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Approve pilot 
projects for I d- I 

Horn of Africa F 

"We sort of nibbled at the bread and cheese-an1 .4 

didn't even open the fish tonight-just didn't fee 
hungry," reported Susan Gunn from Ethiopia. "W, ePmr ,r , I  

all had the same thoughts as we left the camp. We can w , I leave. We can just walk out of the suffering-the hurt 
and hunger that we empathized with and tried to A* . = ). \ 

' .\ assuage as best we could, remains. For a few hours we 
'' 

r 1 

listened intently to the expression of their pain- I' 

where, how long, how much-and when words made 
>,, L \ 

no sense, we strained our other senses to understand 1 ,  
+i- *$ 

the need." '%" 
" 'Today it was bad,' the nurse wrote in the record ' a:: book. The statiqtics reeled off, devoid of meaning as r P 

4 .  ^ *"m, numbers can sometimes be: 200 seen. I50 cases , , 2 .  
,% v*2F?;* - " -  

malaria, 92 children. So many pale and listless babies, " %%,< . x\ 

lying in their parents' arms. 
"Why were they all so sick here?" Susan Gunn 

quoted a father who sat in a line with a child who had 
been ill for three months. " 'No food. You see, the 
drought, and then as soon as rain looked likely, we 
took our cattle to Negele-four days from here-to 
trade for seed. It's come up fine, but maybe it's the 
weather or the wrong kind-there are few cobs but lots 
of stalk'." 

These words came from Susan Gunn's reports dur- development of agriculture and income-generating 
ing explorations on how the AFSC might help some of activities among refugees. 
the people of the Horn of Africa. Following her return In Ethiopia, the project will be at Negele Borana in 
to the United States and lengthy staff discussions, pro- Sidamo Province in the southern part of the country. 
gams have been approved for rehabilitation and The aim of this pilot effort is to assist nomads, who 
develo~ment in Ethio~ia. and in Somalia-for Please turn to ~ a a e  5 

Visit Salvadoran refugees in Honduras 
By Eva Gold 

Researcher/writer with N A R M I C  (National Action Research on the 
Military Industrial Complex) a project of A FSC 5 Peace Education 
Divi~ion. 

The United Nations High Commissioner estimates 
there may be 70,000 Salvadoran refugees in Honduras. 
Some 20,000 are in the border region, 10,000 of them 
in refugee camps. 

In mid-October I went to Honduras as part of an 
ecumenical delegation seeking, primarily, to get first- 
hand experience of the situation of Salvadoran 
refugees. 

We visited two refugee camps-Colomoncagua and 
La Virtud-on the border between Honduras and El 
Salvador. Though our time was brief, between 
October 19 and 23 we were able to speak with scores of 
refugees and volunteers working in the camps, as well 
as others both inside and outside of the Honduran 
government. 

Some stories we heard: 
"An airplane swooped down on our village and 

dropped bombs which threw out sparks. Everything 
the sparks touched burned: homes, cattle, crops. " 
"My friends told me I should bury my Bible or throw 
it away. But I told them I could not do that to the word 
of God . . . . When the military came to our village and 
found my Bible . . . they asked me if there was any 
communication from the guerillas hidden in i t .  They 
asked me if I was a follower of the Archbishop 

Through the AFSC Central America Assistance Fund, money 
has been provided for shoe shops like this one at Colomancagua 
on the border between El Salvador and Honduras. Photo by 
AFSC's Eva Gold. 

Romero. Then they forced me and my children against 
the wall of our house and stuck a rifle in my 
m o u t h . .  . . 9 9 

Entire villages fled, walking the rugged mountain 
paths, scavenging food along the way to the border. 
Sometimes thev took as long as two weeks, often with 

Please turn to page 4 

AFSC opposes 
death penarty, 
new  prisons 
"The AFSC, believing prisons to be dehumanizing 
and destructive institutions, commits itself to sup- 
port a moratorium on the construction of jails and 
prisons . . . . " From a statement of the AFSC 
Board January 1978. 

With the renewed outcry around the nation for in- 
creased prison space, AFSC justice programs look 
back to this statement as they face new challenges. In 
San Francisco, the Justice Program is preparing 
educational information about two bond issues that 
will be on the 1982 California ballot. One bond issue 
for jail construction totals $800 million and is one of 
the largest such expenditures of any state. 

AFSC opposes new prison construction because it 
feels that there should be "humane and socially con- 
structive alternatives" to incarceration. Under the 
California Environmental Quality Act, new state 
projects are required to submit an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). The San Francisco AFSC 
office's justice program is preparing to challenge 
the addition of cells to a maximum security prison, 
arguing that the EIR submitted is inadequate because 
it does not recognize that these cells will be very 
unhealthy environs. The office also feels that the need 
for cells has not been demonstrated because too many 
prisoners are assigned unnecessarily to high security 
prisons and alternatives have not been adequately 
explored. 

Prison building is only one of the phenomena 
related to the call for harsher punishments that is 
sweeping the countrv. In Michinan. a state which has 
not had;he death penalty since-1847, the question of 
bringing it back will be before the state assembly in 
November of 1982. An AFSC staff person is now 
working out of the Ann Arbor office on a special one- 
year program to do education and organizing against 
the death penalty around the state. 

Justice-The Heloing Hand (JTHH) in Newark also 
works against the death penalty. Other priorities have 
been its Bail Bond Program, its services to families of 
prisoners, and support for the introduction of a Prison 
Overcrowing Emergency Powers Act. 

One exceptional story out of the Newark office 
involved a student from Princeton Seminary who 
worked with the JTHH project as a job counsellor. 
The proposal called for him to help 12 former inmates 
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The hiah cost of livina and lovinq 
4 4 e 

Excerpts from an address by John A.  Sullivan to AFSC Annual Meeting 

Even the most cursor! glance at the world we live in, 
beautiful as it is, .makes us realize how desperate a 
place it is for the millions of people who are hungry, 
homeless, hopeless, ground down or  held down. 

This is the world in which the AFSC is called to  
work. Not a world where everyone is polite to one 
another, open to  the sweet voice of reason, free of 
anger, hatred, resentment and violence. The cost of 
livinp is hiph and in the U.S.A. the standard of living is 
high. Yet even here we have scen the gap widen be- 

learning how to develop local and regional cooperative 
enterprises and associations and thus to take care of 
themselves in ways that enhance not only their living 
standards but their sense of dignity born of self-worth. 

We dream of a U.S.A. where black and white and 
other races, where men and women, where those who 
don't f i t  the narrow norms of a traditional society are 
truly equal and valued for what they bring to the com- 
mon good. We dream of a society where wealth is not 
the benchmark of value and where character, skill, 

life without exploitation or  violence. 
We want to trv, as William Penn said, what love can 

tlo. Rut love in this sense requires much of us. I t  is a 
love which says, if you believe in eaualitv, you must be 
~v-epared to pay the price for i t .  if you believe in 
justice, you will want to change the scandalous fact 
that niillions are hungry and economically deprived. If 
you believe in peace, you must be peaceful and join 
those who courageously oppose the mad dash for 
armaments. 

tween rich and poor. compassion and caring are the goals for which we has seen the  ol. love, of bitter 
It is sometimes hard to go on hopefully year after strive and the means with which to strive for them. We enemies sitting down to negotiate, of compassion 

year in the struggle against human greed and power- dreani of an America where, out of belated justice, we softening old suspicions ant1 distrust, of people 
seeking, against a myopic vision that says this is the right the wrongs which have come down to the seventh stooped over straightening up in new dignity ant1 
best of all possible worlds, against the inversions of generation of black people and Native Americans and determination. We have seen human nature reveal its 
truth and justice that come from the far right and far Hispanic victims of the aggrandizement of wealth and beautiful side. 
left. But this is the world in which we try to bring the power. 
message of love, of nonviolence, of cooperation, of The marvelous thing about these dreams of the These advances, sometimes small and isolated, 
self-development and empowerment. world as it  ought to be is that we don't believe these strengthen our hope and faith and renew our resolve. 

In our dreams we think o f  Israelis and Palestinian dreams are illusions or  naive utopianism. They are the The world is a beautiful place. I f  we dare to love, we 
Arabs bitting down to reason together. We think o f  logical goals of a world population which in its vast will try to keep i t  beautiful and prevent the destruction 
Asian or  African or  Latin American poor people numbers also yearns for peace, justice, equalitv and a o f  i t  and the human beings who depend on it. 

Visit European ( Brief uoholds 
" I siahts "or peace qroups d 

Vigils, ecumenical services and teach- 
ins highlighted United Nations Interna- 
tional Disarmament Week the last of 
October. As AFSC continued its dis- 
armament work around the country, a 
nationwide phone-in to the White 
House was organized for October 26, 
to  encourage a nuclear weapons freeze . .. 
between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.. BY 

In an effort to learn more about the Ji 

successes of the European disarma- d? 
ment movements, an  AFSC-organized 
delegation visited England, the Federal 
Republic of  Germany,  a n d  the  
Netherlands f rom November 10 
through 29. The group consisted of  15 
persons involved in peace, religious * - 
and other groups which work on  a na- 

After catching "Hollanditis," or desire to disarm, the AFSC peace delegation marches 
Or local level against the arms with European Quakers in Amsterdam on November 21. The group was part of a crowd 

race. AFSC participants were Terry of 350,000. photo by AFSC'S Dave McCauley. 
Provance, AFSC Disarmament Coor- 
dinators David McCauley the AFSC forefront o f  the disarmament move- arms race and bring around the condi- 

area and Jack o'Dell merit in the ]ate 50's and 60's. That tion for reversing it." 
of  the Peace Education Committee. leadership spawned wide opposition to  Although support for disarmament 

The Purpose of the trip, the arms race. Today the reasons that in this country 1s small by European 
stated by David McCauley, was "to Europe is responding so  dramatically standards, there are hopeful signs for 
learn f rom each other and act are several, including the neutron bomb the future. The ecumenical movement 
together-" spoke with decisions by Carter in 1977, and then by in the country to  stop the arms race i $  
European Peace activists, church offi- Reagan in 1981, and the 1979 NATO growing. Terry Provance noted,  
cials, scientistss doctors, and members decision to deploy the 572 medium- "There is real opposition in the Roman 
of the media. The  groups shared infor- ,ang, nuclear weapons in Europe." Catholic community. Several arch- 
mation about disarmament work in The group found the European bishops and bishops have made state- 
their countries, and ,movement widespread with a constitu- ments recently on the arms race. 
about possible trans-Atlantic cOOrdina- ency far broader than the traditional Hunthausen in Seattle, Quinn in San 
tion of laying the groundwork peace groups. They also found the Francisco, Matthiesen in Texas. . . . 

a return movement to be a positive force, rather 
tentatively set for this March. than the heavily anti-American one "It's not just the Roman Catholic 

The delegation participated in a portrayed by the press. Church. The United Church of Christ, 
large demonstration in Amsterdam, Terry Provance commented on  the P resby te r i an  C h u r c h ,  Ep i scopa l  
November 2 l .  The 1 5 - m ~ n b e r  group positive nature of the movement: "I Church, Methodist Church, to  name 
contributed t o  the crowd of  over have often said that the people of  some, have all endorsed the free7e. I 
3509000 with a sign saying, "We've Europe are doing more to save the lives think, in the next decade, there will be 
got Hollanditis!" of the people of the U.S. than the peo- much more church-attributed religious 

Terry Provance, reflecting o n  the pie o f  the U.S. are doing to  save their organizing. not juyt within the religious 
large crowds, said, "I think it is helpful own lives. The European organizing community, but in the surrounding 
to remember that Europe was in the can help break the momentum of the communities." 

undocumented 
"The situation in Texas for the undoc- 
umented person resembles early 
slavery," accordirig to an amicus brief 
prepared by the AFSC and joined by 
four other re l i~ ious  organizations in 
the case before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in regard to the exclusion of the 
children of aliens from public schools 
in Texas. "One grower, speaking of 
the Mexican farm laborers program 
said that 'we used to own slaves, now 
we rent them from the government.' " 

Just as slaves were once transported 
to this country in overcrowded ships, 
so illegals are smuggled from state to  
state in semi-trailer trucks or  U-Hauls 
without food, air or  water. Deaths are  
not uncommon. 

The Black Codes, which tied the 
blacks to peonage before and after 
Reconstruction, have their counterpart 
today in certain Immigration and 
Natura l iza t ion Service practices:  
releasing apprehended aliens to work 
at  less than the regular wage, aiding 
ranchers to break strikes, using the 
border patrol t o  regulate, not stop, the 
number of aliens admitted. 

Like the Rlacks, the brief states, the 
undocumented of Mexican ancestry are 
historic victims of racial myths and 
stereotypes, have experienced violence 
and exploitation consistently, and have 
been victims of segregation and Jim 
Crow exclusion, including the provi- 
sion of separate but unequal schools 
for children of Mexican ancestry. 

Despite this consistent pattern of 
racial discrimination, undocumented 
workers pay taxes and contribute 
directly or  indirectly to government 
services. This i s ,  in contrast t o  the 
generally held stereotype that this 
group "takes" but does not contribute. 

,-er service ~ul let in 
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Caribbean group 
develops network 
In 1979 the First Ecumenical Human Rights Seminar 
was organized by the AFSC's Caribbean Program for 
Justice and Peace. A second conference was held this 
October in Grenada, with the goal of finding ways to 
share information, personnel and resources from dif- 
ferent parts of the Caribbean on a continuing basis. 

The conference brought together 43 participants 
from I5 countries, representing religious. youth, 
women, academics, journalists, labor groups and the 
AFSC. 

From the common historical background of being 
citizens of countries that were former colonies, and 
that are in the geographical sphere of influence of the 
United States, the participants were able to  share in- 
formation and program ideas on four major areas: 
militarism, ecumenism, migration, and the geopolit- 
ical situation of the Caribbean countries. 

The conference listed program ideas for the future 
which would immediately involve AFSC in taking on 
two priority items: education and networking. 

Gail Rivera, staff person in Puerto Rico, will 
organize the production of popular educational tools 
such as slide shows and comic strips for use by groups 
in local programs. Every two months a newspaper will 
come out in three languages of the region, English, 
French and Spanish, to share current information. 
Gail will also facilitate the channeling of human and 
other resources. One example of this networking has 
already occurred. A group in Dominica needed 
lawyers in the field of human rights and a Jamaican 
group was able to provide the needed personnel. 

*4 w 
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SC's Gary Massoni 

Mexican women workers locked ~ u t  
One goal of the Mexico-U.S. Border Program is to They cannot go back to work at a closed plant or 
provide the public with information on border reclaim back pay from a bankrupt company. Even the 
is,yues. In this work AF,YC n1onitor.y developments in machinery, which might run a coopera- 

tive, is too debilitated and debt-encumbered to be 
the factories, or maquiladoras. employin2 primarily worth while. 
women workers in the border zone. working with a 
number of other a~encies including the Centro de 
Orientacion de la Mujer Obrera (C'OMO). 

This tragic story can be repeated time after time in 
the border development area, where through a Border 
Industrialization Program transnationals are given at- 
tractive tax exemptions and fiscal incentives in return 
for the opportunity to hire local workers at wages one- 
sixth of those paid U.S. workers. Plagued by mis- 
management and sensitive to the ups and downs of the 
U.S. economy, these plants frequently close or slow 
operations abruptly, thus throwing out of work many 
workers-primarily women-who have moved to the 
area in search of jobs in the first place. Thus the rate 
of unemployment goes up, not down in the border 
areas. 

Familiar, too, is the pattern of transnationals mov- 
ing further South in search of cheaper and more docile 
workers. The Zacatecas employees of Figure Flattery 
also struck this summer, but after 86 days they were 
forced to go back to work having gained very little for 
their long struggle. Perhaps soon this plant, too, will 
close, and the company will venture further South in 
search of workers who will not dare to strike. 

If this is the sort of development through private 
enterprise the present U.S. administration proposes 
for developing countries, the workers are in for some 
unpleasant surprises. 

The pronouncement of U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan prior to the Cancun conference that develop- 
ing nations can best be aided by private enterprise 
must have fallen strangely on the ears of a group of 
400 unemployed women workers in the city of Juarez. 

Employed until last summer by Acapulco Fashion, a 
New York-based wholly-owned subsidiary of Figure 
Flattery International Brassiere Company, the workers 
arrived at the plant on July 24 to find themselves 
locked out, the plant closed permanently and the 
newest and best machinery transferred to another 
wholly-owned subsidiary in Zacatecas. 

The lock-out followed a long period of negotiation 
between workers and management over an unprece- 
dented step up in the piece rate requirements and over 
back pay owed the workers. The women had negotiated 
in good faith, little knowing that the parent company 
had already filed for bankruptcy and had begun trans- 
ferring assets to their plant in Zacatecas, where 
minimum wages are even lower. 

Although the Mexican Arbitration Council later 
found in favor of the workers, i t  was a Pyrrhic victory. 

Venezuelan participant at human rights seminar, Ramon 
Castillo, discusses issues with Cuban delegate Luis Vitlal6n 
Rubio. 

Continued from page I 

AFSC justice programs continue 
find employment. The student was so successful he 
was able to place 17 persons in jobs, after making over 
1,000 calls to employers and agencies. 

Before leaving the program, he organized files with 
names of prospective employers for former prisoners 
to use as they hunt for jobs. Three people have already 
located employment using the files. One woman called 
an employer who said he had no openings. However, 
when he heard she was a mother who could not gain 
custody of her children until she found a job, he said, 
"Come down; I will find work for you." 

Wray Bailey, director of JTHH, commenting on 
this incident and the work of the seminary student, 
said, "This shows there are good people out there; we 
just have to make attempts to reach them." 

Other justice work continues. In San Francisco an 
AFSC-sponsored program provides services to women 
in the Santa Rita Rehabilitation Center in Pleasanton, 
California. When California passed Proposition 13- 
cutting taxes and state services-funds for these 
prisoners were severely cut. The program provides 

craft material for women to make things they can use 
while they are in jail, and offers dance classes, 
and theater, art and journal workshops. The women 
inmates look forward to these activities as a crea- 
tive break and as a chance to work on something 
meaningful. 

In two Massachusetts prisons-Walpole and Lan- 
caster-the AFSC's regional office in Cambridge is 
helping to carry out a seminars-forcredit program. 
The weekly seminars are supervised by a professor 
from Curry College, Milton, Massachusetts and focus 
on justice and prison issues. Prisoners, AFSC staff 
and professors lead the course, while inmates and out- 
side students receive credit for participating. 

In addition, the Cambridge Justice Program-along 
with Senator Jack Backman and Families and Friends 
of Prisoners, 1nc.-has filed an amicus brief in the 
case of Robert Howe vs. U.S., now before the 
Supreme Court. The case involves the secret interstate 
transfer of prisoners. 

. - . . 
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The AFSC has been in Santiago, Chile since 1973, 
working with community health programs. Judy 
Ress acted as program co-director from 1978 to 
1981. Before leaving her assignment with the Service 
Committee she talked about the program and its 
special relationship with women. 

AFSC initially was involved with comedores or soup 
kitchens, which were organized by mothers in 
neighborhoods to  give their children at least one good 
meal a day. Through the comedores, we discovered 
that malnutrition was especially high in newborn in- 
fants. So in early 1976, in the southern part of 
Santiago, we began a pre and post-natal care program 
with nutritional education for nursing mothers. 

Continued from page 1 

Visit Salvadoran refuge 
the Salvadoran military at their heels. Many refugees 
arrived in Honduras weak from exhaustion, fear and 
starvation. 

The camps we visited had been settled in March 
1981. At Colomoncagua the gravest health and nutri- 
tional problems have been overcome, though animal 
protein and vitamins are still lacking. The refugees are 
organized into cooking, pottery, sewing and shoe- 
making shops. Crops have been planted and ground 
was being prepared for a poultry farm. 

Conditions were not as good at La Virtud, which sits 
in a hot, humid valley. The rainy season brought 
flooding, tuberculosis, malaria and hepatitis. Often as 
many as twenty people were crowded under a 10 foot 
by 15 foot tarp shelter. Yet the refugees were 
organized--crops planted, school rooms established, 
and four special meals a day provided to the most 
severely malnourished of the children. 

Plans to relocate the refugee camps from the border 
region to the Honduran interior were troubling both 
refugees and volunteer workers. "We don't want to be 
relocated . . . . We are afraid of going very far." They 
want t o  stay where they can see El Salvador just over 
the mountains. Over and over we were told, "When 
the fighting stops, I will go home." 

They fear the effect on other fleeing Salvadorans. 
"The Honduran army doesn't want any more refugees 
. . . . The army is becoming an accomplice of the 
things . . . in El Salvador. That's why they want this 
camp relocated." 

We heard of stepped-up harassment of refugees and 
relief workers by the Honduran military: tent and 
'body searches; curfews; restrictions on access to  
latrines, water, farms and wood; and bursts of 
machine-gun fire. Early in November OXFAM 
American staff-and other international witnesses- 
saw armed Salvadoran military and paramilitary come 
into the camp at La Virtud after stopping at the 
Honduran military post outside, round up thirty male, 
refugees, tie their thumbs behind their backs and start 
to march them off. Only the loud protest of the inter- 
national witnesses brought about the release of the 
men, whose lives otherwise probably would have been 
lost. 

Our delegation felt the intensified harassment of the 
4 

As the program developed, we needed more follow- 
up with the women who had been in the basic nine- 
month care program. We began a second phase-the 
training of health monitors. They learned how to 
recognize malnutrition through a series of in- 
dicators-height, weight and scalp texture. To work 
with children still suffering from malnutrition, the 
women went out to the existing comedores. 

The women are now involved in all phases of the 
work. They recruit for, plan, run and evaluate the 
entire pre and post-natal program. 

The program involves a number of activities beyond 
the training aspect. There is some manual activity- 
making a mobile, learning a new recipe. The women 
may participate in a group dynamics game. Also infor- 
mation is presented, followed by discussion of the 
facts and the women's own experience. For example, 
one discussion was about nutrition. The women com- 
pared what they should eat with what they could buy. 
They then talked about the reasons behind the dis- 
crepancies and how to improve their diets. 

The monitors will tell you how much their lives have 
been changed because of their experience. Their lives 
were limited to defined roles as wife and mother; now 
they see themselves as persons. At first the husbands 
of the monitors were defensive, but in general, after 
the initial doubt, they became proud of their wives. 

From their participation in these programs, women 
realize how alone they feel, and how necessary it is to 
communicate with one another outside the home. 
Besides skills, they are interested in health, education, 
and housing because these things affect their lives as 
women. They want to understand the causes of their 
present situation, and what they can do about it. These 
women give us a lot of hope for the future of Chile. 

Although Judy Ress and co-director David 
Molineaux are leaving AFSC, these programs will 
continue under two new staff persons. 

es in Honduras 
refugees is designed to make the refugees want to 
abandon the camps. Salvadoran Defense Minister Jose 
Guillermo Garcia has called the decision to  relocate "a 
victory for us." 

Recognizing the United States has influence in El 
Salvador and Honduras, the delegation recommends 
that it be used to  insure the safety of the refugees in 
their present location and to allow for the safe crossing 
into Honduras of other Salvadorans seeking to escape. 

Seek data on Sahradoran refugees 

Information concerning El Salvadoran refugees 
deported by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and returned to their homeland is being sought 
by a group of organizations, including the AFSC, 
concerned about the fate of such persons after 
repatriation. 

In a Freedom of Information lawsuit to be filed in 
the U.S. District Court in the District of Columbia, the 
organizations ask the 1.N .S. and Department of 
Justice for information on all refugees returned be- 
tween March and August 1,  1981, and their 
Salvadoran addresses. 

When such information is obtained, it will be possi- 
ble to follow up on the fate of the refugees. There have 
been persistent reports that men and women face ex- 
ecution on their return, and refugees seeking political 
asylum affirm their lives are in danger. 

The government position has been to deny asylum, 
claiming that the Salvadorans are economic refugees. 
In several verified cases, refugees have been hurried 
out of the country, having been pressured to sign 
"voluntary" repatriation forms without proper con- 
sultation with legal counsel or even adequate Spanish 
interpretation. 

In Los Angeles, Tucson, Arizona and Denver, 
Colorado AFSC has received inquiries from relatives 
in regard to family members arrested by I.N.S. and 
never subsequently heard from. There also have been 
numerous reports of high bonds being set, and of 
refugees being coerced to waive their rights to apply 
for political asylum. 

The Pasadena office of AFSC is planning to expand 
its work with the Salvadoran refugees in California 
and Arizona. 

QUNO urges migrant 
rights: disarmament 
The Quaker United Nations Office staff is increased 
and enriched every year by two interns. Presently Ruth 
Brice works on Human Rights issues, while Alan 
Cohen centers his efforts on disarmament. 

Ruth Brice is assisting AFSC's Community Rela- 
tions Division and QUNO staff in monitoring a special 
committee of the United Nations appointed to draft a 
convention for the protection of migrant workers and 
their families. From experience in community work 
with migrant families and in U.N. affairs, AFSC is 
preparing a paper for the special committee. 

Observing sessions of the group which is drafting 
the convention and conferring with interested 
delegates, is part of Ruth Brice's assignment. Some of 
this discussion has taken place through QUNO 
organized luncheons and meetings. At one meeting 
with staff of QUNO, the Lawyers Committee for In- 
ternational Human Rights, the Mexican-American 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, and the National 
Association of Farm Workers, Ambassador Gonzalez 
de Leon of Mexico, chairperson of the working group, 
expressed his thanks for the work of the NGO's and 
encouraged their future participation. 

In addition to the rights of migrant workers, Ruth 
Brice keeps track of human rights concerns in southern 
Africa, and the denial of asylum to those who try to  
gain refuge by sea. Recently during a U.N. day of 
solidarity with South Africa's political prisoners, a 
QUNO letter of support was read. 

Since October, Alan Cohen has started his work in 
preparation for the Second Special Session in Dis- 
armament to  be held at the U.N. in June and July 
1982. He attends the preparatory committees for the 
session, and the discussions which concern disarma- 
ment, of the First Committee of the General 
Assembly. He has helped organize two luncheons, one 
on chemical weapons, and a more informal meeting on 
general disarmament issues. 

To keep Quakers and others up to date on the plan 
for the Special Session, Alan Cohen is writing a series 
of five bulletins that will come out periodically in ad- 
vance of the Session. 

Many Haitian refugees 
detained in new 
camp in Puerto Rico 
Haitian refugees are being detained in virtual concen- 
tration camp conditions at Fort Allen, Puerto Rico, 
AFSC's Caribbean project for Justice and Peace has 
learned. 

The refugees numbering 800-560 men, 237 women 
and three teenage boys-are being held behind barbed 
wire, housed in leaky tents, fed in cement block mess 
halls, and scrutinized by armed security guards. They 
are allowed very little contact with the outside world, 
permitted only to make calls on a pay telephone, and 
to see lawyers, certain churchmen and officers of the 
hated Haitian government. 

They are not allowed to see family members, nor are 
they released into the custody of families, pending the 
outcome of their hearings requesting asylum. 

Similar conditions prevail at Camp Krome North in 
Miami where AFSC staff has monitored conditions in 
cooperation with the Haitian Refugee Center, lnc. 
,In Florida the lawyers attempting to represent the 
Haitians in the asylum hearings have been harassed, 
and their task made virtually impossible. 

Practically none of the hearings result in the 
refugees obtaining asylum. The U.S. government takes 
the position that the Haitians are leaving for economic 
reasons, and giving little countenance to their claims 
of facing political repression-even deat h-at the 
hands of the Duvalier government. 

Supporters of the rights of Haitians were shocked 
and saddened by the October drowning of 33 Haitians 
shipwrecked near the Florida coast. AFSC was one of 
the religious organizations sponsoring a memorial ser- 
vice in their memory. 



1. A Norwegian missionary 
translates for AFSC's Susan 
Gunn (center) as the people at 
an Ethioplan feeding shelter 
describe recent experiences. 
AFSC will have a project in the 
area. 

2. A government-trained 
community health worker in 
Ethiopia offers asststance to 
the people in the shelter. 

3. An Ethlopian farmer talks 
about the drought and the 
effect it is having on his son. 

4. A Somalian camel herd. 

5. Southern Ethlopia, June 
1981. The people hadn't 
received food for three weeks 
due to muddy roads. Earlier 
they had planted some of their 
corn ration and now had to 
hanrest the green cobs to 
sunrive. 

6. Rain makes roads impase 
ible in Bale Province, Ethiopia 
and thus difficult for relief sup 
plies to reach those in need. 

Photographs by AFSC's 
Susan Gunn 
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Continued from paRe I 

Approve projects for Horn of Africa 
have suffered from drought and man-made disasters, 
to regain self-sufficiency through the establishment of 
a mixed economy of livestock raising, agriculture and 
traditional industries, in the hope that this may prove 
to be more economically viable and ecologically sound 
than their current life style. 

"The AFSC will help to restock herds in order to 
provide nourishment and a connection with the tradi- 
tional lifestyle," says Maghan Keita of the Africa desk 
in Philadelphia. "We also see this as a source of in- 
come for the veovle, as well as to enhance their var- 

purpose is to explore and develop a number of avenues 
through which refugees could undertake meaningful 
work, provide items useful for their own lives, im- 
prove their income-generating skills, and achieve a 
greater measure of self-sufficiency." 

Darye Macaane is located near Borema, a major 
agricultural town on the Djibouti road. It is one of the 
largest refugee camps in the region, at one time serving 
as many as 70,000 people. Until the situation of the 
drought and war can be ameliorated, it is likely that 
manv will have to remain in the camps for some time. 

ticipation and'contribution to the national economy. 
"This also will include efforts to improve and pro- 

tect the natural pasture in this locality, to provide basic 
veterinary services, to assist in augmenting of diet and 
in providing marketable products. There also will be 
health services as well as primary education for 
children and literacy training for adults." 

This project is focusing on the Borana nomads who 
have been left destitute because of war and drought. 
Other AFSC assistance in Ethiopia includes grants for 
schistosomiasis control in parts of the Awash Valley; 
restoration of hand-dug wells in Hararghe Province; 
small industries assistance in Sidamo and help to 
stimulate traditional crafts in Jijija, Hararghe; 
shelters, and an emergency food transport to Bale. 

I n  Somalia, the first phase of the program will be in 

The concentration of  people in the relief areas 
creates a rather unique and valuable opportunity to 
provide education and training. 

"The people need technical assistance in organizing 
work that will provide money and in teaching im- 
proved methods," said Susan Gunn. "They also need 
funds for raw materials, animals, poultry, seed and 
tools." 

A second phase of work in Somalia, will involve a 
year of program exploration in the northeastern part 
of the country. The exploration will help to determine 
the feasibility of a project there. "There will be con- 
siderations of reforestation," said Maghan Keita, 
"and the building of water catchments to provide 
arable land for agriculture. The project will also entail 
restocking nomad herds in this particularly remote 

the Darye Macaane c;mp. Susan 'Gunn said, "The area which has suffered over the from drought." 
5 



List alternatives 
to military in 
Chicago schools 
Chicago's Westtown and Humboldt 
Park neighborhoods are tough places 
for teenagers to grow up. U.S. 
statistics indicate that the largely 
Puerto Rican residents are 
economically worse off than whites, 
Blacks and other Latinos. 

On the streets, the Imperial Gangsters, Cobras, 
Latin Kings and Insane Unknowns conduct deadly 
battles for turf. Drugs are readily available. 

High school dropout rates are hard to determine, 
but appear to run well over 60 per cent. Unemploy- 
ment among those aged 18 to 26 is estimated at triple 
that of the overall U.S. population. 

Against this background, it is not surprising that 
some of the young people in these communities, as 
well as some parents, teachers and youth workers, 
believe that military service offers a good way out. An 
advertising campaign valued at more than $100 million 
constantly assures them that young people can find job 
training and educational benefits in the service. 

But others in the community have questioned these 
promises. Some months ago they talked with Antonio 
dos Santos, Community Relations Secretary for 
AFSC's Midwest Regional Office. Antonio discovered 
that their doubts were well founded. He learned that: 

-more than 50 per cent of the "dead-end," no 
future jobs in the military go to minorities; 

-90 per cent of surveyed recruits have re- 
ported rejection of their applications to take 
college work evenings and weekends; 
-minority people constitute 18 per cent of the 
overall U.S. military force, but receive 48 per 
cent of the bad discharges and comprise 53 per 
cent of the military prison population. 

Moreover, in the event of war, minority troops will 
likely bear a disproportionate share of the risk. 

-in Vietnam, 41 per cent of Latino and 34 per 
cent of Black service people were exposed to 
heavy combat, compared with 29 per cent of 
whites. 
-The World War I1 Puerto Rican casualty 
rate was one for every 660 members of the pop- 
ulation, compared with an overall rate of one 
per 1,125 members of the population. 

With facts like these in hand, community members 
asked that AFSC help develop a center in Westtown- 
Humboldt Park to assist neighborhood people in ob- 
taining a more complete picture of problems as well as 
advantages of military service. In November 198 1, 
Proyecto Urayoan opened its doors. 

In addition to publicizing facts about military ser- 
vice that recruiting posters don't mention, the center 
will provide information and referrals about ways that 
civilians can obtain additional education, locate a job, 
or deal with personal, family or community problems. 

Project Director, Roberto Caldero, who grew up in 
the community and is bilingual in Spanish and 
English, has already scored a success. Together with 
representatives of Veterans for Peace, he has met with 
Chicago Board of Education members and school ad- 
ministrators and counselors, arguing that if military 
recruitment is to be permitted in Chicago's schools, 
groups opposed to militarism should also be heard. 
School officials have agreed, and the principle that 
Chicago students will receive a balanced presentation 
of information regarding military service is well on the 
way to becoming an established reality. 

South Africa topic of U.S. tour 
"Had an excellent homecooked meal in a relaxed en- 
vironment with local Quakers and committee members 
at a house on the edge of the college campus of 
Guilford. Jerry Herman talked of his recent trip to 
South Africa and Namibia and suggested that the 
group might want to invite Eddie Mvundlela, a Soweto 
Quaker, to their area to speak to Quakers." 

"Met with former United Nations Ambassador 
Andrew Young, candidate for Mayor of Atlanta (he 
later won the election). He noted that students had 
been particularly active on the issue of the divestment 
of stocks from companies doing business in South 
Africa." 

These are among many notes from a three-week visit 
last fall throughout six southern states by a delegation 
of southern Africa specialists and liberation 
spokespersons. The group included Jerry Herman, 
National Coordinator of AFSC's Southern Africa 
Program; Rebecca Matlou and Lindiwe Mabuza, who 
represented the Southwest African Peoples Organiza- 
tion (SWAPO) and the African National Congress 
(ANC); Jean Sindab, Executive Director of the 
Washington Office on Africa; Carole Collins, Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Campaign to Oppose Bank 
Loans to South Africa; and Wilfred Grey, lnterna- 
tional Defense and Aid Fund Representative at the 
United Nations in New York. 

While not endorsing all of the positions of Libera- 
tion Movement representatives (SWAPO and ANC) 
AFSC felt that the representatives of these liberation 
organizations should have a platform from which to 
voice their views. The tour was coordinated by Thandi 
Gcabashe, AFSC's southern Africa staff person in the 
southeastern region. 

The group of six, travelling by car, started out in 
Charlottesville, Virginia and ended in Tallahassee, 

Florida. They met with students, journalists, activists, 
church and community groups interested in hearing 
about the critical issues facing Blacks in the white 
minority-ruled states of South Africa and Namibia. 

In Rirmingham, the visitors attended an informal 
gathering of civil rights veterans who meet periodically 
as part of a southern network. Those attending in- 
cluded the Rev. C. T. Vivian, long-time activist; the 
Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, whose work had been close 
to the efforts of the late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
and the Rev. Ben Chavis, a United Church of Chriqt 
Minister, part of the Wilmington 10, who was freed 
last year after ~erving a prison term arising out of an 
incident at Wilmington, North Carolina. 

"We found that people are worried about a number 
of issues affecting human rights and political power in 
southern Africa," said Jerry Herman, "and they want 
to take action. Concern over southern Africa is grow- 
ing and people want to know where U.S. policy in the 
region is taking us and how many people know about 
loans banks in their own communities are giving to the 
racist government of South Africa." 

One of the stops was near Pritchard, Alabama, a 
town initiated and sustained by slaves (and their 
descendants) reported to be on the last slave ship to 
land in the United States in 1859. Efforts are being 
made locally to make the site at the edge of Pritchard 
-called Africatown, U.S.A.-into a national park. 

"People are eager for information," said Jerry 
Herman. "They don't get very much from their local 
media." He added, "We found that there are active 
people throughout the south, whether in Quaker, 
Black, college, or other circles. We hope this tour will 
help provide them with alternative information that 
will allow greater insight into the troubled region of 
southern Africa~" , , I 
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Roberto Caldero counsels a young man who is considering 
Joining the Marines. 

African staff 
pay visit to 
Angobn leader 
The real fear of those in power in the United States is 
of strong African leaders who correctly place the in- 
terests of their own people above the security interests 
of the West, said Bill Sutherland, AFSC Southern 
Africa Representative, upon return from Angola. He 
arrived directly from there in late 1981, completing 
over seven years in Africa for the Committee. 

"U.S. leaders know that the Russians and Cubans 
are not in control of any part of Africa,". Bill 
Sutherland said. He and Jim Seawell, AFSC Field 
Director for TAMAPSA (Technical and Material 
Assistance Program for Southern Africa), visited 
Angola for two weeks-at the same time South 
African forces were invading from Namibia. 

Sutherland, and Seawell who is based in Zimbabwe, 
met with Paulo Jorge, the Angolan Foreign Minister. 
The high-level official was quoted as saying "Angola 
wants normal relations with the United States, but 
only as peers, with relations based on mutual respect." 
The visit to Angola, the first by AFSC staffers, 
allowed Sutherland and Seawell to meet with a variety 
of persons in the Foreign and Social Welfare 
Ministries. 

A second visit is planned by Jim Seawell and he 
hopes to be able to arrange a shipment of material aid 
for Angolans in need. A 30,000 pound shipment- 
primarily clothing, bedding, and some school 
supplies-was sent from the AFSC warehouse in 
Philadelphia to Angola last September. The shipment 
was distributed to Namibians living in Angolan 
refugee camps to escape the war for Namibian inde- 
pendence from South Africa. 

Rill Sutherland earlier spent four months travelling 
through Africa, meeting numerous leaders, and 
attending the conference of the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU), and the meeting of the All- 
Africa Conference of Churches. He also travelled to 
Zimbabwe. Tanzania, Mozambique and briefly in 
Zambia. 

In his discussions with members of South African 
liberation movements, Sutherland said that, "The 
leaders declare there has to be a basic change in power 
relationships in line with the democratic concept of 
majority rule." 



INTERNATIONAL DIVISION REPORT FOR 1981. This 
40-page report updates the activities of each program 
sponsored by the lnternational Division from October 
1980 to September 1981. A special introduction focuses 
on the work of the AFSC in the Caribbean and Central 
Amer~can region. A table of contents allows the reader to 
refer quickly to a particular program of interest. Order 
from the lnternational Division. AFSC, 1501 Cherry 
Street. Philadelphia. PA 19102. Cost: $2.50. 

Two new reports are available from NARMIC. AFSC 
National Office: 
MILITARIZING CENTRAL AMERICA: The U.S in 
Guatemala and Honduras (4 pages); and 
Refugees and Human Rights in Honduras. a report by the 
ecumenical delegation to Honduras in 1981. Single 
copies of each 50c: $2.50110: $121100. 

TIN AICHA: NOMAD VILLAGE is a new book offered by 
AFSC's lnternational Division-an account of AFSC's in- 
volvement with the settlement of nomads in Mali who 
were victims of severe drought. The book's 150 pages are 
a testimony to a people's courage, faith and ingenuity in 
the face of poor harvests, plagues of rats and other 
setbacks. 

Today, the project on the shores of Lake Faguibine, 
is viewed a s  a remarkable success both by the govern- 
ment and the residents. There are wells, gardens, fields 
of rice and millet. Livestock continues a s  a major activity 
with several family members traveling with the herds dur- 
ing the dry season. A primary and middle school, clinic, a 
cooperative store, and a weekly market that draws 
buyers and sellers from the entire area have made Tin 
Aicha the service center for nomads within a radius of 50 
miles. 

This then is the story of Tin Aicha, and the more 
than 200 families who in seven years have made a suc- 
cessful transition to a way of life which not only provides 
them with food, but with the means of maintaining their 
own culture and dignity. 

The report includes an assessment of the project by 
the regional school director, by the headmaster of the Tin 
Aicha school, by seven heads of families in Tin Aicha, 
and the two AFSC field staff who were involved, telling 
what the experiment has meant to them personally and 
to the people. 

For, copies of .the book write the AFSC's Inter- 
national Division, the National AFSC office Cos.t'W.50 
plus $1.50 for postage. 

Improve water, health in Thai camp MI 

In a Hrnong refugee camp in Thailand, AFSC's Jill 
Arace has begun a project to make cement jars for 
storing drinking water and collecting rain. At present 
each family must carry their water in a bucket, up 
from a central source-back and forth all day. The 
water in the bucket then stands open, becomes con- 
taminated. and is a potential source of disease. 

Trainees will represent various sections of the camp 
and make jars for their respective areas. AFSC and 
UNHCR funds will be used to hire a project supervisor 
ant1 to pay for the materials and their transport. 
Trainees will also be instructed in making tin lids for 
the jars. 

Jill writes, "We are planning on having the trainees 
prepare a water jar construction manual in Hmong. 
I'd also like to do a short piece for the recipients of 
the jars, cautioning them to store water from the taps, 
not the wells, and explaining how to keep the jars 
clean . . . . 9 9 

Another accomplishment has been a health educa- 
tion booklet for the camp which Jill wrote first in 
English, using two basic health books and with occa- 
sional advice from hospital staff. Paj Txhim, one of 
the camp leaders, then translated the text into Hmong 
and Foom Yaj added drawings. "I encouraged them to 
change anything if i t  would help the Hmong people 
understand it  better, and we adjusted the text accord- 
ingly," Jill said. "Originally the book just focused on 
the origins and prevention of dysentery, skin infec- 
tions, etc. After we heard that the U.N. might be in- 
terested in printing i t  we added additional material on 
primary care. 

"The process of doing the book was most in- 
teresting. The last two weeks we worked in Paj 
Txhim's house. Everyday I hauled my typewriter up 
the hill and tried to get through long sentences in 
Hmong without making a mistake. People would 
come to stare at my typing . . . and to peek at the draw- 
ings. We are wonderfully proud of the results-Paj 
Txhim, Foom Yaj and I-and 1 think everyone is 
happy to have a product from their own camp. 

Right: Foom Yaj - ,LA 
prepares drawinqs , 

. for health educa- 4. 

tion booklet. 
Below: Paj Txhim 

3. 
who translated the / 

text into Hmong. 

"The hook was designed as a resource book and 
teaching tool rather than to be read from cover to 
cover," she writes. "An educator may visit someone 
with dysentery, for example, and go over with that 
person the origins and prevention of the disease. I t  can 
be a starting point for discussing other subjects in the 
book on subsequent visits. All the medical people want 
copies and the Hmong medics each want one, too." 

Jill closes, "I now have a Hmong name. Nqaum 
Paj, which means joyfulness and celebration. . . . I'm 
really looking forward to Hmong New Year next 
month which I'll  be celebrating with Paj Txhim's 
family. . . . Along the road the rice is maturing into 
grain; the corn which has been hanging up to dry is be- 
ing ground off the cob, put in sacks and stored or sold. 
The rainy season is coming to an end and it's getting 
cool. . . . Love, Jill. 

Arms control expert visits U.S.S.R. 
Continuing a program of exchanges begun in the early 
1960's. a woman, well versed in the issues of nuclear 
weapons and in world military research and develop- 
ment, made a visit to the U.S.S.R. on behalf of the 
AFSC. Randall Forsberg, Director of the Institute of 
Defense and Disarmament Studies, Boston, visited the 
Soviet Union from December 6 through 20. 

Fonherg's invitation came through the AFSC's 
lnternational Division which was asked by the 
U.S.S.R.-U.S.A. Society, Moscow, to send a disarma- 
ment specialist for the two-week stay late in 1981. This 
was a reciprocal visit for the Soviet disarmament 
specialist, Oleg Bogdanov, who was in the United 
States for two weeks last March. He is a Senior 
Research Fellow of the Institute of State and Law, 
U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences. 

Randall Forsberg previously worked .at. - the 
Stockholm lnternational Peace Research Institute 

(SIPRI). She is co-author of a book, The Price of 
Defense, published in 1979 by the New York Times 
Publishing Company. Randall Forsberg is a Ph.D. 
candidate in political science at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, specializing in 
military policy and arms control. 

She lectures widely on these subjects throughout the 
United States and abroad. A busy speaking schedule 
and travel awaited her upon return from meetings with 
Soviets in academic institutes, the foreign ministries, 
and with journalists. 

The AFSC began a concern SoPtdialogue with the 
Soviet Union in the mid- 1950"s. . ' ~ r o m  various ex- 
changes through the years, the AFSC has a long list of 
contacts in the Soviet Union. Many factors have 
helped to create a bridge of communication and to 
broaderi [the lconiaus~for the Soviet pdrticlgdritk ih,the., 
United States. 

- 
I 
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A/.'\(,'\ (;c.orgc, Ovr. ( 1 1 a f f )  nnrl \z I I I ,  htr/. j,clrtrc lpntr 
in nn O c t o l ~ ~ r  forum ~n Ph11ndr.lphra on t l i r .  rvncun- 
tron and rnternment of Iapanrsc. Amerrcans during 
World War 11. AFSC assisted w~th  the planning. 

Redress for Japanese -Americans 
When AFSC testified last summer before the 
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Intern- 
ment of Civilians, on the internment of Japanese- 
Americans during World War 11. staff were asked 
to forward to the Commission AFSC ideas ahout 
redress. what form it should take, and how it 
might be accomplished fairly and equitahly. 

In its October letter to the Comm~ssion's 
chairperson. AFSC listed a number of points: 

The only requirement for general redress should 
he some record of being interned by the Un~ted 
States government. All internees suffered 
Constitutional violations. All were damaged by 
those violations. 
There should be no discrimination against those 
interned who protested anti as a result received 
crlminal conv~ctions, or who renounced them 
American citizenship, or who reaffirmed their 
Japanese citizenship and were repatriated. 
In closing AFSC stressed that redress should he 

a financial as well as a moral priority for the 
United States, and noted that payment of neces- 
sity should be prompt since first generation sur- 
vivors are declining. 

- .N 

Aid to Kampuchea 
"I need to do eome shopping. Could I have 
$300,000, please?" asked AFSC's representative in 
Kampuchea. Eva Mysliwiec. She was traveling to 
Singapore to purchase much-needed school sup- 
plies for Kampuchean children-notebooks, pen- 
cils, erasers. The country's goal is complete 
literacy by the end of 1982. Eva also spent 
$100,000 of the total for sprayers and insecticide 
for farmers in Kompong Cham Province. She 
reports bad weather has meant food production is 
not likely to equal last year's, which was 30 per 
cent short. AFSC funds in the past few months 
have also helped with reconstruction at two 
orphanages, and to purchase supplies for vaccina- 
tion of cattle. ,/-r 

I 

AFSC goal: end to discrimination 
For over 30 years the AFSC has sponsored 
projects aimed at the elimination of dlscrimina- 
tion on account of race and sex. For this reason 
AFSC was alarmed at the substantial changes in 
federal affirmative action regulations for govern- 
ment contractors proposed on August 26, 1981, 
fearing that the message from the federal govern- 
ment will now be that equal employment oppor- 
tunity is no longer of great importance, undoing 
the significant gains of the past seventeen years. 
In October the AFSC sent its comments on the 
proposed changes to the Office of Federal 
Contract Compliance. In summary AFSC said: 

The proposed revisions indicate an intention to 
reduce the "burdens" on industry and to en- 
courage voluntary compliance. There is, however, 
no evidence that either voluntary compliance will 
result or that protection will not be infringed. 
While the Administration speaks of cost savings 
to industry because of the reduced paper work 
burden, it has not addressed the social costs of 
continuing high unemployment and underemploy- 
ment to minorities and women. The AFSC has 
worked for many years with individuals and com- 
munities who pay this price. The people of the 
U.S. through them government have made a com- 
mitment to take this burden off the backs of those 
who are poor and excluded. We must keep this 
promise. 

/--.I 

'AFSC seeks information on nuclear weapons accidents 1 
1 

When the Titan 11 missile exploded in its 
Arkansas silo ~n fall 1980. Air Force officials 
refused to answer questions about the missile's 

'I ;v nuclear warhead. Residents of the area-who 
would have been affected hy a release of radia- 

- ,  
tion-were upset. Subsequently the Air Force con- 

/---- *- cluded that the better policy was candor. As a 
$!-  L;?>\ p result Defense Department researchers released 

,m1! 'TI?? k :-+#- --- 1 1  
summarirs of 32 accidents involving U.S. nuclear 

A 1 %  <.'#"LA - , weapons from 1950 to 1980. 
- -- -. The Hawaii office of the AFSC said the 

Pentagon's unclassified lists included only the 

I 

Learning about Indians 
In October more than 60 educators attended a 
conference called "Learning and Teaching about 
Indians in Maine," developed by AFSC's Maine 
Indian Program under the direction of Mary 
Griffith and a working committee of Native and 
non-Native people. Speakers from the 
Passamaquoddy, Penobscot and Maliseet tribes 
gave teachers first-hand information about Indian 
concerns, concrete ideas about how they can 
help, and a chance to unlearn stereotypes. 

Teachers commented they had gained from the 
openness and honesty of the speakers and their 
sharing of personal experiences and insights. 
"more than if we had just watched a film or 
listened to an 'expert' on Indian affairs." 
Another said. "For me what was most interesting 
and moving was to hear people talk about thew 
own lives-the cost to them personally of 
stereotyping. . . ." 

AFSC a disarmament resource 

Can you provide us  with a apeaker on disarma- 
ment . . .? DO you have information you could 
send us on the violation of human rights in El 
Salvador? AFSC peace staff in various parts of the 
United States are continually called on for 
literature, background information, statistics. 
AFSC's Pam Solo of the Rocky Flats Disarmament1 
Conversion Project in Denver gives three 
examples: "Universal Studios called requesting 
our materials for their use in producing a film on 
nuclear war and its probability. . .; a publisher in 
West Germany wants us to contribute a chapter 
for a book on U.S. disarmament efforts, and the 
Canadians have asked us to serve a resource 
people as they develop strategies for a campaign 
to make Canada a nuclear free zone. 

most serious nuclear weapons accidents. 
To obtain more information the AFSC has filed 

a Freedom of Information lawsuit in Hawaii seek- 
ing access to reports on the navy's nuclear 
weapons accidents. In response, the navy 
acknowledges the existence of three classified 
documents-running to 855 pages-describ~ng 
naval nuclear weapons accidents between 1965 
and 1977, hut refuses to release them. 

A navy security manager reports the documents 
consist largely of one-page accident summaries. 
This would seem to indicate that there have been 
hundreds of unannounced naval nuclear mishaps. 

A trial date has been set for July 1982. 

_ * *  

Photo hv AFSC'P Linda Rullnrd 

Women weave a "web of life" on the steps of 
the Pentagon during the Women's Pentagon 
Action held November 15 and 18. A number of 
AFSC staff participated in the event which, for 
a second year, brought together women from 
across the United States to appeal for an  end to 
violence in foreign policy. 


