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AFSC delegation studies violence in South Africa 

S ince February 1990, more 
than 7,000 people have died 
in acts of political violence in 

South Africa. Many township 
residents argue that the violence 
originates from the deKlerk govern
ment which promotes ethnic rivalry 
through homeland "chiefs" and 
other political appointees. 

An AFSC delegation of six 
people traveled to this nation last 
October and met with people in all 
walks of life to discuss the sources 
of the escalating violence, and to 
determine what supportive roles 
the AFSC can play in realizing 
peace in South Africa. 

As one member said, "We came 
painfully close to the subject of our 
-study. We joined a nightly effort to 
bring food to student political 
prisoners in the 'homeland' of 
Bophuthatswana. We stood amidst 
an aroused crowd milling about the 
body of a man killed by police or 
soldiers in the Botshabelo town
ship. We were present at a wake in 
the township of Alice where a 
family of four had been killed days 
before. And we sat in the office of 
the Cape Town Regional Dispute 
Resolution Committee when 
members of the staff learned that a 
colleague had been wounded in an 
assassination attempt." 

Delegation members traveled 
7,000 miles throughout South 
Africa. They talked to church 
groups, civic associations, human 
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rights and liberation organizations, 
police and government officials, 
Regional Dispute Resolution Com
mittee members, violence-unrest 
monitors, labor unions, university 
professors, women's groups, commu
nity organizers, and grassroots 
people of all classes and persua
sions. 

They saw the effects of the 
violence on people in a country 
where "people still die mysteriously 
in police custody, and the South 
African Defense Forces convenient-
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ly turn their heads away when 
'homeland' tyrants massacre un
armed demonstrators," the delega
tion states. "Contrary to media 
reports, apartheid is alive and well 
in South Africa. The political es
sence of apartheid continues to 
govern matters of land, political 
representation and empowerment. 
Millions of black South Africans 
have never voted including Nelson 
Mandela and Archbishop Tutu. 

''But there is an up-side. Life in 
Continued on page 8 

AFSC Somali Program Director Mohamed Abdirahman visits with children at 
the boys orphanage in Afgoi. AFSC assists two orphanages in Afgoi with food, 

bedding, fuel, hygiene supplies and 1nedical care. 

See story page 4 and 5. 

Youth carry out programs to deal with violence 
The following stori-es illustrate how 
AFSC and youth groups are develop
ing ways to resolve confiict. 

A reason to hope 

C 
ultivating youth leadership 
always gives one a reason to 
hope. Fran Donelan, Project 

Director of the Youth and Milita-
rism Program of the AFSC Balti
more office, works with three youth 
groups: the SUPERCATS (Students 
Using Peace Education to Resolve 
Conflict Around the Society), the 
Rising Stars (a theatre group), and 
the AFSC/Dunbar Middle School 
Partnership (a middle and senior 
high school outreach group). 

The SUPERCATS produced a 
newsletter last year titled "Peacing 

It Together." The group conducted a 
letter writing campaign to war 
resisters and coordinated a "paddle 
boat-a-thon" to raise money for the 
Baltimore fuel fund to aid low
income families. 

The Partnership, which pro
motes alternatives to violence and to 
military recruitment in the schools, 
offers support to students trauma
tized by the loss ofloved ones 
through violence or natural causes. 
The drama group, Rising Stars, 
carries its message of social justice 
to area schools, and assists children 
at a local homeless shelter with 
school assignments. 

The groups sponsor Youth 
Awareness Day annually, which 
focuses on various domestic and 
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Latinas in Chicago 
learn legal rights 
and how to use them 
''While others have provided luke
warm support to the empowerment 
of Chicago's growing Latino popu
lation, the American Fri-ends 
Service Committee has consistently 
played a leadership role by making 
available resources and staff. .... 
AFSC fills a gap lefi by the more 
general programs in Chicago that 
do not focus on the specific needs 
and concerns of Latinas ... through 
continuous support and informa-
t . " wn. 

- Esther Nieves, former Director 
of the Mayor's Advisory Commission on 
Latino Affairs, Chicago 

A fter seven years of work with 
Chicago's Latino community 
AFSC knew there were 

particular issues for women that 
needed additional attention. AFSC 
staff Elsa Chavez, in talking to 
Latinas (women) about their con
cerns, found that many faced prob
lems regarding divorce, work and 
child care, and raising children in 
the city. Barriers of language, 
sexism and economic conditions all 
kept these women from taking steps 
to help themselves. 

Many of the problems Latinas· 
face, Elsa concluded, could be 
addressed through the legal system. 
But the women lacked both knowl
edge of the system and the confi-

Continued on page 2 
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Youth Awareness Day, Baltimore. Young 
people share their concerns about world issues 
between themselves and workshop leaders. 

international topics. A session on 
racism featured segments of Spike 
Lee's film, Do the Right Thing, 
''which gave them a focus," says 
Donelan. 

She is working to get school 
Continued on page 6 
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I believe in heroes .... 

I believe in heroes. Sometimes, though, an 
organization rather than an individual can 
be an exemplary role model. And in my 

life, the American Friends Service 
Committee has played this part. 

Unlike your typical hero, who strives to 
win wars, the AFSC fights to prevent them. It 
attempts to unite people in common cause and 
good will rather than to conquer or subdue. For 
the AFSC, the enemy has not been a nation, a 
race, or an ideology, but rather the violation of 
human rights, the attempt to destroy human 
dignity, and the absence of economic and social 
justice. 

Thus, in 1917, as the United States entered 
World War I, representatives of various organi
zations of the Society of Friends met to "unite in 
expressing our love of our country and our 
desire to serve her loyally," and "to offer our 
services to the government of the United States 
in any constructive work in which we can 
conscientiously serve humanity." 

During the sum.mer of 1917, 100 young 
men and women, Quaker and non-Quaker, 
trained for work in Europe, where they would 

AFSCholds 
conference on 
economic sanctions 

I n his keynote address at AFSC's Conference 
on International Economic Sanctions, 
Richard Falk, professor of international law 

at Princeton University, denounced continued 
economic sanctions against Iraq. He con
demned the vindictive use of sanctions against 
civilians, calling it "one of the most immoral 
postures the U.N. has ever been associated 
with." 

Falk thanked the AFSC Working Group 
on International Economic Sanctions for its 
report and guidelines governing support for 
the use of sanctions. Although sanctions can 
be used to avert war, he recognized that they 
can also be used, as in the case of Iraq, as "an 
instrument of geopolitics and a means of 
mobilizing support for war." 

Participants discussed AFSC's historical 
position on international economic sanctions. 
For example, AFSC supported sanctions in 
South Africa and Haiti to establish basic 
democratic rights; and in former Yugoslavia to 
attempt to resolve the conflict. But AFSC has 
opposed sanctions which advanced U.S. foreign 
policy goals inconsistent with international 
law, as in Nicaragua. 

As individuals concerned about world 
peace, conference participants grappled with 
the moral and political complexities of interna
tional economic sanctions. 

The final report of the Working Group is 
available from Peace Literature Resources, 
AFSC, National Office, for $2 a copy. 

2 

staff hospitals and homes for children and the 
aged and also be there to provide material relief 
and help to rebuild homes, factories and farms. 

Out of this challenge, the AFSC was born in 
Philadelphia 75 years ago. 

Since those first projects in Europe, staff and 
volunteers have been working in farm labor 
camps, in mining communities, on Indian reser
vations, in our prisons and mental hospitals, on 
the streets of our inner cities and with displaced 
persons around the world. 

Overseas the AFSC engages in international 
seminars on reconciliation, education, health care 
and disarmament, and its staff currently sup
ports community development projects in Africa, 
Latin America, Southeast Asia and the Middle 
East. 

With pride we recognize that we have 
greatly expanded in eight decades. Now "our'' 
community includes undocumented citrus 
pickers in South Florida, village community 
organizers in the Philippines, kindergarten 
teachers in Gaza, immigration attorneys in 
Southern California, members of Quaker meet
ings worldwide, homeless persons in San Fran
cisco, survivors of the Holocaust, Japanese-

JENNIFER COHEN 

Elsa Chavez (left) staff AFSC Latino Community Empowerment 
Program, working with a participant of a legal rights workshop. 

Latinas continued trom page 1 

dence to use it. After providing legal training to a 
group of community women, Elsa set up a series 
of workshops that have become the Latina Legal 
Promoters Program. The program not only 
teaches women their rights, but also gives them 
the confidence necessary to exercise those rights. 
They take field trips to the courts, practice filling 
out legal forms, learn where to get help with 
translation from English to Spanish when they 
need to understand materials better. 

Gradually, Latinas have gained a sense of 
empowerment. One woman explains: "Now I 
don't feel too scared to talk to a lawyer or go to 
City Hall. I need to be able to do these things to 
make changes in my life." 

Making changes doesn't happen quickly or 
easily. The strength of the AFSC program is in 
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Americans who were incarcerated during World 
War TI, staff and volunteers and thousands of 
contributors. 

The work of the AFSC today continues to 
be daunting. Here in the United States we 
must increase our efforts. Disintegration of the 
inner cities, violence at our southern borders, 
poverty and suffering in our agricultural com
munities, and divisions of race and class under
mine our society. Overseas we search for 
effective ways to respond to the ravages of civil 
war and oppression in El Salvador, Somalia and 
Soweto. 

Lucretia Mott, a revered Quaker and 
suffragist, put it this way: "There can be no true 
peace that is not founded on justice and right." 
In striving to accomplish these goals, we are 
always seeking partners: brothers and sisters 
who share the spirit of our 75th anniversary 
theme: "Faith, Risk, Change." 

It is our hope, in celebrating our 75th year, 
that we may find our path toget}.ler, as children 
of God, on the journey toward a more just and 
peaceful world. 

Excerpts from an op-ed article in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, November 6, 1992. 

its continuous presence and its emphasis on 
individual contact. New workshops are developed 
as new needs are revealed. 

For instance, after attending a nwnber of 
workshops and seeing a video about battered 
women, some of the Latinas began to talk about 
domestic abuse in their own community. They 
discussed how women often feel powerless to 
leave abusive relationships, and lack the self
esteem and financial independence necessary to 
take such an enormous step. 

The workshop leaders provided information 
on the legal ways women can protect themselves, 
including how to get an emergency protection 
order and how to force the abusive man to stay 
away from the women and children involved. 
One young woman, 18 years old, was moved to 
share that she had been abused. She is now 
seeking help. 

Every workshop has a private time and place 
for the women to talk about problems they have 
in common. One woman told about a sixth grade 
teacher in a Chicago public school who had been 
making racist remarks to the class, 95 percent of 
whom are Mexican or of Mexican descent. The 
story inspired the group and AFSC staff to 
approach the teacher and the principal of the 
school about the problem, and the teacher apolo
gized to the class. The principal let her know this 
was not acceptable. As a result of this experience 
and others, The Project continues its commitment 
to increase dialogue, create networks and develop 
leadership in the Latina community. 

The program has already been asked to 
expand. Community groups in two predomi
nantly Mexican and Puerto Rican communities in 
Chicago, West Town and Rumbolt Park have 
invited AFSC to begin the project in their area, 
and women who have completed the workshops 
have volunteered to share their knowledge and 
experiences with new groups of women. 
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They tell their stories .... 
As part oftheAFSC'sAnnual Gathering and 75thAnniversary Celebration, 

November 7, storytellers related their experiences with AFSC during various 
periods in our history. Following are excerpts from two of those stories. 

In the '60s, AFSC worked with 
communities across the South 
to help make advances in civil 
rights a reality. The focus was 
primarily on schools, working 
with families as children pre
pared to attend previously all
white schools. 

M 
y name is Mae Bertha 
Carter, and I was born in 
Sunflower County, Missis

sippi. I was born on the farm,the 
plantation, 69 years ago. They owned 
thefarmwherelwasborn. Wedidn't 
have schools for black people to go to 
at that time. They had to go to a 
church house for about two or three 
months in the year. At the church 
house they had one teacher that 
would teach all grades and all sub
jects. 

I had to pick cotton when I was 
about six years old. I wasn't old 
enough to pull the sack behind me. 
You know when you pick cotton you 
got a sack come over your shoulder 
and then you pull about 100 pounds. 
I wasn't old enough to pull this, so I 
had a 16 pound bucket. Sixteen 
pounds of lard came in this bucket, 
and when I picked cotton I emptied 
into my mother's sack; so I didn't get 
an education. 

In 1937 AFSC purchased 200 
acres in Pennsylvania for the 
creation of a model homestead 
community where unemployed 
coal miners could build their 
own homes. Fifty families were 
settled at PennCraft and in 10 
years had repaid their loans. 
Betty Keeney Hill was a teen
ager when her family moved to 
PennCraft. This is her story: 

I 'm the oldest of six children. My 
father was a coal miner. We 
moved from mining town to min

ing town before we ended in Penn
Craft. 

I have a picture of our family 
with the coal house and the toilet out 
back in the scrubby land, and the 
open ditch that carried our laundry 
and dish water away. We had four 
rooms for our family in the company 
house. 

Then the Quakers started to 
come in during the depression in the 
'30s, when many of the coal miners 
were out of work, or on relief which 
was a hardship for my father be
cause he had great pride. 

The Quakers interviewed coal 
miners to be part of the homestead of 
PennCraft, to build our own stone 
houses, but it took us a long time 
before we were able to move in. 

TERRY FOSS -STAFF 

Mae Bertha Carter addresses audience at the 
AFSC annual gathering in November 1992. 

I married a man who lived on 
the farm and we had 13 head of chil
dren. When my first little baby was 
born I looked at it and I said I want you 
to have an education. I don't want you 
out in the hot sun, at 103 degrees, 
picking cotton for 14 hours a day. 

Then came the Freedom of Choice 
business in the '60s. We had been 
going to meetings and we would sing 
those songs, and when we got through 
singing those songs we felt so good we 
wanted to get out and march; so my 
children had gone to jail marching 
and protesting. Ruth went to jail and 
stayed five days; didn't have no food to 
eat. Hominy was all they had; no
where to take a bath. Naomi stayed 
there for 11 days, cold grits. So the 
children was motivated when they 
could go to any school they wanted to. 

They wanted t.o go to the all
white school because they felt they 

could get a better education there. We 
knew they could get a better educa
tion there. The kids were so sick and 
tired of getting materials from this 
all-white school...all wore out books, 
half a piece of crayon, anything white 
children in Mississippi didn't want 
they passed down to the black 
children ... old raggedy school books. 
Then they would go out and buy brand 
new school books for the white chil
dren. 

So my children said yes, they 
wanted to go there. And I said, okay 
now, if you go there you are going to 
have to stay there because it's best not 
to start a thing and then stop. We was 
no stopping people. 

When I walked into the superin
tendent's office and handed him the 
papers I noticed that he turned red. 
They weren't expecting anyone to do 
this. 

A couple of nights after that, about 
3:00 in the morning-and we live way 
back on a dusty, gravel road, hardly 
any car ever comes back at that time-
my husband looked out the window 
and said, "What is all those cars doing 
coming in here?" About then the 
shots came into the house. One of the 
shots came into the room where my 
daughter Ruth was sleeping. 

They couldn't find who shot into 
the house. The government can go to 

David Day was the reRRvFoss-sTAFF disagreements, and if you 
don't think there were 
disagreements, there 
were. He would put up 
diagrams on large sheets 
of paper to help people 
understand how to work 
together and that helped 
build the community 
spirit. 

project manager for build
ing the stone houses, and 
we had to have sweat eq
uity, to have 2,750 traded 
labor hours with 1,250 
hours of a homesteader's 
own time for finishing his 
own house. But the beau
tiful thing about that was 
you not only worked on 
your own house but on 
other people's houses, too, 
to build up those hours. 

Betty HIii 

The houses cost about $2,000. 
PennCraft had a profound influ

ence on our lives. It wasn't just the 
physical aspects; it was the Quakers 
and one Mennonite family, Carl and 
Martha Landes, who came to south
westernPennsylvania to live and work 
among us. They came bringing new 
ways to solve problems and build com
munity spirit, ideas about peace and 
nonviolence, even democracy. 

Once when David Day sent some 
of the boys to the quarry to bring back 
a truck load of road-building material, 
they decided to take a short cut home 
and got stuck in the creek. David 
came and quietly pulled them out with
out saying a word. It was a different 
way of treating people. The boys never 
took the short cut again. 

Errol Peckham was the Quaker 
who would persuade us quietly in our 

We took the origi
nal Craft farm-house as 
the community center 
and my brother reports 

he never felt so good as after one of the 
Quaker-led discussions there, walk
ing away feeling something about 
democracy because he was able to 
express what he believed and felt 
without anybody putting him 
down. 

Errol Peckham started a co-
op store in an old cow shed; his son, 
Kellogg, was working in the store 
when Eleanor Roosevelt came to 
visit. Olive Day and Martha 
Landes helped build the commu
nity in terms of our health and 
caring for children. They started 
the first well-baby clinic in the 
area and they also had girls clubs 
and mothers clubs. They did can
ningin the old smoke house, which 
is one of the reasons PennCraft 
was built, not just for the house, 
but for the one-and-a-half acres of 

the moon, but they can't find out 
who shot in my house. I know we 
didn't have $40 to our name, we 
didn't have no home, no land, and 
we had seven kids at home. My 
husband had to go up the next day 
to ask for some credit. The man at 
the store said, you withdraw your 
children out of the school, and you 
have until 3:00 to do it, and then you 
can have credit. That was the way 
it was; all the credit was cutoff. We 
didn't know how we was going to 
live. But we did know we weren't 
going to let this man tell us where 
we could send our kids to school. 

About five or six days after 
that two ladies came to our house. 
They'd heard about the problem but 
they hadn't heard about the shots 
into the house. They'd heard we 
had enrolled the kids. Some days 
later one of the ladies wrote and 
said, some people will give you 
money one time and then no more. 
You need to have someone help you 
all along, and the next thing I knew 
I got a letter from the American 
Friends Service and the American 
Friends Service told me they had 
heard all about it so they sent some 
help. 

My family and the AFSC 
worked together for ten years and 
we're still in touch. 

land, so when miners were out of 
work we could supply our own food. 

When I've gone back to visit it is 
a wonderful sight to see these lovely 
stone houses dotted around the com
munity, surrounded by what looks 
like one great green lawn, with no 
fences to separate them. 

The vision of houses and no 
fences, built by one community of 
Quakers, which embraced another 
of coal miners, has stayed with me 
and my family as we have formed 
our world view and pursued our 
life's work. 
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Report from 

ALIA 
Creating order from chaos and hope 

from despair ... key ele
ments inAFSC's work 
in Somalia. Funds are 
urgently needed to 
continue emergency 
relief and to work 
toward long-term 
solutions. 

Story and photos by David Funkhouser 

Above: Somali child at communal kitchen in Mogadishu supplied by AFSC. Below: Abdlrahman with members of 
Omaria Co-op demonstrating corn grinding machine donated by AFSC. 

Unpacking clothes from AFSC material aids shipment at displace, 
in Mogadishu. 

Relief Coordinator Bariir with truckload of mattresses destined fo, 
orphanages at Afgoi. 

AFSC has worked in Somalia for 
over ten years supporting agricultural 

development to help people become more 

self sufficient, and most recently provid

ing emergency relief 

The program staff, all Somalis, 

supply three communal kitchens serving 

2,200 people daily, two in Mogadishu and 

one in Afgoi. They assist two orphanages 

in Afgoi with food, bedding, fuel, hygiene 

supplies, and medical care that includes a 

part-time doctor and a full-time nurse. 

Approximately 450 children benefit from 

these services. The program provides food 

to 300 families at the Lafole College of 

Education, near Afgoi, and bedding and 

other supplies to the Afgoi Regional Hos

pital. 

At the same time staff conduct 

agricultural development projects in the 

Lower Shabelle. AFSC has hired a full

time coordinator, a veterinarian and an 

agronomist and provides technical assis

tance to the Omaria Cooperative and 

twelve neighboring villages. 

David Funkhouser, Assistant 

Coordinator of Africa Programs, travelled 

to Somalia in December 1992. Following 

is his report for the Bulletin. 



mity 

AFSC Program Director Abdlrahaman with veterinarian and other staff at Omaria Cooperative examining cow donated by AFSC. 

s U.S. Marines launched "Operation 
Restore Hope" in early December, I 
departed Philadelphia for Nairobi 
with great uncertainty about wheth
er I would be able to enter Somalia to 
visit our staff and see our program at 
work. 

When I arrived in Nairobi on December 8, 
AFSC Program Director Mohamed Abdirahman 
was awaiting me. We attended to some financial 
matters, purchased seeds and some other materi
als, and interviewed and hired a Kenyan, Josef 
Mwosa, to serve as Nairobi liaison for the Somalia 
program, and to facilitate communication and the 
procurement of some supplies. 

On December 12 Abdirahman and I flew to 
Mogadishu by an I.C.R.C. (International Commit
tee of the Red Cross) plane. Because of the Ma
rines' arrival, landing patterns changed often. We 
were to have met Mohamed Bariir, the Relief 
Coordinator, at a small airstrip 33 miles from the 
capital, but ended up arriving at the international 
airport in Mogadishu. There was no way to contact 
Bariir to resolve the mixup. So we left the airport, 
rented a vehicle and set out at 2 P.M. for Janale in 
the Lower Shabelle, where AFSC carries out de
velopment work. 

The fragile pickup smelled of gasoline and 
sputtered to a stop. My anxiety level rose signifi
cantly when the driver informed us that the gas 
line was broken, and he would have to stop periodi
cally to refill a 5-liter vessel. I was close to the point 
of mutiny, as I feared we might be stranded some
where. Then I saw the red and blackAFSC star on 
the small banner waving on the pickup coming 
toward us. I knew. we had been saved. Fortu
nately, Bariir had discerned the mix-up with the 
airports and turned around to retrieve us. We 
quickly switched vehicles and made our way to 
J anale over an extremely rough road made almost 
impassable in spots by recent rains. 

We arrived well after dark at the home of a 
local landowner who had generously offered hospi
tality to the AFSC staff, and we settled in. 

Helping to excavate the Asayle Canal 
The following day we drove to the site where 

the AFSC program is excavating approximately 16 
miles of the Asayle Canal, an important source of 
irrigation for many farms. The word "asay" refers to 
a black cloth worn on the head by women in mourn
ing. During Italy's colonization of Somalia, Somalis 
were forced to dig this and other canals by hand, 
resulting in massive numbers of deaths. Conse
quently, many women wore "asayles" as they 
mourned the loss of their men. 

Now, the canal is excavated by a large Caterpil
lar-type steam shovel. An older man told us that he 
had helped dig the original canal and that he had 
lost two brothers. Many families lost all their men. 
Now, the canal helps to sustain them. "This means 
new life for us," he said. 

I noticed that many of the fields had been 
plowed by a tractor, and I asked where people who 
are very poor had been able to find this equipment. 
"Sometimes Somalis are very kind," Abdirahman 
responded. "They may plow a neighbor's land or 
give him seeds, and they will wait until the next 
good harvest for repayment." 

We drove on to Omaria, where AFSC provides 
technical assistance to the Omaria Cooperative. 

The women gave me a lesson in shelling corn by 
hand. The cooperative would like to purchase a 
shelling machine to save time and labor. The cattle 
barn has been finished and stands out in decorative, 
varied shades of rusted sheets of laminated metal, 
and the foundation for a store and an office is being 
dug. 

We return to Mogadishu 
Back in Mogadishu that night, I stayed at 

Abdirahman's home, and was reminded of the great 
warmth and generosity of the Somalis. We spoke of 
many things, including schools and the roles of 
women. Abdirahman explained to me that since the 
schools are closed, he hires a teacher to give classes 
to his and neighborhood children several hours each 
day. 

As for the status of women, Abdirahman pointed 

out that women in Somali society are prominent 
in farming, but are not policymakers. Many 
women in public service find their career options 
limited after marrying and/or having children, 
unless they are economically wealthy, 

Material aids shipment arrives 
As my visit was drawing to a close, we con

firmed that the relief shipment which AFSC sent 
from Philadelphia in early September had been 
flown to Mogadishu by the I.C.R.C., and was 
safely stored in their warehouse. We distributed 
several bales of clothing at one of the communal 
kitchens. It was exciting to see the staff spring 
into action, and there was deep appreciation for 
the badly needed clothes. 

Reflecting on the crisis 
As I waited at the Mogadishu airport to board 

the plane for Nairobi, several striking images 
caught my attention: A "Vietato Fumare" (No 
Smoking) sign in Italian, left over from the colo
nial period; and decaying jet fighters parke_d in 
the hangars, a reminder of the Cold War when 
both the U.S. and the former Soviet Union sup
plied Somalis with weaponry. 

I reflected on the mor
ally agonizing and complex 
issues raised by the crisis in 
Somalia and the military in
tervention, such as the mili
tarization of humanitarian 
aid, and the impact of the 
massive military presence on 
the culture and economy of 
Somalia. Ultimately the U.S. 
and others must recognize 
and support the Somali pro
cess of achieving internal rec
onciliation. Hope lies in the 
slow and painstaking efforts 
by Somalis themselves to 
build sustainable peace and 
reconciliation from the 
ground up. 

The wide smile of a 
resident of the girls 
orphanage in Afgoi. 
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AFSC staff Tess Burgos is a 
Filipina doctor with the AFSC 
program in the Philippines. She 
provides support to Filipino non
governmental organizations (NGOs), 
which offer primary health care 
throughout the country. In October, 
Tess participated in a medical and 
relief mission to the Marag Valley in 
northern Luzon. The Valley nestles 
between heavily forested mountains 
of virgin timber, accessible by the 
Pamplona and Marag Rivers. In 
1985, the government sealed off the 
Valley, declaring it a stronghold of 
the New People's Army. In spite of 
massive bombing, indiscriminate 
killing, burning and looting, the 
people refuse to leave their ancestral 
land. Since 1990, nongovernmental 
organizations have made su:teen 
attempts to enter the Valley to help 
the beleaguered residents, but with 
little success. Recently, the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines agreed to 
allow mercy missions access to the 
area. Tess Burgos was one of two 
doctors on the mission. The follow
ing are excerpts from her report. 

0 
ur mission was important 
because it was the first time 
a medical team with unlimit

ed supplies had been able to enter 
without harassment. There were 39 
members of the mission that includ
ed two medical doctors, one nurse, 
one midwife, two pharmacists, two 
interpreters, and many relief 
workers, plus boxes of medical 
supplies and equipment. 

It took 12 hours to get to 
Pamplona from Manila. We stayed 

Youth continued tram page 1 

administrators to recognize the 
students' leadership efforts. In the 
meantime, the youth continue to 
seek solutions to the root causes of 
drug abuse and urban violence, 
which, says Donelan, "is the crux of 
peace education." 

Youth mediators set example 
Six years ago, AFSC started a 

pilot program on conflict resolution 
training in an elementary school in 
Kansas City, Kansas, which has 
since expanded to an entire school 
district; to dozens of schools in 
Kansas City, Missouri, boys and 
girls clubs, and summer camps. 

''We try to emphasize that it's 
not just about creating units of 
conflict resolution, but the whole 
school environment has to reflect 
these concepts," urges Ira Harritt, 
Program Facilitator for AFSC's 
Kansas City, Missouri office. 

The in-service training pro
grams for students, teachers, and 
administrators include a six-lesson 
unit. "One of the first things we try 
to do is a sort of self-analysis and 
recognize that conflict itself is 
natural, and that conflict can be 
positive or negative," says Harritt. 

AFSC's Nonviolence Commit
tee of parents, educators and others 
serves in an advisory role. The 
Committee focuses on the many 
levels of violence including: drugs, 
gangs, racial and economic oppres
sion. Harritt says, "The most 
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Mission to the Marag Valley 
TESS BURGOS - STAFF 

Staff on the mission from the Children ·s Rehabilitation Center planned activities for the children. 

overnight there. When we arrived 
we found about 50 refugee families 
from Marag Valley in the Parish 
Hall, mostly women and children. 
We checked several sick children but 
found nothing serious. 

The next morning the first 
group of mission members left 

' Pamplona in four motorized boats. 
The group included the entire 
medical team, all the medical sup
plies and half of the relief supplies: 
rice, salt, cooking oil, dried fish and 
used clothing. Under heavy rain the 
boats negotiated the five hour trip 
upstream to the village of Kalabigan. 
The boats then returned to Pamplo
na to fetch the second group, but 

significant benefit of the training is 
the reduction of violence." 

The response of parents and 
educators to AFSC's work has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Harritt 
comments, "One of the things these 
programs do is provide tremendous 
leadership opportunities and recog
nition for mediators, as well as 
support for this positive role, which 
is very important at any age." 

Promoting leadership 
''We use our history to rise up to 

our responsibilities as leaders now, 
not in ten years," says Fundishi 
Mpatanishi, Program Director of the 
African American Community 
Empowerment Program (AACEP) at 
AFSC's Chicago office. 

Planting the seeds of knowledge, 
African and African-American 
history clubs were developed three 
years ago for students ranging from 
middle school to college level. He 
says the students discuss the issues 
debated by W.E.B. Du Bois and 
Marcus Garvey, concerns which still 
remain today. Mpatanishi believes 
youth leaders must understand the 
link between the past and present to 
develop solutions that will ensure a 
viable future. 

Youth leadership is further 
enhanced by the training of approxi
mately 60 people as mentors. 

The history club curriculum for 
college students emphasizes early 
20th century African-American 
history. Considerable focus is placed 

were unable to come back the same 
day because of the dark and treach
erous river. 

The people of Kalabigan 
allowed us to use one of the aban
doned houses as the mission's 
center. Drinking and cooking 
water were accessible from a spring 
ten minutes away. Washing and 
bathing water came from several 
streams of the river. There was no 
electricity, no chairs, no toilets. We 
decided to build ourselves a latrine. 
The upper part of the house served 
as sleeping quarters with people 
sleeping on their sides because of 
the lack of space. It had no walls so 
when it rained at night everyone 

At Crlspus Attucks Elementary School in 
Kansas City, MO, Youth mediator Christo
pher Strong (wearing button) explains the 
process of confiict resolution lo Andrew 
Fisher, Delbert Thompson and Marvel 
Reynolds. Mediators are often in the halls 
at the start of the school day. 

on pre-colonial African history for 
high school students. Through 
their study "they can understand 
the strength of their ancestors," 
observes Mpatanishi. 

At one high school, parents 
were so enthusiastic about the 
AACEP concept that they devel
oped their own history club. 

Emphasizing the importance of 
youth leadership, Mpatanishi says, 
''You can't just lift yourself up by 
your bootstraps and get out of 
poverty. It's not about shooting 
drug dealers. It's about finding a 
way to make them responsible and 
use their skills to contribute to the 
community constructively." 

Working it out 
''We all have the capacity to 

change our way of dealing with 
conflict," says Lisa Mundy, a 

got drenched. 
The next day we set up the 

clinic area and the relief goods were 
turned over to local leaders for 
distribution. We saw a total of 83 
sick people and gave out medicines. 
The cases were mostly malaria, 
anemia and tuberculosis. Residents 
of another village were unable to 
come because of the swollen river. I 
did a fast nutritional survey of the 
children. Most were adequately 
nourished, but I did pick up a few 
who were severely undernourished. 
None had been immunized and even 
young babies suffered from malaria. 
We attended to a few cases needing 
surgery after clinic hours. 

On the last night we listened to 
several people tell how residents fled 
to the forest and mountains when 
the bombing started. There they 
subsisted on uncooked root crops and 
rattan shoots. If they cooked, the 
smoke was detected and they were 
bombed. Sickness and hunger drove 
some of the men out of the forest to 
plant and gather food, but they were 
killed by the military. Almost all 
houses were burned. 

We left on October 9. During 
the two hour trip downstream we 
were stopped twice by soldiers. The 
last leg of the journey was a seven 
hour bus trip to Quezon City. 

I was relating my trip to my son, 
Sandino, and tears fell from my eyes 
as I remembered the children we had 
left behind in Marag Valley, whose 
future was so uncertain. Marag 
Valley is beautiful. I hope to go back 
again, and I hope to see some of the 
children who were there. 

,.. 

committee member of AFSC's Youth 
Empowerment Program (YEP) in 
Syracuse, New York. 

Both Mundy and her colleague 
Eric Wissa, YEP Project Director, 
conduct intensive three-day work
shops to help junior and senior high 
school students find creative solu
tions to urban youth violence. 

Approximately 20 students 
from diverse backgrounds attend 
the workshops. In the beginning 
sessions, the agenda is determined 
by Wissa and Mundy, and students 
explore problems in the context of 
themes. However, in the advanced 
sessions students decide on a broad 
topic such as communication, 
cooperation, or power; and they 
agree on a topic by consensus. 

"The workshops provide the 
vehicle for learning," says Mundy. 
"In that process, we discover our 
uniqueness, but also our common 
ground. Students begin to appreci
ate perspectives across cultural and 
gender lines. Also they perform 
exercises on personal conflict 
resolution." 

Parents, teachers and adminis
trators are very enthusiastic about 
the program. 

Mundy was struck by the 
commitment to nonviolence of a 
group of students. One of them said, 
"The old idea of vengeance is no 
longer applicable, because an eye for 
an eye will eventually make every
body blind."- Denise Jones 



Youth interns gain 
work-learning 
experience with AFSC 

Thu Tran is the second young 
person to be nationally selected for a 
one-year work and learning experi
ence in the Youth and Militarism 
Program. Under the direction of 
program coordinator Harold Jordan, 
she is receiving training in organizing 
skills while assisting people from 
across the country who want AFSC 
help in anti-militarism campaigns in 
their schools. In addition, Thu is 
developing a research project of her 
own on Asian-Pacific Americans and 
the military. 

AFSC has decided to name the 
internship program in which Thu is 
now taking part in memory of James 
E. Bristol. Jim Bristol, a conscien
tious objector imprisoned for his 
convictions during World War II , 
served the AFSC in many capacities 
until his death in 1992. He played a 
leading role in starting the present 
Youth and Militarism Program in 
1987. 

The Jim Bristol Memorial Youth 
and Militarism Fellowship will enable 
young people like Thu Tran, and last 
year's intern, Gulf War resister 
Stephanie Atkinson, to increase their 
leadership capacity on issues of 
central concern to Jim for fifty years 
of his life, and to AFSC since its 
founding . As Peace Education 
Secretary David Gracie says, "Each 
of these first two fellows has brought 
special interests and special gifts 
which have greatly strengthened the 
work and outreach of the Youth and 
Militarism Program." 

Contributions to the Jim Bristol 
Youth Fellowship Fund, to help cover 
the costs of the annual fellowship, 
would be gratefully received. Checks 
should be made out to "AFSC/Jim 
Bristol Fund." 

TERRY FOSS - STAFF 

Thu Tran, AFSC intern 

Vaccination program in 
Vietnam reduces 
livestock deaths 

Since 1991 , AFSC has provided 
training for veterinary workers and 
women village vaccinators in the 
Cam Thuy district of Vietnam, and 
supplied the essential cold chain 
equipment to preserve the vaccines 
in the field. The women vaccinators 

IN BRIEF 
AWARDS and HONORS 

AFSC was honored September 25, 1992, in Boston at the Social 
Conference of the United States Trust Company. The Senior Vice 
President of U.S. Trust Co., Geeta Bhide, highlighted the work of 
AFSC over 75 years and said in closing, "Everywhere, Friends have 
been the standard bearer for the rights of people made marginal by the 
system: the victims of war, of the criminal justice system, new immi-
grants, and the victims of society's bigotry. They stand as an inspira
tion to us all, working against all odds for lasting peace." 

John Blanchard, Fiscal Director of the AFSC, responded with 
appreciation on behalf of the organization. 

Roberto Martinez, (below) Coordinator of the AFSC's US/Mexico 
Border Program in California, was one of eleven individuals honored on 
December 3 in Los Angeles and a week later in New York, by Human 
Rights Watch, an international human rights group. It is the first time 
the organization has recognized a citizen of the United States. The 
presenter lauded Roberto's work to defend the human and civil rights of 
undocumented persons and to monitor and expose-in spite of occa
sional death threats-their mistreatment by U.S. immigration agents 
and others. 

"I think the majority of Americans have problems associating 
human rights abuses with the United States. I have too," said Martinez. 

A word-of-mouth network on both sides of the border has spread 
Martinez's name over the years; dozens of Latinos, from longtime 
residents to recently arrived day laborers, show up at his downtown San 
Diego office each week asking 
for help. TEARY FOSS - ,...sT_AF_F_~ 

The eleven honorees 
included a Haitian Roman 
Catholic priest, a Yugoslav 
political prisoner and a commu
nity organizer named posthu
mously after she was slain this 
year by leftist terrorists in Peru. 

Sacred Indian weavings returned 

On September 24, 1992, after a 
long legal battle involving complex 
negotiations, 48 sacred weavings 
were returned to representatives of 
the Amayra Indian community of 
Coroma, Bolivia, at a ceremony at 
the Bolivian Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. 

The ceremony culminated a 
five-year collaboration between 
Native Americans from the North and 
South to repatriate sacred weavings 
illegally taken from Coroma by ethnic 
art dealers and collectors beginning 
in the 1970s. 

The ceremony included the 
President of Bolivia and the U.S. 
Secretary of the Treasury. Also 
present were two AFSC committee 
members who have assisted the 
effort: Susan Lobo, a volunteer with 
the AFSC American Indian Program, 
and Bill Verick, an Oakland 
attorney. Representatives from 
Coroma came to California in Febru-

DAVID/LINDA BLAIR 

Pig vaccination program in Vietnam reduces 
livestock deaths. 

ary 1990 to meet with Native Califor
nian spirit1,.1al leaders, and to identify 
and inventory the sacred weavings 
seized by U.S. Customs. One of the 
representatives, Pio Cruz, explained 
that with the theft of the weavings "we 
lost something that is the basis of our 
life, that is fundamental to our spiritual 
belief .... " 

This past December a number of 
those who collaborated in locating the 
weavings, and gaining their return , 
traveled to Bolivia to meet with the 
Aymara Indians of Coroma. The 
Native American delegation included: 
Muscogee/Delaware writer Victoria 
Bomberry, Pit River artist Jean 
LaMarr, Susan Lobo (lntertribal 
Friendship House, Community 
History Project) , videographer Victor 
Masayesva (Hopi) , and spiritual 
practioners Sidney Rubio (Yakut) , 
Claren Yarger (Luiseno) , and Joe 
Carrillo (Tule River Reservation) . 

During the visit the inter-tribal 

then organized village vaccination 
clinics for cattle, buffalos and pigs. In 
August 1992, at the request of the 
district, the training was extended to 
other areas in Cam Thuy. 

With AFSC seed money the 
district started a revolving fund for 
vaccines. This has increased the 
number of animals vaccinated and 
reduced livestock deaths. Farmers 
have been willing to pay the small 
cost of vaccination as they see the 

Mali program 
becomes independent 

RINFAET/CHUA-OON On October 
1, 1992, the 
Goundam 
Community 
Development 
Program (for
merly called the 
Mali Nomad 
Program) 
became an 
independent 
Malian organiza

tion , assuming responsibility for all 
aspects of its work including fund
raising . AFSC will continue to be 
involved as a funding partner and 
advisor for the next three years. 

AFSC began supporting the Mali 
program by providing emergency 
food aid in the early 1980s. At the 
same time, the nomads- with AFSC 
support-began laying the founda
tions of long-term development: food 
production, cooperatives, literacy 
centers, seed and cereal banks, 
health services, women's programs. 

The program will now expand to 
additional villages and involve the 
major ethnic groups in the region. 

The Assistant Coordinator for 
AFSC's Africa Program, Nancy 
Benson, says, "The transition to 
independence of the Mali program is 
an example of development in the 
best sense of the word : positive 
change and empowerment of peo
ple." 

SUSAN LOBO 

On September 24, 1992, at the Bolivian 
Embassy in Washington, D.C., four Amayra 
Indians from Coroma, Bolivia, accept the return 
of 48 of their sacred weavings. Left to right: 
Leandro Rocha, Domingo Cayhuara, Justo 
Romero and Pio Crus. 

delegation and the people of Coroma 
reaffirmed their intention to recover 
the many sacred weavings that are 
still missing and remain in the hands 
of art dealers and collectors in the 
United States, Canada, and perhaps 
other countries as well. 

benefits to their animals. 
Once vaccinations were avail 

able, Quaker Service Vietnam funded 
a project to improve the quality of pigs 
in Cam Thuy, and to make good pigs 
available to more and poorer families. 
The Women's Union received $3,800 
to buy breeding sows, feed and 
cement for pens. This is being 
distributed to their members in 
several villages on a revolving fund 
basis. 
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New publications to order 

Crossroads 
A national newsletter for educators, 
community workers, health and human 
service providers, religious leaders, 
parents and young people supporting or 
working with sexual minority youth. For 
a free subscription write to Jenie Hall, 
AFSC, 1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19102 or call 215/241-7133. 

The following publications may be 
ordered from ASFC National Office, 
Literature Resources, 1501 Cherry St., 
Phila., PA 19102: 

Bridges - October 1992 
Israel's Partial Settlement Freeze and 
U.S. Loan Guarantees: Impact on the 
Middle East Peace Process. 
An analysis of how the U.S. decision to 
provide Israel with loan guarantees up 
to $10 billion will impact on the new 
Israeli government, on U.S.-lsraeli 
relations and on Palestinian and Syrian 
negotiating positions. $2; annual 
subscription: $15 for 6 issues. 

Bridges - December 1992 
Determination and Disaster: A Close
up of the Philippines. 
Four stories of nonviolent resistance 
and healing along with an analysis of 
current events in the Philippines. $2; 
annual subscription: $15 for 6 issues. 

A photo journal: North/South 
Community Dialogue on Drugs 
Description of a 1992 U.S. tour by three 
grassroots activists from Colombia, 
Peru and Bolivia who met with dozens 
of community groups on the issue of 
drugs. $1.50 each; 1 O or more: $1 
each. 

Politics of Hope and Terror: 
South Africa in Transition 
Report on the complicity of the South 
African government in acts of violence 
against blacks, and how this has 
affected the struggle to undo apartheid; 
plus the efforts of concerned men and 
women to effect change. $3 each. 

South Africa 
continued from page 1 

South Africa goes on, and the spirit 
of the South African people is 
indomitable. In spite of the sad and 
angry circumstances in which we . 
met people, there was much that 
was inspiring and hopeful in our 
contacts. People took time from 
their busy lives to meet with us, 
guide us, feed and house us, and let 
us see into the fabric of their lives. 

''Time and again, we met with 
members of the Civic Associations, 
grassroots organizations that 
developed as alternatives to the 
discredited government-imposed 
administrative structures in the 
townships. Members of these 
associations, overworked and 
underprotected, bravely persist in 
trying to organize, mediate, negoti
ate, find resources, tend to needs 
and worry about the safety of their 
families and themselves. 

"We listened to a group of older 
women from several organizations 
speak proudly of the long tradition 
of women's struggles in the libera-
a 

G.E. heir invests inheritance in AFSC 

M ary Hill Swope, an artist 
and art teacher in San 
Francisco, and granddaugh

ter of Gerard Swope, president of 
General Electric in the '30s, has 
used her inherited G.E. stock to set 
up a charitable trust with AFSC. 

Mary remembers her grandfa
ther Gerard very well. "My grand
father was a person of high ideals," 
she says. "He always had a sense of 
social and ethical responsibility 
which defined both his professional 
and personal life." 

Responsibility to help others 
''My grandmother and grandfa

ther imbued their children and 
grandchildren with the responsibil
ity to help others in need, especially 
to help people get access to the 
resources they need to help them
selves." In Mary's mind, it is this 
philosophy which links her grand
parents with the work of the Amer
ican Friends Service Committee. 

When the health of Mary's 
Aunt Henrietta, an astronomer of 
some renown, began to fail and 
Mary became her conservator, she 
discovered through her papers that 
Aunt Hen had been a lifelong 
supporter of the AFSC. Mary 
considers her own ongoing support 
of the AFSC as part of a family 
legacy. 

Disenchantment with G.E. 
Mary Swope inherited G.E. 

stock from both her father and her 
aunt. Over the years the stock has 
greatly increased in value, and 
Mary has also become increasingly 
disenchanted with the policies of 
the company that her grandfather 
helped to build. 

"General Electric seems to 
have lost all sense of social respon
sibility with its commitment to 
armaments." With typical Swope 

tion movement, of their hopes and 
fears for their children who were 
growing up in a world so much less 
structured than their own. 

"We heard the voices of the 
youth themselves, impatient, 
idealistic, determined, hopeful and 
we understood what a volatile 
mixture those feelings were. 

"We listened to Afrikaners who 
had made the long personal journey 
away from the teachings of their 
culture and their church and who 
were now actively seeking to speak 
to the white community about the 
inevitability and the morality of 
change. 

"We moved among and in the 
company of a marvelous array of 
church people from a wide spec
trum of religious communities as 
they ministered to their congrega
tions, spoke out on the moral issues 
of the time, sought to prevent the 
escalation of violence and held up a 
vision of a better future. We joined 
them in prayer and celebration and 
mourning. 

"We found, again and again, 
the presence of peace-makers and 
all gave us hope for the present and 

RON ZUCKERMAN 

Mary Swope, whose grandfather Gerard Swope 
was president of General Electric from 1922 to 
1939, divests by using inherited G.E. stock to 
set up charitable trust with AFSC. 

understatement, she adds, "It does 
not represent to me the company of 
integrity that it was when my 
grandfather was president." 

As Mary began planning for 
her retirement, she decided it was 
time to "divest" herself of her G.E. 
stock. It was a painful but an 
important decision for her to make. 
"I want this money which has 
become tainted to be a force for 
good." 

As part of her "retirement 
planning," Mary has donated her 
G.E. stock to the AFSC to fund a 
Charitable Remainder Unitrust. As 
trustee, the AFSC can sell the stock 
with no capital gains exposure and 

KEN MARTIN - STAFF 

re-invest in a diversified portfolio of 
socially responsible stocks and 
bonds. Mary will receive income 
from the trust for her lifetime and a 
charitable tax deduction for her gift, 
and upon her death the remaining 
funds will go to support the work of 
AFSC that her family so strongly 
believed in. 

Mary quietly adds that "going 
public" in this way is a big break 
from her family's style. "Neither my 
grandfather nor my aunt would ever 
let their names appear on any 
educational or scientific buildings 
they endowed. But if my story can 
help encourage others to use 
planned giving to support the work 
of the Service Committee, I'm all for 
it." Upon reflection, Mary con
cludes, "I think that my grandfather 
would approve." 

- Ron Zuckerman, Finance 
Secretary, San Francisco 

For more information about chari
table trusts and annuities as part of 
your retirement or estate planning, 
please contact Lyn Back, AFSC 
Director of Planned Giving, (215) 
241-7095, or complete and send in 
the form below. Your inquiries 
remain confidential. 
r------------, 
I TO: Lyn Back 
I Director of Planned Giving 
I AFSC 
I 1501 Cherry Street 
I Philadelphia, PA 19102 

I Please send me information 
I about charitable trusts and 
I annuities: 
I -------------
1 NAME 

I ADDRESS 

1--------
1 CITY STATE ZIP 

L ________ _!_pring1993 ...J 

Members of the delegation visit a shantytown in the Transvaal to talk 
with residents about what their life is like on a daily basis. 

North Carolina; 
Margaret 
Bacon, author 
and former 
AFSC staff 
member; Edgar 
Lockwood, 
Episcopal 
Minister and 
former execu
tive director of 
the Washington 
Office on Africa. 
They were 
accompanied by 
AFSC staff, Ken 
Martin, Associ
ate Executive 
Secretary, and 
Tandi Gcab

the future of South Africa. 
"Apartheid may be alive and 

well in South Africa, but it is being 
fought and confronted at every turn 
by millions of people organized and 
dedicated to creating a new demo
cratic South Africa." 

Members of the delegation 
were Sultana Alam, writer and UN 
consultant; Harry Amana, professor 
of Journalism at the University of 

asche, Southern Africa Program 
Director for the AFSC office in 
Atlanta. 

To order a copy of the delega
tion's full report-Politics of Hope 
and Terror: South Africa in Transi
tion-see the "New publications ... " 
column above. The report concludes 
with twelve recommendations to 
end the violence and to ease the 
transition to majority rule. 




