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Learning to use their powers of citizenship
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El Primo Pablo Espinoza teaching
principles of citizenship

By Willie Colon Reyes

HY IS THE FOURTH

of July a national

holiday? Who is the

President of the
United States? What are the colors
of the U.S. flag?

The initial lessons at a recent se-
ries of AFSC-sponsored citizenship
classes answered some pretty basic
questions. But 12 weeks later, an-
other group of legal U.S. residents
was ready to start flexing their po-
litical and economic muscle.

“Latinos could be the majority
voting bloc in California,” says El
Primo Pablo Espinoza, coordinator
of AFSC’s Proyecto Campesino
(Farm Labor Program) in Visalia,
California. Proyecto Campesino
helped organize the classes. “But, if
we aren’t U.S. citizens and we don’t
register and we don’t vote, our num-
bers won’t make a bit of difference.”

To make sure that Latinos and
other ethnic minorities do make a
difference in the politics of North-
ern California’s Central Valley, AFSC
is participating in the Central Valley
Partnership for Civic Participation.

The partnership is a joint effort

of numerous community organiza-
tions and two AFSC offices —
Proyecto Campesino and the Rural
Economic Alternatives Program in
Stockton, California, which works
primarily with immigrants and refu-
gees from Asia and the Pacific Islands.
AFSC, in turn, has contracted with
the Organization for the Legal Ad-
vancement (O.L.A.) of the Raza (or
“race”), a Porterville, California-based
group that provides paralegal assis-
tance in immigration cases.

The initiative is made possible in
part through a two-year, $286,000
grant from the James Irvine Founda-
tion, one of the largest foundations
in California.

“This effort involves much more
than helping people become citi-
zens,” says Mark Miller, assistant di-
rector of AFSC’s Pacific Mountain Re-
gion based in San Francisco. “It’s
designed to encourage politically and
economically active citizens.

“There’s a de facto system of apart-
heid in the Central Valley,” Mark con-
tinues. “A tight-knit, largely white
power structure dominates everyone’s
lives. Yet, nonwhites are close to be-

Organizing people of faith to abolish the death penalty

HAT IS your faith’s
position on the death
penalty? Most reli-
gious denominations
in the United States have strong state-
ments against the death penalty, yet
few people are aware of this or sup-
port it with their voices and actions.

A new AFSC effort aims to help
people grapple with religious issues
involved in the death penalty. “We
hope to determine which issues, ar-
guments, or circumstances have an
impact on people’s positions on the
death penalty. This includes what
they might consider as alternatives
to the death penalty and what they
view as the religious community’s re-
sponsibility on this issue,” says Pat
Clark, AFSC’s national criminal jus-
tice representative.

The long-range goal is to encour-
age people of faith across denomi-
national boundaries to provide moral
leadership and a clarion call for the

abolition of the death penalty.

In coming months, the Reli-
gious Organizing Project will gather
people of many denominations in
study groups to focus on a discus-
sion guide, and the video and book
versions of Dead Man Walking.
People are invited to become part
of this by starting a study group in
their own communities, using ma-
terials provided by the AFSC. In-
formation from study groups will
be used in a national multifaith
conference (open to anyone inter-
ested) on Nov. 14-16, 1997, in
Washington, D.C.

Pat Clark says people wrongly
assume families of murder victims
want eye-for-an-eye justice, “but
many come to the conclusion that
they don’t want to lose their sense
of humanity or project that kind of
rage and bitterness.” One outcome
of the Religious Organizing Project
may be to help religious groups

form networks of support for vic-
tims’ family members, who often
find themselves alone in dealing
with a punitive justice system.
Since reinstatement of the death
penalty the United States in 1976,
more than 300 people have been
executed and currently more than
3,000 people are on death row.
Even so, the U.S. Supreme Court
agrees the death penalty is not a
deterrent to crime. Innocent people
have been executed. People of
color continue to be over-repre-
sented on death row. Furthermore,
murder victims’ family members are
led to believe the death penalty will
bring healing and closure, and fam-
ily members of death row inmates,
who are treated as outcasts by so-
ciety, become invisible victims.
For information about the study
groups or to register for the con-
ference, contact Pat Clark at (215)
241-7130; e-mail: pclark@afsc.org.
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ing a majority in the valley.”

The project’s long-range goals
include the formation of a valley-
wide civic action league and a multi-
ethnic Chamber of Commerce that
would address the needs of minor-
ity-owned businesses.

A lot of the currént energy, how-
ever, is focused on helping legal U.S.
residents become citizens.

In Visalia, for example, El Primo
and colleague Cindy Brito-Rodriguez

Continued on page 7
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EDITORIAL Abolition 2000

Bearers of Hope

OU GAVE US HOPE, you gave us life,”
says Joseph Findling, one of many who
were fed and given some measure of

security by Quakers during and after
World War II. In Love Amid the Riins, a video

about the Quaker feeding program in Germany,
viewers have a chance to look back at those years
and get an understanding of the gratitude and
respect engendered by the work done by indi-
vidual Quakers, the American Friends Service
Committee, and Friends Service Council (London).
Bringing hope to those who had suffered war
and deprivation was a high calling indeed. (To
order a copy of the video, see page 6.)

Hope still goes forth from the AFSC in the
form of bread or rice to hungry people. And when
those hungry people are considered by some to
be enemies, as Germans were in 1945, our efforts
to aid them also carry the hope of reconciliation.
The AFSC raises funds to provide relief for North
Koreans and Iraqis, while advocating for changes in
U.S. policy to allow humanitarian needs to be met
in ways beyond the capacity of any relief agencies.

We can provide many examples of this kind
of giving, in which we use AFSC'’s resources to
take action for the sake of others. The pages of
each Quaker Service Bulletin are filled with such
examples, and AFSC’s donors are people who re-
spond generously to human needs. But, we in
the AFSC often find ourselves on the receiving
end—we take hope from people outside the nor-
mal orbit of U.S. peace organizations, outside the
orbit of empire.

Such was the case with AFSC'’s role at Abo-

ONE VOICE

Which passport?

OPE. It's what encourages and nurtures
us through difficult and celebratory
experiences. Ask ten people to define
hope and you'll get at least ten answers!

It is spring. Early bulbs are blooming, some
trees are budding, and the sun is warmer with
every day that passes. Each year, during the Eas-
ter season, I take time to remind myself that res-
urrection and rebirth mark not only the natural
world in predictable cycles, but my personal and
spiritual life as well, if not so predictably. I have
always been a hopeful person—I know my hope
is a priceless gift from my parents, family, and
community. Often I am reminded how priceless
is the gift of hope when I meet and forge strong
friendships with folks whose lives and influences
have not been filled with hope.

Hope has a future, whereas despair is locked
into a bleak now. Hope is secured in self-knowl-
edge about a mission and purpose. Hope is built
in loving, caring, respectful, mutual, and purpose-
ful relationships. On the other hand, hopeless-
ness is the ultimate dehumanization, a cynicism
that devalues all possibilities for a future. There
is, in the human spirit generally, an incredibly
strong will to survive, even to thrive and grow.
The natural world offers many metaphors for that
spirit and will—the flower that grows through solid
concrete comes to mind.

TERRY FOSS
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Lopeti Senituli (center), of Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific,
led a group of marchers in a street demonstration at Abolition

2000 in Tahiti.

lition 2000, held in Tahiti this January, where we
enabled people from Pacific island nations to as-
semble in a worldwide summit on nuclear disar-
mament. (See pages 4 and 5.) They were the bear-
ers of hope, as were our Tahitian hosts, who had
organized to oppose the last round of French
nuclear tests on their islands. Those protests, born
of a people’s love for their land and desire for
independence, sparked a global revival of the
movement to abolish nuclear weapons.

The Tarahoi Statement, issued by Tahitian
participants and supported in spirit by the Aboli-
tion 2000 delegates, has a refreshing boldness. The
statement, headed “barefoot on desecrated soil,”
begins this way: “We Polynesian peoples, without
hatred or fear, call upon all other peoples of the
planet Earth without distinction . . . to make people

acknowledge that nuclear weapons arellegal and"

must be banned, for being a weapon for crimes
against humanity, future generations, and the planet

by Kara Newell

The American Friends Service Committee’s
work is wresting hope from despair, doing every-
thing possible to plan and work toward the fu-
ture with and on behalf of people who seem-
ingly have little reason to hope. Yet, over and
over, they prove that their will to find and fill a
better place in their future is incredibly strong. As
I have opportunities to visit with, hear the testi-
monies of, and see the shining hope in AFSC’s
partners, I am always humbled, taught, reinspired,
and made more hopeful, even in the midst of
apparent social and political reasons for hope-
lessness. I am reminded that poverty of spirit has
an open passport to travel at all levels of society.
Hope’s passport, too, is open to every person.

I encourage each one of you to find new hope
this spring. There are many ways to do so. One
is to make a real connection with and commit-
ment to the future of a nearby person or commu-
nity that may be unknown or nearly invisible to
you because of class, race, or socioeconomic sta-
tus. I guarantee you will be challenged, renewed,
and affirmed in your life’s purpose, whatever that
may be. Remember, too, that hope spreads be-
cause of your interest in and support of the AFSC.

Hope. 1t is the future for all of us.

Executive Director, AFSC

Earth: our one and only mother.”
Kilali Alailima, director of our
Pacific Program, reminds us of the
initiatives for peace coming from
people in the Pacific: South Pacific
nations created the South Pacific
Nuclear Free Zone. Samoa and the
Solomon Islands took the lead in
the World Court Project, calling on
the International Court of Justice
to rule on the illegality of nuclear
pr = weapons. The people of the Phil-
&, ippines decided to get rid of U.S.
bases. Okinawans made their voices
heard by referendum for the same
cause. It was Malaysia that moved
the successful resolution in the UN
General Assembly calling for nego-
tiation of a convention to ban nuclear weapons.
This fall, Oscar Arias, a recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, will speak at AFSC’s Annual Public
Gathering. At that time, we will celebrate the fifti-
eth anniversary of the year Quakers all over the
world were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. (AFSC
and Friends Service Council accepted the award
on behalf of all Friends.) Oscar Arias, who comes
from Costa Rica, a little country without an army,
brings a bold proposal to stem the tide of arms
sales worldwide. AFSC will join him, along with
Desmond Tutu and other Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reates, in calling for a global code of conduct on
the sale of arms.
Xavier Gorostiaga, economist and theologian
from Nicaragua, was recently invited to AFSC’s

. Chicago office to stimulate thinking about effects

of globalization of the economy on poor and
working people in the United States and through-
out the world. Gorostiaga came with a smile and
a question: “;Como organizar la esperanza?’ (How
shall we organize hope?) Then he put forward
proposals for more equitable sharing of the world’s
resources, a prerequisite to peace.

In the AFSC, we bring a unique gift to this
process: We can be a two-way channel of hope.
We can enable people in the United States, at the
heart of world power, to learn from those on the
periphery about the nature of the peace we should
seek. Oscar Arias says it this way: “We must re-
place an outdated definition of military security
that focuses on proliferation of arms and capacity
to wage war with a definition of human security
that includes the right to live without poverty,
hunger, disease, human rights abuses, and war.”

He speaks powerfully to U.S. residents at a
time when our government is reducing aid to the
poor in other countries and abandoning its com-
mitment to the poor in our own country. Those
outside the gates of material security and power
often emphasize human security as the necessary
element of peace, and they share the audacious
hope that this can be achieved.

The recent presence among us of David
Niyonzima, Quaker pastor and peacemaker from
Burundi, is a case in point for all who met him.
From whom else could we have gained hope that
there could be forgiveness and reconciliation amid
the ruins of that shattered society? And if there,
then why are we not capable of being peacemak-
ers in our own divided neighborhoods?

Let us take hope and heart from those who
have most to teach us.

David Gracie, Director
Peace Education Division



A personal kind of caring
Friend-Ship Kits build ties across the seas

MMM, LET’S SEE ... One

pack of colored markers

— check! One pair of

scissors (blunt edge) —
check! One box of crayons — check,
check, check!

It’s not an exact quote, but simi-
lar thoughts may have gone through
Carrie Levy’s mind as she put to-
gether her AFSC Friend-Ship Art Kit
recently. Carrie, 14, an eighth grader
at Westtown School, a Friends school
in rural Pennsylvania, was one of
several hundred middle and lower
school students at Westtown who as-
sembled Friend-Ship Kits as their
midwinter project.

The idea for the kits came from
AFSC’s Material Aids Program, which
is building a reserve of kits to re-
spond quickly to requests for mate-
ria] assistance.

“People were really into it,” Car-
rie recalls. “This was a more personal
project. Usually, people give sweat-
ers and other old clothes. But this
project made you think about
what kids in other places
need — like crayons.”

Carrie and her school  ag¥
chums had their choice & £ =
of four Friend-Ship Kits: G
school, hygiene, sew-
ing, or art. Each kit
comes with a list of “in-
gredients,” a plastic bag to
put the material in, and informa-
tion about AFSC. The Material Aids
Program already has sent school kits
to Nicaragua and Haiti, and hygiene
kits to Bosnia and the Dominican Re-

Iy,

MA

1 ll)

TERRY FOSS

L S "

e A A

Westtown students delivered Friend-Ship kits to AFSC’s national offices in
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Thomas Moore (left) greeted them.

public.

The project is aimed primarily at
Quaker schools and meetings, and
it has been met with tremendous en-
thusiasm.

A Friends school in Australia and
monthly meetings in Juneau, Alaska,

and Eugene, Oregon, are
among those who have
¢ ecxpressed an interest in
a assembling kits. In addi-
£ tion, Multnomah Monthly
=& Meeting in Portland, Or-
egon, is taking on the
project with an eye toward
possibly starting an all-volun-
teer Material Aids Program regional
office.

“The Friend-Ship Kits are de-
signed to be from an individual to
an individual,” says Tom Moore, the

Sa

Warm clothing shipped

to Russia

HE AFSC SHIPPED 23 tons

of warm clothing to

Chechnya and Moscow this

winter. A $25,000 grant
from the Joseph Plan Foundation
paid shipping costs. The clothing
was valued at $90,000.

“This grant got winter clothing
to refugees and children who really
needed our help,” said Tom Moore,
director of AFSC’s Material Aids Pro-
gram. The AFSC is one of only a few
organizations doing relief work in
Chechnya. ;

In Moscow, the clothing was dis-
. tributed to refugees living on the out-
skirts of the city. AFSC worked with
Friends House Moscow and the
Brotherhood of Compassion.

The Chechnya shipment went to

Nazran, near Grozny, a war-devas-
tated area, where AFSC is working
with a former Quaker Peace and Ser-
vice worker who has begun a new
peace center there.

The grant money more than cov-
ered shipping expenses. The remain-
ing money will be used to buy food
and medical supplies for refugees.

This shipment is part of a long
tradition of AFSC’s work in this re-
gion. In the 1920s, the AFSC shipped
food and medicine to Russia for fam-
ine relief. During the cold war,
AFSC’s East-West Program coordi-
nated U.S.-Soviet seminars on disar-
mament and human rights. In re-
sponse to an earthquake in 1988,
AFSC helped build a health clinic in
then-Soviet Armenia.

new national director of the Mate-
rial Aids Program, explaining the
project’s popularity. “It’s one thing
for a class to collect 500 pencils, but

it’s another thing to make a care
package, knowing that it will end
up in another student’s hands.”

That individual touch was cer-
tainly part of the attraction for Kelsi
Robinson, 10, a fourth grader at
Westtown School. “It sounded like
it was a nice thing to do,” Kelsi says.
“And it just took a few minutes [to
put together].” Kelsi and Carrie were
part of a group from Westtown that
delivered 300 finished kits to the Ma-
terial Aids warehouse in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, in February.

Peter Vermilye, principal of the
lower school at Westtown School, is
especially pleased with the Quaker
focus of this project. “I'm a Quaker
and I've wanted more connection
between Friends organizations and
Friends schools,” he says. “The
Friend-Ship Kits are appropriate for
schools. Kids love collecting things,
and they’re happy to share.”

Kit Bits
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?

FRIEND-SHIP KITS have be-
come a--popular sefvice project
at Friends schools, churches, and
meetings. Participants have a
choice of four kits: hygiene, art,
school, and sewing.

The average kit contents cost
$4 to $7, with lower costs if
groups purchase the materials in
bulk. If possible, $1 should be

sent with each kit to help pay
shipping costs. Please indicate if
you would like AFSC/Material
Aids Program newsletters and
brochures sent with the kits.

For more information, please
contact Tom Moore, director of
AFSC’s Material Aids Program, at
(215) 241-7041 (e-mail: TMOORE
@afsc.org).
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) All“ﬁ'l_lke We

) ?ﬁf"loﬁg a little different from

each other, but we’re one people.
~ We, the people together, we
have voice, we have song, we have
words to say to one another, to the
Mother Earth, the water, the air, all
v living thmgs out thele The birds

clean so

Lopeti Senituli,
ndependent Pacific, Tongz

This is what the people of the
Pacific are saying, and please listen.
We are saying we do not want
nuclear testing to be conducted in
our region, and we are saying that,
had we been consulted, had we par-
ticipated in the decision-making
processes the colonial powers used
to locate testing sites here, we would
have said no.

uclear Free and

Thoai Nguyen

Isabella Sumang, Nuclear Free
and Independent Pacific, Belau
We are second class in our own
country. Our islands were “discov-
ered” by the Spaniards; then the
. people and the land were sold to
the Germans, and the Germans
gave it over to the Japanese in
the first world war. Then when

Abolition 2000 C
Nuclear Disarmamc«

No one who attended the Abolition 2000 meeting in Te Ao
Maobi (Tabiti) in January 1997 will ever forget the island
and its people.

The conference, held on the first anniversary of the last
French nuclear weapons test, brought together antinuclear
activists and Pacific islanders for a week of discussions, work-
shops, and joint strategizing to create a common agenda to
rid the world of nuclear weapons and gain sovereignty rights

the second world war came around,
the United Nations handed the
people and land over to the United
States to be administered.

The culture of colonization, the
nuclear culture, is very demeaning,
dehumanizing. In your United States,
we used to say, “I pledge allegiance
to the flag of the United States of
America and to the republic for
which it stands, one nation, under
God, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all” — except the Belauans,
from whom we can take their land
and their constitution.

Marcellin Wongfokoui, nuclear
test site worker, Tahiti

What we need to do is get
people to put pressure on France
to clean up their mess. I know what
g its like underneath, all
totally ruined, it's like
_ Gruyere cheese, it’s so
- full of holes.
: I don’t know what
we can say to others,
" because the radioactiv-
ity just comes through the air, and it
falls out of nowhere on you, and
there’s nothing you can do. With the
contamination of fish, particularly the
blue tuna and bonito, radioacivity
could get anywhere, because those

iidouard Huriori Nachoro

fish are wide travelers, they cover a
lot of ocean. The thing I most regret
is that young people will get this ill-
ness, too.

Aihemo Ariiotima, Hiti Tau, Tahiti
We, the Maohi people, we've
known Mother Earth throughout the
generations, we have found it in our
legends, we know about this from
our past This has been transmitted
. to us either by our
- families or through our
I storytellers, who are
representatives of the
earth itself. For us, the
| 1agoons in Morora and
4= Fangataufa are part of
Mother Earth. These are important
areas that will remain poisoned for
thousands of years and threaten fu-

ture generations.

Trisha Pritikin, Hanford
Downwinders, United States
Radiation survivors live in differ-
ent areas of the world. We are isolat-
ed, yet we are the same. We have
similar health problems because
we've been exposed to similar radio-
active substances. My father is dead
from thyroid cancer, my brother is
dead, my mother is blind, and she
has a heart condition caused by a

b R Dok
Isabella Sumang



onference Links
nt and Sovereignty

Jforindigenous peoples of the Pacific.

AFSC’s Asia Pacific Program cosponsored the conference,
together with Abolition 2000, a global coalition dedicated to
elimination of nuclear weapons, and Hiti Tau, the local orga-
nization that is committed to international cooperation and
the right to a “permanently denuclearised environment.”

This report focuses on the voices of individuals who attended
the conference from around the world.

disease of the
parathyroid.

We absorbed
radioactive lo-
dine 131 at Han-
™ ford. That's also

\ the substance
present in atom
bomb detona-
tions, plutonium
production, and above- and below-
ground bomb tests. All radiation sur-
vivors have the same problems. Ev-
ery day is a terrible struggle.

Mayumi Oda, Plutonium Free
Future, Japan

We cannot fight alone; we can-
not separate nuclear weapons from
nuclear waste, nuclear weapons
from nuclear power. They are inter-
dependent. Each step of the nuclear
process contributes directly, or
through the steps involved to per-
manent contamination of the atmo-
sphere, the water, the land, and our
health. And everybody on the chain
has to work together; we can’t be
separate.

Gideon Spiro, Israel

The question of Israel’s posses-
sion of a nuclear arsenal affects not
only Israel and the Middle East, but

the entire world. Western countries,
with their huge arsenal of nuclear
weapons, with their high level of
nuclear power stations, are poten-
tial victims of nuclear catastrophe,
just like indigenous people any-
where in the world. In this sense,
we are all in one boat. That is the
idea of Abolition 2000. We are all
brothers and sisters.

Istvan Farkas, Alba Kor,
Budapest; Hungary -

The Soviet army deployed
nuclear weapons in
. Hungary in the last
years, and after they
moved from Hun-
gary we became a
de facto nuclear
weapons-free zone.
The Hungarians fear
NATO expansion, and they fear
nuclear weapons will be deployed
on our territory. Many, many people
in Hungary are against nuclear
weapons. I think this is a common
public opinion.

Lars Pohimeier, International
Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War, Germany

One of the arguments in favor
of nuclear weapons is that they kept

Alison Kelen

the peace and they never hurt any-
body—for fifty years we've had
peace in Europe, so why should we
be against nuclear weapons? 1 say
this has not been the case. Nuclear
weapons kill people even when not
used in an actual war.

Myrla Baldonado, Nuclear Free
Philippines

After Chernobyl and Three Mile
Island, Asia became the dumping
grotind for nuclear‘technology. Af-
ter the victory of the antinuclear
movement, which resulted in the
U.S. government’s closure of nuclear
power plants, the International
Atomic Energy Agency and lots of
other agencies looked | i
at Asia to market
nuclear technology. !
Currently, 32 plants W
are planned to be built §
within the next ten
years, in Indonesia, the Philippines,
and South Korea.

Alison Kelen, Marshall Islands

I lived on Bikini for four years.
In 1978 the United States moved
people from Bikini. I was a young
kid, but I still remember. To me, it
was kind of fun because I was on a
ship, but everybody was crying so I
thought they were getting kind of
seasick. I saw my dad waving to the
island with a white piece of cloth,
and he was crying, and my mom too.
I thought they were seasick.

Coming to this conference is very
touching. I've never been involved
with people who were against this
thing, other than my own people.

Almira Mataoshi, Marshall Islands

I've got two children that were
born at the time of the nuclear tests,
and one of them has a condition of
dwarfism, and the other is mentally
retarded. I had a full-term baby. I

carried the child for nine months,
and when it was born there was no
human resemblance to it. I had four
children who died immediately af-
ter delivery.

To this day the whole Marshall
Islands are contaminated. There’s
nothing we can do now except hold
onto our homeland because that's
the only inheritance given to us by
our ancestors. In the Islands, we be-
lieve that if we lose our homeland,
we have no identity. But our home-
land is contaminated, and we’re
struggling to return.

Rishi Manchanda, Tufts
University, Boston,
Massachusetts

I've learned that
paradise exists and that
we as a human society
often fail to realize and
appreciate it and treat it
with the respect para-
dise is due. That’s what the nuclear
issue is all about.

Pauline Tangiora, New Zealand

The bird is the sower of our trees
and flowers. It flies from north to
south, east to west. This bird is a
sign that nature is very much alive
here. But it may not always be there.
Every island remembers genocide,
because our reproduction will never
be the same. This is the womb of
every generation. You together will
determine if Mother Earth will sur-
vive.

All photos on this page by Terry Foss
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m tﬁ ‘ Westtown students moved to take action seeking long-term solutions. AFSC now has pro-
. Quaker pastor David Niyonzima, from the  8rams in 29 countries in Latin America, Africa,
! . ' o war-torn African country of Burundi, had a pro- ~ Eastern Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.
"tim found effect on students at Westtown Friends E !
' Nobel nomination

School when he spoke to them during his tour
of the United States last fall. “Moved by his visit AFSC has nominated former U.S. president
and what he had to say, we decided to change Jimmy Carter for the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize for

our annual seventh- and eighth-grade winter the second time. “Carter demonstrates how a

H.0.P.E. in Ann Arhor; Pride in Seattle

Two substantial grants will }?oost efforts ol oo v Halse money for the people of Burundi,”  former president can make a unique contribution
tv.vo AFSC programs that work with lesbian, gay, the Westtown (Pa.) Middle School Student Coun-  to ending armed conflicts and building a founda-
bisexual, and. transgender p o Pt cil wrote in a letter to AFSC. The dance and addi-  tion for a peaceful world,” says Kara Newell, AFSC

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Issues Pro- — . _ executive director. He leads the Carter Center in

gram in Ann Arbor, Michigan, received a $20,486
grant from the H.O.P.E. Fund of the Community
Foundation for Southeastern Michigan. The grant
will fund training for 50 people, including 30 re-
ligious leaders, on issues affecting gays and lesbi-
ans. “Even in faith communities where there is
some openness on lesbian, gay, and bisexual is-
sues, considerable lack of understanding, and
many negative stereotypes remain,” says Jan
Wright, director of the program.

Atlanta, Georgia, in its worldwide efforts of peace-
making and negotiations. The AFSC, as corecipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1947, is invited to
make nominations for the annual prize.

Martha McDonald retires
Caring about people she had never met and
working hard to help them anyway—those were
daily elements in Martha McDonald’s 12 years as
director of the Material Aids Program office in High
Meanwhile, the Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Youth 2 : Point, North Carolina. Martha recently retired from
Program in Seattle, Washington, received a three- David Niyonzima with students the position, where she sorted and mended

year, $30,000 grant from the Pride Foundation. . clothes, sewed blankets, dresses, teddy bears, and
The grant “...recognizes organizations of proven  tional donations raised $210 to help David’s ef- baby clothes, and coordinated the work of many

leadership, vision, and service that substantially  forts at peace and reconciliation in Burundi. volunteers. Known for her single-mindedness and

strengthen the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and conscientious work ethic, she shipped nearly

TERRY FOSS

transgender community,” according to a letter from  Gorinne B. Johnson retires 200,000 pounds of clothing from the farmhouse
the foundation announcing the award. After 30 years of service with AFSC, Corinne  \here the North Carolina program is located. She

B. Johnson retired in February as director of the  grew up in a Quaker home in central lowa, and
Haiti trip to raise money for health center International Division. She joined AFSC in 1957 she and her husband Lloyd will move back to

Men anpil chay pa lou, or “many hands lighten ~ and held administrative positions with student  (hat area for their retirement.
the load” is the theme of a donors’ trip to Haiti ~ seminars, Quaker International Centers, the Over-
planned by the AFSC for November. It will raise ~ seas Refugee Program, and the Family Planning
money for a much-needed community health and  and Population Education Program. She became
training center in the village of Irois. There isroom  director of the International Division in 1979,
for ten participants, who are each asked to raise e - WHere she became known for,
$5,000 to help build the center. That figure also &= consistency in applying high
covers participants’ transportation costs. They will s standards of fairness to
visit Irois and the Grand Anse region of Haiti and AFSC’s international work,
attend the center’s dedication. The money will commitment to “being there”
also help buy an ambulance boat to transport se- until people in projects could
riously ill patients. For more information, write to determine their own direc-
AFSC Donor Services, 1501 Cherry Street, Phila- - tions, for identifying root
delphia, PA 19102; e-mail: eec@aol.com. Corinne Johnson causes of problems, and for

TERRY FOSS
TERRY FOSS

D S ;;,
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Martha McDonald in N.C. Material Aids Center
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P e e e e sy LOVE AMid the Ruins : Summer Youth Leadership Training Programs
: b= | .

Video documentary by German 1997 edition

Public TV about post-war Quaker Brochure lists selected youth leadership training

relief and reconciliation through sessions. Published by AFSC’s Youth and Militarism

German eyes. Includes Program. Free, by calling (215) 241-7176, or read on

reminiscences of former Quaker http://www.afsc.org/youthmil/youth97 htm

Service volunteers. In English,

narrated by Scott Simon. 30 min.

includes study guide.

Price: $10

To place an order or get an AFSC publications catalog, contact
Literature Resources, AFSC, 1501 Cherry St., Phila., PA 19102, or
call toll free 1-(888) 588-AFSC; (215) 241-7048; FAX: (215) 241-
7275. Make checks payable to AFSC, Literature Resources.

TITLEATEM QY | PRICE | TOTAL

No Human Being is lllegal
AFSC Economic Justice Program

Colorful graphics and provocative say-
ing support the rights of immigrants to
live and work in the United States. Pro-
ceeds from these items will be used for

Feminist Family Values

Angela Davis, Maria Jimenez, Mililani Trask,

Gloria Steinem explore the issues of women and : : S

the environment, gconomic sustainability, ways paule -educatlon.about ImALgrAlionissygs:

conventional views of “family values” undermine T-shirt $12. (Sizes: large, )_(-Iarge only)

the rights of women and children, etc. 131 pages. Poster $5 Bumper sticker $1
Price: $18.95 (includes postage)

NAME

Homenaje
Bilingual material produced by the youth activists of AFSC

= Respectful Engagement :

i apge . oy Cuban NGO Cooperation with Latin America, Europe, :imjf:;dlZrEZI::%géifm:isir:“é?rn c::\:r:i W:IT:" 00";’“‘;'
L s e ur:iyon organizing, domestic violence cott}l’nselinpmgtrc mS1

DAYTIME PHONE [_] Please send me a catalog Summarizes rise of Cuban nongovernmental organizations = g. Ju fG;

pages.

Price: $9.50 (includes postage)
(Order from AFSC-Chicago, 59 E Van Buren, Suite
1400, Chicago IL 60605 or call 312/427-2533.)

(NGOs). Includes glossary, text of legislation, copies of
AFSC’s statement on U.S.-Cuba relations, etc.
Price: $7

Visit our new website:http//www.afsc.org
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Joyous shouts greet safe haven

Welcome, Anthony Thoai Nguyen
Anthony Thoai Nguyen recently joined AFSC

as coordinator of the national Asia Pacific Pro- or the children of Zibgeen, Lebanon, the  vading din was such that all the prepared grown-
gram in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Asia Pa- recently opened Friends Garden play-  up speeches had to be cut to a few words of
cific Program works with Asian and Pacific Is- ground offers a simple, generous gift: a  thanks,” Phillippa says.

lander communities in the United States and the safe place to play. The opening of the modest, roughly 5,000-
Pacific Basin. It has offices in Honolulu, Hawai’i; “The Friends Garden is one of the very few  square-foot playground was met with great fan-

Oakland, California; and Philadelphia. He recently
served as director of program development for
the Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence in New

places in south Lebanon where children can, fora  fare in Zibgeen, a village of some 1,400 inhabit-
moment, forget the traumas, fear, and daily ten- ants. Villagers decorated the area with ribbons
sion of life in a war zone,” says Phillippa Neave of  and balloons, and Brummana Meeting provided
York City, New York. the British Quaker Peace and Service (QPS). “This  hundreds of chocolate bars and juice containers,
. is the first time that kids can play safely in Zibgeen, = which added to the festive atmosphere. The play-

Welcome to Janice Knuth which has lost seven chil- : ' 3 ground boasts the usual
Janice Knuth has joined AFSC’s Affirmative  gren in recent years, three assortment of children’s
Action staff as a specialist on disability issues. A 5f them to Israeli land games, such as see-saws,
social worker, she has a rich background of ex-  ines.” swings, and a slide, all
perience working in agencies for the blind, cen- Zibgeen is near the Is- built by a local black-
ters for independent living, and grassroots orga-  paeli/Lebanese border, just smith and paid for by
nizations that advocate for the rights of people  north of the Israeli self-de- Save the Children Fed-
with disabilities. She has a disability herself: low  [ared security zone, eration. In addition, a
vision due to albinism, a genetic condition that ¢ here war conditions sunscreen in the shape
results in little or no pigmentation. She started a  },ve prevailed for close to of a Quaker star stands

national organization for persons with albinism years. A major after-ef- : SRR o P in the center of the play-
and served as its president for 11 years. fect of countless Israeli Slides and see-saws are part of the fun at the ground.
Friends Garden playground in Zibgeen, Lebanon.

PHILLIPPA NEAVE

military attacks over the Bill Pierre, coordina-

years is that the scrub land tor of Middle East pro-

Learnjng CitizenShip surrounding Zibgeen is littered with hidden land  grams for AFSC, says that helping build the play-
, mines and unexploded ordinance. Friends Garden = ground gave AFSC an opening to reconnect with
Consines frompage is on a safe patch of land. the people of South Lebanon and an opportu-

The playground was a joint project of the AFSC,  nity to collaborate with other Quaker organiza-
Brummana Friends Meeting in Lebanon, and QPS.  tions. Phillippa adds her hope that this will not
Phillippa recalls that when the playground be the last such joint venture.
opened this past February, the joyous shouts of “The children of other villages need play-
150 children at play served as a backdrop while a  grounds, too,” she says. “We must come up with
line of adults waited to make speeches. “The per-  other ways of doing more of these.”

recruit people to organize citizenship and ESL
(English as a Second Language) classes. The first
series of classes served 160 people.

One of the hardest parts of the job, El Primo
says, is convincing residents they can make a
difference.

“Many people in this area are from countries
with corrupt governments, so they don'’t take elec-
tions seriously,” he notes. “It takes a lot of effort

‘Common folkR, not statesmen, nor generals, nor great

for us to convince them that this is a different men Of affairs, butjust simple men and women, if‘
;fl??glt‘;md e b they devote themselves...can do sometbhing to build a
Meanwhile, staff in the Stockton office have better peace ful world.
started the Immigrant and Refugee Information
Service (IRIS). Among other projects, IRIS staff Henry Cadbury in Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech
member Sanjo Aldea is compiling a directory of
agencies and individuals who serve immigrants TO ALL WHO SHARE THIS BELIEF, we ask you to help now to AFSC ARCHIVES
and is acting as a resource for agencies that work support our future work. Won’t you consider arranging a Charitable
with immigrants applying for citizenship. Work- Gift Annuity? Beginning March 1, 1997, the rates of return on most
ing with the Immigrant Legal Resources Center, gift annuities will increase, and once established are fixed for life. A
Sanjo and other staff also are providing informa- sample of the new rates:
tion about the latest immigration policies to lo-
T —— Single Life Gift Annuity Two Life Gift Annuity
“The agencies and media we work with say RS UARALe Ages s
that they can’t get such up-to-date information 65 7.2% 65/70 6.9%
about immigration policy anywhere else, so they 70 7.7% 70/75 7.2% il =
love what we’re doing,” says Raj Ramaiya, pro- 75 8.4% 75/80 7.8% X =
gram coordinator in Stockton. “We noticed that 80 9.4% 80/85 8.6%
there was an information gap, and we’re trying 85 10.5% 85/90 9.8% Reconstruction jn post
to fill it.” AL o0 g
In addition, the program is organizing a num- Whenever possible, we m;ge you t(t’use stocks or securities to
ber of ethnic business organizations, an impor- igtirausplanichgiits Teisitetyrsc and costeticedys.
tant step in an area with a high concentration of =~ == = s s ————————————————————— S ——— ———— -
Southeast Asian immigrants. Returnto:  Lyn Back at (215) 241-7095 or LBack@afsc.org
“Southeast Asian immigrants move into ac- Karin Lee at (215)241-7092 or KLee@afsc.org
tive citizenship primarily through economic de- Office of Planned Giving * American Friends Service Committee
velopment,” Mark Miller explains. “By working 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102
with the Asian business community, we've been
facilitating their participation in U.S. society.” Namels)
Finally, El Primo notes that another vital off- ' = = 5aTr [ | Please send me more information on a
shoot of these efforts is development of new lead- Tehons : Charitable Gift Annuity.
ers within immigrant and refugee communities. Address ==
“We keep telling people they have to be ready Gty State Tip [] I have included the American Friends Service
to take the place of long-time activists. To do Rirthdates - (miss) (other Committee in my will or estate plan.

that, they have to get involved and stay active in

the democratic process.” Approximate Size of Gift_§ Spring '97




Lakota sovereignty

Yearning that c@ s fr

By Melissa K. Elliott

HEN GERALD One

Feather talks about in-

digenous rights, his

eyes look into the dis-
tance, and the quiet hush of the prai-
rie is in his voice.

Gerald is well aware of the po-
litical and economic arguments the
subject stirs all over the world. He is
a long-time leader of the Lakota
people and an AFSC staff member
of nearly ten years, so he’s heard
the anger, participated in the discus-
sions. And he lives the reality on the
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Da-
kota, where poverty and problems
run deep among an old and proud
people.

To Gerald One Feather, indig-
enous rights are about seeing his
people recover their dreams and
control their own land, make their
own decisions and renew spiritual
practices that once held them to-
gether, connected them to the earth,
and fed them spiritually. His opin-
ions carry a strength deeper than
self-righteousness: they are gentle,
persistent, and come from inner
knowing.

“What is my vision? What would
1 like to see accomplished in my life-
time? I would like to see my people
be allowed to be self-determined, to
bring ourselves together under one
system of government across inter-
national boundaries, to control our
own land, and revive our culture,

language, and ceremonies.”

His voice is being heard in some
important corners. For the last two
years he has represented the alliance
of Lakota peoples known as Ikce
Wicasa Ta Omwniciye at the meeting
of the UN Human Rights Commis-
sion in Geneva, Switzerland. The
Commission discussed, formulated,
and put forward the UN Draft Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, which is now undergoing
review and will be submitted to the
UN General Assembly for approval.

The Lakotas’ struggle for their
rights is part of a swelling tide by
indigenous peoples worldwide to
have their demands recognized. (See
pages 4 and 5.) As they share their

wise, you become a wise man.

Listen to what your beart says, not to what your bead
says. Your beart knows; the knowledge of your beart is
based on your experience. The knowledge of your bead is
based on what other people bhave told you, what you’ve
read in books. When you communicate with spirit,
don’t do it with your bead; do it with your beart.

Listen to your beart, and it will tell you; it will
educate you. That’s the kind of education that’s
based on spirit speaking, not on what other peo-

ple think.

Gerald One Feather !

experiences and cultures, common
themes and strategies emerge, and
their voices gain strength from each
other. “Indians are more aware of
issues, and there is a great deal of
residual guilt in the dominant cul-
ture,” says Ed Nakawatase, national
coordinator of AFSC’s Native Ameri-
cans/Native Peoples programs.
“Popular culture is picking up on
these cues. Over the years there has
been a shift in perception.”

Indians as a whole are more able
to speak out, Gerald says. “There are
people among the Lakota who have
more education and can stand and
speak to people in government as
equals.”

Gerald is one of those people,

E BELIEVE each one of us bas a spirit that never dies.
The purer it is, the broader it sees. The less pure it
is, the narrower it sees. We believe that everything
that moves bas a spirit. That’s why it moves!

Spirit lives in your beart. When your spirit becomes

and he works at many levels to bring
changes. Most of his efforts have a
spiritual component, even the most
practical ones, such as teaching
young people how to garden. “I in-
troduce them to their relationship to
the earth. And the produce they raise
will improve their families’ diets.”

There are similar elements in the
buffalo project, which is just getting
off the ground with money for fenc-
ing and animals. “Buffalo are spe-
cial creatures for my people. We
believe they are people; they are our
relatives. We believe they came into
our world to help us stay alive. There
is a connectedness, spiritually and
physically.”

Other AFSC projects Gerald is
working on include reintroducing
Lakota ceremonies, such as coming-
of-age initiations, vision quests, and
sweat lodges; sponsoring a language-
immersion camp for youth; defend-
ing rights to sacred sites; and sup-
porting lkce Wicasa Ta Omniciye,
through which Lakota, Dakota, and
Nakota people speak with a unified
voice.
% “I think the most important
thing in working with
people is to create a vi-
sion. Then you can
move them to a better
place, a better life,”
: Gerald says. “We
L+ were a nation a hun-
dred years ago, and
we lost that, but sov-
ereignty doesn’t go
away. The yearning
is still here,” he says,
tapping his chest, “in
people’s hearts.”

Special Giits for Special Occasions

In High Point,
North Carolina

mote commitment to their communi-
ties and improve leadership skills. For

the second year, AFSC will support a For Orita/North Carolina  $

AFSC’s Orita Program works

summer camp to give these youth a

can inform the recipient
of your thougbtful
remembrance.

civil society for Palestinians. We
work with youth groups from Gaza,
the West Bank, and Israel to pro-

I
|
I
: l
. with low-income students in chance to meet in 2 more carefree | For Palestinian Youth $
€ middle schools. Using their creative =~ atmosphere. |
” g egergy,fthey m.ake 1cralFts sn;(ch zlcsl Shipment of 50 pounds of | For Somali villages $
ORITA, HIGH POINT, N.C. picture frames, jeweiry, masxks an donated bedding: $25 |
sand art for sale. In the process, ' g. | For all AFSC programs $
For upcoming special they begin to understand how busi- P‘“'dl.ﬂsmg camping | Torl &
occasions, remember ness works and gain self-esteem. utensils, etc.: $75 | _
Please make checks payable to AFSC.
your family and friends  Craft supplies : |
by making a contribution for one week: $60 In Somalia : Name
to the American Friends L S— AFSC’s development project has | Address
Service Committee. For of college intern help: $25 expanded to new villages. We are |
éach gift of $35 or more introducing oxen for plowing to re- l City
R g “ ’ place hand labor. In an area where - =
we’ll send you our “all In the M.iddle £ast basic health care is inadequate, lo- | - ¥
occasion” card so you cal women are being trained as mid- | Return to:
l
I
I
|
]

AFSC supports the buxldlng of American Friends Service Committee

Development Office

1501 Cherry Street, Phila., PA 19102

For VISA/MasterCard charge call toll free:
1- 888-588-AFSC

wives.

One ox yoke: $30
One midwifery kit: $45
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