
T a m a r a  Sergeyevna Tsareva (left) and Margarita 
Nikolyevna Dobronravova, SAS Russian exchange 
teachers from Moscow, act as  language consultants in 
a Russian class at George School near Philadelphia 
during their visit in the United States. 
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PROPOSAL FOR VIETNAM 
ELICITS MANY REPLIES 

SOVIET TEACHERS VISIT SCHOOLS 
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THE AFSC has received several hundrccl 
replies, including many from the House 
and Senate and the Aclministration, to 
the appeal made by the AFSC to Presi- 
tlcnt Lyndon B. Johnson to consider a 
new proposal for resolution of conflict 
in South Vietnam. The appeal, made 
December 30, was accompanied by the 
proposal of Dr. Gilbert F. White which 
was published in the December 1964 
issue of the Bulletin of tile Atornic 
Scienti.~ts. Gilbert White, chairman of 
the AFSC, is a University of Chicago 
professor of geography ancl an interna- 
tionally recognized geographer and 
water resources expert. 

In the article entitled "Vietnam : The 
Fourth Course," Gilbcrt White pro- 
poses, "A peaceful ancl honorable reso- 
lution of the conflict in South Vietnam 
and Laos may be fount1 in a bold plan 
for lancl and water development which 
already unites factions in four nation.; 
of Southeast Asia." Cambodia. Laos. 
Thailand. ancl South Vietnam, which 
clo not cooperate in any other way, are 
working together on the development 
of the 1.ower Mekong Basin. "If the 
United Nations were to clesignate this 
area for international clevclopnient ac- 
cording to the plan already drawn by 
the four nations, there is a strong pos- 
sihility that peace could be achieved in 
a comnion pursuit of agricult~lral ancl 
inrlustrial growth. This is a solution to 
Southeast Asian violence, he goes on 
to state. 

Plan I s  Possible Policy Course 

Ciilbcrt White argues that such :I proj- 
ect of international ccioperation in sci- 
ence coultl provide an acceptable course 
for United States policy in Southeast 
Asia-one which avoids the three equal- 
ly unacceptable alternatives of cspand- 
ecl warfarc. surrender. or contin~tation 
of the apparently futile policy of con- 
tainnicnt. 

The f~111 proposal. 20,000 copies of 
which have heen distributed by the 
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". . . beyond the reaches of povertyw 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
March, 1965 

Dear Friends, 

The nature and condition of poverty in our country 
today are without precedent in any society. Even the 
poor whom "ye have with you always" and the "perma- 
nent" poor of our day are hardly analogous. 

In the past a person, though poor, retained a sense of 
self-respect and dignity. Today, for most people who 
find themselves in these straits, poverty is debasing and 
demeaning. 

Wc are in dangcr of falling into a moral trap-if, in- 
deed, we haven't already done so. Our society has become 
so  afluent that we can afford to carry larger numbers on 
public assistance, to the point of having spawned within 
the same family the third generation of the so-called 
permanent poor. 

The majority of us swim in a stream of econonlic, 
social, educational, cultural, and political involvements 
where the current is swift. The poor drift in a back eddy 
which leaves them uninvolved, unaspiring, alienated. 
and inarticulate except within their own subcultures or  
noncultures about which most of us know hardly any- 
thing at all. 

A glimpse of this kind of life was revealed the other 
day by a young man on West 114th Street in New York 
City. "I have no ambition," he  said. "Being born in this 
kind of neighborhood kind of pulls you down with it. 
I mean, nobody here likes to see you get any place." 

Despite this mood which prevails widely among the 

poor we have found that they respond eagerly to re- 
sources and opportunities when these are made available 
to them. How these are made available is as crucial to a 
successful effort to solve the problem of poverty as the 
participation of the poor themselves. If the poor d o  not 
involve themselves with a sense of rebellion against their 
situation, or  if society for its part is paternalistic in offer- 
ing its resources, the effort is doomed. 

Helen Baker in her testimony on  behalf of the AFSC 
stressed the "participation of the poor themselves be- 
cause they are most easily ignored and because their 
exclusion at early stages of planning jeopardizes the suc- 
cess of projects undertaken." She also noted with appre- 
ciation that the Economic Opportunity Act "seeks to 
stimulate broad community responsibility for what is a 
problem of the whole community." 

The vision of the future for the poor is one of self- 
betterment that carries them beyond the reaches of pov- 
erty. In our society this is far more than a boot-strap 
operation for the poor alone. The enterprising efforts 
of the poor themselves will need the support of correla- 
tive efforts of the nonpoor in a mutual search for solu- 
tions to the problem of poverty. 

Yorrrs sincerely, 

Lours W. SCHNEIDER, Associate Exe(.r~fi~,e Secretary 

ASIAN DIPLOMATS MEET UNDER QUAKER AUSPICES 
THIRTY-SEVEN PARTICIPANTS from 
twenty-seven countries gathered at the 
Grand Hotel in Siem Reap, Cambodia, 
in January for the sixth conference for 
diplomats in Asia sponsored by the 
American Friends Service Committee. 

Atldressing themselves to the general 
theme, "National Interest and Interna- 
tional Responsibility," fourteen diplo- 
mats from Asia, thirteen from West 
Europe, five from East Europe, one 
from Africa, two from Canada, and two 
from thc United States spent ten days 
in group meetings, small discussions, 
and recreation, following the informal, 
relaxed pattern that has become a tradc- 
mark of the AFSC conference program. 

The welcoming address for Asia Six. 
as thc conference was known, was to 
have been delivered by Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, Head of State for Cambodia. 
Beca~~se of illness another official. 
Prince Norodom Kantol, Prime Minis- 
ter, delivered the speech instead. By 
courtesy of Prince Sihanouk, the royal 

ballet of Cambodia wa5 present one 
evening to entertain the conferees. 

Consultants Provide Background 

Chairman of the conference was 
Lewis Waddilove of the Joseph Kown- 
tree Memorial Fund. Consultants prc- 
sent included Sisir Gupta, research di- 
rector, Inclian Council of Worltl Affairs, 
Sapru House, New Delhi; Han Suyin, 
writer, Hong Kong; Hiroshi Kitam~lra, 
chief, Economic Developmcnt Branch, 
United Nations Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East, Bangkok; 
and P.S.N. Prasad, director, United 
Asian Institute for Econon~ic Develop- 
ment and Planning, Chul:~longkorn 
University, Bangkok. 

Members of the Society of Friends 
attending the conference in addition to 
the staff included Harry and Eugenic 
Wolfe. Hyderabad, India: David Wur- 
fel, Singapore; Tayeko Yamanouchi, 
Tokyo: Gerald Bailey, Surrey, England. 

Asia Six brought to thirty-one the 
total number of Conferences for Diplo- 
mats held by the International Confer- 
ences and Seminars Program. Twenty- 
three of these have been held in West 
Europe, two in East Europe, and six in 
Asia. Additional conferences for parli- 
amentarians, minister-counselors, lead- 
ers, and peace researchers brings the 
total to forty-onc. In addition the pro- 
gram has conducted some one hundred 
and eighty-five seminars in twenty-two 
countries. 

Additional gatherings planned for 
southcrn Asia in the coming months 
include a South Asia conference for 
young leaders at Katmandu, Nepal, 
scheduled for the last week of March 
with the theme "Progress and Prospects 
for South Asia"; and a seminar planned 
for mid-May in Thailand concerned 
with "Our Changing Values: Encoun- 
ter of the East and West." A seminar 
with the same theme is tentatively pro- 
jected for next October, in India. 1 
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Teachers Visit Here 

continlied from page I 

The teachers participation in extra- 
curricular activities enabled them to 
gain a more rounded picture of the life 
of American youth. They attended 
school programs and off-campus gather- 
ings of high school teenagers. Living 
in local homes of their host communities 
provided them with hackgroi~nd on 
American young people. 

The  first few days in host schools 
were spent in observing and discussing 
with teachers, administrators, and curri- 
cula specialists the educational philoso- 
phy from which the programs arc dc- 
veloped. Some of thc information 
exchanged centcrcd on the LISC of teach- 
ing and testing materials such as tape 
recorders, films, television, printed drill 
exercises, teaching machines, and the 
use of language laboratory equipment. 

Educational and culturnl opportuni- 
ties includetl meetings with comniunity 
groups interestcd in international i~nclcr- 
standing, and visits to museums and 
places of geographic and historical in- 
tcrest. They attcnded plays, concerts, 
and lectures. Social activities planncd 
within their reqiliremcnt for rest and 
privacy, included rcceptions. teas, and 
dinner parties. 

The women's command of English 
and their eagerness to understand Amer- 
icans endeared them to faculty meni- 
hers, students, and host families, alike. 
Their consultations with tcachcrs of 
American literature may result in their 
recommendations to English tcachers in 
the Soviet Union. 

American Teachers Now in USSR 

Waync David Fishcr of the Chicago 
Laboratory School and Leon George 
SasonofT of Garficlrl High School in 
Seattle, Washington. American SAS ex- 
change tcachcrs. arc prcscntly visiting 
Moscow high schools as Iangil:~gc con- 
sultants ant1 tcachcrs, to bc followed 
by touring schools in Leningrad and 
Riga. Thcy will also visit other c u l t ~ ~ r a l  
institutions. 

The Anicrican tcachcrs consulted 
with AFSC national staff in Philadel- 
phia hcforc thcir dcpartllrc. Thcy at- 
tended a seminar, arranged by the S,4S 
staff, on current practices in thc teach- 
ing of English. Participants werc nicm- 
hers of the English faculties from SAS- 
affiliatctl schools. 

It is the belief of thc Service Commit- 
tee that thc exchange will rcsi~lt in het- 
tcr understanding as well as professional 
enrichment. 

In Boston, the Service Committee has recently begun 
work with low-income families faced with dislocation 
by urban renewal and other construction projects. The 
program helps mobilize community leadership and 
encourage constructive action. 

AFSC AIDS ANTI-POVERTY EFFORT 
"THE WAR ON POVI:RTY must opcratc 
on the democratic assumption that all 
people-including the poor-cnrl plan 
effectively for their futures." 

This was the testimony of Hclcn 
Bakcr, AFSC Board nicnibcr, whcn shc 
appeared last spring before a Housc 
subcommittcc considering the Economic 
Opportunity Act. In recent nionths. 
since the Act has bccomc law. the 
AFSC has continuecl to prcss on nn- 
tional, state, and local levels for thc 
involvcnicnt of thc pcoplc thcmsclvcs 
in thc planning ancl execution of pro- 
grams i~ndcr  the War on I'ovcrty. 

On the national Icvel, AFSC staff 
members havc served as consultants to 
the Office of Econonlic Opportunity on 
the rccruitmcnt of voluntccrs for 
Volunteers In Service To  America 
(VISTA).  as well as other areas of that 
new program. An AFSC Coniniittcc 
mcniher. \Villi$ Wcathcrfortl. is scrving 
as assistant director of VISTA in charge 
of Supportive Services. 

Charles McEvcrs, an AFSC staff 
mcmhcr in Scattlc, has joined the Com- 
munity Action Scction of the Ofice of 
Economic Opporti~nity on a part-time 
basis as a consultant on Indian Affairs. 
Russel Roscnc, a formcr VISA director. 
was asked to train thc first group of 

VISTA voluntccrs in Winston-Salcni. 
North Carolina. 

In New Jcrscy, the AFSC has been 
rcqi~estctl hy a nunibcr of groups to 
~lnclertakc a six-month pilot project in 
five rural counties. The goal of this pro- 
gram will be to rlcvclop tcchniqucs for 
helping the rural poor to identify thcir 
own major prohlcms. and to givc assist- 
ance to loc:~l Icntlcrship in formulating 
plans for thc 5oIution of those prohlcms. 

Anothcr proprani in rural comnii~nity 
dcvclopnicnt may hc ilndcrtakcn in the 
northern section of Nc\v blcxico. 

In Philadelphia, the AFSC n a s  one 
of a group ol' org;~nizations forming the 
H~rm;in Scrviccs Committee to stucly 
plans for :I Ioc:rl anti-poverty program. 
In Chicapo. 13cnvcr, ;~nrl Ncw York. 
AFSC st;lfT niemllcrs arc submitting 
propo~als  tor cupandccl yoi~tti oppor- 
ti~nitics progranis un:lcr thc new legis- 
lation. 

In addition, all over thc country-in 
itrhan slum arcas. on Indian reserva- 
tions. in migrant Iahnr camps. \\.her- 
ever thc AIzSC' has programs-staff 
mcnihcrs arc yerving as cclnsultants to 
local citi7ens \\,hc? \\.ant to formillatc 
programs and apply for funds undcr 
the \V:rr on Poverty. 
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Vietnam Plan Reviewed 

Peace Education Division, emphasizes 
the AFSC's concern over the misery 
suffered by the people of South Viet- 
nam through years of continuing war- 
fare in that arca. Letters in reply are 
nearly all favorable, and many express 
enthusiasm about "this exciting plan." 
There has been favorable press coverage 
and response from educators, religious 
groups, newspapers. and business and 
labor leatlers. 

Peace-Making Dimension Cited 

In a news release regarding AFSC's 
initiatives in Vietnam, Colin Bell, execu- 
tive secretary of the AFSC, states, "The 
Committee sees in Gilbert White's pro- 
posal a practical approach that appeals 
to the powerful impulse of economic 
self-interest and opens the way to a new 
dimension in peace-making: the con- 
cept of internationalization based on 
economy rather than political objec- 
tives." Colin Bell adds, "The fact that 
international teams of water experts 
have been making preliminary surveys 
of the Mekong Valley for the past sev- 
eral years with no interference from any 
of the warring factions in Southeast Asia 
is evidence of the wide interest and sup- 
port that Gilbert White's idea would 
evoke, if it were to he embraced by the 
United States." 

T H E  American Friends Service Com- a youth counseling service, a group- 
mittee has signed an agreement with the work training program, a library, and 
Family Planning Association of  Hong various recreational groups for children 
Kong for the undertaking of a joint pro- and young people. The presence of a 
gram in that city. family planning clinic in the area is seen 

Under the new program, the AFSC by the Quaker staff as a means of en- 
will niake it possible for the Family riching this family-centered program. 
Planning Association to establish a spe- 
cial clinic to serve the residents of the 
Li Cheng Uk Resettlement Estate and 
surrountling areas. Since 1959, the 
Service Committee has maintained a 
community center program in Li Cheng 
Uk and has long been concerned that 
Inany of the mothers in the arca are 
burdened with more children than they 
have the physical stamina or  cconomic 
resources to care for. 

Committee to Provide Funds 

Latest reports from the AFSC staff 
at Hong Kong indicate that 20 new 
workers have already been employed 
by the Hong Kong Family Planning 
Association with funds provided by 
the AFSC. With the assistance of the 
Training Unit of the Social Welfare 
Department of Hong Kong, the Family 
Planning Association is arranging a 

More Field Workers To Be Added special training course for new workers. 
Since 193 1 the need for family plan- 

In addition to the new clinic, the 
program agreed upon niakes it pos- 
sible for the Family Planning Associa- 
tion to hire an increased number of field 
workers for its Colony-wide program, 
and to train addition,~l supervisors to 
work with this enlarged staff. 

It is hoped that through more inten- 
5ive work in Li Cheng Uk, and morc 
extensive services in Hong Kong gener- 
ally. it will be possible for the Family 
Planning Association to help sonic 
30.000 women each year. 

The community center in Li Cheng 
Uk now sponsors a cooperative nilrsery 
school. a mothers club, a fathers club, 

American Friends Service Committee, 160 N. 15th St., Phila., Pa. 19102 
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ning has been a matter of recurrent 
concern to the AFSC. Over the past 
30 years, a number of Service Commit- 
tee programs have carried o n  some fam- 
ily planning work or  have reflected 
concern with regard to population prob- 
Icms. In each case, this work has been 
an integral part of a much broader and 
more comprehensive program. 

Currently, the Committee is offering 
family planning advice as part of sev- 
eral programs within the United States, 
and hopes to  make such help available 
as an aspect of the new urban commu- 
nity dcvclopnient program it has under- 
taken in Baroda, India. 


