
BARODA, INDIA, CHOSEN FOR URBAN 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

JULIA A N D  H A R R Y  ARIIAIIAMSON have 
been appointed clircctors of the new 
AFSC prograni in Baroda, and arc 
alreatly in India organizing the projcct. 
With them is a third AFSC appointee, 
William J .  Cousins, who will serve as 
tlirector of coniniunity services. 

Central, state. and municipal govern- 
ment ollicials have wclcomctl the new 
program which is said to come to India 
at  an opportune tinic. C~rrrcntly, thc 
national government is itself estahlish- 
ing pilot urb:in conini unity clevelop- 
mcnt projects throughout India, and it 
is hoped that the AFSC program will 
help to establish proccclurcs ant1 yet 
<tnndi~rds for this entire cli'ort. Thc 
municip:tlity of B:trocla itself hiis 
agreed to continue the work when the 
AFSC finds it appropriate to withclr:tw. 

Thc  Barcxia progranl will involve 
work in difTcrcnt types of ~ ~ r l x r n  areas. 
I t  is possihle that the plan as finally 
devclopccl will include: ( a )  a clum 
area of hctcrogcncous population and 
occupation: ( I , )  :I slum area of Hari- 
jans (untouchahlcs): ( c )  n ticclining 
middle-class area of mixed businch5 
and residential use: and (cl) :I new 
residential area developed its n resi~lt 
of ind~rstrializntion. In each area the 

specific program will be developed in 
accordance with the needs and initia- 
tivc of the people. 

Harry Ahrahamson, appointed as 
executive director. was prcsidcnt and 
general manager of Cclo L:ihoratories, 
21 pharmaceutical cooperative in Cclo, 
North Carolina. A chemical engineer, 
Harry Ahrahamson has hacl extensive 
experience both in business and in 
consilmcr cooperatives. From 1945 
to 1937 hc was in charge of a Friends 
Service Unit in India. 

Staff Experience I s  Cited 

l i is wifc. .Tillin Alir,rhnnison. pro- 
gram director of the new project. has 
heen a lcct~rrcr and writer in the field 
of conim~~ni ty  clcvelopmcnt. She was 
one of the fountlcrs and executive cli- 
rector of the Hvdc Park-Kcnwootl 
C'ommunity Confcrcnce in Chicago, 
and is the author of a book on the 
cxpcrirnent. A Nci ,~~l~hor l~oot l  I-'itlr1.v 
Ir.\eU, puhlichctl by Harper Brothers 
in 1959. 

The thircl AFSC' appointce. Willi:im 
J. Cousins, hacl heen tlirector of the 

An interracial team of four young men and women traveled this summer on the 
Playmobile Project to migrant labor camps near Wilmington, Delaware. Visiting two 
camps daily, participants conducted educational and recreational programs for the 
migrants' children, most of whom remained in camp while their families worked in the 
fields. Participants benefited by an educational program on the migrants' problems. 
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NEW JERSEY PROJECT 
AIDS POVERTY VICTIMS 

A P ~ < o . ~ ~ r c r  designeel to nieet sonic of 
thc economic. educational. ant1 hous- 
ing needs of disadvantaged rural resi- 
dents in southern New Jersey as well 
as to case tension provoked by the situ- 
ation ha\ been ~rndcrtakcn by thc 
Scrvice Coniniittce thro~rgh rt5 Mitltlle 
Atlantic Regional Office. 

The New Jersey oflicc of the Farm- 
ers Home Administration and loc:il 
cit~7en\ of the area have urged the 
Comnirttce to contluct a conimun~ty 
clevelopnicnt program there pattcrnctl 
after its own work with se;1sorial f;lrni 
lahorcrs elscwhcrc. 

Earlier this ycar. The F;irnicrs Home 
Administration bcgan :I self-help hous- 
ing project in Cumbcrlancl Coirnty. 
N. J .  The F H A  has assunictl full 
rcsponsihility for the projcct itself, 
which is niotlclcd on AFSC's cuperi- 
mcnt in Tulare County, California. 
AFSC's initial role will include work- 
ing with the faniilics sclcctcd for this 
project, cncouraging other fanlilies to 
consider applying for FHA sclf-help 
housing lo:tns. and assisting newly 
housed faniilics to become integratccl 
into thi5 community. Thc program is 
clcsigned to achicvc participation of 
the rcsiclcnts of ?he ercn in decisionz 
which affect their future and to in- 
volve Federal, state, ant1 private 
agencies. as well as othcr civic re- 
sources. in long-range progranic to 
meet the needs of the people. 

Area Economy I s  Unstable 

Although the oren is attempting to 
diversify its predominantly agricul- 
t~rral ant1 food processing economy, 
~rneniploymcnt is very high and un- 
deremploynient a major prohlcni. For 
thc state as a whole 17r6 of all rural 
fan~ilies have an income of less than 
$3.000. Other indications arc that 



". . . no society is an islandw 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
December, 1964 

Dear Friends, 
There is talk of "The Great Society," and I find it 

good. We are all aware that grandiloquent phrases are 
easy to come by, but that they may be void of signifi- 
cant content. America is already a great society, with 
immense achievements of body, mind, and spirit to its 
credit. Yet part of our greatness must always lie in a 
clear-eyed appraisal of the distance we are from the 
fulfilment of our dream, lest satisfaction with what we 
are blind us to what we can be. 

It is the task of the Service Committee to try to add 
our own measure of content to the concept of "The 
Great Society." In this bulletin there are glimpses of 
small efforts to match word with deed. Two of them 
operate wholely in our domestic scene-the provision 
of opportunities for young people in one of our greatest 
cities, and of hope for economically depressed Amer- 
icans in conditions of severe rural poverty. One an- 
nounces the start of an adventure of faith in one of 
India's teeming cities. A fourth deals with our relations 
with people throughout the world who want to become 
Americans. 

All these glimpses, even those in far places, are rele- 
vant to the idea of a Great Society, for in today's world 
no society is an island. We arc shaping and being 

shaped by mankind, and if we fail to grasp that fact our 
own plans will go awry. This is why the Service Com- 
mittee will at the turn of the year strengthen our staff 
at the United Nations by the addition of a member 
whose main task will be to feed back into America the 
knowledge and understanding of the United Nations and 
the need it has for our wholehearted support. 

President Johnson, in his speech at the University of 
Michigan in May, talked of the things which lay beyond 
riches and power-the enrichment of the mind, the 
uses of leisure, "the desire for beauty and the hunger 
for community." These are part of our aspiration, but 
they are also the goal of men everywhere, many of 
whom know nothing of the delights and temptations 
which flow from the possession of riches and power. 
So there is no way in which we can achieve a truly great 
society unless we are members in good standing of "The 
Greater Society" which is the world. That still vaster 
vision calls, as does our own, for the courage to dream 
and then the will to work. 

Yours sincerely, 

Executive Secretary 

CHICAGO PROGRAM COMBATS CULTURAL ISOLATION 
T H E  Y o ~ ~ t h  Opportunities Program of 
the Chicago Regional Office, headed 
by Anthony Henry, former Voluntary 
International Service Assignments vol- 
unteer, continues in its second year of 
programs aimed at bringing together 
children. 9 to 13 years cf age, from 
different racial, economic, and culti~ral 
backgrounds. Designed to lift par- 
ticipants out of their cultural isolation, 
activities include art and drama 
classes, and visits to museunls, con- 
certs. private homes. and farms. 

A new trend is the limitation of 
groups to four members, consisting of 
two Negro children from a disadvan- 
taeed area and two children of another 
race or background from elsewhere in 
the city. Smaller groups allow children 
the opporti~nity for a deeper relation- 
\hip with their leaders and with each 

groi~ps. According to the educational 
hackground of the leader, he develops 
a program around a particular subject, 
such as art, music, physics, or nature 
lore to channel the children's interest 
in a specific direction. 

Although the Y.O.P. was moved in 
October from the downtown AFSC 
office to the more appropriate setting 
of the AFSC's Project House in East 
Garfield Park, children arc mect~ng 
oftener in their families' homes. An- 
other sign of the growing interest of 
local parents in Y.O.P. is their volun- 
tary formation of the Parents' Advisory 
Board which sponsors program activi- 
ties involving a wider neighhorhood 
participation. Sonie parents have been 
drawn to other AFSC programs 
through their board membership. 

working together. T o  interpret the mu- 
tual advantage of this relationship in 
programs, work parties are no longer 
limited to depressed areas but are also 
held in suburbs where residents are of 
a higher income bracket and of varied 
religious and nationality hackgrounds. 
Volunteer leaders living in these neigh- 
horhoods invite their neighbors to  help 
entertain the children in their homes, 
again widening coniniunity interest. 

Jnvolvenient of a variety of national- 
ity and racial groups has led to plans 
for future contact with young people 
abroad. Children participating in 
Y.O.P. have been American Indian, 
Chinese. Mexican. Negro, Puerto 
Rican, and whites from Chicago and 
from southern states. They attended 
Chinese New Year celebrations: the 
"Snow White" ballet: "B!ack Nativity," 

other. Leaders are adult volunteers and White middle-class and Negro par- a Broadway nlusical; the opera, "Cosi 
commit themselves for three to five ticipants of different economic back- Fan Tutti"; a folk festival; and the 
months of service with their respective grounds are benefiting equally through Chicago Art Fair. 
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IMMIGRATION V l  E W S  
TOLD TO CONGRESS 

RICHARD F. SMITH, director of the 
United States Refugee Program of the 
AFSC, testified in Washington last 
August in support of changes in our 
present immigration laws. 

Representing both the AFSC and the 
Friends Committee on National Legis- 
lation, Richard Smith spoke before the 

a Ion House Subcommittee on Immigr t' 
and Nationality in support of H. R. 
7700, an administration backed bill 
to eliminate the National Origins Quota 
System and establish a permanent pro- 
gram for  the admission of refugees. 

"Our two Committees d o  not claim 
to speak for all Friends," Richard 
Smith said. "Nevertheless, Friends 
have a long and continuing record of  
concern for the dispossessed and up- 
rooted." 

Richard Smith based his testimony 
largely on the experience of the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee in 
helping to resettle 880 of the 16,000 
Dutch-Indonesian refugees brought to  
the United States in the last six years. 

These people, he pointed out, would 
never have been admitted under the 
National Origins Quota Systeni. If 
born in Indonesia they would have 
been subject to a quota of 200; if born 
in The Netherlands they would have 
been referred to the Asia-Pacific Tri- 
angle Quota of 100 because of their 
racial background. 

Since both these quotas were ex- 
hausted they came under special rc- 
fugee legislation enacted in the late 
1950's. 

"Acti~ally, the United States. under 
special clircctivcs and legislation, has 
pcrniittcd the entry of 735,000 rc- 
fugees since 1946," Richard Smith tes- 
tified. 

According to the results of a qucs- 
tionnaire sent by the AFSC to 1 18 
sponsors of Dutch-Indonesian families 
throughout the country, thesc people 
had little trouble finding cniploymcnt 
and they adjusted rapidly. 

"By literally opening their doors, 
American sponsors have once again 
demonstrated the Anicrican tradition 
of freedom and opportunity and faith 
in the individual." Richard Smith told 
the Subcommittee. 

"We urge the adoption of more pos- 

/ ' , I , , ,  I $ , , ,  I 

One phase of AFSC work in Southern New Jersey will be to encourage wider participa- 
tion in the federal government's Self-Help Housing Program already under way there. 

Anti-Poverty Work Begun 
continued froin page I 

4 2 %  of nonwhite families receive 
less than $3,000 per year in Glass- 
boro; in Vineland 3 7 % ;  and in Bridge- 
ton 3 4 % .  In Bridgeton, a city of 
21.000 people, 19.1 % of the total 
population niakes less than $3,000 a 
year. For  the area, the percentages 
by county of the families earning 
less than this amount a year are as 
follows: Glouccstcr 13.4%. Saleni 
16.3 5 6 ,  Cumbcrland 19.476, Atlantic 
33.056, and Cape May 16.0%. The 
state average is 1 1.4%. All five counties 
are low in educational attainment. with 
Cumberland the lowest in the state. 

A by-product of the poverty under 
which these individuals and families 
live is the attitude of hopelessness and 
despair which isolates them even 

itive immigration legislation in recog- 
nition of this fact, for we agree with 
President Johnson that the National 
Origins Quota Systeni is 'utterly iln- 
worthy of our traditions and our 
ideals.' It negates one of our most 
precious principles-support for cqual- 
ity of opportunity. Therefore we urge 
its eliniination." 

further from the conimunities in which 
they live. Hostility and suspicion fol- 
low isolation, and tension mounts, 
heightened by racial differences. 

T o  the extent that the program is 
successful in improving economic, edu- 
cational, and social conditions, migra- 
tion from the area will diminish. 

It is hoped that the prograni will be 
a pilot project relevant to other "pov- 
erty" areas. 

The new federal "poverty" legisla- 
tion provides assistance to rural com- 
munities i f  a coniprchcnsivc plan to 
meet the needs of the poor is prepared 
by a representative comniunity group. 
One of the problems today is that these 
"hidden poor" have no spokesman, no 
channels of direct representation. The 
New Jersey situation, representative a \  
it is of pockets of rural poverty near 
industrial areas, provitlcs the opportu- 
nity for developing techniques by 
which local participation and planning 
may be facil~tated. 

Rupert M. Stanley, a skilled com- 
niunity worker. has lxen appointed as 
director of this program. During his 
f i r ~ t  year, he will try to develop ap- 
proaches to problems of seasonal un- 
employment. inaclcquate vocational 
training, and comniunity tensions. 
Later, more staff may be added with 
skills needed in the specific activities. 
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India Project Chosen 
co t~ f in~ te r l  fror~a page I 

Peace Corps in Iran before accepting 
his present assignment. From 1958 to 
1961 he worked for the United States 
International Cooperation Agency and 
the U. S. Agency for International 
Development, in Indian community 
development. His previous AFSC ex- 
perience includes a three-year assign- 
nient as director of the international 
seminar program in India and Paki- 
stan. He holds his Ph.D. from Yale 
Univcrsity in the field of sociology. 

A fourth American will be ap- 
pointed to serve as consultant on re- 
search and evaluation, to work along- 
side a full-time Indian research 
director. Plans call for a base line 
stutlv. plus evaluation after a set 
period, in each of the four areas se- 
lected for projects. 

A definition of coniniunity devclop- 
mcnt evolved by the Abrahanisons 
has been widely used by the Indian 
governn~ent in the shaping of its own 
urban coniniunity development pro- 
gram. The  quote reads as follows: 

"The goal of urbr~n community de- 
velopment is to  encourage the growth 
of pcoplc toward dignity, self-reliance, 
and competence; to motivate pcoplc 
to want to improve the conditions of 
their lives; to  develop a sense of coni- 
niunity in which neighbors recognize 
common problems ancl work together 
as responsible, self-respecting mem- 
bers of society to  solve them. In this 
process they learn to cooperate with 
their government and voluntary agcn- 
cies in improving the social, economic, 
and cultirral conditions of their neigh- 
borhoods and the nation." 

FAIR HOUSING HANDBOOK PUBLISHED 
A HANDBOOK for fair housing groups able at 35( each. ORDERS SHOULD 
was recently published under the joint RE S E N T  TO:  National Committce 
sponsorship of the American Friends Against Discriniination in Housing, 
Service Committee and the National 323 Lexington Ave., New Yo&, New 
Committee Against Discrimination in York, 100 17. 
Housing. 

The manual is designed specifically 
as a program guide for grass-roots 
workers for resiciential integration. It 
includes step-by-step s~lggcstions on 
how to organize a local fair housing 
committcc: how to plan and carry for- 
ward a program to achieve inclusive 
neighborhoods; how to locate available 
housing: how to make contact with 
minority-group homcseekcrs; and how 
to concluct community relations pro- 
grams to prepare for the acceptance of 
nonwhite families. Guidelines arc pro- 
vided for plograms ru prevelil pi~nic 
selling and to sustain an integrated pat- 
tern once it is established. 

The two organizations report that 
during the last five years hetween 400 
and 500 voluntary fair housing groups 
have sprung up  in neighborhoods in 
1 5  states, the vast majority having 
formed in all-white suburban commu- 
nities. This nilniber docs not take into 
account the hundreds of local chap- 
ters of religious, civil rights. labor, and 
other long-established notional organ- 
izations which are working for fair 
housing practices. 

In several metropolitan areas, the 
Anierican Friends Service Committee 
has provided professional staff to as- 
sist local groups in organizing and 
carrying out their programs. 

The nianual is priced at 5 0 t  n copy. 
Quantities of 100 or more are avail- 

American Friends Service Committee, 160 N. 15th St., Phila., Pa. 19102 
If more than one copy of this Bulletin comes to your home, please 
send us the address panels from each.,lf it is feasible, the duplicatipn 
will be eliminated; however, the dupl~catlon I S  often less expensive 
than the special procedures necessary to avoid it. 

C L A R E N C E - L I  L L Y  P I  C K E T T  

5 1 0  P A N M U R E  R D  
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PAKISTAN FILM 
NEARS COMPLETION 
A FILM,  Seeds o f  To~norrou~,  tracing 
the development and devolvement of 
the Friends Center in Dacca, East 
Pakistan, was previewed by the Social 
and Technical Assistance committee 
of the AFSC last month. 

The filni was prepared by Robert 
lvvc,i;h, - $ : -.. 3 

.,I.. u ,r.,,.c. cf :hc 3::. 
ice Committee, in cooperation with 
members  of In format ion  Service. 
Robert and Eclith Worth visitecl the 
Dacca Center in the early months of 
1963 and photographed the sequences 
froni which the filni was prepared. 

Sca(1.s o f  Torl1orrow reviews the pro- 
gram of the Centcr, and describes the 
process hy which neighborhood groups 
took over responsibility for the various 
Center activities. As a documentary 
of this devolvemcnt, the film will be 
useful for some time to come. 

Since the filming of Seerls of To- 
r ~ ~ o r r o ~ * ,  the Dacca Centcr has beconie 
entirely independent of AFSC-FSC ad- 
ministration. Bernhard and Pamela 
Klai~scner, its former directors, are now 
in West Pakistan exploring sites for a 
new comnli~nity devclopnient prograni. 
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