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Fighting racism and poverty in Mobile 

A Mobile ghetto family may pay as much as $30 a month rent for a run-down house like this 
with no electrlclty or plumbing. Average family income is $1500 a year. 

Story and photos by BETH BINFORD 

In Mobile, Alabama you can learn 
a Jot about poverty, racism, injustice, 
and the war brewing in our cities. 

Mobile is a city of contrasts. Ex
pensive homes line the main street and 
dot the white suburbs. In the black 
ghetto, run-down shacks, with no 
plumbing or electricity, crowd together 
in the shadow and stench of the great 
paper mills. 

Mobile welcomes the tourist with 
traditional southern hospitality, yet 
brooks no "interference" from outside, 
not even from the government. 

Highest church attendance 

The city has the highc t church at
tendance in the nation, with Bible 
programs almost as regularly as the 
news, yet th1.: separation of black 
people from white grows more pro
nounced every day. 

The death of Martin Luther King 
sparked the formation of a black or
ganization called NOW to demand 
equal rights. The majority of whites 
have resisted these demands, especially 
when equal rights has meant equal em
ployment or integration of the schools. 

Tension mount also because many 
black people find it difficult to challenge 
the status quo and as a result feel 
under pressure from both directions. 
The city is a powder keg. "Ninety one 
fire bombings in the past year," reports 
the Mobile Press, and "Arson, Vandal
ism, Terrorism, remain unabated here." 

For six years Mobile school officials, 
backed by the district court, have 

fought to block desegregation of their 
schools. Last fall, as the Justice De
partment pressed for integration, ten 
thousand white parents organized to 
fight it. The minority in favor of in
tegration was going to need help. 

The AFSC appointed David Jacobs 
and Bill Rosser to give them support, 
to help implement the court order for 
school desegrcgration in Mobile, and at 
the same time to sec what could be 
done on housing and education. They 
hope to get industry involved in com
munity problems and to involve people 
-both black and white-in the total 
life of the town. 

But in Mobile involvement and taking 
a stand bring harassment from all sides. 
Some have lost their jobs, or their 
homes to fire bombs, or have been 
badgered by the police. 

Others, including AFSC staff, have 
received threats on their lives. For 
some the oppression is so overwhelm
ing they leave. But David and Bill 
say: ''It's a cha llenge working here," 
and their steady support means a lot to 
tho e who would sec that equal rights 
arc not just a dream. 

Getting the community 
involved 

•·we knew our role was going to 
be to encourage people stepping out 
for the first time, who didn't know 
how to get changes made in education 
or housing," Bill comments. 

"We decided to get everyone to
gether who was really concerned about 
problems in Mobile, and who wanted 

to work on them. We held our first 
meeting at the Catholic school. One 
hundred and fifty people came . . . 
both black and white. We decided our 
aim was to improve conditions for all 
citizens in Mobile." 

The group called themselves ACT, 
appointed officers and set up com
mittees to work on housing, education 
and government. 

The education committee decided 
to work on school lunch programs, to 
start a tutoring program, and to see 
about getting black history into the 
school curriculum. The political action 
group set about getting a Negro elected, 
for the first time, to the state legisla
ture, while the housing committee 
began an investigation of Mobile's sub
standard housing. 

ACT takes action 
Darkness settled on Mobile. On the 

second floor of the Catholic school a 
crowd gathered: teachers, principals, 
students, housewives, Catholic si . ters 
and priests, a newspaper reporter, a 
social worker, and residents from the 
ghetto who had tried to improve their 
conditions with few results. 

Henry Williams, chairman of ACT, 

asked a priest to give the opening 
prayer. All stood. "Let us know what 
it means to be a Christian ... before 
it's too late," he said. 

Henry then explained to newcomers 
how ACT was formed and about the 
American Friends Service Committee 
and its staff who realized that one way 
to solve Mobile's problems was to get 
people to help others help themselves. 

Get out and vote 
Committee chairmen gave their re

ports. The previous Saturday the 
political action committee had enlisted 
students to go door-to-door telling 
people about the candidates, and to 
urge the black community to get out 
and vote. The students found some 
people didn't even know there was an 
election. 

A housing committee member re
ported on the number of people in 
substandard housing ... houses with 
no bath or electricity renting for $30 
a month. 

The tutoring program was going 
well. The committee had expected 19 
students the first afternoon and 40 had 
come. 

continued on page 3 

Young Asian leaders meet to talk 

A .1· he talks you catch the /favor of A 111eri
cw1 Friends Service Cvmmillee se111inars 
and are impressed with the clear thinking, 
probing q11estions, impatience with stereo
types, and wlerance /or dillerent view
points thur mark these international gather
ill/.!.I'. EDWARD SNYDER, director of rhe 
proi:ra111 in Southeast Asia, 011 home leave, 
/.!ave a special interview to Bulletin sta/J. 

How do you plan a seminar? 

When Brewster Grace and l arrived 
in Singapore in the fall of 1967, we 
decided to talk with the people in the 
region to find out which issues they were 
concerned about. At the top of the list 
was the question of economic and social 

development: how to create a better 
life within each of their countries. Sec
ond was youth. The generations com
ing into political power in Asia are very 
young by our standards. It was sug
gested we could perform a real service 
by bringing these people from different 
countries together. Third, they were 
very much concerned about the whole 
question of security. We planned our 
1968 seminars with these subjects in 
mind. 

Where were the eminars held? 

We had three seminars during 1968, 
two in Malaysia and one in Indonesia. 

How did you recruit participants? 

The seminars were for young Asian 
leaders in the academic or professional 
world. By young we had in mind 25 to 
40 years of age. 

We always begin by contacting f!Jr
mer participants of AFSC projects, 
whose opinions we respect, embassies 
and foreign ministries. 

I would visit Malaysia, Bangkok and 
Laos and personally interview the par
ticipants who'd been recommended to 
us, while Brewster often recruited in 
Indonesia. Where travel was impossible 

continued on page 2 



The issues are joined 
The issues are joined. Shall the United States continue the militarization of its 
foreign policy? Will the Department of Defense continue to commit war crime in 
our name in Vietnam? Shall we budget billion in a nuclear balance of terror? 
Or shall we withdraw from Vietnam allowing the Vietnamese to settle their own 
internal arrangements? Shall we alter our policy of containment, admitting China to 
the U.N.? Will those of us who feel the supremacy of moral and religious values 
inject these values into the decision-making processes of our national life? Will 
we see that economic development and national pride are far more important in 
the conflict of nations than effusive ideology? Shall we put our resources into the 
cure of our massive urban problems in the areas of jobs, housing and social 
justice? 

The evidence of a rise of peace sentiment is on all sides. The Federal 
Courts are crowded with C.O. cases. Thousands of Gls have gone AWOL 
and many have sought asylum abroad. Opposition in Congress to the 
ABM, the war in Vietnam, and the role of the military in our national 
life grows apace. 

Large numbers of students are aware of the discrepancy between the values 
they are taught and the evidence their eyes show them. They sense that the 
universities must regain their independence from the military, from economic 
domination, and reassert their important role of creating an educational environ
ment related to the quality of our personal and national life. More important, an 
increasing number of faculty now identify with these objectives. 

In addition, increa ing numbers of scientists, economists, and businessmen 
oppose the emphasis on military research at the expense of attention to human 
and environmental problems. The Black community, especially the ghetto Blacks, 
are now aroused by the crisis in education affecting their children and the con
tinued racism of our society restricting opportunities in jobs and housing. They 
clearly understand the low priority assigned to them unless they exercise more 
power. 

Many of these groups have methods and objectives which would not 
find favor by those of us committed to nonviolence. But AFSC has a 
special role to relate to all these diverse groups. As the issues are joined 
we need to contribute our expertise in bringing constructive social change 
without employing counter-productive tactics. In tbis role AFSC must 
continue to be an organization able to work with the draft resisters, the 
dissenting scientists, the concerned business executives, the militant 
students, the aroused Blacks and the middle class whites looking for 
"relevance." Some AFSC programs will have more appeal to certain of 
our supporters than others. But to emphasize only the radical is a counsel 
of defeat and despair-just as to emphasize only the AfSC programs 
which appeal to the moderates is to ignore the contribution of those 
working on the frontiers of socia l change. 

Our usefulness as instruments of social change and our usefulness to those 
who approach AFSC with individual concerns can only grow as we involve our
selves in programs relating to the major issues of our time. We need to keep a 
dialogue going with left, right and center, bringing to this present national test our 
experience in problem solving, an experience which has at its heart our central 
belief in the power of love and reconciliation. 

3~ P.e{J--1_ 

Young Asian leaders 
continued from page 1 

we relied on Friend , AFSC offices and 
other contacts. l was impressed with 
the caliber of people we could call upon 
for chairmen, consultants and partici
pants. We had ome very able people. 

At the first Malaysian seminar we 
were very fortunate in having two Soviet 
diplomats, one of whom was the consul 
of the embassy. I must say they did a 
very impressive job of representing their 
point of view. For many of these par
ticipants from Southeast Asia, thi was 
the first time they had ever een a live 
Communist, let alone a Soviet diplomat. 
In terms of our efforts to try to confront 
people with new experiences, and to 
raise questions in their mind about 
their previous stereotypes and impre -
sions, this was very useful. 

l s communication at a seminar carried 
on entirely through group discussions? 

No, not at all. There are sigh tseeing 
trips, visits to industries, movies at 
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night, and time for recreation. A lot of 
communication takes place on the bus 
trips and at dinner. 

We have meditation each morning. 
Two of the most regular attenders dur
ing the Penang Seminar were an Indo
nesian Moslem and a Philippine Cath
olic. 

During the Indonesia Seminar we 
took an educational excursion to several 
villages where Indonesian agriculture 
student were helping farmers plant the 
new "Miracle" strains of rice developed 
in the Philippines. This was particularly 
valuable as it demonstrated the impact 
young people can have on development, 
and the impact technology can have on 
such problems as food production. 

What topics did you discuss? 

We focused mainly on economic de
velopment, peace and security, and 
you th . 

We often had special interest sessions. 
At one we talked about the religions 
represented at the eminar, the similari
ties and contrasts. Religion is a major 

Seminar In Malaysia opened In Kuala Lump.ur In the government'• "Operation •oom". Formerly 
headquarters for the fighting during the "Emergency", It Is now the nerve center for Malaysia'• 
economic development prograrn--a modern example of swords Into plowshares. 

source of social conflict in Southeast 
Asia vis-a-vis development. The dis
cussion turned into a four-hour session 
which lasted until l a.m. More than 
half the seminar participants stayed to 
the very end. 

One night we played charades for 
entertainment. We had a lot of fun but 
the next morning practically our whole 
discussion was devoted to it. It appeared 
the Westerners were especially good at 
charades, very aggressive and played 
the game hard. A number of Asians 
were more relaxed. We began to wonder 
about the differing traits in developed 
and developing societies. It led to some 
interesting discussions about competi
tion and cooperation, and what happens 
to human beings and social values in a 
competitive Western-type society. 

Do you ever have any serious problems? 

At the Indonesia Seminar we had a 
little trouble between some of the uni
versity people and those in professions 
and business. It was a communication 
problem. Two of the four people in
volved, left. I suspect if they had stayed 
to the end, they would have come 
around to a real appreciation of the 
seminar experience, as the other two 
did. At the final ses ion, when we went 
around the room and asked for com
ments, one of them said: "This seminar 
has taught me more about my neigh
bors." His friend following him, said: 
"This seminar has taught me more 
about myself." 

Do you get other f ai•orab/e com111e111s? 

Yes, one wrote us : "This is perhaps 
one of the few chances a practitioner 
has to sit back and think , to reflect on 
the principles and theories that guide 
his actions. For the academic person, 
it's an opportunity to leave the cloistered 
halls and test his ideas against the prac
titioner ... " Another said: ''What 
meant much to me personally were the 
conversations, usually after hours ... a 
growing sense of the similarity of the 
problems we face and a sense of kinship. 
l think I will know several of these 
people for a long time. " 

What were some of the highlights fur 
you personally la.st year? 

I think the last day of the Indonesia 
Seminar was one of the most gratifying 
days of my life. We had an in-depth 
discussion of some of the basic issues 
of the seminar: rationality vs. intuition, 
feeling and imagination; materialism vs. 
spiritual and moral values; and the 
younger vs. the older generation. 

Also we had discussed the Sabah 
issue at some length because we had a 

very good delegation from both Malay
sia and the Philippines. Sabah is a dis
puted area in Malay ia, which Malaysia 
po sesses but the Philippines claim. 
This issue has generated a great deal of 
heat. In the session where we were giv
ing our impressions, a highly respected 
representative from one side of the dis
pute said: "I don't know what the future 
holds for Sabah, but if my government 
elects to go to war over it, I will think 
of my three friends on the other side 
whom I met here; and don't be sur
prised if there is a new branch of the 
conscientious objectors in my country." 

Friends Ask J 
By CDARLES DURDEN 
Of The Inquirer Staff 

"When you've had babies die 
in your arms as I have," Roger 
Fredrickson said, "you cannot 
b• indilierent to the continuing 
starvation in Nigeria and Bl· 
afra." 

Fredrickson is the director 
o( overseas refugee programs 
for the American Friends Ser
vice Committee, a Quaker orga 
nization. 

The people are dying, he says, 
hecause the food lhat is avail
ii ble often doesn't reach them . 

<.:JVILIANS SUFFER 
"Wars are waged ostensibly 

to help civilians,'' Fredrickson 
said, "yet, they are the ones 
who !Uiler. They always do. 

"As a philosopher that is an 
interesting point lo me. 

"As a human being concerned 
about human beings ... " 

It is all too mueh to reduce 
to a few simple words and he 
shrugs but it is not a shrug of 
reluctant acceptance. 

Instead, he says, the AFSC 
is launching a three-year, $1· 
million program of "long range 
rehabilitation." 

"We are going to concentrate 
on preventive medicine, public 
health, and on rebuilding local 
agricultural production. 

YEARS OF WORK 
"It is goin.g to take years to 

repair the dama,ge of this . , 
and even though the end of the 
war seems out o( sight, now is 
the lime to plan ahead ." 

Planning ahead means plan
ning for both sides - as the 
Friends always do. They have 
been on both sides for so lon,g 
their reputation for fairness and 
equality of treatment gives 
.them a measure o( security in 
even the most hazardous con
ditions. 

"We've spent a good deal of 
time inlerpretin!( our actions 
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Fighting racism 
continued from page I 

The school committee discovered 
there were federal funds available for 
school lunch programs, and countless 
underprivileged children going without 
food. They confronted tl1e school board 
with the facts. 

Mrs. Lewis, a housewife, asked the 
board to require principals to provide 
the school lunches. Now, with new
found confidence, she is trying to get 
the information on radio and television. 

"I scraped together money to give 
my children for lunch when we had 
no other food in the house," she said. 
"Other parents should know about the 
program." 

Have to get involved 

At the close Henry Williams spoke 
movingly about ACT. "I hope there 
can be a bridge between the black and 
white communities. 

"Now I'm a middle man. I'm here 
because I think blacks have to get in
volved and not just sit back and let 
the white man tell us what ought to be 
done. You have to understand the 
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tnonths"', he said . 
· 'During November, Decem· 

her and January the food runs 
low. The war makes it worse 
because planting and harvesting 
operations can't go on very 
well under such conditions." 

Bel terment of conditions, he 
says, can 't very well come be. 
fore the end of the war and 
starvatton doesn ' t wait. In the 
meantime it is left to relief 
agenices such as lhe Friends. 
Red Cross, Church Reli ef Ser
vic.? and others to help, to care 
enough to lake positive actions. 

"We need money," Fredrick
son said. "We need people , doc
tors, nurses, food distributors 
and auto mechanics . 

"We don't need donated food 
- ;.nd that's a hard thing to 
say to people who have helped 
or tried to help. 

"A great many Americans 
collected tons of canned goods 
and distributing them is almost 
impossible. We can buy the 
food needed - dried fish, for 
example - in lots of several 
tons each which enables us to 
J;et it much cheaper. 
VEHICLES NEEDED 

"We need vehicles - jeeps, 
trucks, Land Rovers - but they 
have to have a right.band 
drive. 

"It's unfortunate that the peo
ple who want to help can't help 
as they would like to and just 
wri,mg out a check isn't much 
of aa involvement but that's 
what's needed now . 

"L~ter , when this has ended , 
we will need a lot of people, a 
lot of hands for plain, hard 
work. But now we need funds 
to keep this going." 

It costs $6500 a year just to 
suppvrt a worker in that area. 
fhere are ei~ht Friends pre
sently in the area and four 
more awaiting visas from 
Nigeria . 

Philadelphia I-nquirer • 

David Jacobs (left), director of the AFSC program In Mobile, and his aulstant, 11111 Rosser, hope 
to "get Industry to do something about the housing and employment problems In the areca." 

agony and the restlessness of the black 
people today. 

"But the white man has to be in
volved, too. The more you stay away 
the more chance for alienation. ACT 
can keep alienation from happening. 
We have to build in blacks a trust for 
the white man." 

THE AFSC in action 
The AFSC office is in a three room 

house. On one side is a half torn-down 
church; on the other a fire-bombed 
house. Urban renewal is clearing the 
area, once a slum, and building new 
town houses. Former residents were 
moved into another slum. 

Inside the walls are brightened by 
posters made by black girls and white, 
students who came together for an 
AFSC-initiated seminar. 

On a typical day David and Bill may 
meet with county or city officials to 
question why qualified blacks have 
been denied jobs, or talk to heads of 
industry on housing problems near 
their plants, or with a white professor 
who's discouraged at failure to get a 
black history course at the university. 

Frequently they speak to church 
groups or to student seminars at the 
college or university. They present 
facts, give people ideas, make sug
gestions for action. They encourage 
people to put their ideals into practice. 
"We're enablers," says Bill. 

or reviewing the latest court case in 
which the Department of Justice will 
charge the school officials with failure 
to comply with the court order to de
segregate the schools. 

A stream of visitors comes and 
goes. Two Catholic sisters bring a box 
of cookies, a Justice Department law
yer drops in to sit and taJk, someone 
puts his head in the door to say the 
police are harassing two pickets . . . 
could David and Bill come. 

College students from Iowa stop in 
to ask about the AFSC. David chal
lenges them to look at the problems in 
Mobile, in America's cities, in the 
community where they go to school. 
You're reminded he was a teacher. 

In the evenings both Bill and David 
may join picket lines with the active 

black organization, NOW, which is 
protesting discrimination in employ
ment. 

Most marchers see Bill's white face 
in the line as an act of good will, but 
abuse comes from white onlookers. 
This caused a black marcher to com
ment: "Seeing black and white people 
together makes some folks mad and 
some ashamed." 

People's respect 

David and Bill are a dynamic team, 
often working 9 to 9, 7 days a week. 
David comments on Bill's sincerity. 

. "He's the only white man NOW will 
allow to speak at their meetings." 

Bill says: "We've been able to do 
what we've done here because of 
David. He's lived in Mobile all his life 
so he has the contacts, and people like 
and respect him ." 

Both quote statistics in talking about 
the work that lies ahead. "Mobile's 
teachers are the lowest paid in the 
U.S. The Mobile school system has the 
highest pupil-teacher ratio in the U.S., 
with the lowest expense per pupil
half the U.S. average." 

Psychological effect 

Bill says: "It's terrible when you 
think of the effect of a poor education 
on a child, and added to that the psy
chological effect of being made to feel 
inferior because you're black. These 
statistics we talk about, they're human 
lives!" 

And it's the human lives and rela
tionships between people that they care 
about. If change comes to tradition
bound Mobile, it will be due in part 
to their initiative and to the counl8£! 
and efforts of their friends. 

They spend several hours each day 
at their desks catching up on reports 
of programs in other cities, new federal 
laws or programs applicable to Mobile, 

Black and white citizens, concerned with Mobile's discriminatory housing and education, have 
been encouraged by David Jacobs and BIii Rouer to form ACT. Pictured Is a Catholic sister 
pointing out areas of substandard housing to the group members. 

Rededication to a dream 
Philip Buskirk was sent by the AFSC to 
Washington in 1968 to help the Poor 
Peoples Campaign in legislative research 
and liaison with Congress and govern
ment departments. 

In an article that appeared in the 
April I, 1969 issue of FRIENDS JOUR
NAL, Philip Buskirk reviewed the 
campaign objectives as well as noting 
the changes that have been accom
plished in the year following Dr. King's 
assassination . 

Follow Dr. King 's plan 
"The Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference and their steering committee 
determined to follow the plan Dr. King 
had announced . . . 

Drea m not yet true 

"A part of the dream has not yet 
come true. Neither the Congress nor 
the President has re-ordered national 
priorities. Although those elected and 
appointed to serve all citizens have 
seen. talked to, and sympathized with 
citizens who get disservice, they have 
not responded with bold, sufficient pro
grams for jobs, income, and equal pro
tection under the law. Citizens who saw 
and read about the campaign have not 
demanded such programs, either . . . 

"The poor people got some action 
from the government. Appropriations 
for food distribution programs are 
bigger. Bills have been introduced to 

establish some form 
of income mainte
nance system differ
ent from the present 
welfare system. 

"I believe the 
most significant re
sults of the Poor 
Peoples Campaign 

are the determination of poor people to 
bring about change and the new sense 
of unity that exists among groups of 
poor people. People are beginning to 
see realistic ways of working for change, 
starting with their communities. There 
are new bonds between groups who had 
thought they were isolated. Issues have 
been clarified ... 

"Many observers say that this was the 
first time American Indian representa
tives have made common cause with 

continued on page 4 
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eleCtS to go t~ war over it, I will think 
of my three friends on the other side 
whom I met here; and don't be sur
prised if there is a new branch of the 
conscientious objectors in my country." 

"Now I'm a middle man. I'm here 
because I think blacks have to get in
volved and not just sit back and let 
the white man tell us what ought to be 
done. You have to understand the 

Friends Ask Aid for Africans 
By CHARLES DURDEN 
Of The Inquirer Staff 

"When y-ou've had babies die 
in your arms as I have," Roger 
Fredrickson said, "you cannot 
b& indilferent to the continuing 
starvation in Nigeria alid Bi
afra ." 

Fredrickson i-s the director 
of overseas refugee programs 
for the American Friends Ser
vice Committee, a Quaker orga
nization. 

The people are dying, he says, 
because the food that is avail
able often doesn't reach them. 

<.:IVILIANS SUFFER 
"Wars are waged ostensibly 

to help civilians," Freddckson 
said, "yet, they are the ones 
who !Uffer. They al•ways do. 

"As a philosopher that is an 
interesting point to me. 

"As a human being concerned 
about human beings , .. " 

It is all too mu.ch to reduce 
to a few simple words and he 
shrugs but it is not a shrug of 
reluctant acceptance. 

Insteul, he says, the AFSC 
is launching a three-year, $!
million program of "long range 
rehabilitation." 

"We are going to concentrate 
on preventive medicine, public 
health, and on rebuHding loc,al 
agricultural production. 

YEARS OF WORK 
"It is goin,g to take years to 

repair the daim a,ge of this ·. . .• , 
and even though the end of the 
war seems out of sight, now is 
the time to plan ahead." 

Planning ahead means plan
ning for both sides - as ' the 
Friends always do. They have 
been on both sides for so long 
their reputation for fairness and 
equality of treatment gives 
.them a measure of security in 
even the most hazardous con
ditions. 

"We've spent a good deal of 
time interpreting our actions 

and motives and- objectives to 
both sides," Fredrickson said. 
·'As a result Friends a.re in a 
favored positi!)n. 

"They (Biaft'an,s and Nigeri
ans)· know of our work in India 
and Pakisllan; Algeria, Israel 
and the Arah countries . . . 
and ttiey trust: us. We do every
thing .possible not to violate 
that tr.11st." 

QUICK TO TAKE OFFENSE 
It isn't easy nor likely to be

come easier anytime soon. The 
political overtones to the war 
are the domin·ant factor and of
fense quickly taken by those 
involved in the -life and death 
struggle. 

Use of the words "Biafra" or 
"rebel" at the wrong time can 
trigger unreasoned responses: 
To Nigerian officials there is no 
such place as Biafra - "It" is 
knows to them as Southeast 
State. Biafrans, in turn, regard 
themselves as just that and not 
as "rebels." 

As a consequence other relief 
agenices in the war zone have 
had recurring difficulties with 
both Nigerian and Biafran offi
cials and at least twice the In
ternational Red Cross has been 
threa lened with eviction from 
both countries . 

HUNGER NOT NEW 
In what is presently Biafra -

an area of about 40 by 85 miles 
- there are six to eight million 
people, a sizable portion of 
them tribesmen who, by 
Western standards, are some
thing less than civilized. 

"What's happened," Fredrick
son said, "is that some people 
have added 20th Century tools 
of war to -. ce'nturies old con
flict." 

The war is not new - nor the 
hunger. 

"Even. before this they had 
whiit were called 'famine 

months~", he said. 
''During November, Decem

ber and January the food runs 
low. The war makes it worse 
because planting and harvesting 
operations can't go on very 
well under such conditions." 

Betterment of conditions, he 
says, can't very .well come be. 
fore the end of the war and 
starvation doesn'.t wait. In the . 
meantime it is left to relief 
agenices such as the Friends, 
Red Cross, Church Relief Ser
vice and others to help, to care 
enough to take positive actions. 

"We need money," Fredrick
son said. "We need people, doc
tors, nurses, food distributors 
and auto mechanics. 

"We don't need donated food 
- and that's a hard thing to 
say to people who have helped -
or tried to help. 

"A great many Americans 
collected tons of canned goods 
and distributing them is almost 
impossible. We can buy the 
food needed - dried fish, for 
example - in lots of several 
tons each which enables us to 
get it much cheaper. 
VEHICLES NEEDED 

"We need vehicles - jeeps, 
trucks, Land Rovers - but they 
have to llave a right-hand 
drive. 

"It's unfortunate that the peo
ple who want to help can't help 
as they· would like to and just 
wri~mg out a check isn't much 
of an involvement but that's 
what's needed now. 

'·Later, when this has ended, 
we· will need a lot of people, a 
lot of hands for plain, hard 
work. But now we need funds 
to keep this going." 

It costs $6500 a year just to 
support a worker in that area. 
rhere are eight Friends pre
sently in the area and four 
more awaiting visas from 
Nigeria. 

• Reprinted from The Philadelphia Inquirer• 
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Anatomy~ 
Anti
communism 

A Report Prepared for the Peace 
Education Division of the American 
Friends Service Committee, by a 
Working Party consisting of James 
E. Bristol, Holland Hunter, James 
H. Laird, Sidney Lens, Milton 
Mayer, Robert E. Reuman, Athan 
Theoharis, and Bryant Wedge. 

Published by Hill and Wang 

Price: $1.50 

Reviewed by ROBERT J. OSBORN 

It is "a convenient target upon which 
Americans find release for their pent-up 
hostibties"; it is for many Americans 
"a handy way to explain a troublesome 
world"; it is "woven into the fabric of 
American society"; it "sells weapons, 
it guides policy makers, it excites leg
islators." Such is the ramshackle ide
ology of anti-Communism described by 
this team of authors in their effort to 
diagnose a malady now a half-century 
old, and still potent. 

This was an ambitious project, and 
perhaps an overly ambitious one. 
While its focus is on anti-Communism 
as a state of mind and a world outlook 
shared by aJI too many Americans, this 
report attempts also to survey the half
century of international relations which 
produced this outlook, to describe the 
reality of the Communist world as dis
tinct from the anti-Communist image 
of it, and to prescribe an American 

~e 
Quiet 
Rebels 
$5,95 

By MARGARET H. BACON 

The Story of Quakerism in Amer
ica, with all its geographical and doc
trinal variations and cross-currents, is 
a complex one and it is difficult to tell 
it so that the essential wholeness un
derlying the parts becomes clear. Mrs. 
Bacon has achieved an unu ual syn
thesis of clarity and compression, his
torical accuracy and contemporary 
interest, vivid pictures of individuals 
and expositions of social testimonies, 
and she has done it all with an easy, 
lively, economical style that will ap
peal to readers young and old. 

ELIZABETH GRAY VINING 

Mall to : Peace Literature, American 
Friends Service Committee, 160 
North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19102 

foreign policy related to this reality 
rather than to the anti-Communist ide
ology which has influenced our foreign 
policy so decisively since World War II. 

In dealing with all these matters, this 
slim (138 pages) volume is both con
cise and provocative. It will make good 
background reading for seminars and 
discussion groups, and alert high
schoolers will find it a healthy antidote 
to tl1e supine praise of recent American 
foreign policy that pervades most of 
the texts they see on the subject. 

The book's limitations are mainly 
those imposed by its very brevity. Any 
summary of East-West relations so 
brief that it must confine its account 
of the Yalta Agreement to one para
graph, may serve to refresh the memo
ries of those who already share its 
point of view, but will hardly say any
thing meaningful to those who arc not 
so sure of it, or are hostile to it. 

Selected bibliography 

Hopefully the value of this sort of 
coverage will be that it does send stu
dents and their elders scurrying to 
check these important facts in more 
detailed sources, two dozen of which 
are suggested in a selected bibliography. 
One particularly valuable feature of 
this summary, however, is its emphasis 
on the role of the United States in 
restoring thoroughly conservative and 
sometimes virulently anti-Communist 
regimes to power after World War 11. 

The closing chapter on policy pro
posals is likewise too brief to do justice 
to the subject matter. The proposals 
stress support of truly national regimes. 
promotion of economic and social re
form, and economic assistance ad
ministered on a multi-lateral basis . 

Politically, the stress is on an end 
to the American policy of seeking to 
isolate China, and a more realistic look 

)( 
National Edition 

American Friends Service Committee 

The voice of an angel 
• (We received this letter with the request that it he puhlislted, and how could 

we refuse/) 

Dear AFSC: 

The AFSC's work is never done and 
the needs are alway greater than the 
annual contributions can meet. I think 
maybe some AFSC friends have not 
carefully considered the Gift Nnnuity 
Plan. I am so delighted with my ex
perience that I would like to hare it 
with others. 

Under this plan , you give a specific 
amount of cash, securities or other 
property ( $500 or more) and the 
AFSC guarantees you a fixed annual 
income for your lifetime. The amount 
is determined by your age. At my age 
of 72, a $ I 000 contribution returns 
$60 annually for the rest of my life . 
I pay income tax on only 33 % of this 
and can deduct $352 of every thou
sand as "charitable contribution." 

It is so easy for me; I just put aside 
each month whatever I don't need of 
my current income, and when I have 
$500, in it goes! This seems to me to 
be a safer and saner investment than 
many of our stocks. 

[t is fun to get a regular check from 

your favorite charity instead of the 
usual solici tation and, when I die, the 
AFSC goes on doing my work with 
my money. 

The A FSC has establi hed other 
ways for those who might be interested 
in providing essential funds now and 
in the future. I hope you will consider 
the AFSC in planning your will. The 
federal government and most states en
courage such charitable bequests by 
permitting them to be deducted from 
the value of an estate before taxation. 
A life insurance policy may no longer 
be needed and makes a valuable gift 
with income tax advantages. You may 
also want to consider trusts set up for 
the ultimate benefit of the AFSC, or 
the Life Income Contract, which will 
return to you the income earned by 
the gift throughout your lifetime. 

I do hope many of you will inquire 
about these programs for extending 
the influence of your own resources 
through A FSC channels in the years to 
come. 

MARY MAHER 

• Information about the AFSC Gift Annuity Plan can he had by sending your 
inquiry to Paul Turner, A FSC, 160 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania 19/02. 

at China's actual aspirations in Asia. 
which will reveal the folly of the pres
ent U.S. stress on military containment. 
Herc again, the presentation of Lhesc 
idea together with the sketchies t kind 
of justification will stimulate the think
ing of readers already generally in sym
pathy with this approach, but will have 
much less to say to the unconvinced . 

The heart of this report is, fortu 
nately, also its most convincing part, 
primarily because the currents of anti
Communist thought and feeling which 
it describes need little documentation; 
they have permeated our nation's pub
lic life for the last quarter-century. The 
same goes for the chapter called "What 
It Does To Us", an account of the 
many foreign policy decisions which 
were decisively influenced by the ide
ology of anti-Communism. 

Because the problem of attitudes and 
perceptions is the heart of the book, it 
is somewhat surprising that the book's 
major proposals are directed to the 
question of how to address ourselves 
to the world, but not to the problem 

of how to address ourselves to the root 
feelings of anti-Communism at home. 
This reviewer hopes that the AFSC, 
with all its experience in intellectual 
and spiritual confrontation, will set an 
equally competent team of writers to 
work on this problem as well. 

RODLRT J. OsooR ,., 11.,.1i.1ta11t professor vf 
political science w the U11il·ersity nf Pe11n
.1y/1•1111ia. 

Rededication 
conti1111ed from page 3 
black people and other poor people. 
The move for unity among Mexican
American poor people has been 
strengthened across regional bound
aries. There is also communication with 
Puerto Ricans, especially in the cities. 
The National Welfare Rights Organiza
tion, an important factor in the 
campaign, daily strengthens the under
standing of poor people for the need of 
working together ... " 
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