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Southern 
Africa tour 
focuses 
on youth 

"While we welcome the 
changes of this past year, the 
freeing of Nelson Mandela and 
the liberation of Namibia, we see 
a long struggle ahead," says Jerry 
Herman, AFSC's Southern Africa 
program coordinator. "Nelson 
himself says he is only one man, 
and he is not really free until all 
South Africans are free." 

"People in the United States, 
while much more fluent with the 
situation in Africa than they were 
ten years ago, still are shocked 
when they hear about the level to 
which warfare has contributed to 
crisis in Africa and the ways in 
which the United States is 
involved, including substantial 
direct military aid. The Southern 
Africa Peace Tour brings 
Africans and U.S. activists 
directly to local churches, schools, 
radio stations, and TV to explain 
a range of African challenges and 
aspirations," Jerry continues. 

"Over the years the tours have 
had a tremendous impact," says 
Jerry. "We have visited 48 out of 
50 states, and in each region left 
people better informed and 
energized by the information 
they've heard and the direct 
contact they've made with 

Continued on page 2 

F R E N D S S E R V C E C O M M T T E E 

S E R V C E B U L L E T Number 166 Vol 71, No. 2 Summer 1990 

Roberto Martinez (sho wn) and Marla Jim en ez of AFSC testify at the House Human Righ ts Subcommittee. 

Congressional panel hears AFSC testimony 
On April 18 AFSC staff Maria 

Jimenez and Roberto Martinez 
reported to the House Human 
Rights Subcommittee on abuses by 
U.S. Border officials against 
undocumented people, U.S. 
citizens and others along the length 
of the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Both Maria and Roberto based 
their testimony on findings 
outlined in Human Rights at the 
Mexico-US. Border, the AFSC 
Immigration Law Enforcement 
Monitoring Project (ILEMP) 

annual report. Maria said a pattern 
that emerged from reported 
incidents was the often violent 
nature of encounters between 
immigration authorities and 
individuals considered suspect. 
"Particularly alarming," she said, 
"is the increasing use of deadly 
force in border policing which in 
11 incidents we have documented 
(over a one-year period) have led 
to death or serious injury.'' 

Maria continued, "The most 
obvious pattern that emerges from 

our documentation is the selective 
nature of immigration law 
enforcement. Ninety percent of the 
persons arrested by immigration 
authorities are Mexican nationals." 
Maria, who is the national director 
of ILEMP, said that casting 
massive social-and political 
phenomena, such as effects of 
Central American wars and the 
Latin American debt crisis.into 
border control problems, "is a 
recipe for disaster and is grossly 
unfair to Border Patrol agents." 

Physicians Tess and Francis Burgos train Filipinos 

Roberto, field representative of 
the U.S.-Mexico Border Program 
in southern California, said that 
there must be a change in attitude 
of the U .S law enforcement 
agencies. "The border is not a war 
zone and immigrants are not the 
enemy,'' he declared. 

Dr. Tess Burgos (far left) training FIiip/no health workers. 

"The moment we entered the hall, we were 
met by a chorus of coughing children and 
adults. Children were sleeping on mats and 
cardboard on the cement floor. I felt heart
broken on seeing them, but we immediately 
got down to work. We examined about I IO 
children, most of whom had respiratory ill
nesses, diarrhea and stomach problems. These 
are the ailments we often see, but in this case 
they were made worse by overcrowding, in
adequate food and poor sanitation in the 
evacuation center," said Dr. Tess Burgos, 
who along with her husband, Dr. Francis 
Burgos, makes up the AFSC health trainer 
staff in the Philippines. 

The children, 300 of whom died, were 
among 35,000 rural people who became 

Conlinut!d on page 6 

Press, radio and television 
coverage of the hearings was 
excellent. "These hearings are 
important because they can lead to 
changes in policy or practices of 
the INS," said Roberto, "and also 
because the attention by the media 
helps many more people become 
aware of the problems we face on 
the border.'' 

To receive a copy of Human 
Rights at the Mexico-US. Border, 
write to: I LEMP, YMCA, 3635 W. 
Dallas Street, Houston, Texas 77019. 



With all the exciting new winds 
blowing in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union, we are often asked 
how these dramatic developments 
will affect the programs and 
policies of the American Friends 
Service Committee. Of course we 
welcome the end of the cold war 
and the emergence of democratic 
societies, and we look forward to 
finding new allies and fresh 
momentum in our efforts to mend 
what we hope is becoming a 
gentler world. 

But the AFSC has never been 
part of the cold war culture or 
been victimized by the anti
communist hysteria that has 
shaped U.S. thinking and policy 
for more than forty years. We 
have deplored the evidences of 
repression and the closed character 
of Soviet society, and have sought 
to maximize relationships between 
our countries as a way to challenge 
both and to help lessen the mutual 
ignorance upon which enmity 
feeds. The AFSC has not shared 
the fear of a Soviet military attack 
on the West, which we have seen 
as irrational and serving no Soviet 
purpose, and we have therefore 
resolutely opposed the virtually 
limitless squandering of our 
substance and our energies on the 
amassing of vast military power. 

Now that the perceived threat, 
whatever its actual reality may 
have been, has been dissipated for 
all but the most die-hard cold 
warriors, we hope there will be 
more general support for our 

Southern Africa. 
Africans. People have been 
moved to create long-term 
organizations in their local 
communities." 

The Peace Tour this past April 
spent two weeks in Virginia, 
where a unique event for the tour 
members was participation in the 
Dogwood Parade in 
Charlottesville. Some of the 
speakers had driven to 
Charlottesville in a replica of the 
Casspir (shown right), which was 
built on the bed of a pickup truck 
by Maryknoll missionary Nick 
Mottern. 

When the tour members got to 
Charlottesville, a local group 
suggested they join the parade the 
next day. "The replica of the 
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New winds blowing 
by Stephen G.Cary, chairperson of the AFSC Board of Directors 

continuing challenges to 
militarism, U.S. interventionism, 
nuclear testing, the world trade in 
arms, and the development and 
production of ever more lethal, 
exotic, and costly weapons. 
Education and witness against 
these expressions of naked power 
which have so drastically 
preempted efforts to deal with the 
human tragedies of hunger and 
poverty and disease in the world, 
will continue as central parts of 
AFSC work . 

Our international work will 
continue: overseas development 
projects in the Third World, 
succor to the refugee and the 
hungry, identification and support 
of reconciling voices in the areas 
of conflict, and the maintenance 
of the human tie across the world, 
regardless of popular 
classifications of people and 
nations into friend and foe . 

This is particularly important in 
conflicted areas of the world 
where U.S . interventionist policies 
or lingering cold war hostilities 
continue to wreak havoc in the 
lives of millions of people. New 
winds are not yet blowing for 
Cambodians, Angolans, or 
Salvadorians, and in these and 
other troubled areas AFSC will 
continue to provide emergency and 
developmental assistance, even in 
the midst of warfare. At the same 
time, we will be challenging our 
government to cease its military 
involvement in Third World 
insurgencies, and its rigid 

. . . . . . . . . from page one 

Casspir is a great tool," says 
Terry Foss, AFSC photographer 
who accompanied the tour for 
five days. ''People stop and stare 
and say, 'What is that thing?' 
Then you can give them some 
information and explain that this 
is used in South Africa for 
intimidation, to chase people, to 
knock down homes." 

Overall, this year ' s Africa 
Peace Tour focused more on 
college and high school age 
people than tours of the past. 
"Young people are open to 
change,'' said one African 
American woman during the tour, 
"We really appreciate the efforts 
to include them so fully in this 
tour.'' 
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adherence to geopolitical positions 
that translate into incalculable 
human suffering. 

Here at home, the AFSC will 
continue to work for a strong 
America - strong in education, 
in accessible health care, in job 
opportunities, in decent afford
able housing, in a clean environ
ment, in recognition of civil and 
human rights. These are the real 
sources of national strength, in 
contrast to the illusory strength of 
a trillion dollar arms program 
and its accompanying hand
maidens of trillion dollar debt, 
unmet human needs, toxic waste, 
and a decaying infrastructure. 

We will continue to work for 
disarmament and for a security 
system built on strengthened 
institutions of peace through the 
United Nations . The military tide 
is turning, and we will add our 
voice to those who demand a 
peace dividend and the renewal of 
a nation in which kinder and 
gentler are more than rhetoric . 

We recognize the crisis of 
criminal justice. More prisons, 
harsher sentences and the 
reinstitution of the death penalty 
do not touch the source of the 
problem of crime, which lies in the 
callous neglect of the nation's 
poor. People trapped in decaying 
inner cities or in abject rural 
poverty often see no way out, and 
for some, the only escape seems to 
lie in drugs or crime. 

The AFSC's priority in criminal 
justice programs is to give voice 
to the voiceless by enabling 
America's communities of color 
- at once those most of ten 
trapped in the system and most 
victimized by it - to speak of the 
realities of their lives and to give 
their prescriptions for dealing 
with crime. 

Another priority for AFSC has 
developed around immigration 
issues. It was in 1920 that the 
AFSC first spoke out against the 
treatment of Mexicans in Texas, 
and we have been active on behalf 
of the bracero, the undocumented, 
and the refugee from war and 
oppression ever since. We find the 
present harsh treatment of those 
fleeing poverty and oppression, or 
escaping terror and war in Central 
America, to be unacceptable and 
unworthy of a compassionate 
people. We have refused to serve 
as agents of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in denying 
employment to the undocumented; 
we support sanctuary for war 
refugees and work to secure their 
rights. 

The AFSC is not a relief agency 
or an international development 
agency. It is not a peace agency or 
a human rights agency. It is all of 
Lhese together. We feel compelled 
by our reading of the gospels to 
cultivate the whole vineyard . That 
is what AFSC has tried to do 
during the years of cold war. It is 
what AFSC will continue to do in 
an era of detente . 

Students are Interviewed after a visit by the Southern Africa Peace Tour. The vehicle In the 
background Is a replica of the Cassplr, a South African armored personnel carrier. 
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Crisis in the 
African American 
community 

"African American life expectancy is 
declining-60,000 more African Americans die 
per year than whites. Eighty percent of these 
deaths are caused by cancer, high blood 
pressure, drugs, infant mortality, and alcohol. 
AIDS is a major area of crisis. We need 
organizations which educate people about 
AIDS and offer concrete support to people 
with AIDS and those facing other health care 
problems." 

"The crisis in the African American 
community takes an especially heavy toll on 
young people. Declining opportunities for 
education and employment dampen the 
forecasts for their futures. Black on Black 
crime is increasing, setting young people 
against one another and against people in their 
communities. Increasingly, they are offered 
careers in military service ... some go to crime 
... as a way out of poverty and despair." 

These statements on the worsening crisis in 
African American communities were made at 
an AFSC gathering of 120 African American 
staff, committee persons, volunteers and 
supporters in Chevy Chase, Maryland this past 
January. Sponsored by the AFSC's Third 
World Coalition, the consultation had three 
goals: to deepen AFSC's understanding and 
analysis of the crisis, to assess the nature and 
strength of AFSC programs directed toward 
5olutions, and to propose ways in which AFSC 
programs might more effectively address these 
issues . 

AFSC programs currently address some of 
the problems faced by African Americans 
through work on economic rights, housing, 
criminal justice, youth organizing and work 
against racially motivated hate crimes in the 
U.S. 

The conference participants, in a report to 
the AFSC Board of Directors, recommended 
increased AFSC attention to addressing the 
social and economic policies that contribute to 
the deterioration of life in African American 
communities, program work to support 
community efforts to reverse the effects of 
these policies and creation of a national 
network to respond to racial and political 
violence. 
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Becky Johnson leads the first workshop in Boston, Mass. 

Women, Poverty and 
Economic Power 

"I believed everything I was told about 
education. I went to college and got a job, but 
I still ended up being homeless," said one 
participant at the first Women, Poverty, and 
Economic Power workshop developed by 
AFSC's Nationwide Women's Program. 

The workshop, held last May at My Sister's 
Place, an AFSC center for homeless women in 
Boston, Massachusetts, used the popular 
education approach originally developed by 
Paulo Freire in Brazil. Popular education 
methods, which are also used by AFSC in 
other international and community-based 
programs, build on the participants' life 
experiences to analyze problems and come up 
with action steps for change. 

Kathleen O'Donnell, one of the originators 
of the Women's Program workshops, said, 
"We spent Saturday morning describing the 
stories of our personal family economic 
histories, going back several generations. In the 
room there were women who were homeless, or 
formerly homeless, some of whom had become 
organizers. There were also social workers and 
AFSC staff. By creating a chart of our family 
incomes, we found that none of us were very 
far from one another economically." 

By analyzing the similarities and differences 
in their family stories and by identifying gender 
patterns, the women began to develop 
confidence and to learn a method for 
approaching economics as part of their lives 
instead of something heard about on the news . 

Based on their direct experience, the 
homeless and formerly homeless women 
explained to the rest of the group how 
programs to help homeless people work and 
what the problems with them are. Comparisons 
were made between the costs of shelters and 
the costs of permanent housing. 

When asked what changed for the women at 
My Sister's Place as a result of the workshop, 
Angela O'Callahan, staffperson, replied, "The 
women finished the workshop feeling that they 
understood more about the economy and the 
government decisions which impact so heavily 
on their lives. They also came out of the 
training with a stronger sense that they could 
take on a project and carry it through ." 

Angela continues, "Formerly, the staff did 
much more one-to-one work helping individual 
women figure out the bureaucracies they 
encounter. How to get a rent subsidy, how to 
make sure the children were registered for 
school. Now the homeless and formerly 
homeless women do much of the information 
gathering and sharing with each other. They've 
set up housing search groups and done 
outreach to women and children in the 'welfare 
motels' in the Boston area." 

Since the first workshop in Boston last May, 
the Nationwide Women's Program has held 
other weekends in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Austin, Texas; Denver, 
Colorado; and San Francisco, California. 
Three of the workshops focused on housing 
and three on women and work . 

Each of the workshops has been very 
empowering for its participants. Julie Ramsey , 
a clerical staff person at the Dayton AFSC 
office for 21 years, reported to the organizers 
that the experience "changed her life." She 
went on to organize a group concerned about 
housing which sent eight busloads of people 
from Dayton to the Housing Now march in 
Washington D.C. last fall. "That's more buses 
than have ever gone to any Washington 
demonstration from this area," Julie reports . 

In July, the workshop will be adapted for a 
weeklong session at the Friends General 
Conference. After that, the Women's Program 
plans to sponsor a facilitator's seminar for 
women who have participated in these 
weekends and who want to lead similar 
workshops in their areas. 

For further information contact: Maria Ines 
Lacey, Coordinator, Women, Poverty and 
Economic Power Project, Nationwide 
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Women's Program, AFSC, 1501 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Phone: (215) 241 -7046. 

Employer sanctions cause discrimination, says GAO report 
When Congress enacted new immigration 

legislation in 1986, it mandated three annual 
reports by the Government Accounting Office 
(GAO) on whether the law had resulted in 
discriminatory employment practices. The 
AFSC Immigrant Rights Monitoring Project 
in New Jersey fed its findings on 
discrimination into the final GAO report 
which was released this March 29. Statistics 
compiled by the Project included 18 cases that 
reflected a wide range of discriminatory 
practices, including "American Citizens Only" 
hiring practices, denial of benefits, and 
reduced wages for immigrants. 

The GAO report concluded that employer 
sanctions have caused "a widespread pattern 

of discrimination" against "foreign
appearing" job applicants. According to the 
report, 190Jo of employers nationwide were 
engaging in discriminatory practices against 
U.S. citizen workers and legal immigrants 
with authorization to work in the U.S . 

Since undocumented workers were excluded 
from the anti-discrimination protections 
written into the 1986 Immigration Reform and 
Control Act (IRCA), this group was extremely 
vulnerable and subject to exploitation and 
abuse by unscrupulous employers. In many 
cases, intervention and education by AFSC 
staff with employers and unions led to the 
payment of owed wages, the awarding of 
benefits, reinstatement for those who had 

been wrongfully dismissed, and the 
termination of discriminatory hiring practices. 

AFSC supports the IRCA provision for the 
automatic "sunsetting" or repeal of employer 
sanctions if Congress passes a joint resolution 
approving the third GAO report finding of 
widespread discrimination within 30 days of 
its release. However, rather than 
recommending the repeal of employer 
sanctions, the GAO report calls for increased 
employer education regarding the law and 
suggests that a better documentation 
verification system be implemented. 

by Denis Johnston, Immigrant Rights 
Monitoring Project 
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Not only are the 
women often 

exposed to toxic 
chemicals at their 
workplace, but In 
some of the colo
n/as (areas where 

people build squat
ters shacks) chemi

cal wastes flow next 
to the houses . 

aqu1a oras 
U.S. industries offer 

Mexican women jobs 
- at a very high cost 

Leaving the factory, hea 
U.S. Yet they are so poo 

In the U.S., we call them" r.unaway shops," factories which 
leave the U.S. for other countries where wages are lower, leaving 
behind individuals, families and whole communities without a 
source of income. 

In Mexico, where many of these factories move, they call 
them maquiladoras, or assembly plants, and there they also 
cause tragedy. Located across the border from Texas, Arizona 
and California, the maquiladoras employ young women, age 
16 to 23, for $25 to $40 per week, one of the lowest levels of 
factory wages in the world. 

Most of the young women come from the interior of Mexico, 
where the economy, racked by an $107 billion dollar international 
debt, has left many local populations with no money and nothing 

Inez, Maria and Rosie talk with AFSC staffperson Zoharah Simmons about the conditions and 
pay in their maqulladoras, or assembly plants, in Matamoros, Mexico, across the Rio Grande 
River from Brownsville, Texas. 

to eat. By early 1990, it was estimated 
that 470,000 young women worked along 
the border in 1,750 factories producing 
car parts, television sets, semiconduc
tors, paints, clothing, toys-almost any 
product imaginable. 

The maquiladora program, a joint 
venture between the U.S. and Mexican 
governments, was started in 1965 when 
the bracero program, which allowed 
Mexicans to enter the U.S. to work in 
farm labor, was ended. 

The program started with promises 
of prosperity for people on both sides 
of the border. The Mexicans who had 
lost jobs in farm work in the U.S. would 
be able to have new jobs, learning new 
industrial skills. On the U.S. side, there 
would be a twin plant of the same 
manufacturer, creating U.S. jobs. 

However, the reality has been that 
the former braceros, usually men, have 
not found work. Young, single women 
have been hired to do highly repetitive 
tasks which have not trained them to 
move up in the industrial world, but 

. which have instead often ruined their 
vision and general health by age 25. No 
plants have been built on the U.S. side. 
Only a few managers (who commute to 
Mexico) and warehouse workers have 
been hired. 

The experience gained during many 
years of work along the Mexico-U .S. 
border led AFSC in 1979 to identify the 
situation of the maquiladora workers as 
a program priority. Organizing pro
ceeded slowly for a long time through the 
work of one experienced AFSC organizer 
who was assigned to the project, Ed 
Krueger. 
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Not only are the 
women often 

exposed to toxic 
chemicals at their 
workplace, but In 
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n/as (areas where 

people build squat
ters shacks) chemi

cal wastes flow next 
to the houses . 

Leaving the factory, headed home. These workers perform the same jobs which paid Industrial level wages In the 
U.S. Yet they are so poorly paid in Mexico that they cannot afford any rent, often remaining In squatters shacks. 
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to eat. By early 1990, it was estimated 
that 470,000 young women worked along 
the border in 1,750 factories producing 
car parts, television sets, semiconduc
tors, paints, clothing, toys-almost any 
product imaginable. 

The maquiladora program, a joint 
venture between the U.S. and Mexican 
governments, was started in 1965 when 
the bracero program, which allowed 
Mexicans to enter the U.S. to work in 
farm labor, was ended. 

The program started with promises 
of prosperity for people on both sides 
of the border. The Mexicans who had 
lost jobs in farmwork in the U.S. would 
be able to have new jobs, learning new 
industrial skills. On the U.S. side, there 
would be a twin plant of the same 
manufacturer, creating U.S. jobs. 

However, the reality has been that 
the former braceros, usually men, have 
not found work. Young, single women 
have been hired to do highly repetitive 
tasks which have not trained them to 
move up in the industrial world, but 

. which have instead often ruined their 
vision and general health by age 25. No 
plants have been built on the U.S. side. 
Only a few managers (who commute to 
Mexico) and warehouse workers have 
been hired. 

The experience gained during many 
years of work along the Mexico-U .S. 
border led AFSC in 1979 to identify the 
situation of the maquiladora workers as 
a program priority. Organizing pro
ceeded slowly for a long time through the 
work of one experienced AFSC organizer 
who was assigned to the project, Ed 
Krueger. 

"I would go into a Mexican town along 
the border. After having a soft drink in 
a small store, the shop owner would usually 
ask me who I was and what I wanted," 
he reports. "I'd say that I wanted to meet 
people working in the maquiladoras and 
did he know any such people? Of course 
the shop owner did. He would take me 
to meet the mothers of .the factory 
workers. I explained that I wanted to talk 
to their daughters about conditions in the 
factories. They agreed to this idea. That's 
how it all started, by meeting a few mothers 
and their daughters in each town," says Ed. 

In small meetings with two or three 
workers, then more-most held in peo
ple's houses, occasionally in a church 
room-the women were brought to
gether to share their problems in the 
factories, to study Mexican labor law, 
and to work together on solutions. 

Today, AFSC estimates that over 
10,000 workers have been involved 
in these small groups. AFSC sup
port continues for the original or
ganizer and 12 Mexican promo
toras, women who worked in the 
factories and who have now become 
organizers. The women workers, 
with this support, have succeeded 
in improving wages in one major 
maquiladora city, Matamoro , and 
improving health and safety condi
tions in many of the factories. 

The women have also learned 
that they are not alone. Initially 
most felt that any problems they 
were having were individual. Now 
they have learned that many women 
face these same problems and that 
they can work to solve them to-

gether-educating each other about 
Mexican labor law and health and 
safety rules, learning what they can 
and should expect from the govern
ment-supported union, and develop
ing ways of challenging the wages 
and conditions in the factories. 
Through these efforts they are able, 
as one local organizer reported 
recently, ''to change from a situ
ation of despair to one of hope and 
solidarity.'' 
by Diane Shandor, Editor, 
Quaker Service Bulletin 

Written by 
Rachael Kamel on 
behalf of the 
AFSC Nation
wide Women's 
Program and Com
munity Relations 
Division, The 
Global Factory is 
a clear, well-illus
trated description 

.---
of the conditions that lead desperate 
governments to encourage maquiladoras 
in their countries and desperate workers 
to look for work at the plants. Particular 
attention i given to the conditions and 
struggles of workers in the Philippines 
and Mexico and to the points of coopera
tion and common identity they share with 
their U.S. counterparts. Sections on taking 
action and further study are included. 

To order The Global Factory send 
$7.50 plus $2 shipping to: Literature 
Resources, AFSC, 1501 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Phone: (215) 
241-7048. (Bulk discount available on 
orders of 10 or more.) 
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ment-supported union, and develop
ing ways of challenging the wages 
and conditions in the factories. 
Through these efforts they are able, 
as one local organizer reported 
recently, "to change from a situ
ation of despair to one of hope and 
solidarity." 
by Diane Shandor, Editor, 
Quaker Service Bulletin 

Written by 
Rachael Kamel on 
behalf of the 
AFSC Nation
wide Women's 
Program aoo Com
munity Relations 
Division, The 
Global Factory is 
a clear, well-illus
trated description ·---
of the conditions that lead desperate 
governments to encourage maquiladoras 
in their countries and desperate workers 
to look for work at the plants. Particular 
attention is given to the conditions and 
struggles of workers in the Philippines 
and Mexico and to the points of coopera
tion and common identity they share with 
their U.S. counterparts. Sections on taking 
action and further study are included. 

To order The Global Factory send 
$7 .50 plus $2 shipping to: Literature 
Resources , AFSC, 1501 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Phone: (215) 
241-7048. (Bulk discount available on 
orders of 10 or more.) 

A "Mallory child" and his parents. In 1985, Dr. de la O Alonzo noticed that some of the children 
In her spec/al education school In Matamoros had similar mental retardation, physical 
appearance and emotional problems. However, the symptoms did not add up to any known 
diagnosis. She took family histories tor each child and discovered that all of the mothers had 
excessive exposure to electrolltes, solvents and other chemicals In the local Mallory plant 
during their pregnancies. Dr. de la O continues to pursue Justice for these children as well as 
to educate the public about other problems she Is seeing In Matamoros due to the chemicals 
present both inside and outside the plants. 

Dona Carmen, who lives near 
Reynosa, Mexico, across from 
McAllen, Texas, has a daughter 
working In the maqulladoras. As 
in many tam/lies, Doria Carmen 
watches the grandchildren, while 
her daughter and nieces go to 
work. She has supported their 
efforts to win better conditions by 
allowing regional meetings of the 
committees of women workers to 
be held on her roofed dirt patio. 
Here she tells AFSC staff about an 
Incident where a woman gave birth 
at the .maqulladora, as none of the 
managers heeded her request to 
be taken to the hospital. 

Maria speaking to a group of garment workers In New York City. AFSC Is committed to bringing 
the Issues of the maqulladora workers to wider public attention In the U.S. Meetings are being 
organized with women 's groups, labor, religious organizations, and others with an open ear for 
understanding the struggles of these women. 
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Tony Henry, regional executive secretary of AFSC, files the AFSC legal brief in Los Angeles, California. 

AFSC appeals immigration dismissal 
On March 5, 1990, the American Friends 

Service Committee filed its legal arguments 
with the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in a continuing effort to challenge the 
employer sanctions provisions of the 
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 
(IRCA). The case had been dismissed from 
Federal District Court last August. 

Representatives of religious, civil rights, and 
labor groups in Los Angeles joined AFSC staff 
at a news conference highlighting AFSC's right 
to a trial in Federal District Court given the 
serious conflict between government and 
religious interests in this case. Traditionally, 
courts have chosen to "balance" religious and 
government interests through a trial which 
requires presentation of evidence. 

Referring to the Court's summary dismissal 
of the case without a trial, AFSC Attorney 

Carlos Holguin declared, "It is disturbing that 
the right to free religious exercise, a right 
protected by the First Amendment to the 
Constitution, should have received such short 
shrift. Surely, the right to freely practice one' s 
faith merits more than the indifference shown 
thus far by the courts." 

AFSC maintains that compliance with 
employer sanctions would force the 
organization to become an active agent of 
oppression against refugees, undocumented 
immigrants and minorities - the very people 
whose human rights and political freedoms 
AFSC has upheld since 1917. 

More detailed information is available from 
AFSC Immigration Policy Issues, 1501 Cherry 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. (215) 241 -7267. 

by Bonnie Butler, Immigration Policy Issues 

Cambodia hosts Southeast Asian journalists 

Journalists at round table discussion. 

Eleven journalists from Indonesia, Laos, the 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam joined 
Cambodian colleagues for a reporting tour and 
seminar in Cambodia last December. The event 
was organized by the AFSC Quaker 
International Affairs Program with assistance 
from staff in Cambodia and the Cambodian 
Journalists Association. 

The tour and seminar provided a rare 
opportunity for journalists from both the 
socialist countries of Indochina and the 
capitalist countries of the Association for 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 
experience together a country undergoing great 
changes, especially since the departure of 
Vietnamese troops last September. 
6 

The aims of the seminar and reporting tour 
were to give the journalists and their readers a 
detailed look at life in Cambodia, to exchange 
views on the role of journalists in developing 
Southeast Asian societies, and to develop 
personal and professional ties that might lead 
to cooperation among the journalists and their 
newspapers in the future. 

In addition to the Cambodian leader, Hun 
Sen, the journalists interviewed provincial and 
district representatives, officials in national 
ministries and the Women's Association and 
visited villages, schools, factories and the 
central market of Phnom Penh. Extensive 
reports on political, cultural, economic and 
social conditions in Cambodia were published 
in the participants' newspapers. 

The round table discussions focused on the 
role of journalists both as "nation-builders" 
working hand-in-hand with politicians and as 
"watchdogs" of government policy. 

To follow up on the project, the journalists 
agreed to establish a network of contacts for 
mutual professional support and training. They 
also agreed to work toward forming an 
Association of Southeast Asian Journalists to 
safeguard their rights and promote the 
development of their skills. 
by Roberta Foss 

Philippines . ... from page one. 

internal refugees in the Philippines last summer 
due to military operations in Negros, a large 
island in the central part of the country. As 
members of a nationwide pool of health 
trainers, Tess and Francis were conducting a 
week-long seminar in Negros on disaster 
preparedness and management. 

Tess said later, ''The refugees were spilling 
into the seminar hall of the Sacred Heart 
Seminary in Bacolod City. On the fourth day 
of the seminar, the priest called up and 
urgently appealed to us to come look at the 
children as they were getting worse and some 
were dying." Plans for the training were 
immediately changed and half of the 
participants went to the Seminary to care for 
the sick. 

Providing medical services in times of crisis 
is only one of Tess and Francis' activities as 
trainers with the nationwide nongovernmental 
Community Based Health Program Network. 
They respond to training needs in programs 
designed to address the health problems of the 
poorest Filipinos. They work with both barrio
based community health workers, many of 
whom have not finished grade school, as well 
as with other trainers and health professionals 
who are engaged in community work. 

The community health workers, usually 
women, are volunteers selected by their 
community to fulfill three roles: health service 
provider, health educator and community 
organizer. Tess and Francis train them in basic 
nutrition, sanitation and health maintenance. 
The workers learn about the social context of 
the health problems they encounter, largely the 
diseases of poverty such as pneumonia, TB and 
diarrhea. 

More advanced classes are held on basic first 
aid, differential diagnosis (or how to identify 
diseases with similar symptoms), and the 
appropriate use of pharmaceuticals and herbal 
medicines. In all training sessions, Tess and 
Francis incorporate traditional methods, 
acupuncture and acupressure, and use of 
herbs. Tess and Francis learn many of these 
skills from the people in the community and 
then use that knowledge in subsequent training 
sessions. 

In addition to their work in seminars and 
medical missions around the country, Tess and 
Francis assist in the coordination of the health 
training network through the Council for 
Health and Development, a Manila based 
consortium of all the health programs. Along 
with others in the Community Health 
Network, Tess and Francis give increasing 
attention to women's health isues. 

The challenges to this work are great, 
including poverty and the fighting in the 
countryside. Community health workers have 
been physically threatened, beaten, and even 
killed by government forces because they treat 
people without asking their political affiliation. 

The war between the government and the 
insurgents is partially fueled by the enormous 
amount of military aid the U.S. gives to the 
Philippines. Thus, Tess and Francis and their 
colleagues ask their friends in the United States 
to address the issue of military aid as a health 
as well as a peace issue. Firm in their 
commitment to a Philippine society where 
health is truly a right rather than a privilege, 
they continue their work in the face of in
creasing challenges to the welfare of the poor. 
by Roberta Foss, International Division 



Palestinian women speak about intifada 
A young Palestinian woman finds herself in 

the pine groves of eastern Oregon talking to 
Mexican farmworkers about the intifada, the 
30-month-old uprising against Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. She communicates the strong feeling she 
has for her people to men and women who are 
happy to hear her and applaud her courage. 
The scene is not typical of a celebrity on the 
lecture circuit. It is, instead, part of AFSC's 
Third World Coalition (TWC) Palestinian 
Women's Speaking Tour. 

"Most international speakers go to large 
universities and established organizations and 
very seldom get to know the struggling 
communities of Latinos, Asian-Americans, 
African Americans and indigenous people,'' 
said Rosemary Cubas, coordinator of TWC. 
"We wanted the speakers to gain a broader 
view of the United States. And we wanted to 
let people of color hear the voices of 
Palestinians engaged in the intifada." The two 
speakers addressed audiences in churches, 
minority groups at community colleges and 
larger universities, inner-city high schools, 
Third World media, community organizations 
and Jewish groups in 14 cities and many rural 
areas from coast to coast. 

Nadia Naser, 27, has been in the United 
States as a student for the last six months . 
Iman Saleh Hammoury, 21, was an English 
literature major at Bir Zeit University in the 
West Bank until late 1987, when the intifada 
began and Palestinian universities in the 
Occupied Territories were closed down by the 
Israeli government. They both belong to the 
Higher ouncil of Palestinian Students in the 
Occupied Territories. 

Audience at Friends Center, Philadelphia, Pa. 

As a member of the Higher Coordinating 
Council of Women's Committees, Iman 
encourages Palestinians to buy Palestinian 
rather than Israeli products. "We intend to 
create an independent economy,'? she 
explained. "In each neighborhood we have 
cooperatives for the production and 
distribution of cheese, yogurt, tomato sauce 
and other foods. In refugee camps we have 
sewing cooperatives to make inexpensive 
clothing." Iman is also a dancer, involved in 
keeping her culture alive through the Popular 
Folkloric Group. 

Both Palestinian women are outspoken, here 
and in their own land. Iman was detained and 
jailed for protesting the arrest of another 
Palestinian; her trial is still pending. She 
described the plight of her own brother, "He 
has been in prison three times, and he's been 
tortured. He cannot live in his own home 

' because he would endanger his wife and child. 
His crime is to have been politically active in 
the university.'' Nadia has been in prison too, 
accused of teaching young Palestinian children 
while schools were closed. 

Iman Hammoury speaks In Philadelphia. 

The women spoke forcefully about the need 
for reconciliation. They asked the people of the 
United States to help them by stopping military 
aid so that the repression will stop and 
negotiations may be held. They called for 
medical help, "since many people are injured 
in the uprising and cannot go to hospitals 
without risking detention." Audiences 
responded warmly. High school students in 
Syracuse started a book and school supply 
collection. The City University of New York 
and Hunter College formally resolved to 
become sister institutions with Bir Zeit, 
planning to exchange students and faculty. 

Close to the end of the tour, Iman offered a 
spontaneous prayer at an Episcopal church 
service in Boston, "I pray for the Palestinian 
people in the We t Bank and Gaza, for the 
occupation to end, for the plight of our people 
and the suffering to end. I pray that, like any 
other people, Palestinians may come to enjoy 
the right to self-determination in their own 
land . I pray that the people in the Holy Land 
may live together in peace and dignity." 

AFSC has worked in the Middle East 
since 1948. AFSC supports kindergartens 
and pre-school programs in refugee 
camps in Gaza, a project to combat Arab 
and Israeli stereotypes in school 
curricula, an institution that fosters joint 
Arab and Jewish economic ventures in 
the region, a 16-year-old Quaker Legal 
Aid Center that offers education and 
legal assistance to Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories, and health 
programs in the West Bank and 
Lebanon. AFSC staff in the region also 
include Quaker International Affairs 
Representatives, based in Jordan, who 
foster dialogue and reconciliation among 
a wide range of parties in many sectors 
of the Middle East, while at the same 
time providing vital information to U.S. 
educational networks. 

In the United States, the AFSC 
promotes public education and 
constructive U.S. foreign policy through 
a network of regional staff and 
volunteers. AFSC has hosted Israeli and 
Arab speakers who explore the 
possibilities for peace with a wide range 
of U.S. audiences. A Compassionate 
Peace, revised in 1989, contains AFSC's 
views on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

AFSC's proposals for Middle East 
peace include: negotiations for peace, 
freely entered into by Israelis and 
Palestinians; self-determination for both 
groups; mutual recognition; and mutual 
security. These principles can best be 
met, AFSC believes, by the existence of 
two states, Israeli and Palestinian, side 
by side. 

r------------- --- ---- --------------------

EXERCISE YOU 
Are you using your will power to 
affect the future in ways that are 
important to you? How will you 
sustain your hopes and aspira
tions for future generations? 

Exercise your right to share 
assets according to your vision of 
the world. Your will ensures that 
your resolutions will be followed 
and your legacy perpetuated. It is 
a once in a lifetime testament for 
those you love and for the causes 
you care about. 

We at AFSC urge everyone to 
draw up a will. We hope that you 
may decide to include a bequest to 
AFSC in your plans. Take the time 
now to prepare for the future! 

WILLPOWER! 
AFSC's Office of Deferred Giv

ing has information that may be 
helpful in formulating your will. 
Please complete and return the 
coupon below to Lyn Back or Sara 
Crimm, or call (215) 241-7095. 

:

~ To: Lyn Back/Sara Crimm * 
Office of Deferred Giving 
American Friends 
Service Committee 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

I Please send me information on Wills, Bequests 
I and Estate Planning. 

I I have included the A.F.S.C. in my Estate Plans. 

I Name _____________ _ 

I 
I Address -------------

Telephone -------------
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Nicaraguans' misery leads to change in government 
Stephen G. Cary, Chairperson 

of the American Friends Service 
Committee, monitored the recent 
Nicaraguan election as part of a 
Witness for Peace delegation. 
Some of his reflections upon his 
return are shared here. 

I returned early in March from 
a third visit to Nicaragua, this 
time as an invited observer of the 
election. I was disturbed to find 
in the U.S. media and in the 
Congress a mood of trium
phalism, as if the Violeta 
Chamorro victory launched 
democracy in Nicaragua and vin
dicated U.S. interventionist policy 
over the last 10 years. 

Who and what was respon
sible for the misery? It is 
easy and comforting to 
blame Sandinista incompe
tence, and there was some 
of that, but the prime re
sponsibility has to rest with 
calculated Washington 
policy. 

On the contrary, I found that 
the election was the end product 
of a democratic process, not its 
harbinger, and credit for its 
emergence rests with the Ortega 
government, which presided over 
the planning and execution of the 
most carefully monitored election 
in history. 

The election was carried out in 
a country devastated by seven 
years of war. The Nicaraguans 
felt they were in imminent danger 
of invasion. The nation has poor 
transport and communication 
facilities and a desperately im
poverished electorate barely freed 
from illiteracy and trapped in a 
collapsing economy. 

Against this background, 90% 
of Nicaragua's eligible voters 
registered and 85% of these 
registered voters came out of the 
barrios and hills to stand quietly 
in line for an average of two 
hours in the hot sun to cast their 
ballots in a wholly violence-free 
election. It was a monumental 
accomplishment. The United 
Nations, the Organization of 
American States, and Jimmy 
Carter's presidential group made 
important contributions to the 
process, but the ultimate respon
sibility rested with Daniel Ortega 
and the Electoral Commission, 
and they met it well. 

Some observers in the United 
States acknowledged retroactively 
that the Sandinistas did a good 
job with the elections, but then 
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concluded that they mismanaged 
the economy egregiously and 
failed to bring peace to a war
weary people and that for these 
failures the Nicaraguan people 
punished the party by repudiating 
the revolution and throwing the 
rascals out. This, too, I think is a 
misreading. 

The vote was certainly punish
ment, but it was not a repudia
tion. There are still new winds 
blowing to our south, and the 
United States will not regain its 
century-old ownership of 
Nicaragua. The voters' wrath was 
directed at conditions that had 
become so intolerable that the 
people could no longer bear 
them. When parents can't feed 
their children and their drafted 
sons are dying endlessly in the 
mountains, there comes a time 
when change, any change, is im
perative. And change came, riding 
on the back of misery. Who and 
what was responsible for the 
misery? It is easy and comforting 
to blame Sandinista incom
petence, and there was some of 
that, but the prime responsibility 
has to rest with calculated 
Washington policy. 

The United States methodically 
destroyed the Nicaraguan 
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economy with its trade embargo. 
Massive U.S. military operations 
in Honduras forced the 
Sandinistas to divert resources to 
defense that were urgently needed 
elsewhere. The United States 
devastated the country with a 
mercenary army recruited, 
trained, and equipped by the 
CIA. It is all part of a Pentagon 
strategy called low intensity war
fare, the modern way of dealing 
with recalcitrant Third World 
countries. And it worked in ~ 

Nicaragua. It took 10 years but < 

on February 25, the people finally & 
cried uncle. $ 

Reagan-Bush policymakers are L--~=&L..a 

understandably ecstatic. But Stephen G. Cary 

before we join in the celebration, 
shouldn't we pause and ask 
ourselves whether a policy that 
depends for its success on reduc-
ing millions of human beings in a 
poor and tiny country to a level 
of misery that is beyond enduring 
is one worthy of a great nation? 
Argentinean Bishop 
Pagura, the president of the Latin 
American Council of Churches, 
raised this question on the day 
following the election when he 
said in Managua: "We fervently 
hope that this significant ex
perience in Nicaragua will mark 

for the United States the end of 
an arbitrary and arrogant policy, 
which has no justification, not 
before God nor before the con
sciousness of humankind." 

Wouldn't Americans do well to 
reflect on the Bishop's words? 

Major articles by Stephen G. Cary 
and Ann Stever on Nicaragua appear 
in the May Friends Journal. To receive 
the May issue, send $2 to: FRIENDS 

loURNAL, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadel
phia, PA 19102. (For a one year 
subscription send $18.) 
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As a Quaker organiza
tion, the American 
Friends Service 
Committee carries on 
its programs as an ex
pression of a belief in 
the dignity and worth of 
each person and in a 
faith in the power of 
love and nonviolence to 
bring about change. 
The work is supported 
financially by 
individuals of different 
persuasions who care 
about service, develop
ment, justice and 
peace. 
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