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AFSC Vietnam programs: 

Youth Service Opportunities volunteers begin 
school construction in Mexico 

, one restarted 

Three and a half months aftcr thc ar- 
rival of our Youth Service Opportuni- 
ties (YSO) unit in Xoconostlc, Mexico, 
construction began on the town's new 
10-room school. Excitement reached 
a climax when " . . . thc town pitchcd in 
with ovcr 100 mcn plus hclp from thc 
men in the unit and made the dirt fly." 

YSO Mexico is administcrcd by Nan- 
cy Durycc, dircctor of the AFSC's Latin 
Amcrica program. It includcs young 
men and womcn betwccn thc ages of 18 
and 20. Fivc of the voluntccrs arc con- 

Whcn the smokc cleared frorn the I ct 
'I Ion offcnsive of the National Liber, t '  

Front, the AFSC workcrs in Victn;lnl 
knew thcir situation had changed. 

Thc tactics of widcsprcnd dcstruction 
used by the U.S. military and thc Army 
of the Rcpublic of Vietnam against ham- 
lets suspcctcd of h;~rboring the NLF had 
bccn transfcrrcd to the cities of South 
Victnam. Our  workcrs had sccn largc 
arcas bombed, shcllcd and strafcd until 
thcy wcrc a sea of firc. Somctimcs thc 
inhabitants wcrc able to gct oirt. some- 
tirncs not. 

turncd on a rccord playcr, filling thc 
vallcy with Spanish music. lmmcdiatcly 
a t  least fifty childrcn wcrc clamoring 
around thc truck, cach hoping to gct a 
frcc Pcpsi. 

Thc first project to gct undcrway was 
a kindcrgartcn for thc village children. 
Aftcr an interested villager lcnt a housc 
to tllC group to USC ior the kindcrgartcn, 
the womcn in thc unit got right to work 

continued on page 2 

A near miss 
Our workcrs were lucky. Scvcral were 

pinncd down for days by the fighting. 
Some wcre overrun by the NLF. In tllc 
Ouakcr rchahilitation ccntcr In the 
Ouang Ngai hospital conlpound. n 
workcr who had \taycd to w:rtcll ovcr 
the centcr got out of bed to watch n 
flarcup of fighting. Whcn lie rcturned. 
hc found a shell frngn~cnt wc~glling more 
than a pound had p;~sscd through thc 
spot whcre hc had bccn sleeping. Hut no 
one was hit and all but one were able to 
rejoin thcir t eam Dr. Mi~rjoric Nelson. 
of thc Ouang Ngai staff, was taken 
prisoner in Huc, whc-rc slic was visiting 
a fricnd. Shc has since bccn rclcascd 
by thc NLF. * 

During this pcriod onc of thc young 
pcoplc working undcr Victnamcsc 
supervision in the program callcd Vol- 
untary lntcrnational Scrvicc Assign- 
ments had a particularly disturbing 
cxpcricncc. He was turncd away by 
Victnamcsc when hc sought shcltcr 
i~ndcr  firc. The mcaning of this was 
clcar: the Victnamcsc did not want to bc 

caught with Americans by thc NI,F. Be- 
cansc ol' this cvidcncc that our volun- 
tccrs wcrc cndangcring thc pcoplc thcy 
workcd with, and hccausc of thc in- 
crc;iscd risk to our staff and difficuity of 
administration, the AFSC dccidcd on 
March 7 to withdraw the VISA unit 
from Victnam for an indcfinite pcriod. 
Ten voluntccrs hat1 hccn working with 
Victnamcsc agcncics in Huc, Danang. 
Vung Tau, Plciku and Saigon. 

Plans arc hcing matlc for scvcral of 
the voluntccrs to make a speaking tour 
of thc Unitctl Statcs. l'hcir intimatc ac- 
quaintance with the livcs. liopcs and 
attitudes of thc Victnan~csc people 
ninkcs then1 uniqucly qualified to speak. 
~ihout the impact o f  tllc war. While thc 
newspapers have rcportcd the pliysic;~l 
dcstruction, little hiis bccn said of t l l ~  
rnor;il, spiritu:il and social destruction. 
Nor has thcrc been much rccognitio:~ 
that tlic tlcstruction of towns ant1 parts 
of cities has grcatly incrcascd anti- 
An~cricanisni ancl dccrcascd support of 
t h e  S:iigon government.-  

Workers return - - - - - - - - - - 

At Qunng N g a ~  it was ncccssary to 
withtiraw temporarily bccausc of thc 
break-down in conin~unication, supplics 
and normal civilian lifc, hut a party of 
workcrs has rcturncd to help thc Vict- 
namcsc tlircctor of the AFSC's Chilcl 
Day Care Ccnter start it up again. It is 
not clcar how soon thc situation will bc. 
stablc cnough to permit resumption of 
the thcrapy and rchahilitation program 
and the nianufncturc and fitting of arti- 
ficial limbs. Thcre were 5 5  Vietnamcsc 
and I9  non-Victn;imesc staff mcmbcrs 
at Ounng Ngai hcforc Tct. 

school. The old school has only four 
rooms and is not large cnough to hold 
all of the childrcn in thc villagc. 

But whcn the voluntccrs first movcd 
into Xoconostlc, things wcre not so  ex- 
citing. Thcy found that the buildings 
thcy wcrc supposcd to occupy wcre 
mcrcly shells of old houses, which 
needed a grcat dcal of work. 

Upon returning to Philadelphia aftcr 
visiting the unit in March, Marthalyn 
Dickson, dircctor of the YSO program, 
rcportcd that cement floors wcrc 
poured, asbestos roofs and kitchen fa- 
cilities wcrc constructed, walls wcre 
plastered and painted, and latrines wcrc 
dug and ccmented. Thcy even made a 
shower using a largc can with holcs in 
thc bottom, held up by a rope. 

A familiar sight caught her cyc in 
Xoconoctle-a I'cpsi-Cola truck. Thc 
driver parkcd in the village sqilnrc and 

scicntiou\ objectors fulfilling alternative 
service rcquircmcnts. 

The men in the unit now spend thrcc 
days a week working on Xoconostlc's 

Poor People's Campaign 
was started by Dr. King 

AFSC S I J ~ ~ Q ~ I I S  SCkC campaign, leads staff 

Thc AFSC is working with thc South- 
ern Christian Lcadcrship Confcrcncc to 
carry on thc Poor Pcoplc's Campaign 
for Jobs and Incomc. hcgun by Dr. 
Martin Luther King. Anthony Hcnry, 
dircctor of the Housing Section of the 
Metropolitan Chicago Program, has 
bccn rclcascd to scrvc as assistant to 
thc dircctor of thc Campaign. The di- 
rector is fornlcr AFSC staff mcnihcr 
Bernard Lafaycttc. Moncy has also 
hcen providcd to frcc Philip Buskirk 
to scrvc on SCLC's Rcscarch Commit- 
tee. Other AFSC staff mcmbcrs arc 
scrving on SCLC committees and hclp- 
ing with thc planning and intcrprctation 
of thc campaign in various parts of the 
country. 

Rcforc hi\ dcath, Dr. King said, "We 
havc lcarncd from hard and bittcr cx- 
pcricncc in our movement that our gov- 
crnmcnt docs not move to corrcct a 
problem involving racc until it is con- 
fronted directly and dramatically. It 
rcqi~ircd a Sclm,~ hcforc the funda- 
mental right to votc was written into 
thc Fcdcral statutes. It took a Birrning- 
ham hcforc thc govcrnrncnt movcd to 
opcn thc doors of public accommoda- 
tions to all human bcings. 

A new Selma 
"What we now nccd i\ a ncw kind of 

Sclmn or  Birmingham to draniati7c tJ~c 
cconomic plight of the Negro, and com- 
pel thc govcrnmcnt to ac t .  . . and so, wc 
havc dccidcd to go to Washington and 
to use any mcans of Icgitimatc nonvio- 
lcnt protest ncccssary to movc our nit- 
tion ancl our govcrnnicnt on a new 

coursc of social, cconomic and political 
reform." 

The AFSC and thc SCLC have 
workcd togcthcr in thc past in campaigns 
for school dcscgrcgation. opcn housing 
and civil rights. When he invitcd thc 
AFSC's help, Dr. King said that hc bc- 
licvcd thc two organizations wcrc work- 
ing in a common causc. 

"We arc plcascd to Icnd our support 
to Dr. King's program," rcspondcd 
AFSC Exccutivc Secretary Colin Rcll. 
"Wc fccl a clcar scnsc of common causc 
with thc SCLC in scvcral arcns. Wc scck 
to build thc samc kind of socicty, onc 
that docs violcncc to no man; onc that 
rccognizcs tlic hrothcrliood of all men. 
Therc is no doubt that Dr. King is ad- 
dressing hirnsclf to a sickncss in our 
socicty, the symptoms of which arc 
found cvcrywhcrc from thc war in Vict- 
n;imc to hungcr in Mississippi." 



MARTIM LUTH R KING, 

Dear Friends and Colleagues at SCLC: 
Today our hearts are bowed low, because a great 
man is departed from among us. Martin Luther King 
bore the name of one who in a past age stood up for 
freedom, because, as he said, "Here I stand, I can do 
none other." In a speech of prophetic intensity Dr. 
King Wednesday night in Memphis spoke to his day 
and age of standing on the mountain top whereon he 
dedicated his life that men should come at last to the 
promised land. He had communed there with his 
God and knew beyond any peradventure what it was 
he had to do. 

"Love does not make all things easy; it makes us 
choose what is difficult." Many years ago this strong 
young man chose the difficult path because he loved 
his people and was grieved at their condition, and 
because he longed to see his land redeem its noble 

'promise. He was a patriot in the deepest sense of 
that word, and our history will be proud of him. 

Martin Luther King was a man of peace. He bc- 
lieved in the very fiber of his being that the hearts of 
his compatriots must be touched and moved to action . by the ways of nonviolence. He ~ a i d  us all the com- 
pliment of expecting that we would respond in prac- 
tical fashion to redress injustice and inequality. His 
absolute commitment to peaceful witness was often 
misunderstood or deliberately distorted. Yet for him 
nonviolence was not tactic, and he never yielded to 
outside pressure to turn from it. We can only guess 
what inner travail of spirit he suffered as the early 
promise of the great 1963 March on Washington 
turned to stagnation and lack of progress; as the 
vision of the Great Society faded before the violences 
of these past years; as war obsessed the national 
mind; as the hope of the poor was stifled. Like the 
Master whom he served, Martin Luther King grew 
impatient at the blindness and hardness of men's 
hearts, and it is the measure of his inner discipline 
that he never abandoned his hope or succumbed to 
the temptations of violence. At the same time he did 
not mute the clear and potent witness of his voice, or 
shrink from those public demonstrations which he 
deemed necessary to shake the nation's sloth and 
complacency. 

The American Friends Service Committee, itself 
committed to nonviolence, treasures the contact we 
have had with Dr. King and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. We were involved in a 
journey he took some years ago to India, to seek 
inspiration in GandM's homeland. We have marched 
and worked with him in the rural areas of the South 
and in the streets of northern cities. Recently we 
have conferred with him and with you, his colleagues, 
as he set his face toward Washington and made his 
plans to bring the cry of the very poor, of all races, 
to the ears of those in power. We, have seen him 
grappling within himself, searching how best to bring 
the urgent plight of those sunk in poverty before his 
largely unheeding fellow citizens. We have joined 
wholeheartedly as an organization in active support 
of his efforts. 

The world has honored Martin Luther King with 
the Nobel Peace Prize. How shall we Americans now 
pay our tribute to this distinguished son of our 
nation? Swift action to right the wrongs he made us' 
confront and to remove our shame is the only fitting 
memorial to him, and the only real comfort we can 
offer to his wife 'and children in their grief, and to the 
men and women who have worked with him through 
sacrificial and frustrating years. We rededicate our- 
selves to this task and we shall call on the nation to 
deploy resources of mind and money on a scale and 
with a determination equal to the need and to Martin 
Luther King's hope. 

Emerson has reminded us that "here and there a 
great unselfish soul forgets himself into immortality." 
Martin Luther King was one such. 

But we will not forget. 

for the American Friends Service Committee 

YSO volunteers doing a varietv I of [Q 
continued from page 1 
talking with the mothers about how 
their children could take part. Only 
three children were signed up, but on 
opening day fifteen appeared, and since 
then some thirty children have officially 
registered. Now every morning the 
women pick up the children on thcir 
way to the kindcrgartcn building. 

One of the women in the unit has 
started a sewing and cooking class, 
while another has organized a small 
library. 

The men have become involved in a 
variety of projects. One has been show- 
ing films and he reports that "My first 
projection was made on February 6, on 
the old school's whitewashed wall in 
the town plaza. More than 200 people 
attended thc showing of three films." 

. A large area of land surrounding 

Xoconostle and other neighboring vil- 
lages is constantly flooding, resulting in 
damaged crops. A membcr of the unit 
offered to hclp one farmer, who was 
enthusiastically working on a canal sys- 
tem to drain off the water. In a recent 
report we learned that "In return for 
his help on the canal, Enrique was 
given a turkey which we all helped him 
eat." 

Rcsides thc gro:lp in Mcxico, YSO 
has units in Koyal Oak Township, 
Michigan; Chester County, Pennsyl- 
vania; Dcnver, Colorado; Robcson 
County, North Carolina; and individual 
assignments in the national office in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and in High 
Point, North Carolina. Fifty appoint- 
rncnts were made during thc first year 
of thc program. 

In Dcnver, a guitar-playing YSO 

wanted to te;~ch some Mexican-Ameri- 
can children how to play the guitar, but 
did not havc enough equipment to 
teach everyone who wanted to learn. 
Hc contacted the Raldwin Company, 
which sent a rcprcscntative to discuss 
the situation with the AFSC ofice in 
Dcnvcr. As a rcsult, thc Baldwin Com- 
pany distributed $3200-worth of guitars 
to community action centers throughout 
Dcnver. 

Another volunteer in Chcstcr Coun- 
ty, after working for almost a year there 
with Sclf-Help Housing, Inc., said the 
following about his cxperiencc, "It has 
made it possiblc for me to help a grcat 
many people build thcir own houses 
and, at thc same tinic, gain valuable 
expericncc for a possible life of con- 
struction supervision in low-income 
housing." 

Lotspeich withdraws; 
Cary named acting 
executive of AFSC 
Dr. William Lotspeich, cxccutlve secrc- 
tary designate of the AFSC, has asked 
to be released from his appointment. 
Lotspeich, who was to havc succeeded 
Colin W. Bell when the latter retired on 
April 1,  recently underwent brain sur- 
gery and fclt he ought not to assume 
the ofiice of executive secretary. 

Stephen G. Cary has been appointed 
acting executive secretary, pending the 
selection of a successor to Bell. Born in 
Philadelphia. Cary graduated from Ger- 
mantown Friends School and Haverford 
College, and received his masters degree 
in international administration from 
Columbia University. A conscientious 
objector, he served with Civilian Public 
Service during the Second World War. 
In January 1946, he went to Europe as 
the AFSC'S European commissioner in 
charge of relief operations. From 1950 
to 1959 Stephen Cary served as execu- 
tive secretary of the American section of 
the Service Committee, at which time he 
assumed his position as associate execu- 
tive secretary. In this capacity he has 
served as coordinator of AFSC regional 
relations, traveling extensively through- 
out the United States. 

Dr. Lotspeich resigned as chairman 
of the University of Rochester Medical 
School's Department of Physiology last 
year and had been in training since last 
August to succeed Colin Bell. He spent 
many months traveling across the United 
States visiting AFSC regional offices. 

AFSC starts urban 
affairs project in 
Elizabeth, N. J. 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, is only one of the 
satellite cities that make up the "mega- 
lopolis" of New York, and it suffers ac- 
cordingly from the whole range of urban 
problems. 

In August 1966 Federal funds allo- 
cated for urban renewal in Elizabeth 
were withheld due to the gross misman- 
agement of relocation of families within 
the areas scheduled to be demolished. 
Many families vanished altogether, 
probably into the vast squalor of Har- 
lem or Bedford Stuyvesant. Last June 
the moratorium was lifted, and those 
families still within the renewal area are 
nervously awaiting their fate. Last sum- 
mer the AFSC received an urgent ap- 
peal to work with these families. 

The AFSC has responded by estab- 
lishing an urban affairs program, hcadcd 
by New Jcrscy organizer Wray Bailey. 
He will establish a housing information 
and service center to aid area residents 
who arc caught ill-prepared for and i l l -  
informcd about relocation outsidc the 
urban rcncwal arca. He will illso work 
in othcr areas of Elizahcth to encourage 
fair housing practices. 

Thc project is an attcnipt by the 
AFSC to bring together conccrncd rcsi- 
dents and encourage thcir participation 
in thc decision-making that affects thcir 
lives and community. The projcct will 
also attempt to use telcvision as a tool of 
community dcvclopment. first through 
opcn-circuit programs schcdulcd in co- 
operation with WNDT. and ultimately 
thrmlgh thc evolution of :I closcd-circuit 
intrn-community tclcvision systcrn. 



"a fabric of despotism" 

"state slavery.. . involuntary servitude" 

"a libel and reproach upon the name 
of democracy.. . repugnant" 

"autocratic.. . despotic; it is not American" 

These remarks were made not by today's young draft 
card burners but by d~st~ngu~shed Un~ted States Con- 
gressmen and Senators. D~ssent about compulsory 
mllttary conscrlptlon decl~ned a generation ago, how- 
ever, and today conscript~on has become a part of 
our daily way of I ~ f e .  

The Amer~can Fr~ends Sew~ce  Comm~ttee has been 
concerned about conscr~ption since ~t was founded 
in 1917 to provtde young Quakers w~th  alternate ser- 
vice to f~ghttng In World War I .  In a book-The Draft? 
-publtshed by H~ l l  8 Wang, a work~ng party commls- 
sionod by the AFSC argues agalnst mtl~tary conscrtp- 
tton and questions the Government's rlght to con- 
script its citlzens for any purpose. The members of the 
working party are Kenneth E.  Bpuldtng. Allan Brtck. 
William Camp. Marv~n Karpatk~n. James H. Laird. 
Stewart Meacham. John Swomley and Arlo Tatum. 

Some of the questions discussed are: 

What is the status of the conscientious objec- 
tor? What is the status of the selective objec- 
tor who refuses to fight in the Vietnam War 
but believes himself willing to participate in 

a "just" war? 

What are the psychological effects of the draft 
on the individual, his family and society? 

Daes conscription have an increasing effect 
on foreign policy? 

Paperback Clothbound 
$1.25 $3.50 

Availableat your bookstore 
and all offices of the AFSC. 

the first time we have really had a chance 
to do something for someone else with- 
out any thought of personal gain. It has 
been a great experience working with 
these wonderful people who started El 
Porvenir with only a spark in their eyes 
and a dream in their hearts." 

Foreign students share views 
"Unless we arc able to cooperate, Asia 
has very little hope for the future," said 
a dynamic, slightly-built Thai banker to 
a group of fellow Asians circling him in 
thc comfortable living room of a New 
York town house. 

The occasion was one of a series of 
three Sunday night supper-ciiscussions 
on Asia sponsored by the AFSC's Inter- 
national Student Program. The 18 stu- 
dents, most doing graduate work at New 
York universities, represented Japan, 
the Philippines, Australia, Indonesia, 
Nationalist China, Ceylon, Korea, India 
and Thailand. The Americans who came 
brought the dinner - casseroles spiced 
with curry and accompanied by rice. 

In outlining reasons why regional co- 
operation is essential for Asia the 
speaker gave an example of the political 
and psychological barriers that work 
against it: "Because of our colonial his- 
tory Asians tend to look to the West as 
a model and lack respect for the accom- 

AFSC book on conscription 
published by Hill & Wang 
"Tl~e Draft?", puhlislzetl hy Hill & 
Wang on April 12t/r, is on 88-page re- 
port on Conscription prcparcd hy  the 
A FSC. 7 ' 1 ~  following revicw uppeured 
in "P~tblisl~er's Weekly." The eight 
members of the Working Party on Con- 
scription of the Peace Education Divi- 
sion of the American Friends Service 
Committee for which this report was 
prepared include clergymen, an eco- 
nomics professor, a psychiatrist and the 
executive secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee for Conscientious Objectors. 
Their report is a fact-filled, annotated 
examination and hard-hitting condem- 
nation of the Selective Service law in 
the U.S. In force since 1940, with only 
one 18-month break in 1947-48, the 
law has gradually become taken for 
granted, although its legitimacy has 
never been established. The report pre- 
sents a short history of the draft, dis- 
cusses the psychological effects on 
draftees and their families. and gives 

plishments of other ksian nations." His 
comments sparked an hour of lively dis- 
cussion. An Indonesian challenged a 
Thai's remarks on the way his country 
is achieving economic progress. A Kor- 
ean pointed out how racial discrimina- 
tion in Asia creates barriers. A student 
from Taiwan said: "If we are going to 
have progress we have to motivate the 
people." 

In an animated and friendly mood, in- 
dividuals lingered afterwards to talk in 
small groups about trade problems, con- 
tact with China, and the pros and cons 
of accepting foreign investment. As one 
remarked: "This is cooperation on a 
personal level." Certainly both foreign 
students and American students wcre 
having a chance to become better in- 
formed. 

From 1500 to 2000 new foreign stu- 
dents arrive in New York each year. In 
addition to the Sunday-night discussion 
suppers the Service Committee arranges 

for students to visit American families 
in their homes. As many as 100 students 
visited 51 American families in one 
month last year. After one such weekend 
a student wrote: "I hope you realize 
how wonderful is the feeling that even 
being so far from home there are still 
people that know you exist and care 
about you." 

Arrangements are made for students 
to speak to junior and senior high school 
groups . . . an exchange that gives Amer- 
icans firsthand knowledge of countries 
abroad. A French student talks about 
the common market, a boy from Saudi 
Arabia tells about life in his country, a 
Nigerian speaks before an assembly in 
Rrtx)klyn. Roth thc schools and the visit- 
ing students wind up enthusiastic about 
each other. One African student said 
recently: "Those junior high students 
asked more intelligent, sophisticated 
questions than college students I've 
met." 

u 

the latest information on conscientious- 
objector movements. The author's dis- 
miss suggestions for a "national service" 
law that would permit the draftee to 
choose domestic peace corps service 
rather than military, because this would 
destroy home rule in cities and states. 
They reluctantly suggest that, if U.S. 
foreign policy can't take a more peace- 
ful turn, a volunteer army could fill  
manpower needs if wages werc in- 
creased. The eight authors, concerned 
with the morality and the legitimacy of 
conscription, have presented a powerful 
case against it, but they are not opti- 
mistic about any immediate reforms. 
"This . . . is only a skirmish in a very 
long campaign." "The Draft?" is the 
second book published by Hill & Wang 
in cooperation with the American 
Friends Service Committee. The first, 
"Peace in Vietnam," published in paper 
and cloth, has sold over 100,000 
copies. 

El Porvenir-"the hope of the future" I for streets, sanitation, operational costs, 
and a water svstem. On April 1967 

Three Rocks is an isolated rural com- 
munity on the west side of Fresno 
County, California. It consists of a gas 
station, a few odd stores, and a small 
Catholic church. A mud-rut road behind 
the stores once led to a cluster of sixty 
tar paper shacks--one of the most no- 
torious slums in the nation. 

Today a new brick wall on the same 
site fronts "El Porvenir," an eight-year- 
old self-help housing project. Sixteen of 

housing in the area, so the citizens of 
Three Rocks determined to start a self- 
help subdivision. 

Under the guidance of AFSC field 
director Howard Washburn, an El Por- 
venir committee was created of con- 
cerned persons in Fresno County, and 
El Porvenir Inc. became a legal entity. 
Twenty acres of land were donated by a 
large ranching concern. Architectural 
firms donated subdivision and house 

' Otrillo ~u in t e rd ,  the second &ident of 
1 El Porvenir, presided over the actual 

ground breaking. 
The summer of 1967 brought 16 

AFSC college work campers from such 
diverse places as Kobe and Hamburg. 
They built the brick wall that borders 
the subdivision, laid foundations and 
raised frames. Western Washington 
State sophomore A'ngela Seiberling said 
of her summer: "For many of us this is 

- .  . 

the fifty-four projected houses are ready. 
Twenty-two more are in various stages 

plans; engineering services were donated 
for streets and water systems; surveying, 
soil analysis, legal services, and many 
othcr contributions werc made available. 

The first of a long series of crises came 
in  the fall of 1964 when the ranching 
concern which had donated the land 
witlidrcw its offer, following the publica- 
tion of an article in which Bard McAlli5- 
ter spoke in opposition to the impor- 
tation of Mexican farm labor. An 
exhaustive search finally brought in June 
1965, an anonymous donation of fund5 
with which to purchaqc the site. There 
were othcr delays over the engineering 
plans and FHA loans, and in August, 
1966, the project suffered the tragic loss 
of Howard Washburn, when he died in  
a car accident. The Porvenistas perse- 
vered. 

O.E.O. grantsin 1966 and 1967 paid 

of construction. There are graded streets 
complete with curbs and gutters, and a 
new water system in operation. 

The AFSC became involved in 1960 
when Rufino Cabrera, head of the El 
Porvenistas, approached staff mcmbcr 
Bard McAllister at the Service Coniniit- 
tee's Farm Labor Projects office in 
Visalia. At that time they werc paying 
rent on shacks that had no insulation or 
operablc plumbing. They wcre forced to 
haul water each day from irrigation 
ditches. 

During the following year, a series of 
community meetings were held. Experi- 
ence had taught the residents that living 
in grower-owned housing limited the$ 
freedom to seek employment with othcr 
ranchers. There was no other available 



Baroda in transition %v# 

You catch his excitement as this gentle- 
mannered man talks about the AFSC's 
urban community development project 
in India. Jesse Kavoori, program dircc- 
tor of the project, arrived in the United 
States in January to spend three months 
Icarning more about the AFSC and 
about community development pro- 
grams outside of India. In a special 
interview Jesse tells Quaker Service 
what's happening in Raroda. 

' WIiut 1va.s tile hasic idea heliind the 
Rarorla proj[>c-t when it w(1.s .s!urtc~d in 
19647 

Raroda was facing tremendous problems 
in 1964. The city was growing steadily. 
People were coming from villages and 
moving into already ovcrcrowdcd tcnc- 
ments. Adjusting to city life wasn't easy. 
Sanitation bccame a problem. Jobs wcrc 
hard to find. Young people, not in 
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their cncrgy and ability and felt frus- 
tratcd and insecure. The purpose of the 
projcct is to encourage people to dccitic 
together what they and their communi- I 
ties need and want and what they can 
d o  about it; then help thcm to d o  it. 
Do yoli fec4 tlre project lrns heen cr slrc- 

cess ? 
Yes, I think the Baroda projcct can 
claim a few achievements of a fairly high 
order. One is the work we havc bccn 
doing in the four neighborhoods. 

We are more concerned with what 
happens to people than in projects. We 
d o  not go to people with ideas about 
what they ought to do. Peoplc must feel 
thc need thcmselvcs for new and bcttcr 
things. I think once people havc the feel- 
ing they are thc deciders of their own 
fate then, by thcir own efforts, they takc 
thc direction for thcir lives. This is hap- 
pening. Pcoplc themselves arc making 
the decisions about what is needed and 
then doing the work to accomplish the I 
improvements. 

Our primary effort, you see, has becn 
to effect changes in the lives of the pco- 
ple through a change in attitude. It is 
educational work . . . trying to motivatc 
people. This approach may takc a little 
time but ~t is effective. 
Wlrat activities have the people clio\cn 

to work on in the nei,~hhorlioo(l.s? 
The balwadi, the children's kindergarten, 
1s the most popular activity, I think. It 
seems to fill an  important need. Poor 
people realize that cducation may bc the 
answer to poverty. Another neighbor- 
hood set up a development council to 
work on children's education, a women's 
crafts program, and a cooperative credit 
soc~ety for pcoplc \vho nced loans. 

A 

Have the nine cornmlmit.~ workers heen 
eflective, do you think? 

This has been one of the real succcsscs 
of our program. As you probably know, 
the workers wcre selected by careful 
screening for their qualities of working 
with Only two of the nine are 
vrofessional social workers. two have 
had some college education, hut the rest 
are only high school graduates. Tt is 
clear, after three years, that our best 
workers are not necessarily the profcs- 
sional workers. When you must get 
people involved in working themselves 
for social change then the kind of 
person the worker is matters more than 
his education. He must relate well to 
people, motivate thcm, be a conflict- 
resolver, inspirer, so many things. Our 
workers are able to make people d o  
things for themselves. I must say they 
are the pick of the lot . . . superior men 
and women. 
Wlrcrt prohlems do tlr~.sc' rr~orkcv-s find in 

tllcl nc~i~khorhoocls? 
Apart from cducation tlie prohlcms arc 
mainly economic. We arc concentrating 
on four areas of need: health, educa- 
tion, recreation and vocational training. 
Has ~ I I P  citizens co~trcil .  formed in tile 

b e ~ i n n i n ~  t o  oversec tlie 17ro je(.t, hec~~r 
vcrluahle? 

Apart from the work in the four com- 
munities, the biggest achicvemcnt prob- 
ably is thc crcation of the citizens coun- 
cil. This body of voluntary leaders 
represents the bcst elements in the com- 
mumty . . . leaders in government. indus- 
try, social wclfarc work, and in the 
university. thc trade unions and the 
municipal corporation. 

Thc council is independent of the 
project and is advisor to the projcct. The 
projcct staff make no major decisions 
without its consent and approval. The 
prohlems that comc up in our work in 
the four neighborhoods often go to it for 
city-wide attention. 

In the 4% years of its existence the 
members of the citizens council havc 
shown an anlazing degree of responsi- 
bility. T o  illustrate this: a few days after 

tlic e l cc t~o~ i \ ,  ,I rilcctllig of tllc cltl/cri\ flavc, crclloirrrny ricry/~l~orlroorl\ e l -  

council w;ts callcti. At t h ~ s  time I n d ~ a  pre.\sed uny rnt~~rest? 
had gone through thc most convulsive Ycs, surrounding neighborhoods are 
cxpcrlcncc of its polltical lifc The Con- asking for help. Most agencies glve dl- 
grcs\ Party, which had rulcd for 20 rcct hclp but we've nevcr donc that. Dc- 
years, was thrown out. In the city of vclopmcnt 1s growth on your own, not a 
Raroda itself only one \cat was won by gift from anyone. The new nclgllhor- 
the Congrc44 candldatc. Thcrc was a hoods will rcquirc more intcn\ivc corn- 
mood of dcspondcncy on thc part of the niunity dcvclopn1cnt 40 the old nclgh- 
Congress Party and a mood of elation horhoods will have to dcpcnd on 
on the part of the opposit~on. Of coursc Icadcrsliip we have crcatcd. Ultimately, 
when the mceting was called this was In a sense, wc want to ourselves 
not forcsecn. ob\olctc. 

The first to come into the room was - *, % 

the mayor hin~scll, a man who had rulcd 
for two terms, now a humble, dcfcatcd 
man. Aftcr him camc the man who had 
financed the opposition party. Tlicn 
came a congressman who had lost. 
labor lcadcrs who wcrc dcfentcd, and 
so  on. More than half thc people that 
came that day had some part in the 
elections. w e  tlioi~ght this might alycct 
the dcl~hcration\ of the counc~l hut none 
of the rancor was teen. Underneath you 
could fccl thc tension hut thcrc was no 
angar. When wc asked some ot thcm 
why this was, they said: "We havc 
called a truce to cur  difiercnccs. We 
havc conimittcd ourselves to work for 
the city and we arc working." 
I.\ thr, ~xpcrirtrce volr're h~virry in RN- 

rorl~r hc~in,~ rr\crl in otlicr citie.s.7 
A young college group from a small / Io \ I  (10 \ 0 1 t  / (  I (11101it 1111 /1(1rocl(1 pro]- 
Moslem community came to us for c'ci cr.5 N rc~lrol(,? 
help. They wanted to begin a commun- As a whole it is a very challenging ex- 
~ t y  development program in their arca. pcriencc and we arc cnjoy~ng every hit 
Our  evaluation man cxplaincd to them of it. It's difiicult. Ci t~cs  in India, 
how to study their own community as clsewhcrc, arc in ferment. Luckily 
scientifically. Baroda has hat1 Icadcrsliip and institu- 

Our  nlan in charge of community re- tlons and :~gcncic\ which have been most 
lations, and the man in charge of cduca- cooperative. All the political partics 
tional materials have been doing really have functioned with amazing rcsponsl- 
significant work as consultants. Now it's hility whatcvcr thcir diffcrcnccs. I think 
a question of how much we can take on. we'll succeed. 
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