
I N  S E P T E M B E R  of this year  the 
AFSC will begin a five-year com- 
munity devclopmcnt program to help 
meet some of thc problcms in the 
"barriadas" on thc outskirts of Lima, 
Peru. 

A barriada is a wholc village that 
has migrated as a unit. These units 
havc illegally c<tabli<hcd themselves 
on land surrounding the city, form- 
ing a fringe population of 500,000 
without employment or  adequatc 
dwellings. Rarr iada  dwcllcrs a r c  
largely Indians from thc interior 
arcas of Pcru. Others arc city inhnb- 
itants who-wcking to improvc thcir 
lot but owning no land-move onto 
the govcrnmcnt-owncd land whcrc 
thcy erect shacks of tin, wood, or  
cardboard. Living in appalling pov- 
erty, thcy lack sanitation, hcalth serv- 
ices, rccrcational facilities, child-carc 
ccntcrs, and schools. 

Cooperation Needed 

AFSC workcrs will coopcratc with 
Peruvians who are concerned for the 
wclfarc of thesc pcoplc, and will 
seek to dcvclop a program which will 
cncouragc the  barr iada  dwcllcrs 

themselves to take incrcascd rcspon- 
sibility for thcir own future. 

AFSC efforts, in onc or  several of 
the barriadas, might include counscl- 
ing the inhabitants on cffectivc ways 
to acquirc the facilitics thcy need. 
Classes in literacy, cooking, and nu- 
trition could be established. Tmdcs- 
nlcn and artisans might bc helped to 
obtain supcrviscd crcdit and to dc- 
vclop credit unions. 

A s  thc program cxpands ,  it is 
hopcd that other interested Pcruvians 
-social workers, young professional 
pcoplc, and univcr\ity studcnts- 
will bccomc involved in it. 

T o  lay the groundwork for these 
plans. Alan and Margcry Walker 
hnvc been appointcd to go to Lima 
in Scptembcr for two years. Alan 
Wnlkcr holds dcgrecs in psychology 
from Stanford Univcrsity and Michi- 
gan Univcrsity, and has taught at 
Earlham Colleyc in Indiana. Mo\t 
recently he has dircctcd a community 
devclopmcnt program at Godd:~rd 
Collcgc in Vermont. Margery Walker 
i \  a yraduatc of Stanford Univer- 
sity. Both arc mcmbcrs of the Rcligi- 
ous Society of Fricnds. 

The new program in Peru rcprc- 
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sents an expansion of the Commit- 
tee's work in Latin Anicrica which 
now includes activities in Mcxico and 
Guatemala. Thc AFSC has also hacl 
program cxpcricncc in El Salvador. 
This experience, thc cncouragcment 
of Pcruvians who havc workcd with 
AFSC in Mcxico, and the nccds 
which exist in Pcru havc together 
convinced thc Comrnittcc that thc 
work should be untlcrtakcn. 

Urban Population Growing 

T h c  barr iada  problem toward 
which efforts will be dirccted is thc 
rcsult of several factors in the life of 
Peru today. Thc nation has a rapidly 
growing urban population. Difficult 
living conditions on thc High Andcan 
plateau arc causing thousands of 
rural pcople to emigrate toward thc 
cities in scarch of work and in hopc 
of a better lifc. Rut a lack of indus- 
trialization in Pcru limits thc jobs 
available. Lima, the capital, is par- 
ticularly hard hit by this rural influx. 

The barriadas surrounding Lima form a fringe population of 500,000 unemployed people living in makeshift dwellings. 



to assume new tasks 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

May I963 
Dear Friends, 

This issue brings you word of several new develop- 
ments in AFSC work-in Washington, in Peru, in 
Ghana, in Russia, in the Far East. 

Our efforts to help enrich thc lives and the spirits of 
our fellowmen-and our own in the process-find us 
closcly cngagcd in thc dynamics of a changing world. 
Even as we continue our commitment to ongoing pro- 
grams, we are steadily gratified to devolve some projects 
into the able hands of local groups-and freshly chal- 
lcnged to assume new tasks. 

Thcrc arc now almost 3 billion people in the world. 
There arc resources in all thesc minds and hearts which 
arc an untold wealth. It is the business of our lives to 
find ways to unlock at least some of these resources- 
by helping others to "spend themselves" creatively and 
in those purposcs which cnrich 11s all and lcave no man 
a victim. 

The characteristics of an AFSC program havc bcen 
shaped through thc intcrweaving of belief and practicc 
during 45 years of cxperiencc. All AFSC programs are 
based on the belicf that lovc can be the most potent 
forcc in the ordering of a good society. The significant 
point is that wc bclicvc this, untl we have found it to bc 
truc whenever men trust love. 

AFSC programs try to be cxpcriences and cxperi- 
nients sharcd with othcrs rathcr than acts done for 
thcni. It is our belicf that frcc men solve their problcnis 
from the inside out, rathcr than by the superimposition 
of an answer, by however kind an administrator. 

AFSC programs seek to influence individual lives in 
dcpth. rathcr than masses on a morc superficial level. 
Here, again, our convictions and our cxperiencc coin- 
cidc. We are conccrned for thc whole worth of cach 
individual. At the samc timc, we see that other agencies, 
both privatc and public, arc able to tackle quantitativcly 
larger tasks with bigger resources. 

Thus we try to serve those needs which are not being 
nict by others, to avoid duplication of cxisting efforts, 
to break new ground and find ncw techniques to reach 
closer into the causes of the problem, and to develop 
our projects as the local peoplc feel thcir own needs 
widen. 

As we move into the busy and demanding seasons 
ahead, wc take this moment not only to coniment on 
thc purposes of our work, but also to thank vou for 
your invaluable support. 

Yorrrs sincerely, 

Behind the Quaker center in the 
Algerian village of Souk el Tleta 
is a steep hillside which is badly 
eroded. One of the first projects of 
the agricultural course, now offered 
to teen-age Algerian boys, was the 
planting of this slope in olive and 
eucalyptus trees to hold the life- 
giving soil. These activities are 
part of the long-range AFSC reset- 
tlement program in Algeria which 
now follows upon the conclusion 
of t,he interim relief work. 



IN RESPONSE to a growing need to case 
thc housing restrictions imposed upon 
Amcrican Negro citizens in the District 
of Columbia, the American Friends 
Scrvicc Committee has ina~~guratecl 
the Washington Metropolitan Housing 
Program, projected as a fivc-ycar effort. 

Because of its 17 years of practical 
experience in sccking open-occupancy 
housing, thc AFSC was invited by a 
number of privatc Washington agencies 
to establish a program in the area. 
These agcncies include Neighbors, 
Incorporated; the Capital Clearing 
Housc; and the Urban I-eague. 

Although the program has hccn in 
opcration only six months. there have 
becn several specific clcvelopments. 

A local citizens group-Suburban 
Maryland Fair Housing, lncorporatcd 
-has been formed with a mcmbcrship 

Fifteen whitc home owners have in- 
formed thc Maryland group that thcy 
arc willing to sell their homes on an 
open-market basis. 

Unexpected intcrcst and support for 
fair housing has dcvclopcd in the north- 
ern Virginia suhurhs of Alcsandria, 
Arlington, and F:llls Church. Several 
homes have bccn listcd. 

Personal Experience Cited 

In December Helen Baker, AFSC 
consultant who opened the housing 
program, testified at thc hearing hclcl 
by the Board of Commissioncrs of the 
District of Columbia on a fair housing 
ordinance. She tolti of  her own expcri- 
cnce of being discriminated against 
when she sought housing in the District 
in Novembcr of 1967. Her  testimony 
included an account of having bccn 

of  150 persons. The organization is turned away from 3 1 apartment houses, 
patterned upon thc Burlington County cach of which had listecl available 
Fair Housing Council, which AFSC space, whcn shc applie~l in person for 
hclpcd cstahl~sh, ancl which has been occupancy. 
responsible for assisting more than 50 In a final instance, after negotiations 
non-white families to locatc pcacerully for an apartment had bccn conclurled 
in Burlington County, New Jersey. with the aid of friends. the option was 

Twenty-eight Negro families. all withdrawn whcn thc landlords dis- 
seeking homes, havc registered their covcrcd that Helen Bakcr was a Negro. 
desire to  buy o r  rent in areas tracli- Eventually appropriate housing was 
tionally rcstrictcd to whitc owners in found in the District. 
Maryland, Virginia. or the District of During the hcaring, Hclcn Raker 
Columbia. also tolcl of the color paradox in the 

A F S C  CONFERENCE HELD IN GHANA 

A FOUR DAY "consultative conference" 
was held at thc University of Ghana in 
April as a stcp toward developing n 
seminars and conferences program in 
West Africa in the fall of 1963. 

The group of 17 men ancl women 
includccl outstanding Africans from 
both French-spcaking ancl English- 
speaking countries. as well as Qu;~kcr  
representatives ancl other friends of the 
program. Somc had previously partici- 
patcd in AFSC seminars and confer- 
cnccs in thc Unitccl Statcs, Europe, o r  
Asia. Others, reprc\enting government 
ministries, had hecome intereqted in 
thc project ar a result of cuploratory 
\taff work carried out in \Vest Afric;ln 
countrics in 1962. 

The group rccon~mcntlcd the topic 

"Africa Today-Common Tasks and 
Aspirations" as n theme arountl which 
;I program might bc developed. It fur- 
ther recommcndccl that the program 
be i~ndcrtaken as :I "tliscussion for 
~~nclerstandinr." 

.The confcrcnce participants agreed 
that Icadcrs of African thought and life 
woulcl welcome opporti~nitlcs to meet 
with each other for an cvchangc of 
information ;\ntl views. It was noted 
that others who obviously will bccomc 
part of this leadership in the ncar future 
would al\o benefit from such evchangc. 
In cxprcssing this opinion, thc part~ci- 
pants recognized that many confcr- 
cncc\ arc now held in A f r ~ c a  with a 
view to action. yet. because of language 
or cultural o r  economic Ixirricrs. thele 

Merlin Myers heads new program. 

District of Columbia. Dark-skinned 
forcigners<ithcr students o r  persons 
with diplomatic stati~s-can get rental 
housing in areas wherc Americ;ln citi- 
zens, also dark-skinned, are rigidly cs- 
cludcd. Shc anel hcr son, a career 
cliplomat, were 130th turncd away from 
apartments housing foreign consular 
personnel. 

The Board of Commissioncrs of 
the District of Colunlbia havc been 
thwartcd by thcir Congression;~l over- 
seers in sccking a fair housing ordi- 
nance. It may be that Helen I3;lkcr's 

cotltitrr,arl on ptr,qc, 4 

is little con~n~i~nic :~ t ion  among these 
countries. Thercforc, only a mcngrc 
basis of knowledge exists on which 
govcrnnlcnts can dcvclop cooperative 
action in mceting the ncctls and aspira- 
tion of the West African people. Edu- 
cators, oldcr students, young profcs- 
sional people, civil scrvnnts. those who 
carry cliplomatic rcsponsihilities. ancl 
any others who hclp thcir people learn 
to become responsihlc citizens-all 
wcrc identified as kcy groupings from 
which participants should be drawn. 

The International Confcrcnccs and 
Seminars programs. of which thesc 
plans arc a part, is jointly sponsorcd 
by the Amcrican Fricncls Scrvicc Com- 
mittcc and thc Friends Service Council 
of Great Britain. 



YOUTH PROJECT LOCATED IN RUSSIA 

THE 1963 Tripartite Work and Study 
Project to  be held this summer in the 
northern Caucasus of  the Soviet Union 
is the second stage of a three-year proj- 
ect sponsored jointly by the Friends 
Scrvicc Council of Great Britain, the 
Committee of Youth Organizations of 
the Soviet Union, and the AFSC. Each 
of the sponsors will send 10 partici- 
pants between the ages of 20  and 30. 
The young people will help construct 
a new dormitory at a childrens' home. 

In 1962 the project was held in 
Bristol, England, where participants 
helped build a community center. They 
worked mainly in the mornings, Ieav- 
ing the afternoons free for discussion. 
Discussion topics included disarma- 
ment, education. and the United Na- 
tions, cach of which was introduced by 
a member o f  the group. Through a free 
exchange o f  views and opinions, par- 
ticipants felt they had increased their 
knowledge of  cach other's life and 
thought, and experienced a growth in 
mutual understanding. During the final 
wcek of the project the group toured in 

othcr parts of England, sightseeing, 
visiting with local residents, and staying 
in private homes. Similar activities are 
planned for this summer's project. 

All of the American participants 
selected for the current project have 
some proficiency in the Russian lan- 
guage. Their experience is wide and 
varied.  O n e  Amer ican  part ic ipant  
worked for the World Bank. Another, 
a lawyer, is attached to a U.S. District 
Court in California. A third member 
of the group is a former member of the 
Russian languagc study tour of Indiana 
University to the USSR. Another, who 
has traveled widcly in western Europe, 
is studying for a doctorate in political 
science. 

British and American participants 
will assemble in London on July 27 
and travel together to  the Soviet Union 
in time for the project opening on July 
19. The  project, located at Natlchik, 
will conclude on August 28. 

In 1964, a third project will be held 
in the United States, rounding out the 
original three-part plan. 

"QIAR" ACTIVITIES BASED IN TOKYO 

NORMAN WILSON has been appointed 
Quaker International AKairs Repre- 
scntativc in the Far  East t o  begin in 
September. H e  will basc his activities 
in Tokyo, Japan, but will be concerned 
with international relations in Korea, 
Taiwan. Hong Kong, and the Philip- 
pines as well. 

In the course of his work in the F a r  
En\t. Norman Wilson will meet mem- 
bers of the diplomatic community. H e  

will bring together people in govern- 
ment to  discuss common problems and 
will share with them the concern of 
Friends for  peaceful settlement of 
international problems. 

A graduate of Antioch College, 
Norman Wilson holds a master's de- 
gree from the University of Chicago, 
and will receive his doctorate in edu- 
cation from Columbia University this 
summer. H e  was a Fulbright scholar 
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testimony will help the commissioners 
to invoke an 1863 law which permits 
them to take unilateral action to pro- 
vide for the safety and welfare of their 
citizens if Congress has neglected to  
d o  so. 

The  second phase in the develop- 
ment of the AFSC Washington hous- 
ing program came in February when 
Merlin Myers, a sociologist from 
Oregon, became director of the proj- 
ect. Working with Helen Baker, who 
had accepted the position of consultant 
fo r  six months, Merlin Myers began 
seeking prospective Negro home buyers 
as well as  white home owners who 
would sell on the open market. 

Meanwhile, Merlin Myers has been 
carrying forward Helen Baker's com- 
munity commitments-working with 
thc real estate industry, the fair hous- 
ing groups, and with non-white buyers 
-interpreting both the housing needs 
and the opening opportunities under 
the new Executive Order. 

In undertaking this housing program 
in Washington, the AFSC also believes 
it is in the national interest for a private 
agency to bring such inequities to the 
attention of the lawmaking and execu- 
tive branches of the government with 
examples of discrimination gathered in 
its own neighborhood. 

at Utrecht in the Netherlands, 1955-56, 
and has taught at  Rronxville High 
School, Bronxville, New York, since 
1956. H e  and his wife, Claire, are 
members of the Scarsdale Friends 
Meeting, Scarsdale, New York. 
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