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"People now feel that nuclear weapons are 
not usable. Biological weapons are 'ideal' 
substitutes that can be dropped from planes 
without personnel being involved," says 
Frances Crowe, AFSC staff in western 
Massachusetts since 1969. 

? C I F P 4  

4 

'd 'G 
\I 

In late 1988. Frances learned of research 
contracts between the Department of Defense 
Biological Defense Research Program and the 
University of Massachusetts a t  Amherst. The 
AFSC committee in western Massachusetts 
decided to tackle the University's research on a 
vaccine for anthrax. a bacterium which can be 
used in biological weapons. The Pioneer Valley 
Physicians for Social Responsibility agreed to 
join the protest. 
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Frances Crowe and farmer Wally Nelson. 

The Biological Defense Research Program 
budget has escalated since 1980. Over a 
hundred institutions are conducting research 
for the program. Yet Amherst is one of only 
two places in the U.S. where there is organized 
opposition to the research: the other is Salt 
Lake City, Utah near the U.S. Army's D u p a y  
Proving Ground. 

AFSC appealed to the University first. 
"Professors felt that we had no right to 
interfere with their research." reported 
Frances. "But we had already begun to educate 
ourselves about the program and saw what the 
Department of Defense really had in mind. Our 
instinct was to move ahead." 

When the University refused to stop the 
research. the AFSC and Physicians for Social 
Responsibility asked the Amherst Board of 
Health to declare the town a biological 
weapons research-free zone. Prior to the 

Continued on page 6 

"The AFSC is not primarily a relief agency." 
says Roy Allen. "We prefer to work for long- 
term solutions. But often we are right there 
when disaster strikes, and we are trusted." 
AFSC's Northern California Regional Office, 
directed by Roy, joined national and local 
efforts to alleviate the suffering caused by the 
October 17 earthquake. 

"Some of the communities we serve in our I 
programs-immigrants, farmworkers, the 
urban poor-are precisely the people who fall 
through the cracks of emergency relief 
systems," adds Roy. "So we put our resources , 
a t  the service of those people's needs." The 
Martin Luther King Peacemobile, a modified 
double-decker bus which usually functions as  a ; 
community center on wheels and distributes 
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peace education literature, was used to carry \ 

blankets, medicines, food and toys to low- I 
income areas of San Francisco. 

Staff members Mark Miller and Nora 
Benavides traveled with medical personnel in a $ 
mobile clinic to hard-hit Watsonville, where 
thry encouraged Spanish speaking workers and +, their families to come forward to receive 
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medical care and information on other forms of Unloading food in 
assistance. 
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le. CA. 

"We know how cautious immigrant people 
have to be," explained Nora. who works with 
Pablo Espinoza in AFSC's Farm Labor Program 
in Visalia, California. "They needed to hear 
that it was all right to receive assistance this 
time. and that it would not work against their 
immigration cases." In addition. Pablo assisted 
a local agency in distributing food. garnered 
the support of the bilingual radio stations in 

the area. and produced and distributed Spanish 
language flyers with information on services to 
f armworkers. 

Jean Imhibashi, of AFSC's Disarmament 
Program. organized a meeting of religious 
leaders to discuss the special needs of low- 
income people displaced by the earthquake and 
to advocate for those needs before government 

Continued on page 7 

Since 1973 coup 

On December 14th. Chileans voted for 
President and Congress for the first time since 
1970. President-elect Patricio Aylwin. who 
represents a coalition of center and left 
parties, will take office in March of 1990. 
Chileans recognize that this is just one small 
step in the return to democracy, a democracy 
lost when General Augusto Pinochet, with the 
support of the United States. led the 1973 
military coup against the elected government 
of Salvador Allende. 

The American Friends Service Committee 
has worked with the Chilean people throughout 
this period. The Chile program was begun in 
mid-1973 with the intention of learning from 
and supporting the innovative public health 
system under the Allende government. When 
the coup occurred in September. the program 
shifted to relief and assistance for the very 
poor victims of repression, families of the 
disappeared. and persons blacklisted because 
of alleged sympathy with the Allende 
government. In 1975 a health education 
program was begun in Santiago, followed by an 

avow 4. in Chile 
agricultural program with Mapuche Indians in 
southern Chile a year later. 

M u t i n  Guate and Kathleen Neidhardt have 
served as  AFSC representatives in Chile since 
1981. They currently coordinate the work of 
15 persons divided into three teams, all 
working with a methodology which embraces 
concepts of empowerment and nonformal or 
"popular" education. 

Over 600 pregnant women and nursing 
mothers in 13 neighborhoods participate in the 
weekly health education training programs 
which are run by women who are themselves 
graduates of the program. The AFSC teams are 
producing manuals which pull together the 
experience of these programs in order to make 
the course content and methodology accessible 
to others working in similar situations. 

A youth program reaches 1500 young people 
with recreation and education programs. Work 
in the indigenous communities continues 
through Nehuen. now an independent Mapuche 
organization which evolved out of the AFSC 
program. 

Continued on page 6 
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by Jane Motz, Community Relations Division 

Our image of Appalachia is dominated by 
coal - the men and a few women who go down 
the shafts to mine the coal. the retirees 
suffering from black lung and crippling 
injuries, the distant companies that own the 
land and control the extraction of its 
resources, the union that serves as  the central 
community institution in the region, the 
landscape scarred by stripmining and 
mountains of tailings, and the calamities such 
as  the 1972 Buffalo Creek disaster when a dam 
of coal wastes owned by the Pittston Coal 
Company burst. causing a flood that killed 126 
people. 

assuring laid-off union members first call on 
jobs in new operations. In an industry in which 
workers must often move from job to job. and 
in which working conditions are among the 
most hazardous of all occupations, curtailment 
of these previously negotiated agreements 
posed a major threat to the miners, their 
families and communities. In April 1989, after 
fourteen months without a contract and 
without good-faith bargaining by the company, 
1900 miners went on strike. 

The company attempted to keep operations 
open through use of strikebreakers and private 
security forces. bolstered by state police in 
Virginia. UMW leadership committed the union 
to a nonviolent strategy and provided training 
in nonviolent tactics to its members. Despite 
provocation and outright violence. this 
discipline was remarkably successful. 

AFSC responded a t  many levels in support 
of the miners and their families. In September, 
AFSC sent 10 tons of clothing to families in 
West Virginia and Virginia. At Christmas, 
AFSC staff in West Virginia spearheaded a 
drive to collect toys for miner's children: the 
drive was successful, and attracted a wide 
range of backing, including the governor and 
other state officials. Friends Meetings and 
individual Friends in West Virginia and 
elsewhere contributed significantly to the toy 
collection. West Virginia s taff  have been 
writing and speaking about the issues of the 
dispute and its impact on families and 
communities, and have been assisting a 
support group of miners' wives. Concerned 
AFSC units a t  the regional and national level 
developed a statement of AFSC perspectives on 

the issues of dispute and distributed it to the 
AFSC network. 

In October. the Secretary of Labor appointed 
a "supermediator" to bring the parties 
together a t  the highest level. Recently, along 
with 1900 miners and their families, AFSC was 
heartened by the announcement by the United 
Mine Workers. Pittston officials and the Labor 
Secretary that a settlement had been reached, 
subject to approval by the union's 
membership. 

Overall. there is reason to believe that the 
proposed settlement validates the importance 
of democratically chosen workers 
organizations, and upholds the security and 
dignity of workers who go down into the 
mines. Early reports indicate that the 
settlement protects health benefits for active 
and retired miners and offers an innovative 
approach to provision of health care coverage 
for workers. Health care financing is a problem 
for the entire nation; the UMW-Pittston 
agreement may pave the way for new and 
effective answers. 

AFSC has worked in Appalachia from our 
earliest days; in the twenties and thirties, we 
provided food, clothing and other assistance to 
striking and unemployed miners. Current AFSC 
programs in West Virginia and Virginia 
combine service and advocacy to address 
problems of jobs, education, health. housing - 
problems that are exacerbated by the isolation 
and pervasive poverty of the region. 

During the past year. AFSC has again 
become involved with striking coal miners and 
their families. The issues of the strike. which 
began last April against the Pittston Coal 
Company's operations in West Virginia and 
Virginia, concern health and retirement 
benefits and job security. In 1988. a t  the 
expiration of their contract with the United 
Mineworkers. the company suspended health 
benefits for 1.500 retirees and their widows 
and stopped payment into the industry-wide 
health and pension fund. The company also 
refused to continue earlier agreements 

As we consider our long history of 
involvement with people in the coal region, we 
are reminded of former AFSC executive 
secretary Clarence Pickett's 195 1 reflection on 
our early work with textile workers in North 
Carolina: ". . .it constituted a kind of meeting 
point of economics and mercy which has been 
characteristic of many activities in which our 
Committee has participated over these years. 
And I am more than ever confirmed in my 
conviction that these two can never be 
separated in a sound working society." 

Namibia faces chal0emges as a nation 
Africa for 23 years, won 41 out of the 
available 72 seats. The DTA. a political entity 
since 1978, won 28 seats. The remaining seats 
are scattered among other smaller parties. Sam 
Nujoma, president of SWAPO. will chair the 
initial meetings of the assembly, and is 
expected by most observers to be the first 
president of Namibia. 

"Thank The Lord Almighty, Free a t  Last," 
wrote Edgar (Ted) Lockwood from Namibia. 

Ted was reflecting on the achievement of the 
November 7, 1989 election in Namibia, which 
marked the end of over four decades of 
oppressive and exploitive control of that 
country by South Africa. A former AFSC 
Southern Africa International Affairs 
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Ir9&bia faces many challenges along the 
road to nationhood. South Africa's political 
and economic pressure will be intense. 
Destabilization efforts began even before 
independence through depletion of the 
Namibian treasury and intimidation by South 
African controlled police. 

Representative (1983-86), Ted spent two 
months in Namibia as  the only permanent 
American ecumenical observer hosted by the 
Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN). 

In sending Ted, AFSC answered an 
international call from the World Council of 

Drs. Tne United 
sing Namibia's transition 
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South Africa's retention of Walvis Bay, 
Namibia's only deep water port, remains a 
major obstacle to economic development. "The 
country needs to get to work on long-term 
community development, on hospital and 
school construction. as  well as  on building a 
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place. $ 1  *"-. - 1  stable economy," wrote Ted. "Dwelling on the 

Ted was placed with CCN's Churches C' - difficulties ahead, however, should not 
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Information and Monitoring Service and overshadow what has been accomplished. This 
Ted Lockwood 

traveled extensively in the Tsumeb- is a moment of joy and achievement. People 

Grootfontein area with monitors from other Democratic Front (UDF), and others; United believe that peace and freedom may a t  last be 

countries. The team of observers interacted Nations representatives and local officials. here." 

with Namibians preparing for their first They also observed the balloting itself. Ted Lockwood has been sharing his 
opportunity to vote; representatives of the The election created the Constituent experience in Namibia since his return to the 
campaigning parties. such as  the Southwest Assembly that will write Namibia's U.S. through speaking, writing, and radio and 
Africa People's Organization (SWAPO). Constitution. SWAPO, the liberation movement television interviews. 
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA). United which fought a protracted war against South by Ruth Brice. International Division 
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LConsidea first the wellbare cof the Khmer peaplley 
It was on September 27. 1989 

that Vietnam withdrew its troops 
from Cambodia, an event covered 
in Phnom Penh by over 200 press 
correspondents from all over the 
world. And it was on that same 
day that the Board of Directors of 
the American Friends Service 
Committee issued a statement of 
concern about how Cambodia was 
being treated by the international 
community. The message, 
accompanied by recommendations 
on U.S. policy jointly made by the 
AFSC, Mennonite Central 
Committee and OXFAM-America, 
called upon the world community 
of nations to encourage a political 2 
solution that rules out any u 4 

possibility of the return to power 5 - 
of the Khmer Rouge and to % 

"consider first the welfare of the 3 
Khmer people." 

producing vaccines had been 
destroyed. Under the Ministry of 
Agriculture and with the 
assistance of Quaker Service 
funding and an AFSC veterinarian. 
a nationwide Animal Health 
Program has been built up. A 
modern vaccine laboratory has 
been set up in Phnom Penh. 

HYDROLOGY 

A third major program area for 
Quaker Service in Cambodia, only 
recently licensed by the U.S. 
government, is the building of 
small dams and watergates. 
The goal of the Hydrology 

Program is to repair and increase 
the irrigation systems that enable 
peasant farmers to have two crops 
a year, one during the monsoon or 
wet season and the other during 
the dry season. 

REBUILDING SCHOOLS 

Typical of the destruction during 
the 1970-72 civil war, prior to the 
coming to power of the Khmer 
Rouge, was the devastastion of the 
Teacher Training Center in the 
provincial town of Kompong 
Cham. All 15 buildings were 

8 gutted: dormitories, classroom 
2 buildings, social and dining rooms. 
0 - - - 
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The AFSC has been instrumental 

$ in channeling funds contributed 
A by European foundations to 

(Top) AFSC staffperson Daniel Robert fits a prosthesis. (Bottom) Vera Pagh, veterinarian, rebuild these structures, 
shows a Cambodian woman how to check a water buffalo for slgns of sickness. Nor mix structures have been 

completely rebuilt. The remaining 
PROSTHETICS ANIMAL HEALTH two-story structures are a visual 

reminder of the facilities 
Foremost among these projects A second reconstruction effort destroyed during the 1970s. 

was the establishment of a undertaken by the AFSC a t  an On the other hand, the new 
National Rehabilitation Center early date, and as  of today buildings are a solid manifestation 
where Cambodians received considerably expanded. was the of Cambodia's redevelopment and 
training from an AFSC prosthetist Animal Health Program. A Finnish the yearly classes of graduating 
on the production of artificial Inquiry Commission had teachers stand for a better future 
limbs. Today. this rehabilitation determined that the greatest in Cambodia, a small example of 
program has expanded to include problem in terms of food what the AFSC meant in its 
1 1 satellite provincial workshops. production was the lack of draft Cambodia statement when it urged 
Tragically, the present fighting animals. two-thirds of which had the nations of the world to 
between the government and the died during the turmoil of the "consider first the welfare of the 
opposition military forces is 1970s. No Khmer veterinarian was Khmer people." 
adding to the ranks of those left alive in the country after the by Larry Miller, 
amputees needing prostheses. Pol Pot years. The laboratory International Division 

RECONSTRUCTION 

The AFSC's relief and 
reconstruction projects in 
Cambodia began in 1979 when, 
following the Vietnamese invasion. 
the full story of the brutality of 
life under Pol Pot began to 
emerge. In the years 1979 to 1981 
the world responded generously to 
the famine in Cambodia, the AFSC 
contributing significantly to this 
effort. 

By 1982 the worst of the 
emergency was over, and the 
official world climate toward 
Cambodia changed abruptly. The 
United Nations continued to 
rccognizc thc cxilcd Khmer  Rougc 
and two other political groups that 
joined in an opposition "coalition" 
as  the legitimate government of 
Cambodia. The Cambodia seat at  
the U.N. is still occupied by this 
coalition. 
Only four U.S. nongovernmental 

organizations. in addition to 
organizations from other 
countries, remained to work in 
Cambodia. Among these was the 
American Friends Service 
Committee, which. within the 
constraints of the U.S. embargo, 
undertook reconstruction and 
rehabilitation projects. 

Death penalty march reaches San Quentin 
advance logistics. trouble shooting 
and providing respite to tired 
walkers. 

Isidro Gali (right). AFSC 
staffperson for the American 
Indian Prisoners Spiritual Visitor 
Project, was among the speakers, 
and performed during the Indian 
drum ceremony which made up 
part of the vigil. 

The March Against the Death 
Penalty, cosponsored by the 
American Friends Service 
Committee of northern California, 
culminated this past October in a 
vigil a t  the gates of San Quentin 
Prison, where 265 men are on 
Death Row. The marchers planned 
to walk from Sacramento to San 
Quentin Prison. However, they 
were interrupted in Vallejo by the 
earthquake and needed to re- 
assemble a t  the prison. 

AFSC staffperson Don Anthony 
White was one of the primary 
organizers of the march. AFSC's 
Martin Luther King Jr .  
Peacemobile, driven by Ivy Spivey, 
accompanied the walk from 
Sacramento to Vallejo. carrying 
literature, acting as  a 
communications link. arranging 

As one of the speakers. himself 
the victim of a murder attempt, 
said, "The state should not be in 
the business of killing people." 
Another speaker was the man who 
had been convicted of his % 
attempted murder. who said. "I q 
have to live with the fact that I 2 
tried to kill someone. Execution j 
denies the opportunity for 

J= c 

someone to change." 0 -I 



 OW^ two nunarea tnou~allu 
people gathered in Washington 
D.C in October to demonstrate 
concern over the need for 
decent, affordable housing. 
Their rallying cry and the 
theme of the march, Housing 
Now!, expressed the sense of 
urgency felt by millions of 
Americans who are threatened 
by the ever rising cost of 
housing and want an end to 
homelessness. 

Participants came from 
labor and religious groups and 
included state and local 
officials. political leaders, 
peace activists. housing 
advocates, service providers 
and Hollywood celebrities. The 
marchers represented every 
state in the continental U.S. 
and were young and old, well- 
to-do and poor. African 
American. Asian American, 
Latino, Native American and 
white. united in their 
determination to send a clear 
message to government that 
national priorities must be 
redirected. 

As  the main contingent 
gathered at  the base of the 
Washington Monument, a 
second group marched from 
the Pentagon to symbolize the 
need to end wasteful military 
spending. Children marched 
from the Department of Health 
and Human Services to the 
Capitol, where they delivered 
thousands of letters to 
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letters from children all over 
the country called for an end 
to homelessness. 

The most compelling 
presence were the thousands of 
homeless people for whom this 
crisis is very real. Many 
homeless families and 
individuals came to 
Washington knowing that after 
the rally and lobbying, they 
would be returning to shelters 
or the streets. The 
determination and pride they 
projected will be long 
remembered. 

During the HUD meeting, 
Secretary Kemp gave written 
assurances that ten percent of 
HUD foreclosed properties 
would be set aside specifically 
to meet the needs of homeless 
people. 

The meetings were part of a 
planned lobby day which 
included thousands of housing 
supporters from around the 
country who met with their 
Congressional representatives. 
For many members of 
Congress, it was their first 
direct meeting with homeless 
people. Those who were 
present felt that some 

APaC's work on behalf of 
homeless people and in support 
of decent housing will continue 
a t  the policy level and through 
local AFSC projects focusing 
on homelessness in Oakland, 
California and Boston, 
Massachusetts. These projects 
draw on the experience of five 
decades of housing work, 
beginning with self-help 
housing efforts with 
unemployed coal miners in 
western Pennsylvania. 

In the 1960s AFSC carried 
out a widespread effort to 
bring about equal access to 
housing. By the 1960s the 

-> - 
Mare than five hundred members of Congress were focus was on tenant 

homeless men and women genuinely moved by the stories organizing, leading to the 
walked to Washington from they heard. National Tenants Organization. 
New York City and from 
Roanoke, Virginia. These 
marchers demonstrated 
tremendous courage in spite of 
many hardships along the way. 
There were chronic health 
problems and emergencies. 
Both groups encountered rains 
and flooding caused by 
Humcane Hugo. The Roanoke 
marchers were cursed and 
threatened by the Ku Klux 
Klan. 

A delegation of homeless 
marchers stressed the urgency 
of the housing situation in 
special meetings with 
Congressional leaders and with 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Secretary Jack Kemp 
and other HUD officials. 

The American Friends 
Service Committee was able to 
play an important role in 
helping to bring many 
homeless and low-income 
people to the March. Thanks to 
a generous grant from an 
anonymous friend of the AFSC, 
a special fund was established. 
One dollar was contributed for 
every dollar raised by local 
coalitions. Grant funds were in 
turn used to cover travel 
expenses for low-income and 
homeless people. AFSC field 
staff, housing and community 
activists and homeless 
advocates provided local 
leadership in the twenty-two 
communities which 
participated in the project. 

Each segment of this work left 
behind strong local and 
national organizations. some 
still active. 

Advocates are cautiously 
optimistic that the March for 
Housing Now! represents an 
important turning point in 
what has been a decade 
marked by neglect, 
abandonment by the federal 
government and corruption in 
federal housing agencies. One 
organizer captured the 
sentiment of many who worked 
to make the march a success. 
"I felt the beginning of a real 
people's movement. " 

by Carolyn Farrow-Garland, 
Community Relations Division 

Today there are three 
million homeless people; 
experts project that by the 
turn of the century the 
number could grow to over 
nineteen million. 

The majority of homeless 
people are single men; yet the 
number of homeless women 
with children is growing a t  a 
faster rate. Substance abusers 
and mentally ill people are 
often the most visible among 1 
the homeless. However, there , 
are many people who have I 

lost their housing because of '1 
catastrophic illness or the loss 1 
of a job. Ironically, today I 

many homeless people hold 
full-time jobs or work for some 

people can no longer anord 

reason, the nation must 
address the complex 

Bold, national action is 
needed to expand the supply 
of aflordable housing. A 
variety of strategies which 
utilize rent subsidies, housing 
construction and maintenance 
of the existing public and 
federally subsidized housing 
must be implemented. 
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Biological weapons from page one 

hearing. Frances knew that a good Meeting to make Amherst a 
vaccine for anthrax was already biological warfare research-free 
available. She recalls, "We didn't zone. The town meeting declined 
quite understand why the micro- to vote on this resolution and 
biology department was working instead passed a substitute 
on another vaccine unless the resolution encouraging the U.S. 
Army was planning to use Congress to enforce the 1972 
biological weapons. When we got Biological Weapons Convention 
Dr. Richard Novick from the and increase funding for 
Public Health Research Institute of nonmilitary medical research. 
New York to testify a t  the Board 
of Health hearing, he reported that Support for a ban on 
the University of Massachusetts' bioweapons research has grown in 
published research indicated that Amherst as  a result of the AFSC 
they had the capability of creating and 
a new bacterium." Responsibility community 

"Anthrax is the 'ideal' education efforts. Many University 
bioweapon," said Dr. Novick. science professors have signed a 
Anthrax bacteria can be Pledge Against the Military Use of 
engineered to form new strains Biological Research, sponsored by 
that are resistant to antibiotics. the Council for Responsible 
Its spores can be stored in bombs Genetics. The New England 
or artillery shells and made Society of Friends Yearly Meeting 
virulent a t  the will of the user. passed a resolution against 
The inhaled bacteria may kill more 
than 90% of its victims. research. 

Dr. Ira Helfand of the 
Physicians for Social The AFSC and the Physicians 

Responsibility gave testimony that to reintroduce their original 

there is no defensive reason for resolution to the Amherst Town 

developing vaccines. "There are Meeting in the future. AFSC will 

simply too many potential continue its work to ban 

biological weapons . . . to bioweapons research as  part of an 

immunize the population against international effort to support and 

all of them. . . . If you know which strengthen the Biological Weapons 

agent you are planning to use, you Convention during a United 
can usefully immunize a segment Nations treaty review session in 

of your armed forces so that they Geneva in lggl. 

rrb.3. Qtow tL of an organizer 
On December 9 the Western home. In 1969 she turned this 

Massachusetts AFSC celebrated its center into a local peace center, 
20th anniversary and honored the which later became a program 
office's founder - Frances Crowe. office for the American Friends 

Born in Carthage; Missouri, in Service Committee. 
1919. Frances describes herself as  
a traditional physician's wife and 
mother of three until the late 
1950s, when she learned that 
fallout from above-ground nuclear 
testing was contaminating the 
milk she was serving her children. 
Frances got involved in that 
concern and became an activist 
and organizer. She organized a 
local chapter of the Women's 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom in the early 1960s. 

During the Vietnam War. 
Frances set up a draft counseling 

Francen' gifts are a keen eye 
for local issues of national or 
international significance. 
dedication to the goal of world 
peace, unlimited energy, and 
unflagging faith in the power of 
the people. In her twenty years as  
an AFSC community 
representative, she has brought 
together thousands of people to 
work on issues that threaten 
peace. including weapons research 
and development. apartheid, and 
intervention in Central America. 

I center in the basement of her by Nancy Talanian I 
Chilean changes from page one 

can operate in enemy areas you In Geneva and New York, the 
have contaminated." Quaker United Nations Offices are 

~ - - -  - 

Despite the compelling also actively following the 
testimony of Drs. Novick and progress of U.N. work on 
Helfand. the Amherst Board of biological weapons and 
Health refused to ban biological encouraging efforts to strengthen 
warfare research in Amherst on the ban. 
the grounds that the research 
itself did not pose a direct health For more information on 
threat to the Amherst community. biological weapons work in 
The board chose not to consider western Massachusetts, write: 
the health risk of biological Frances Crowe. AFSC. 3 
warfare weapons to the world. Langworthy Road. Northampton. 

Next AFSC presented a Massachusetts 0 1060. 
resolution to the Amherst Town by Nancy Talanian 

-a' 
' 

Martin Garate leading a youth group in Chile. 

The primary role of the AFSC 
programs is to support the 
development of local organizations 
which respond to the needs of the 
groups served - pregnant and 
nursing mothers. youth, labor 
unions, unions of the unemployed. 
community organizations. AFSC 
staff believe that full democracy 
will exist once more in Chile only 
when the civilian population. 
supported by nongovernmental 
organizations, is strong and 
organized. able to demand that the 
government be responsible to all 
of its citizens. 

Hartin Garate. reflecting on the 
current situation, said, "The non- 
governmental organizations have 
an important role to play in 
strengthening the civil society. 
They have accompanied those who 
have suffered most during the 16 
years of military government. 
They have supported the 
grassroots organizations in their 
process of growth and 
development. Their support has 
enabled these organizations to 
survive and grow despite 
repression, to push against the 
limits to freedom and to help open 
a space for the democratization 
process which Chile is now 
experiencing. 

"The nongovernmental groups 
need to continue their tasks of 

education, support to 
organizations, promotion of 
human rights and support to small 
farmers. In addition, new tasks 
will emerge in this new era." 

Recognizing the contribution 
which they can make during the 
transition period. the AFSC (in 
collaboration with five Chilean 
groups) organized one national 
and four regional meetings of non- 
governmental groups during the 
past year. The 120 participating 
groups shared visions of their role 
in the emerging democracy. They 
also presented what they have 
learned about the needs of the 
Chilean people to representatives 
of a broad spectrum of political 
parties. 

They urged party leaders to 
address these needs as  they 
develop program priorities. A 
follow-up meeting is planned for 
1990. 

; I - 
- - ---- . 

Construct~ng the foundation of a clin~c. Kelly St~venson (r~qht) .  

AFSC is working with the 
Mennonite Central Committee to 
help build a children's 
rehabilitation center in Yerevan, 
the capital of Soviet Armenia, and 
to rebuild health clinics in seven 
villages. 

tremendous support in each of the 
villages where we have worked . . . 
fed and hosted by the townspeople 
with overwhelming generosity. 
Foundations for health clinics are 
now completed in five villages." 

For a full report, write: Anne 
Credle, Information Services. 
AFSC. 1501 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19 102. 

During these initial years of 
transition to democracy. AFSC will 
continue to play a supportive role 
to local organizations. During this 
same period the AFSC program in 
Chile will pass through its own 
transition. becoming an 
independent Chilean organization. 
by Barbara Smith, 
International Division. 

Staffperson Kelly Stevenson 
writes, "We have received 
6 



'Racism, poverty, drug crisis' 
A hearing room in the Rayburn House Office 

Building was packed on September 17 for a 
forum on "Racism. Poverty and the Drug Crisis 
in America." organized by the AFSC "200 
Years of the Penitentiary Project." Speakers. 
panelists and attenders were united in 
challenging the current national policy of 
treating the drug crisis as  a law enforcement 
issue. 

Change d l  not come. participants felt, until 
policies confront the root causes - poverty, 
worklessness and entrenched racism. Speakers 
included Congressmember John Conyers. 
Frank Lomax of the National Urban League. 
Dr. James Turner of Cornell University, and 
Adjoa Aiyetoro of the ACLU National Prison 
Project. A panel of respondents brought a 
range of community perspectives - Latina, 
Native American, Asian American, youth and 
African American clergy. 

Pool vour resources now 
for their future 

and yours Help kids in Nicaragua 1 
Makc a contrihution fix f ~ ~ t u r c  programs of' the 
Aliicrican Fricnrls Scrvicc Comniittcc ;~ntl sccurc. 
now. :I lifctimc income fix yourself. 

The AFSC Pooled Life Incomc Funrl co- rn in~lcs  
vour contrihution in an investment pool anrl 
distributes the income earned on your portion to you 
cvcry q1l;irtcr. 

With 21 mini~nurn contrihution of 51 .000 you can: 

hcncflt from socially rcsponsihlc investing. 

report an imrncrliatc charitable derluction. 

i~voitl a capital gains tax. 

rcccivc lifctirnc inconic li)r yourscll'itnd onc othcr 
person. 

For Inorc information on this ;~nrl othcr 1)cfcrrcd 
Giving Plans. plcasc return the coirpon hclow to Lyn 
Rack or  S ;~ra  Crimm. Office of Dcfcrrcd Giving. 
o r  call (215)  241 -7095. 

In the past six years. hundreds of groups 
around the country have collected paper, 
notebooks. pens. crayons, and other school 
supplies as  part of AFSC's campaign to help 
the school children in the war zones of 
Nicaragua. The campaign has been a great 
success. Not only are the children happy 
recipients of much-needed materials, but the 
kits boost morale. showing them someone 
cares that they have what they need to learn to 
read and write. Now with the Nicaraguan 
ministries suffering budget cuts, there is little 
money for education and an even greater need. 
AFSC is continuing its original campaign. 

In addition, AFSC is collecting supplies for 
children in special education classes, 
materials-such as  braille typewriters (above)- 
which are difficult for schools to obtain. 

For more information on how you or your 
group can participate in this worthwhile 
project, call or write Maryann Mendoza, AFSC, 
1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia. PA 19102. 
(2151 241-7177. 

- -..- 
Margaret Woods, co-I 

- 
In, P e n l t c n t i a r y  P r o j e c t .  

Atlanta AFSC sponsors 
Middle East art exhibit 

I 'ILYI\C \c,II(I IIIC. I I I ~ I I ~ I I I : I I I O I ~  1111 ~ U I I I I ~ I !  111\ r c \ < l o r C . c \  111 1l1c A I L S (  
AFSC in Atlanta, Georgia was the local I ' I I I I I V ~ I  1 . 1 1 ~ .  I I IL , I I I I IC I : ~ I T I ( I  

group responsible for bringing an Israeli and 
N ; ~ t r r c .  - - .. - - - - - - - Palestinian peace art exhibit to Emory Univer- 

sity this past October. A I I C I I  L,\\ - - - - - -  

At the opening reception, staffperson Marina 
- - -  - - -- 

Rialdi said. "The message of this exhibit is 
that it is possible for Israelis and Palestinians I C I C ~ I I O I ~ C  

to live side by side." 

Disaster: AFSC looks at !onamterm V chanae -u from page one 

officials. She reports that an interreligious 
committee was formed which continues to 
work closely with the community. Meanwhile. 
AFSC's Project SHARE, a large food 
cooperative serving the needs of poor San 
Francisco residents. became the conduit for the 
distribution of 70 tons of food donated by 
various agencies. 

Project for Justice and Peace in a long-term 
project to construct homes capable of 
withstanding hurricanes. 

In the initial phase. ten houses will be built 
in each of three separate communities. Judy 
Claude. of AFSC's Latin American and 
Caribbean Program. explains. "The idea is that 
these thirty homes should serve as  models. 
They will be built by members of the 
communities with assistance and materials 
provided by the AFSC. with monies already 
granted by a private foundation. At that point 
people will have a concrete example to show 
government authorities what can be done with 
a minimal amount of materials and an 
organized. committed community. We hope 
that the government will respond by supplying 
low-cost building components for future 
homes." 
AFSC is also working with small farmers 

and cooperatives in three rural areas of Puerto 
Rico. providing aid for clean-up, farm 
implements. seeds. nurseries. fertilizers, and 
long-term technical assistance. 

In St. Croix. Montserrat and Nevis, AFSC has 
provided some immediate aid and is still 
working closely with communities in order to 
assess special needs and bring the most 
relevant form of technical assistance for 
reconstruction. 

Over the last two decades AFSC has worked 
in communities which have suffered natural 
disasters in Guatemala. Nicaragua. El Salvador. 
Chile. Mexico, and the United States. Through 
these experiences, the AFSC has learned three 
very important lessons. First. disasters often 
magnify the underlying inequities in any 
society. Second. rebuilding and recovery 
efforts often re-enforce those very inequities. 
Third. disasters are also special moments of 
solidarity and compassion that can be seized to 
build a better future. Based on these lessons. 
the AFSC responded to the effects of the 
California earthquake and Hurricane Hugo by 
channeling the generous gifts of many 
individuals and agencies to relief work that 
both provides immediate emergency help and 
also strengthens the communities longterm. 

7 

HURRICANE HUGO 

In September, Hurricane Hugo wrought 
devastation to parts of the United States and 
the Caribbean. The AFSC contributed funds to 
the Charleston Friends Meeting in South 
Carolina, which was active in providing relief 
for small farmers. Friends Meetings in the area 
also sent contributions to Puerto Rico through 
the AFSC. 

In herto  Riao. AFSC provided funds for 
immediate assistance. including the rebuilding 
of a community center. More importantly, the 
AFSC will be cooperating with the Caribbean 



AFSC responds 1 

On Monday. March 24. 1980. Archbishop 
Oscar Romero was shot and killed while saying 
mass in San Salvador. The dav before - 
Sunday, March 23 - Phillip ~e-&yman and an 
AFSC delegation were in attendance a t  mass 
when Archbishop Romero delivered the follow- 
ing words to the soldiers. "God's command 
'Thou Shalt Not Kill' is higher than any human 
command. I implore you to put down your 
guns. . . . "  

This March. 1990, thousands of people will 
honor the memory of Archbishop Romero's life 
and work in marches and vigils across the 
United States. They will be asking the U.S. 
Congress to cut off military aid to El Salvador 
and for the U.S. to use its influence to en- 
courage a negotiated settlement which includes 
all of the parties. 

El Sdvador returned to U.S. headlines this 
past November, when fighting erupted and six 
Jesuits and their housekeeper and child were 
brutally murdered by the military. The 
response across the United States has been 
enormous. "Nothing has been seen like this 
since the time of the Vietnam War protests," 
says Angela Berryman. AFSC staffperson. 
AFSC staff and committee people organized 
vigils, marches and visits to their Congresspeo- 
ple all through the Congressional holiday break 
and are continuing these efforts in Washington 
and around the country. 

More resources on 
El Salvador and 
Central America 

For the following pamphlets and books. or 
for a list of all of AFSC's resources on peace 
education. write to: Program Resources, AFSC, 
150 1 Cherry Street, Philadelphia. PA 19 102 
Phone: (2 15) 24 1-7 167 

Facing Reality in El Salvador: 
Cristiani's First 100 Days. 
Completed just before the beginning of the 
November 1 1, 1989 FMLN urban offensive, 
Cristiani's First 100 Days provides valuable 
background to understanding those events and 
the ones that followed. 
1 .oo 

In The Shadow of Liberty 
by Angela and Phillip Berryman 
An effort to survey the situation of Central 
American refugees in the United States in the 
late 1980s. $6.00 

What Are We Afraid Of7 
An Assessment of the 'Communist Threat' in 
Central America 
by John Lamperti 
Lays bare the myth of 'Moscow-inspired' Cen- 
tral American revolutions and calls into ques- f 
tion the red-baiting rhetoric behind U.S. T3 o 

military control of the region. $7.00 m 

rn 
0, 

Panama: Behind the Headlines Gives an m 
0 

understanding of what was happening in 
Panama before the U.S. invasion. $1.00 

Two weeks after the outbreak of the fighting 
in November. an AFSC staffperson in El 
Salvador returned to the in Order to give 
updated information on the situation to AFSC 
and other humanitarian agencies in North 
America and Europe. Based on 

Times advertisement with several 
dozen international and local 

Coming: Summer, 1990. New, updated ver- 
For a report of AFSC's fact-finding trip to sion of Inside Central America: The Essential 

Panama after the U.S. invasion. send $1 to the Facts Past and Present on El Salvador. 
Latin America/Caribbean Desk, Peace Educa- Nicaragua, Honduras. Guatemala, and Costa 
tion, AFSC, 150 1 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, Rica. by Phillip Berryman 
PA 19102 

isolated provi*cial areas where I 

medical supplies were most 
urgently needed. 

AFSC also signed a New York 

...... I Committee. Program protests biological war 1 

to report on the pro- I 
gram work and per- 
spectives of the 
American Friends 

that report. AFSC Executive 
Secretary Asia Bennett joined with 
25 heads of agencies in an appeal A 
to the U.S. government to use its 
influence with the Salvadoran Non Proflt Org 

military to halt repression of local 
US POSTAGE 

and international aid workers and PAID 
organizations. Arneflcon Fr~ends 

Serv~cp Cornm~nce 
AFSC immediately set up an El - 

L& Angeles Times and a host of programs as an ex- / Namibia faces challenges ............... 2 
other papers. In the following pression of a belief in 

Salvador War Relief Fund to pro- 
vide aid to war victims. Sixty - 
thousand dollars worth of trauma 
supplies were sent to the Arch- , 
diocese of San Salvador. The sup- 
plies were received on November 

organizations calling for a halt to ! 
U.S. military aid and for a push for : 
a negotiated solution to the war. I 

During this time, staff published 
I 

op.ed. articles in USA Todav, the 

months, s t a f f  have continued to 
use AFSC's experience in El 
Salvador to update the press. 
organizers. and Congressional 
staffpeople and to build support 
for a change in U.S. policy toward 
a negotiated settlement and the 
end of repression and killing. 

To receive periodic AFSC 
reports on El Salvador for the 
coming year, write to: Latin 
A rnericdcarib bean Desk. Peace 
Education, AFSC. 1501 Cherry 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 1 91 02. 
Please send a $1 0 donation to 
defray printing and postage costs. 

< - 
Quaker Service Bulle- AnpERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 191 02 
tin is published in 
January, April and 

................................. I &e dignity and worth Housing Now! 4 
I of each person and in a 
I faith in the power of 

love and nonviolence 
to bring about change. 
The work is supported I 
financially by individ- E" 
uals of different per- 
suasions who care 
about senrice. devel- 
opment, justice and 
peace. 

0 --, - -*-- 
Washington D.C. march (page 4). 
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25 and auicklv distributed to I 
October of each year , 

As a Quaker organi- I 
zation, the American ~ 
Friends Service Corn- 

............. AFSC responds to disaster 1 

.................. 'Economics and mercy' 2 
mittee carries on its 1 


