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New Hampshire: 
war exercises 
& peace talks 

Military helicopters began buzzing the 
villages and hilltops of northern New 
Hampshire in mid-September. Soon posters 
began appearing in local stores asking North 
Country residents for help locating "enemy 
guerrilla forces" operating in the area. 

"If you observe suspicious individuals or 
groups wearing a mixture of camouflage and 
civilian clothing, often unshaven, carrying 
green backpacks and rifles, please call us at 
once," read the notice. Bold letters said, 
"Report Sightings to: 10th Mountain Division" 
with a phone number in Maine listed at the 
bottom. 

No, a Quebec invasion force had not 
infiltrated into the White Mountains. It was the 
U.S. Army conducting military training 
exercises in the techniques of "low intensity 
conflict." The exercise gave New Hampshire a 
brief exposure to U.S. Army training methods 
and gave AFSC a unique opportunity for some 
training of our own. 

"Firestorm '88," as the exercise was titled, 
began September 19, 1988 when the 10th 
Mountain Division dropped 200 soldiers into 
the White Mountains by helicopter and 
parachute. These were the guerrillas. 

On the other side were another 120 troops 
from the 10th Mountain Division, a "light 
infantry" unit based at Fort Drum, New York. 
They played the role of local civilians, being 
trained in the techniques of counter-insurgency 
by 150 Green Berets of the 10th Special Forces 
Group. Also in the exercise were members of 
the Fort Bragg, North Carolina-based 96th Civil 
Affairs Battalion. The mission of the counter
insurgents was to locate and capture the 
guerillas. 

Army spokespeople had said the request for 
residents to get involved was intended to 
simulate realistic wartime conditions. In the 
spirit of realism, some of us in New Hampshire 
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Nicaraguans and Brazilians during an AFSC health care workshop on pesticide problems. 

'South-South' visits successful 
Two recent exchange visits-one by women 

from Laos to the Philippines, the other by 
farmers and agricultural technicians from 
Northeast Brazil to Nicaragua and 
El Salvador-illustrate AFSC's concern for and 
involvement in "south-south" exchanges. 
These are opportunities for people from one 
"Third World" or economically deprived 
community to meet, share, and learn with 
people from another such community. AFSC's 
role is to facilitate-to put groups in touch, to 
deal with logistics as necessary, to help both 
sides plan and prepare, and to accompany the 
exchange. 

In November 1988, six members of the Lao 
Women's Union, some from the capital city of 
Vientiane and some from the provinces, 
traveled to the Philippines. They were 
accompanied by Quaker Service Laos staff 
Jacqui Chagnon and Bounlouane Sisouvanh, 
who translated between Lao and English, and 
by Catherine Shaw, AFSC International Affairs 
Representative based in Hong Kong, who 

arranged the exchange. They were joined by an 
equal number of Philippine women, from the 
organizations Gabriela and Pilipina. 

In ten days the group visited three successful 
women's income generating projects in Manila, 
met a group of women initiating a bag-making 
project in Baguio City, and spent a day at a 
technical center learning about bio-intensive 
gardening, low-input rice production, and fish 
culture-all relevant both to rural Laos and to 
the Philippines. 

In late October 1988, six farmers and 
agricultural technicians, chosen by rural 
organizations of which they are members, 
traveled from Northeast Brazil to Nicaragua. 
They were accompanied by AFSC agronomist 
Regina Camargo, who had arranged the visit on 
the Brazil side and who provided translation 
between Portuguese and Spanish, and they 
were met by Nelly Torres, AFSC educator in 
the agricultural health and safety program, 
who traveled with them in Nicaragua. 

Continued on page 8 

AFSC targets crisis in affordable housing 

Housing demonstration outside the Massachusetts state house. 

She gets up in the morning, in a 
small motel room outside Boston with 
her children. No place to cook, except 
perhaps a small hotplate. The bed takes 
up most of the space in the room, so the 
children play in the halls and the 
parking lot. She worries about them, 
even so close, because she doesn't know 
who is living next door. 

These are the new homeless - one or 
two-parent families who couldn't make 
the rent or missed the mortgage 
payments. In Boston, which has one of 
the highest levels of temporary shelter 
in the country, this family will find a 
roof over their heads. 

"However," aays Angela O'Callaghan 
of AFSC's Boston staff, "the crisis in 
affordable housing in this country 

means that it is very unlikely that this 
family can find a permanent home." 

AFSC has worked on housing issues 
for almost 60 years, starting with 
helping coal miners in Pennsylvania in 
1937. AFSC provided people and 
resources to help launch both the 
National Tenants Organization and the 
National Low-Income Housing Coalition. 
In California and Florida, staff have been 
involved in creating self-help housing for 
farmworkers and exposing bad housing 
conditions through books and public 
reports. 

AFSC staff say that they have never 
seen the present level of crisis, with 
increasing millions of families and 
individuals without homes. 

Continued on page 7 



Journey to North Korea 

Imagine that the Mason-Dixon line persists 
in the United States as an international 
boundary, heavily militarized, with huge 
armies facing one another, the nation in the 
south bristling with nuclear weapons. Think of 
two different economic systems on either side 
of this line: each successful in its own terms, 
but dependent on other nations who support 
one side and condemn the other for their own 
benefit. And imagine that while the physical 
damage inflicted in a bloody war forty years 
ago is nearly repaired, families tom asunder 
are still divided and mourn their separation. 
This is the reality for North and South Korea. 

We in the United States have little access 
to North Korea and infrequent reason to think 
about the tragedy and danger of a peninsula 
divided into enemy camps. 

The recent Olympic games brought Korea to 
the public attention. However, the AFSC has 
been engaged in a sustained effort since the 
late 1970s to promote dialogue on the 
concerns of both North and South Korea and to 
explore issues of reconciliation and 
reunification on the Korean peninsula. 

While the U.S. now has active trade and 
diplomatic relations with China and the Soviet 
Union, North Korea is represented in the 

Editorial by Asia Bennett, executive secretary, AFSC 

United States only through a mission at the 
United Nations in New York. Travel of the 
North Korean representatives is limited to a 
25-mile radius of New York City. The only time 
members of the mission have left the New York 
area overnight was as weekend guests of the 
AFSC in 1987. During the weekend they 
relaxed and met staff of the AFSC and a farm 
family in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area. 

Over the years, representatives of the AFSC 
have gone to North Korea to see for ourselves, 
to invite visitors to our country, to encourage 
discussion which we hope will lead to 
increased understanding. 

Last summer I visited North Korea for the 
first time, travelling to Pyongyang from Beij
ing. The capital city lies on an ancient site in 
the bend of a beautiful river not far from the 
sea. It is a modem city, visually striking due 
to the innovative architecture of its public 
buildings. Construction cranes punctuate the 
skyline as highrise apartment buildings go up 
to accommodate families. A grandly decorated 
subway serves part of the city, while many in
habitants take buses or walk to work. 

At construction sites hand labor and heavy 
machinery are both employed. Intensively 
cultivated fields seen from the train window il
lustrate North Korea's effort to feed its popula-

tion. One gets the sense of a society which has 
enough for its people's needs but not a great 
deal of surplus. 

My brief opportunity to see and hear for 
myself the concerns and aspirations of our 
Korean hosts illustrates the power of direct 
experience and strengthens my commitment to 
efforts that promote contact between peoples 
at all levels. 

My trip was the third made by AFSC 
representatives to North Korea since 1980 to 
understand the country. the culture and the 
problems left as a legacy of the Korean War. In 
that same period, the Service Committee has 
held three conferences on reunification and 
published, in 1987, the book Two Koreas: One 
Future? 

The AFSC believes that peace can only be 
made among people who know one another and 
between nations which can freely talk and 
negotiate with one another. It is encouraging 
that there is now the promise of talks between 
North and South Korea and that the United 
States is easing restrictions on trade and 
diplomatic contact with the North. We look 
forward to increased interaction between the 
U.S. and North Korea, leading to unders.tanding 
and at times, perhaps, increased need to 
challenge one another. 

European, U.S. peace leaders coordinate efforts 
"For years we had the Cold War and the 

arms race; now we have detente and the arms 
race," said Stephen Brown of the (British) 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Stephen 
Brown was speaking at an extraordinary 
"summit meeting" of West European and 
North American peace movement leaders, the 
first meeting of its kind in the United States. 

The fifty participants of the International 
Peace Communication and Coordination Center 
(IPCC) agreed that, for the Soviet Union at 
least, "the Cold War is over." Michael 
MccGwire, a former British military officer 
now at the Brookings Institute, stressed the 
change in the Soviet approach to security. 
"They now recognize that political instruments 
are more important than military ones. And 
they know they are more secure now than they 
were five years ago-because of the political 
initiatives they have taken." 

The meeting was primarily organized by 
Bruce Birchard, AFSC Disarmament Program. 
Bruce has attended regular meetings of 
European peace movement leaders in Europe 
for several years, usually as the only North 
American delegate. "With radical changes 
taking place in the Soviet Union and Europe, I 
knew we had to bring together the leadership 
of the U.S. peace movement with key European 
activists," said Bruce. 

The result of Bruce's work was a week of 
discussions in Washington, D.C., and at the 
University of Massachusetts (Amherst) in early 
December, 1988. Nineteen Europeans from 
nine nations attended. Most of the Europeans 
then went on speaking tours to meet with local 
political leaders and activists in 20 states 
including Georgia, North and South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, New Mexico, California and most of 
the New England and Middle Atlantic states. 
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Jim Matlack of AFSC (left) and two European activists meet with Senator Simon's aides. 

The Disarmament Program worked closely 
with the British-American Security Information 
Council (BASIC) to organize the speaking tour. 
The two groups emphasized media coverage 
and had great results. In Albuquerque and San 
Antonio, for instance, Louis Lemkow, a 
Spanish researcher and leader in the Catalan 
Anti-Nuclear Committee, gave interviews to 
four newspaper reporters and appeared on 
local television and radio stations. Dan Plesch, 
a British activist and director of BASIC, met 
with the editorial boards of five San Francisco 
area newspapers and appeared on three radio 
programs. And an interview with Marjorie 
Thompson, also from the the United Kingdom, 
appeared in the Asheville, North Carolina 
Citizen next to the story on Gorbachev's 
December 7 speech to the United Nations on 
reducing Soviet troop levels in Europe. 

Coordinating through IPCC, member groups 
in the early '80s organized millions of 
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Europeans for demonstrations in opposition to 
the deployment of U.S. cruise and Pershing II 
missiles and to get rid of their Soviet 
counterparts. The groups have now prepared a 
common political platform for use during the 
June, 1989 European-wide elections to the 
Europe.an Parliament. This platform stresses 
demilitarization, an end to the Cold War and 
the East-West bloc system, and opposition to 
proposed NATO "modernization" of new 
nuclear weapons in Europe not covered by the 
INF Treaty. 

Public opinion in many European countries 
runs strongly in favor of expanded detente and 
demilitarization. IPCC member groups will be 
campaigning vigorously for withdrawal and 
demobilization of all U.S. and Soviet troops 
from foreign soil and for the de-nuclearization 
of Europe. Many of the North American groups 
meeting at Amherst committed themselves to 
supporting these efforts strongly. 
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Peace talks from page 1 

asked ourselves, "How would we respond if a 
guerilla war were raging in the White 
Mountains?" The answer was the White 
Mountain Peacemaking Initiative, organized by 
AFSC together with the New Hampshire 
Central America Network and members of the 
North Country Peace and Justice Coalition. 

On Friday, October 7, six days before 
Firestorm '88 was scheduled to end, Ash 
Eames of the Central America Network called 
the phone number listed on the army's posters. 
"I told them I represented the White Mountain 
Peacemaking Initiative," he said, "and 
informed them we were calling for an 
immediate cease-fire." 

Ash told the counter-insurgency 
representative we would host a negotiation 
session the following Monday at the 
Community Church of Christ in Franconia, so 
that the warring parties could resolve their 
conflict through peaceful means. 

The Initiative's call for a negotiated 
settlement met with a puzzled reaction from 
the Army. After mulling it over for several 
hours, Captain Gregory Rhine of the 96th Civil 
Affairs Battalion responded that peace 
negotiations were not in the Army's training 
guidelines. 

Undeterred by the refusal to negotiate, Ash 
gave the time and place for the peace talks and 
asked Capt. Rhine to give the information to 
both sides. 

When the appointed hour came, a table was 
set with places for two negotiators and 
representatives of the guerrilla and counter· 
guerrilla sides. Ash and Rev. Paula Wolcott 
explained the Peacemaking Initiative to 
reporters. while I provided background on the 
relationship between Firestorm '88 and U.S. 
strategies for Third World intervention. 

The military forces that participated in 
Firestorm '88 are among those being 
specifically trained for interventionist wars in 
the Third World. The Tenth Mountain Division, 
for example, is one of five "light infantry 
divisions" created, according to an Army 
statement, to "be able to fight anytime, 
anywhere, and against any opponent." Green 
Berets, like the Tenth Special Forces, are used 
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as advisers in Third World countries. The 
mission of the 96th Civil Affairs battalion is to 
cultivate a more benign image for a 
government or military threatened by 
insurrection, to be accomplished by training 
"friendly" troops to conduct economic and 
social development projects. 

Although the combatants never showed up 
for the peace talks, our own training exercise 
was a success. To carry it out, we had to think 
through how we would respond to a war in our 
midst and how we might actually facilitate 
negotiations between warring armies. 

The major purpose of the Peacemaking 
Initiative, though, was to help the public 
realize that what may look like a Hollywood 
movie or a war "game" is preparation for the 
real thing. If citizens insist that peaceful 
diplomacy is preferable to belligerence, 
political and military leaders will be more wary 
of involvement in future wars. 

by Arnie Alpert, AFSC New Hampshire 
staffperson. Thanks to the Progressive 
magazine for allowing AFSC to reprint parts 
of this article. 

Simple Living with a Living Trust 
Are there problems that you face in your retirement or estate 
plannin_g which might be solved with a Living Trust? Are you 
wonde_nng h~w to protect the welfare of a relative? Do you worry 
about 1ncreas1ng taxes on land which is no longer useful to you? 

We can help you arrange a Living Trust which may: 

t/ Provide financial support to an individual now which continues throughout his or 
her lifetime; 

I/ Provide immediate tax savings including the ability to shelter capital gains on 
property in the trust; 

t/ Convert excess land into an income producing asset for yourself and one other 
beneficiary; 

I/ Eliminate the costs and worries of ownership without sacrificing income; 

t/ Insure the future work of the Service Committee. 

ALI inquiries are treated confidentially. If you are interested in learning more about a 
Living Trust, please send in the attached coupon or call Lyn Back of AFSC's 
Office of Deferred Giving at (215) 241-7092. Thank you. 

To: Lyn Back 
Office of Deferred Giving 
American Friends Service Committee 
1501 herry Street 

N/\MI- ----------------
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 

Please send me information on how 1 ca n be involved in 
AFS 's work through the Living Trust Progra m. 
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Native Americans 
set standard 
at land gathering 

"Joyful and awesome," is the way AFSC 
staffperson Gene Jones characterized the 
"Who Owns the Land?" conference held in 
Omaha, Nebraska this past January. AFSC 
provided both crucial early financial support 
and Gene's time to serve as one of the key 
organizers of the conference. 

The 260 participants were brought together 
because of the powerful meaning of the land in 
relation to the livelihood and history of their 
communities. Asian-American, Black, White, 
Hispanic, and Native· American men and 
women saw, many for the first time, the 
commonalities that bind them to the earth and 
one another as they consider the multiple 
threats to the right use of the the land. The 
presence of speakers from El Salvador, 
Palestine, South Africa and Brazil further 
broadened the understanding of land 
dispossession. 

Vine Deloria, Standing Rock Sioux author, 
spoke about the Native American ideal of 
making the land a safe and viable place for all 
living things. In a keynote address attended by 
500 people, he suggested that "country" was a 
more appropriate term than "land." "A people 
cannot own a country: they can only occupy a 
responsible position within it." According to 
Gene Jones, this regard for the land became 
the standard for the work of the whole 
conference. The destruction of the 
environment, the capture of arable land for 
speculation, urbanization and industrial use, 
the annexation of land into ever larger tracts 
owned by anonymous corporations, and even 
world hunger, were all issues best understood 
and articulated in the ethos provided by Native 
Americans. "The Black Hills are our church, 
and they are not for sale," stated Nellie Red 
Owl, a Lakota woman in her eighties. 

"We wanted people to make the connections 
between their personal and ethnic histories 
and the fact that so much social unrest around 
the world is related to questions of land," said 
Gene Jones. 

As the conference proceeded, Native 
Americans recognized their own history of 
dispossession in the Japanese-American 
experience of internment. Blacks, who have 
lost land since the Reconstruction in the 
South, understood the way Hispanics have 
suffered violations of land grants. Blacks and 
Hispanics who had once been farmers spoke of 
the loss of their land and their experience as 
farmworkers for other owners. White farmers 
from the Midwest acknowledged that what is 
happening to their farms in recent years 
connects them with the permanent 
uprootedness of other peoples. 

Women played a critical role in the planning 
and development of the conference, and women 
and land issues were discussed in several 
workshops. Through the personal stories of 
people who belong deeply to the land (even 
when the land doesn't legally belong to them), 
vital links were made across cultures, gender, 
age, and even nations, in an emotionally 
charged atmosphere. 

In the closing session Salvadoran refugee 
America Sosa spoke about the destruction of 
land and rural life as one more effect of war, 
and Valeria Rezende, AFSC's staffperson in 
Brazil, told participants that they had power, 
"You, together, are no longer a minority!" 

In the recognition of a common experience 
and profound responsibility for the 
stewardship of the land, the conference was 
successful beyond planners' expectations. 
AFSC staffperson Gene Jones will be working 
with other groups to see that the new forces 
coming out of the conference are channeled 
into action. 
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T
hroughout the United 
States and in selected 
locations around the 
world, AFSC is involved 

in making a difference in the lives 
of youth. Projects include 
advocacy work in the schools for 
students and their parents and 
work with teens and those in their 
early 20's, helping young people 
build self-awareness and a sense 
of their own ability to carry out 
positive activities and community 
change. (You've read about some 
of these projects-in Colorado, 
Florida, New York and Oregon-in 
earlier issues of Quaker Service 
Bulletin.) 

Programs which address the 
need for peace and justice in 
Central America and southern 
Africa work with student groups 
around the U.S .. organizing in 
high schools, colleges and 
universities. Internationally, AFSC 
has focitsed for many years on 
work with young children who live 
in the Middle East. In this article, 
youth work in Chile and the 
United States will be highlighted. 

Chile 

In Chile, the economic policies 
imposed by the dictatorship have 
brought high unemployment rates 
(near 80 percent for youth) and a 
sharply lower standard of living. 
Malnutrition has become endemic 
in urban shantytowns. With 
idleness and little hope for a 
future, many young people have 
turned to drugs. For some, 
prostitution has become a way to 
survive. The government 
repression of peaceful opposition 
movements has hit shantytown 
youth with particular fury. 

AFSC supports a large youth 
organization in Santiago in an 
area of high unemployment. The 
organization is made up of some 
200 young people from 12 to 25 
years of age, 1,200 younger 
children and 65 women. With 
AFSC assistance, the young people 
have developed programs for 
adolescents, plus a year-round 
recreation program and a summer 
camp for local children. 

They have learned to work with 
the children, to teach cooperative 
games and peaceful approaches to 
conflict resolution. 

The youth help the children with 
their own theater and craft 
classes, either in parish centers or 
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AFSC a&SiSts 200 Chilean young people In 1helr work with over 1,200 chlldren. 

on the streets. They also provide 
sex education programs for other 
young people as a way of 
addressing the growing number of 
teenage pregnancies. For some of 
the youth, being involved with the 
project has been a way of working 
through the emotional and 
physical scars of repression and 
torture. 

AFSC acts as an advisor for the 
youth organization and offers 
workshops where young people 
can learn leadership skills, human 
relations, communications, 
community organizing and new 
recreational activities. AFSC staff 
work on personal development and 
stress values. 

"This youth group is unique in 
Chile because the youth make all 
the decisions," says the AFSC 
staff. "We may at times disagree 
or dislike the decisions, but this is 
the only way they are going to 
learn since the society gives them 
no such opportunity. They are 
only going to learn if they can try 
out what they think is right." 

United States 

In the United States, several 
projects offer young people an 
alternative vision of what their 
lives and communities might be 
like and then work with the young 
people to help them become active 
agents of social change. 

Chicago 

Fundishi Mpatanishi in Chicago, 
Illinois leads a youth intern 
program. "We try to show the 
young people that there are 
options," says Mpatanishi (whom 
everyone refers to by his last 
name). "You can't just go into a 
poor neighborhood and say 'Don't 
join the military.' For many young 
people it's a job, it's a way to get 
away from the street gangs, it's a 
way to get an education and a sign 
of accomplishment. 

"What we say to young people 
is that it's the number one job of 
the military to teach people to kill. 
That all the other stuff aside, 
that's what they do, teach you to 
kill someone. So, that's the role 
and you need to understand that. 

"We try to show young people 
that there are other options to get 
an education, other options to get 
a job. And in the meantime, we 
teach the young people some new 
skills.·· 

Each year five interns are 
trained in organizing techniques -
how to conduct a meeting, how to 
write a leaflet, how to coordinate 
people or groups around a topic. 
Each intern is then placed with a 
local group, including the Midwest 
Academy, Clergy and Laity 
Concerned and the AFSC. 

There they are involved in the 
ongoing work of the organization. 
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"Not just filing," says Zsaji Garth, 
one of the recent interns, "but 
being involved in the real work." 
In addition, the interns attend 
career nights at local high schools. 
"The military recruiter is on one 
side of the gym," continues Zsaji, 
"and we're on the other side 
giving our rap." 

Baltimore 

In Baltimore, Fran Donelan has 
worked on a youth and militarism 
program for over fifteen years. 
"I've never believed in the 'me' 
generation that's talked about," 
says Fran. "I think young people 
are not given the information they 
need by the schools and other in
stitutions. They're not taught the 
complete story about the environ
ment, about militarism, about the 
past, including the Vietnam War. 
How can they care or act if they 
don't have the information?" 

Last year Fran and the 
Baltimore program interns spoke 
to over 10,000 students. Fran has 
also created the Youth Advisory 
Council. Between 15 and 25 
students from schools throughout 
the Baltimore area meet over the 
course of the year to organize the 
Youth Awareness Day held in 
April. At the April conference 
students hear from resource peo
ple on topics ranging from U.S.
Soviet relations to violence in 
their own schools. 



work together 
partners for change 

San Francisco 

In San Francisco, California, 
AFSC staff has worked since 1982 
with a group of young people who 
sought to "hold adults account
able for our future." AFSC staff 
recruited young people from 
schools and playgrounds to get in
volved in a public education pro
cess. "They were all 9, 10, 
11-year-olds at the time," says 
Jean Ishibashi, staff of the pro
ject, "still very excited, fresh, with 
new ideas." The young people pro
duced public service announce
ments in English, Spanish and 
Cantonese on the subject of peace 
and its relationship to their future. 

Several of the young people 
stayed together the following year 
and began work on oral histories. 
They've produced a videotape, 
interviewing U.S. veterans who 
were nuclear victims, including 
those who went into Japan to 
work on clean-up crews after the 
U.S. bombed Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The young people 
developed their skills as 
interviewers and video technicians 
through the process. Today, their 
videotape is used by schools, 
community groups and churches 
across the country. 

Across the bay from San 
Francisco, the Oakland Peace and 
Justice Youth Outreach Project 
was started in 1982. Since that 
time youth have carried out 
educational work throughout the 
area about military life and the 
draft and their relationship to 
joblessness and other struggles 
young people face. 

AFSC youth programs in the 
U.S. and internationally draw 
inspiration and knowledge from 
the youth themselves. Young 
people share with AFSC their 
experience with neighborhoods, 
schools, the justice system, the 
military and other institutions. 
Through their input, young people 
help shape and build AFSC youth 
work as it evolves. 

The AFSC, through its 
staffpeople and comtnittees, works 
with the young people to give 
them some new understandings 
and skills and a sense of their 
ability to build their communities 
for the future. "AFSC is about 
empowerment,'' says Mpatanishi. 
"The young people see that the 
work is not just social service, but 
that it's about real change. That 
makes them want to stick with it." 

San Francisco youth group plans oral history project with AFSC advisor Jean Ishibashi. 

Summer youth projects in Cuba, Mexico 

In recent years, AFSC has been 
involved in two international summer 
projects which welcome North American 
youth. In Cuba, the program is organized 
¥1d hosted by COEBAC, an organization 
61 Cuban Baptists. College age young 
~ople work on small farms near Havana, 
helping with the planting and care of 
sugar and food crops. They also speak at 
church services and hold discussions with 
Cuban youth on issues of religion and 
society. 

In Mexico, youth participants follow in 
the footsteps of the more than 3,500 
volunteers who have worked in Mexico 
and the Caribbean in rural villages which 
have invited "los Amigos" since 1939. 
The work of the projects has included 
construction and repair of schools, 
clinics, roads, houses, and irrigation 
systems. Projects have also worked with 
reforestation, gardening, health and 
nutrition. Each project develops from the 
needs of the community and the initiative 
and skills of the participants. 

1 
~ 
~ 251,,.. ________________ ..... 

The participants have a chance for discussion. 

Both programs require Spanish 
language skills. For more information on 
either program, contact: the Latin 
American and Caribbean Desk, Interna
tional Division, AFSC. 1501 Cherry St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. 
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Physical therapist at work 
on West Bank 

Ia October, 1988 the AFSC sent Jill 
Tarasuk, a Canadian physiotherapist, to work 
with a grassroots organization of health care 
providers in the West Bank where physical 
therapy is a seriously underrepresented 
medical speciality. 

Jill works in a village clinic in the Hebron 
district and occasionally travels with mobile 
clinics to outlying villages. Her work is often 
interrupted by strikes and curfews in the 
course of the Palestinian uprising. Still, she 
has been able to treat close to 40 patients; 
some she has continued to see over a period of 
weeks. 

Jill works with a local doctor and a 
translator from the village whom she is 
informally training in the fundamentals of 
physical therapy. 

Her patients range from children to adults 
and their conditions include congenital 
problems, polio, accidental or work-related 
injuries and problems resulting from clashes 
with soldiers in the uprising. Jill also 
participates in educational programs for village 
health care workers and doctors to increase 
their understanding of physical therapy. 

Baltimore, Syracuse 

public meetings 

discuss racism 

Racism in education, employment, health 
and housing was the topic for discussion at 
two AFSC public meetings held in Baltimore, 
Maryland and Syracuse, New York. 

On January 15, Dr. Martin Luther King's 
birthday, AFSC's Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
co-sponsored a seminar with the Women's Inter
national League for Peace and Freedom to talk 
about racism in Baltimore and to consider 
solutions. An interracial group of over 100 par
ticipants met. One woman said on the seminar 
evaluation sheet, "I've never been in a group 
before where I felt this comfortable to speak 
about how I felt. We've been able to share in
formation and experiences." Others said they 
appreciated the good spirit and communication 
as well as the information they gained. 

In Syracuse, New York in November, AFSC's 
Black and White Dialogue Group sponsored a 
town meeting on racism at the Lafayette 
United Methodist Church. The day-long inter
racial gathering brought together parents, 
educators, clergy, youth, human service 
workers and people from the general 
community. 

Participants examined the causes and symp
toms of racism, related their own experiences, 
identified specific problem areas, and looked at 
responses that could be made. They noted 
promising efforts already underway to improve 
race relations. The keynote speaker was 
Harvard professor Charles Willie, an authority 
on race relations. 

In both Syracuse and Baltimore, a number of 
participants continue to meet to plan future 
workshops and study groups on racism. As 
harmonious as the groups were, one woman 
commented, "We have a long way to go before 
even we understand each other." 

Mali nomads harvest successful crop 

It's beautiful to see light green rice plants 
shining against an expanse of white sand. In 
the seven Tamashek communities which 
participate in AFSC's Mali Nomad Program, the 
once-a-year rice harvest of late 1988 yielded 
50 metric tons of grain, enough to feed the 
population for three months. This was the first 
good grain harvest in the area since the early 
1980s. 

The harvest was no miracle, however. Hard 
work made it possible: digging out fields to 
catch rain and river flood-water, making rice 
nurseries, watering the seedlings twice a day, 
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transplanting the young plants into the dug
out fields, protecting the fields from birds and 
locusts. 

Locusts threatened to destroy the 
successful rice plants, but the government 
provided insecticide sprays to the local 
populations and communities quickly 
mobilized to kill them. 

The insects did damage some of the 
vegetable crop. Nevertheless, the communities 
succeeded in producing tomatoes, carrots, 
cabbage, beans, okra, lettuce and onions. 

AFSC responds to hurricane 

When Hurricane Joan hit Nicaragua last 
October, it left thousands homeless. In 
southern Zelaya on the Atlantic Coast it also 
devastated agriculture, forests and the fishing 
industry. AFSC's response was to airlift 
50,000 pounds of relief supplies to the town of 
Bluefields-a collaborative effort with OXFAM
America and groups of people from the 
Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua who now live in 
the United States. As the picture above from 
Bluefields shows, the carpentry tools are being 
used to rebuild houses and schools. 

AFSC is currently exploring ways to 
contribute to the economic recovery through 
restoration of fishing and farming. 

Women's March, 
Supreme Court case 

Loretta Ross (far left) of the National 
Organization for Women staff meets with AFSC 
staff during planning for the March for 
Women's Survival/Women's Lives in 
Washington D.C. AFSC was a co-sponsor for 
the March, which focused on issues of 
reproductive rights and the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 

In a related development, AFSC joined an 
amicus brief of religious groups in a case 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, Webster v . 
Reproductive Health Services, dealing with a 
Missouri law which would ban abortions in 
public hospitals and forbid counseling on this 
subject by doctors and other employees 
associated with public facilities, effectively 
denying the option of legal abortion to poor 
women. 

AFSC has filed "friend of the court" briefs 
during earlier Supreme Court cases concerning 
reproductive rights. The AFSC community is 
deeply aware that the decision on whether or 
not to terminate a pregnancy is seldom an easy 
one because it involves many economic, moral, 
physical, family and personal considerations. 
In the current brief, the AFSC affirms support 
for a woman's right to follow her own 
conscience concerning childbearing, abortion 
and sterilization-free from coercion, including 
the coercion of poverty. 

The Service Committee continues to work on 
closely related issues, supporting adequate 
health care and nutrition for pregnant women, 
mothers, babies and children; access to 
education and to contraceptive information 
and methods; and adequate levels of public 
assistance for mothers and children. 



Housin 
In Boston, where AFSC started 

"My Sister's Place," there are 
skyrocketing rents and real estate 
prices. Women come to "My 
Sister's Place" to look through the 
book of housing listings that staff 
and volunteers put together or to 
get advice on making their way 
through the maze of agencies and 
regulations. 

"Originally, we created the book 
and handled all the requests for 
help," says Angela O'Callaghan, 
who along with Teri Russo serves 
as AFSC staff. "Now we have a 
core of volunteers: both what we 
call 'member volunteers,' those 
women who have have been 
homeless, and 'resource 
volunteers,' other women who 
want to help. The volunteers now 
clip city and suburban newspapers 
and call realtors for housing 
information. 

"One of our member volunteers 
is coordinating a project to bring 
together lists of resources for 
women in welfare motels," says 
Teri. "She is covering 20 different 
locations - listing where people 
can get medical aid, which schools 
will accept children. and where 
there are emergency food 
pantries." 

"We've run support groups in 
two of the welfare motels, offering 
as much information as we have. 
Step·by·step we are working to 
connect the women to each other. 
so that they can help each other,' ' 
says Angela. 

from age 1 

OAK.LAND, CALIFORNIA 

Across the country in Oakland, 
California, seventeen homeless 
people met with the head of the 
Alameda County Social Services 
on a Thursday afternoon in 
November. Each person presented 
one part of a list of demands for 
changes in the general assistance 
regulations. The director listened 
and on the spot made some of the 
administrative changes. Since then 
other changes have been made to 
humanize the workfare provisions 
and still more are expected. 

The seventeen homeless people 
were part of a five-day retreat 
organized by AFSC and the Union 
of the Homeless. "We need to 
build, or re-build, organizing and 
leadership skills among people 
who are on the street,'' says Terry 
Messman of the AFSC. "They 
know what it is to not have 
permanent housing, or medical 
care or education, and they can 
articulate these problems." 

At the retreat, the homeless 
participants were involved in over 
30 workshops, including five 
analyzing the welfare system and 
its history. Early Thursday 
afternoon, the participants 
practiced public speaking while 
being videotaped and then studied 
the videos. When they made their 
presentations to the social 
services director later that day. 
they had their own personal 
experience to speak from as well 
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Terry Messman (right) plans retreat with Fred Whittaker of the Homeless Union. 

as a great deal of information 
about the welfare system. 

Although pleased that some of 
their demands were immediately 
met. the group wants to push for 
all of them. To highlight some of 
the unmet needs, the participants 
served a Thanksgiving dinner to 
welfare recipients later that 
afternoon. 

Since 1988, when AFSC was 
approached by a local church to 
teach non-violent organizing skills 
to homeless people, Terry has 
helped with protests, vigils, tent 
cities, meetings with the city 
council, and a trip with 20 others 

to Washington D.C. to press for 
changes. 

"These are my friends now,'' 
says Terry. "They're not just 
people on the street. We've worked 
together even though that's been 
hard. It's very hard to show up for 
a meeting if you've slept outside 
the night before, or if you've 
gotten sick, but people have hung 
in there. Sometimes they leave for 
awhile and then come back. They 
face, we face together, a crisis 
which has to be addressed both 
locally and nationally - the need 
for permanent, affordable 
housing." 

AFSC plans work in Armenia 
Following the tragic 

earthquake in Armenia last 
December, the American Friends 
Service Committee was listed in 
the New York Times and other 
periodicals as an organization 
which was accepting donations for 
relief. As a result of this publicity, 
together with an ackowledged 
reputation in this field, AFSC has 
received nearly $300,000 and 
contributions continue. Those of 
us who have read the letters with 
contributions believe this 
outpouring of help is a tangible 
expression of the sense of good 
will which has developed as the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union take 
steps toward peace. 

According to information 
prepared by the World Council of 
Churches. authorities now confirm 
that the total death toll in 
Armenia was 25,000; there were 

For the next celebration on 
your list- birthday, anniversary, 
graduation, wedding- consider 
making a contribution in honor 
of your friend or relative to 
support worldwide Quaker 
Service. 

We'll send the person being 
honored a beautiful gift card 
featuring a watercolor iris with 
the Chinese proverb: "All the 

17,000 wounded and 114,000 
were evacuated. In total, the lives 
of approximately 500,000 people 
were disrupted by injury. loss or 
damage of their homes or by loss 
of family members. 

Soon after the earthquake, the 
Red Cross and Soviet authorities 
reported that all emergency relief 
needs had been met and that the 
government was on top of the 
efforts to clear the rubble. 
Therefore, the AFSC. together with 
other relief agencies in this 
country and in Europe, decided to 
hold donated funds for use in the 
reconstruction phase, which will 
begin in the spring and is expected 
to take at least two years and cost 
billions of dollars. 

AFSC has consulted with the US
USSR Friendship Society, Quaker 
Peace and Service (London), the 

World Council of Churches, the 
Mennonite Central Committee. the 
American Red Cross and the U.S. 
Government Office of Foreign 
Disaster Assistance. The AFSC is 
seeking to use contributed funds 
directly or through an agency 
close to the scene through which 
AFSC staff can maintain direct 
contact. We will update you on the 
progress of the work in the next 
Quaker Service Bulletin. 

AFSC ha• a history of 
continuing involvement with the 
Soviet Union stemming from the 
refugee and famine relief 
programs in Russia in 1918 and 
1921. For the past thirty years 
AFSC East-West programs have 
concentrated on creating 
opportunities for Soviet and 
American citizens to meet and talk 
about problems of mutual concern. 
The most recent reciprocal 

seminar. held in Bloomsburg, 
Pennsylvania, brought together 
Soviet, U.S., and African 
specialists and academics to 
discuss U.S. and Soviet policies 
vis-a-vis Africa. 

AFSC's participation in the 
reconstruction in Armenia will 
build upon these programs and 
continue a commitment to 
constructive contact with the 
Soviet people. As the specific 
planning for reconstruction goes 
forward, AFSC will be 
strengthened and informed by the 
contacts that have been made in 
the Soviet Union through the 
years. and the work will be carried 
out in close consultation with 
other development agencies. 

by Donna Jean Dreyer, acting 
associate executive secretary for 
finance, winter, 1989. 
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flowers of all the tomorrows are 
in the seeds of today." 

The message inside reads, 
"A gift from (your name) has 
been made in your honor for 

the work of the American 
Friends Service Committee, and 

will be used to help meet the 
needs of the world's people 

burdened by poverty, 
injustice and war." 
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Florida 
migrants 
face crisis 

AFSC's Florida Undocumented 
Workers Program operates in a 
continuing atmosphere of crisis 
caused by major changes, most of 
them for the worse, in the lives of 
refugees and immigrants. The new 
accelerated hearing process, which 
makes it impossible for asylum 
seekers to gain a fair hearing, and 
the announced intention to deny 
work authorization to most 
applicants have driven refugee 
communities into increasingly 
desperate situations. The 
implementation of the employer 
sanctions provisions of the 1986 
immigration law has pushed 
immigrant workers into more 
exploitative situations. 

In the midst of crisis, the 
program holds to its important 
and continuing goals to defend 
immigrant rights, to have an 
impact on public policies and 
practices as they relate to 
immigration. and to educate 
immigrant and refugee 
communities and the wider public. 

As the direct experience of AFSC 
work in Florida (as well as along 
the Mexico-U .S. border in Texas 
and California) began to reveal 
growing abuse in the enforcement 
of immigration law, AFSC 
designed a coordinated effort to 
focus public attention on this 
problem - the Immigration Law 
Enforcement Monitoring Project 
(ILEMP). An ILEMP component of 
the Florida Project documents 
abuse, seeks remedies, and tries to 
bring both the issues and their 
human dimension to public 
attention. 

In a recent 12-month period, 
abuses documented in Florida 
have included cases of physical 
abuse (including beatings using 
hands, boots and batons). verbal 
racial abuse, denial of due process. 
and entering without a search 
warrant or permission. 

A recent example: In Homestead, 
Florida, housing inspectors 
entered farmworker apartments 
allegedly to inspect them for code 
violations. Once the doors had 
been opened, INS staff entered, 
without warrants or residents' 
permission, and asked for papers. 
Mexican workers and one Mexican
American citizen were detained, 
the former in the Krome detention 
center, the latter in the Homestead 
jail, in handcuffs. (He was released 
several hours later.) 

AFSC staff charge that by 
allowing INS to accompany city 
officials on these raids, the city is 
violating privacy rights of citizens 
and non-citizens alike. Further. 
says Florida staff. police 
collaboration with INS creates in 
immigrant communities a 
justifiable fear of police and 
increased vulnerability to criminal 
acts. Who will be ready to turn to 
the police for protection? 
by Barbara Moffett, Community 
Relations Division 
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South-South from page 1 
activity. Furthermore, their 
exchanges bring together in a 
friendly encounter citizens of two 
nations, one Indo-Chinese and the 
other a member of ASEAN (the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations). whose alliances have 
been hostile for many years. 

Lao weavers learned how the Fllapinas generate Income from their work. 

The Brazilian farmers took 
back knowledge of pest control 
and other technologies that may 
be applicable in their work, and 
they established an exchange of 
information with Central 
Americans on medicinal plants 
and their uses. Rural Brazilians, 
Nicaraguans, and Salvadorans are 
working on common problems of 
access to land, violence and 
conflict, and national priorities. 
They should be able to do so more 
effectively as they can see their 
own ijtuations in a broader 
international perspective. 

During a week and a half, the 
Brazilians took part in a workshop 
on agricultural pesticides and 
visited projects of agricultural 
worker health monitoring and 
biological pest control 
development. They met with 
members of agricultural 
cooperatives, visited an 
appropriate technology center, and 
had several opportunities to talk 
with leaders about organizing and 
development in Nicaragua. They 
went on for an additional week's 
visit in El Salvador, where they 
met with similar groups. 

In each case, a return trip is 
planned. A group of Philippine 
women is visiting in Laos for two 
weeks in April, and a group of 
Nicaraguan and Salvadoran 
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As a Quaker organi
zation, the American 
Friends Service Com
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love and nonviolence 
to bring about change. 
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suasions who care 
about service, devel
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farmers will go to Northeast Brazil 
in the last quarter of 1989. 

The purpose of these exchanges 
is to enable the sharing of 
knowledge and experience, to help 
people value what they already 
know. to broaden horizons and 
build confidence, and to create 
bonds and networks among people 
of the south, confirming that it is 
not only the industrialized north 
that has technology to share. 

What is accomplished will 
become clearer over time, but the 
Lao women have seen new 
technologies and begun to learn 
new skills that they will test and 
put to work with village women. 
The Filipinas will have similar 
opportunities from their visit to 
Laos, and the two groups hope to 
develop some joint project 

AFSC is involved in this work 
because its faith and experience 
are that personal contact and 
dialogue can help break down 
barriers of all sorts and that 
people once brought together will 
find ways to learn from and 
strengthen one another. Although 
based in the United States, AFSC 
works around the world in ways it 
hopes are grounded in the realities 
of local societies and communities. 
It attempts to promote devel
opment. justice, peace, knowledge 
and sharing in ways that will be 
most relevant and significant for 
those involved. Facilitation and 
encouragement of south-south 
exchanges grow from this concept 
and understanding. 
by Corinne Johnson, 
International Division 
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