
American Friends Service Committee * 
Quaker Service Bulletin 

AFSC BULLETIN Number 145 Vol. 64, No. 2 

AFSC's Ned Seligman, on his journey into the remote northeastern provinces of Somali, photographs the only two means of 
transportation into the region-came/ and four-wheel drive. Quaker star emblazons door of AFSC Toyota. 

Food reaches Africans 
As a result of massive efforts by govern
ment and voluntary agencies, a regular supply 
of food and medicine is now reaching the ap
proximately 700,000 refugees in camps in 
Somalia, AFSC staff reports. 

For the people in the refugee camps
uprooted from their small farms, businesses, 
their life of herding their cattle-survival en
tails searching each day for firewood, growing 
a few vegetables in small plots, carrying water 
from the river, standing in line for rations. 

AFSC's Chris and Clare Rolfe live and 
work in the Darye Macaane refugee camp in 
northwestern Somalia. In cooperation with 
refugee leaders and camp officials, they have 
developed community projects in poultry rais
ing and gardening. 

At the same time AFSC's Ned Seligman, 
with a Somalian government researcher, has 
been traveling in the isolated Northeast to 
define projects which meet the needs of people 
in the provinces of Bari and Sanaag. Little in
formation has been available from people in 
this area as it is accessible only on foot, by 
camel or four-wheel drive. 

As a result of his extensive travels, Ned has 
proposed several immediate self-help projects 

for the government. The most urgent needs 
are water for farming and drinking, land 

..reclamation, frankincense production and the 
organization of cooperatives. Following are a 
report of Ned's journeys. and a description by 
the Rolfes of a typical day in the Darye 
Macaane refugee camp. 

For Ned Seligman, the trips into Somalia's 
remote provinces proved both arduous an~ 
rewarding. Where the roads were good they 
traveled by four-wheel drive Toyota; in the 
North. where they weren't passable, they 
sailed by boat. Four policemen escorted them 
across one strip of land because of recent rob
beries in the bush. In Bosaso they were held up 
by floods after the region's first rainfall in 
three years. 

During his travels Ned met with local rep
resentatives in the various villages, with the 
district commissioners, and the regional 
governors. The most pressing problem for peo
ple in one coastal area was that they had only 
sea water to drink. "I hope one of the first pro
jects can be for 12 kilometers of pipe and a 
pump to bring them fresh water from the 
spring at Handa," Ned wrote. 
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Freeze aids 
grassroots 
peace groups 
By Joe Volk 
Secretary for Peace Education 

While t he Nuclear Holocau st Lobby calls for 
still more nuclear weapons, the AFSC disarma
ment program empowers greater numbers of 
people to work in their communities to abolish 
the institution of war through our promotion 
of the Freeze movement. 

"The Freeze movement in the United 
States has been invaluable to those of us in the 
European disarmament movements. We 
needed you ... and you were there,'' remarked 
E. P. Thompson at the END (European Nuclear 
Disarmament) international consultation in 
Bradford, England last February. Pam Solo, 
AFSC National Disarmament Coordinator, 
Mike Jendrzejczyk, Fellowship of Reconcilia
tion, and I traveled together to attend the 
conference. 

Roman Bedor is a representative of the 
Pacific Concerns Center and is from the Pacific 
isla.n<?- of Belau. His message to the gathering 
was "The Pacific disarmament movements of 
island peoples and the U.S. Freeze movement 
can and will cooperate to achieve their com
mon objectives." 

Translating a social majority for disarma
ment into a political majority is the next step 
for disarmament, and the Freeze movement 
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Cutbacks hurt poor communities 

During the meeting in Washington, AFSC's Ed Nakawatase 
talks to an official from the Bureau of Indian Affairs who 
works on welfare assistance. Photo by AFSC's Kimberly 
Everett. 

The impact of recent federal c u tbacks on 
human services is being felt most deeply by 
the poo,.; the Black, American Indian, Asian 
and Chicano communities; by the elderly, and 
by women, recent studies made by the AFSC 
reveal. 

Two surveys made last s u mmer, one on 
the Northern Cheyenne reservation near 
Billings, Montana; and the other a study of 
budget impact conducted by the Pacific 
Northwest Region were shared with the press, 
policy makers, and sister organizations in a 
series of meetings in Washington last February. 

Some 84 per cent of those responding to 
the Northern Cheyenne survey reported that 
they and their immediate families were 
adversely affected by the cutbacks. Loss of 

health services and cuts in educational ser
vices were frequently mentioned. Some 26% 
reported being cut off food stamps. 

A nearby con struction project is pro
viding temporary employment to Northern 
Cheyenne workers. As a result, unemployment 
on this reservation is at 30%, while most 
reservations report 60%. As soon as the 
construction project ends, the Northern 
Cheyennes expect unemployment to 
skyrocket. Many people feel they are being 
forced off the reservation to look for employ
ment. For the young, too often their only 
avenue is the military. 

The Indians responding indicate a grow
ing mistrust of the Reagan administration. 

Please turn to page 6 



EDITORIAL 

To save this planet .... 
By Pam Solo, Coordinator, Disarmament-Peace Conversion Program 

At the main gate of Greenham Common·, a 
military base on the outskirts of London, the 
women of the peace camp huddle around a fire 
to keep warm while a phalanx of police keep 
them under watch. Somewhere behind the 
barbed wire topped fence, bunkers are under 
construction for the cruise missiles scheduled 
for deployment in Great Britain next 
December. Periodically, the women "invade" 
the base to plant flowers, and so "refuse the 
cruise." 

The encampment began in September of 
1981, following a ten-day anti-nuclear march 
from Wales to the airforce base. There had 
been a total news blackout of the march so the 
campers, mainly women and children, decided 
to dramatize their witness by camping on the 
base. From this spontaneous beginning, the 
encampment has now continued for eighteen 
months, with support from the local commu-

nity, and from women all over England. As 
some are forced to leave for family reasons, 
others take their place. Through the bitter cold 
of winter nights and heavy rains they have 
kept going. 

The result of the Greenham Common action 
has been headlines across Europe in recent 
months, and an eight point change in the 
British polls. A recent tally indicates that up to 
54 per cent of the British population are now 
opposed to stationing ground launched cruise 
missiles at Greenham Common. The Nuclear 
Weapons Freeze campaign, which AFSC helped 
to nurture into being, has been inspired and 
strengthened by the women of Greenham Com
mon, and they in turn are strengthened in 

. their resolve by knowledge of, and visits from 
men and women from the Freeze. 

Following a recent policy-making con-

ference, the Freeze campaign is calling for a 
suspension of funds for Cruise and Pershing II 
missiles, urging independent Soviet reduc
tions and an agreement in Geneva that will for
malize these steps on both sides. The cam
paign will also work for a freeze on warhead 
and missile flight testing, contingent on Soviet 
response. Since the President will not propose 
a freeze to the USSR, the Freeze Campaign 
believes the people must push for arms control 
independently of the president. 

The peace movements in the Unit ed States • 
and Europe have made it clear that a " peace 
race" is the only race between superpowers 
they will tolerate. It is cheering to meet the 
women of Greenham Common, and sense how 
deep is their determination to save this planet 
for their children and grandchildren, from the 
present folly of the world leaders. 

Resource center opens in Texas Freeze Continued from page I 

demonstrates a way t o do that, but only inter
na tional cooperation of community-baserl non
violent disarmament movem ents can achieve 
nuclear disarmament. The END consultations 
conveyed that message to me. 

A new resource center opened March 1 in 
Austin, Texas to provide information and 
resources on Central America. "We are all very 
excited about the Center and have received 
much encouragement from groups throughout 
the U.S. working on Central America issues," 
AFSC's Janis Heine writes. 

Jim Corbett, a Tucson Quaker, spoke of 
the need for such a service at a workshop spon
sored by AFSC's Texas-Arkansas-Oklahoma 
office last October. In response, AFSC's Janis 
Heine called a meeting of refugee advocates 
and professors of Latin American studies to 
consult with him. They agreed that ''because 
Austin is the hub of academic research on 
Central America, it could play a vital role in 
slowing down the assembly line deportation of 
Central American refugees." 

Even though the U.S. government signed a 
U.N. resolution prohibiting sending refugees 
back to civil war situations, Federal courts 
have granted asylum to only a few Guate
malans and Salvadorans. One of the greatest 
needs faced by refugees in immigration bear
ings, Jim Corbett noted, is current informa-

AFSC staff visits 
Bay area schools 
Bow are the lives of young people affected by 
militarism, draft registration, and "economic 
conscription" meaning pressure on youth 
from economically depressed communities to 
enlist in the military as a way out of poverty 
and unemployment? These are the issues ad
dressed by AFSC's new Peace and Justice 
Youth Outreach Project in Oakland, California. 

Linda Segundo and Paige Baker, who both 
participated in AFSC's Youth and Militarism 
Summer Project during 1982, staff this new 
effort with supervision from Andy Coe of 
AFSC's San Francisco office. Concentrating on 
Black, Latino, and Asian students, they visit 
high schools in Oakland, make presentations, 
bring in veterans to hold "rap sessions" and 
show CHOICE OR CHANCE, a new slide show on 
youth and militarism co-sponsored by AFSC. 
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tion on conditions they would en counter if 
forced to return home. Documentation sbow
ing t~at people from a certain region, class, 
political group, etc., would face death if our 
government deported them would enable ref
ugees and their lawyers to build a stronger 
case for asylum. This tactic could give 
refugees two. three or four more years before 
they would actually face deportation. 

The newly-opened Central America 
Resource Center. in addition to providing 
evidence for immigration hearings, also offers 
contract research and documentation on 
Central America for the media, academicians 
and others. 

Foreign policy 
den1ands nukes 
The connections between nuclear weapons 
and interventionist foreign policy were ex
plored by many experts at a December con
ference organized by AFSC's New England 
Regional Office. 

Daniel Ellsberg told the conference, which 
was entitled NUCLEAR WAR AND U.S. INTER
VENTION, how U.S. nuclear weapons have 
been used since 1946 to maintain the U.S. 
sphere of influence. For example, President 
Truman's 1946 threat to drop the "super
bomb" on the Soviet Union unless it evacuated 
northern Iran was one of the many cases cited. 

In this context, Randall Forsberg, author 
of the nuclear freeze proposal, said "the only 
place the new generation of nuclear weapons 
actually plays an active role is in backing up 
intervention on our part and deterring in
tervention on the part of the Soviet Union." 

The regional conference was attended by 
300 people representing Freeze, disarmament, 
non-intervention and development groups. 
Resource people provided background on U.S. 
intervention in the Middle East, Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and Europe, and suggested 
strategies for defusing the nuclear triggers 
that grow from these interventions and other 
regional conflicts. 

What will AFSC do to pursue this impor
tant work? Four elements of our work stand 
out : 
• Continue our efforts to build the Campaign 

for a Nuclear Weapons Freeze so that it can 
create a popular demand for a bilateral, 
verifiable nuclear weapons freeze. 

• Empower victims of military spending to 
challenge the nmaway militarization of our 
domestic and international economies. One 
approach will be to cooperate with the 20th 
anniversary March for Jobs, Peace and 
Freedom, August 27, 1983, an effort 
planned to build on the spirit and legacy of 
Martin Luther King. 

• Disclose the ways in which nuclear ar
senals have been used by the superpowers 
to back up conventional military interven
t:ions in Third World countries and how 
these trouble spots can become "nuclear 
triggers," for example the Middle East. 

• Develop and strengthen our links to the 
trans-national disarmament movement 
through visitations, exchange speaking 
tours, through cooperation to stop the 
deployment of Cruise and Pershing II 
missiles and by stopping testing of nuclear 
weapons and delivery vehicles in the 
Pacific. 

Today 60,000 nuclear weapons are avail
able for deployment in 24 nations. The annual 
average world military outlay has increased 
from $370 billion in the 1960's to more than 
$600 billion today. 

Albert Camus once remarked that the 20th 
Century will be remembered as the century of 
fear. 

But watching AFSC's staff and commit
tees at work or feeling the spirit of determina
tion and international cooperation at the END 
meetings, one sees hope asserting itself in a 
persistent and irresistible way. We can 
transform 20th Century history through this 
day-to-day disarmament work so that perhaps 
the 20th Century will be remembered as the 
century when peace got a chance . 
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Open seven days a wee/c, the Central American Refugee Committee center in Los Angeles provides social services to the 
refugee community and public education on Central America. 

PROGRAM 
SERVES 
REFUGEES 
It is 7 o'clock on a Tuesday evening and St. 
John's Well Child Clinic in Los Angeles· 
down.town district is filled with women and 
their children. A visitor from AFSC watches 
the children playing, talks to some of the 
women and discovers that the clinic is very 
special in the lives of these people-it is one of 
the few places where they not only can receive 
adequate medical attention, but also feel some 
sense of dignity and-at least temporarily-be 
free of fear. 

For these people are refugees from 
Central America. They have fled violence and 
repression in their home countries only to face 
other fears and deprivations in the United 
States. Because of a U.S. policy that supports 
the oppressive governments in El Salvador 
and Guatemala from which they have fled, the 
State Department has labelled them "eco-

nomic migrants." This means they do not 
have-and are unlikely to get-refugee status. 
So fear of being arrested and deported is a con
stant companion. 

An estimated 250,000 Salvadoran ref
ugees, and another 80,000 from Guatemala, 
live in the Los Angeles area. Many have no 
homes, no access to health care or other 
human services, no knowledge of the few 
rights they do have. 

The Central American Refugee Program 
in AFSC's Pacific Southwest Region has been 
addressing these desperate human needs for 
the past year. The greatest need has been for 
health services-both psychological and 

Central American 
refugee women bring 
their children to St. 
John's clinic, Los 
Angeles for a check-up. 
Unlike county med/cal 
clinics, St. John's asks 
no questions about 
their status. Photos by 
AFSC's Patricia 
Falconi-Morris 

Coalition presses for health services 
Can a coalition of churches, labor unions, 
community groups and individuals work coop
eratively to address problems in a rural/urban 
community when none of these organizations 
has enough power to effect needed changes 
alone? To explore such possibilities, the AFSC 
has assigned staff member David Burciaga to 
help organize and support such a coalition in 
Kern County of southern California. 

The United Communities Coalition was 
still in its early stages of development last fall 
when one of its members, the minister of a 
Black church, asked the organization to ad
dress- his concern about medically indigent 
adults (MIA's) who were being cut from the 
state's medical insurance program. The 
county, which now must provide funds for 
MIA 's, was negotiating with the administrator 
of the county hospital in Bakersfield to make 
that hospital the only location for county-paid 
medical treatment. 

Kern Co unty is a widespread area contain-

ing many farm workers and others living in 
poverty. "Can you imagine travelling 30, 40, 
even 100 miles away?" David Burciaga asks. 
"Not only do you lose a whole work day, but 
the gas money means food. Probably many 
won't come at all." 

David Burciaga helped the Coalition to 
bring media attention and pressure to the 

AFSC's David Burciaga. Photo by Gary Massoni 

physical-especially for women and children. 
Through its m.any contacts in the community, 
AFSC has been in a unique position to help by 
coordinating volunteer health services. 

Nora Sierra. the program's coordinator, 
spends the bulk of her time as a liaison be
tween the refugee community and those 
clinics, medical professionals and groups of 
volunteers interested in providing the 
refugees with free health services and 
seminars on preventative health care. 

Since Nora herself is a Central American 
who has lived for ten years in the United 
States, she is a natural bridge between the 
people in need of services and the socially con
cerned groups that can help. 

To set up an evening clinic at St. John's, 
she helped recruit volunteer staff, raise funds 
and coordinate services. The clinic now serves 
refugees three nights each week. Nora Sierra 
also arranged for health services to be pro
vided by La Clinica de Los Angeles which is a 
basic health service center for women. She and 
La Clinica prepare bi-monthly seminars on 
family planning, for men and women, at the 
Refugee Committee Center. 

Other services are provided through the 
Committee for Central American Refugees. 
Volunteers work with refugees in the areas of 
employment and housing, collection and dis
tribution of clothing and food, English classes, 
legal advice and health classes. 

In addition the program continues to try to 
educate and help raise the awareness of the 
American public on issues affecting the 
Salvadorans and Guatemalans in hopes that 
policies and laws can change ... and so that the 
fear that has followed these people to the U.S. 
can at last be lifted. 

county's Board of Supervisors who referred 
the problem to a committee. The Coalition in
vestigated costs and projected needs of MIA's 
and presented their findings to the committee. 
These findings challenged earlier figures 
which had been provided by the hospital's 
administrator. In a recent decision, the com
mittee required the hospital to develop a plan 
for subcontracting MIA services to local physi
cians and clinics, which would make county
paid health services available to MIA's in their 
own communities. 

As AFSC staff, David Burciaga provides 
needed support to the Coalition which other 
members do not have t.iine for. "I have to do a 
lot of the leg work, a lot of the calling, a lot of 
the writing.'' His role is to facilitate communi
cation, but not to set directions. 

Be s ays, "You can do a lot of things that 
help the poor-you can create a business that 
will help a few people-but when you organize, 
you can help hundreds of thousands." 
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U.N. resolu~ion bars "dumping'' 
.. Protection against products harmful to 
health and the environment" is the name of a 
resolution recently passed in the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. The resolu
tion addresses the problem of "dumping" 
of pesticides, pharmaceuticals, and other 
products on Third World markets when those 
products have been banned as hazardous in 
their countries of origin. Barbara Adams of the 
Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) worked 
with U.N. delegates as this proposal was 
developed. 

In July, 1982, Venezuela introduced an 
early version of the resolution to the U.N. 's 
Economic and Social Council. To facilitate 
serious discussion of the issue, Barbara 
Adams called a luncheon meeting at Quaker 
House and invited key U .N. representatives 
from industrialized and developing nations. 
She also asked Karim Ahmed of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council to attend the 
meeting and speak on the subject. 

Representatives responded very posi
tively to this opportunity for exchange of in
formation and ideas. As a result, Barbara 
Adams and Karim Ahmed continued to consult 
and provide information throughout the 
development of the proposal in the Second 
Committee of the General Assembly. They also 
made specific suggestions to committee 
members which helped in the process of 
developing the final resolution. 

Continued from page I 

Food reaches Africans 
In another village he found that the roads 

needed repair. In Qandala the needs were for 
wells for the villages, rain catchment reser
voirs for four farms. and cement-lined reser
voirs for frankincense collectors. Also a high 
priority on the town's list was sand dune fixa-

. tion. Sand dunes are moving into the town 
from the east at a rate of three meters a 
month. 

Then in Las Koreh he found a fish canning 
. factory that only operates occasionally 
because the men have no money to buy the 
fishing equipment they need from abroad. A 
similar situation exists at the agricultural 
school in Dayaha. "All the buildings you'd 

· want are there," Ned said, "but no materials." 
On his return Ned summarized for officials 

the projects he felt needed support: gardens, 
farms, trees and orchards, animals and 
veterinary services, fisheries, poultry. town 
and village water supplies, roads, buildings 
such as schools and dispensaries. 

"But the most immediate need is to 
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.. Unlike most U.N. resolutions," Barbara 
Adams writes, "this resolution improved and 
became stronger through negotiation rather 
than the reverse." The final wording, passed in 
a General Assembly vote, states: "Products 
which have been banned for domestic con
sumption and/or sale because they have been 
judged to endanger health and the environ
ment should be sold abroad ... only when a re
quest for such products is received from an im
porting country or when the consumption of 
such products is officially permitted in the im
porting country." 

The United States was the only country 
voting against the resolution (giving a 
resulting increase in the U .N. budget as its 
reason). All other western, industrialized 
countries voted in favor. According to Barbara 
Adams, "The level of commitment and in
volvement of the delegates to successfully 
complete the negotiating process was surpris
ing and encouraging to see. If we wonder about 
the value and effectiveness of this work, we 
only have to consider the share of a developing 
country's health budget that goes to useless 
and sometimes dangerous drugs, and the 
plight of workers handling mislabeled and 
dangerous pesticides." 

Barbara Adams has helped prepare an in
formation kit about harmful pharmaceuticals 
and pesticides and their export to the Third 
World. For more information contact: QUNO, 
777 U.N. Plaza, New York. NY 10017 . 

develop existing water and potential water and 
roads. Both proposals require tools, cement 
and fuel to transport the materials to the sites. 
The people are willing to dig and to collect the 
necessary sand and gravel. 

"As for roads there are three new ones to 
be cleared, four mountain roads to be 
smoothed out, two short, steep cliff roads to be 
rearranged so run-off water doesn 't ruin them 
each rain . They require the same materials as 
the wells , with a few axes, machetes. sledge 
hammers or metal pipes thrown in. Again all 
the labor is self-help. 

"I would also develop all seven of the 
natural springs in the Bari region, not only for 
agricultural purposes, but also for human and 
animal consumption. This will involve further 
study at the sites which I hope to do early in 
1983. Then if AFSC can find funds, we might 
undertake this project on a long-term basis." 
Our first few months were spent settling in, 
collecting supplies, getting to know staff of 
other agencies, and building two mud and 

Left: Women plant seeds in newly-turned 
earth at Darye Macaane refugee camp, 
Somalia. 

Below: AFSC's Chris and Clare Rolfe's mud 
and stick huts-their office and home-in the 
Darye Macaane refugee camp, Somalia. 
AFSC photos 

stick huts to serve as our home and office in 
the Darye Macaane refugee camp. We are not 
far from the border with Ethiopia. The camp is 
for Somali-speaking Ethiopians from across 
that border. 

We often wonder, does the nomad, who has 
traditionally moved his flocks of goats and 
camels in the area, see a border? The family 
always has had a few places where it settles, 
and where there are relatives. There were 
always quarrels, but now there is a war, 
soldiers and guns. Does the Somali "hello," 
Nabad (literally meaning "Is it peace?") have a 
deeper meaning? 

The camp is a quiet refuge if you can blot 
out the donkeys, the diesel corn grinders. the 
gun-carrying guards. Still the hills are 
peaceful with their covering of the refugees' 
well-made stick-and-skin huts called "awals" 
and with the river that divides the camp. 

But is it so idyllic for the estimated 40,000 
refugees? Two days out of every ten we are 
reminded that there is very little dignity in 
standing in line all morning for one's food ra
tions . It's a hard work for the women having to 
walk miles to collect wood for fuel. And it 's no 
fun when you 're six years old to have to carry 
heavy cans of water- many times a day-from 
the river to your awal at the top of a steep hill. 

And what of the changes in people's lives? 
Many were farmers. Now they have only little 
plots around their huts. Many were towns
people. Now the extent of their business is 
trading some of their rations in Boroma for 
vegetables, tea and soap. Many are families of 
women and children whose menfolk have left 
them in a safe refuge while they are out trying 



Lebanese families need homes, water 
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Left: AFSC's Chris George talks to Palestinian 
children at child welfare center in Ein el Hi/weh 
refugee camp near Sidon. 

Bottom left: A resident of Khiam discusses 
specifications for window frame with AFSC's Ct>ris 
George. 

Below: AFSC's Anne Nixon and local coordinator at 
site of MECC water resource development project in 
southern Lebanon. 
Photos by AFSC's Larry Miller. 

to restock their herds after several years of 
drought. 

We plan to cross breed local hens and White 
Leghorns to produce a more disease-resistant 
strain and more eggs. The mayor of nearby 
Boroma secures extra feed for the chickens 
from the local meat market and farmers. And 
women in the project swept up left-over food 
rations off the floor in the two distribution 
centers and storehouses for extra feed. Now, in 
December, it is heartening to see the hens are 
laying much bigger eggs than when they first 
arrived. And we have started hatching chicks. 

We gave tools to 50 farmers and many have 
used them to extend their plots, and seeds so 
they can produce more of a variety of foods for 
their families and perhaps sell some of the pro
duce. Each in return has promised to help a 
neighbor who has no garden. We also agreed to 
help the schoolchildren start small gardens. 

A typical day begins at six and by 6:30 
breakfast is cooking on our charcoal cooker 
(ex-biscuit tin). After 7:00 we begin odd jobs, 
making notes for meetings or preparing the 
chicken medicine. From 8 :00 until 1:00 it is a 
rush of meetings, talking with people, and 
other activities. After lunch, a quiet period, 
and we do some administrative work, mend 
clothing or tend our garden. At 5:00, tea, then 
a Somali lesson. By 8:00 we are exhausted and 
sleep comes quickly. We often ask ourselves, 
what solution can there be to this conflict? 
How can we contribute to peace? The capital. 
Mogadishu. is a long way off and so are 
the decisions affecting this camp and its 
many people. 

Over the past eight years, faced with the in
security in southern Lebanon, farm families 
fled to the cities. With the cessation of the 
bombing of southern Lebanon in the summer 
of 1982, many of these same people returned 
to their villages to try and pick up their lives 
where they left off. They found buildings had 
deteriorated or been destroyed. There were 
few tractors, plows. They needed seed. Even 
more critical the water delivery systems had 
suffered either from neglect or destruction. 

AFSC's Anne Nixon, seconded to work 
with the Middle East Council of Churches in 
Lebanon (MECC) writes:"We realized that even 
if we helped the returning families rebuild 
their homes they would have to have water to 
remain. MECC has now begun a water re
sources development project in this border 
area of southern Lebanon. 

"Already we have finished emergency 
construction of drainage canals in the plain El 
Marj which is farmed by people from the sur
rounding towns, both Christian and Moslem. 
Now much of the flooding has been alleviated 
and the people can plant winter crops in more 
than just a few spots. Our next task is to 
rehabilitate and improve a number of springs, 
and the existbg canals on the plain which are 
in a serious state of disrepair, and to drill 
wells. Farmers will then be able to grow crops 
in the summer, something lack of water has 
prevented them from doing for some years. 
The presence of mine fields around many of 
the water sources makes it all the more dif
ficult to do the work properly." 

Some 800 families have moved back to 
Khiam, a town which sits on a rocky hilltop in 
south Lebanon seven kilometers from the 
Israeli border. The population of Khiam in 
1975 was about 20,000. In the course of 
Israel's March 1978 invasion of Lebanon, 
Khiam was heavily damaged. It then was 
chosen as the site for training Israeli forces in 
urban warfare. As a result, most of the popula
tion fled north to Beirut, leaving Khiam a vir-
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tual ghost town. Roofs were smashed to get at 
steel reinforcing rods. In recent years almost 
every window and door frame was stripped 
from the houses for wood. 

As people gradually return to Khiam, they 
live for the most part in the better rooms of 
paitially damaged buildings. Given the cold 
winter their primary concern is insulation 
against the rain and the wind. 

AFSC's Chris George, also seconded to 
MECC to work on housing reconstruction in 
southern Lebanon, spoke with all factions in 
Khiam and got approval for MECC's plan to 
provide window and door frames to the return
ing families. In a recent letter he writes: 

"Each family that moves back will receive 
the Lebanese equivalent of $250 for windows 
and doors to be made by a local carpenter 
or ironsmith in Khiam or in neighboring 
Marjayoun." This will significantly improve 
living conditions for the families and 
transform cold shells into heatable and liv
able rooms . 

"Using local tradespeople will also 
stimulate the town's economy," says Chris. He 
is coordinating the project in Khiam, handling 
negotiations with carpenters and ironsmiths 
and also going house to house to determine 
specific needs. 

In the Sidon area he has launched a project 
in cooperation with UNRW A which will involve 
Palestinian students at the UNRWA Siblin 
Technical School in reconstruction and repair. 
in the Ein el Hilweh refugee camp. One of the 
first projects is to construct a fence around the 
child welfare center. Future projects will in
clude repairing the homes in the camp of 
Palestinian families designated by UNRWA as 
"hardship cases." 

"Rousing reconstruction is also pro
ceeding in West Beirut," Anne Nixon writes. In 
a personal note she adds, "Conditions here in 
Beirut are pretty miserable. It is very cold, 
very, very wet and rainy. and there is infre
quent electricity and therefore no water." 

Raids on farm workers increase 
Shopping centers have been raided. Wor
shippers have been taken away from inside a 
church. Children are afraid to speak with any 
outsiders. People are fearful of leaving their 
homes. These are some of the reported ex
periences of undocumented farm workers in 
Florida, on whom the Border Patrol has 
declared a virtual state of seige. 

"The whole state is a border," says 
Father Frank O'Loughlin of the Holy Cross 
Roman Catholic Church in Indiantown. "The 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 

is stopping almost anyone who looks Hispanic. 
Hundreds are being put into Krome Avenue 
detention camp in Miami. jailed, or deported to 
Mexico." Father Frank is a member of the ad
visory committee of the AFSC Undocumented 
Workers Program. 

The program is staffed by Bartolome 
Colom, the only private organization person 
recognized by the INS in Florida to provide free 
legal representation to the undocumented 
workers. Bartolome, assisted by 27 volunteer 
paralegals, works from early morning to late 
at night in attempts to help people understand 
their rights. He travels hundreds of miles 
almost every week to give information to com
munities in central and southern Florida. 

While the Border Patrol has been expelling 
thousands of Mexican farm workers, the 
government is proposing the expansion of im
ported labor programs from places such as 
Jamaica. These workers would be used to 
harvest sugar cane and other crops in Florida. 
Such employees, easier for growers and the 
government to "manage", have been brought 
to this country for years under the "H-2" pro
visions of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Law. 

The INS, which includes the Border Patrol. 
has conducted its big sweep since April, 1982, 
even forcing expellees to pay their own way to 
Mexico, and confiscating cars and other per
sonal property. "The tragedy is that many of 
these people would qualify for legalization 
under the proposed immigration legislation." 
said one AFSC staff member. 
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NEW FILMS AND PUBLICATIONS 
COMPARABLE WORTH 
This packet of materials examines the equal-pay
f or-equal-work issue from the s tandpoint of "com 
parable worth." It explores the effects of the present 
economic situation on women and looks at current 
trends. Order from the AFSC, 4 211 Grand Ave., Des 
Moines, IA 50312, for a free copy. 

CENTRAL AMERICA: ROOTS OF THE CRISIS 
Revised January, 1983, this 25-minute slideshow 
explores the background behind the current situa
tion in Central America and the U.S. role there. 
Order from Latin America Program, National AFSC, 
$60 purcha e; $15/week rental. 

THE MILITARIZATION OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
By Max Holland, this book contains 23 pages of text 
and documentation and 10 pages of graphs and 
charts in a detailed, critical study of U.S., European 
and Soviet arms sales to Middle East countries and 
the increasing militarization of this part of the 
world. Order from Peace Education Division, 
National AFSC, or check nearest regional office. 
$1.50/copy; Sl.25/copy for orders of 10 or more. 

Progran1s aid 
African won1en, 
Raise incon1e 
In the email country of Guinea Bissau, on the 
West Coast of Africa, AFSC's Women and 
Development program has been at work since 
1980, helping poor , rural women acquire in
come producing skills . Guinea Bissau has been 
declared the sixth poorest nation in the world, 
and, of its one million people, the rural women 
are the poorest sector. Since it obtained its in
dependence from Portugal in 1975, Guinea 
Bissau has been pursuing a development 
model aimed at a more equitable distribution 
of resources. 

"Still. rural w omen are sometimes 
overlooked," according to Paulette Nichols, 
the director of the AFSC program, "and some
times the agricultural programs add to their 
burden by giving them a double job." 

In cloae cooperation with the Women's 
Union, Paulette works to improve the lot of 
rural women. The Women's Union is organized 
on national, regional and local levels, and 
staffed by a group of enthusiastic, unpaid 
volunteers. Paulette serves frequently as their 
hands and feet, helping to develop agreed-upon 
projects. 

The development of program• begins 
literally at the grass roots, memb~rs of the 
Women's Commission and Paulette attending 
bush meetings where women come together to 
discuss their felt needs and devise strategies 
and programs for meeting those needs. Such 

Continued from page 1 

ROTC: A GUIDE FOR PROSPECTIVE CADETS 
A recently-revised pamphlet gives "consumer pro
tection" advice for college s tudents cons idering 
ROTC, pointing out all the poten tial disadvantages 
tha t might counterbalance the benefits s tressed by 
recruitment officers. 

It contains a special section addressed to Third 
World and women recruitees. Single copies 20 ¢ plus 
self-addressed stamped envelope: $20/200 from 
AFSC, 317 East 25th St .. Baltimore, MD, 21218. 

DARK CIRCLE 
Commercially-produced, this 90-minute docu
mentary film features AFSC work at Rocky Flats. 
According to MEDIA FILE, it took some "adroit film· 
making to extract a life-affirming message out of 
this horror of hydrogen bombs and plutonium pro· 
liferation ... we see other ordinary human beings ... 
facing and dealing with them as best they can." 

The film will be released to movie theaters in the 
spring. Readers can encourage local theaters to 
order the film. and make a point of going and 
sending their friends. 

meetings often end with dancing. "It's a way 
to release frustrations," Paulette commented. 

Out of the bush meet ings have developed a 
series of small economic enterprises. In 
Pelundo and Sua two soap-making coopera
tives have been formed to make a fine quality 
of soap from palm oil; in Gabu, women have 

AFSC's Paulette Nichols photographs her neighbors in 
Guinea Bissau before Joining them for a meal in their 
shared courtyard. 

Cutbacks hurt poor communities 
Some 92 % believed they would lose more ser
vices and programs before the end of Reagan's 
term. The current administration's apparent 
total disregard for the trust relationship they 
bear the Native American population under 
treaty rights was frequently cited as a source 
of alarm and disillusionment. Indians are fear
ful of the government's drive to force them 
into development of the gas, oil, and coal re
sources on their reservations for the profit 
of others. 

The Pacific Northweat s tudy was con
ducted in seven neighborhoods in the city of 
Seattle: in several other cities of western 
Washington State; and in Portland and 
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Eugene, Oregon. Agencies serving the com
munities were included in the questioning. 

Among individual respondents. 73 % re
ported having problems of their own or within 
their immediate family over issues of jobs and 
job security. Many spoke of cuts in income, of 
long periods of unemployment, or of the fear 
that they might lose their jobs. Some 63 % also 
reported that the budget cuts were affecting 
their children, through cuts in education pro
grams, the loss of school and summer lunch 
programs and reduced library services. Many 
reported sharing living space, skipping meals, 
avoiding trips to the doctor. Rather than 
strengthening family life, current pressures 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE 
CURRENT SITUATION IN GUATEMALA 
In Q and A format , this pamphlet explain s in clear 
detail the rela t ionsh ips between the Guatemalan 
government, army, and opposition movement and 
the United States. Single copies for 20 ¢; $1 2/100 
from Peace Education Division, National AFSC, or 
check nearest regional office. 

MAKERS OF THE CRUISE AND PERSHING 11 
This pamphlet lists by city and state, prime contrac
tors lind subcontractors involved in the production 
of cruise and Pershing II missiles with basic infor· 
mation about the specific work involved. Order from 
NARMIC, National AFSC. Single copies Sl: 50/$15; 
100/$25: 500/$115, all postpaid. 

THE MILITARY: 
WHAT TO TELL YOUR CHILDREN 
A pamphlet to help parents. teachers and guidance 
counselors advise young people thinking about 
military enlistment. It gives balanced information 
with a strong emphasis 011 alternatives. Send self· 
..ddressed stamped envelope and 20¢ to AFS . 317 
East 25th St., Baltimore, MD, 21218. 

learned to make candles out of previously 
under-utilized beeswax. A day care center 
is being built in Bafata and a bakery in 
Canchungo. 

AFSC has also helped to procure and in
stall rice dehullers and millet grinders for 
some eleven villages. Paulette learned in 
attending bush meetings that many rural 
women spend four hours a day pounding rice 
just for their family, and are often forced to 
sell their rice "dirty" at a low price. The 
women were enthusiastic about the time
saving features of the machines. They plan to 
charge themselves a small amount for using 
them, in order to provide for operators, repair 
and eventual replacement. 

Because most leaders of the Women's 
Union have full-time jobs, it is hard for them to 
travel to hard-to-reach rural areas; and 
although she often spends three weeks out of 
each month on the road, Paulette cannot get 
around to all the villages which have wanted to 
develop projects. An alternative plan has been 
developed to build and operate a centrally 
located women's training center for instruc
tion in nutrition, hygiene, infant care and 
family management as well as skill training in 
gardening, soap-making, candle-making, ac
counting, sewing and literacy. AFSC has 
assisted in developing these plans and hopes 
to play some role in the center's funding and 
implementation. 

During a recent home leave Paulette 
spoke of how impressed she was by the spirit 
of the rural women: "They somehow manage 
to be well informed about what is going on in 
the rest of the country and of the world, and 
they take seriously their role in the building of 
a new nation,•' she said. 

were threatening it, many respondents said. 
The agencies reported handling heavier 

case loads with less staff and less money, cut
ting services, shifting emphasis from com
munity development to short term, survival 
assistance. They confirmed that racial minori
ties, women and handicapped people were 
hardest hit. 

Both studies will be used by local groups in 
planning to meet immediate needs and 
attempting to offset the worst impact of the 
cutbacks. Both groups surveyed indicated 
their desire for a change of priorities which put 
human services first, then reduction of the 
national debt, and last, military spending. 



Assembling the new pump for bringing adequate water to Kompong Cham, Kampuchea. Photo by AFSC's John Pixton 

AFSC repairs water systein 
In January 1982 John Pixton traveled to 
Kampuchea on a short-term assignment for 
AFSC to assist a team of Kampucheans in set
ting up a sawmill donated by Australian 
Quakers. Today, with the sawmill and wood
working shop in operation, the Kampucheans 
are turning out lumber to build school desks 
and repair school buildings in Kompong Cham 
province. More than 500 desks-with space for 
six children to a desk-have been built to date. 

A year later John Pixton was invited back 
to Kampuchea to help repair an ailing water 
system in Kompong Cham City and to do the 
engineering work for renovating the National 
Rehabilitation Center. He speaks about Kam
puchea today and AFSC projects. 

If you would like a greater income on such 
stocks and bonds and yet hesitate to sell 
them because of the capital gains tax you 
would have to pay. consider the advantages 
of funding a Life Income Contract through 
AFSC's new Pooled Income Fund ALPHA . 

Through this fund you not only make a 
vital contribution to the humanitarian pro 
grams of the AFSC , b..1t you also receive the 
income from this gift, paid quarterly , for 
the rest of your life. Or the income may be 
designated for you and another, or for 
a relative or friend with special 
income needs . 

In addition, the new 
ALPHA Pooled Income 
Fund relieves you of 
the responsibility or 
burden of managing 
your own funds 
and - as your 
funds are pooled 
with those of 
other donors 
you gain the 
advantage of a 

Do you own highly 
appreciated 

securities with a 
low yield? 

One central fact about Kampuchea today is 
that 70 percent of the adult population are 
women, most of them widows. Children look 
fairly healthy, although malnutrition is still 
substantial, and infant mortality for those 
under four years of age is still very high. 
... The daily train to Batta.mbang carries a cen
tral car with a machine gun company, testify
ing to the still uncertain security in the north. 
. .. And finally, most grimly, mass graves are 
still being excavated testifying to the 
slaughter of large numbers of Ka.mpucheans 
by their own revolutionary regime before 1979. 

Seeing the sawmill in operation brought 
back how hard we had worked to get it 
assembled. The traditional sawmill for 

diversified investment portfolio . You can also 
be secure in the knowledge that the fund is 
administered by competent and experienced 
investment counselors. 

Because this is a new fund , you will be 
entitled to an income tax deduction in the year 
of the gift that is larger than that offered by 
most older funds . 

The minimum age for an AFSC Pooled 
Income Fund beneficiary is 50 years . Also the 
gift may be either securities or cash. 

If you would like further details on 
how such a gift may be to your 

benefit, we will be happy 
to send you material or 

discuss the matter 
with you on a 

con fidential basis . 
Please contact 

Robert Hindmarsh, 
Associate Executive 

Secretary for 
Finance, AFSC. 

1501 Cheny Street, 
Phila .. PA 19102. 

Phone (215) 241-7087. 

Would you like to know of 
an additional way you 
can support the work of 
the *American Friends 
Service Committee? 

·Kampuchea is a horizontal band saw. This 
double radial saw makes a new piece of timber 
with a single pass, and the teeth on the blades 
are replaceable if they become dull or are 
destroyed when they hit a piece of shrapnel in 
the wood. Steel pipes are used as a ramp to 
facilitate log handling, there being no such 
thing as fork lifts or dollies. One log can weigh 
around 3,000 pounds. I negotiated for some 
truck axle wheels to use for local handling of 
logs and this piece of "appropriate technol
ogy" seems to work. 

On my first trip to Kompong Cham I 
noticed the secondary school and the or
phanage had very little water, and the town 
had water only three hours a day. In March, 
after discussion with officials in the govern
ment, I ordered a new generator and a pump 
from Singapore. In November we took out the 
old equipment and lowered the new 850-pound 
pump into the well, and on a one-ton winch so 
it could be hauled back to the surface at a 
later time. 

We also had to solve the problem of marry
ing electrical cable to carry 400 volts, and get 
the new smaller diameter equipment hooked 
up to the old. When these problems were 
solved we mustered people "trom the neighbor
hood to snake the 20 meters of hose in through 
the window, then threw the switch. The new 
pump-using half as much fuel as the old
began pumping approximately three times as . 
much water, and to all the places we wanted it 
to go, even splashing out of a nearby stand
pipe. No water had come out of that pipe in liv
ing memory I was told. A second pumphouse 
was equipped to provide adequate water to the 
sawmill, orphanage and school. 

The AFSC has been supporting a rehabili
tation project for making artificial limbs and 
for training Kampucheans in limb-making. 
Now the government has given the project a 
special building, but it needs refurbishing. 
While I was in Phnom Penh we drew up plans 
and made lists of the supplies and equipment 
needed-cement, roofing, paint. AFSC will pay 
for the supplies and labor. The rooms for 
storage, leather and plastic work, stump 
casting, gait-training and the office-reception 
area all open onto a small courtyard. A former 
garage will be the classroom. Attached to the 
courtyard-complex is a three-story residence 
where staff can live and where people can stay 
while having their limbs made. 

NARMIC obtains 
access to U.S. 
defense data 
Word came in December that as a result of a 
court suit by AFSC's peace research team 
NARMIC (National Action Research on the 
Military Industrial Complex) the Department 
of Defense has agreed to release copies of its 
Technical Abstract Bulletin (TAB). NARMIC's 
Tom Conrad says, "We expect these docu· 
ments to be a big help in our work, providing 
us with information about trends in military 
research, development and planning which is 
the basis for the NARMIC map series, the 
MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL ATLAS OF THE U.S." 

NARMIC received TAB in 1978 and used it 
to prepare a publication on nuclear warfare 
research. A NARMIC request to receive TAB 
again. under the Freedom of Information Act, 
was denied in January 1982, appealed, and 
denied again in March. The attorney took the · 
case to court and won. 

AFSC believes that citizens have a right to 
know where nuclear weapons systems are be
ing developed and built. "Solidly researched 
information is the first step towards action," 
says Tom Conrad. 
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-------IN BRIEF----

Books sent to Africa 

Painting gift of Chinese for pacemakers 

The AFSC has collected and shipped 
3,000 books to the Soloman 
Mahlangu Freedom College of the 
African National Congress in 
Morogoro, Tanzania. The college was 
established to provide education and 
professional preparation for South 
African refugees who have hopes of 
returning eventually to their 
homeland to serve their people. 

Thi• paintin&-which now hangs in the national office in 
Philadelphia-was presented to the AFSC by a visiting delegation from the 
Second Medical College of Shanghai in appreciation for the 4,120 
pacemakers sent to Shanghai and Peking in 1981-82 for distribution to 
Chinese hospitals. The inscription on the painting reads in part: 

Students and administrators 
made a direct request for books for 
their college and pre-college pro
grams and for their library. Tl,e 
books- packed in plastic packages 
to prevent water damage and then 
into 15 barrels weighing 300 pounds 
each-were shipped by ocean freight 
in February. They dealt primarily 
with physical and life sciences. 
mathematics, liberation struggles, 
history. poetry and the arts. 

The region around Wu Yi mountain is one of the most scenic in China. 
Legend has it that many spirits live in jade caves along the river. The river 
itself winds upwards as if ascending to the sky, but each time bends back 
on itself. through nine bends. It looks as if there is no way through, but as 
you travel the river you find plains, many different views of mountains, 
pines, cranes and their nests, pavilions with drums .... Many figures from 
history have come here for inspiration .... 

Health hazards monitored in Hawaii 
For several years AFSC staff in Hawaii have been prod
ding the state to investigate and remove radiation 
hazards in the islands. In 1982 through its represen
tatives to the Advisory Committee on Radiological 
Safety, AFSC helped secure monitoring for alpha radia
tion in Pearl Harbor. The amount of plutonium in the 
harbor is a good indication of nuclear weapons acci
dents in the vicinity . 

In addition, AFSC has long been concerne<l about the 
potential health effects of high-powered transmitters 
located at the Naval communications facilities at 
Lualualei which create electro-magnetic radiation zones 
in urban Ma'ili and Nanakuli. The Navy ignored an 
internal recommendation for further study of the prob
lem until residents began to speak out and independent 
scientists challenged Navy-funded research that showed 
no dangers exist. 

AFSC is now working with Waianae citizens and 
with staff of the Cancer Center at the University of 
Hawaii to bring about a complete investigation. A bill to 
fund such an investigation has won the support of the 
State House's committee on health . 

Petitions call for new hearings on Japanese internment 
Petition• have now been filed in 
Federal courts in San Francisco, 
Portland and Seattle to reopen three 
cases that sanctioned the evacuation 
and incarceration of the people of 
Japanese ancestry during World 
War II. Legal historians have called 
the decision the worst since the 
Dred Scott case, which upheld 
slavery. All three plaintiffs 
(Hirabayashi, Korematsu, Yasui) 
from the wartime cases are filing a 
petition for a writ of error coram 
nobis. 

Such a writ calls for reopening a 
case when it is established there was 
substantial error at the time of the 
original trial . .. in this case, the 
willful withholding and suppression 
of relevant evidence, the altering 
and destruction of relevant records. 
and the submission of false or 
misleading evidence by the U.S. 
government. 

In 1942 Gordon Birabayashi, a 
Quaker. challenged the govern
ment's right to issue evacuation 
orders by taking his case to the 
courts. He was defeated . The AFSC 
office in Seattle was organized the 
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same year for the express purpose 
of assisting Japanese Americans 
who were facing internment, Gordon 
Hirabayashi among them. 

Last fall the attorneys filing 
the petitions approached AFSC in 
Seattle for help in publicizing the 
cases, and to ask that the national 
AFSC office submit an amicus brief. 
The AFSC agreed to both requests, 
basing its brief on the issues of 
group racial discrimination and the 
delegation of military authority over 
civilians at a time when no martial 
law had been declared. 

The Commission appointed by the 
United States Congress to investigate 
the wartime relocation and intern
ment of civilians of Japanese 
American ancestry issued a report in 
late February declaring that a grave 
injustice had been done, and that the 
move was motivated by "racial prej
udice, war hysteria, and failure of 
political leadership" not by military 
considerations. 

The report of the Commission, 
PERSONAL JUSTICE DENIED, makes 
reference to the AFSC at several 
points. mentioning our work in the 
camps. and in helping to resettle 
students and others. 

Japanese internment camp under construction in early 40's; barbed wire in foreground. 
one cubicle per family. 

Airing peace news on TV 

Nuclear New& is the name of a 
bi-weekly television program spon
sored by the Tex!ls-Arkansas
Oklahoma (TAO) office of AFSC. Pro
duced by Bill Crawford, a member of 
the TAO Oversight Committee, the 
cable TV show devotes half an hour 
to a mixture of interviews on 
nuclear weapons. readings from the 
press. and a listing of upcoming 
events. 

The second half hour consists of 
screening U.S. Army film footage . 
These films are unedited and not 
commented upon, since their con
tent speaks for itself. The show also 
promotes resources available 
through TAO and local disarmament 
activities. 

Training in nonviolence 

For over a year, AFSC's Hawaii 
area office and the Maryknoll Sisters 
have co-sponsored a project to teach 
classes in nonviolence in Waianae 
public schools. After training. a 
team of community volunteers 
works with school social studies or 
guidance classes. offering the 
students new means to cope with 
the violence around them-in their 
personal lives and in the immediate 
and wider community. 

The two-week units-for grades 
five through twelve- have won en
thusiastic response from students 
and faculty throughout the district. 
The project received one of the five 
statewide Outstanding Volunteer 
Awards for 1982 for the "most 
innovative and creative school 
program ... and a grant from the 
mental health division of the State 
Health Department to further the 
work in 1983. 

Teach-ins on apartheid 

Jerry Herman, AFSC's National 
Southern Africa Coordinator for the 
Peace Education Division. took part 
in teach-ins this winter at three 
universities in Kentucky and 
Virginia. The purpose of the teach: 
ins was to share information with 
the community about U.S. links to 
apartheid. 

Participants of the teach-in at 
Virginia Technical University have 
now begun an active university 
divestment campaign. 

At the University of Kentucky , 
some 75 people saw the film CRY 
FOR FREEDOM and heard Paul 
Robeson, Jr. speak on the current 
shift in U.S . policy towards South 
Africa . The evening concluded with 
a dinner and film with a group of 
concerned Catholics. 

The final all-day seminar took 
place at the University of Louisville 
in Kentucky, followed by an evening 
lecture at the Louisville Bapti t 
church. 


