
AMERICAN FRIENDS 

SERVICE COMMITTEE BULL TIN 
TYPHOON VICTIMS 
GET QUAKER A I D  

I ~ I L I :  Quakcr relief work was be- 
W i n g  cuntiniled in 1.cb;rnon. ;I 

natural disaster drew AFSC attention 
to thousands of f;tmilies suffering in 
Japan. 

An estimated 400,000 wcrc affcctcd 
when a typhoon hit the Tokyo area 
in Scptcmbcr. The Scrvicc Conimittcc 
imnlediatcly shippctl 1 . 0 0 0  pounds 
of clothing ant1 blankets to supplc- 
mcnt the stocks alre:rdy on hand. 

In Tokyo AFSC staff ch;rngcd 
plans for thcir fall and wintcr citnips 
in order to help flood victims in 21 

largc suburban area southeast of 
Tokyo. 

In 1-ebanon the AFSC supportccl 
local Quakcrs ant1 othcr religious Iclrd- 
ers who started rclief work in mid- 
summer. Powdercd milk is being 
distributed to chilclren in Tripoli. Al- 
locations are b;rscd on doctors' prc- 
scriptions. Other toods :rnd clothing 
will be madc av;l~l,lblc tor 12eh;tnczc 
famil~e.; as clrcunistanccs pcrmlt. 

In the Chouf district, Mara'youn 
and Tr~poli .  the rcllcf work trlcs to 
meet somc of the nccds of :in estl- 
mated (d),OOO pcrsons who havc suf- 
fered the cficcts ol thc c~vil  s t r ~ t e  \incc 
May. 

Conditions In the country sccni to 
require an cxtcnslon of the Qu:tker 
program to ne\t March, well beyond 
the or~_cinal e\tim;rtc. 
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Work campers help typhoon victims 
clear away flood damage near Tokyo. 
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Children at AFSC-supported centers in Italy welcome any assistance that comes from 
friends in other lands. Gifts from children in the United States will provide school 
supplies and hundreds of fruit trees for Italian families. 

'MITTEN TREE9 PROJECT CHANGES; 
CHILIIIREN TRIM 'TREASURE TREES' 

UI{I:I Y you havc hcarcl of the Xlit- S ten Trce! Mayhe you have seen 
one in a store. a school, a church or 
Meeting House. Perhaps you have 
bcen among the thousands who have 
trimmed a Christmas tree with niit- 
tens for AFSC to distribute oversea.;. 
The Mitten Tree h;rs heen one of thc 
most beloved and successful projects 
ever sponsorcd by Education Mate- 
rials for Children, a program within 
the AFSC 1nform:rtion Scrvicc. 

"With all our hcarts we thank you 
for thc mittens. They camc just heforc 
the cold weather. It is so good of you 
to think of us here. '  Marie, a child 
living in France, was writing a "thank- 
you" for her group. 

In rcccnt years trecs havc bcen 
trimmcd with othcr things. to-baby 
clothcs, socks. toys, hnndkcrchicfs, for 
instance. In 1958 suprise-balls of yarn 
and goldcn stars will hang from the 
branches of the T r e a ~ u r c  l'rcc. 

What, no hfittcn Trce thi\ year'! It 
seems incrcclihle! \f 'hy a 'l'rc;tsure 
*l.ree inste;rtl? 

J3ccaure :my gift ~vorth givinp 
should havc spcci:rl \,;rluc to the rc- 
ccivcr. I t  shoulcl he like a trc;rsure 
to him. 

A f:tthcr in nn i\FS('-\t~pportccl 
literacy center in Southern Italy says, 
"My trees :Ire m). tre:t?~trc." He kno\\\  
the fruit  ill bring health to his f:rni- 
ily. And so Anicric;~n cliilclrcn are Ixlsy 
earning nncl s:~\,inp for "-1'rec~ for 
1t;rly." Chri\tnia\ -I rc%a\urc ' lrcc\ uill 
he gay with golcl star?, each liolclinp 
a coin: 5 0  cent.;  ill pro'iritlc a trcc 
for an Italian f;rniily. 

For  a niotlicr \vho rlre;rcl\ the colrl 
of winter, yarn is a rich 
treasure from \\hich \he rpp - 

can make mittens or \c>chr ,d\yThrngsT 
or 5wcatcrs - \, hatever c+@' A 0q 
p;rrments are nccclccl to 

L.,'. ,,-. i i+*SWCmtC 



. . . RESOLVE TO DO MORE.. . 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Novemher, 1958 

Dear. Friends, 

I have been interested to hear recently the reports from AFSC visitors to 
the Soviet Union who are impressed by the care given Russian children. I 
am reminded of the charming Chinese children I used to see in private wel- 
fare institutions and nursery schools. They too, were clean, apparently happy 
and well cared for. 

What is the future of the children of these two vast countries with whom 
our children will live? But more important to us, what of our own children? 
Now, in their childhood, our children and theirs are free of prejudice and 
hate. They are healthily open-minded and friendly with other children from 
differing backgrounds. 

If we could only devise ways that this precious attitude could be pre- 
served and carried into adulthood! Perhaps that would begin to solve the 
problems that this generation has so miserably failed to meet. This we can 
begin to do by helping build friendly associations among children of different 
countries. 

Some of the AFSC efforts to help children are detailed in this bulletin. 
Other agencies and schools are doing their part. We would like to extend 
our  cultural contacts with children and adults across all barriers-iron and 
bamboo curtains. Then free association of peoples with common aspirations 
and hopes could bring about the cooperative spirit today's world requires. 
This is more desperately needed as the ominous clouds of nuclear armament 
hang over our heads. Our  obligation to future generations requires not 
deleterious genetic effects but prophetic vision for a new era of human 
relations. 

A t  this time of the year we can resolve to do more for all the world's 
children. I t  is appropriate as we plan to celebrate the birth of the Holy 
Child who brought the message of peace and selfless service to all the chil- 
dren of God then and since. 

Yolrrs sincerely, 

A& %- % fiecutive secretary 

Three AFSC-appointed medical scientists visited for a month in Russia in a new ex- 
change program. The Americans are shown below in Moscow with their hosts. Dr. 
George A. Perera of New York, extreme left, is an internist. Dr. Joseph Stokes Jr. of 
Philadelphia, second from right, is a pediatrician and Dr. Samuel A. Corson of Little 
Rock, Ark., with camera, i s  a physiologist and pharmacologist. 

DIPLOMATS AND 1 
VIEWS AT CLARI 
M I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?" With 

A t h i s  ancient and still demanding 
question, 32 young foreign ministry 
officials introduced their discussion of 
aid to underdeveloped countries. The 
session was one of many in the first 
of two Conferences for Diplomats 
held this sunimer in Clarens, Switzer- 
land, part of an AFSC program now 
in its sixth year. The second confer- 
ence followed in mid-August. In the 
two groups taken together, 6 2  diplo- 
mats from 36 countries met in "holi- 
day" informality to enjoy each other 
as people and to converse freely on 
problems close to their responsibilities. 

The Committee's emphasis on East- 
West exchange, in response to continu- 
ing world tension, was reflected in the 
conferences. Effort was again made by 
conference planners to consider the 
attendance in relation to this major 
world problem. This summer diplo- 
mats from Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, the Soviet Union, and Ru- 
mania were among the participants. 
Seven members were from the United 
States or Canada. Others were from 
countries of Asia, Africa, West Eu- 
rope, the Middle East, South America. 
It was in 1956 that diplomats from 
Eastern European countries first joined 
the conferences. This year Hungary 
and Tunisia had participants present 
for the first time. 

I 
Conference Theme ~ 

Each ten-day conference had the 
general theme: "National Interest and 
International Responsibility." Invited 
lecturers adopted specific and related 
themes to introduce daily sessions. 
Some of the topics were: "Theory and 
Practice of Peaceful Settlement"; 
"Some Aspects of Polish Foreign Pol- 
icy"; "The Middle East." From these, 
smaller groups followed closely the 
particular interests of the conference 
members. Roger Wilson, a British 
Friend, was chairman of the earlier 
gathering; Colin Bell, associate ex- 
ecutive secretary of the AFSC, led the 
second group. 

In thc 1958 diplomats conferences 
a smaller number of consultants were 
used than in previous years. This al- 
lowed for more discussion among the 
foreign office officials themselves, and 
placed even greater emphasis on the 
resources of the conference members. 
A considerable background of experi- 
ence has now been built up around 
the conference idea. Those closest to 
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hWMAKERS SHARE 
N S  CONFERENCES 

the program - planners, adminis- 
trators, advisors-sense a growing ma- 
turity in the project. A few years ago 
almost every aspcct of the diplomats 
program was an experimental one in 
itself. Now, for example, foreign of- 
fices in dozens of countries are famil- 
iar with the purpose of this AFSC 
effort to find fresh modes of com- 
munication across barriers. Support 
for the program and confidence in  it 
continue to increase. Each conference 
consists of a totally new group of men 
and women. 

Legislators Meet 

Also held in Clarens in August was 
the second Conference for Members 
of Parliaments. Chairman of the week- 
long conference was James Read. 
Deputy High Commissioner of Kefu- 
gees for the United Nations in Europe 
and a former member of the AFSC 
staff. This sister program, originated 
last year, reaches a son~ewhat  diffcr- 
ent group of men and women. Its form 
and approach are the same as the dip- 
lomats program. Legislators from 
countries having parliamentary forms 
of government are brought together 
in the same setting of privacy, free- 
dom of expression, and informality. 
T h e  1958 session included 27 law- 
makers from 13 countries. Four  were 
members of the United States Con- 
gress. 

The theme of the legislators' pro- 
gram was: "The Parliamentarian ancl 
His Responsibility in an Interdepend- 
ent World." Discussion leaders intro- 
duced six subjects during the week. 
These topics were concerned with 
economic relatiom. disarmament, un- 
derdcveloned countries. Eurooean in- 
tegration,' problems of coe~istence.  
and the United Nations. 

At all three confcrenccs many par- 
ticipants were accompanied by their 
wives and childrcn. Comments from 
conference attenders frequently men- 
tion the fanlily atmosphere a5 one 
factor helping to create the friendly 
and leisurely quality of the program. 

The first Conference for Diplomat\ 
was held in Clarens in 19.57. Since 
then 1 1  more have hecn convened ;it 

Cl;~rens, and 2 others in Peradeniya. 
Ceylon. A total of 419 participants 
from 48 nations are now alumni of 
the program. They continue to meet. 
socially or officially, in cities t h r o ~ ~ g h -  
out the world and to encourage the 
continuation of the conference\. 

The Quaker Neighborhood Center at Acre, Israel conducts a nursery school and other 
activities which bring together persons of different faiths. 

CHILDREN'S INGENUITY PROVIDES 
NEEDED PLAY PROGRAM IN ISRAEL 

w ITH no equipn~ent  our  ingenuity 
was tested," wrote an AFSC staff 

member from the Neighborhood Cen- 
ter in Acre, Israel. She was describing 
a play program for young children, 
ages two to six, held each morning for 
two weeks during August. It was not 
a regular activity of the Center. Au- 
gust is the month the Center is closed, 
usually being repaired or paintecl. This 
program was conceived and run by 
10-year-old girls who had been part 
of the r e g u l ~ ~ r  chilclren's activities of 
the Center during the yc;ir. Nou,. in 
August, they saw the need of the 
srnallcr ones for a place off the street. 
a hit of shade and some toys. The four 
little "teachers" set up their pla!,- 
school in the director's house :ind in- 
vited 18 younger children to come 
each morning t'rum ten o'clock until 
noon. 

Here is what the AFSC stall' nieni- 
her wrote ahout the project: "We had 
the Golden Book of 7'11irrys to Mrrkc- 
nrid Do. We had a supply of construc- 
tion paper and got a box of blocks 
from the Center. A trunk full of junk 
and a ball were other equipnlcnt. The 
children draped some denim over 

chairs to make a fine tent. They made 
toys of empty coffee tins that rolled 
wonderfully and, with a bottle top in 
them, rattled fine. Old bottle tops 
were collected. They gathered stones 
and uscd them for  blocks. They also 
drew and made hats out of paper, 
mixing flour and water for paste. One 
project was making a miniature set of 
folding pictures and putting it into a 
match box." 

Letter Tells How 

The letter tells how the childrcn 
helped in putting things away and the 
girls swept the rooms at the end of 
each meeting. 

The school lasted about two weeks. 
until the cfTort hccame hurclcnsonie to  
the teachers. Their methods, rcport- 
edly, were not always those recom- 
mended hy progressive educators. Rut 
the idea was there, the motivation to 
give thcir time to others who coultl 
gain by its gift. Their part in the 
Center program had horn its own 
fruit. With little more than personal 
concern and interest to  work from. 
they had made a recreation program. 

WINTER 19.58 I 3 



'MITTEN TREE' PROJECT to say, "Open, Sesame." Once these continue to discover "friendly things 
have been found, then childrcn eagerly to  do." corltirilred from page I enter to discover the treasures for  In a midwestern town the vacation 

keep her children warm. So Christmas 
Treasure Trees will be decorated with 
bright balls of yarn, each hiding a sur- 
prise toy deep in its center. 

At othcr times of the year there 
have been other treasures. For  a 
Spanish-speaking migrant child in 
Texas, a treasure is a book with 
brightly-colored pictures which help 
in learning English. So boys and girls 
have sent books. 

For  babies and young children in 
Lebanon, a trcasure is a drink of 
milk. So comes the opportunity to  
share in the child-feeding program 
in the Middle East. 

For a mother in Barpali, a treasure 
is the water she can now pump from 
the village well, pure clear water that 
is safe for drinking. So, boys and girls 
have given nearly $10,000 for "Wells 
for India." 

Like the older young people who 
volunteer for AFSC Institutional Serv- 
ice, children are glad to do what they 
can for boys and girls in special 
schools and hospitals. So they make 
"Friendship Cards" and toys to  help 
the handicapped and retarded help 
thcmsclves. 

These are examples of the activities 
included in EMC's seasonal packets, 
DAYS OF DISCOVERY ( 1957-58) and 
FRIENDLY THINGS T O  DO ( 1958-59). 
Each of the four packets in each series 
contains stories, games, food, hand- 
work, and service projects to  help 
children get acquainted with friends 
in othcr lands. (Order packets from 
EMC-any four for a dollar).  

EMC sometimes feels like Ali Baba, 
continually seeking places and times 

American Friends Service Committee 
20 5. 12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

A CHRISTMAS SUGGESIION- 
Again this year the Service Committee's 
Christmas Gift Plan will be available to 
contributors. 

Instead of personal giffs to friends or 
associates, contributions in their name can 
be made to the AFSC. An attractive Christ- 
mas card will be sent by the Service 
Committee to each honoree. 

Special gifts at Christmas, going beyond 
the regular AFSC contributions are an 
extra channel to share the spirit of the 
season. 

The AFSC also receives gifts in honor of 
births, anniversaries, weddings, and other 
events, and notes of acknowledgment are 
sent if requested. A printed card is avail. 
able to acknowledge memorial gifts. 

themselves and t o  share them with 
others. 

The following points characterize 
the program's activities for children: 
1.  E M C  resources make possible a 

"junior" AFSC. Children partici- 
pate today in the work of AFSC, 
not merely preparing for some- 
thing they will d o  21s ;~dults. 

2. As needs change, AFSC programs 
change and so does EMC. As 
AFSC moves from direct relief to 
social and tcchnic;rl assistance. so 
E M C  adapts its materials. Chil- 
dren prefer to give a tangible gift 
rather than moncy. Rut when 
moncy is a more practical gift, 
then thiq must be so interpreted. 

3. E M C  docs not work directly with 
children, but provides resources 
for other child-serving groups. 

4. Children respond more eagerly to 
service projects when they can set, 

pictures of the place, the friends, 
the gift. and hear a song o r  story, 
and jcel the soft wool yarn. the 
round peach and taste a favorite 
food of the receiver (which they 
have prepared themselves!) An 
endless stream of questions must 
be foreseen and enough variety to  
provide for those whose interest 
span is long or  short. When the 
gift is money, it is even more ini- 
portant that children have an op- 
portunity for creative handwork. 

A favorite theme-song of E M C  is 
"around the year and around the 
world, children share with children." 
Boys and girls echo this refrain with 
joy. sympathy and generosity ac they 

school group gathered around the box 
which was being packed. Each had 
contributed something to it. They were 
all silent, watching intently, deep in 
their own thoughts. Suddenly Bobby 
spoke out. 

"Gee," he said. "Gee!" 
"What are you thinking?" asked the 

leader. 
Bobby took a deep breath and then 

like a torrent, all his feelings came 
out, "Gee. they're going to be happy." 

Two N e w  Films Available 

A new color film, "Alternatives," presents 
the position of the conscientious objector to 
young people facing selective service. Pro- 
tluced jointly by AFSC and other religious 
ant1 pe:ice organizations, the film describes 
the three positions a C.O. may take: alter- 
native civilian service, non-combatant ,rnili- 
tary duty or  the non-registrant posltlon. 
"Alternatives" is narrated by Don Murray, 
a Brethren C.O. and well-known actor. The 
film combines tlrawings with live action se- 
quences of C.O.'s performing alternative 
scrvlce. It is scheduled for release during 
November. The running time is about 23 
mlnutes. 

"Rnrpali," a new documentary color film 
set in 1:astcrn India, shows a Quaker self- 
help project being carried on in 44 villages. 
Ag;~inst n backtlrop of traditional Indian 
music, the film shows Western and Indian 
project members working with villagers. 

New Pabliaations 

SEEING TIIINGS ANEW-1959 summer and 
year-round AFSC projects for young peo- 
ple of college age (8 panel folder) 
WEEKEND INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE UNITS- 
service opportuqities through several regional 
ofices for young people over 18 to work in 
mental hospitals ( 8  page folder) 
HIGH SCFIOOL SEMINARS-1959 seminar pro- 
gram at the UN and in Washington (aflyer) 
AUTUMN REPORT FROM THE MATERIAL AIDS 
PROGRAM-Stories of families from Hungary, 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Italy receiving AFSC 
help. 
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