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Th.is letter tten ibo you two ers of 
as being the ori s and chi t)f implemen tel" s of the plan 
to set u:o e.n .i ec t Gomrnuni st-controlled 
areas of China and as being still concerned with relief and 
development 1,vork under the aegis of the A'l?SC and the J:i,SC, add 
to give you my impressions and ideas of the scope and possible 
future avenues of-work, in the hope th,tt the FSU (Chin:-l} will 
be better equipped and more informed on the conditions 
to be encountered tf any future efforts are undertal{en in 
these regions. 

Since this ter:mi left Yens.n with the First Interni::1tiom1l 
PeBce HosDital it has been doing almost entirely the tre 
ment of battle casw-:i.lties received. from the fighting in the 
surrounding are s, the casual t:i. es usually being at lef:.st two 
weeks old before they arri:t ve at our hospital.. No further 
supplies of drugs or ecmipment have been received because 
communication has been closed to the FSU and because UNRRA 
has failed to bring any appreciable am.ount of relief supplies 
into these areas~ The sHtisfactory treatment of war ce.sual­
ties requires a large amount of equ.i pment and drugs and be­
cause we have not had these th:tngs the work has not been very 
inspirtng for us.. No opportunt ty for developing clc.sses for 
teaching nurs:tng subjects in a complete syllabus hns occurred 
because of the frequent changes of location and the gr. 
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va.ria tion in the amount of work s.t different times. We have 
not been s.ble to use electricity for re.diograph;] or light­
ing because of lack of petrol, s.nd many othfJJ:> diss.dvsnt:",ges 
hove resulted from our being frequently on the move. 11:hi s 
team therefore, now serves no vttluable purpose t from the 
small Fl.mount of medical work it does, its propaganda 1,md morale­
benefi tting value by write-ups in the local newspuper, and 11you 
<foreign friends are able to observe and judge wh,gt conditions 
and methods are like in the der Regions and which party is 
:really serving the interests of the peorlle, £ind you will be able 
to inform the outside world, etc., etc.-•• ". The remaining mem­
bers of the present te:~m, to which it has appctrently been im­
possible to send reinforcements, plan to leave the Borde:r Regions 
in April and all members estimnte that they will have completed 
their contracts by the time of resching Shanghai and arranging to 
lea.Ve China. ( Rugheses 1948, Janusry; Clifford 1948, March; 
Miles 194:8, i!,ugust 19. All contracts end on the date of leaving 
ChinH) .. 1.P.hi s means that FSU worl{ in Oornrnuni st-con trolled are':rn 
will be concludcid unless otber teams have m;Jno.ged to enter 0th.er 
Border Regions without our knowledge, which is unlikely, ns 
communtcations within the Border Hegions is s tisfactor-y, though 
slow. We have had no communicatton with ESU headquarters in 
Shanghai since a letter dated 194?, April 16 reached us HH?, 
July. 

'Ihe following are some ideas and suggestions as to what 
f orrn future .FSU work in the Oommunis t- controlled 1::1.reas could 
take and includes ideas which may be imprHc ti cable or beyond 
our means to carry out, but I have included them because it may 
happen that they will become pr~icticable at e. later date and 
also because they will serve to show what kind of work needs 
doing in these areas and could be done advun tageously by foreign 
workers. · 

There is still great scope for the development of medical 
services in the two Border Regions in which vve have been, and 
tbe establishment of a hosnital under PSU contr•ol ln a city or 
1 arge town in the Sorder Regions would be a worthvihile scheme 
if agreement could be made with the Health Administr2tion. It 
would, however, be necessn.ry for the hospital to be built and 
developed from the ground up, the Ii1 SU supplying all equipment, 
drugs, fittings and probably even the buildings" 'Ihi s me,,,.ns 
th8 t transport from Shnnghai would hnve to be ensy and not 
likely to be interr1J_pted for a considerable period.. In conjunction 
with the hospital_, it would be necessary to run a nurses' training 
school to keen the hospit,n supplied with sto.ff, and if possible, 
to train sufficient nurses to be H.ble to add well-trained staff 
to other hospi tRls in the region.. '1:he present stnndn.rd of nurses' 
training here is very low. 1he general standard of education is 
also low .. As fuel, esnecially petrol, is expensive and difficult 
to obtain locally, it would be advantageous if some form of power 
other than petrol or coal could be utilized for heating and light-
ing. Electricity would be necess,;ry for ad1.ography and for 
lighting, but if a capable engineer and the capital eQu1.pment 
were available and we Chose the location of the hospital near a 
large river, it might be feiJslble to use hydro-electr:tc povrnr on 
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a sn:1•:)11 SCBle to supnly our requirements of electrici t"y which 
would make a considerable savine; in the cost of fuel as it 
could then be used for water heating, sterilizing, etc.. ns 
well as for lightin{?; and X-rad:tography. Setting up such a 
plnnt would need, however, a fail" ini tlal outlny for equip­
ment but would m':cke us somewhat independent of coal and petrol 
supplies. 'Ihe river would need to be of such a size that it 
diclnot freeze in the winter when the power would be most need­
ed. If the FSU were able to set up a hospital permanently lo­
cated in a city it could then undert·\ke the training of nu.r•ses 
and intern.es, drawinEs its students from the surrounding dis­
trict,. 'Ib undert··,ke e. sn.tlsfnctory nurses' tr2ining program, 
permnnency of location is essential. 

To give you a fuller idea of what conditions are like for 
medical work in these re~ions I enclose a copy of the 11First 
Annual Reporttt of M 19 which gives the impressions and opin-
ions of the five present members of the team. I also refer you 
to 0 Prooo 813.ls for an J:t'SU Hospital in Communist-con trolled areas", 
written in 194:7, July and a copy of which was sent to FSU (China), 
headquarters Shanghai, and one given to Jack Dodds, Toronto, 
Canada. 

Even if the FSU were unable to set up a hospi tf-j.l or to 
supply medical personnel to work in these areas, it could be of 
considerable service to medicHl work here by underta.king to 
tri::msport and deliver drugs and equipment into the area to 
supply the Internationnl Peece Hospitals which, becausfJ of the 
present block(\de, are having to work with insuffic:tent drugs 
nnd equipment., I do not think it would be possible f'or the FSU 
to trnnsport goods into this area. until the blockade has been 
overcome, either by agreement between the two pt1.rties or by the 
defeat of one of them.. If the FSU were able to develop motor 
transport or even air trnnsport into thet:rn regions and supply 
drugs regu.larly · and on an adequate scale, it would be performing 
n grerit service. Besides the usual hospit~l supplies, such 
equipment and materials as are reouired for the manufacture of 
vn cclnes and an ti toxins, such as TAB vaccine, te tan.us prophyl­
a.c tic, tet:Jnus anti toxin, diphtheria prophylHctic, smHllpox vac­
cine, rind for the manuf11.c ture and s tand(lrdi za tion of locally 
produced drugs and for making them up into t,-iblets, pellets, 
ampoules, etco, would be of VRlue., 

When the hospital :1nd Yenan University with.drew f'rom Yenan 
in the f t:1.ce of Kuomin to.ng attack in 1947, March, many of their 
books were lost. These included foreign medical textbooks., 
textbooks of all klnds are very scarce here, I think it wot.:tld be 
greatly appreciated if some were sent in. The medical depart­
ments need textbooks in Chinese on nursing (such as those pub­
lished by the Nurses 1 Association of China), medical students• 
textbooks in Chine so ( I believe Che loo University he.s good 
translations of auveral foreign textbooks), and more advanced 
books, especially on Medicine and Surgery, in English or 
German. Books and papers on t)le px•eparat:ton of various 
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biologicals such as smallpox vaccine, TAB v~.coine, tetanus 
anti toxin, tetanus prophylactic, etc .. , are needed by the Public 
Health Department,. David may be 1::tble to interest the British 
iuncil which has been qui:be liberal with books in other parts 
of China, in thiso 

Le.st year, when Jack Dodds and Irrs:nk Miles spoke to Dr" Ssu, 
head of the Health Administration., he told them that there was a 
need for Sanitary Eng:tneers to direct work in some of the larger 
towns and cj_ ties in the NorthE8st. However, I think that a.ny 
Sanitary Engineer coming here would have to be prepB.red for a 
la.rge amount of his skill to be unused and many of his schemes 
to be considered impracticable, fol' various rer,sons which I 
don I t need to explain to you, and because many of the neces 
materials are unlikely to be available ,i, 

Other work to be done is in connection With the cultural 
Experimentel Farm and any members with auHlifications sui tf,tble 
for this work both in animal husbandry and plant breed:lng would 
be welcomed here. If Bny are sent, they should be well supplied 
with all necesso.ry equipment and a good stock of reference books .. 

There is work of valu.e to be done by somebody with exper­
ience in the mechani za. tion of small i'actories su.ch as cotton 
mills, flour mills, and textile factories, to put these indus­
tries on a more efficient basis by the introduction of machinery. 
It is possible that hydro-electric nower could be utilized in 
some of these plans. 

An importHnt contribution which could possibly bring about 
reconcilia.'tion between the two factions at present involved in 
civil war in China is, I consider, the enlightening of the 
people in foreign countries as to the conditions existing in 
the areGs under the control of the Chinese Communists and the 
W'-ly the common people live, the work being carried out by the 
Communist pBrty and associated organizations, the methods by which 
the common people e.re given a voice in the government and the ex­
tent to which represents.tive government has been developed.. Up to 
the present the only work done in this direction hBs been the pub­
lics. tion of several books such as those of Edgar Snow, Gunther 
Stein, Agnes Smedley, etc. but if the FSU were able to produce 
some documentary films with sound ana/or commentary, and-photo­
grams and illustrated articles for publication and El.istribution, 
it would be possible to reach a much wider audience and to in­
crease the pressure of publlc opinion in regard to foreign in­
tervention in the ci Vil war in China. If the PSU were to pro­
duce a documentary film showing various aspects of life in the 
Communist-controlled areas it would be a great contribution to 
the enlightenment of peonle in other countries as to the facts 
about the democratic n10vement in China and would make the FSU the 
first to have ventured into this field using the motion picture as 
a medium.. Besides the photog!'aphic equipment I think th1:1 t sound 
recording equipment would add greatly to the Value of such a 
film and would help to make it· sufficiently polished technically 
for pre sen ta tion to the public.. Color film might al.so be used to 
advantage., A large amount of education could be done with photo-
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graphs for the illustration of articles nnd for making better 
known the cond:t tions prev1~1 ling in this part of China" Black 
and white and colored-· slides could also be made to illustrate 
public lectures, and talks to school children and other inte:ra­
ested groups. 

Well, that's about all I've thought of to date, unless you 
cGn persuade the U.S.A. and British governments to send out some 
r e:isonably intelligent and interested liaison repre sen tati ves to 
these parts so that they might be informed of what is happening 
out here, before they stBrt any mor~) 11 a.idingtt.. -

I cannot be certain that you are both still engaged in the 
work to which you were going to retu1"n on leaving China., but, if 
not, just pass this on to the right desk and s2y a few words to 
arouse the interest of its present occupant. 

We have lately had some pretty gloomy reports of life in 
the nrotten capitalist 11 counti"ies, from the local newspaper, so 
I hope you are enjoying some of the complicated ple::tsures of life; 
we have had rather a surfeit of the simple ones in the last three 
or four months since we settled down in Shansi. 

Best wishes to you both, and With the regRrds of 

DJCrn1s 

Copies: 
Bronson OJark 
David Johnstone 
D. J. Clifford 
Shanghai FSU Hdqtrs. 
MT-19 Files -
Frank Miles 
































