FRIENDS’ AMBULANCE UNIT: CHINA CONVOY

Hesoguilters Orkice Hwa Mi Hosrizak Luenechom, Hemu
TELEGRAMS! ‘FRIENDSAMB g

3

i’zféj’f %)Z 194@ HANKOW OFFEICE

5 TSINGTAO LU

Ol B K AR

rsU

SHANGHAI OFFICE:
ROOMS 507-8
169 YUEN MING YUEN ROAD
SHANGHAL CHINA

3 e P8U (China)
SO e . Medical Team 19
Shansi, China

- 1948 January 14

Bronson Clark -

EFSC TFar Bast Office

20 So, 12th 8%,
Philadelovhia, Pa,, U,S.4,

! David Johnstone
B30, Friends! House, Buston Rd, ‘ :
London, NW 1, England ' i

Dear Bronson and Davids

This letter is written bo you two ex-members of the FAU
ag being the originators and chief implementers of the plan
to set up an PAU-ISU project in the Communist-controlled 1
areas of China and as being still ccnc@rned with relief and ‘
development work under the aegis of the AFSC and the P3G, and
to give you my impressions and idess of the scope and pos sible
future avennes of work, in the hope thit the ray (Chins ) will
be better equipped and’ more informed on the conditions 1ika;y
to be encountered if any future efforts are undertaken in
%hese regions,

Since this tésm left Yenan with the First Internstional |
Poeace Hospibal it has been doing almost entirely the treat- “
ment of battle casualties received. from the fighting in the
surrounding are:s, fthe casualbties usually being at lesst two
weeks old before they arrive at our hospital. No further
supplies of drugs or eculpment have been received because % ~
communication has been closed to the FSU and because UNHRA |
hag failed to bring any apprecisble amount of relief supplies f
into these areas, The satisfactory treatment of war casual-
ties requires a large amount of ecuipment and drugs and be-
cause we have not had these things the work has not been very
inspiring for us. No opportunity for doveloving closses for
teaching nursing subjects in a complete syllabus has occurred
because of the frequent changes of location end the great
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variation in the amount of work at different times., We have

not been able to use electricity for X-radiography or light-

ing because of lack of petrol, and many other disadvantages

have resulted from our bheing frequently on the move, This

team therefore, now serves no valuable purpose apart from the
small amount of medical work it does, its propaganda ond morale-
benefltbwng value by write-ups in the local newspaper, asnd "you
foreign friends are able to observe and judge what COHGLtwcns
“and methods are like in the Bwder Reglons and which parby is
really serving the interests of the people, and you will be able
to inform the outside world, etec., etc...”"s The remaining mem-
bers of the present tesm, t which 1t has apparently been inm-
possible to send r@inforcemanto, plan to leave the Border Reginns
in April and all members estimate that they will have compTeted
their contracts by the time of reaching Shanghal and arranging to
leave China. (Hugheses 1948, January, Clifford.1948 Marchs
Miles 1948, “ugust 19, All contracts end on the date of 1eﬂving
China). This means that P8U work in Communist-controlled areas
will be concluded unless other tesms have mansged Lo enter other
Border Regions without our knowledge, which is unlikely, as
communications within the Border Reglons is satisfactory, though
slow, We have had no communication with ESU h@adquarters in
Shanghai since a letter dated 1947, Aprll 16 reached us 1947,
July. /

The following are some ideas and suggesbtions as to whet
form future FSU work in the Communist-controlled areas could
take and includes 1deas which may be impracticable or beyond
our means to carry out, but I have included them because it may
happen that they will become practicable at s later date and
also because they will serve to show what kind of work needs
doing in these areas and could be done advantageously by foreign
workers,

There is still great scope for the development of medical
services in the two Border Regions in which we have been, and
the establishment of a hospital under F3U control in a city or
large town in the Border Regions would be a worthwhile scheme
if agreement could be made with the Health Administration. It
would, however, be necessary for the hospital to be built and
dGVPlopod from the ground up, the F3U supplying all equipment,
drugs, fittings and probably even the buildings. This me=zns
the T fransnort from Bhenghai would hnve to be eQSy‘and not
likely to be interrupted “for a considerable period, In conjunction
with the hospital, it would be necessary to run a nurses! training
school to keep the hospital supplied with steff, and if possible,
to train sufficient nurses to be able to add well-trained staff
to other hospitals in the region. The present standard of nurses!
training here is very low. The genersl standard of educatbion is
also low. - As fuel, especially petrol, is expensive and difficult
to obtain locally, "1t would be advantageons if some form of power
other than petrol or coal could be utilized for heating and light-
ing. HElectricity would be necess:ry for X-radiography and for
liwhiing, but if a capable engineer and the capital ecuipment
were avallable and we chose the locabtion of the hospital near a
large river, it might be feasgible to use hydro-electric power on
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a small secale to supply our requirements of electricity which
would make a considerable saving in the cost of fuel as it
could then be used for wabter heating, sterilizing, etc. as
well as for lighting and X-radiography, Setting up such a
plant would need, however, a falir initial outlay for equip-
ment but would mike us somewhat independent of coal and petrol
supplies, The river would need to be of such a gize that it
did not freeze in the winter when the power would be most need-
ed. LI the ISU were able to set up a hospital permanently lo-
cated in a city 1t could then undertike the training of nurses
and internes, drawing its students from the surrounding dis-
trict, To undertike a satisfactory nurses' training program,
permanency of location is essential, ‘

To give you a fuller idea of what conditions are like for
medical work in these regions I enclose a copy of the "First
Annual Report" of MT-19 which gives the impressions and opin-
iong of the five present members of the team, I alsoe refer you
to "Proposals for an FSU Hospital in Communist-controlled areas',
written in 1947, July and a copy of which was gsent to FSU (China),
%eadquarters Shanghal, and one given to Jack Dodds, Toronto,

anada,

Even if the ¥SU were unable to set up a hospital or to
supply medical personnel to work in these arens, it could be of
consgiderable service to medical work here by undertaking to
trensport and deliver drugs snd equipment into the area to
supply the International Peace Hospitals which, because of the -
present blockade, are having to work with insufficient drugs
snd equipment, I do not think it would be possible for the FSU
to transport goods into this area until the blockade has been
overcome, either by agreement between the two parties or by the
defeat of one of them, If the FSU were able to develop motor
transport or even air ftronsport into these reglons and supply
drugs regularly and on an adequate scale, it would be performing
a great service, Besides the ususl hospitsl supplies, such
equipment and materials as are recuired for the manufacture of
vaccines and antitoxins, such as TAB vaccine, tetanus prophyl-
actic, tetonus antitoxin, diphtheria prophylactic, smallpox vac-
cine, and for the manufscture and standardization of locally
produced drugs and for making them up into tablets, pelletbs,
ampoules, etc., would be of wvalue,

When the hospital a2nd Yenan University withdrew from Yenan
in the face of Kuomintang attack in 1947, March, many of their
books were lost. These included foreign medical textbooks., As
textbooks of all kinds are very scarce here, I think it would be
greatly appreciated 1f some were sent in., The medical depart-
ments need textbooks in Chinese on nursing (such as those pub-
lished by the Nurses' Association of China), medieal sabtudents!
textbooks in Chinese (I believe Cheloo University has good
translations of several foreign textbooks), and more advanced
books, especially on Medicine and Surgery, in English or
German, Books and papers on the preparation of various
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biologicals such as smallpox vaccine, TAB vaccine, tetanus
antitoxin, tetanus prophylactic, etc., are needed by the Public
Health Ue@ﬂwtment. David may‘be able to interest the British
Buncil which has been quife liberal with books in other parts
of China, in this,

Last year, when Jack Dodds and Fronk Miles spoke to Dre. Ssu,
head of the Health Administration, he told them that there was a
need for Sanitary Engineers to direct work in some of the larger
towns and cities in the NorthBast, However, I think that any
Sanitary Engineer coming here would have tbo "be prepered for a
large amount of his skill to be unused and many of his schemes
to be considered impracticable, for various ressons which I
don't need to explain to you, and because many of the necessary
materials are unlikely to be avallable,

Other work to be done is in connection with the Agricultural
Experimentel Farm and any members with qualifications suitable
for this work both in animal husbandry and plant breeding would
be welcomed here., If sny are sent, they should be well supplied
with all necessnry equipment and a good stock of reference books.

There is Work of value to be done by somebody with exper-
ience in the mechanization of small factories such as cotton
mills, flour mills, and textile factories, to put these indus-
tries oh a4 more effic:ent basis by the 1ntroduction of machinery.
It is poseible that hydro-electric power could be utiligzed in
some of these plans,

An important contribution which could possibly bring asbout
reconciliation between the two factions at present involved in
civil war in China is, I consider, the enlightening of the
people in forelgn countries a9 to the conditions exigting in
the arems under the control of the Chinese Communists and the

way the common people live, the work being carried out by the
Communist party and assoclated organizations, the methods by which
the common peoplée are given a volce in the government and the ex-
tent to which representative government has been developed. Up to
the present the only work done in this direction has been the pub-
lication of several books such as those of Edgar Snow, Gunther
Stein, Agnes Smedley, etc. but if the FSU were able to produce
some documentary Films with sound and/or commentary, and photo-
grams and illustrated articles for publication and éistribuﬁion,
it would be possible to reach a much wider audience and to in-
crease the pressure of public opinion in regard to foreign in-
tervention in the civil war in China., If the FSU were to pro-
duce a documentary film showing various aspects of 1life in the
Communist-controlled areas it would be a great contribution to
the enlightenment of people in other countries as to the facts
about the democratic movement in China and would make the FSU the
first to have venbtured into this field using the motion picture as
a medium, Besides the photographic equipment I think that sound
recording equipment would add greatly to the value of such a
film and Would help to make it sufficiently polished technically
for presentation to the public. Color film might also be used to
advantage. A large smount of education could be done with pho to -
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graphs for the illustration of articles and for making better

known the conditions prevailing in this part of China. Black

and white and colored slides could also be made to illustrate

public lectures, and talks to school children and other inter-
ested groups.

‘Well, that's about all I've thought of to date, unless you
con perJuade the U.8.A. and British governments to send.out some
reasonably intelligent and interested lisison representatives to
these parts so that they might be 1nformed of what 1is happening
out here, before they stert any more "aiding".

I cannot be certain that you are both sti1ll engaged in the
work to which you were going to return on leaving China, but, if
not, just pass this on to the right desk and say a few words to
arouse the interest of its present occupante

We have lately had some pretty gloomy reports of 1ife in
the "rotten capitalist" countries, from the local newspaper, so
I hope you are enjoying some of the complicated pl@ﬂsures of lifes
we have had rather a surfeit of the simple ones in the last three
or four months since we settled down in Shansi.,

Best wishes to you both, and with the regards of

Dy €L

DICims
Copies:

David Johnstone

D, J, Clifford
Shanghai FSU Hdgtrs,
MT-19 Miles

Frank Miles
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