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AN INTERVIEW: AFSC WORK IN EUROPE AND ISRAEL 

C o t ~ ~ ~ t l t ~ t i o t ~  1t.it11 xtiio t t ~ e t ~ ~ h c ~ r ~  o\~~r.se,iis took C11nrle.s Rcocl, 
AFSC's  forcigr~ .sc,rl~icc~ trssocintc, .\cJcrctirry, t o  Illtrope crnd 
Isrc~el for t\r'o t?~ot~t l i . s  lost fall .  

Sotnc oJ  11i.s oh.vcr\*crtions ore reported it1 the it~tc,r\,ii~\t~ 
h ~ l o \ r ~ .  

Q. Three AFSC staff memhers worked recently in Yugo- 
slavia. What  were they doing? 

A. They were working with Hungarian refugees in camps. 
Our three staff members wcrc on short-term assignment to 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Kcfugces. That 
was the only agency recognized for work in Yugoslavia. 
Since most other groups were busy with the emigration of 
refugees from Yugoslavia, we atldressed ourselves to other 
needs of the refugccs while they wcrc waiting for emigration 
possibilitics. So our staff members tackletl thc immediate wcl- 
fare nceds. 

Q. Now the refugee problem in Yngoslavia is solved. Is  
that  correct? 

A. Yes. Virtually all thc Hungarian rcfugecs that went to 
Yugoslavia - nearly 20,000 - havc hcen moved to other 
countries. 

Q. How many settled in Yuxoslaria? 
A. About 630. 
Q .  Do Friends hare  any other plans to continue work in 

Yugoslavia now that this project is complete? 
A. Yes. We are giving help to a Ccntcr for the Rchabilita- 

tion of the Physically Handicapped. Our first step was to 
arrange for the director and a doctor of the Yugoslav Center 
to visit similar institutions in Austria. Going a stcp further, 
we have sent a British Quakcr occupational therapist to join 
their staff for six months. The  stafT of the Center is most 
anxious to havc her help and advice. 

Beyond the help to  the Ccntcr, we hope to have the con- 
tinued participation of Yugoslavs in our  Conferences for 
Diplomats ant1 our Scminar programs. 

Q. What is the AFSC doing to meet refugee needs in Aus- 

A mother in an Italian village feeds her child food given by 
American manufacturers and sent abroad by the AFSC. Other 
gifts of clothing and material aids are also sent to Italy. 

tri;i? They're no longer in the headlines, and \re ;ire inclined 
to forget. 

A. Austria has r c f ~ ~ g c c s  who have heen there for rii;lnv 
vears as will he sonic ol the nc\ver rcfupecs \\,ti(> came 1 roni 
Hungary last year. We :rssist individualc and  faniilics from 
both groups. We havc loan programs that can help a cralt\- 
man or  professional man or f;irnier get startctl in husines.; or 
employment. Whcn people seek to settle in new communi- 
ties, they nced a gootl deal of help and counseling which our 
stalf members can give. c.otrtit~rrc~il o t r  / ~ t r , y ( ,  -3 

QUAKER UN PROGRAM PRESSES PEACE ISSUES 
1958 will be a crucial year in United Nations disarmamcnt 
negotiations. There is growing demand that the major 
powers conclude some agreement as a concrete step toward 
lessening tensions and creating conditions of peace. Through 
the Quakcr U N  program. whose oficcs arc in the shadow 
of the impressive UN heat lq~~arters  on the East River in 
New York City, the AFSC will work in a variety of ways 
for this first stcp to  a more peaceful world. 

In late 1957, Sydney Bailey, director of the Quaker U N  
program. reportetl that there Iiatl been a scth:ick as n result 
of the suspension of the London disarmament talks that 
lasted through the spring and summer. He felt then that 
"for the time being at  any rate. the Soviet Union is not 
greatly intercstcd in serious negotiations on disarmament." 
Early this year, however, the Russians, in spite of their star- 
tling tlcvclopmcnts in thc missile ficltl, wcrc pressing for a 
new U N  commission on disarmament, meeting in public pcr- 

manent session. Russia has consistently asketl for ;in agrec- 
ment to ban nuclear tests, without waiting for ;isrccmcnt on 
other disarmament questions. 

T o  keep abreast of the events :is they take place in thc 
United Nations ancl to h r i n ~  Friends' concerns I'nr world 
peace. disarmament. good will and understanding to the in- 
ternational body, the Quaker UN progr;ini wa\ organi7etl 
in 1947. Contact has been maintained with United Nations 
delegates and mcmhcrs of the Secretariat through work of  
staff in New York. as well as through the Quakcr Intcrna- 
tional Centers in Paris. Gencva :ind elsewherc. 

The program is sponsored by the American Fricnrls: Serv- 
ice Committee under arrangement with the Fricncls World 
Committee for Consultation which has UN status as a non- 
governmental organization. The ofliccs arc loc:itccl on the 
sixth floor of the Carncgic International Center. ;icro\s the 
street from United Nations Plaza on 46th Street. Quaker 

corltitl~tc~rl or1 p t r y ~  .I 



. . . communication is vital . . . 
Dear Friends: 

Pfiilndelphia, Pa.  
March,  1958 

One of the advantages the AFSC enjoys from its nation- 
wide and world-wide network of offices and its far-flung 
correspondence is an extensive, though informal, system of 
communication. 

Letters come in to  Philadelphia daily bringing words of 
cheer and encouragement, suggestions and criticisms, and 
frequently concerns o r  ideas for new Quaker endeavor. In 
turn, we can occasionally offer suggestions to our wide- 
spread "family." 

Communication is vital for a healthy society, though 
language barriers and semantics continue to plague us. While 
we work hard to create better tools for  communication we 
need to seek the bases for deeper understandings that are  
increasingly a prerequisite for survival. 

The  AFSC seeks to  foster this rapport among the world's 
diverse inhabitants in a number of ways. Personal contact 
builds mutual appreciation of cultural and religious values. 
Thus we arrange and encourage international work camps 
and seminars for youth and conferences for adults. 

Regional office programs and contacts enable us t o  em- 
phasize the responsibility of all American citizens to act on 
vital issues. When they cannot d o  it themselves, we seek on 
their behalf opportunity to  express religious concerns to 
harried government officials. This is a part of the essence of 
freedom and democracy. 

Occasionally the AFSC speaks publicly, reflecting a deep 

corporate concern. Thus, in a recent six-point statement the 
AFSC called upon the United States to abandon the race for  
military superiority and, instead, put its "faith in the strength 
of freedom and the power of righteousness." 

W e  also said, "This new approach would involve enor- 
mous risks. But they are not as great as those involved in 
continuing to balance on the knife edge of terror. Recogniz- 
ing man's capacity for evil, we must seek to reinforce his 
God-given capacity for good." 

We hope such statements will focus attention on the issues 
with greatest human significance and encourage others to 
speak their convictions. (Copies of the statement are avail- 
able on request.) 

In this nuclear age we must be right and morally sound 
in whatever we say, o r  do, o r  think. The margin for error 
has disappeared. So every one must keep prayerfully before 
himself the urgency of bearing some relevant responsibility 
in the complex interplay of international affairs. 

You can help the AFSC with your volunteer assistance 
and counsel. Can we help you? 

Sincerely yorcr friend, 

&%.% Executive Secretary 

Help For Latin Americans 

A second workshop on problems of Spanish- 
speaking people was held in Austin, Texas, in 
February. The AFSC-sponsored programs 
were supported by grants from a foundation. 

The second workshop was held for profes- 
sional workers and businessmen and had both 
Anglo and Latin Americans as participants. 
The first workshop was planned to help pro- 
fessional workers understand more of the cul- 
tural characteristics, mental attitudes, customs 
and historical hackground of the Spanish- 
speaking residents. 

Among the problems recognized by the 
workshops were those of agency orientation 
toward Anglo-Americans, con~munications 
between cultural groups, bilingual education, 
majority opposition to  integration, jobs and 
housing, and minority leadership needs. 

Interest of agency personnel led to organi- 
zation of a conversational Spanish class for 
these workers and plans for workshops for 
other community groups. 

Days OF Discovery Packet 

The Educational Materials for Children pro- 
gram has published Packet 111 of "Days of 
Discovery." ( 2 5  cents each) Materials for the 
period from February through May are in- 
cluded. They cover holidays and events such 
as Valentine's Day, Passover, Easter, Mother's 
Day and special birthdays. Among the proj- 
ects for children is one for making and filling 
ditty bags for children confined by illness. 
Materials suggest ways of sharing seeds with 
American Indian children and books with mi- 

erant children. A new ~ r o i e c t  encourages New Publications 
stamp collecting to help build wells in lndia. 

ANNUAL REPORT-A 16-page booklet describ- 

Visual Aids ing the work of the AFSC during 1957. A 
four-page condensation is also available. 

QUAKER VISIT TO POLAN-A black and whitc WORK AND STUDY FOLDER - An illustrated 
slide set reporting on the 1957 Quaker Mission folder describing summer and year-round pro- 
to Poland. The 23-minute mesentation has grams cO1lege-age young people. ~- - - -  ~ 

commentary by William Edgerton, a member FACT SHEET-(February Issue)-A one-page 
of the delegation. "newspaper" giving times, places and costs of 

youth projects scheduled for the coming sum- 
LOVE IS THE FIRST MOTION - An historical mer. ~--.- 

slide set describing the AFSC and those who EAST-WEST SEMINARS-A flyer giving details 
have worked with it. A taped commentary of international student seminars in the United 
runs 13 minutes. States. 

B E Q U E S T S  

The AFSC has friends that the organization may never know. 
But friends of this kind have their own personal satisfactions. They know the AFSC 

and are content to be known by it when their bequests are revealed. 
A recent bequest was made known to the Committee when the mails arrived with a 

check for $2,500. I t  was partial payment of a sum expected to reach about $10,000. 
The donor lived in New York City, but as far as can be determined, she was not re- 

lated to any office of the AFSC during her lifetime. Yet, she was sufficiently informed 
to suggest a use of the funds. 

Her will asked that the funds "be used or applied for the rehabilitation of European 
children." If a t  any time "such use . . . be deemed impractical" the board of directors 
may apply it to other purposes, "whether similar or dissimilar." 

The finance committee recommended its use for work in Germany and Italy and with 
Hungarian refugees. 

Some donors, known to the Committee, surprise the organization in their final be- 
quests. Such was the case of the donor who had regularly contributed $5 to the Com- 
mittee for 22 years. She gave the organization $33,000 in her bequest. She had worked 
abroad for the Service Committee after World War  I. 

AFSC BULLETI? 



AFSC WORK IN EUROPE AND ISRAEL 
cotttinued from page I 

Q. W h a t  about  t h e  thousands  of ref -  
ugees in  Germany-people who've been 
the re  since World W a r  11. A r e  Quakers 
continuing programs the re?  

A. We work with refugees in Ger- 
many, but we are doing somc othcr 
things also. As in Austria we arc heip- 
ing refugees relocate and settle in arcas 
of industrial and commercial employ- 
ment. This has bccome a far-flung un- 
dcrtakine. Thcre is interviewine to be 

t icipate in A F S C  programs in  o ther  
countries? 

A. We are, of course, looking for- 
ward to Polish studcnts taking part In 
seminars elsewhere in Europe. We are 
also inviting some to come to the United 
States for seminars here. We hope that 
some of the Polish foreign service of- 
ficers will take part in our Confercnces 
for Diplomats, as they have in preced- 
ing ycars. 

done in i a v a r i a n  camps. We &st co- Q. Overseas work camps  seem t o  ordinate job o ~ ~ o r t u n i t i e s  through our haye great attraction for young people. Munich ofice 2nd make job placements \Yhat is the outlook for this summer? there and through offices in Stutteart 
and Cologne. A. We are ulannine c a m ~ s  aeain in - 

Europe, ~srael '  and ~ a ~ a n .  kbo;t 100 4. Does the AFSC have other pro- American volunteers will go to them. 
g r a m s  in Germany? Manv other vouniz ueonle of manv na- '. 

A. Our School Affiliation Service is tioniitics wiil pa<iidipitc in the varlous 
a n  active undertaking not only in Ger- countries. 
many but also in France, England, Hol- 
land, Italy, Japan and. of course, thc Staff I s  Enthusiastic 
united ~ i a t e s . '  Using Germany as an While I was in Europe I found our 
example' it is that staff enthusiastic about the prospects helps German and American students 
and teachers to understand each othcr for the coming year. They regret 
better, but it also enables Germans to that they cannot accept all the appli- 

understand their neighbors Both cantswho'd like to come. It would take 

studcnts and teachers uarticiuate in es- a much bigger program to do that. 

change visits and also' take part in in- 
ternz~tional conferences which the SAS 
sponsors. 

We are very pleased by the response 
to this program on the part of the Euro- 
pean school authorities. The interest 
continues steadily. 

Centers Continue 
Q. W h a t  o ther  in teres ts  do you have 

in Germany? 

A. A continuing interest of ours is 
the neighborhood centers, which we 
have sponsored since 1947. They con- 
tinue to develop and deepen their roots 
in the communities they serve. We are 
progressively withdrawing our  financial 
support but with the assurance that the 
work will continue to be supported 
from local resources. 

Q. The  repor ts  from t h e  Quaker  
Mission t o  Poland of l a s t  summer  h a r e  
been enlightening. Will those contacts 
he followed u p ?  

A. Yes. as far as circumstances per- 
mit. We hope to hold a seminar In Po- 
land this summcr-as we d ~ d  last sum- 
mer. A further extension of our work 
will he the Quaker work camp in Po- 
land for which wc arc now arranging. 
T h ~ s  will he the fir5t in 10 years. 

Q. Do you expect any  Poles t o  par-  

SPRING 1958 

Q.  The  AFSC is sending sizable 
amounts  of mater ia l  aid t o  Italy. Did 
you see  how they a r e  used? 

A. Yes, I w:rs much imprcsscd by thc 
important contribution which thc mntc- 
rial aids make, not only in ameliorating 
the physical needs of the communitics 
but also in developing a sense of intli- 
vidual rcsponsihility for community 
problems. In the Italian communitics. 
which we are  helping with clothing, 
food and matcrial gifts, local commit- 
tees select the recipients on the basis of 
need, rathcr than of family relation- 
ship, political o r  religious affiliation. 
The care with which these committees 
work is indeed outstanding, and the 
scrupulous records which thcy keep en- 
able them t o  account for every single 
item which is distributed. Thus, the 
goods arc an invigorating factor both 
in broadening participation in commu- 
nity affairs and in creating a heightened 
sense of civic responsibility. 

The  kinds of material gifts have 
played an important part in self-help 
endeavors in various communitics. In 
Sardinian villages I saw rooms, othcr- 
wise unusahlc. which had been madc 
into attractive classrooms through thc 
use of the paint which AFSC has sent. 
Linoleum contributed to AFSC by 
American manufacturers covers the 
floors of clinics, helping in the maintc- 

nancc o f  sanitary rooms for the csami- 
nation of patients. The yard goods 
which the Committee has sent arc used 
for training classes in tailoring and scw- 
ing, and the clothing which is produced 
by the classes is, in turn, distrihutcd to 
needy persons in the communities. 

Q. W e  have  ear l ier  mentioned Con- 
ferences f o r  Diplomats. J u s t  wha t  a r e  
Quakers  t ry ing  t o  achieve in t h e  con- 
ferences? 

A. This past year we hcld three Con- 
ferences for Diplomats, two in Europe 
and one in Asia. Our  purposc is to bring 
together people in diplomatic scrvice ol 
various countries, inviting them to par- 
ticipate as individuals rathcr than as 
reprcsentativcs ol thcir countrics. I n  
these meetings they can consicler fun- 
damental problems common to all thc 
world's people. By having such mcct- 
ings free from the public attention, 
which usually attaches to gatherings of 
diplomatic representatives, we seek to 
offcr an occasion in which they may 
discover ways in which national inter- 
ests and international responsihilitics 
can be brought into harmony. 

The Common Factor 

Q. I n  the  var ie ty  of services offered 
by AFSC around the  world, what  do 
you consider t o  he the  common dcnoni- 
inator?  

A. In my view the great factor coni- 
mon to all AFSC work is that at our 
best we scem to succecd in touching thc 
lives and spirits of pcople in many coun- 
tries. We engage in various avcnucs of 
servicc, somc involving the meeting of 
matcrial needs of people, others scek- 
ing to  foster an understanding hetwccn 
peoples of different groups and nations. 
licgardlcss of thc particular type of pro- 
gram, our staff in many instances has 
heen able t o  encourage. to support. and 
to extend the outreach of pcrsons and 
groups who are engaged in constructivc 
work in many parts of the world. 

Conferences for Diplomats in Europe and 
Asia permit free and unpublicized ex- 
changes between persons with varied 
views on world issues. 

Lloyd f?oilr? 
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QUAKER U N  PROGRAM 
c.or~ririrrcr/ /rorn page I 

House, which serves as the residence 
of the program director as well as a 
place for quiet, off-the-record discus- 
sions with UN delegates and staff, is 
located nearby on East 48th Street. Fa- 
cilities at Quaker House do not permit 
large gatherings, so meetings there arc 
generally small, involving a luncheon, 
a tea o r  ;in intimate dinner gathering. 

Staff members spend considerable . . . . . . . . . . 
time in conversations with delegates in Members of !he 
the and offices of the UN Team a t  the United Nations arrange many 
headquarters. They attend meetings of to explore the issues of 
U N  committees dealing with matters of peace with delegates. 
particular interest to Friends. Informa- 
tion gathcrcd in this manner is digested, 
interpreted and passed on to interested 
groups and persons, aiding them to 
kecp nhrcast of significant UN affairs. 
The short and long-range effect of the 
staff's work is impossible to  assess. 
They d o  not. as Sydney Bailey recently 
said, "adopt rigid positions on contro- 
versial political, economic and social 
issues." They d o  operate, however, on 
the assumption that "a religiously in- 
spired and realistic approach by non- 
governmental organizations is an esscn- 
tial ingrcdicnt in the complex process 
of intcrnational decision-making." 

Each year as the General Assembly 
is in session the regular program staff 
is augmented by Friends from the 
United States and abroad. Durine the ., 
1956-57 sessions, staff had the assist- 
ance of Marguerite Czarnccki, assistant 
clcrk of France Yearly Mccting; Dun- 
can Wood, a British Friend, who is the 
dcsignatcd Quaker representative on 
leavc as director at the U N  European 
olTicc. Gcneva: William Barton, sccre- 
tary of the British Friends Service 
Council; Arthur Dorland, honorary 

American Friends Service Committee 
2 0  S. 12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Ile A M F I ~ I C A N  FRIENDS SERVICE TC~,MITTFF, a Quaker org:lniza- 
tion, attcrnlits t o  relieve human suf- 
ferin!: :~nd  to  e;lse tensions between 
indivitluals. groups o r  nations. We be- 
lieve there is that of Got1 in every 
man,  and that love in action can 
overcome hatred, prejudice ant1 fear. 

Our  work is open to  anyone rc- 
gartlless of race, religion o r  nationality. 
M'e depend upon your contributions. 
Checks may he sent t o  the American 
Friends Scrvice Committee a t  any of 
its offices. 

chairman of the Canadian Friends 
Service Committee and Errol Elliott of 
the Five Years Meeting of American 
Friends. 

During the recent session, the 
Quaker ~ntcrnational team consisted of 
Kiyoshi Ukaji, Japanese economist and 
clerk of Japan Yearly Meeting; Stella 
Alexander, newly appointed secretary 
of the East-West Committee of London 
Yearly Meeting; Harry Beer, principal 
of Pickering College, Ontario, Canada; 
and Fcrncr Nuhn. a writer, of Pacific 
Yearly Meeting. The staff was espc- 
cially fortunate to have Kiyoshi Ukaji 
attending a portion of the first year in 
which Japan had takcn her place as a 
member of thc United Nations. 

Help Given Visitors 

Another major function of the 
Quakcr Unitcd Nations program is in 
helping visitors get an appreciation of 
the United Nations by assistance with 
guided tours through U N  headquarters, 
briefing sessions, seminars and confer- 
ences on international affairs. Visitors 
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to  the Quaker program range from high 
school students to delegations of pastors 
from churches and meetings. Groups 
of college studcnts come through one 
of the various activities arranged by 
AFSC's College program. Friends vis- 
iting the United States from abroad o r  
distant states often drop in during a day 
spent in New York. From September 
1956 through December 1957 a total 
of 940 persons came in contact with 
the Q U N P  through one of these ways. 
Some groups may charter a bus and 
spend a day o r  two in New York visit- 
ing the United Nations, making use of 
QUNP staff and facilities in order to 
make their visit more meaningful. A 
group of 37, mostly from Iowa and ad- 
joining states, camc to New York for 
three days on such a tour last fall. 

Special Seminars Held 

During 1956-57 the Quaker U N  
program cxpcrimentcd with spccial 
seminars organized for delegates and 
members of the Secretariat. One recent 
seminar had a scientist to talk to  a small 
group of delegates on the dangers of 
radiation. 

The staff will continue to  work in 
quiet ways for peace. Bringing persons 
from conflicting groups o r  delegations 
together in thc quict atmosphere of 
Quaker House may be beneficial in 
seeking solutions to  difficult problems. 
As the program helps visitors to under- 
stand the complexities of the Unitcd 
Nations, citizen support for the organi- 
zation will grow. As staff members kecp 
a close watch on developments at the 
debates and committee meetings in U N  
headquarters, thcy will continue to per- 
form a valuable function in pipe-lining 
information to and from Friends and 
others concerned with the central 
problems of peacemaking. 
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