilclr n 
participated in the F 's Blank ts 

fo r Afghanistan ampaign at the 
end f 200 I . With th ir inc.Ii ·p ns­
able help, th AFS sent J 5 fo1ty­
fo t containers fill d with comfort­
ers, knit it ms, sl ping I ags, blan­
k ts, and quilt . 

The outpouring o f upport fr m 
a ross th , nit d , rates resulted in 
nearly 75, 00 it m, s nt, va lued 
at m r than $ L. 3 milli n. Refugee 
camp r ·s ic.I ·nts in Tajikistan, Iran, 
and Pakistan r eiv cl the lonatec.l 

goods. 
s AFSC assists in r • ·onstru -

Lio n and d •v •lo pm ·nt in Af'ghani­

slan, Lh r ' no doubt will b • many 
th r w ays that ·a ring children can 

ontribut • their en ' rgy and com­
mitm ,nt lo serv ing oth ' rs. 

M 'A un ette Rudd >/l is a sso ia te 
director of donor comm II nical ions 
in the De/Jelopment Oepa r1111ent . 

PHOTO (top): Volunteers help pack 
material goods in PhiladelpWa 
(Pa.) destined for Afghan refugees. 
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No More Victims campaign 
moves into the next phase 

The w ar on terrorism "w ill change 
th ' cont ·xt" o f AFS 's w ork fo r y ·a rs 
to come, says Mary Lo rd , interim 
dir cto r or the P ·acebuilc.ling nit. 
''We n ·ec.l to recognize that this is a 
longer war than w • e er imagined," 
sh says. 

That ca lls fo r d ·veloping a stra ­
t ·gy to educa te the public abo ut root 
causes of terrorism , pro i le training 
and ad vocacy f o r immi g rants 
affected b y incr ' asing ly repress ive 
federal po li i •s, and ex pl o re and 
pul lic ize alt rnatives to milita1y f rce. 

This new plan fo ll ow s th " o 
More ict ims" ampaign, launched by 
AF ' last fall after the S ' Pt "ml er 11 
trag •di ·s. That ffo rt tri ed to cl •t •r 
th U.S. government from declaring 
war and ac.l vo 'atec.l recourse through 
international law. 

Sin ce th e n , AFS , prog ram s 
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throughout th ' United Stat ~s have w it­
n 'SS ·c.l the grave effe -cs th · w ar is 
ha ing o n c iv il lib ·rti es, espec iall y 
among immigrants. Th ' AFSC has r ·s­
po nd ·cl w ith training programs f )rim­
migrant,; at th • M ·xi ·o-U.S. horcl ·r and 
c.l tainees in th ' r · I ·ral c.l •tention , •n­
ter in Elizabeth , N •w Jers y . 

In the initial phase o f No Mo re 
ic tim s, th e AFS ralli , ct like-

mind c.l peopl , r ·suiting in more than 
a thousand signatures for full -page ads 
that ran in 7be ew York ?'i111es, The 
Washi11g10 11 Post, 7he Boston Globe, 
and Roll Coll. Future events w ill ex­
pand the circl , o f support th rough ed­
ca ti o n , m ·c.li a contacts, and publi c 
·v nts, and w ill str ngthen connec­
tions w ith pea e gro rps worldw ide. 

For rnore information , please go lo 
u 1ww.afsc.org/ n omore. 

Afghan relief and long-term 
development form the core of AFSC's 
international efforts 

by Leila Richards 

E VE BEFORE SEPTL~MBER 
11 , mo re than 3.5 millio n 
Afghans wer " liv ing as r " f­
ugee. in Pakistan and Iran . 

Aft " r th .S. bo mbing campaig n 
bega n in to ber 200 1, ano th r 
300,0 0 Afghans fl c.l a ro s the bor­
cl r, 'hi fl y t Pakistan and Iran . ln 
aclc.liti n, 300,000 mor • Afghans gath­
ered at clispla cl per ons ca mps in 
Afghanistan where they could r ceive 
ba i hea lth s rvi es and food rations 
fro m international aid agencies. 

Th AFS has r ·sponc.l ·c.l to the 
tr " m · nc.l o us need w ith a human­
itarian reli f wd long-term d ,veJop­
mcnt effo11 design ·d to ncl th ' suf­
fering magnifi ,cJ by th " bombing. 

In cto l r 200 I , AFS •s tab -
1 ish •d its R Ii •f and R • nstru Lion 
Program for Afghanistan to 

¢- r ·spo nc.1 to th e current ·mer­

gc ncy with imm edi ate 
re li e f in cas h and ma­
t ·rial donations, 

¢- str •ngth ·n links b ·twe n 

loca l Afghan o rga ni za ­
tio ns and th ' Afghan ex­
patriate community, and 

¢- stablish a long-t ,rm 

pr 's n -e in th ' 
region by supporting 
co mm uni l y - b ase c.1 
initiati ves . 

Be t w e n Oc to b · r 200 l a nc.1 
January 2002, A FSC o rganized short­
term missions to north · rn Afghani­
stan, Pakistan, and Iran to assess the 
ne ... ds o f Afghan refug 'CS and lis­
placed persons ~ r ed to leave their 
homes b 'Cause o f drought, destruc­
tio n o f their homes, pov rty, and/ or 
fear o f v io l nee. During these mis­
sio ns, AFS representati ves Doug 
Host •tt r, Nancy Smith, and mys ·If 
worked w ith loca l and international 
humanitarian o rga nizatio ns, using 
their n tworks and expertise to sup­
pl y food , quilts and plastic she ·t­
ing, and wint ' r jackets. 

At the sa m , tim ' , the AFSC's 
Emergen -y and Mat •rial Assistance 
Program (EMAP) organized a blan­
k ' L ca mpaign that w as tak "n up by 
Quaker s hools and communities in 
the United Stat ·s. 

Durin g th ' fin a l fo ur 
m o nths o f 200 1, EMA P 

re · i ve c.l nea rl y 75 ,000 
hl anl e ts , quilts, and 
o th •r items - ' nough to 
fill 15 shipping contain­

e rs. Th ese we re 
shipped to Iran , 

Paki stan , and 
Tajiki s t a n , 
w here they 
we re c.l is ­
tribut ·c.l by 

have fled to refugee and displaced persons camp . 



/\FS ··s partner organizations 
in refuge _. and internally dis­
placed persons' camrs. ( l·or 
rnor · information , check the 
AFS website at ,vww. afsc. 
org/ ematasst.htm.) 

Focus on education 
I la di zimi , an Afghan­

Arn ·rican with close lies to 
the expatriate fghan com­
munity in alifornia, is serv­
ing as AFSC's Ci -' Id rcpr ·s ~n­
Lativ _. in fghanistan . During 
our first mission to Afghani ­
stan ·arli ' r this year, I ladi 
and I conclud -'d that AF 's 

AF C relief supplie arrive in Pakistan late last year. 

long-te1111 worl could focus 
on Afghani. tan's edu ·ational system. 

We met with representatives of 
local Afghan organizations and disco -
crec.l a gr ' at ne ed for help with 
rebuilding Afghan schools. 

In addition, some organizations 
have developed a pea e ·ducation cur­
riculum used in the classroom and for 
Leach -r training. This ·urri ·ulum, whi ·h 
dovetails with Quaker b -'li ·fs and prin­
·ipl •s, op 'ns the door for the rs to 
·stablish partnerships b ·tw ·en Afghan 

and Quaker schools. 
Shortly afler arri ing in I abul , I lac.Ii 

hostcd a dcl ·gation of young fghan­
/\mericans isiting the country for the 
first tim '. The Afghan Coalition, a Cal­
ifornia -bas d organization , and AFS 's 
San Francisco offic' spons< red th · trip . 

The cl ·legation , which onsistcc.l of 
young professional , p ·nt tw we •ks 
in Pakistan and Afghanistan s -•r-ving as 
volunt ·ers to assist in the distribution 

CENTRAL/EAST AFRICA 

of blankets sent by AFS . Hadi hopes 
that participants will r ' turn for a 
longer stay and en ·ourage oth •r 
Afghan-Am ·ricans to contribute th · ir 
skills to help r ' build the country . 

Hae.Ii will continue to tra e:I 
throughout fghanistan to look at the 
problems fac , c.1 by r ·fugees an I lis­
p lac ·d famili " S r · turning to their 
hom 'S. fn th· fac ' of this unfolding 
human tragedy, the information h · 
gathers will h · used to further AFS 's 
advocacy , ork in the United States, 
and Lo gu ic.le the FS 's h u rna n ita ria n 
projects in the f'i lei . 

NeP, 11/ar 11pdates <~{ Al•SC 's relilf, 
deuelop111e11t, and aduocacy ejforts are 
auailahle 01·i/i11e at u1ww.q{\'c.orw'11{)­
mor updates.ht n1 . 

Leila Richard · L'i the AF 'C' .field coor­
dinator.for Ce11/ rat Asio . 

Bridging religious differences 
The Sept ·mb ' r l J attacl s in the Unit ·d States 

and th " subs ·qu ·nl "war on l ·r-rorism " hav • h ight­
cn ·d tensions betw ·en .hrislians and Muslims in 

entral and East frica . FS 's uaker Int · r-
nalional Affairs R ·presentativ • Ahmed Shariff Ins 
work •c.l with religious lead ' rs in three countri s to 
promote pea ·c and re onciliaLion: 

Democratic Republic of ongo (DRC) With 
AFSC support, r ·ligious I ·ac.lers have formed an 
interfaith group for peace in Kinshasa , and some 
women's groups and youth organizations form d 
respective national organizations for peace . In 

ctober 2001, mor · than 800 women pie lged to 
work togeth ·r to bring peac · and justice in their 
country . They als thank ·cl th ' AFS for providing 
the vision for this "nd avor. Th interfaith youth 

' ' 
and women 's groups agreed to form a DR 

Peace C ·nter lo coorc.linat · their work. 

Kenya In airobi, a Muslim/ Christian Committc , 
formed with help from the ArS and the Frien Is 
International ent ·r of airobi . Muslim and inter­
c.lenominalional Christian committc , members 
c ·lebratcc.l the Mu. lim holiday of Eid EI -Fitri in 
D ·cemher and came togeth , r again during the 

hristmas holi lay. Ahmed also is engaging loca l 
Friends in 1h • Muslim/ hristian dialogu •. 

Uganda Th · silent into! jran e that xists I tw "cn 
Muslims and hristians could develop into a s ri ­
ous prol lem if not ad quately aclclr·ssed. In 
Novemb · r 2001, Ahrne I h ·Ip ·d bring religiou s 
groups t gelher in Kampala to a !dress r " ligious 
intolerance in Uganda with the goal of vemually 
·reating a n w int rfaith organization. 

OPINION 

Back to the 
future in the 
"\Var on terror 
by James Reilly 

W 're told that th war on t "' rrorism is a 

n >w kind of war, y ·t it has all th • f oreboc.1-
ing signs f anoth r r ·c nt 
war: th old ar. Lik the 

old War, the fight against 
terrorism is imp •ding 

f~ cti • analysis, cl Ii at 
diplomacy, and pati nt 
progress toward a su tain­
able pea e in Ash. 

During th ,old War, 
th • . . fought wars and 
• tablished military ba es thr ughout , uth-
ast sia, only to b gin a military c.lrawclown 

in th 1990s. Th· war n t rrorism has 
re rs cl Lhi tr nd. Th nited tac s again 
has tr ps in the I hi lippin s, ongress ha, 
withdrawn it ban n military ai I to Indon -
sia, and th military hardwar • has b gun to 
flow ba k int Southeast sia aft r a de ad · 
of slowing arms sales. 

Also similar l th Cold War, today's 
all g d t ·rrorist countri ' arc b "ing d •mon­
i z cl r garc.lless of their domesti poli y 
trends. In th 1980s, the ovi •t Union as 
clubh -'d th_. " ii mpir " just as orba he 
l •gan his r Ii y of op •nn •ss and r •f rm.. 
Presid 'nl Bush has similarly located Iran and 

011h Korea on his infamous Axis of E ii. 
Ironically, in th_. past two years North 

l or ·a has manag ·d to impro , its re lat ions 
with almost " V 'tyon' but Presid nt Bu ·h. In 
April 20 0, , uth Kc r an Pr sic! nt Kim I ae 
Jung mac.I his histori · visit to Pyongyang. 
Last y 'ar North Kor a normaliz cl r ·lations 
with much of Europ"'. Its lead "'r, I im Jong 
II, also isited Beijing and . hanghai wh r • 
he saw first-hand th_. r wards of economi 
reform and diplomatic mod ·ration. 

Finally, th' Bush administration is 
quietly r 'turning to the early ,old War •ffort 
to encircl ' hina militarily. Th , nitec.l , tat 'S 

is building n -w air bas 'S in •ntral sia, 
•scalaling arms sal 'S to S uth Asia and Tai­
wan, and e pan ling mis ile d _.fense plans 
in Ea:-.t Asia. Th' P 'nlagon r-'C 'ntly list •cl 

bina as a pot ntial targ 'L for lL . nud ar 
weapons. These actions, justifi •c.l through the 
war on terrorism, thr •aten lo turn the " hina 
threat" into a s ·lf-fulfilling proph •cy. 

So for in East Asia, the hi k ·ns of this 
back-to-the- futur · poli · ha n t com, 
home to roost. Uow 'V 'r this mom ·nt will 
not last fore •r. Th' Bush administration 
should tak • careful m •asur"' b fore it r turns 
us all to the bad old c.lay.s f th • ,old War. 

Jame · Reilly and Wu a are tbe 1u?w East A ·ia 
Quaker f11tematio11al Affairs Representatil'e. 
(QTAR. ). Bu ed in Dalian, China, they facili­
tate r<?gional exchanges aimed at reducing 
nzililari. m and promoting cotfflict re. olutio11, 
and work to improve U. ./, bina a/Ill . s·.1 

orth Korea relaliuns. 
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AFSC makes Colombia a priority as civil "\Var rages on 
As th nited tat s began to chang its 

p licy towa rd olombia und r th guis o f 
th "war on drugs," th situation in olombia 
b came a priority for th AFSC. 

T day, th U .. gov rnm nt is prop sing 
an x pansion of military aid to o lombia 
through its "war on t rrorism" despit th 

olombian military's clos ti s to paramilitary 
groups that commit upward of 70 percent of 
civ ilian assassinations ther . 

Th se dev lopments ar of utmost con­
cern today b ca use the br akdown of th 

olombian peace negotiations this past F b­
ru ary shalt r d the fragile hop tin t th talks 
would yi Id a soluti n to th c umry's 40-
year iv il war. fn the wa ke f that br ak­
down, th already desp rat humanitarian 
si tuati n gr w ev n wor . 

In respon e, the AFS laun hed the Paz! 
Peace for o lombia campaign and r leas cl 
$25,000 from its crisi, fund fo r immediate 
humanitarian suprort to the displa cd and 
grassroots ommunitie working fo r p ace. 
The. actions ontinue th AFS 's history of 
work on ,olombia an I in th ' And an r gion, 
w hich includ "S: 

• working to stop . . military aid to Colom­
bia through pea edu ation an I effort. to 
change .S. policy, 

• h !ping to fo rge a pea eful negotiated 
solution to the civi l war tog th r with the 
Colombian p ac and human rights 111 v -
m nt in th nit d Stat s and olombia, 

• working within Colombia to ease ome f 
the humanita ria n n <ls o f th 2.1 million 
displaced people, 

• continuing programs in o lombia that 
str ngth n th ffo rts to find a p a ful 
solution to th nfli ·t. 

ln all its efforts, th AFS ontinues to 
suppo11 pea e negotiations and initiativ s that 
involve civil so iety and hold a1111e I groups 
on both sides ac ountable for proposa ls that 
deal w ith social and 'Conomi issu s. 

Echando Raices{Taking Root: Immigrant and 
Refugee Communities in California, Texas, 
and Iowa 
This one-hour videotape documentary is a collabora­
tive endeavor of AFSC immigrants' rights programs and 
their community partners in Fresno and Stockton, Cali­
fornia; Houston, Texas; and Des Moines, Iowa. Stories 
and reflections from immigrants and refugees are in­
terwoven with scenes of community life, a vibrant mu­
sical score, and perspectives from scholars , union and 
community activists, local officials, and displaced work­
ers. The accompanying discussion guide includes sug­
gested activities for using this tape with nonimmigrant 
and immigrant audiences, as well as background infor­
mation on immigrants in the United States, immigra­
tion law and policy, and more. To order, visit 
www.takingroot.org. $99.99 (plus $15 postage and han­
dling). Special rates available for grassroots groups. 

AFSC National Youth & Militarism Program 
Online versions and the order form to get print copies 
of the following resources are available at www. 
afsc.org/youthmil/resources. 
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t<!ftZ l Peace for Colombia campaign 

Children living in war zones are often forced to 
become soldiers or carry out tasks that put their fives 
in danger. They may see and do terrible things, afraid 
they might be killed if they don't. Sometimes, art can 
help these children heal by allowing them to express 
how they feel. 

That's why the AFSC's Emergency & Material 
Assistance Program (EMAP) has launched the Paz! 
Peace for Colombia campaign. The campaign will 
provide "Creative Kids Kits" to schools in several 

O The Use of Children as Soldiers/75 cents 

O JROTC: Sending the Wrong Message About Weapons and 
Violence/75 cents 

O Military and Latinos/75 cents 

o High School Students' Rights/75 cents 

o What Students and Educators Should Know About Military 
Testing in our High Schools/15 cents (10 cents each for 50 
or more) 

The Little Book of Peace 
Compiled by Patricia J. Chui. This volume is small in size (4 1/.i x 5 
1/.i inches) but big in impact as it quotes thinkers and doers 
throughout history, such as Mohandas Gandhi. The book was 
born in the aftermath of September 11 and is dedicated to the 
victims of that tragedy. 184 pages. $7.95 

The Wabanakis of Maine and the Maritimes 
Newly revised edition of an AFSC bestseller! Written for educa­
tors, students, historians, and others interested in Native people. 
Includes line drawings and photographs, bibliography, resource 
listings, and a CD of pronounciation of Wabanaki words from 
the book and several songs. Published by the AFSC Wabanaki 
Program. $30 (plus $5 shipping and handling). 

conflict areas. Kits include construction paper, 
colored pencils, pens, and a drawing pad. EMAP 
also is raising funds to purchase food and medi­
cines for people displaced by the internal warfare 
in Colombia. 

For more information, contact Carlos Mejia by 
phone: (215) 241-7283 or e-mail: cmejia@afsc.org, 
or Michael Paulshock by phone: (215) 241-7041 or 
e-mail: mpoulshock@afsc.org. You also can log 
onto www.afsc.org/ematasst.htm. 

To place an order or get an AFSC resource catalog, 
contact Literature Resources, AFSC, 1501 Cherry St. , 
Phila., PA 19102, or call toll free 1-888-588-AFSC; 

(215) 241-7048; fax: (215) 241-7275. 

I Make checks payable to AFSC, Literature Resources. 

I TITLE/ITEM QTY PRICE TOTAL 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I .--
I Shipping & handling $3.50 for first book, 50 cents for each additional 

item. International rates apply for shipping outside lhe United States. 

NAME 

I I ADDRESS __ - -

CllY .- STATE __ Z.!L_ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I DAYTIME PHONE D Please send me a catalog. I 
I www.afsc.org/resource/resource.htm SPRING 2002 I 
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Let peace begin "7"ith ... the Internet? 
By Mark Graham 

A REVOL TIO I IN THE MAKING in 
th p a e movem nt, but it isn't hap­
pe ning nly in th str ts. It 's ha p­
p ning on the Inte rnet, too. 

T chn logy has nabl d activists to instantly 
har ideas, a nalysi , and pla n , and the AF C is 

ra pidly x panding its use of this far-r a hing 
o rga nizing and du ational to l. 

On exa mple is th e AFSC's Campa ig n o f 
Conscie nc for the Iraqi P opl (www.afsc. rg/ 
conscience). 

Th campa ign i worl ing to lift econo mi c 
sanctio ns o n [ra l through a combinatio n of pub­
Ii ed u a tio n in th, United State and humanitar­
ian re li f tha t includes building a water system 
in rraq in ope n v io lat io n of th e sa nc ti o ns. 
It's o po nsored by dozens f peace a nd justice 
grou p , , Quak r me tings a nd chur hes, a nd 
re lig io us o rga niza tio ns. 
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The campaig n a lready has a ttracted more 

than 3,000 support rs o nlin alo ne . 
"The websit and e-mail hav been o ur g reat­

e t assets," says Pe te r L ms, pr g ram assista nt 
for Iraq in the AFSC's Peacebuilding Unit. "We 
consta ntly upda te o ur sit so a nyon can see 
what the campa ign is doing, learn ab ut Iraq, 
and g t involved. " 

He n tes that the ampa ig n 's biw kl y 
e-ma il news! tter has mo re than 3,000 subscrib-

rs. In add itio n , th webs it has a o ne-stop 
resource guid a nd a n often-used form to jo in 
the campaign . And mo re than 3,900 p ople have 
s igned th online peac pledg aga inst expand­
ing the current war into Iraq. 

Other exampl s of the AFS 's dynamic on­
lin a tivism in lud th fo llowi ng: 

• T he No More Victims ampaign (www.afsc. 
org/ nomore) h as u ' ed the web to rais 
mon y and collect nearly 5,000 names to add 
to th e Nobel Peace Laureates ' le tt r to th 
United Natio ns calling for "a culture of peace. " 

• The wet s ite for th e Na ti o na l Youth a n d 

Water purifiers 
arrive in Iraq 
The ampaign of ans ie n , 
is a prime xamplc f the 
powe r of web activism. 
Am ng the campaign's many 
a complishm nts was pur bas­
ing, cl live ring, and he lping to 
ins ta ll much-n , d cl war r 
purifi rs (I ,ft). 

1. Pipes in and outlet 

2. Chlorinator 

3. Ground tank (small) 

4. Chlorine cylinder 

5. Water pump 

Mili tari m Program (WW\v.af c.org/youthmil ) 
in ludes a monthly on line magazin , ana lysis 
of th military 's us of public cho ls, and 
r sou r es to he lp you ng p ople find int rn ­
ships o r fellowship . 

• Grassrool<; Voi s (www.grassrootsvoices.org), 
produc cl by staff of th AF 's Great Lak s 
Region, hosts compelling digital videos about 
the ef~ cts of the urre nt war. The videos are 
narrated by Dougla Hostert r, who talks about 
what h foun I wh n h visit cl Afghanistan 
late last year. 

With t ·chno logy always hanging, w ho knows 
w hat w ill be happening o nline a year from now? 
Stay tune I. 

Mark Graham is the web coordinator/or AF C's 
Peaceb11ilding Unit. 

Join us online! 
In addition to the websites listed in the accompany­
ing story, check these out if you want to add cyber­
activism to your resume: 

• AFSC Peace Programs 
www.afsc.org/peace 

• Southern Africa 
www.afsc.org/intl/africa/soafrica.htm 

Bimonthly reports from the AFSC's Quaker 
International Affairs Representative 

• Quaker United Nations Office 
www.afsc.org/quno.htm 

Reports on UN activities regarding peacebui lding, 
trade, human rights, disarmament, and develop­
ment. Includes information about alternatives to 
military action in response to the events of 
September 11. 

You also can use our congressional e-mail generator 
(capwiz.com/afsc/issues/alert/?alertid=14&type=C0) 
to send a message to your representative and use 
our online media guide (capwiz.com/afsc/dbq/media) 
to send e-mail messages to local , regional , and 
national newspapers, radio and TV stations, and 
electronic media publications. 

We're being told that Iraq, Iran, North Korea, and Somalia are our enemies. 
The American Friends Service Committee believes that no one is our enemy. 

• AF is on the ground in North Korea combat-
ing hunger by working with collective farms to 

improve their yield. 

• The AF - ponsored ampaign of Conscience for 
the People of Iraq works co end UN sanctions 
chat lead co thousands of deaths each month from 
malnutrition and preventable disea e. 

• AF i working with the Iranian Red re cent to 

provide ongoing relief co refugees in western 
Afghanistan. 

• In Somalia's Lower Shabel le Region , AFS 's Rural 
Development Training Program works to improve 
fa rming in nine villages through improved irriga­

tion and cool banks. 

A charitable gift annuity with AFSC 
underwrites our ongoing work for peace and 
reconciliation. 

You will r e ive a tru tworthy 
sourc of !if tim in o me 
backed by th a ts of the 
American Fri nds ervice 

ommitt e. for your gift o f 
cash r appre iatccl securiti s, 
cons ider thes b nefits: 

• Higher returns than CD rates 

• Avoid stock market volatility 

• Fixed incomes for the lives 
of one or two beneficiaries 

• A current income tax deduction 

• Capital gain tax savings 

• Partial tax-free income 

Gift Annuity Rates 
(Single Life) 

Age 
60 
65 
70 
72 
74 
76 
78 
80 
82 
84 
86 
88 
90+ 

Rate 
6.4% 
6.7 
7.2 
7.4 
7.7 
8.0 
8.4 
8.9 
9.4 

10.1 
10.8 
11.4 
12.0 

One semen ·e in your w ill by your attorney can help 
make the world more compassionat : "I give and 
b qu atJ1 to th American Fri nds S rvi , ommirtec, 
150 L hcny Street, Phila., PA 19102, Lhe sum f 
$ to be used for general purposes." 

For information, call toll-free 1-888-588-2372, 
ext.3. 
American Friends Service Committee/Office of Gift Planning 
1501 Cherry Street, Phila., PA 19102-1479 
E-mail : GiftPlanning@afsc.org or mail coupon to AFSC. 

Please send me information about: 

D AFSC Charitable Gift Annuity. 

D Including AFSC in my estate plan and/or will. 

If you would like a personalized illustration, please provide 
name(s) and birth dates of beneficiary/(ies) and type of asset to 
fund this gift. Information is confidential. 

Name (1) Birth date 

Name (2) Birth date 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone E-mail 

Type of asset: D Securities D Cash 
SPRING 02 
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The bursts of networking and organizing nergy that occurred in Durban and 
Porto Alegre continue to have repercussions for AFSC work. 

Co11ti1111e,J.from page 011e 

Many student. feel tbat Cambodian c11lture is bei1tg 
destroyed by out, ide cult11res. This experience helped 
me realize that c11lt11re. ca111101 stand still and that 
cba nge can be good. 

Outh Rene, Youth for Peace, Cambodia 

For all the AFS panicipanLs, Durhan was jusL a 
beginning. AFS youth d I ~gates, for xampl ·, are 
pa1t or an international nef\: ork that is continuing 
iLs work far beyond Durban. 

:om' of the most active FS groups include 
th • young people from ,hicago, Illinois, who have 
reported I ack Lo mor · than thirty groups and 
met with the Jllinois Blad aucus and local and 
stat· politicians. And members or the AFSC-spon­
sored Roma and And ·an dcl ·gations are coorc.li­
nat i ng numerous local , national , and inter­
national gatherings :ind grassroots projects that 
addr ·ss various forms or discrimination. 

World Social Forum 
Th • World Socia l F rum, held in Porto Al ·gre, 

Brazil, was an extravagant ou tburst or popuhr 
'du 'ation, organizing, an I c I bration or globa l 
di •rsity. Focused around th ~ th '111 "Anoth ·r 
World is Possible, " the forum hi 'W bre zes of 
hop· anoss a continent concerned ahouL the 
effects of u nr 'SLricL ·d free trad • and r •newed 
military inLef\/ ntion by the nit 'd , l ' ll s. 

BeillR a major se ·tor of the world 's pop"lation so 
direct~v c,j/'<!cted by tbe dellc1stoti11f.!. result · of this 
"11ew" eco110111 ic model hos .forced you 11,~ people 

from aro1111d the u,orfd to stand up and oppose 
these 011clitions. 

Juny, Sao Paulo Program, Brazil 

Th AFS youth d ,J gat ,s w re struck by 
the strong anti-ll.S. sentiment at Lh forum, anc.l 
th 'Y felt that having a U.S. - and AFSC - pres­
en , • was vital: 

{( we are going lo create o global movement for 
peace c111d )11 'lice. we need to co1111ect more with 
people of other countrie,;; and let tberr, kllow that 
we [U. . peace a1td justice activist ·/ are here. 

Riva Pearson 
AF New Hampshire Program 

I hope that n e:\:/ year AFS · 11 ill make a11 ejforl to 
orµ,a II ize more workshops. 'Jbe u orkshops that 
A /-( C did help to orp,a11ize- such as resistance to 
the war on terrorism , yo11tb movements, a11d 
racial justice in the 1tited 'tales - were all of 
interest to delegates and observers. 

Lincoln EIUs, AF Pcacebuilding Unit, 

PhUadelphia, Pennsylvanfa 

Th AF, plans to follow Lin o ln 's ad ic • 
and shar more of its uniqu a1 proa h to p ~ac • 
and nonviolent all ' rnatives to onnict at n xt 
year's forum. 

' .. . a ray of hope for a better world ... ' 
M ·mh >rs of th , FSC de! •ga tions to th , 

W , R an I World S cial Forum r •turne I hom 
r ' invigorat ·c.l anc.l ·ager to shar' whaL th ·y 
I •arn •d with their local communities. The re ·I-

ings or th , young people who represented AFSC 
at both gatherings are perhaps best summed up 
by Nachilala Nkombo , a young Zambian 
woman working with AFSC's Africa Initiative: 

We must co11tin11e s11pporlill!!, these i1tternalio11al 
e11deauors a1td capitalize 011 their stPngths as thl'.I' 
gil'e us a ray of bope .for a heller world possible 
.fora/I, regardlesso,(011e '.,!!,ender, nationali~v. race, 
religious belief';, sexual orientation, or aµ,e .... But 
u 1e 11111st remember that the strength of Ibis µ,lohal 
pbe11ome1101Z depends 011 the u •ork that we do 011 
a dai~y basis hack bome. 

For more information 

Literally thousands of conferences, seminars, 
and workshops took place at both the World 
Conference Against Racism (WCAR) and the 
World Social Forum. An overview of what 
happened at each gathering and official out­
comes such as the Declaration of Principles 
and Plan of Action from the WCAR are available 
on the following websites: 

www.un.org/WCAR 
www.racism.gov.za 
www.forumsocialmundial.org.br 

To read more about each conference from the 
AFSC perspective, log onto the AFSC website 
at www.afsc.org and search for "World Confer­
ence Against Racism" and "World Social 
Forum." You also may call (215) 241-7531 or 
(215) 241-7150. 

Join the QU4Kl!R RR"l<I! <IR<LI! 
and do more for AFSC by doing less! 
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The Quaker Service Circle allows you to make a monthly 
gift to AFSC via your checking account or credit card. Many 
supporters tell u that the Quaker Service Circle saves them 
ti.me and allows th m to give more to support AF C's world­
wide work. By enrolling, you will also help AF C use less 
paper and cut our fundrai ing costs by reducing the number 
of olicitations that you receive in the mail. 

To join the Quaker Service Circle, please complete and 
return the attached coupon. If you have any questions, call 
toll-free 1-888-588-2372. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. Your generosity 
makes AFSC's work possjble! 

AFSC Working for peace, justice, 
· and human dignity for 85 years. 

- - - - - ------------- - -- - -

---------------------------My monthly gift will be: CJ $75 CJ $50 CJ $ 25 CJ $10 0 Other$ __ 

Transfer on: 0 First of the month O 15th of the month 
0 Bank account (I've enclosed a check for my first month's contribution.) 

0 MasterCard O VISA 

Account# ___ _ ____ Exp. Date ___ _ 

I understand that my gift will be transferred to AFSC's bank account. A record of my 
gift will appear on my monthly statement and serve as my receipt. To change or 
stop my contribution, I will contact Naderah Ardrey in the Development Office by 
calling toll-free 1-888-588-2372. 

Signature Date 

Name 
(please pnnt} 

Address City State Zip 

Return to: AFSC Development Office, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1479 
OSBEFTS02 




