


Tbk year the American Friends Service Comrnittce submits a much briefer 
Annual Report, although there has been no reduction in its activities and no diminish- 
ing of appeals for its help. The briefer report is made both for economy and to allow 
thc thousands who take part in the Committee's work to more quickly review the 
year. 

It is ncver within the Cornmittcc's power to make a complete progress report. 

I Many of the heart-stirring aspectc that are  the essence of AFSC service cannot be 
compressed into a report. It is also hard to be brief because of the extent and diver- 
sity of the work. This extensiveness is not because of any selfish desire to "lay field 
to ficlcl." It is because the Committee tries always to be tenderly sensitive to suffering 
and to hold wide the door to all who seek to carry out through AFSC some work 
they are deeply moved to undertake. 

In 16 pages compared to 32 or 36 pages economy has been accomplished. It is 
hopcd that this is a more satisfactory report in other ways. More detailed informa- 
tion on any activities will be gladly sent. A reply card is attached for convenience. 
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T H E  B U S I N E S S  O F  O U R  L I V E S  

38th Annual Repor t  
A m e r i c a ~  Friends Service, Committee, 

Millions of Americans in the early part of the year receive reports from businesses 
in which they have invested. This 38th annual report of the American Friends Service 
Committee is also an investment report-but the investments are not for personal profit 
and the reader will find here no mention of "net income after taxes paid" or "avail- 
able for dividends-per share." The assets include not only cash-the generous gifts 
large and small of individuals or of foundations dedicated to like ideals-but also less 
"liquid" though spiritually solid assets. These include the contributions of clothing and 
other gifts in kind, tons of surplus food, and the devoted labor--volunteer or on a 
maintenance basis-of hundreds of individuals. 

This is an investment not listed on the stock exchange or advertised by the stock 
brokers. It is, however, based in one sense on the motive of profit-not for oneself but 
for humanity as a whole. Our commodity reaches only a tiny share of the marke.t of 
need, for it is nothing less than good will adapted to the multiform human problems of 
our world. 

While our activities change from time to time, as any one year's report will indi- 
cate, a basic and continuous, if not easily articuIated philosophy runs through the years 
of our history since the Committee's founding in 1 91 7. 

It is not a new philosophy of the past year or of the last 38 years. It goes back 
into three centuries of Quaker experience and into 19 centuries of Christian experi- 
ence. It is also found expressed in Jewish, Greek and oriental cultures by spiritual 
spokesmen for God. It is the faith that men are made for brotherhood and not for 
strife; for mutual understanding and respect, not for dislike and suspicion; for whole- 
ness, not for division. It is the confidence that persona1 and collective well-being is de- 
pendent only in part on physical conditions. The issues of life are out of the heart. The 
practical help the American Friends Service Committee gives is successful and dividend- 
paying only as participants, donors and recipients learn more of mature harmony within 
themselves and with others. 



The Committee is perhaps above all an organ- 
ization experimenting in the field of human re- 
lations. The field takes in such familiar problems 
as race tensions, insecurity, intolerance, superi- 
ority, ignorance, personal frustration and even 

spiritual pride. 
1 v To adiust ~e r sons  in , 3 

segregated industries, 
offices, housing areas; to 
help schools achieve the 
democraticrunsegregated 

Tr/& 'I , life called for by early 
I\ and reaffirmed American 

- standards; to adopt per- / 'A - .  /. -- sons forcibly removed 
from their homes to fit 

4 : ' A  
L into life in new com- 

munities and to persuade 
their new neighbors to receive them; to educate 
sophisticated American youth through experience 
with the problems of job getting, of backward 
sanitation and culture, of handicapped persons in 
institutions; to rehabilitate war victims in Korea; 
to emancipate the illiterate in Italy; to identify 
ourselves with the pressured minorities, the dis- 
possessed, the unfortunate in sundry places-all 
these are bat  simiIar forms of a wider problem. 

T o  try to enter such situations with imagina- 
tion and patience and especially with direct per- 
sonal friendliness is the experience so often re- 
peated in such different forms-as activities listed 
in the second part of this report will show. 

We a11 know that in physical research whether 
I technical or medical, much has been done by 

devoted experimentation. In spite of the huge 
I I resources devoted to the fight against disease or 

I to the discovery of useful inventions much is 
still to be learned. But in the field of human re- 
lations where there is perhaps even more at stake 

I than in cancer research or in nuclear physics, the 
AFSC often finds itself grappling with problems 

I with fewer associates and lesser resources and 

' I  
Jess public understanding. Happily many of the 
best minds of our time are beginning to recognize 

I 

this imbalance and to reaFize the importance of 
our type of experimentation, limited though it is. 
Its value is under the circumstances quite out of 
proportion to its size. 

Before going into the changes in our activities 
during 1955, a word about the Committee's struc- 
ture may be in order. The staff this year has 
averaged 445 persons-in the national: headquar- 
ters in Philadelphia, in 13 regional offices and 
fieId staff in the United States, and AFSC ap- 
pointees in on-going projects In 13 foreign coun- 
tries. Besides continuous work in these countries, 
the Committee had a seminar in Yugoslavia, a 
Conference for Diplomats in Ceylon, and partici- 
pated in Friends Centers' work in Holland and 
Denmark, making a total of 17 foreign countries. 
Persons of many religious faiths are drawn to ex- 
press their beliefs in action through AFSC. 
Among the total staff about 38% are members 
of the Society of Friends. The Committee is often 
faced with more appeals for undertakings than 
its resources will meet. The search for personnel 
as well as financial support is a continuous one. 

The AFSC makes no door-to-door solicita- 
tions and sponsors no nation-wide fund cam- 
paigns. Ozrr representatives seek opportunities 
to explain our program but accept contributions 
only from persons genuinely interested in it. 
These number approximately 70,000 individual 
contributors, about half of whom give through 
our regional offices. 

Wider participation in planning and policy 
making was sought this yeas in two changes. 
The Executive Board was 
reorganized to provide 
for full participation by 
members from a wide 
geographical area .  A 
Representative Council 
made up of staff and 
committee members from 
national and regional 
offices was brought into 
being in January. 



This year the activities which centered in a re- W e  promoted setf-help among - 
gional ofice in Wichita were placed under ad- American Indians and stimufated 

1 ministration of the Des Moines regional office. public interest in them before a 
Most of the United States pro- new form of dispossession threat- 

grams are carried out through ened them. This year the AFSC 
cooperation of regional and na- increased this work. Much of it is 

I tional ofices. Some examples of devoted to developing leadership 

these are Internes in Cornmm- among the Indians themselves who 
ity Service, Job Opportunities, soon must face fulfillment of the 
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School Affiliation Service, Corn- U.S. government decision to ter- 
munity Peace Education. In addi- minate the reservations. 
tion regional offices undertake We have for long, as best we 
local programs in response to could, pleaded for the lifting of 
needs in their areas. Prison visita- all barriers that cut off commu- 

:"A -'I 
tion in California is an example. nication and keep men from knowing the simple 
It is not possible to state in each things of other men. T h i s  year our Iong-exerted 
instance the interplay of national effort to send a small group of Friends on a short 
and regional offices in this year's mission to Russia was accomplished, one slight 

brief cataloging of programs. instance of welcome relaxation of international 
There are areas where our pioneering efforts tensions. T h e  visitors had the opportunity to 

show a timeliness to some developments about worship with Russian church members and to 
us. W e  were active in the movement toward in- talk informally with many private citizens. 
tegration hefore the first Supreme Court decision Since we have always attempted to defend and 
on schools. This year we intensified our work in express the right of youth to choose between 
integrated housing, lest through this phase of peaceful constructive service and military serv- 
American life the first court decision be nulli- ice, it is appropriate that we have just undertaken 
Sied. With the second decision, and with the a new program which seeks through defense in 

i 
progress of school integration in our capital, we court to expand the legal concept of the rights of 
discontinued this work in Washington and re- conscience. W e  have witnessed at  home as well 
leased an experienced staff  member to advise as in some foreign countries how religious and 
southern schools in their efforts to see that "the socia1 values are menaced by curtailed freedom. 
right of every child'" is made possible "with good In trying to protect the best democratic tradi- 
faith . . . at the earliest practical date." tions of civil rights and legal procedure we are 

This year the Committee extended deeper into responding to an old Quaker concern. 
the South its experience gained over some ten Among the nameless hordes of the uprooted- 
years work in other communities establishing a sorrowful distinction of our century--the Com- 
the principle and the practice of hiring and pro- mittee this year broadened its work in Korea to 
moting on merit-without regard to race, creed include housing in the Kunsan area where our 
or national origin. A Job Oppor- work has been largely medical re- 
itunities office was opened in Baton habilitation and welfare. Mean- 
Rouge, La., and despite an early time with other concerned groups 
attempt at intimidation (breaking 

I 

. . we work to point the need for 
windows in the office) it keeps r .  liberalizing the stubborn immigra- 

to its task. P tion policy of the United States. 



Interest in Africa, comparatively new to AFSC 
but not to other Friends groups, is indicated by 
a commitment to send three persons for two 
years to a volunteer work camp in Kenya; ex- 
ploration of exchange of personnel with South 
Africa, and the visit made to that continent in 
1954-55 by two Friends under the leadership 
visitation program. 

Increasingly in recent years we have attempted 
nnt merely to be friends but to create the at- 
mosphere in which friendship can grow, and to 
do so if not "at the summit," at  least not exclu- 
sively at  the grass roots. If there is a service to 
the most needy there is also a service to the most 
responsible. Plans are under way to extend to 
U.N. delegation members the pattern established 
in the Washington seminars for groups of gov- 
ernment executives and congressmen. T h e  Con- 
ferences for Diplomats, previously held only in 
Switzerland, this year were carried to Asia. Two 
studies in this general field were published: 
"Speak Truth to Power" and "The Future De- 
velopment of the United Nations." 

The Committee continues its reconciling work 
on both sides of the. Arab-Israel conflict through 

practical projects in Jor- 
RRzk dan and Israel. This sum- 

purposks and activities of 
the Committee with thought-provoking ideas 
significant to our daily life was begun this year 
with a series of educational programs carried by 
as many as 187 radib stations. 

mer a special representa- 
tive was sent to the area to 
explore medical needs, 
and a staff member was 
sent in an effort to help 
create understanding in 
the larger ~ r o b l e m s  of the 
area. 

An attempt to acquaint 
more persons with the 

O u r  gradual withdrawa1 of leadership and fi- 
nancial support from neighborhood centers in 
Germany and Japan over the past three years 
accelerated a little in 1955. 

The volume of rnatcrial aids was slightly less 
in out 1944-55 season than in the previous 
period. Needs En 1955-56 are expected to con- 
tinue at  the same Ievel. The generosity of count- 
less individuals, many organizations, of hotels, 
dnrg and textile manufacturers and others, which 
has made possible these gifts, is counted on t o  
meet needs in the year ahead. These supplies 
are used increasingly as an adjunct to other pro- 
grams. United States surplus commodities make 
up most of the food gifts. 

We record with satisfaction that some of our 
programs are terminating, either because the 
need has lessened, or because those involved 
have come to see chat to help themselves or their 
immediate neighbors is their own duty. We con- 
cluded the agricultural work in Tur'an, Israel, 
after arranging to sell the machinery to the Israel 
Ministry of Agriculture. The Ministry is opesat- 
ing the machinery on Tur'an lands and plans to 
sell it to the village if a cooperative is formed. 
Our  years of woA there resulted in a noticeable 
increase in village income, crop yields and inter- 
est in modern fanning methods. In Gemany 
refugee services have been concerned especially 
with helping families leave the sordid, hated 
camps. This year a grant to AFSC from the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (and to 
him from the Ford Foundation) came to an end. 
O u r  own funds will continue next year to some 
German agencies with which we have cooperated 
in refugee work. 

Work among Latin Americans in T e x a s  i s  car- 
ried on with local guidance and support as the 
year closes. The return there of a full-time AFSC 
worker depends on finding some one qualified, 
as well as on procuring additional funds. 



In general the work has accelerated its trend 
from emergency into Tong-haul programs effect- 
ing basic change-as in India and Jordan, as in 
housing and job opportunities. Rut even these 
continuous problems tend to become more in- 
sistent a n d  we cannot suppose that time may not 
bc running out. 

If in some respects it sccrns that at the close of 
1955 we find ourselves more with the current, or 
at  least less against it than has sometimes been 
our situation, we welcome t h e  opportunities that 
lie before us. 

Two years ago our report closed with the chal- 
lenge to d o  "the best things in the worst times." 

As this report is prepared much is in the air to 
make the times appear somewhat less threatening. 

If in war and desperate distress we have felt 
called to hold a realistic optimism and to impIe- 
ment it by deeds of faith, now is not the time to 
be Iess daring. 

For us today the challenge must be to still 
better things in better times. 

{THE COMMITTEE'S CURRENT PROGRAMS ore idetltified in tbe h 

I 
following pages 3t i s  not possihfe here to describe these l i t r ing,  cbanqing 
services. Rere is only a skeleton. We cannot show the flesh and blood 
that give these programs streng~b-the hundreds o/ persons roho carry 

tbem on at individual, community, national and intern~tional fetlefs nor 
can we shour the faith f hat dives I hem hrearh-indicaled by the prayers, 
encouragement and financial qif ss of tl?ousa~ds u~bo helipt>e I he world 
can he made a better place. 3uller reports may be obta i~ed  upon request. 

f 

In KOREA 17 Quaker workers of four nationalities 
carry on a four-pronged endeavor-housing, med~cal 
rehabilitation, welfare work and community educa- 
tion. 

In 1935, 30 earthblock houses were built for Kun- 
san refugees; 100 will be built in  1956, a tiny begin- 
nlng for decent living for 33,000 Koreans stranded 
in make-do shacks. 

In a restored Kunsan hospitaI emphasis is on tu- 
berculosis treatment. traininp technicians and nurse " 
aids, raising standards of practice. Hundreds of 
Koreans benefit dally from drugs, medical service. 
Snlints for nolio victims are made in the brace s h o ~  

ting, weaving; small loans for shops such as bean- 
curd, tailoring, dry-cleaning; livestock and poultry to 
help income and diet. 

Education aid that began with supplies to refugee 
schooIs spread to teachers institutes, nucleus of a puh- 
lic lihrary-first in Kunsan, a city of 110,000-and a 
l~teracy training course for 30 teachers. 

and amputee5 are trained in this skill. 
One aspect of t h e  welfare work is training widows, 

who do not customariIy remarry and who, separated 
by war from their families, face a dismal future. Many 
are set on their feet through training in  sewing, knit- 



A towering hydro-electric dam is an inspiring sight, 
a symbol of progress. T o  a viIIager in its shadow it 
mcans aIso Iearnirrp the difficult new and giving up  
the beloved old, calling for adjustments in his deepest 
inward life. In three countries the AESC givcs special 
attention to btirnnn r e l r l ~ j o ~ r ~ h i p ~  under the stress and 
strain of technical change. This work is  longterm, 
showing only minor changes in a given year. 

In JORDAN the Committee works in five villages 
in a rnuunta~nous area, predominantly Moslem. This 
gear. the second, villagers' interest in new ideas and 
methods has increased encouragingly. For example, 
mcrnbcrs of the recently- formed credit society showed 
real Icadership in buiIding a road-the hrst into the 
village usable by motor vehicles. Agricultural work 
was broadened to include dernonstwtion of wheat 
growing, pruning, improved breeding and housing of 
chickens, goats, rabbits, bees. Four young Arabs were 
trained as multi-purpose workers, living in the villages 
making a dircct and continuous link with the people. 

The fiveyear village work in ISRAEL was this year 
turned ovcr to government and villagers. 

In ITALY AFSC helps several Italian organizations, 
chiefly thc Union for the Struggle Against Illiteracy 
( U N L A ) ,  in the hard work of pspchological and 
economic development of blighted southrrn Italy. 
UNLA has some 40 ccnters where 10,500 Italians 
learn rcading and writing, better farming, new skiIIs, 
cooperative methods. Onc worker wrote: "'I rernern- 
ber the reading class, an old man standing proudly 
Iike a first-grader, rcading haltingly a simple essay 
. . . there were not enough books; gnarled oId hands 
sharcd readers with young ones." 

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS are run by and for 
thc neighbors In Darmstadt, Frankfurt, Wuppertal 
and Berl~n, Germany; In Tokyo and Mito, Japan; in 
Acre, Isracl, and in Dacca, Pakistan. 

The  Germall centers have increasingly acquired local 
direction and support. All but Berlin now have Ger- 
man directors. Three centers in Japav, continuing to 
receive some financial support from AFSC, now are 
pitided and staffed by Japanese. The center at Acre, 
Israel, while servrng mainly Arabs, seeks to help them 
and their Jewish fellow-citizens know and appreciate 
cach other. In Dacca, East Pukis/a)z, university stu- 
dents are leaders and participants at the Center with 
British, German and Pakistani staff. 

An I~tdidn village 
u~nrker mahes her 
rot tnd~.  

In INDIA two programs, one centered at Barpall in 
Orissa, the other at Rasulia in Madhya Pradesh, reach 
into about  56 villages. New undertakings included a 
health cooperative, supervised credit, additional 
schooIs and experiments with new type wells. AII are 
part of  work touching every phase of v~llagc life- 
agriculture, animaI husbandry, health, education, dairy- 
ing, cooperatives and activities for women. 

In work with REFUGEES, about 325 were brought 
out of camps and stagnation in Germat?y when jobs 
were found for them. These and their dependents 
together totaling neatly 800 thus emerged into in- 
dividual home5, self respect and their normal place 
in society. Small loans helped many, skilled in trade, 
to set up in business. For these and other German 
projects and for some of the Austria work, AFSC has 
received funds through the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees. In Ar~stria AFSC placed I03  refugee 
students In part-time jobs; made small, revolving loans 
to refugee farmers. In Paris the Friends Center's 
counscl~ng, job placement and material aid reached 
some 250 refugees monthly. In  the Unifed S!n/c.r, 
AFSC in cooperation with Friends Meetings found 
sponsors for 148 families. The Committee serves as 
a source of information and cooperates with national 
and international groups seeking more Iiberal rnrgra- 
tion policies. 

MATERIAL AIDS serve as an expression of Amer- 
ican reqponse to a continuing need. AFSC sent 664 
tons of clothing, bedding, soap, drugs, fabrics, yarn 
and other items to Austria. France, Germany. Italy, 



VOLUNTARY WORK CAMPS. in the United States 
.and abroad, bring together In work and discussion 
young peopte of many nationalities. One  hundred six 
young men and women including 15 from abroad at- 
tended six camps in the United S1ate~-at Bcllingharn, 
Wash.; Crown Point, $.M.; Nett Lake, Minn.; Potter 
County, Pa.; St. Helena Island, S.C., and Richmond, 
'Va. Over~eas AFSC work camps were held in Aus- 
tria, Germany, Israel and Japan. AESC sent 104 
Americans to these and camps of other organizations 
in 18 countries of Europe and the M~ddle  East, and 
in Algeria and Haiti. Nine Japanese went to a Hong 
Kurlg camp. 

The AFSC is sending three men for two years to a 
work camp in Kenya, East Africa, which will erect 
cottages for TB convalescents of the American Friends 
Board of Missions Hospital at Kairnosi. 

SCHOOL AFFILIATION SERVICE Iinks 227 
Arnerlcan and foreign schools, careluily paired for 
stimuIating exchange of students, teachers, classroom 
projects, ideas and enthusiasms. Schools in England, 
France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Japan and the 
United States participate. This year a Gerrnany-France- 
United States afiliatron was Initiated. In 1955, 28 
high school students were exchanged. The  annuaI 
inrernatfonaI conference for teachers was herd in 
Germany. 

EDUCATIONAL MAT €RIALS FOR CHILDREN 
provide printed resources for parents and leaders of 
cliitdren from 6 to 12 years old. Friends Meetings. 
churches, schools, Scouts, Camp Fire GirIs, 4-H clubs 
and other groups are helped to understand foreign 
!an& and how outsiders view America. New pam. 
phlcts include "Springime is Sharing Time," "Sum- 
mer Service," "It's Hallowe'en," "Christmas Sharing." 

la MEXICO and EL SALVADOR 242 young 
people expressed their good w ~ l l  through voluntary 
practical work in underdeveloped areas. In  Mexrto 
participants of 14 nationalities worked in 10 villages. 
Under supervision of Mexican agencies and direTtors 
their work included spl~t t ing rock for a new school, 
digging irrigation canals, helping in a health clinic 
and initiating recreation and handicrafts. In El Sal- 
rjador two groups cooperated In a governmental ruraI 
coIonitation development in h o  communities, and a 
third assisted in r:construction of an earthquake- 

Volt~nteer  work campers of many lands work together 
to help bir~ld a school in Irrael. 

Members of INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE UNITS 
d~rectly and voluntarily shoulder the concern which 
rests on all of us for those who must be cared lor In 
state ~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n s .  Th~s summer I10 young persons 
worked in nine units in four different types of insti- 
tutions in seven states. 

Institutions incIuded five mental hospitals, one 
training school for the rnenlalIy retarded, a home for 
epileptics and two correctional schools for bop. 

In addition to a full work schedule as attendants o r  
assistant cottage parents, unit mcmbers provided many 
cxtra services for patients-ward parties, fieId games, 
rehgious services, choral singing-during off-duty 
hours. One group initiated an open house, inviting 
the community to the inst~tution. 

As INTERNES IN INDUSTRY or IN COMMUN- 
ITY SERVICE, 158 young people gained first-hand 
knowIcdge of our economlc and soc~al order through 
experience as regular workers. Internes in seven 
u n ~  ts hved together and through discussron and study 
sessions, under qualified leaders, sought sound spirit- 
ual and moral approaches to the problems met on the 
job. Participants included 3 1 foreign students. Sum- 
mer units in industry were in Atlanta, Ga.; Louisvrlle, 
Ky.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Lynn, Mass., and Chicago, Ill. 
Summer and winter community service units worked 
in Chicaeo and in Oakland. Calif. These vounm nennl~  

L. . - . . , . . . . . c7 - - - - 
were exposed ta unemployment as well as employ- 
ment; they saw the effects of automation, and grasped 
somc of the impIications of the guaranteed annual 
wagc. In turn they touched the lives of hundreds of 
others with their convictions on matters of race, 
minorities, economic injustice. 



To those who as CONSCIENTIOUS OBJEC- 
TORS cannot accept military service, AFSC pves  in- 
divldual counsel~ng. Several hundred young men were 
so alded in  1955.  Many were visited in compulsory 
civilian work, in prison and in non-combatant 
military scrvice Thirty-one were accepted for alterna- 
tlvc service in AFSC projects. 

The RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE PROGRAMwas 
in~tiatcd this yeas. It will provide legal aid to those 
who need i t  because of conscfentious refusal to sign 
loyalty oaths, to conform to civil defense rules and 
to conform to other laws touching those matters which 
have traditionally been the concern of Friends. It also 
will p rov~dc  some financial help to those who have lost 
their income because of this stand. 

"SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER," fourth in a series 
of studics related to the responsibilities of Americans 
as cit~zens of one of the world's two dorn~nant powers, 
was published in June of this year. The 72-page study 
invites thoughtful men to look behind the labcl 
"pacifist" to examine the alternative policy set forth 
and the rcasons for believing that it offers greater 
hope and ~nvolves no greater risk than the present 
mil~tary policy. 

More than 25,000 copies have bccn distributed, 
hundreds of them to opinion-makers-editors, col- 
umnists, educators, congressmen, the military. Thc  
puhllcation also is used in the Committee's work of 
community peace education, as a basis of discussion 
of a non-viulent alternative ta international confl~ct. 

The SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION interprets 
among educators the relevance of spiritual and moral 
values to education. This has special importance in the 
unhealthy atmosphere produced by pressures for con- 
formity and rnil~tarizatlon. The Secretary also brings 
significant educat~onal trends to AFSC and relates 
them to the Committee's diversified activities. In 
1955 the Secretary inaugutated a series of letters on 
contemporary educational and religious issues. 

A mental hospitd pafrctlt tries occupa!ional lherapy 
helped hj, a menjber of at1 lns/ltutfolzd Servlte Utlit, 
work which darted with C.O.'s in World War 11. 

In HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES, the Committee 
seeks to make it possible for all Americans to live in 
communities that are whole and truly democratic. In 
Chicago, Philadelphia and Richmond, Calif., AFSC 
works with banks and insurance companies, rear estate 
dealers, builders and home owners to break down 
housing segregation patterns. Rigid and widespread 
exclusion of non-whites from rapidly growing '"subur- 
bia" heightens the urgency of thts work. In peculiarly 
depressed North Richmond, Calif., a neighborhood 
house attacks many community problems including 
housing. In Santa Clara County, Calif., a total com- 
rnunlty effort is made. It began with an integrated 
housing job, sponsored by the U.A.W.-C.I.O. A 
substantial contribution to this relatively uncharted 
field is "Equal Opportunity in Housing," a 38-page 
study made and published by the Comm~ttce. 

Work tc eliminate SEGREGATION in Washing- 
ton, D. C., especially In public schools, was ended I n l e ~ r i d e d  .rchonls depend an i n t e ~ r t e d  r~eighhor- 

after four years with the bcllef that AFSC efforts can hoorl'~. These good neighhnrs logether attend a good 

now be turned elsewhere. In tesmnse to demand, the school it? Gertnaniown, Pa. 



1.911 Aa~~rrcatj of I a p n u e ~ e  dercelz/, a mi~~orzip often 
denied ep4di oppor!irizitres, has been employed on 
her merit in a Chjcdgo hunk. 

JOB OPPORTUNlT lES have been opened in six 
cities-Chicago, Columbus, Dallas, Greensboro, N.C., 
Indianapolis and Philadelphia - through steadfast 
presentation to empIoyers of the principle of employ- 
ment solely on merit. In Chicago an average of 27 
calIs a month were made primar~ly to bank and insur- 
ance employers; in Dallas special effort was directed 
to retail stores; Greensboro staff work with nationaI 
industries which face segregated patterns in southern 
IocaIities; in Indianapolis w ~ d e  acceptance and finan- 
cial support for further effort have come from many 
sections of the business community; in Columbus, 
where the work dosed this year for lack of support, 
a new t e c h n i q u e t h e  management clinic-promoted 
the principle and methods of fair e ~ p l o y m e n t ,  In  
Baton Rouge, La., an office opened this year represents 
the Comm~ttee's first attempt to present employment 
on merit In the deep South. 

Progress in COOPERATIVE SELF-HELP 'HOUS- 
ING can be reported only on a zig-zag line. This 
endeavor startcd in 1952 in a slum Hock in Phila- 
delphia. One  hat§ of the block was modernized in 
1953 through the combination of labor contributed by 
the occupant owners and a mortgage issued by FHA 
which their cooperative corporat~on has assumed. A 
1974 change in the federal housing law delayed work 
on the second half block for nearly a year, but a re- 
.r.ersal of certain prov~sions in 1955 will enable thc 
project to proceed. 

Hundreds of LATIN-AMERICANS in Texas were 
better prepared for integration into their communities 
through citizenship and English classes. An AESC 
director served Dart of the war. The  work continues 

1 

through community volunteers. 

MEN IN PRISON for their conflict with society- 
one of America's most tormenting minorities-are the 
special conccrn of AFSC groups in California. Each 
volunteer, or man and wifc volunteer team, visits only 
one prisoner, building a llnsting friendship, helping 
him to a sense of belonging. 

Among INDlANS in Arizona on and near reserva- 
tions, AFSC searches for solutions to basic social and 
economlc problems. Here AFSC has helped Indians 
develop a credit union, a farmers coopcrative, a news- 
paper, and is making availahre an engineer to initiate 
small industries. In January a Quaker couple began 
lo apply similar services at the Pine Ridge, S.D., reser- 
vation. In Northern California a community center 
opened this year a t  Oakland. One staff erson travels 
through the area in a trailer visiting I n i a n r ,  helping 
them prepare lor  whatever termination of federal 
trusteeship may hold. Accumulatcd experience has in- 
dicated a positive direction which AFSC is formulat- 
ing in a statement on the moral issues involved, the 
validity of Indian culture, the historic obligation of 
government and the human rights and needs oh. aII 
concerned. 

An Interne in Communify Service learns prohlemr of The ecotrornic po.rsibilitics of niakfng rbdr rna~  from 
relocafing lernporary war hoi l~ing occlrpanfs, ofjen mesqtdite are explored by Arizona Indians and an 
minorilies excluded from normal marikelr. AFSC worker. 

at- 



COMMUNITY PEACE EDUCATION seeks to in- 
volve adults in ,community adion for peace; to help 
them trndcrstand America's relation to other coun- 
tries and accept personal responsibility here and now. 
Adult pcace education is a baqic element in the work 
oh alI the AFSC regional offices. Several reg-ions have 
begun to emphasrze year-round community action 
thrnugh local volunteers in addition to specla1 events 
centerjng around speakers. One  feature of the work 
is  to hclp provide an open, fair platform for the 
orderly expression of all points of view. In  1955, 18 
in~tituies k e r e  held, l a s h g  approximately a week, 
stressine issues in internat~onal relations. Eight of 
these &re for family groups. In  addition, 1 f week- 
end institutes and some 300 one-day conferences were 
held, all featuring the individual's immediate respon- 
s~b~l i ty .  "Speak Truth to Power,'" Committee ublt- f cation, ha9 served these groups in their search or al- 
ternatives to military might as the main source of 
security. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SEMINARS ask 
college age young people of many nations to face the 
problems of international understanding and to be- 
come acquainted with each other, by living and study- 
ing together. In  1955 three seminars were held in the 
United States, five in Europe and two fn Japan. In 
these some 300 students from a b u t  40 countr~es stud- 
ied "Sources of International Conflict and its Control." 
In Vienna a small seminar drew participants both from 
western countries and the W.S.S.R. and other East 
European nations. En Japan those who could not be 
acce ted far  summer seminars, as well as others, at- 
ten c f  ed a five-week lecture series on "Prospects of 
Democracy for Japan" at the Tokyo Friends Center. 

COLLEGE SECRETARIES visited about 300 cam- 
puses interpreting AFSC work. The secretaries have 
attempted to deepen the new reIigious awareness 
among students by stressing non-violent a!ternatives 
in international retations and better inter-group un- 
derstanding at home. An enthusiastic group of youth 
has been attracted to over 80 special events-Wash- 
ington and U.N. seminars, week-end work camps, in- 
stitute+where they have grappled with social, eco- 
nomic and spiritual problems. 

SPECIALIZED PEACE €DUCAT ION is carried on 
among church groups, labor organizations and Friends, 
and in cooperation with other national organizations 
at points of mutual concern. The  purpose is to help 
people take immediate action toward elimination of 
war. Through state and local church councils and 
individual churches, AFSC this year worked in 25 
states, holding conferences in 63 cities. With an ad- 
visory committee from iahor organizations, AFSC ad- 
vances international education through classes, dis- 
cussions, summer schools, monthly press service, 
speakers, films and pamphlets. A staff member of 
Fr1emd.r Peacc Service seeks to strengthen the pcacc 
testimony of Friends through visiting among their 
group" .kcouraging local voiunteer workers and coun- 
seling young men facing military service. For six 
months AFSC conducted a special education program 
relating the achievement of  peace to the immediate 
circumstances created by rolp~crip/ion legislation. 

In the WASHI'NGTON SEMINAR on international 
affairs several groups of government executives, mem- 
bers of Congress, journalists and embassy staff meet 
regularly to explore w ~ t h  qual~fied consultants the 
contributions of human relations to international re- 
lations. This year 5 3  meet~ngs considered "Mutual 
Relationships Betwen Americans and Other Peoples." 
More than 360 individuals attended. 

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRLS are intro- 
duced to international and national problems through 
institutes, world affairs camps, seminars, week-end 
and one-day conferences. Young persons of  different 
backgrounds live together and are given the advantage 
of immediate contact with outstanding persons acting 
as resource leaders. , 

In 1951 eight institutes and world affairs camps 
were heId. At one institute 31 students combined at- 
tendance at U.N. sessions in San Francisco with work 
among migrants a t  San Jose, Calif. There were also 
ten seminars at Washington and the U.N. which gave 
about 200 participants first-hand experience with 
United States and international personalities and pro- 
cedures. Six AFSC regional offices carry forward these 
endeavors. 

- H i ~ h  sthooE students from manv U.S. 
0 , - 

arecfI mpet at a United Nations smninar. 



CONFERENCES FOR DIPLOMATS, heId in 
Clarens, Sw~tzerland, since 1952, were this year ex- 
tended to Asia, with one conference in Ceylon 
planned for 28 diplomats from 1 5  countries. T h i s  
group and two in Clarens, drawing about 28 partici- 
pants each, informally explored the economic, poIitica1 
and cultural facton in world affairs. 

QUAKER WORK AT THE UNITED NATIONS is 
concerned especially with internat~onaI representa- 
tives and U.N. agencies. It centers in Quaker House, 
New York, near the U.N. headquarters, and in offices 
in the Carnegie Endowment International Center. The 
basic staff of Quaker House is enlarged from time to 
time by es ecially concerned Friends and other indi- 
viduals an g by overseas representatives from Friends 
International Centers. This vear stress has been 
pIaced not only on rntense work with delegations dur- 
ing the General Assembly but also among subordinate 
and specialized agencies, including those in Geneva 
and Paris, where policies can be touched at the form- 
ative stage. Among matters receiving special atten- 
tion were United States reIations w ~ t h  Russia and 
China, disarmament, tensions in the Middle East, is- 
sues relating to South Africa, and colonial and trustee- 
ship questions. One special study was published: 'The 
Future Development of the United Nations." 

A GOODWILL MISSION TO THE SOVIET 
UNION exempIified how the Committee occasionally 
builds some special and sefective effort on its down- 
to-earth work which has been p i n g  on for 38 years 
in many parts of the worId among many conditions of 
men. Several years ago the AFSC undertook to ex- 
pIore the concern shared by a number of Friends and 
others that the crucial East-West reIations be attacked 
dircrtly. In June a group of six Friends received per- 
mission to visit Russia. The  basic concern was a re- 
Iigious one-to speak as men of good will to other 
men. Almost without exception the group was re- 
ceived in the same spirit in about 12,000 miles of 
travel. The  variety of the group (it incIuded one 
woman, one Russian s eaking person) facilitated 
making a wider range o / Russian contacts and diver- 
sifred subse uent interpretation in the United States. 
A report i r k i n g  issued by the AFSC. 

Pnrlicipanf~ and farnilie~ at !kc Conference for Diplo- 
mats, Clarens, Sruirzeulmd, enjoy a raceJs. 

FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTERS, among 
the oIdcst contrnuing aspects of AFSC work, are Io- 
cated In Geneva, Paris, Vienna, Delhi, Tokyo and 
Washington. Their work is as varied as their Iocations. 
Getleva 1s concerned with affairs arising in U.N. activi- 
ties there. In Parts a special feature is the meeting 
for diplomats who have participated in the Confer- 
ences for Diplomats. Vjenjza brings together persons 
from both sides of the Iron Curtain. Financial support 
is given to EocalIy sponsored Friends Centers in Am- 
sterdam and Copenhagen. Delht, conscious of Jndia- 
Pakistan tensions, engineered exchal~ge visits between 
students ot the .two countries. Center work at Tokpo 
awaits appointment of a new director. In Mexico Crty 
a Friend with long diplomatic experience keeps in 
touch wlth Latin-American aAairs and he1 s arrange 
discussions of international issues. In was P >rl?gloti 32 
foreign students live at International Student House 
and hundreds of others are variously served; at Davis 
House, besides about 2 2  5 group activities, fore~gners 
from 79 countries on special missions cxpcrienccd liv- 
ing in an American home. The Pasadena office spon- 
sors a center in Los Angcles especially serving foreign 
students and relating them to the community. 

7nformation for Contributors 
The American Friends Service Committee is dependent for financial support on inter- 

ested individuals, groups, foundations and corporations. Checks shouId be made payable to 1 
1 , I American ~r i ends  Service Committee, Inc. and sent to any of its offices. Contributions are I 

ing fom may be used when money i s  left to the Committee: 

:,- . .. "3 give and bequeath to the American Friends Service Committee, 
3~corporated (a  Delaware corporation] ... .~ ... dollars.'" 





A M E R E C A N  F R I E N D S  S E R V I C E  C O M M I T T E E ,  
I N C O R P O R A T E D  

N O T E S  TO S U M M A R Y  O F  C U R R E N T  F U N D  T R A N S A C T I O N S  
A N D  B A L A N C E S  

Tor the Y ~ n r  Ended September 3 0 ,  fg55 

1. Arnoiints received include approximately 
$861,000 cash and $728,000 materials raised by 
thc regional oHjce~. 

2. Gifts of new and used clot bin^, ncw textiles, 
drugs, food, soap, supplies and egrripmcnt are 
valued at standard prices considered to approx- 
imate conservative realizable values. 

3.  It is the  Committee's policy to include in 

amounts spcnt cash and ntaterials (amounting to 

approxim~tely $4,400,000 in the current year) 

which have been tran~mitted to its rcprcscnta- 
rives abroad, portions of which may not have 

bccn distributed at the end of the fiscal year. 

4. This statement does not inclrrde the trans- 

actions and bslanccs of the trust, equipment, etc., 
funds of thc Committee. 

Complete financial statements of the Committee and the related certificate O F  our independent certified 
public accountants will bc furnished to interested persons upon rcqurst. 

A C C O U N T A N T S '  C E R T I F I C A T E  

H A S K I N S  & SELLS 
CERf I F l E D  PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

L A N D  TITLE BUlLDlNG 
PHlLADELPHlR 10 

W e  have examined your summary of current fund transactions and balances for the 
year ended September 30, 1955. Our  examination was made in accordance with generally 
accepted arrditing standards, and accorclingly inclrrded such tests of the accounting 
records and such other auditing proccdr~res as we considered necessary in the circum- 
stances; as to contributions, it was not practicable to extend the examination beyond 
accounting for the receipts as recorded. 

In our opinion, the accompanying srrmmary of current fund transactions and balances 
presents fairly the resrrlts of your current fund operations for the year ended September 
30, I955 in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis 
consistent with that  of the preceding year. 

HASKINS & SELLS 



I N C O R P O R A T E D  

20 South 12th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

Lewis M. Hoskins, Execulir~c Secrefnry 

Colin W. Rell, Associnte Excct~l i~~e Secrelary 

EarIe Edwards, ,lrsocinte Excclitit~e Secretnry 

I-lugh W. Moorc, Guy W. Soh, Alphonse R. Miller, Hugh ,V. Uiddlcton, Henry G. Russcll, Tinancc Secretaries 

R E G I O N A L  O F F I C E S  
AUSTIN 5, Texas, 2106 Nueces Street PASADENA 20, California, P. 0. Box 966-M 

F. E. Hutchens, Exccrcti~>e Secretory Edwin A. Sanders, Execr~tirle Sccrefary 
Robert W. Gray, Associnte Exec~jfitle Secr~tnry 

ClZMIllRlDGE 38, Ma<mchusctts, P. 0. Box 247 E. K e l l o p ~  Peckham, 'Finance Secretary 
Gcorge I .  Rliss, t.xcr~rtnlc Secrelnry Robert S. Vogel, Associaie Tinnnce Srcr~tnry  
Gcorge S. Fischer, 3innnce Secrefnry Walter Lindauer, Associate Frnnnce Secrctafy 

CHICAGO 2, 1llinois, 53 East Madison Strcct PHILADELPI-IIA 7, Pcnnsylvania, 20 South 12th Strect 
John W. Willard, t-xecirti~re Secreic~rv E. A. Scbaal, Execulit~c Secretary 
Gcorgc R .  Rent, ?inonce Sccrctnry Mark Deihler, ,lsrociafe Exectitit~e Secretary 

PORTLAND 14, Oregon, 1 108 S. E. Grand Avenue 
G. Bernhard Feddc, Execrdiine Secretory 

Glenn Bartoo, Finnnce Secrelnry Harold E. Barton, Finonce Secretnry 

DES MOINES 12, lorua, 42 1 1 Grand Avenr~c RICFIMOND, I n d i a n ~ ,  8 Quaker Hill Drive 
Howard \V. McKinney, Exec~rlir~e Sucrclnry Robert G. Godsey, Exectttine Secrelory 
Wilmer L. Tjossem, Finnilce Secrcitrry SAN FRANCISCO 15, CaIifornia, 1830 Sutter Street 

GREENSBORO, North Carolina, 617 West Market St, Stcphen Thicrmann, Excctrfi~)~ Seuretnry 
R.  Tnrtt Rcll, Execrrtilrc Secretnry Russell F. Josgensen, Tinnnce Secretory 
R. Russell Branson, Tinonce Sccrcfnry James P. WiTson, ,lssocirttc Yinance Sccrelnry 

SEATTLE 5, LVashington, 3959 Fifteenth Avenue N.E. 
Harry Rurks, Execiifir~e Secretary 


