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AFSC rener de1eua11on reports 
N._ Vietnamese want accords to work but are prepared tor r.enewed bombing 

. . 
Bronson P. Clark, AFSC's national livered $20,600 in heart surgery 
exi,:cutive secretary, just back from equipment for the Viet :Que teach
an official visit to Hanoi, reported ing hospital in Hanoi and for the 
that the North Vietnamese are • Vietnamese Red Cross. 
reappraising U.S. military and With Clark were Dr. Robert C. 
political strate.~ _and are pre~ared Stever of Seattle, a physician with 
fo~ the po~s1b1hty of Pres1d~nt Group Health Cooperative of 
Nixon _ordermg renewed bombmg Puget Sound; David Elder, AFSC 
o_f their. country. At the same Indochina representative; and Mar
tune, said Clark, they want the tin Teitel, director of Asia Service 
Vietnam ceasefire accords to work Programs for AFSC. 
and are literally rebuilding homes, Plans were made for further 
plants and public buildings with shipments to the North Viet
their b:rr~ ~ands in an am:iosphere namese under the special AFSC 
of optimistic reconstruction, and North/South Vietnam fund drive 
with little outside help. to add a million dollars to its cur-

Clark, together with three rent million dollar budget for aid 
other AFSC representatives, visited to all parts of Vietnam, and for 
Hanoi from April 14-21 and ~e- peace education and action in the 

United States. 
The AFSC delegation visited 

Hanoi, Haiphong and the pro
vincial capital of Hong Gay, north
east of Haiphong, a city which 
Clark said was literally destroyed 
by U.~. bombing, "As an Ameri
can," he said, "I was impressed. 
by the pinpoint accuracy of the 
bombing. The air force took out 
what it wanted to and that includes 
homes, schools and hospitals. The 
American people have been misled 
about what the air force was .doing; 
it was punishing people, levelling 
targets that included hotels, 
schools and hospitals, and doing 
carpet-bombing that took out 
whole districts." 

Clark said that North Viet
namese medical · specialists now 
feel they'have definitely establish
ed a link between U.S. defoliants 
and an alarming spread of liver 
cancer . in Vietnam. The Viet
namese believe that dioxin, a long
lasting cancer-producing byprod
uct in U.S. defoliants, has been 
absorbed by fish and shellfish and 
is now going into the Vietnamese 
diet. 

The Hanoi medical officials 

Ouaker Ser.vice 

asked AFSC to send a representa
tive accompanied by an expert on 
can,cer of the liver to ~pend up to 
a month in North Vietnam re
searching and seeking ways to stem 
the spread of liver cancer. The 
request will go before the AFSC 
Board of Directors this spring. 

Clark said the North Vietnamese 
expressed conviction that the U.S. 
Administration has a 9-point 

strategy following the Paris 
ceasefire agreements: massive aid 
to President Thieu of- Saigon; 
replacement of U.S. military tech
nicians with U.S. civilian tech
nicians; non-recognition of - the 
Provisional Revolutionary Gov
ernment of South Vietnam; build
up for Thieu in his American tour 
and ignoring of the agreement on 
civilian prisoners in South Viet
nam; pro.crastination on mine
sweeping ·which seriously affects 
the Vietnamese seafood supply; a 
hatred campaign over American 
prisoners of war; the. use of South 
Vietnamese forces and U.S. air
power in Cambodia; U.S. air force 
oyerflights in North Vietnam air 
space; and holding out a threat to 
bomb North Vietnam again. But, 
said Clark, their spirit is undimin
ished and they have learned to live 
with U.S. bombing. 
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Saigon's POiiticai Prisoners 
essential to lasting peace 
The possibility of a lasting peace 
and reconciliation in Vietoain may 
well rest on the fate of an esti
mated 200,000 civilian prisoners 
still held captive by the Thieu gov-

ernment. 
Catholic students, Buddhist 

monks, intellectuals and profes
sionals, the prisoners comprise the 
bulk of what is known as the 

-------------- ''Third Force" in South Vietnam. 

The rich 
are richer 
"The wealthiest 10% of our fami
lies receive 29% of all income, 
and own over 56% of the wealth, 
while the · po9rest- 10% receive 
only 1 % of the income, and owe 
more than they own," reported 
Cushing N. Dolbeare to the House 
Ways and Means Committee in 
March. Ms. Dolbeare is an inde
pendent consultant on h9using 
and urban problems, and is on the 
national board of AFSC. 

Tax reform is central to at
tacking the problems of the in
equitable distribution of wealth 
and income in this country, she 
said, and she recommended five 
basic principles that should guide 
Congress in considering the issue: 

· • Society has a primary respon
sibility to assure all people fair 
access t_p the resources and ser
vices required to meet their basjc 
needs. 

• . Social security taxes should 
be made more progressive. 

• The exemptions, deductions 
and special forms of treatment 
contained in the present tax sys
tem are really subsidies, and al
most all should be eliminated 
exl!ept for a personal exemption 
related to a level of guaranteed 
income.. · 

• All subsidies should be re
viewed periodically .. 

• There should be a ceiling on 
the total cumulative amount which 
any person could receive in com
bined gifts and inheritances during 
bis or her lifetime . . 

Imprisoned for having opposed 
the Thieu regime, which they saw 

, as undeIQocratic and repressive, 
they were, for the most part, po
litic~y neutral. 

"Their outlook lies between that 
of the Saigon government and the 
views of the National Liberation 
Front," said Don Luce, disqov
erer of the notorious Con Son 
Island prison's "tiger · C!lges," and 
participant on a nationwide speak
ing tour sponsored by AFSC. 
"After more than a decade of in
tense and fratricidal war," he said, 
"these people are vital to the suc
cess of attempts at accommoda
tion and reconciliation." 

On a separate tour Jean-Pierre 
Debris and Andre Menras, two 
Frenchmen recently released from 
a Saigon_ prison after serving two 
and a half · years for peace activi
ties, claimed that the Thieu gov
ernment was in the process of 
liq"\,lidating civilian priso.ners. 

"If the Thieu regime is going to 
have a chance of survival, they've 
got to get rid of everyon~who has 
lived in these prisons who could 
tell what they've experienced," said 
the two Frenchmen. They held 
tli.at this was especially true for the 
Catholic students and Buddhist 
monks who have refused military 
service. 

"They can't be called 'Com.mu
nists'-they are from families 
well-known to the Saigon upper 
classes. Because of their religious 
and social standing, people will 
believe them." 

Debris and Menras said that · 
many political prisoners were 
being reclassified as common 

Saigon's political prisoners 

continued on page 7 

AFSC monitors silualion American 
Friends 
Service 
Committee wounded Knee .not 

an isolated crisis ...... 

Wounded ~nee as a place ,o make a stand was highly symbolic. A mas
sacre of Indian families took place there less than a hundred yeJ11rs ago. 

seminar tocuses on 
ussn-us coouerauon 
The . sixth Reciprocal Seminar 
sponsored by • the American 
Friends Service Committee and 
the Institute of Soviet-American 
Relations of Moscow was held this 
year in Tallin; EstQnian ·Soviet So
cialists Republic. The eight Amer
ican participants left the U.S. 
March 23 and returned A:pril 8. 

The first week of the seminar 
involved free-wheeling, off-the
record discussion in Tallin. The 
agenda focused on "USSR-US re
lations-the new . phase of coop
eration." During the second week, 
the group went to Moscow where 
the Americans visited academic 

institutions, clinics, day care cen
ters, and women's organizations. 

The American representatives 
included Anthony Lewis, head of 
the London Bureau of the New 
York: Times and winner of two 
Pulitzer prizes. 

The Reciprocal Seminar is one 
of three exchanges co-sponsored 
by AFSC that take place between 
the two super-powers. The others 
are the Russian-American teacher 
exchange and the Tripartite sum
mer program (or young people, 
which also includes representatives 
from Great Britain. 

By TOM LEFFLER 

North Cental Region 
and 
PHIL BUSK.IRK 

Community Relations Division 
. When American Indian Movement 
leaders and supporters took and 
held the . small . village of 
Wounded Knee, Pine Ridge Reser
vation, South Dakota, in order to 
press for their demands against the 
Federal Government, the Ameri
can Friends Service Committee 
found itself drawn by the for~ 
of events and a traditional Quaker 

. concern to become involved in that 
complex situation. 

Although U.S. Government offi
cials have tried to confine the issues 
to law and order as relating to 
occupation of the village of 
Wounded Knee, the crisis at 
Wounded Knee cannot be seen as 
an isolated concern. So long as the 
American people and their elected 
representatives refuse to open 
wide-ranging and decisive negotia
tions with representative Native 
Americans on treaties and their 
implementation, Indian land and 
its management, control over nat
ural resources, new structural 
relationships with Federal and 
State governments, restoration of 
development resources and the 
other big issues there will be new 
dramatic attempts by Indians to 
show the need for change. Prec
edents for -protest action exist in 
all history but they have sped up 
in recent years as the gap between 
promises and reality becomes more 
intolerable . 

The Service Committee found 
most value in our remaining in,an 
essentially observing role while 
supporting Native American at
tempts at finding a positive solu
tion. An initial concern was to see 
that the medical needs of the 
people in the beseiged-village were 
being met. Two doctors, Arthur 
Warner of Denver and William 
Huesel of Hooper, Nebraska, visit
ed Wounded Knee a,t different 

Wounded Knee 
continued on page 2 



LeadershiD training 
in Indianapolis 

Who eats 1anuca? 
.. By BILL HAYDEN 

Dayton Regional Office 

"We have a problem with institu
tional racism in. Indiaaapolis-six 
bl.;icks serving on so.me twenty 
boards of directors. of public· and 
private agencies." It was Fay 
Williams, wpman lawyer and civil 
rigbts activist talking with· Matt 
Thomson, the late executive secre
tary of the Dayton R1!gion. "Part 
of the problem is lack of knowl
edge of how boards function, how 
to make proposals, how to develo.p 
support. We need a program in 
training for leadership/' 

With Richard Talbert chose.n to 
be director of the program and a 
local cori:nirittee of fifteen headed 
by Fay Williams to guide him, the 
program developed rapidly. Tal
bert persuaded Indiana-Purdue 
University to co-sponsor the pro
gram on its downtown Indianapo
lis campus,.-tQ provide at least half 
of the lecturers, and to award to 
all . who eompleted the coutse, a 
certificate of achievem·ent carrying 
college credit under the U niversi
ty's extension program. AFSC 
and the AFSC committee recruit, 

_J:urnish half the lecturers, and try 
to help place graduates on local 
policy-making boards of directors. 

Instructors are well informed 
on their subject, leaders in their 
field in the Indianapolis area, and 
sensitive to the problem of institu
tional racism and how the deci
sion-making process sho:uld work 
to be more representative of the 
entire community. 

Twenty-five inner city residents 
registered for the first workshop 
meeting once weekly from April 

wounded Knee 
continued from page 1 
times, and found adequate ·medical 
services available. The contacts 
with officials -and local residents 
made during these investigations 
allo~ed the AFSC to monjtor 
health needs at Pine Ridge and 
Wounded Knee throughout the 
seige. 

As tensions mounted, from time 
to time, with shots exchanged from 
heavily armed encampments, a 
continuing concern was that blood
shed be averted, and the potential 
for violence be defused. As with 

.. ~the monitoring of health needs, the 
AFSC's North Central Regional 
Executive Secretary, . Warren 
Witte, kept in touch with on-the
scene sources to be sure that the 
AFSC would be able to respond 
if needed. During one week, 
some 40 people, mostly AFSC · 

By MARGARET HOPE BACON· 
AFSC National Office . 

The headquarters for the United 
to June. Eighteen completed the Farm Workers Union is a former 
course, and when one week later TB hospital in the foothills of the 
annQuncement of a second work- Tehchapi mountains, outside of 
shop was .:made, there were 107 Bakersfield, California. The farm 
registrants., of whom 85 "gradu- workers have renamed it La Paz, 
ated," with n~arly })alf of them for peace,• hung it with posters, 
women. filled it with workers and their 

When Richard Talbert ap- families, plus a few conscientious 
proached Mayor Lugey about the objectors, and given it an atmo
program, the Mayor was enthusi- sphere not unlike a Gandhian 
astic, and held a reception in De- ashram. · 
cember to which the heads of all "True Peace is Not Merely the 
Indianapolis United Fund and sim- Absence of Tension but the Pres
ilar agencies were invited. Nearly ence of Justice and Brotherhood," 
ninety attended, meeting and hear- a huge banner proclaims in the 
ing from ithe Mayor and a small front hall of the administration 
number of graduates, and learning building, quoting the late Dr .. 
why they bad taken the course and Martin Luther King. 
the kinds of boards they hoped to At La Paz, David·Burciaga,'the 
function 011. farm workers' chief negotiator, 

Boards are still slow to accept took time recently to talk about 
new members, however, and a the future of the union and of its 
good deal of work needs to be commitment to nonviolence. A 
done to place more of the gradu- pleasant, compact man with laugh
ates·, Thus the death in January ing eyes; he is concerned about 
of Richar.d Talb~ just one year the immediate future, but has a 
after t.e started the program, is a _ deep and abiding faith in the tri
severe blow to the 11rogram. A . umph of La Causa in the long run. 
successor is actively being sought. The · immediate future holds 

Richard Talbert was not con- cause for concern. Some 150 con
tent to work Just in Indianapolis. tracts. w_ith gro~ers ~e up for re
Once he saw the potentialities of negot1a~1on this Spnng. At . the 
the program, he went to Muncie same tune the Teamsters Uruon. 
and Ball State University, to Fort armed. with a one million . dollar 
Wayne and Purdue University, campaign fund and the tacit sup
and to Bloomington and Indiana port of many growers, has been 
University to interest them in un- trying t? sign .up far~ workers 
dertaking similar programs. . Real by offenng a slightly higher wage 
progress has been made in Bloom- ~but. no benefits). They are mak
ington and lively interest has been mg mroads, and _theY: may appeal 
aroused in ~uncie. It appears that to ~e s1;1ffiffier llllIDl_gra_nts from 
Leadership Development for Pub- Mexico, Just now begmrung to ar
lic Service has a role to play in riv~. Such wo~~ers want t? put 
affecting an4 helping to solve some -therr wholt:.famihei::t-0-wor.k...m the 
'of the problems of Indiana cities. fields, agamst Umon rules, and 

they do not want to pay the year
round dues. With the lettuce boy

• • • 
staff and Quaker-related volun
teers, were called into Pine Ridge 
to organize observer teams and to 
assist in peace-keeping functions. 
As negotiations resumed and local 
pressure .on outsider& grew, this · 
group withdrew. By the end of 
the week of March lQth, it was 
clear that no on-the-scene. role 
could be productive for non-resi
dents of the Pine Ridge Reserva~ 
tion, even with the best of 
intentions. It was also clear that 
this message needed to be stated 
with clarity and credibility to all 
who would otherwise head for 
Wounded Knee. Accordingly, the 
personal contacts made by AFSC 
staff in Pine Ridge have been 
_utilized as continuing sources of 
information and "rumor clinics" 
for the duration of the occupation 

cott, though successful so .far need
ing more organizing, .th~. Union 
looks forward to a busy season. 

-with the AFSC becoming one 
clearing house for reliable infor
mation. 

Occasionally, roadblocks set up 
by the government or tribal coun,. 
cil police prohibited the flow of 
food and fuel into Wounded Knee. 
At these turns of events the AFSC 
utilized its contacts with Congres
si9nal leaders, Department of 
Justice and Bureau of Indian 
Affairs officials to apply political 
pressure to assure that humani
tarian needs of the people inside 
Wounded .Knee would be 'met. 

,. GIFTS BY WILL • 

Last fall a number of groups of 
Native Americans supported by 
the American Indian Movement 
worked out a plan to draw up !i 
statement of the most vital issues 
and carry them by caravan to 
Washington, D.C. where they 
would be aired just before . the 
Presidential election. Through 
what seems to have been a mis
judging of the seriousness of pur
pose of the Trail of Broken 
Treaties participants, -plus a mis
handling of discussions about liv
ing accommodations, the Trail 
ended up with Native Americans 
barricaded in the BIA building. 
Instead of negotiating issues, the 
Indian representatives had to 
negotiate terms for leaving the 
building and returning home. By 
the time these negotiations were 
completed, considerable damage 
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Record of Bequests Received by AFSC 
Through the generosity of ute to the future work of the 
our contributors, the AFSC AFSC by remembering us in 
has received the following your will, we. would be 
bequests: very pleased to send to you 

From 1954.through 1972: ' o_ur publication,- "!nforma-
1358 bequests. t1o_n and Suggestions on 

Wills and Bequests." 
For the calendar months of It is very helpful to the 
1973 (Jan. through M~rch): committee to h?Jve prior 

24 bequests. notice of wills in which we 
If you would like to contrib- are named as a beneficiary. 
Please write to PAUL TURNER, American Friends Service Committee 

160 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 

Some people are : confused 
between the Teamsters and the 
Farm Workers. They think it is 
a battle between two unions. The 
United Farm Workers, however is 
more than a run of the mill trade 
union; it is a movement on a par 
with Dr. Martin Luther King's 
SCLC. The farm workers told us 
about the many benefits which 
union membership conveys-the 
Robert Kennedy medical plan, life 
insurance, the clinics at Dinuba 
and Calexico, job security, protec-· 
· tion against the use of pesticides 
in the .. elds, family trips to La _ 
Paz, the construction this Spring . 
of a retired workers home-but 
they talk also about important 
intangible benefits. 

David Burciaga, chief negotiator for 
the Farm Workers · 

"We were the forgotten people, 
the poor farm workers," Erasmo 

Erasmo Resendez of UFW 

Resendez told us at the Lamont 
Farm Workers office. "Now the 
union has helped us to be human 
beings like everyone else. Pretty 
soon we will .have paid vacations, · 
just like regular workers. We 
won't be the forgotten people any
more." 

He paused, then echoed David 
Burciaga's faith. "We are having 
some troubles now but we will get 
there. Wait and see." . 

The farm workers' commitment 
to nonviolence is on a practical, 
day-to-day level. At Coachella, 
the week before our visit, David 
told us that Teamster organizers 
had been permitted onto the fields, 
to talk with the workers, though , 
the Farm Workers' organizers had 
been kept off. This angered the 
workers, and they planned to 
throw rocks at the organizers, the 
next time them came, and run 
them off the fields. 

"We had a mass meeting Friday 
night and we heard this report and 
I reminded them .that this was 
against instructions," David told 
us. "Cesar says, hurt them where 
they will really hurt, in the pock
etbQok. 'Why do you think the 

had been done in the building and 
the files and offices were upset. 
Many papers were taken. All the 
publicity seemed to focus .on this 
aspect. 

An important agreement on the 
Government side of the final 
negotiations was that a task force 
would be appointed to review the 
twenty-points position paper and 
to discuss next steps. Not too long 
after the election, the Administra
tion announced that its policies 
and programs were already meet
ing the points made by the Trail 
of Broken Treaties so there was 
no need for a task force. Further-

grow.ers are in business?' I asked 
them. 'They are in business to 
make money. If the . organjzers 
come onto the fields, just sit down. 
If we sit there long enough the 
growers will throw the Teamsters 
out. It cannot be done with vio
lence. Violence is what the grow
ers want us to use. Then they can 
put us in jail.'" 

David himself has always been 
a pacifist, though he didn't know 
at first that there were others like 
him. "Ever since I was a little 
boy I have wanted to do some-:
thing to change the world, not just 
talk about it;'' he told us, During 
World War II he registered as a 
non-combatant. Later he went to 
work for the American Friends 
Service Commit.tee in a self-help 
housing project in the San Joaquin 
Valley. 

Now the AFSC supports his 
work, as an expression of its sup
port for the United Farm Work
ers, and their struggle to bring 
justice to the farm workers 
through nonviolent action. 

David's ability to listen, his tal
ent for being both strong and lov
ing at the same time, has made 
him the union's best ~ego.tiator. 
In bargaining sessions he' a,ways 
takes farm workers with him, so 
that the growers may hear for 
themselves the workers' real griev
ances and needs. Wives come too. 
There is a concerted effort to 
touch the best chords in the 
growers. 

Once the 150 new contracts are 
negotiated, once the rival Team
sters are repulsed, what lies 
ahead? Without justice there can 
be no true pea!=e, as the banner 
in the hall proclaims. Looking 
ahead down the road, David Bur
ciaga hopes for the day when the 
union will be strong enough to 
bring justice to 3,000,000 farm 
workers throughput the United 
States, and end the exploitation 
and suffering they now endure. 

more, the Administration promised 
strong prosecution of all par
ticipants in the Trail of Broken 
Treaties who were found to have 
violated faws against the destruc- . 
tion or taking of property. / 

As this is written the outcome of 
events at Wounded Knee is not 
known. The issues have been 
obscur;d .in various ways, but one 
thing is clear. The people who 
took over Wounded Knee are 
speaking a strong message to us: 
that this is a time of life or death 
for American Indians; and that 
there are those who' prefer quick 
death to creeping oblivion. 



Discrimina11on still 
By MARGARET HOPE BACON 
AFSC National Office 
When La Vaughn Robinson en
tered seventh grade in the fall of 
1971, he might have expected to 
spend a year in the classroom, the 
lunch room, the study hall and the 
gym, learning what it is like to be 
in junior high. Instead LaVaughn 
spent most of his year sitting in the 
principal's office, or at home. His 
behavior was not very different 
from that of thousands of other 
fourteen year old_ boys all over the 
United States. But because La
Vaughn is black, and assigned to a 
recently integrated scnool in south
em Alabama, his first year in 
junior high turned out to be a 
nightmare. 

Trouble began at the very first 
of the year, when LaVaughn and 
some friends arrived at school one 
morning before the doors had been 

coueclive ·works 10 help 

opened. Perhaps it was cold, or 
perhaps one !)f them needed to go 
to the bathroom. At any rate they 
hammered on- the door, wanting 
to be let in. La Vaughn, as the big
gest, hammered the loudest. When 
a teacher came, it was not to open 
the door, but to take down names. 
La Vaughn soon found himself in 
the_ principal's office, accused of 
creating a disturbance. His pun
ishment: three days of suspension, 
following by a paddling. 

The suspension La Vaughn could 
submit to. The paddling he 
couldn't. Big for his age, full of 
new and hard won pride in his 
maleness and blackness, he could 
not bring himself to be spanked 
like a baby by a principal who 
clearly did not welcome black boys 
and girls to his previously all white 
school. Especially black boys and 
girls with a sense of self worth. 

woman in oriso.n 
By SUKIB RICE 
New England Region 

Women prisoners have been seri
ously overlooked and neglected. 
This is true because women pris
oners are relatively few in number 
and their crimes are generally less 
threatening to the community than: 
those of men; but, their problems 
are serious - and overwhelming. 
They face a double bind of pater
nalism-that directed at all pris
oners, plus that directed at all 
women. 

All prisons foster dependency 
rather than initiative and creativ
ity, and women's prisons carry 
this to an extreme. The AFSC/ 
NERO Women in Prison's Col: 
lective 'perceives the "therapeutic 

community" in the state's women's 
prison (Framingham) as a situ
ation created to institutionalize 
psychological control which strips 
the women of their individual 
identities. 

At Framingham Prison women 
must live in the honor cottage to 
gain . privileges such as early 
parole and work release. The 
privilege of living in the honor 
cottage is gained through such 
things as losing weight and having 
a positive attitude in group therapy 
sessions. Striving for the honor 
cottage, . .where. the restrictions are 
fewer than other cottages, creates 
unhealthy division among the pris
oners and fosters a climate of com
petition which destroys mutual 

concern and care for each other. 
Women prisoners in Massachu

setts are also subjected to an 
indefinite sentencing process, i.e. 
one . to five years depending upon 
their "progress"' in being "rehabili
tated". Their lives within the 
institution can be totally manipu
lated since their actions determine 
how soon they will be released. 
This sentencing also means long 
parole periods, thereby extending 
restricting controls into their lives 
onq: they teturn to the street. 

The Framingham Community 
Support Group, one of the projects 
of the Women in Prisons Collec
tive, is a group of women who meet 
weekly with the prisoners seeking 
ways to work together for change. 

The prisoners' concerns include: 
unjust parole b~ard proceedings; 
unnecessary clifficulties in finding 
living situations and jobs which are 
acceptable to the parole board; 
lack of rights in relation to chil
dren; unjust disciplinary proceed
ings within the institution; lack of 
opportunity for prisoner participa
tion in the major changes being 
developed in the pr:ison. Our sense 
is that basic change in the states' 
prison requires sensitive trust
building contacts between prisoners 
and community groups and root 
changes in the institution's policies 
which would allow prisoners the 
human right of having responsible 
control over factors which affect 
their lives. 

• I - • 

Guatemalan paramedics bring 
health care to isolated villages 
When Jane Weston, secretary of 
AFSC's International Service Di
vision, visited the year-old Guate
malan project in rural health last 
February, she learned that a 
villa~r trained in simple health 
care techniques had recently sewn 
up a man's injured knee. The doc
tor who later examined the patient 
pronounced the job well done, 
despite the fact that the health 

So began for La Vaughn and his 
mother, Hattie Pearl Hardy, a long 
siege. La Vaughn would be sus
pended for three days, asked if he 
was now ready to be spanked, and 
when he said no, suspended again. 
It seemed highly likely that La
Vaughn would get no education 
at all.· 

There was help to be found, 
however. In Prattville a young 
former SNCC worker, Andrew 
Marrisett, now a staff member for 
the AFSC, heard about La
Vaughn's plight and went with 
Mrs. Hardy to see the principal. 
When it became clear that the 
school would not give in, Marrisett 
put LaVaugbn and his mother in 
touch with a civil rights lawyer. 
While the issue of La Vaughn's 
refusal to be paddled was before 
the courts, be was allowed to re
turn to school. He was watched 
carefully however, and every slight 
misstep, every failure to say ''yes 
mam" or ''yes sir'' every expression 
of dissatisfaction crossing his face, 
.made him subject to fresh disci
pline. Again and again be was sus
pended for little things. It was the 
administration's way of saying very 
clearly that they did not really 
want him in the classroom until 
he had lost his pride and learned 
his lesson. 

When the Supreme Court ruled 
on the basis of a Texas case that it 
was indeed legal for the schools 
to ·use · corporal punishment, the 
LaVaughn Robinson case was 
withdrawn. The school admin
istration anticipated .no further 

Some of you may be puz
zled at receiving multiple 
appeals from the Service 
Committee. We would like 
first, to apologize for this, 
and second, to explain why 
it happens. 

Because the same name 
cali often be spelled in' dif
ferent ways on different 
mailing lists-and because 
frequent changes of address 

0are increasingly common
it is impossible to remove the 
names of all past contribu
tors from every list of new 
prospective contributors. 
Also, to match new mail
ing lists against old oites in 
absolutely every · instance 
where duplication is con
ceivable can become · pro
hibitively expensive. 

If you have received 
multiple appeals, or if your 
name · or address are incor
rect; please send us the gift 
cards with the labels attach
ed,· and we will attempt to 
correct the computer. 

worker h~d no formal training in 
suturing. 

The project, basically a training 
program in paramedicine, aims ·at 
getting health services to people 
in several scattered communities 
along the banks of the Pasion 
River. The villages are doubly iso
lated: the river is the only means 
of communication among them, 
and from Guatemala City it takes 
the better part of a day to reach 
this area of the country, called the 
Peten, by plane, cable-drawn ferry, 
and motor boat or dugout canoe. 

Each village selects one or two 
promotores (health workers) to 
be trained to recognize and take 
care of simple ailments and to refer 
serious cases to a doctor. 

"The ~uccess of these promo
tores," said Jane Weston, "is a 
surprise to some people who felt 
that there could be no significant 
instruction in the health field to 

barely literate people with prac
tically no formal education." 

Some of this skepticism has 
been voiced by the young doctors, 
dentists, and social service students 
who do the training._ They come 
from the University of San Carlos 
in Guatemala City where a new 
emphasis is being placed on field 
internship and practical, work. But 
the students are beginning to 
acknowledge the impressive prog
ress in getting health care to peo
ple who would not otherwise 
receive it and in helping the cause 
of self-sufficiency among the vil
lages. The Service Committee has 
been responsible for bringing 
together villagers, promotores, uni
versity students and their faculty 
supervisors in an exciting working 
relationship that may go a long 
way toward improving under
standing among the different 
Guatemalan social groups in
volved. 

Under the supervision of the medical student on the left, this woman 
paramedic treats a sick child. " 

trouble from that quarter. 
But LaVaughn had a younger 

brother, Jefferson. When Jefferson 
entered 6th grade in the fall of 
1972 he proved_ to be of the same 
stuff as his older brother; gentle, 
quiet, stubborn, prideful. Imme
diately the same system was set in 
motion to break his will. 

In the jostling halls, the fi~t day 
of school Jefferson was pushed, or 
fell against a white boy. Panicked 
by this contact, the boy went to the 
office and accused Jefferson of at
tacking him, and robbing him of 
his wallet. Jefferson was asked to 
oonfess, and when he indignantly 
refused to do so, he was sent home 
for three days, and ordered to take 
a paddling. '.Though the mystery of 
the missing wallet was duly cleared 
up, and Jefferso~ found innocent 
he was from this time on marked 
as an "uppity" black. Throughout 
the fall he was constantly sus- -
pended for minor matters: asking 
questions in class, fighting in class, 
not having "the right attitude." 
For the first month of school he 
was regularly suspended three days 
of each week. 

When the AFSC office in Mont
gomery learned of an opportunity 
to get a community member on a 
local tele'Vision station to talk 
about the problems of black chil
dren in previously all white schools 
they called on Mrs. Hardy. Soft 

spoken, yet strong, she made an 
excellent -spokeswoman. No one 
who saw the program could fail to 
be impressed with the problem 
which she and her boys bad faced. 

LaVaughn and Jefferson's case 
is not unusual. T~oughout the 
deep South, white teachers and 
principals have reacted to the prob
lem of fotegration by regularly . 
suspending black students who 
showed signs of leadership. No 
one has yet estimated how many 
"pushouts" there have been in the 
past year or so; in Alabama alone 
it probably runs into several thou
sands. Little education is gained 
by a boy who spends two days of 
each week in school and three out, 
but in many schools the admin
istration seems to see its role as 
that of maintaining discipline, 
rather than educating black boys 
and girls. · 

Only under the continued threat 
of legal action have some scpools 
in the past months given up this 
practice. Instead boys like La
Vaughn are subjected to dehuman
izing experiences. They are or
dered about, called "boy", snapped 
at, made to stand waiting for hours 
in the principal's office, given no 
help when they do not understand 
their assignments. The message is 
clear. They a:renot welcome, and 
no one is much interested · in pro
viding them with an education. 

3 



AFSC aids families nuM bY oon action 

Hooe tor decent homes 
The curving ro\ids are rolled and graded, 
reacjy for final surfacing in the new sub_. 

- ,division at the edge of Booker Park. 
Soon new houses \Viii be built on the 38 
carefully marked oft plots; nqw the.re are 

- only palm ai:rd pine trees, spa.red by the 
bulldo~i;. It loo~ very beautiful 

At the end of her bl.!SY day in the aay 
care center, Vera McIntyre likes io ride 
out and lo.Qk ~L the site where her new 
four bedreom house will soen iise. All 
her Jif'e Vera has dreamed of .owning a 
modern house, but for most e.f her forty
one years she did iiot dream it· would be 
possible. A farm vlor)cer, separated 
from her husband, responsible for eleven 
chili:lren (eight al home:): how could she 
ever afford such a thii:ig? 

Then through t.he American Friends 
Service Committee's Farmworker Hoos-

Money tor trash 
cans but not tor 
retarded children 
The News and Press of Darlington, 
S.C., reported that on March 20, the 
Darlington County Commission met to 
determine how it would spend $600,000 
in revenue sharing funds. _ The Com-

~ mission authorized the purchase of three · 
dump trucks, land, capital_ improvements 
and· repairs on parks, purchase of fifty 
garbage containers, new jail and deten
tion center, purchase of garbage ·truck, 
etc., etc. 

· At the same meeting; Mrs. Ivan 
Scott of Uartsville appeared before the 
Commission to appeal for funds for the 
Mental ·Retardation program. The pro~ 
gram, which provides educational ser
vices for retarded children, is threatened 

· by . proposed revisions in the federal 
social service regulations. "According 
to Mrs. Scott, there are fifteen children 
enrolled now who cannot go to public 
schools and who will soon have no 
formal educational opportunity if the 
retardation program cannot secure suf
ficient funding to continue it." · 
.. The Commission discussed Mrs. 

Scott's request but said they did not know 
whether they could legally underwrite 
the program. A motion · was -passed to 
receive Mrs. Scott's request as informc!
tion and to pursue the matter f~rther. 
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ing Prograni she learned of tbe pos
sibility of applying for loan. subsidy 
through the •Farmer's Home Admin
istration. Wilh a Jong term mo,tgage, 
and one -percent interest to pay, it was 
possi]jJ~ tQ own a Jiew home for little 
more than her present two bedroom 
sliack was costing her. All about her 
in Booker Park beautiful new homes 
were rising, financed through this pro
gram. 

Many obstacles, h0wever, lay in Vera's 
. way. Wheo she first applied for the loan, 
the local Farmer's J:i9me Administration 
adv,ised her to get" rid of some of her 
older children, and intimated she was 
.immoral. Her testimony, intoFporated 
in an AFCS report on racial discrimina-

. tion in the FmHA, ABUSES OF POWER, 
led to the replacement of this official and 
bis boss. 

Once more Vera began to plan for a 
new home. With the help of AFSC 
staff, she decided to become a part·of the 

Nalive Americans 
lose adult 
education 
From New Mexico comes a distressed 
report from a Native American. The 
Office of Navajo Economic Opportunity 
"is. going through a period of financial 
difficulty" he had been i_nformed, and 
funds were cut off for an adult education 
program which had been operating for 
the past few years to the advantage of 
Navajos living in the area. Of the nearly 
13,000 adult Navajos served, ·more than 
one-third have less than a sixth grade 
education, a good percentage are unable 
to read and write E"nglish and thus oper
ate in the larger world at a distinct dis
advanta~. Eighty percent are on wel
fare. The adult education program was 
one lane of the road out of that situation. 

In the framework of the present 
Administration, the hope for a more 
profound look at the role of Native 
Americans in this society seems dim. 

Nixon assault chanuea 
on·ooo1 

As the new government stance and the n1:1tional mood of weariness began to 
come clear in the early months of this year, the Community Relations Division 

• committee a·nd· staff met to consider actions they should take in the year 
ahead. They saw the situation as having its immediate crisis aspects, in
volving needs for shelter, food, education. These are not postponable: They 
saw also a longer term problem involving· development of still better ways of 
getting goverl)ment r~sources to the people in need of them, of making the 
relationship between citizen and government, at all levels, a creative, re
sponsive one. They have developed five lines of action. . 

1. Maintain and strengthen AFSC involvement at the community level. 
- As public resources are withdrawn or reduced, there is added 
importance in continuing steady support in the person of experienced 
AFSC staff. . 

2. Apply AFSC resources to replace withdrawn Federal funds in places 
where AF~C funds could be effective. 

3. Dramatize and communicate the impact of the Administration's 
dismantling of Federal efforts aimed at poverty and exclusion. 

4. _Undertake creative work to reshape the vehicles and methods by 
whicll government resources are made available to communities to 
attack ,poverty arid exclusion and their causes. 

5. Add the AFSC dimension to a variety of national and local coalition 
activities. 

new subdivision, Woodbrook, rather 
than purchase an isolated lot. With 
thirty-seven other families there would 
be lots of friends for the children to 
play with, and bus transportation to 
school. 

Everything seemed to be going 
smoothly until the sudden announce
ment of the ending of O.E.O. programs 
and the curtailment of FmHA loans by 
the Nixon administration, It looked for 
a while as if the whole thing were off. 

Then Jim ·Upchurch, director of the 
A~C .Farmworkers Housing program, 
went into action. He pe~uaded FmHA 
that by okaying the site plan, they bad 
already made a commitment to the 
families involved. They agreed to pro-

ceed with low-interest loans for the 
group. Then he turned to the AFSC 
Board, and to the Southeastern Regional 
office for emergency funds to replace the 
OEO money that would have paid staff 
salaries to help the project through to 
completion. _ Both groups responded with 
a $25,000 grant. 

Today, it looks very likely that Vera's 
application will at last be accepted, and 
her dream home will be built. In the 
meantime she has learned from AFSC 
the importance of making her voice 
heard. As a member of the Booker 
Paik Citizens Association, she is hard 
at work with her n~ighbors trying to 
make the COIIllt!unity a better place in 
which to raise children. 
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A S18D back 
tor 
·civil rights 
It is too early to describe the impact of . 
new Federal policies and f unding pro
cedures on children in- school. Parents 
are in the position of waiting for the 
other shoe to drop--and some of them 
may not have heard the first shoe. 

The Administration intends to do 
away with the Elementary and Secon
dary Education Act which has been a 
Iandm!lrk both as to attempting to set 
national goals and standards and as to 
establishing substantial Federal financial 
responsibility for local school costs. If 
President Nixon has· his way, the Act 
will' be replaced by a special education 
revenue sharing act. ·· Such a bill was 

. introduced March 20 as HR 5823 under 
the title "Better Schools Act of 1973". 

Arry new legislation will require the 
Wiiting of new regulations fo r State and 
local agencies. Even under ex.isting law 
administrative rule changes and attitudes 
have strengthened the role of State and 
local officials while weakening the power 
of citizeps or parent groups to gain in
formation and affect operations. There 
has been a relaxing of Federal enforce
ment of desegregation, civil rights and 
other-provisions to assure that the intent 
of ESEA is carried out. Thus the most 
aware parents and students are con
cerned about how · they can retain the 
measure of protection they now have 
against discrimination in treatment and 
use of resources. 

The present Administration's "assault on the 
poor" has at least four thrusts. 

The first thrust Is impoundmenl of funds and 
consists in the President's refusal to spend 
approximately $40 billion In federal funds since 
he took office-funds often voted into law by 
Congress. For example, the White House 
announced that $6 billlon appropriated In a 
water pollution bill, which was passed over a 
Presidential veto last year, wo.uld not be spent. 
Sen. Sam Ervin, N.C., a leading con•tltutional 
expert hn said of the President's actions, 
"such an illegal exercise of the power of hi.s 
office violates clear constitutional provisions." 

The second thrust takes the form of cuts 
and terminations In the federal budget. For 
fiscal year 1974, which begins In July, Friends 
Committee on National Legislation reports 
some of the programs cut to Include: Rural 
Environmental Assistance, Food Stamps, Spe
cial MIik Program, Public Assistance, Social & 
Individual Services, special benefits for dis· 
abled coa,I miners, low-rent public housing 
loans, housing for the elderly or handicapped, 
community development funds-(urban renewal, 
Model Cities, etc.), and the Community Rela
tions Service of the Dept. of Justice. These 
cuts and terminations contrast with ·Adminis
trl!tion requests for military spending, which 
are up $6.9 billlon to $87 billion for the com
ing fiscal year. 

The third thrust has been the attempted 
elimination of the Office of Economic Oppor
tunity, which was created by Congress In 1964 
and designed to be the advocate agency for 
the poor at the highest levels of government. 
Although there's been a recent judicial order 
calling the Administration's action illegal and 
banning furthe~ 'dismantling, serious damage 
has already been done to OEO. 

The fourth thrust has been genera/ revenue 
sh;irlng. Revenue sharing sends taxpayers' 
money; In the form ot federal funds almost void 
of guidelines, to slate and local governments 
for spending. The result is a radical shift In 
who determines spending priorities. A Senate 
Subcommillee on lntergovernmeiflaJ Relations 
surveyed 800 cities and concluded that it could 
be safely said the cmes intended to spend the 
first round of revenue sharing on capital im
provements, including streets ·and ,oads, public 
safety, salary adju_slments, and hiring new 
personnel. Yet the Administration is careful to 
culllvate the impression ·that revenue sharing 
funds will somehow substitute for the services 
and programs taken from the poor. 

,n·a working 
poorlorced 
10 we11are 
By IRENE WATKINS 

Community Relations Division 
The Administration's proposed regula
tions for day care service would mean 
that out of 48 parents at Richardson 
Memorial-the center where mv children 
attend-45 of these parents, · including 
myself, would no longer be eligible to use 
the service because we are either work
ing or going to school. Most of these 
parents are mothers who are head of 
their households. 

What this means is that these women 
would either have to find a babysitter they 
can afford, or quit Work and go on 
welfare. Locating a babysitter who is 
reliable, interested in your child's well 
being, and reasonably priced, is similar 
to finding a doctor who still makes 
house calls for $5.00 dollars-next to 
impossible. So there are the alternatives. 
Without day care, and _ without enough 
money to hire a good babysitter, a 
working mother can be literally forced 
to go on welfare. Then she'd be ordered 
to sign up for work, or work-training 
ll!ld the cycle would start ~ over again. 

uneaua1. 
education is 
1aua1 says court 
The Nixon Court is beginning to operate 
with bare:majority decisions which work 
against much that AFSC and the com
munities with whom we work have 
sought to build. 

Through som~ of our programs, 
staff and community effort has been in
vested in tackling the questions of how 
to get schools equitably financed. Our 
South Carolina program contracted with 
the University of Syracuse for a study 
of South Carolina school financing and 
alternative patterns. We have developed 
a coalition of those interested in pursuing 
better methods of financing. The coali
tion is broad based. ,Positive Supreme· 
Court action on a case out of Texas 
would have represented perhaps the 
final push needed to start change. · 

The case in Texas was brought on 
behalf of 15 Chicano families in a 
district where the total public school 
expenditure from all sources in 1967-68 
was $350 per pupil. In a nearby affluent 
district of San Antonio the comparable 
figure was $594. (There are more 
dramatic examples.) At issue was prop
erty taxes . as a method of school 
financing and at base was the question 
of whether class and economic status 
can deprive children of their right to 
equal educational opportunity. 

This winter the Supreme Court ruled 
5 to 4 that the state laws were not void 
just because benefits fell unequally. 

Other cases may come, but their fate 
in a reoriented Court is uncertain. In 
South Carolina, AFSC and our col
leagues work on without the extra 
momentum of a Court decision in favor 
of equal educational opportunity regard
less of economic class. 
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The preseni Administration's "assault on the 
poor" has at least tour thrusts. 

The first thrust is lmpoundment of funds and 
consists In the President's refusal to spend 
approximately $40 billion in federal funds since 
he took office-funds often voted into law by 
Congress. For example, the While House 
announced that $6 billlon appropriated in a 
water pollution bill, which was passed over a 
Presidential veto last year, would not be· spent. 
Sen. Sam Ervin, N.C., a leading constitutional 
expert has said of the President's actions, 
"such an illegal exercise of the power of his 
office violates clear constitutional provisions." 

The second thrust takes the form of curs 
and terminations in the federal budget. For 
fiscal year 1974, which begins in July, Friends 
Committee on National Legislation reports 
some of the programs cut to include: Rural 
Environmental Assistance, Food Stamps, Spe
cial Milk Program, Public Assistance, Social & 
Individual Services, special benefits for dis
abled coa_l miners, low-rent public housing 
loans, housing for the elderly or handicapped, 
community development funds (urban renewal, 
Model Cilles, etc.), and the Communliy Raia· 
Ilona Ser1ice of the Dept. of Justice. These 
cuts and terminations contrast with ·Adminis
trl!tion requests for military spending, which 
are up $6.9 billion to $87 billion tor the com
ing fiscal year. 

The third · thrust has been the allempte_d 
ellminatlon of the Office of E~onomlc Oppor
t~nity, which was cr41ated by Congress In 1964 
and designed to be the advocate agency tor 
the poor at the highest levels of government. 
Although there's been a recent judicial order 
calling the Administrallon!s action Illegal and 
banning further 'dismantling, serious damage 
has already been done to OEO. 

The fourth thrust has been general revenue 
sharing. Revenue sharing sends taxpayers' 
money; In the form of federal funds almost void 
of guidelines, to state and local governments 
tor spending. The result is a radical shift in 
who determines spending priorities. A Senate 
Subcommittee on lnlergovernmenlaJ Relations 
surveyed 800 cities and concluded that ii could 
be safely said the ctues intended to spend the 
first round of revenue sharing on capital im
provements, Including streets-and r'oeds, publlc 
safety, salary adjustments, and hiring new 
personnel. Yet the Administration is careful lo 
cullivale Iha impressl,on that revenue sharing 
funds will somehow substitute tor the services 
and programs taken from the poor. 

The working 
poorlorced 
to welfare 
By }RENE WATKINS 

Community Relations Division 
The Administration'.s proposed regula
tions for day care service would mean 
that out of 48 parents at Richardson 
Memorial-the center where mv children 
attend-45 of these parents, · including 
myself, would no longer be eligible to use 
the service because we are either work
ing or going to school. Most of these 
parents are mothers who are head of 
their households. 

What this means is that these women 
would either have to find a babysitter they 
can afford, or quit work and go on 
welfare. Locating a babysitter who is 
reliable, interested in your child's well 
being, and reasonably priced, is similar 
to finding a doctor who still makes 
house calls for $5.00 dollars-next to 
impossible. So there are the alternatives. 
Without day care, and without enough 
money to hire a good babysitter, a 
working mother can be literally forced 
to go on welfare. Then she'd be ordered 
to sign up for work, or work-training 
a!)d the cycle would start all over again. 

uneaua1. 
education is 
legal sars· court 
The Nixon Court is beginning to operate 
with bare-majori ty decisions which work 
against much that AFSC and the com
munities with whom we work have 
sought to build. 

Through some of our programs, 
staff and community effort has been in
vested in tackling the questions of how 
to get schools equitably financed. Our 
South Carolina program contracted with 
the University of Syracuse for a study 
of South Carolina school financing and 
alternative patterns. We have developed 
a coalition of those interested in pursuing 
better methods of financing. The coali
tion is broad based. ,Positive Supreme · 
Court action on a case out of Texas 
would have represented perhaps the 
final push needed to start change. 

The case in Texas was brought on 
behalf of 15 Chicano families in a 
district where the total public school 
expenditure from all sources in 1967-68 
was $350 per pupil. In a nearby affluent 
district of San Antonio the comparable 
figure was $594. (There are more 
dramatic examples.) At issue was prop
erty taxes as · a method of school 
financing and at base was the question 
of whether class and economic status 
can deprive children of their right to 
equal educational opportunity. 

This winter the Supreme Court ruled 
5 to 4 that the state laws were not v~id 
just because benefits fell unequally. 

Other cases may come, but their fate 
in a reoriented Court is uncertain. In 
South Carolina, AFSC and our col
leagues work on without the extra 
momentum of a Court decision in favor 
of equal educational opportunity regard
less of economic class. 

VIOLENCE I~ ;he use ot physical /orce to injure the body or coe,] 
the will. Organized on a sufficient scale, violence. becomes war I 
the visible violence of napalm and rockets, bullets and barbed wir,e. 

Violence is also the use of social force-of arbitrary political power-to 
exploit the body and break the spirit. Organized on a sufficient scale, it 
b!comes injustice-the invisible violence of poverty and exclusion, depri11a
tion and neglect. 

Otten upsetting the status quo, war violates the·body and the natural right 
to live. Otten preserving the status quo, injustice violates the spirit and the 
natural right to live fully. 

War is conspicuous destruction and sudden death: Injustice is the gradual 
violence of peace, quiet and impersonal. The violence of lead can-cripple 
bodies. -The violence of miseducation can cripple minds. The violence of 
unemployment can murder sett-esteem and hope. The violence of a chronic 
insecurity can disfigure personalities as well as persons, and the violence 
of unequal laws can kill humanity as well as human beings. 

. What is violence? Violence is rejection as well as attack-a denial ot 
. needs, a reduction of men and women to the status of objects to be broken, 

manipulated, or ignored. Violence is any human act or social process that 
deprives, debases, or exploits persons. Violence is any sword that diminishes, 
human beings by dividing them from one another, from themselves, from 
what they have made, from ·what they can become, from the world around 
them. 

Disease, nunuer, slave labor 
From Florida, where the AFSC has a 
seven year involvement with rural com
munities, have come a remarkable series 
of reports, quite aside from those on the 
crisis involving our staff and the partic
ular families with whom they are now 
working to gain decent shelter. 

• Typhoid broke out in March in a 
South Dade County farm labor camp, 
Living conditions were the cause-hous
ing without plumbing and running water. 
The price tag for hospital and medical 
care hit $2 million. Our staff writes 
"how does this look against a budg~t of 
zero for farm worker housing?" ' 

. • After June 30 one hundred old 
people, poor former farm workers most 
of them, black and white, will not get 
their one good meal a day, a meal cooked 
and delivered to them by farm workers 
employed for this task if the OEO
funded Meals on Wheels Program is 
cut. 

Mrs. Annie Gray lives in ' a tumble
down structure near Belle Glade. She 
is 80, raises three grandchildren, has 
high blood .pressure, can't. get around 
very well. "l don't know what I'm going 

to do if they cut out the meals," Mrs. 
Gray said. "l may die". 

"She would die-I've seen it happen", 
the County Community Action Council 
staff said. 

• Still another report concerns an 
epic conflict shaping up in Florida 
around the use of West Indian cane 
cutters there. They are alien, afraid, 
poor. Their housing, health and work
ing conditions are those of slave labor. 
Their camps are hard lo get into; they 
fear, and get, retaliatory action for any
Lhiog they say io public. 

In the U.S. Department of Labor 
there exists a report indicating that U.S. 
labor, Which would demand more ade
quate pay and working conditions (in a 
situation where the United Farm 
Workers are now organized) has applied 
for the cane cutting jobs, that 80,000 
farm workers are unemployed in 
Florida. The report is stifled and not 
acted on. A hostile Federal District 
Court refused to act on a iegal challenge. 

The United Farm Worker representa
tive in Florida comments on this situa
tion as an example of using the poor of 
one country against the poor of another. 
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UN to discuss ocean problems Editorial The law ol the sea conlerance 
The paradoxes contained in recent Federal government actions are 
daily revealed to the American public in the media. For example: 

• The "defense" budget goes up, though the war is in theory winding 
down; domestic programs to meet human needs are being cut, just 
when people anticipated attention would again be turned to problems 
here at home. · 
• A moratorium on housing programs for the poor exists side by 
side with a plan to build 66 new Federal prisons over the next ten 
years. 
• Funds available for hiring jobless adults have been suddenly 
diverted by Presidential action to provide summer jobs for youth, 
leading, as one key Republican Senator said, to the prospect of 
firing the parent to hire the child. 

By HENRY BEERITS 
Quaker United Nations Office 

The seabed constitutes the "last 
frontier" of important natural 
resources and thus the last chance, 
in a sense, to establish the common 
heritage concept as opposed to the 
prevaili~ concept that resources 
belong to whatever nation es
tablishes control over them. 

With this in mind, the U .N. 

resqurces and not merely license 
others to do so), it can pro!>ably 
be stated as a general proposition 
that the developing nations favor 
substantial powers and the ad
vanced nations favor minimum 
powers (with the U.S. probably 
being more open-minded on this 
than the others) . Another q ues
tion is whether the international 
authority will operate under the 
one-nation-one-vote system used 
in the General Assembly. 

General Assembly adopted a 
resolution at the end of 1972 
calling for a Conference on the 

American Friends Service Committee Community Relations staff, Law of the Sea to commence in 
working across the country with poor communities-,-black, Native 

On the key issue of the definition 
of the economic zone of the coastal 
nations, it appears at present that 
there is such a growing sentiment 
in favor of a 200-mile zone that 
it· will be very difficult to avoid 
this result. With this zone, or any 
lesser one, the question then be
comes to what extent, if any, the 
proceeds of exploitation will be 
shared by the coastal nation with 
the international community, 
There is some danger that the 
Conference will conclude .. that the 
coastal nation will have the ex~ 
elusive right to the proceeds, but 
it is probably more likely that it 
will b~ agreed that at least some 
portion will be shared. Such 

American, Latino, white-feel the impact of these actions in direct, November, 1973· 
human terms. They are keenly and desperate.Iy aware of the blow dealt The conference plan calls for 

. . . . the creation of a new type of inter-
by the housmg moratorium, 1mpoundment of funds, cuts m budgets, f 1 t I h . 
and the decisions of a re-oriented Supreme Court. They see the impact nah!ohna goldvebrnmthen af mec amsmf 

. . . , . w 1c cou e e orerunner o 
through the eyes of people who were 1ust begmnmg to find ways to a . .1 . . th th 
better life and who all! now finding those ways closed to them by actions 

1
simd1. ar rtegi~es m .0 ~r tareast,. usl 

f h . ea mg o mcreasmg m erna 1ona 
o t etr own government. f d th · Id" f 

All this is in contrast to what the government has said publicly. In coopera wnt ~bn t e fy,e ·~~ 0al 
I M h P ·d N' d h " h h f · · · vanous at n u es o nauon ear y arc rest ent 1xon announce t at t e our o cns1s 1s past . 

in Ol)r cities". Nothing is more desirable to believe. But direct AFSC so~reirty. . h 
experience leads us to say: we have no such grounds for optimism. ?- t e q~estJon as. to t e ty: 

The complexity of the government's drastic revision of domestic social of m~ernat,onal regime t<_> . 
programs makes the outlook for what has been called the "invisible poor" c~eate • there are 7....ry contc~ng 
bleaker than at any time in a decade or longer, precisely because it has ~·e~rl tt pres.ent. ~ to l w eh er 
been made extraordinarily difficult to respond to the government's ~t w, . e an mter~ationa aut <_>r
actions. AFSC workers had to pore over the budget to identify the ity ~ith substantial powers. (m
bitter facts of domestic program slashes. Some programs learned the cludmg the power to exploit the ----------------------------news when they got sudden notices from above: "Close down by such 
and such a date." "Revenue-sharing" further complicated the problem 
of response. Slicing funds in all directions and leaving state, county, 
and city officials free to allocate them caused the trail of government 
action to be scattered and covered. Some communities learned quickly 
that "revenue sharing" meant less money. Impounding of authorized 
funds killed plans and hopes raised by action of Congress and confronted 
people with nowhere but an out-maneuvered Congress to which to turn. 
And so it has gone. . 

AFSC staff have begun the laborious process, which will last for 
months, of finding out the specifics and what they mean. Some of th_em 
mean costly action. We have had to put $50,000 into one program to 
sustain our staff, previously supported by Federal funds, so that they 
can continue to work with groups of rural poor people who were in 
the midst of building houses. · 

Challenging institutions to be resp'onsive to the needs of people has 
always been a hard job. In today's climate of diminishment or abandon
ment of governmental responsibility and accountability, it is all the 
harder. But there are gains of the past to build on: the new vision which 
black people, Native Americans, and others have of themselves and their 
role in society; a greater awareness in the majority community of the 
problems; governmental and private agency experience in developing ap
proaches to the problems of poverty and exclusion. AFSC has ;played 
a significant part in building that new vision and awareness and in 
developing approaches, our own and the government's, to the problems. 
We are in a position to draw on these past gains and to build on lessons 
learned. That is the course on which we are set. 

Gov't redefines espionage 
tor Pentagon Papers trial 
By JAMES w. NEWTON 
In the courtroom of Judge Matt Byrne in Los Angeles, a vast prose
cutory apparatus attempts to quash what is perhaps the ultimate threat 
to an executive branch of government that relies on the routine abuse 
of official power to achieve its objectives, both at home and · abroad. 
Insiders-those trusted ones who process information and ·carry out 
orders, and whose willingness to follow orders gives their leader his 
power-nave laid before the public a collection of official papers that 
trace the history of American aggression in Southeast Asia and expose 
the inner workings of the executive branch itself. 

Massive retaliation seemed called for. And so, Daniel Ellsberg and 
Anthony Russo were charged with conspiracy, espionage and theft of 
government property. The stakes are high for these men. Ellsberg 
could be sentenced to 115 years in prison, and Russo faces 35. 

· The stakes are high for the rest of us, too. Our nation has never had 
an "official secrets act" making it illegal to reveal cl~ified information. 
The federal classification system is based only on executive order, en
forced by administrative sanctions. Now; in the Pentagon Papers trial, 
the government is attempting to introduce a new concept of executive 
privilege in the control of information. 

As we proceed, we are aided by our own vision: that government must Espionage, the prosecutor declares, need not involve delivery of 
in the end be responsive to the people whom it serves. If government secrets to a foreign nation or intent to injure the United States. (This 
abandons or manipulates that political and moral perspective, it is the is a radically new interpretation of the statute.) Theft of government 
people who must respond to government. property includes, he says, theft of "the arrangement of the words on 
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JOHN SULLIVAN, Associate Executive Secretary the pages" of the Pentagon Papers and "the ideas conveyed by that 
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. arrangement." If the jury convicts Dan Ellsberg and Tony Russo on 
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· / the unprecedented power to own information and thereby control and 
censor its flow. 

The Pentagon Papers contain reports on American sabotage missions 
in northern Vietnam at the time of signing of the 1954 accords. They 
describe "provocation plans" prepared by the Pentagon to draw the 
Vietnamese into war. They lay to rest the official justifications -£or 
American action, such as,- resistance to Communist aggression, defense 
of ari ally, obligations to honor commitments. They tell us, "South 
Vietnam was essentially a creation of the United States." 

The Pentagon Papers, and the trial of Ellsberg and Russo, are most 
timely in another respect. Since the November election, President 
Nixon has concentrated power in his own hands as it .has never been 
concentrated before. The Pentagon Papers reveal that the executive 
branch, operating secretly and with vast power even in the, pre-1969 
days, acted viciously and in deliberate. violation of the public trust.· In 
the trial, the defense asserts that res~onsible citizens who move openly 
to correct such a situation have cammitted no crimes. As Tom Wicker 
commented in the NY TIMES, conviction in the case would mean 
"there· will be almost no limit on the Government's capacity to act in 
secret-which is to say its capacity to do anything it chooses." 

James W. Ne"ttlton is a former Peace Secretary of AFSC's Pasadena 
office, and is now a student at Stanford University. 
CREDIBILITY GAP, a digest of the Pentagon Papers is available for 
$1.25 through AFSC's Peace Literature Service. 

portion may be quite small, and it 
·seems clear that there is no pros
pect that the international share 
will be anything like the U.S. 
proposal of somewhere in the 
range · between o:ne-half and two
thirds. 

Although the focus of the U.N. 
resolution was on the seabed, under 
the plans which have developed 
the conference will cover a broad 
range of ocean problems. These 
will include, among many other 
items, the following: 

(1) , Fisheries. The world fish 
catch constitutes about 70 million 
tons per year, having a value of 
about $8 billion. The most im
portant food sources are herring, 
sardine and anchovy, which are 
made into fish meal. The fisheries 
are threatened by modern mass
fishing methods which result in 
over-fishing an area, and they are 
the subject of rather uncontrolled 
international competition. 

(2) Pollution. Oil pollution has 
become highly- publicized, and 
Thor Heyerdahl sighted such pol
lution on 43 out of 57 days on his 
papyrus raft trip from Morocco 
to Barbados. Jacques Coste au, 
the French undersea explorer, has 
reported decreased underwater 
visibility and has claimed that 
ocean pollution has killed 40% of 
ocean life. There is a report by a 
Baltic measuring station that the : 
oxygen content of the water has 
declined drastically since 1900. 
This points up a grave problem, 
since the oceans, which cover 
70% of the earth's surface, manu
facture about 70% of the world's 
oxygen requirements. As to con
trol of ocean dumping, a start has 
been made by the Convention of 
Dumping of Wastes at Sea adopted 
by representatives of 91 nations 
at a conference in London in No
vember, 1972. The proposed Con
ference is expected to foi'mulate 
broad and long-range methods for 
control of ocean pollution. 

( 3) Peaceful Use of Ocean 
Space. This will carry on from 
the start made by the treaty, 
ratified by the U.S. Senate in Feb
ruary, 1972, prohibiting the em
placement of nuclear weapons on 
the seabed. 

Toward a 
nonviolent 
socielJ 
By DORIE WILSNA.CK 
Women's Issues Program 

The American Friends Service 
Committee has been working to
ward a nonviolent society since 
its beginning. One aspect of this 
work traditionally has been thC:r 
relief of suffering caused by vip
lence. The oppression of women 
has been violent in some subtle, 
often psychological ways. Since 
this sort of violence is accepted in 
society's mores, there are usually 
no large attempts to deal with the 
"victims", i.e. the young women 
who are tracked into secretarial 
courses in high school; the poor 

Women's Issues 
continued on page 7 
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Excerpts trom new NARMIC. slide snow 

The oost-war -war 
- ./~ .. ·· 

"' . ·. , _ 
·. , .·~ .. ..... . . ' 

In the first two months . of the 
"ceasefire" alone, 18,000 people 
were killed by the war-more than 
were killed during the Hme period 
in 1972 when no one pretended the 
Vietnamese war was over. 

Continued fighting in Vietnam is 
good business for the American 
manufacturers of the planes and 
bombs-good business for the 125 
American companies being paid 
250 million American tax dollars by 
the Pentagon to fix the planes, load 
the bombs, and run the airbases In 
Vietnam. 

Thieu blames the PRG for all the 
fighting. But even US Government 
officials tell a different story. 
"President Thieu has never ac
cepted the peace agreement in 
good faith." 

Juat before the ceasefire, the lJ..S. 
pulled off the 9reatest giveaway of 
mllltary equipment In history. A 
Saigon Air Force colonel com· 
mented bluntly,: "II we have a good 
supply from the U.S., we can fight 
this war forever." · 

Martial. law intensili.es 
repression· in Korea 
By MARTIN COBIN 

Quaker International Affairs Representative 
In one sense, nothing substantial has changed in Korea as a result of 
martial law. The power has not changed hands. President Park has 
taken overtly the control he previously possessed. 

In another sense, however, there has been radical change because 
a profound sense of gJoom has settled over many quarters. A man in 
the army told me that after martial Jaw was proclaimed there seemed 
to be a feeling of senselessne,ss Qr purposelessness to the daily bours of 
physical condjtioning and mental ori~ntation. Someo_ne told me, "We 
can do nothing. We eat, sleep, wor.k. Nbthing else." It is difficult to 
live without breaking the martial law. There fa complete censorship 
and everything is read by Korean CIA agents before it can be publi~b,ed 
-including the newspaper article that reported a three year prison sen
tence for the crime of spreading a rumor. 

The "machinery" of democratic involvement is blatant].y mfaused. 
There is no opp®ition, public criticism is a crime, all voting procedures 
are completely, in the hand_s of th.e government. Society is organized 
to &rect the vote. Sch.oolohildren dr:aw pictures to take home showing 
the way to vote. People were encouraged to go to the polls together 
and in many instances the ballot was open rather than secret. The bal
lot on the constitution had two places on which the voter could stamp 
his seal-for or against. In at lea·st one army in~tallation the men were 
lined up and placed their seal. on a ballot held on the table before, each 
man t,y a supervisor who ~ot only saw where each man placed his seal 
but who held his hand over that part of the ballot on which an "against" 
could have been registered. 

Spies are everywhere including many agents for the Korean CIA 
who are drivin~ taxicabs; there .qe numerous cas~ .reported of people 
exp(essing adverse criticism of the Park regime while talking in the 
back of a taxi 'and then finding themselves being driven not to their 
destination but to the nearest police station. The general feeling being 
engendered is that of 'a reign of terror in which there is some brutality 
and a great deal of threat, suspicion, fear. Telephones are tapped 
freely. Some homes have been openly supervised by unifo.aned sol
diers or plain.clothesmen who interro&,ated visitors as to their identity 
and purpose and the na,ture of their cooversati'ons. I met respected 
members of the community who bad been taken into custody and held 
for two to twelve days of inquiry. This, is n:ot different. except in de
gree from what prevail~d prior to the impo$itioo of martial Jaw; but the 
degree may well have resulted in ·a qualitative change. 

There a.re th(?se who react to the present state of affairs by, feeling, the 
25 year taste of freedom will not allow people to accept, and something 
wiJI erupt; there are others wlio remember the centuries of oppression 
and expect the pe.ople will sullenly accept and simply absorb themselves 
in the tasks of trying to stay alive and out of trouble. 

The January acc.ord guarantees 
freedom of pollllcal activity, b~t 
Th1eu has ordered arrest or execu• 
!Ion for flying a PRG flag. 

. I 

To direct the work of its American 
contractors In Vietnam after the 
ceasefire, the Pentagon sent in a 
small army In sportshirts: clvillan 
technlcla'l.s, supervisors, weapons 
apeclallst&. 

women's Issues 
continu'fd from page 6 
women who are used as guinea 
pigs for birth control experiments; 
the housewives who are totally cut 
off from contact ·with. other people 
all day long. The AFSC, in its 
attempts to relieve suffering, is 
seeking to sensitize itself to thjs 
oppression and look for ways to 
meet women's needs as they 
combat it. 

ANOTHER PART of the Ser
vice Committee's support of non
violence has been their placing of 
importance · on qualities such as 
compassion, understanding, and 
the ability to listen. In American 
society, qualities like these are 
often designated as "women's na
ture" and are seen in connection 
with passivity· and powerlessness. 
The picture offered by the AFSC 
is different: it defines these quali
ties as a new kind of strength and 
power, a new kind of pride, and it 
encourages all people-both men 
apd women-to build on them. 
This perspective that women have 
learned qualities from which in&
viduals and the general structure 
of society could gain, has ,been 
proposed by some parts of the 
women's movement, but not 
widely or loudly enough. There is 
still a tendency for many support
ers of women's liberation to see it 
as "women can make it in a man's 
world". There is encouragement 
for women io be -as aggressive, as 
violent, as power-hungry, to make 
it to the "top of the lic!der". Tirey 
don't question the wlioJe s_tructure 
of that ladd~r where one person 
must step on another. The AFSC 
has in its way been questioning 
some of those processes and struc
tures for years; and we are now 
investigating ways to offer support 
to those simjlar efforts in the wo
men's movement. 

. : ' 

Investment with 
a conscience 

'' 

In April, AFSC's Board of Directors received a report of possible criteria 
for use and guidance in the Service Committee's financial investments. 
Discussion of the report, which includes the following criteria, will be 
concluded at a later Board meeting. 

• 1. AFSC has a responsibility to work toward changing corporate 
policy in the direction sought by the criteria enumerated below, and 
unless an investment is held for such purposes, they will only be 
made in a corporation which already meets the criteria. 
• 2. AFSC will invest in a corporation only if it is not a manufacturer 
of products in the general category of weaponry, and if its net sales from 
Department of Defense contracts are not substantial .(perhaps 3 % ) . 
• 3. In light of the new research material available and the likelihood 
of more in the future, AFSC will be interested in investing in those 
companies which have a superior record within their industry in the 
areas of environmental conservation . and pollution problems, hiring 
and personnel practices affecting minorities and women, and the health 
and safety of its workers. 
• 4. AFSC endorses the principle of investing in those companies 
which deal with goods and services which people need by way of food, 
medicine, clothing, housing, etc. 
ii 5. It will scrutinize the advertising practices in which many other
wise acceptable companies leave much to be desired, for example, ·the 
drug industry which often makes ex:cessive claims for medicines, and 
container companies which advertise agitinsl litte}ing but do not promote 
the use of recyclable products. 
• 6. AFSC will be interested in investing in only those companies 
which are prepared to disclose information to their stockholders on such 
things as compliance with pollution laws, hiring practices, advertising 
policies, international operations, etc. It will be discouraged from -in- . 
vesting in companies which refuse this information by letter, and will 
develop a plan to encourage greater disclosures of the information in 
the company's annual report. 

Vietnam./Vermont 
songs of Hope 
A community of 15 Benedictine 
monks located in the small town 
of Weston, Vermont, has produced 
their own recording expressing 
their deeply felt commtment to 
the 'courageousness of the Viet
namese people. The brothers have 
donated any . proceeds from their 
record to the Service Cornmjttee 
and two other organizations for 
work of relief and reconstruction 
in Vietnam. 

My Dear Brother: Vietnam/ 
Vermont Songs of Hope is being 
sold by tpe brothers for $2.50 
plus 50¢ postage and handling. 
The 45 rpm record can be ordered 
by sending to: Priory Project Fund, 
Weston Priory, Weston, Vt. 05161. 

Following is "Alone Again," 
with words by Thich Nhat Hanh, 
h~ad of the Buddhist Peace Delega
tion in Paris and a Buddhist monk, 
and music by Brother Gregory, a 
Benedictine monk. 

Alone again 
I'll goon 
with bent head but knowing 
the immortality of love 
and on the long, rough road 
both sun and moon will shine. 

Promise me, 
promise me this day 
while the sun is just ove.rhead 
even as they strike you down 
with a mountain of hate and 

violence 
remember, brother, 
man is not our rnemy. 

Just your pity, 
just your hate, 
invincible, limitless; 

-hatred will never let you face the 
beast in man. _ 

And one day, when you face this 
beast alone, 

your courage intact, 
your eyes kind, 
out of your smile will bloom a 

flower 
and those who love you will 

behold you 
across ten thousand worlds 
of dying, of dying and birth. 

Alone again 
I'll goon 
with bent head but knowing 
the immortality of love 
and on the long, rough road 
both sun and moon will shine, 
lighte_ning my way. 

Saioon's POlilical Prisoners· ; 

continu~d from page I 
criminals, making it extremely dif
ficult for outsiders to determine 
who, in fact, the political prisoners 
are. In addition,· government pol
icy has been to eliminate prisoners 
"naturally". Through a process 
of daily · torture, starvation, poor 
sanitation, and deliberate mixing 
of &seased prisoners with healthy 
ones, prison officials induce the 
rapid physical deterioration of 
their captives. 

AnotherAFSC-sponsoredspeak
. er was David Truong, son of 

Truong Dinh Dzu.. who was the 
leading runner-up in the 1967 
presidential elections in South 
Vietnam. Imprisoned immediately 
after the election, the elder Truong 
was not released until this April. 
Asked why he thought his father 
had been freed, David Truong re
plied that since his father was the 
best known of all the political pri
soners, Thieu had released him as 

. a public relations gesture before 
· his (Thieu's) recent visit to Presi

dent Nixon. 
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c~urt. Juauce tied to / o·ov·11nwar1s housing program 
Dllddle-class values By SHARON WILLIA~S . of New Point Road began to dim 

By RAY BLOOMBERG 
Pacific Northwest Region· 

Defendants in Municipal Court at 
Seattle, Washington, soon will 
have a handbook helping them to 
obtain justice, as the result of a 
project conducted by- the Pacific 
Northwest Regional AFSC Office. 

The 18-page pamphlet was writ
ten by six students from the Uni
versity Year for Action, a work
study project. They worked with 

· 60 court monitors who observed 
activities in Seattle's three munic
ipal courtrooms ·almost daily over 
a period of six months. 

The monitors found that dis
crimination in the courtrooms was 
based more on identification with 
middle-class values than on race. 
It appeared to the observers that 
the extent to which the defendant 
shows he values the same things 
which the court values, is decid
edly a factor in the disposition of 
a case. Persons who by dress or 
attitude indicate they may reject 
the court's attempts at rehabilita:
tion may be seen as less worthy of 
leniency. Because the municipal 
judges are under pressure to dis
pose of large numbers of cases in 
a short time, they are unable to 
consider individual . cases very 
deeply. Judges, as well as police~ 
men, prosecutors and probation 
officers have great discretion in 
deciding cases, while defendants 
have little leverage. 

Information gathered by the 
monitors, mostly college students, 
was checked for accuracy with law
yers, - judges and court officials. · 
It is hoped that ·distribution of 
the handbooks can be arranged 
through the court system. The 
handbook explains the rights of 
a person who has been arrested, 
how to obtain counsel, posting ·of 
bail and other court procedures. 

New York Metropolitan Region as CRP possibilities loomed con-
"Frozen funds" is the new meaning tinually greater. Even in the face 
of the expression "cold cash" in of the Elizabeth city goverpment's 
the Housing Program in Elizabeth, initial "thumbs down" on the 
New Jersey .. now that Washington's plan, there still remained time for 
freeze has begun to spread its icy community action to press hard 
fingers. for CRP and overcome govern

In May, 1972, the Elizabeth ment stubbornness. Two efforts, 
program was forced to change its in fact, ha<i already been launched 
original program goals. Admitting by Sister Jacinta Fernandes and 
defeat in its five-year long struggle Jeff Brown in tho neighborhoods of 
with Housing and Urban Develop- Keighry Head and Frog Hollow, 
ment to persuade it to rebuild the 
last large plot of la'nd in Elizabeth, 
the New Point Road area, which 
HUD had ten years before emptied 
of tenants, as well as structures, 
with promises of relocating thtl 
people and then building good, 
low-income housing, the AFSC 
program turned its face towards a 
new hope for the low-income 
people and houses of Elizabeth: 
City, state and federal funds had 
recently been invested by the city 
government to pay for a $180,000 
Community Renewal Program Re
port ( CRP) to map out community 
needs and solutions, and to update 
an incomplete Master Plan under
taken several years prior.· To the 
minds of AFSC committee and 
staff, the benefits which would be 
provided by the CRP were well 
worth the few extra dollars the 
city would '.need to supplement the 
federal governnient's then avail
able funds for the project. 

Five hundred units of scattered 
public housing for the elderly could. 
be constructed; rehabilitation of 
500 existing deteriorating dwell
ings could be carried out, as well 
as construction of 500 new units of 
low a'nd moderate income dwell
ings. .Along with these building 
plans, all to take place over a five 
year span, would go a new urban 
renewal approach which would al
low ~or community participation. 

The disappointment over the loss 

when news of the startling budget 
cuts were made known. 

In the words of Jeff Brown, 
Associate Director, "AFSC has 
been caught in the draft of the 
freeze. It has meant an even deeper 
freeze on all efforts of significant 
magnitude to rehabilitate or· build 
new housing in Elizabeth." But he 
adds, ''we are, of course, actively 
pursuing all alternatives available 
to us." 
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LEND US 
SURPLUS 
FUNDS 
FOR· 

HUMAN 
INTEREST? 

Interest-Free . . . · Msny fn~nds lend us surplus funds free of 
Loan Plan interest. Their return is in the human interest 
and benefits of AFSC programs that work for world peace and 
the relief of human suffering. We call this form of giving an 
interest-free loan. 
An interest-free loan releases funds TEMPORARILY to the AFSC. 
You can establish a loan with as little as $500 cash. We will 
invest your .money with caution and care, and use the income 
for AFSC program work. You will have no income to report for 
tax purposes and no charitable deduction is allowed. We will 
return any part or all of the funds within sixty days after receiv
ing your written request. 

Please write or ?al!: American Friends Service Committee, Attention Arthur C. Ritz, 
160 North15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19102; Telephone 215-LO 3-9372. 
Or contact your nearest AFSC regional office. 

Crisis In 
N.1re1and 
By ToM REEVES 
Middle Atlantic Regwn 

Peace Education in the Middle 
Atlantic Region chose Northern 
Ireland as its second emphasis 
after Vietnam last fall. The first 
event was the extraordinary visit 
of Helen · Campbell, a Belfast 
Friend, to the MAR office to edu
cate staff and friends on the con
fusing topic. We distributed liter
ature from nonviolent groups and 
published our own article, "Crisis: · 
Northern Ireland," by Joe Evans, 
Peace Education Collective mem
ber. It was copied and distributed 
by several other groups including 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Syracuse. 

On December 9 · we held what 
one Friend called, "One of the 
most amazing public meetings in 
recent Baltimore history." We 
made a vigorous attempt to reach 
out to a new constituency among 
Irish-American . working people 
and we were successful. Most of 
the more than 200 people present 
were attending an AFSC program 
for the first time, and although.we 
did a brisk business in anti-war 
and other literature, the reactions 
even from conservative group:, 
were favorable. 

Speakers ·ranged from well
known peace activist Brad Lyttle 
tq Fr. Sean McManus, IRA Pro
visional supporter who had just 
flown back from Dublin where he 
persuaded an IRA leader to break 
his fast in jail in order to prevent 
bloodshed. Despite ominous rum-
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Fr. Sean McManus 

blings outside the meeting, there 
was QO violence and there was a 
good deal of dialogue. 

There has been a continued 
relationship between AFSC and 
Irish-Americans, particularly Fr. 
McManus who is now at a large 
and conservative Roman Catholic 
parish in East Baltimore. AFSC 
joined the Irish-Americans in 
plai:ming and carrying out a non
violent demonstration at the Na
tional Press Club in Washington 
when British Prime · Minister 
Heath spoke. Sean McBride, pres:. 
ident of Baltimore's largest Irish
American group, the Emerald Isle 
Club, contacted Friends in Bel
fast during his December visit and 
returned with glowing reports of 
reconciliation there. Had the 
MAR program not been held, 
Sean McBride's only Irish con
tacts would have been IRA Pro
visionals and his own family. 
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