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The most recent Newsletters have.dealt intensively with specific phases of 
the AFSC work in Germany, and so it seems appropriate at this time to pre
sent news of some of the most interesting recent events in several areas of 
activity. 

The most excHing new development is the beginning of a work project 
for refugees. In all of our work with refugees - - j_n the camps 1 working 
with German officials, and interpret'ing'the problem to responsnle people 
in the United States -- we have fe],.t _that employment was one of the most 
necessary elements in helping the refugee to find his place in society 
again. 

The unit working in the camps has n:ow succeeded j_n stimulating· the be
g:Lnnj_ng of a small project which will provide emplo;yment for people in one 
of the camps. Once started, it should be _self-supporting. This is the 
story: 

"'11he project is to be set up in the Burlagsberg camp south of 
Oldenburg. There•is·already a committee in the camp ready for 
actfon and ready to assume the responsibility for this little ven
ture along with the local officials of the immediate Gemeinde and 
of the ·Land Oldenburg. Our unit and the officials are of the opin
ion that ··the proje_ct. should be put on a sound business basis. 

"The project ~rill be for the manufacture of bed sheets and pillow
cases . The Land O ],den burg will distribute shortly to refugees and 
other needy groups sets of bed linens and has agreed to have these 
manufactured at our workshop. The project will have to purcha9e 
the material from their own sources, process them, and then sell 
them to the Land authorities, TM.s will be a large order ar;i.d will 
keep them busy for a considerab],.e time. The space is already · 
available at the camp, thanks.to the efforts of our team and co
operation of the Gemeinde. The first sewing machines will be 
provided by us. It is hoped that soon some more can bti added and 
ours eventually replaced. The first major.problem is the ·purchase 
of reasonably priced material. This we are now exploring. We have 
been in close consultation with· several responsible and interested 
businessmen, as well as with several other persons with technical 
lmowledge and busines[3 experience. Because of principle and also 
because of the tax situation; it will be a non-profit organization) 
in which all proceeds will be turned back into the enterprise in 
order to improve and enlarge it. AFSC is making an initial grant
in-aid to make :posstble·purchase of supplies and payment of wages." 
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We will continue to encourage the development of this project in what
ever way possible, but hope that the initial encouragement, based on know
ledge attained through our day-to.:.day experience in the camps, will have· 
been sufficient'to allow the project to continue on its own merits. It 
should and will provide real employment to a number of people, and thus 
help them to grow one step further from the lost and rootless way of life 
that is the lot of the refugees. 

Student Centers 

Betty Collins, who was in charge of the Student Center in Freiburg 
for several years, visited this country recently and was able to spend some 
time speaking to student groups. Highlights from her talks describe. some 
of the needs and problems of young people, and the roles Student Centers, 
such as the AFSC centers in Freiburg, Munich, and Goettingen, are fulfilling: 

"In the fir.st grim days after the war the center· was important as 
a warm, well-lit and attractive place where students might come 
to study. At that time we were also able to give food and cloth
ing to some of the worst cases, and to provide. sewing; typing and 
shoe-repair facilities. It was a place where friendliness and 
trust reigned, where they were we.lcome as people and that gave to 
many an inner warmth after the drab days of war and post-war dis
trust, suspicion and greed. 

" ... One great need which the Center did help to meet was the long
ing of German students for contact with the outside world, the 
desire to learn what the people beyond their own borders were 
thinking and had been thinking during the previous years when such 
lmowledge had been sealed away from them. A library was an obvious 
addition and here too the emphasis ha's been on books which will 
help to a better understanding of other countries as well as the 
student's own. .Since. we have issued over 1,000 readE;rs' tickets, 
it is clear that there is no lack of interest in these books. An-

. o.ther development in .int~rnational understanding was the founda
tion of a Franco-German club, a successful project of one of the 
Gennan students. 

"A deeper need is present not only amongst students but amongst 
most of Germany's young people and it is difficult to assess how 
far a Student Center can help to meet it. That is the feeling of 
spiritual vacuum of a generation of young.people who have had to 
face the shattering e:xperience of learning that the ideals in which 
they had believed and often had passionately followed·were complete
ly false. We can sense in part the feeling which this might en
gender if we could imagine that in some way it were proven to us 
that Christianity is false, that we had been bluffed and fooled. 
The vacuum, the lack of base to our lives which this would leave 
with us is in some ways comparable with the emptiness of German 
youth, for many of whom Nazism provided a set of ideals and an 
ethical system on which to buiJd their lives . One amazing and 
hopeful thing is that this experience has not always led to com
plete cynicism -- many students show a great deal of spiritual en
ergy and an urge to seek something which will fill that vacuum. 
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Some have found the answer in·a return to the religion which as 
children they were persuaded to reject; others find it in service 
to the community, others still seek. 

"There is yet another factor which must be considered in all our 
thinki"ng about youth, not only in Gennany but in many other European 
countries and that is the impact coming at the most impressionable 
age which first-hand acquaintance with the physical realities of 
warfare and the ravages of post-war distress has made on their de
velopment. Adolescence requires a stable background in which to 
develop. What has this group experienced? ... 

"The Student Center has also given scope for individuals to assume re
sponsibility_for their fellows and to learn that it is possible to 
get results by cooperation as well as by authoritarian methods. In 
the course of its three years 1 existence more and more of the organ
ization and running of the Center has gone into the hands of stu
dents. Now the place is run almost completely by them and a very 
full program has developed. New groups form and dissolve, experi
ment and survive or disappear. Work groups get together to make a 
garden or repaint the building or arrange the rooms. Of course 
crises and clashes of personality aris~, committee work is not al
ways smooth but' with each uphe~val ·somethi.ng more is learnt of the 
delicate art of working and_ living together." 

Neighborhood Center·s 

Some expellees are now being move(?. from the British and American Zones 
into the French Zone, where it is less crowded.· People in the Ludwigshafen 
Neighborhood Center, located in the French Zone, are making a special ef
fort to visit these newcomers, to help them feel that they are wanted and 
to help them to know their community. In Wuppertal the Center is working 
closely with the• schools and the public health office, and a child guidance 
clinic is being developed. Through consultation w~th the schools they have 
also provided space and speciai time for children to come to do their home
work. These are typical of a few of' the new and changing developments in 
the neighborhood center work. 

As the responsibility for the centers is gradually shifting from AFSC 
leadership to more local responsibility, they are undergoing a period- of 
very careful re-evaluation and study -- of purposes, of services, of 
methods. 

As a part of this> a series of problem-centered conferences are being 
arranged. The first of these was on youth work. Participants and German 
youth staff workers.from the various centers gathered at Kranichstein for 
a long week-end of conferencing. They· discussed and examined together 
some'of the details of carrying, out the day-to-day job, as well a.s attempt
ed to define some of the major values and purposes of the work. Details 
discussed centered on such things as relationships with 11dif'ficult 11 group 
me~nb_ers, relationships of the centers to parents, and the valicli ty of 
grou1Js -whose interests are chiefly in recreation. 

Purposes an<i values of service among young people were suggested by · 
comments such as "We want to create tolerance and respect for one 1 s self 



- 4 -

and the other person" . . . "We want to give young people a chance to get 
centered, to collect themselves. Only with a newly established self-
reliance can h'e join society which he fears 11 

•• , "We want to help individu-
uls to take a stand, to make the decisions for his own life. 11 ''We want to 
create a sense of belonging, and provide for group experiences based on a 
common goal, not on common hatred against people, groups of people, ideas 
or nati~ns; ... 11 

The relationship of the local committees or Ve.reins to the centers, to 
the AFSC, to each other, etc., will be the subject of the next conference 
to be held in November. They will be centering their discussions on such 
problems as legal matters of Verein charters, tax-exemption; structure and 
function of committees with a view to.vesting the real responsibility in 
committee .systems under designated direction; local fund-raising, the role 
of AFSC personnel in a center. This and subsequent conferences on related 
problems will.help, it is felt, in clarifying the role of the centers in 
their community, and in helping to stimulate and coordinate the work so 
that the services are closely geared to the problems and the needs of the 
people with whom we are working. 

Aid to DPs £g_ German Economy 

In May and June of this year the IRO separated the resettleable group 
of DPs from the so-called 11local settlement" groups. The latter group, total
ling something like 65,000, were then turned over to the German government, 
which was given financial and administrative responsibility for them with 
HICOG supervision. Actually, this shift has not meant as great a change as 
was originally anticipated. Most of the. people are still living in the 
same camps, •The management, so to speak, has changed. In some cases living 
conditions have even improved slightly. Many are still eligible and are 
expecting to emigrate, so that thetr plans'have not really changed. 

On the other hand, many of these people now must realize that they 
will probably not be able to emigrate, and that they must plan and find for 
themselves a place in the "German economy" -- they must create a life and 
home where they now happen to be . It will mean., too, an additional burden 
on an already overburdened economy. The AFSC unit, with experience in 
German welfare problems as well as with experience in DP problems, felt 
they should and could help in this ,transition period. This phase of the 
work is only beginning and will be only on a very small scale. We have 
felt that we might be able to most effectively help some of the younger 
people who will need to find jobs. Much of it will be a liaison activity, 
based on familiarity with Geno.an organizations and a lmowledge of the young 
people and their problems . It is hoped that we will be able to thus provide 
effective help durtng this transition period, 

Eastern Zone Feeding 

As in the past two years, we will be contributing again to a feeding 
program carried out by the International Red Cross in the Eastern Zone, where 
needs continue to be great. It is ~xpected that the over-all seheme will 
make possible a distributj_on of selected foods for approximately 50,000 TB 
patients for five months . The actual distribution will probably be handled 
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by doctors in hos pi te.ls and sanatoria. Last year we were able to contribute 
24,100 pounds of powdered milk and it is hoped that this year a similar 
amount can be sent. Inspection visits have indicated that the materials 
reach those in need and that they lmow the source of the aid. 

Continuing Material Ai~ 

Fortunately, Uving conditions have improved a great deal in Europe and 
in Germany during the last five years since the end.of the war. Even so, it 
must be remembered that the effects of bombing whole cities, and of the 
movements of millions of people, cannot be readily eradicated. 

There are still individuals and groups in dire need of elementary mate
rial aid, and AFSC continues to minister to these needs,• Clothing and tex
tiles have been distributed to :refugees, to returned prisoners of war, to 
homes for aged and for orphans and to needy people selected by local welfare 
workers. Some U.S. surplus agricultural foods are being sent abroad now and 
these too will be distributed on the basis of need, without regard to race, 
nationality or creed. The majority of these materials are now handled by 
various indigenous agencies, in close cooperation with the AFSC. During the 
last year 747,993 pounds of gifts-in-kind, valued at $475,500.00, were 
shipped to Germany by the AFSC. 

Undoubtedly much of the basic goad will, trust and cooperation received 
by Friencl.s 1 workers everywhere is an· indication of appreciation and respect 
for the fair,,regular and quiet distributions of material aid of the sort 
carried on in Germany. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Th1J.s at the present time the AFSC program in Germany _is diverse and 
varL:d, j_nc luding services to ;young and old, expel lees and DPs, students 
and workers, The core.of it remains constant -- a service of love for our 
fellowman. This- central purpose does, hopefully, shine through the day-to
day tasks, and is felt in many and numerous ways. One·expression of this 
was written by a rest home visitor in the Quaker Mittelhof in Berlin: 

"The love I gratefully received here, I will pass on, lovingly.n 




