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Exile Dennis Goldberg speaks with U.S. 
activist Jackie WIison on cable TV. 

AFSCbrings 
African voices 
to U.S. 

Be shows a certain buoyancy 
and inspiration despite 22 years 
as a political prisoner in South 
Africa, yet he speaks with deep 
bitterness and emotion about the 
continuing war his government 
wages against blacks in its own 
country and elsewpere in southern 
Africa . 

E:slle Demus Goldberg says as 
many as 10,000 South African 
children, some as young as seven 
years old, have been imprisoned, 
tortured or murdered by the 
government. He adds that in 
southern Angola land mines sup
plied by the United States to rebel 
forces have caused nearly 20,000 
amputees. 

Thirty South African exiles and 
U.S. activists spent two January 
weeks in Iowa and New Hampshire 
to bring discussion of South 
Africa's war and apartheid system 
to this year's election campaign. 
They found warm receptions and 
lively discussions at churches, 
community groups, before school 
organizations and among the news 
media of both states. 

One of their purposes was to 
make U.S. citizens aware of the 
role our government plays in the 
war in southern Africa and how 
U .s. participation deepens the 
violence. "The mere presence of 
U.S. corporations in southern 
Africa is a hindrance to the 
freedom movement," says 
Hinyangerwa Asheeke of Namibia. 
"U.S. transnational corporations 
that are involved in Namibia help 
continue the repression by the 
mere fact that they're there. " 

Asheeke says South Africa has 
100,000 troops in Namibia, a 
country of 2 million people. "It is 
a scene Americans are not ac
customed to: a constant military 
presence, where tanks roll througt 
the streets and people, children in· 
eluded, are beaten and killed." 

Jerry Herman of AFSC in 
Philadelphia, who coordinated the 

Continued on page 7 
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AFSC exposes abuse of immigrants 
As the year-long period for im

migrant legalization in the United 
States moves toward its May 4 
ending date, the AFSC network for 
documenting immigration law en
forcement abuse is increasing its 
efforts to focus public attention on 
the situation of immigrants and 
refugees. 

When the legalization period 
created by the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act ends, 
those eligible immigrants "left 
out" of that process - some 
predict more than one million -
will become even more vulnerable 
than in the past; it is anticipated 
that abuse will increase 
dramatically. 

AFSC created an Immigration 
Law Enforcement Monitoring Pro
ject (ILEMP) in 1987. ILEMP, with 
its base in Houston, Texas, col
laborates with AFSC programs 
from Florida to San Diego and 
along the West Coast, as well as 
with other projects in areas with 
stgnJrtcant Im.migrant populations. 

Each local project works both on 
strengthening immigrant com
munity organizing and reaching 
the public through the media with 
information about abusive enforce
ment practices. 

San Diego houses the nation's 
largest Border Patrol contingent 
and tensions run high in the area. 
The role of Roberto Martinez, 
AFSC program staff, is to monitor 

Marla Jimenez, AFSC staff, leading a workshop for community groups on how to document 
Immigration abuse. 

abuse, to work closely with net
works of legal support for the im
migrant population and to bring to 
the public the human faces of 
immigrants. 

In Florida, the Miami News 
queried AFSC staff about reports 
that inmates in the Krome A venue 
Detention Center were beaten by 
Border Patrol agents. AFSC staff 
were able to provide the news
paper with an affadavit from an 
inmate in which he details the 
abuse. 

Berman Martinez, who has 

I 

recently joined the AFSC staff in 
Florida, works as part of the 
ILEMP team. Herman has created 
a flier in Spanish advising im
migrant workers and farmworkers 
about what to do if subject to law 
enforcement abuse. The flier has 
gone to agencies and community 
groups and is posted in local 
laundromats and stores. 

In Tezas. Rafael Torres ac
tivated a state-wide monitoring 
project as part of ILEMP. From his 
base in Laredo, Rafael has also 

Continued on page 7 

Gardens thrive 
in drought
stricken Mali 

The Tamashek of west-central 
Mali, a herding people, have tradi
tionally moved their animals ac
cording to the season and their 
knowledge of where at least a 
minimum of water and pasture 
could be found. 

In the last 20 years, however, 
droughts have been more exten
sive and frequent, and less rain 
has become the norm. Malnutri
tion, migration to the cities, and 
even famine have been the result. 
Life is changing drastically for the 
nomads. How are they adjusting? 
In what ways are their lives 
changing? 

With the help of the AFSC Mali 
Nomad program, the Tamasheks 
are adopting a more agricultural 
life. Greg Comer, the AFSC 
representative in Mali , writes that 
there is a change in people's think
ing. "A significant number of 

A Mall nomad inspects crops during the drought. Continued on page 8 



Time for peace-making is at hand 
Everett Mendelsohn, author of 

this editorial, is chair of the 
AFSC 's Middle East Program 
Committee. Professor of the 
History of Science at Harvard 
University, he has visited the 
Middle East many times; he is the 
principal author of AFSC's 
• 'Compassionate Peace: A Future 
for the Middle East. '' 

The sustained Palestinian 
demonstrations which began 
December 9, 1987 against Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza, have brought a new and 
critical phase in the Israeli
Palestinian conflict. The Pales
tinians call it the "intifadah," or 
"uprising," and the Israelis have 
responded by strong military and 
police actions. The Palestinians 
have built barricades, blocked 
roads, and thrown rocks and 
"Molotov cocktails": the Israelis 
have responded with a policy 
enunciated by Defense Minister 
Rabin of "force, might and 
beatings." By March 20 over 100 
Palestinians had been killed. One 
Israeli had died as a result of the 
"uprising"; in addition, three died 
during a bus hijacking by armed 
Palestinian guerillas. 

It is clear that the Palestinian 
opposition is not a passing event: 

NY conferences 
challenge 
arms race 

Bow can the grassroots disar
mament movement change U.S. 
policy? The New Manhattan Pro
ject, AFSC's New York disarma
ment program, is holding a series 
of conferences to address some of 
the questions involved. First, what 
are the strategies, the new ideas, 
that will challenge the arms race 
and put forward a new framework 
for peace and security? Second, 
how can the disarmament move
ment build the political strength 
to bring these ideas into the public 
debate? Third, how can the disar
mament movement broaden its 
base at the local level? 

Three conferences are planned. 
The first two took place on Long 
Island and in New Jersey, respec
tively. The third "Increasing Our 
Impact: A New Look at Community 
Education," will be held in 
Westchester, New York in April. 

By co-•ponaoring the con
ferences with local disarmament 
groups in different parts of the 
region. AFSC staffpeople are able 
to strengthen their relationship 
with local activists. The con
ferences are videotaped so that 
more constituents can use the 
resources, skills and new ideas 
generated. 

by Jenny Knight, coordinator, 
New Manhattan Project, New York 
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that it has broad support. The 
young demonstrators have been 
joined by merchant strikes, 
women's demonstrations. and tax 
collector and police officer 
resignations. Israeli products are 
being boycotted and jobs in the 
Israeli civilian sector are being 
abandoned. The "uprising" is 
locally led and coordinated. 

One clear lesson has emerged: 
the status quo of the occupation is 
untenable. For the Israelis the 
costs are very high; political 
division has deepened; the Defense 
Forces seem placed in an 
impossible and morale damaging 
situation: and the Israeli image 
overseas has suffered severely. 
For many Israelis there is a deep 
dilemma: the continued occupation 
of a resistant Palestinian 
population will fundamentally 
erode the democratic nature of 
their society; yet annexation and 
full integration of Palestinians 
into Israel will surely undermine 
the structure of a Jewish state. 

Is an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
settlement possible? The answer is 
yes, but it will not be simple. For 
both sides it will mean a willing
ness to accept an "historic com
promise." Any settlement to be 
lasting and secure must be be-
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Juana Mateo vlglls for the detainees' release. 

tween the Israelis and the Pales
tinians. Jordan, Syria, and Egypt 
cannot speak on behalf of the 
Palestinians. The Palestinians 
have made it amply clear that it is 
the Palestine Liberation Organ
ization (PLO) which speaks for 
them and has the authority to 
"deliver" a meaningful agreement. 

The principles of a just solution 
are straightforward: mutual 
recognition of the national rights 
of both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians; the recognition by 
the Palestinians of the State of 
Israel and its need for peace 
within secure borders; and the 
recognition by Israel of the right 
to self-determination of the 
Palestinians in a secure and 
peaceful state on the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Israel today is deeply divided. 
One-half of the coalition govern
ment, Labor, accepts the principle 
of ceding occupied lands in 
exchange for peace (although labor 
proposes ceding the West Bank 
and Gaza to Jordan and resists 
the formation of an independent 
state). The other half, the Likud, 
vigorously objects on a mix of 
religious, nationalist, and security 
grounds to giving up any territory. 
A minority, the Israeli peace 

movement, accepts- the need to 
allow the Palestinians to establish 
the terms of their own political 
future. 

The Palestinians have made it 
increasingly clear that they are 
ready for compromise with Israel. 
Internal leaders and the external 
PLO leadership have signified 
their willingness to enter 
negotiations with Israel in the 
context of an International Peace 
Conference. Their fundamental 
requirement is that they choose 
their own representatives and 
attend as a Palestinian delegation. 

Recent moves by Secretary of 
State Shultz have reintroduced the 
United States in a potentially 
central role. But the close 
relationship that the United States 
has established with Israel has 
made for Arab government and 
Palestinian suspicion of U.S. 
reliability as an intermediary. And 
the U.S. failure to engage 
Palestinians and the PLO in direct 
dialogue, coupled with the advance 
rejection by the U.S. of an 
independent Palestinian state, has 
left the U.S. vision of and action 
for a settlement deeply flawed. 

The time for Israeli-Palestinian 
peace making is at hand. If there 
is no courageous and realistic 
solution, then what? 

tions to send a telegram to 
Attorney General Edwin Meese 
urging that the promised case-by
case reviews provide due process 
protections including the right to 
a neutral hearing officer and free 
legal counsel as well as the rijlht 
to present evidence and appeal a 
decision. 

After the uprisings ended and 
the hostages were released 
unharmed, the detainees were 
scattered to federal institutions 
across the country, and the 
reviews went forward. 

AFSC aids Cuban refugees 

AFSC works closely with the 
Coalition to Support Cuban De
tainees, which from the beginning 
has organized public advocacy and 
both legal and moral support for 
detainees and their families. The 
Coalition has tried to assure 
representation by lawyers or 
paralegals in the case reviews. In 
conjunction with that effort, AFSC 
has identified sources of volun
teers who could be trained as 
paralegals to help in the reviews. 
In addition. legal staff of the AFSC 
Florida Undocumented Workers' 
Program provided representation 
to detainees held in a Virginia 
prison. 

"The Cubans Are Hostages Too," 
read the headline of a guest 
editorial in USA Today by 
Elizabeth Enloe, executive 
secretary of AFSC's southeastern 
regional office in Atlanta, Georgia. 
The editorial appeared last fall 
when Cuban detainees were 
holding prison officials hostage in 
Oakdale, Louisiana and Atlanta to 
protest U.S. plans to return 2,400 
Cubans to Cuba against their will. 

The crisis was long in the mak
ing. Cubans who came to the 
United States in the 1980 Mariel 
boatlift had exhausted legal ef
forts to gain freedom. U.S. Courts 
held that these "excludable 
aliens" have no rights under the 
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Constitution and could be held 
indefinitely. 

AFSC has had an ongoing con
cern about the detention of the 
Mariel Cubans. 1n 1986 AFSC joined 
ten other organizations in a com
plaint to the U .N. Commission on 
Human Rights, stating that the ar
bitrary, prolonged detention of the 
Cubans under horrendous living 
conditions violated principles of 
international law. 

Daring an• after the uprisings, 
AFSC's Atlanta office became in
volved in efforts to reach a fair, 
just and humane resolution. AFSC 
was instrumental in bringing 
together 15 religious, civil liber
ties and human rights organiza-

AFSC Regional Offices: 

Lawyers and paralegals have 
encountered many obstacles: little 
or no opportunity to interview 
clients in advance of hearings, in
adequate time to read clients' 
files, access to only parts of the 
files, and last minute rescheduling 
of hearings. 

by Jane Motz of the Community 
Relations Division 
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Karen Powell and Sherrlan Haggar lead a teacher training. 

Portland 
works for 
fair education 

Karen Powell, AFSC staff member, talks 
about the Portland, Oregon school district of 
the l 970's. "Two major problems faced the 
community. First, most of the blacks in 
Portland lived in the Northeast, where there 
was no local middle school. The second prob
lem was that no one had thought through a 
serious desegregation plan for Portland." 

The quick solution to both problems was for 
the school district to bus all the children from 
the Northeast to other schools, thus putting 
the full burden of desegregation on the black 
children. Suddenly, children who had been 
developing normally in their neighborhood 
school became "discipline problems" in their 
new schools. Children and parents felt isolated; 
student suspensions and expulsions rose 
dramatically. Parents unfamiliar with school 
policies and procedures made visits to schools 
with predominately white staffs and with little 
experience working with black families. 

Barbara Moffett, secretary of the communi
ty relations programs of AFSC, comments, "As 
we found in other school systems, the move
ment of black children into predominately 
white schools was just the beginning. It ex
posed all the problems which existed in the 
school system, revealing problems of racism, 
of curriculum, of lack of power and a voice for 
the black community in setting policy." 

In consultation with the black community, 
AFSC initiated a program in 1979 to support 
individual children and to see that their rights 
were respected. Karen traveled with parents or 
students, helping them through many difficult 
meetings with school officials. Today Karen 
and Sherrian Haggar, associate director of the 
program, still make those trips while at the 
same time training a group of volunteers to 
help with the process. 

Long-term work was required to eventually 
persuade the school board to build a new mid
dle school in the Northeast. Along the way 
children in the neighborhood, both black and 
white, boycotted school for a day (attending a 
day program at local churches) to express their 
support for a new school. Today. in 1988, the 
Harriet Tubman Middle School stands in the 
Northeast. 

As part of their overall effort to increase 
the involvement of black children in the 
schools, AFSC and a coalition of local groups 
worked for years on developing an innovative 
school curriculum. "It brings in the contribu
tions of African people to each area of 
study ... literature, history, science, art, 
music, math," says Sherrian. School districts 
from across the country have requested copies 
of the new curriculum. 

"What the AFSC did in Portland," says 
Karen, "was to ask what the black community 
needed most. The community wanted quality, 
non-racist education for our children. AFSC 
has stuck with the community through the 
years to make that a reality." 

Technicians and small farmers work together 

Brazilians want to keep land 
In the northeast of Brazil, land is an issue 

for almost everyone. Some of the land is very 
productive, but most needs careful manage
ment to produce. Increasingly, the best land is 
being used to raise sugar cane for refineries 
producing alcohol for fuel. Small farmers are 
forced to use marginal lands or to become part 
of an impoverished labor pool for the sugar 
plantations. Many move to the cities out of 
desperation, where they face more misery. 

The AFSC staff works closely with the 
Catholic Church, rural workers' unions and 
other organizations which for years have sup
ported the struggle of small farmers to remain 
on the land. "As we work to strengthen local 
organizations, we identify what people already 
know about agriculture, land management, 
animal husbandry, and construction. We help 
them to share information and build on their 
knowledge. Technicians and small farmers 
work and learn together," says Regina 
Camargo, AFSC agronomist and community 
worker. 

Two communities illustrate the problems 
and opportunities. In Esperanca, 33 families 
were forced off the land which they had 
worked for years, even though in Brazil work
ing the land gives legal right to it. In protest, 
some farmers returned and camped on the 
land. Their protest was unsuccessful, so they 
next camped for several weeks in front of the 
principal government building in Joao Pessoa, 
the provincial government. 

Finally the government responded, purchas
ing the land and allowing the community to 
return, with the possibility of full ownership 
after five years of cultivation. Now Regina and, 
her co-workers in the Catholic organization, 
Caritas, are supporting the people with seeds, 
technical advice and training as they plant 
their crops and work to make the land 
productive. 

There are a few entirely black communities 
in the northeast, small, isolated and almost in
accessible by vehicle. The communities prob
ably began from groups of escaped slaves in 
the last century. Regina learned that the 
women of one of these villages wanted to start 
a new project. Together, they agreed on raising 
goats and arrangements were made for three 
women to go to a week-long training course in 

In order to survive 
the dry periods, cisterns 

must be bullt to hold rain
water (right). Regina Camargo, 

AFSC agronomist and community 
worker, visits an appropriate tech

nology organization In Brazll (below). 

Pernambuco. However, as a result of their long 
isolation, the extreme discrimination against 
them by other communities, and the pressures 
of work at home, they were unable to go. 

When Regina and her co-worker from 
Caritas realized the women's difficulties, they 
changed their way of working. Instead of try
ing to send the women to a training course, 
they identified several women who had raised 
goats in another project and brought them to 
the village to give the women instruction. 

After the women have worked with these 
teachers, they will each receive a female goat. 
Some of the off-spring will be given to addi
tional village women, while others will be sold 
and the money put into a community fund. 
Total cost of the project, less than $1,000. In 
addition to providing goats, better family 
nutrition and new skills for the women in
volved, this project may help to crack the bar
riers of isolation and racism the women feel 
and to build new self-esteem for them and 
their community. 

Across Brazil, hopes for land reform are 
dimming as landholders oppose it, lawmakers 
weaken it, and the government is reluctant to 
implement it. But people still struggle to stay 
and work their land. AFSC, Caritas and other 
groups are supporting the local farmers with 
projects and training, and especially with en
couragement of their own skills. ideas, and 
organizing. 

by Corinne Johnson and Barbara Smith of 
the International Division 
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"They Shall Beat Their Swords Into Plowshares." QUNO staff Stephen Collett, Barbara Adams, Noel Rajesh, Diana Quick and Annie Levy 
In front of the Isaiah wall across from the United Nations. 

Barbara Adams chairs a working session for non-governmental agencies afflllated 
with the U.N. on how to work effectively on human rights. 

Barbara Adams and Nana Apeadu of the new Pan-African Human Rights Group confer. 
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Interns Annie Levy and Noel 
Rajesh work with staff member 
Diana Quick. Annie has focussed 
on human rights, Noel on 
economic rights and the 
environment. 

Nguyen Blnh Thanh, repres~mtatlve of Vletn 
associate, meet with Stephen Collett, Ellzat 
the QUNO committee. 

At 
the 

U.N. 
Debt, trade, development, dis

armament, human rights, migrant 
workers, environment, status of 
conscientious objectors: what do 
all these issues have in common? 
Each has been a focus of recent 
work by the Quaker United 
Nations Office (QUNO), located 
across the street from the United 
Nations in New York City. 

Four staffpeople: Stephen 
Collett:, fiiJUNO rcprc,,entatlve; 

Barbara Adams, associate 
representative; Berit Collett, 
Quaker House director; Diana 
Quick, office administrator; and 
interns Noel Rajesh and Annie 
Levy work on these and many 
more projects during the course of 
the year. 

.. It was the most thorough and 
penetrating discussion of the debt 
problem I have heard to date," 
commented a U.S. Federal Reserve 
Board official who attended a 
seminar organized by the Quaker 
office on "debt, trade and develop
ment." 

QUNO staff bring together 
groups of people, including U.N. 
delegates, representatives of other 
U.N. non-governmental organiza
tions, business and government 
people, and world experts. The 
goal is to help the participants see 
difficult issues in a new way. 

"Sometimes," says Stephen 
Collett, "these conferences or the 
lunches at Quaker House can help 
delegates see what lies behind 
another country's position. What 
is it that the country really needs 
to feel it can maintain its 
security? Once that background is 
clearer, it is sometimes possible 
for delegates to work out alternate 
solutions within the United 
Nations which can satisfy all the 
governments concerned." 

Stephen continues, " Even in 
s ituations where Quakers ha ve 
long-standing concerns about an 
issue, we are in the business of 
trying to help delegates reach a 
consensus which will work for 
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Interns Annie Levy and Noel 
Ra/esh work with staff member 
Diana Quick. Annie has focussed 
on human rights, Noel on 
economic rights and the 
environment. 

Nguyen Blnh Thanh, representative of Vietnam and Duong Van Ngoc, her 
associate, meet with Stephen Collett, Elizabeth Boardman and Marjorie Nelson of 
the QUNO committee. 

At 
the 

U.N. Quakers in i 
Deht, trade, development, dis

armament, human rights, migrant 
workers, environment, status of 
conscientious objectors: what do 
all these issues have in common? 
Each has been a focus of recent 
work by the Quaker United 
Nations Office (QUNO), located 
across the street from the United 
Nations in New York City. 

Four staffpeople: Stephen 
Collett, QUNO representative; 
Barbara Adams, associate 
representative; Berit Collett. 
Quaker House director; Diana 
Quick, office administrator; and 
interns Noel Rajesh and Annie 
Levy work on these and many 
more projects during the course of 
the year. 

..It was the most thorough and 
penetrating discussion of the debt 
problem I have heard to date," 
commented a U.S. Federal Reserve 
Board official who attended a 
seminar organized by the Quaker 
office on "debt, trade and develop
ment." 

QUNO staff bring together 
groups of people, including U.N. 
delegates. representatives of other 
U.N. non-governmental organiza
tions, business and government 
people, and world experts. The 
goal is to help the participants see 
difficult issues in a new way. 

"Sometimes," says Stephen 
Collett. "these conferences or the 
lunches at Quaker House can help 
delegates see what lies behind 
another country's position. What 
is it that the country really needs 
to feel it can maintain its 
security? Once that background is 
clearer, it is sometimes possible 
for delegates to work out alternate 
solutions within the United 
Nations which can satisfy all the 
governments concerned.· · 

Stephen continues, "Even in 
situations where Quakers have 
long-standing concerns about an 
issue, we are in the business of 
trying to help delegates reach a 
consensus which will work for 

them and their countries, not 
about forcing our own solution to 
the problem on them." 

This spring the staff is organiz
ing a special conference on 
disarmament before the United 
Nations Special Session on Disar· 
mament. "Sometimes the best 
thing we can do is to just get peo
ple together in an off-the-record 
setting and let them talk out the 
issues, " says Stephen. At other 
times, QUNO will bring delegates 
together with a recognized expert 
in the field as they did recently on 
arms verification. 

Most of QUNO's work is very 
slow, very patient, with few 
dramatic moments. However. there 
are times when their work does 
reach fruition. 

.. For years," says Barbara 
Adams, associate representative, 
"we have monitored U.N. work on 
international pesticide and drug 
dumping. Frequently when a coun
try bans a drug or pesticide 
domestically. a company will sell 
the product to other countries. 

''In the very early stages, we 
held a meeting bringing together 
the key people with an inter
national expert who could answer 
all the important scientific and 
legal questions. We worked with 
the delegates and eventually the 
United Nations made a commit· 
ment to publish a book listing all 
of the restricted or banned pro
ducts in the world. 

"In some cases, governments of 
countries where products were 
produced did not want to release 
the information. Non-govern
mental organizations pressured 
their governments to give the in
formation to the United Nations 
for the book. 

" What has been produced is a 
document which lists the products 
and explains where they have been 
banned and why. For many coun
tries, this book literally saves 
lives, for they could not afford to 
research this kind of information 
on their own." 

This spring Barbara and a 
former intern, Marina Lent, ar1 
writing a booklet for African n 
governmental organizations wl 
has the working title of "Dem:, 
tifying the U.N. Programme of 
Action (for African Recovery a1 
Development, 1986-1990)." Pa 
one of the booklet interprets U 
U.N. analysis of Africa's develc 
ment priorities. Part two descr 
the part that non· govern:mcnta 
organizations played during th 
1986 U.N. Special Session on 
Africa and (more importantly) 
they can be further involved i11 
helping their countries througl 
the United Nations. 

The QUNO staff was actively 
volved with the United Nations 
ternational Conference on the 
Relationship between Disarma· 
ment and Development las\. 
August. "We all recognize that 
arms take money that could be · 
for development, " says Stephe: 
"However, it's not necessarily 
that if a government spends le: 
on arms that it will automatic~ 
spend more on development. " 

QUNO has worked with U.N. 
delegates for many years on 
understanding the complexitiei 
this relationship and developin 
ways to meet the twin goals of 
disarmament and genuine deve 
ment. QUNO held two seminan 
and a major conference for 
diplomats in 1983 and has 
published a series of briefing 
papers since then. 

QUNO New York has two loc 
tions, the office, which is locat 
within a block of the United Nll 
tions, and Quaker House. whicl 
used for the off-the-record lune 
and meetings that QUNO staff , 
able to set up for U.N. delegate 
and non-governmental organizf 
tions. Berit Collett coordinates 
events at the House and has es 
tablished a special outreach pr, 
gram to Quakers in the United 
States. 
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them and their countries, not 
about forcing our own solution to 
the problem on them." 

This spring the staff is organiz
ing a special conference on 
disarmament before the United 
Nations Special Session on Disar
mament. "Sometimes the best 
thing we can do is to just get peo
ple together in an off-the-record 
setting and let them talk out the 
issues," says Stephen. At odler 
times, QUNO will bring delegates 
together with a recognized expert 
in the field as they did recently on 
arms verification. 

Most of QUNO's work is very 
slow, very patient, with few 
dramatic moments. However, there 
are times when their work does 
reach fruition. 

.. For years," says Barbara 
Adams, associate representative, 
"we have monitored U.N. work on 
international pesticide and drug 
dumping. Frequently when a coun
try bans a drug or pesticide 
domestically, a company will sell 
the product to other countries. 

"In the very early stages, we 
held a meeting bringing together 
the key people with an inter
national expert who could answer 
all the important scientific and 
legal questions. We worked with 
the delegates and eventually the 
United Nations made a commit
ment to publish a book listing all 
of the restricted or banned pro
ducts in the world. 

"In some cases, governments of 
countries where products were 
produced did not want to release 
the information. Non-govern
mental organizations pressured 
their governments to give the in
formation to the United Nations 
for the book. 

"What has been produced is a 
document which lists the products 
and explains where they have been 
banned and why. For many coun
tries, this book literally saves 
lives, for they could not afford to 
research this kind of information 
on their own." 

Thia spring Barbara and a 
former intern, Marina Lent, are 
writing a booklet for African non
governmental organizations which 
has the working title of "Demys
tifying the U .N. Programme of 
Action (for African Recovery and 
Development, 1986-1990)." Part 
one of the booklet interprets the 
U.N. analysis of Africa's develop
ment priorities. Part two describes 
-the part that non-govcnuncntal 
organizations played during the 
1986 U .N. Special Session on 
Africa and (more importantly) how 
they can be further involved in 
helping their countries through 
the United Nations. 

The QUNO staff was actively in
volved with the United Nations In
ternational Conference on the 
Relationship between Disarma
ment and Development last 
August. "We all recognize that 
arms take money that could be used 
for development," says Stephen. 
"However, it's not necessarily true 
that if a government spends less 
on arms that it will automatically 
spend more on development." 

QUNO has worked with U.N. 
delegates for many years on 
understanding the complexities of 
this relationship and developing 
ways to meet the twin goals of 
disarmament and genuine develop
ment. QUNO held two seminars 
and a major conference for 
diplomats in 1983 and has 
published a series of briefing 
papers since then. 

QUNO New York has two loca
tions, the office, which is located 
within a block of the United Na
tions, and Quaker House, which is 
used for the off-the-record lunches 
and meetings that QUNO staff are 
able to set up for U.N. delegates 
and non-governmental organiza
tions. Berit Collett coordinates the 
events at the House and has es
tablished a special outreach pro
gram to Quakers in the United 
States. 

"Quakers are naturally suppor
tive of the United Nations, but 
they may not know how to beef
fective advocates for it. The 
United Nations faces difficulties 
right now partly due to the lack of 
support of the United States. We 
think Quakers can help raise the 
U.N.'s profile and educate people 
more about the international com
munity.'' says Berit. 

For more information on the 
work of the Quaker United Nations 
office, to receive a copy of QUNO's 
newsletter "In and Around the 
United Nations," or a list of issue 
briefing papers, write: QUNO, 777 
United Nations Plaza, New York, 
New York 10017. 

QUNO is sponsored by the Friends 
World Committee for Consultation 
(FWCC), which has consultative 
status at the United Nations, and 
is administered by the American 
Friends Service Committee. FWCC 
also sponsors a Quaker U.N. Of
fice in Geneva which is ad
ministered by British Quaker 
Peace and Service. 

Berlt Collett, who coordinetes the 
Quaker outreach seminars and ad
m1n1.,.,. a.,.Jra, Hou••, •t th• OUNO 
staff meeting. 

Barbara Adams talking with Vicki Semler of the International Women's Tribune Center 
about the Nairobi, Kenya conference held at the end of the U.N. Decade for Women. 
Barbara says of the conference, "When it came to 3:00 a.m. and we realized we finally 
had a consensus on the conference statements, I looked around and saw diplomats I 
knew from New York, some hard-bitten from years of International work, and they were 
cheering, clapping and kissing each other. It was an extraordinary moment." 
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Rebuilding after Mexico's earthquake 

"Ninety percent of the people af
fected by the devastating earth
quakes that shook Mexico City 
over two years ago now have 
shelter, although some ten to fif
teen thousand are still waiting," 
reports Rogelio Cova of AFSC's 
cooperating organization in Mexico 
City: Service, Development and 
Peace (SEDEPAC). 

AFSC funds have been used by 
SEDEPAC and the Casa de los 
Amigos (Friends House) to repair 
and reconstruct homes and 
buildings. Skilled workers have 
been hired to help people rebuild. 
Since the people themselves have 
been involved in construction deci
sions, homes have been built to 
meet their needs, for one-third to 
one-half the cost of government 
housing. 

In response to the destruction 
of medical center buildings, 
SEDEPAC set up neighborhood 
clinics and organized and trained 
health teams to run them. 

However, the most important 
result of the earthquake, says 
Rogelio Cova, has been people join
ing together to work for more and 
better services. "It is a solidarity 
movement at the grassroots ... a 
new spirit that is bringing about 
change." 

'Popular education' 
focus of conference 

AFSC staff works with Tampa Bay schools 

"Popular education,,. which 
emphasizes the life experiences of 
the participants, has been used for 
many years in literacy training 
around the world. 

AFSC and other organizations 
have brought this teaching method 
to health education. 

In January, AFSC organized a 
one-day meeting for some of the 
AFSC staff who work in Central 
and South America with people 
working in the United States to 
talk about the techniques that 
work best in their programs. 

Ideas were traded on working on 
pesticide posioning, AIDS educa
tion, domestic violence, teaching 
first aid and many other health
related topics. 

NARMIC distributes 
S. African video 

In the spring of 1986 a NARMIC 
researcher was approached in Lon
don by members of a media group, 
Afravision. The group, impressed 
with the AFSC research team's 
work. asked for help in 
distributing their video footage of 
South Africa (much of it shot 
clandestinely) in the U.S. 

NARMIC staff screened and 
then edited the footage. The first 
tape, South Africa Unedited, offers 
a rare glimpse of a country at war 
with a majority of its own people. 
Well over 100 copies have been 
sold or rented. Senator Kennedy 
and Representatives Gray and 
Wolpe used the tape for a well
attended Washington press con
ference to press for sterner sanc
tions against South Africa. 

NARMIC is now completing a 
second tape, focusing on apartheid 
and the resistance movement. For 
more information contact: 
NARMIC, AFSC, 1501 Cherry St., 
Phila., PA 19102. 
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Pat Nolan taught English in 
Florida schools for three years. 
Today, she is still in the 
classroom, but she is talking to 
young people about nonviolent 
conflict resolution and problem 
solving, social justice and peace. 
Pat is part of AFSC's peace educa
tion program in the Tampa Bay 
area. 

In the past three years, Pat 
has spoken to over 7,600 
students. Pat's work in the 
schools is supported by the secon
dary social studies supervisor for 
the county, who feels the nuclear 
issue can no longer be ignored. 

Pat agrees, "According to a 
1982 study conducted for the 
American Psychiatric Association, 
children as young as eight know 
about the threat and danger of 
nuclear disaster. Psychologists 
view the children's worry as one 
source of behavior ills in today's 
younger generation." 

At a teacher's invitation, Pat 

Pat Nolan working In the classroom. 

· may address a home economics 
class on personal conflict resolu
tion or an English class about con
flict in literature. Social studies 
classes hear about global inter
dependence or militarism and the 
federal budget. Other talks cover 
human rights and the Constitution 
or the issues involved in the Mid
dle East or Central America. 
Science classes have seen the 
video "Nuclear Winter." 

Pat says. "I want to help young 
people recognize stereotyping and 
the cultural messages that en
courage or condone violence and 
to learn how to deal with stress 
and anger and escalation of con
flict." Praise and appreciation for 
Pat's presentations are noted on 
teacher evaluation forms. After a 
talk on Martin Luther ~ing and 
conflict resolution. one teacher 
wrote, "The students began to 
understand Martin Luther King's 
importance ... what he tried to ac
complish by nonviolent actions." 

Puerto Ricans 
continue campaign 
against war toys 

In San Juan, posters and 
stickers on cars bear the slogan 
"Let Us Play Peace, Not War," 
part of the campaign against war 
toys launched two years ago by 
the Caribbean Project for Justice 
and Peace in Puerto Rico. The war 
toys campaign has gained the 
backing of the head of Consumer 
Affairs in Puerto Rico. Margarita 
Perez, Caribbean Project co
ordinator, is encouraged. Now the 
Puerto Rican Senate has agreed to 
investigate the effect of war toys 
on children. 

The Caribbean Project became 
independent of AFSC in October, 
1986 and manages its own pro
grams. AFSC continues to provide 
some administrative and financial 
support and cooperates with its 
programs. 

In coalitions with local church, 
civil rights and peace activist 
groups, the Caribbean Project 
works on issues such as human 
rights. economic development. 
agriculture, the environment, 
nuclear weapons, military recruit
ment and U.S. economic and 
military policy in the Caribbean. 
One Caribbean-wide priority has 
been support for the people of 
Haiti. Press conferences and 
seminars have been held as 
forums for relaying information. 

Staff maintain a Documentation 
Center to aid researchers and ac
tivists throughout: the Carlbbean 
who are working on regional 
economic, political and military 
issues. 

Media highlights 
Mexican workers 

AFSC gives ongoing support to 
several hundred women workers in 
the foreign-owned assembly plants· 
(maquiladoras) at Mexico's north
ern border. At the same time, 
AFSC makes an effort to inform 
the public about the human 
dimensions of working in these 
plants. This education effort is 
beginning to pay dividends. In the 
past six months, both a major 
foreign policy publication and a 
television program have focused 
on the women workers. drawing 
heavily on interviews with the 
women themselves and with AFSC 
staff. 

In addition, a newspaper did a 
series on the research of Dr. Isabel 
de la 0, head of the Matamoras 
School for Special Education in 
northern Mexico and a member of 
the AFSC support committee for 
maquiladora work. 

An item in the newspaper series 
caught the attention of the World 
Health Organization (WHO). Dr. de 
la O had reported a pattern of 
mental retardation among children 
whose mothers had been employed 
in one of the assembly plants dur
ing their pregnancy. WHO 
specialists went to Matamoras and 
took blood samples from the 
children in an effort to determine 
the necessary next steps. 



Volunteers organize 
collections 
for Nicaragua 

In October of 1987. Mancotal, a cooperative 
of a few dozen families displaced by the war in 
Nicaragua's northern region, was attacked by 
U.S. -supported contras for the fourth time in a 
little over three years. This time the toll was 
one dead (a 14-year-old boy) and seven h~:mses 
destroyed. For the second time the community 
lost clothing and other supplies AFSC had pro
vided to replace items destroyed by previous 
contra attacks. 

Throughout the past three years, AFSC has 
shipped donated educational supplies and 
materials to rural schools in northern 
Nicaragua. AFSC has also shipped tools, 
household utensils and clothing to some of 
Nicaragua's 50,000 people displaced by the 
war. 

In January the most recent shipment was 
sent to Mancotal and thirteen other resettled 
communities. They will receive carpentry and 
construction tools, cooking pots and utensils, 
and clothing. These simple items give people 
the means to rebuild their lives and become 
more self-reliant. 

AFSC staff can put together shipments like 
this only with a great deal of help from 
volunteers who solicit, collect and bring in 
donations and who pack clothing, mark boxes 
and help load trucks. Ted Brinton is one 
volunteer whose direct contribution to people 
in places like Mancotal has been enormous. 

When Ted, a member of Birmingham Friends 
Meeting near Philadelphia, retired from his job 
he looked for a way to put his talents to work 
for the benefit of others. He became active in 
the Nuclear Freeze Campaign and also offered 
to help out at AFSC. His first task, in late 
1985. was to solicit donations of hand tools 
4Dd bousohoJd supp1J.cs from manufacturers 

for Nicaragua. 

Ted e:11tpanded the original project into a 
campaign to collect donated tools from Friends 
meetings and churches in the Philadelphia 
area. When donations started to arrive, he 
organized groups to sharpen or repair used 
tools and to build sturdy shipping boxes. Ted 
also obtained cash donations to purchase addi
tional supplies and help cover shipping costs. 

As part of an AFSC study tour, Ted visited 
northern Nicaragua in January, 1987 and was 
able to assess first hand the needs of the 
displaced people. 

For the January shipment, Ted coordinated 
the purchase of $13,200 worth of tools and 
household supplies and obtained additional 
tool donations. All told, he was responsible for 
obtaining or purchasing 15,000 lbs. of tools 
and supplies worth well over $100,000 for 
Nicaragua. 

Ted Brinton is now organizing a campaign 
which will incorporate tool collection into the 
ongoing work of the Material Aids program. It 
will give AFSC an added capacity to respond to 
the needs of refugees as well as victims of war 
and natural disasters. 

Tbe AFSC Scbool Supplies Campaign is 
also coordinated by a volunteer: Lorrie 
Zabludoff. Over the past three years, Lorrie 
has sent organizing kits for the campaign to 
over 3,000 groups around the country. Her ef
forts have resulted in the provision of 
thousands of pounds of paper, notebooks, 
pens, crayons and other supplies to rural 
school children in northern Nicaragua. 

For more information about the tools collec
tion campaign, write to Ted Brinton, c/o 
Material Aids Program. For information about 
the school supplies campaign, contact Lorrie 
Zabludoff, c/o Peace Education Division. Both 
offices are at AFSC, 1501 Cherry St., Phila. PA 
19102. 

by Dick Erstad., coordinator, Latin America 
and Caribbean programs 

Mexican workers crossing the border Into El Paso, Texas. 

Immigration 
put into action a little-used option of the 
Immigration Act which allows for the creation 
of local community task forces as vehicles for 
the improvement of enforcement practices. 
Such a task force was developed in the Laredo 
area at a meeting initiated by AFSC and at
tended by representatives of key Latino 
groups, the local Chamber of Commerce, the 
local office of the Mexican consulate and INS 
staff. 

Ilaria Jimenez, ILEMP's Director and staff 
of Rad.to Bilingue, a Spanish community radio 
station in Fresno, California, has developed a 
three part series to be aired in the final 
months of the legalization process. The radio 
shows reach targeted immigrant audiences 
along the 2,000-mile border, both in Mexico 
and the U.S., and are broadcast into Florida, 
up the West Coast and into midwest and north
eastern urban centers. 

The hour-long shows start with a half-hour 
discussion in Spanish by experts and conclude 
with a free call-in segment. The first show 
dealt witb the process of legalization and was 
designed to provide assistance. The second 

S. Africans Simon Farsanl and Thandl Ramgokpa with 
Nick Mottern, Maryknolls. 

S. African tour from page 1 

tours, says more than 900,000 people have 
died in southern African because of South 
Africa's terror. 

Exiled Lutheran Deputy Bishop Simon 
Farl.sani of the South African "homeland" of 
Venda asks, "Will millions die before South 
Africa is free? What can you do to help? If you 
won't do something, at least don't stand in our 
way." He says the U.S. should stop vetoing the 
U.N. Security Council resolution for sanctions 
against the South African government and 
asks that Americans support divestment. 

Black South African Thandi Ramagokpa 
addresses the question of blacks suffering 
because of economic sanctions and withdrawal, 
"We are very much aware of the consequences. 
But if you look at the economic ladder of South 
Africa, the white minority is at the top. If this 
ladder falls, who's going to be hurt the most?" 

She adds, "The African people-the majority 
of South Africans-believe it is better to suffer 
with hope, because after this period of sanc
tions, they will have a freer life to live." 

from page 1 

focused on the challenges faced by those 
denied legalization or as yet unreached. The 
third show in May will focus on the post
legalization period, including taking a hard 
look at enforcement activities, immigrant 
rights and avenues for action. 

AFSC's network, from the Yakima Valley of 
Washington state to Miami, Florida, has pro
moted local airing of the shows and participa
tion by the immigrant communities in the call
in portion. 

A final and central component of ILEMP in
volves conducting training programs on the 
operation of INS and other law enforcement en
tities and how to document abuse. The training 
programs have been conducted along the 
border, in the Yakima Valley and in Chicago. 
Representatives of immigrant and refugee 
rights groups have been included in the train
ing programs, as well as religious and civic 
agencies, service providers, and immigrant and 
refugee groups. 

by Barbara Moffett. ~ecreta.ry of tho 

Community Relations Division 

Let's talk . .. 
• regular, lifetime in~ome 

• tax benefits 
• socially responsible investing 

• professional management and 
administration 

• important financial support for 
AFSC's work 

AFSC ca n design a "RETIREMENT" fund 
to p rovide fi xed income or rate-sensitive 
income planned for growth . 

A $1,000 inves tment enables yo u to pa r
ti ci pate in a fund co-mingled with other 
s imilar gifts. A personal trust s uited to your 
particular objectives may be crea ted with an 
investment starting at $50,000. 

For information return 
this form to: 

American Friends Service Committee 
Deferred Giving 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1479 

l am interested in the following income 
plans: 
LJ fixed [J varied O co-mingled D trusts 

Name 

Addres 

Phone: ( 
A pnl 19'*1 
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• Debt Criais Gam.e 
A lively, colorful simulation 

game on the links among hunger 
at home and abroad, political 
stability, and economics. $35 plus 
$2 postage. Or, with double sets of 
cards, $45 plus $3 postage. 

Write: AFSC, 15 Rutherford 
Place, New York, New York 10003. 

• Off Guard: Questions and 
Answers on the Role of the U.S. 
National Guard in Central 
America. 

A short pamphlet co-produced by 
AFSC and the Central America 
Organizing Project. $.50 each 
100/$25. 

Write: Program Resources, 
AFSC, 150 l Cherry St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. 

• El Salvador-1984 through 
1989: The Duarte Years 

A NARMIC/AFSC article pro
viding a political overview of the 
Duarte government. Surveys the 
deterioration of the Salvadoran 
economy, the failure to bring an 
end to war, and the subsequent 
polarization of Salvadoran society. 
$1.50 each; 10 or more, $1.25 
each. 

Write: NARMIC/AFSC, 1501 
Cherry St .. Philadelphia, PA 
19102. 

EL SALVADOR 
J'J1U'll"11u1h lh'I Jfl,,l)1411t1,•11tn 

r 

• "End Apartheid: Free the 
Children" stamps 

Two-color stamps, message in 
red, children behind bars in black 
and white. Sheet of 50,$2. 

Write: Southern Africa Program, 
AFSC, 150 l Cherry St., 
Philadelphia. PA 19102. 

• What Are We Afraid Of? An 
Assessment of the "Communist 
Threat" in Central America-by 
John Lamperti. 

The popular NARMIC pamphlet 
What Are We Afriad. Of? has been 
expanded to a small book designed 
to answer the questions which 
most trouble the public. $7 each; 
10 or more, 40% discount. 

Write: NARMIC/AFSC at the 
above address. 

• "Witness to War: Dr. Charlie 
Clement•" study guide. 

A study guide to facilitate 
discussion and activities in con
junction with the Witness to War 
film or video. Excellent for 
schools, religious groups and com
munity forums. $.85. 

Write: NARMIC/AFSC at the 
above address. 
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lot of enthusiasm. His constant 
presence, knowledge of his people 
and ability to lead have already 
made a big difference." 

AFSC representative Greg Comer conferring with the gardening project team leaders. 

To the surprise of many people, 
women are working in the vegetable 
gardens. The woman's role in 
Tamashek society has been quite 
different from the woman's role in 
most West African ethnic groups. 
Instead of working hard in and 
outside the home. the Tamashek 
woman was not supposed to 
undertake any activity. To be idle 
was considered a sign of wealth, 
moral strength, and religious devo
tion. Oumarou comments in a re
cent letter that droughts in the 
1970's and 1980's and the fact 
that there are now more women 
than men mean that it is 
necessary for women to work. 

Mali gardens 
these people are determined to suc
ceed in farming. They are as poor 
as you can imagine but refuse to 
head south to beg in Bamako or 
north to beg in Algeria." Oumarou 
ag Mohamed Ibrahim, associate 
director of the project, remarks 
that the nomads' "aptitude for 
agriculture is growing daily." 

Unfortunately, the last grain 
harvest was almost a total failure 
due to lack of rain. Instead of giv
ing up in the face of this latest 
crop disaster, the nomads are dig
ging more wells to enable them to 
water rice seedling beds when the 
next planting season starts and 
are experimenting with vegetable 
gardening. 

QUAKER 
SERVICE 
BULLETIN 
Quaker Service Bulle
tin is published in 
January, April and 
October of each year 
to report on the pro
gram work and per
spectives of the 
American Friends 
Service Committee. 

As a Quaker organi
zation, the American 
Friends Service Com
mittee carries on its 
programs as an ex
pression of a belief in 
the dignity and worth 
of each person and in a 
faith in the power of 
love and nonviolence 
to bring about change. 
The work is supported 
financially by individ
uals of different per
suasions who care 
about service. devel
opment, justice and 
peace. 

from page 1 

Growing vegetables has not 
customarily been a Tamashek oc
cupation. The nomad diet normal
ly consists of milk products, meat, 
and rice. Oumarou wrote recently 
that the nomads "have had dif
ficulties weaning themselves away 
from milk products." This year, 
however, "there are gardens 
everywhere," and Tamashek com
munities are "eating melons, 
beans, and lettuce.'' 

The gardening success has 
been due to hard work, digging ad· 
ditional wells and hand-watering 
the gardens twice a day. Greg cites 
the importance of Oumarou's role. 
"He has arrived at the right time, 
with many ideas, insights and a 

In the past large herds of cattle 
were a sign of wealth. At present 
animal-raising involves small 
animals and ones which adapt 
more easily to dry periods, such as 
goats and camels. 

It is distressing to see an in
dependent and proud people forced 
to change their way of life, but en
couraging to see human beings 
respond affirmatively to adverse 
changes in their environment. The 
success of the vegetable gardens is 
a crucial factor in the Tamasheks' 
adjustment to new realities. Greg 
has written, "Until people see with 
their own eyes the advantages of 
changing age-old patterns it will 
be difficult to achieve ongoing suc
cess. Now maybe we have a 
chance .... " 

by Nancy Benson, assistant 
coordinator for Africa programs 
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