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A group of homeless Japanese make tea in a Tokyo street and try to  warm 

their hands over the tiny flame at the same time. 
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Editorial 
This is the first issue of the American Friends Service 

Committee B~l le t i i z .  Heretofore, Afserco Nezos, the Foveign 
Sevt~ice B t~ l l e t in  and other less formal publications have at- 

tempted to carry the message of what the AFSC is doing 
to those who are interested. These are now all being com- 
bined in our new venture in publication. Of course, the 
B J l e t i ) ~  is a house organ. It will tell the story of Service 
Committee projects. W e  hope, however, that it may do more. 

W e  shall aspire to interpret these projects in the light of 

their human and spiritual significance. W e  even hope that, 
at times, they may influence public policy. For no voluntary 
agency operating, either at home or abroad, is of importance 
in itself. It  is only significant as it expresses a spirit, a way 
of life, which has meaning for a wider public. 

Today the American Friends Service Committee, which 
represents the Religious Society of Friends, is operating in 
China, India, Japan, Finland, Italy, Austria, Hungary, 
Poland, Germany, France and Mexico. W e  are building a 

second self-help housing community in the bituminous coal 
regions of Western Pennsylvania and counseling a group in 
Lorain, O., that is engaged in a like enterprise. In the sum- 
mer we operate work camps and international relations in- 
stitutes widely disbursed throughout this country. W e  inter- 
pret these projects and what seems to us to be their implica- 
tions widely to schools and colleges. W e  are becoming deep- 
ly engrossed in certain phases of relations between the races 
of  men in America. These, at least, illustrate the kinds of 

enterprise in which we are presently occupied. 

A glance at them may easily lead us to say, Why such 
diversity of interest? Wouldn't  it be better to concentrate? 

This is a good and legitimate question to raise. It is not 
enough to say that all of these are good projects and are, 
therefore, appropriate for us to undertake. There are ob- 
viously a great many good things that ought not to be under- 
taken by such an agency as the Service Committee. There 
are, however, a few tests that may well be applied to any 
suggested enterprise upon which this Committee is encour- 

aged to embark. 

First among these should be whether it offers an oppor- 
tunity for the development and use of instruments of good 

will where conflict, bitterness and misunderstanding are 
characteristic. Second, it seems to me, should be whether the 
undertaking offers a chance for a considerable number of 
persons, especially younger men and women, to participate 
in experiments in growing a new, healthy, cooperative society. 
Perhaps a third test might well he whether the project offers 
opportunity for fellowship and working together with per- 
sons whose social, religious or national backgrounds are 
quite different, without a sense of superiority but in a com- 
mon quest for the deepest spiritual quality of life. 

T h e  Service Committee is not primarily a relief organita- 
tion. It  has done and continues to carry on a number of 
relief projects, but beyond relief is its desire to  bring hope 
and courage, to reconcile misunderstanding and to lift and 
he lifted to a new level of fellowship. It is not a reform 
organization; it does not primarily set out to convert or to 
preach. Its goal is to live out a spirit, a conviction, a dedicd- 
tion of the whole life. It is more an attempt to talk with 
the muscles of the arms and legs than with the vocal cords. 
It hopes that the eloquence of the deed will carry its own 
conviction. It does not disparage preaching, but it feels that 
Christians have been pitifully weak on demonstration. Its 
projects ought to be, both in their planning and through the 
persons who carry them out, a testimony to a way of life 

which eliminates destructive conflict and war. 

In the pages of this Bnlletiiz we shall attempt to reflect 
the experiences gained in human experimentation. W e  shall 

try to maintain a true spirit of humility for we know how 
inadequate our planning often is and how often, as human 
beings, we fall below the goals that we set for ourselves. 
But in this groping world he who finds some living truth 

owes it to his fellows to share it with them. If he  has but 
a tiny candle, it is his call to light the path for society as 
far as that candle's gleam will reach. W e  aspire to nothing 

so much as to help bring about changed and kindled lives. 
W e  hope that the reader may find the Spirit of God nearer 

as he reads. 

E.ueczltive Secretary. 
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What About Poland? 
Need Continues, but U. S. Aid Has Stopped 

"People walk many kilometers to Since August 19-I(,, a team of men ln~lst often get along on 1400. The  
us, not begging, but asking quietly and women representing the Friends Polish Embassy estimates tl-rat in order 
whether we can give them food for Relief Service of London and tlie to achieve a nutritional level of 1800 
their children. Sometimes whole fam- American Friends Service Committee, calories for the urban population, it 
ilies have come 18 or 20 kilometers. has been distributing food to approx- would be necessary for Poland to im- 
There have never been beggars in this imately 9000 pre-school children in port ahout 400,000 tons of grain, 
part of Poland, and with one or two the villages in the Czerwfonka area. 19,000 tons of fats, and 23,000 tons 
exceptions, we have not had anyone When these extra rations had to he of milk during the balance of the 
asking for food until recently." This reduced from 300 to 250 calories calendar year. 
statement from a Quaker worker in daily (ahout one and a half pounds Poland, therefore, is expected to be 
Poland empl-rasizes the continuing of food per for clli~d he- short more than 400,000 tons o f  
need in that country and points up callse of lack of supl,lies, a staple foods cl~lring October, No\'em- 
the recent statement made by Acting worker wrote: ..The f i n d  i t  

her and December, unless substantial 
Secretary of State, Robert A. Lovett, i~nports are available. Translated into 
that there is a "rapidly deteriorating Iiard to understand the cut in weekly pictures we can more readily under- 
outlook on tl-re Continent." portions of  the need is at stand, these facts mean that in one 

its height. Our food has oln~iously not l,oys* school, breakfast and luncl l  con- 
Aid to Poland Discontinued heen mrrely su1,lllementary, Iwt sist of  one piece of black bread with 
In  the face of this picture, our State basic." jam or occasionally ham fat, and a 

Department announced in August that "There are many c.ires of serious cLll, of soul,; they mean that polish 
aid to Poland would he discontinued hardsl-rips," she continlled. "TIlere is mothers cacgerly n7alk sevcml miles to 
for the ensuing quarter of  this year. a widow \\lit11 seven chilclrcn who was get three-fourths of a quart of cereal, 
T h e  decision was made on the basis moved here from the devastateti A can of evaporated milk and a bar 
of a report from Col. R. L. Harrison, area north of  Warsawr. She has a farm of cllocolate relief supplies are 
following a four-day surlreY in I'oland. now, but no equipment and no horses, availnhle; tIlcy mean that the 6000 
It stated tl-rat the grain and otlier foods cows or chickens. She has potatoes for doctors le[t in Poland cannot find 
available, supplemented by private re- just three more weeks and has not nollrisI1ing food n.ith wllich to  fight 
lief supplies, are ample to meet the seen bread for e i<~ll t  dayc. Sllc ~ ~ a l k e d  the increasing tuhercLllosis rate. 
needs of the Polish people. 21 kilometers one day to get some 

T h e  combined c o n t r i h u t i ~ n ~  of pri- hread, and found none. Conditions Vary 
\,ate relief agencies at work in Poland "You can see real fear in people's It is true that conditions in parts of 
today, however, fall far short of pro- faces and hear it in their voices lvhen western, industrialized Poland have 
viding even the necessary stop-gap. A they talk ahout tl-re future until the improlred during the past year, and 
report from the Advisory Committee harvest." that food needs vary with the seasons. 
of Voluntary Foreign Aid of the The  United Nations Special 7'ech- A report from the Anglo-American 
United States Government indicates nical Committee has estimated that team in Kozienice states that the har- 
that the food, clothing. medical and 2300 calories per person per day is tl-re vest of 1946 marked the first small 
other supplies shipped to Poland hy very minimum subsistence level. Yet step toward recovery for the people 
the voluntary agencies during the first in parts of Po1an.l I-eo:-!c living on in that area. "Nour." the report con- 
five months of 1947 amounted to only the land receive little more thnn 270()  tinues, ' 'on the elre of the l-rarvcst n 
$5,700,242. Translated into food daily. while Iliose li\,in<e i l l  the iitie.; year later, there is a considerable dif- 
alone, this amount coul(l not ference in the appearance of the 
meet the needs. It would mean countryside. T h e  fields, mostly 
that funds would he diverted ak T W ~ T  cleared of mines, have heen 
from services which arc now ef-  ' , . n  largely culti\rated, many people 
fective to a food supply pro- have rebuilt their houses and 

gram ml-ricich could not possihly managed to buy pigs and hens. 
or even a horse and cow. W e  

be more than palliative. never imagined that it would he 
O n  the announcement that possihlc to cease the distribution 

aid to Poland would he discon- of food here this year withoi~t 
tinued, the American Friends callsing a good de;ll of hardship. 
Service Committee felt ohliged "Not that there are obvious 
to share the facts received from signs of returning prosperity in 
Quaker workers in that country. , all ~larts.  There is a marked con- 
and sent telegrams to President trast in conditions where the 
Truman and Secretary of State .? soil is good and where it is 
Marshall urging that Poland sandy. In sandy districts, even 
continue to receive general re- . ,. before tl-re war. undernourish- 

. I  3)IC 

lief aid. Pnlish children suffer while gnvernmcnts nrgue. ment produced weaker, less re- 
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silient peasants, less able to face the 
problems of existence. Certain villages 
are poverty-stricken. Their men were 
killed in the war and the country has 
been able to offer little constructive 
help to the widows and their families." 

Reports from the more arid areas 
of northeastern Poland are much more 
serious. "The districts of former East 
Prussia, known as Mazuria and War-  
mia, are among those where the recent 
war left its deepest marks. The  towns 
and villages were badly damaged. 
Many inhabitants fled; and many of 
the fields are still lying uncultivated, 
the houses unoccupied. There is a 
greater scarcity of horses, cows and 
other livestock than in most other 
parts of Poland, and fewer industries 
to give employment. There is also a 
dearth of medical aid." 

Food for Special Groups? 

T h e  Harrison Report included a 
statement that certain groups in Po- 
land are more in need than others: 
"Imports of medical supplies and sup- 
plementary foodstuffs for relief of 
special groups such as children, or- 
phans, sick and aged appear justified." 

MARGARET FRAWLEY 
Margaret Frawley lived a full and 

strenuous life. Yet in the stir and ex- 
citement of her relief experiences in  
Europe and in her tasks with the 
AFSC at home she preserved an inner 
core of serenity. She was quick, forth- 
right and clear visioned. These were 
the mainsprings of her work that 
often had a quality of daring. Yet 
through all shone a kindly spirit, a 
warmheartedness and a gentleness that 
instantly removed any sting resulting 
from her zeal to achieve her goal. 
Working with Margaret was fun. She 
had an Irish touch of whimsy that 
quickly found the humorous side of a 
tense situation. 

When Margaret came to the Service 
Committee in 1939, she had had no 
previous contact with Quakers. Behind 
her lay ten years of dictinguished 
newspaper work and travel in Europe 
as a foreign correspondent. She was 

"People come, not hegging, hut asking quictly 
if we can give them a n y  fond for their children." 

This statcrnent hears out the find- 
ings of Quaker workers who report 
that there are an estimated 1,500,000 
orphans and half-orphans in Poland, 
and about 3,000,000 children needing 
supplementary assistance. In Krakow 

seeking a channel through which to 
pour her great gifts for organization 
and interpretation which would satisfy 
a spiritual urge to senre her fellows in 
a direct and personal way. All who 
know the Quaker relief work in France 
know how greatly she strengthened 
this service. In the early days of the 
war, it was she who saved the whole 
orpanization when the Germans took 
Paris. Evacuating the office records 
and funds to Marseilles, she herself 
escorted ninety children by truck to 
Rordcaux where she set up canteens 
for refu,gces. It was there that she met 
the German officers who gave her au- 
thority to carry on her work in remem- 
brance of the benefits they had them- 
selves received as children in the 
Quaker child-feeding program in Ger- 
many after the first World War.  

Toward the close of the war she 
returned to France and reknitted the 

alone, some 11,000 orphans and half- 
orphans are being cared for in gov- 
ernment institutions. Service Commit- 
tee workers found that institutions 
they visited last winter had very littie 
food and no blankets, sheets or rec- 
reation equipment. The  grant received 
from the government for each child 
provided less than half the cost of 
maintenance. 

Amid the confusion of varied con- 
tiitions and conflicting statistics, the 
need alone is clear and uncomplicated. 
And it is impossible for private relief 
to meet this need. W e  urge that our 
Government follow the suggestion of 
the Marshall Plan, that aid be given 
those countries which show they are 
helping themselves, rather than pen- 
alize Poland for so doing. 

There is tragedy in these facts and 
figures, and tragedy in what they do 
not tell. They give a picture of hunger 
yet do not make vivid the 20,000 
children who die monthly of tubercu- 
losis, or the 400,000 children who had 
no shoes all last winter. Basic needs 
and individual suffering in Poland 
continue to grow while governments 
argue whether they exist. 

ties between French, English and 

American Quakers. She was a woman 

of great personal bravery and endured 

hardships beyond the limits of her 

frame with a cheerfulness that at times 

was inexplicable. T h e  year of illness 

that ended with Margaret's death on 

October 14 tested to the uttermost this 

divine gift of inner serenity that was 

so remarkably hers. Never did she 

complain or admit defeat ; a visit to her 

bedside was an inspiration. Although 

Margaret never sought membership in 
the Society of Friends, she was, in 
spirit, in closest fellowship. Though 
she probably never knew it and most 
certainly would have denied it, her life 
mirrored a true modern Quaker in 
action, spreading peace, good cheer 
and courage in the wake and the 
wreckage of war. 

JOHN F. RICH 



Builders of Peace 
A Report on Summer Projects 

"Since wars begin in the minds of 
men, it is in the minds of men that 
the defenses of peace must he con- 
structed." Tllis statement in the Con- 
stitution of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or-  
ganization was taken seriously this 
past summer by more than 4000 peo- 
ple in the United St'ltes, Mexico and 
Euroce. 

1 ~- 
In work camps, institutes and sem- 

inars sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee, they were 
offered nothing hut the chance to 
study and work hard, and to try to 
understand others. They were chal- 
lenged to see where they could create 
understanding hetween groups in our 
country; to hell3 construct hridges of 
fellowship spanning the contincnts. 

In a World That Needs Our Best 

In seven International Service Sem- 
inars stretching from New England 
to the West Coast, representatives of 
many different nations and cultures 
studying in the United States met to- 
gether for seven-week periods to ex- 
plore the spiritual, intellectual and 
moral resources necessary for the crea- 
tion of  a peaceful world. 

International tensions were vividly 
set forth, pointing up the urgency for 
each individual to take part in their 
solt~tion. I:riendships crossed national 
and racial and religious harriers. As 
one of the memhers wrote, "Of the 
future, we cannot speak, but we know 
that peoples of different countries can 
live together in peace." "My outlook 

changed completely," wrote nnother. 
"It 1s the drfference between living 
for something and with a pnrrose, 
and living dully in a world that needs 
our hest." 

"It Isn't Just a Summer Thing" 
This is the reward of caravaning- 

not finishing a summer's project, hut 
beginning a lifetime of service. Real- 
izing some of the implications of such 
an experience. one caravaner wrote, 
"I now feel a responsibility for other 
people, worse luck. It doesn't let me 
relax and have a carefree time. It isn't 
just a summer thing." 

Caravaning this summer was rni~ch 
more diffictllt than in any recent year. 
Today much hope for the United Nn- 
tions is dimmed, symp;lthy for relief 
needs has worn thin, fear of depres- 
sion and ~~nemllloyment overrides the 
prompting of  our conscience to offer 
a haven. to displaced people of the 
world. Fear o f  Russia shadows every- 
thing. 

< .  

Caravaner:, expected some opposi- 
tion, and were prepared for it. But it 
was harder for them to meet indif- 
ference. It took more coura<ge to keep 
working when they found people who 
did not know or care what waz going 
on in the world, who felt no respon- 
sibility as citizens or church memhcrs 
or as human beings for what they and 
their country should or should not d o  
in relation to the rest of the world. 

The  most important lesson of car- 
avaning this year was probahly that 
of learning to keep going, ant1 of 

Caravaners speak, write,  work with local corn- Students from many countries conpcritte on dish- 
mtrnity groups rn the intere5t of pcace. Thir washing after n day's  disct~scinn at thr In+crn : t -  

group worked in St .  lo*cph. Mn. t ~ o n a l  Srrvicc Seminar at Wood-tock.  I l l .  

finding that there are always, in the 
most unexpected places, people who 
care and who r e s ~ o n d  to the spark the 
caravan kindles. 

Comments from sponsoring coni- 
mittees in the ten caravan locations 
indicate the caravaners did make a 
worthwhile contribution to community 
education. They I~elped arouse new 
interest, and their own energy and en- 
thusiasm encouraged others to con- 
tinue their efforts. 

Toward Responsible World 
Citizenship 

Realizing that enduring peace m~ls t  
he a movement rising out of the life 
and thought and determination of or- 
dinary citizens, the Committee also 
sponsored nation-wide pro,qrams de- 
signed to help Americans understand 
the trends shaping our world, and to 
urge them to take their part in re- 
sponsible u~orld citizenship. 

These Institutes of International 
Relations were devcloyed on the as- 
sumption that statistics, information 
and knowledge of the international 
situation must he supplemented by an 
appreciation of the human and moral 
values involved. 

Facultv memhers for the institutes 
were drawn from colleges and uni- 
versities and from government and in- 
tergovernmental groups. They were 
gathered into 11 .~dul t  and eiqht hiph 
school institutes for five- and ten-day 
periods. There community leaders met, 
and returned, refreshed and with 
wider vision, to d o  an educational job 

W o r k  camper stands ankle-decp in muck left h y  
flood, and shovels it out o f  a house in Ottumwa, 

Iowa.  



1:;tclrlty rnrrnhcrs of  Iles Moines, Iowa. Instifutc havc ;I mid-itftcrnonn snack. From I. t o  r.. T. 7,. Kno, 
Chtna: Aaron Levenstein. Kcsei~rch Institute of America; l iarold 15. Conrad. Washburn University; Ray- 
ford W. I.ngan. Howard Universityr Maynard C .  Kreuger, University of Chicago; and Eddy Asirvatham. 

of India. 

Students bound for work and educational projects 
in Europe sing folk songs as part of the orients- 

tion program. 

in their own communities. There the ground, hut altered their plans to meet 
disc~~ssion leaders associated with the crisis of the flood by shoveling 
others sharing their general point of mud and filth out of Ottumwa homes. 
view, and realized they were not In two mental hospitals and a 
alone. women's reformatory, more than a 

hundred students faced the disinte- 
Through Hard Physical Work ~ r a t i o n  of the human mind. the ner- 

C ~ - -  ~- 

Through hard physical work the version of  the soul. During the two 
young people in Work Camps, In- and three months they worked under 
terne-in-Industry and Interne-in-Co- the Institi~tional Service Unit, they saw 
operatives projects, and the Institu- 
tional Service Units, served and 
learned this summer. 

"I learned in this summer camp," 
urrites a member of the Interne-in- 
<:ool~crati\~es. "I learned about coop- 
eratives as an economic and social in- 
strument with possihilities of halanc- 
ing the ahuse of the profit system. I 
learned about living in mutual respect 

vividly the necessity for love and trust 
in human relationships. Some of them 
felt their lives redirected as they 
realized what implications the atti- 
tudes they were forming might have 
in their home-towns. The  responsibil- 
ity for making more people aware of 
the problems of mental illness and 
community disintegration descended 
upon them. 

and qervice with an aware group of 
young people from varying hack- In Mexico On a Friendly Basis 

~ r o u n d s .  I discovered that a routine "Our friends are the core of this . , 
task can he ~ncanin~qfu! when there 
ic  purpose hehind it." 

\Vllercver the Internes-in-Industry 
worked they felt the tensions hctween 
lahor and ~n;~nagcment ,  the intolerance 
and prejudice which spring from ig- 
norance 2nd insecurity, the confusion 
which surges through intlustrial Amer- 
ica. They experienced the fatijille and 
dullness of Ilcing a cog in the intlus- 
trial machine. 

7'hc \Y'ork Cnmpcrs hellled meet 
c~omm~lnity needs in Virginia, Maine, 
hlis.;ot.~ri '1nc1 Cnlilornia. In <:hicago 

whole experience," reads one letter 
from Mexico. For the eighth year, 
young Americans under Service Com- 
mittee auslices have been in Mexico 
on a friendly hasis. Living in adohe 
I I L I ~ S  with thatched roofs, in Toluca, 
Taxhay, Tctelcingo, Yautepcc and 
Xocl~~milco,  they supplemented the 
year-round projects which have heen 
~lnderway in two of the communities 
with enthusiastic projects of their 
OM'Il. 

At Yautclvc they dug a well 
t h r o ~ ~ p h  solid rock for a school in a 

they ~uinteci ancl plastered homes. In district that had never had water. At 
Iktroi t  they or,gnnizetl community ac- Tetelcingo they helped small girls 
ti\ritics arouncl vacant lots. TheJ. \vent who 11nd never seen dolls to make 
to Ott~lrn\va, Iowa, to I>~lil(l a play- come of their very own. They started 

metal-working classes for boys and 
played bean-bag with the littlest 
ones. In Toluca and Tetelcingo they 
carried out anti-smallpox campaigns, 
working in the established clinics and 
also vaccinating men, women and 
children on the streets and in the 
homes. All summer the boys scoured 
the mountainsides and deep ravines 
around Taxhay for boulders to build 
a cooperative store. And in their spare 
time they dug good soil and carried 
it to a rocky plot by the school SO 

that elementary agriculture could be 
taught. 

English and dancing classes, clinic 
and recreational work went on in each 
community ; and everywhere they 
shared the fiestas, the tasty tortillas, 
the plaintive and gay song-fests with 
the villagers. And throughout the 
projects there was real witness to the 
spirit which must be at the core of 
international friendship. "My heart 
was broken when I went ro the United 
States,'' exclaimed one Mexican lad 
who had encountered the discrimina- 
tion directed against his people in this 
country; "hut now it is mended 
again," 11e added with a bright face 
while helping American boys blast the 
top of a moi~ntain to huild a play- 
ground for children. 

Shipboard Experiment 
As the Marjr70 Tiger and Marive 

Intnper plou,ed back and forth across 
the Atlantic this summer, several 
thoilsand st~idents from the United 
States and various countries of Europe 
aboard these former troop ships 



thougl~t  more deeply than they had 
before of their personal responsihil- 
ities to  their world. 

They were traveling ~rnder  the State 
Department's project for the exchange 
of students l>et\vcen the continents. 
The  Institute of International Ecluca- 
tion in New York coordinated the 
administrative work and the Service 
Committee at the request of the State 
Department assumed full resllonsibil- 
ity for  the orientation on the ships. 
These shipboard programs were car- 
ried o ~ l t  on each of the ten-day 
crossings, to prelwce the American 
students for their study, travel or re- 
construction work in Europe; and on 
return trips to introduce Europeans to 
this country and help returning Amer- 
icans evaluate their E~rropean experi- 
ences. 

As the students settled down in 
their three-tier hunks, or grouped in 
corners of cabins and dining rooms 
for lectures and discussions, or talked 
and sang far into each night out on 
deck-their understanding and respect 
and appreciation for each other and 
for the people of the countries they 
were to visit were strengthened. 

"We Call You, Youth OF the 
World" 

" W e  call you, youtll of the world 
today, to help us hegin a new life. 
W e  greet and welcome you joyfully 
to the ruins of our homes, with the 
hope that we may build a new future 
of love and happiness in our hearts." 

In response to this message from 
Finland, 235 young men and women 
from 1 2  countries participated in 
Quaker-sponsored work camps reach- 
ing across Europe from northernmost 
1:innisli Lapland to the Valley of the 
Aventino in Italy, and east to Brixlegg 
in the Austrian Tyrol and the banks of 
the Vistula in Poland. American mem- 
bers of tile Quitker International Vol- 
untary Service also worked in the 
camps of the Service Civil International 
in Holland, Bclgi~lrn and 17rance. nntl 
one volunteer joined an international 
work camp organized hy the British 
Friends Relief Service in Berlin. 

T h e  work projects were vnried, ant1 
tough. In I'inland the volunteers 
hellTed rehuilcl T.npp homes in fi1.e 
communities. and in t ~ v o  c-amlis in 
south central Finland they hell~etl 
Finns u ~ h o  h:~d I>ecn e\.aci~atcd frcrn 
the East huild new houses. In ltnly 
three devastnted towns a.ere selected 
for work camp sites. At hlontenero- 
domo carnllcry constructed :I clay nurs- 

ery on the site of a destroyed medieval 
castle. Elsewhere they cleared rubble, 
arranged programs for cllil~lren and 
young people. Their most colorful 
project was the installation of a cahle 
to carry salvaged bricks from thc ru!>- 
hle of one town to its new site across 
the river. In Brixlegg, where destroyed 
homes were rehuilt, the American 
campers had a special challenge, for 
that town had been homhecl by Amer- 
ican planes. In Lucimia, south of War-  
saw, the volunteers worked in a clinic, 
constructed barracks for a school and 
helped the villagers reh~rild their 
homes. 

Villagers in ISelgium were at first 
suspicious of these young people, but 
once convinced of their sincerity, prc- 
sented them with cherries, heans and 
even a hit of meat. The  school chil- 
dren hrought them potatoes, the shop- 
keepers gave them discounts, the shoe- 
maker repaired their hoots without 
charge. In Finland, the campers were 
guests at a wedding feast in one 
home, and those in Lapland were 
urged to return next year in time for 
the reindeer round-up. 

A Swiw camper tound 5omething 
very basic in the experience, "Such a 
life gives LIS the opportunity to live 
with other countries' men and to see 
in each of them our brother. And at 
once we see that every man, from 
whatever country he may come, he has 
the same problems, the same interests, 
sorrows, and pleasures. And what 
seems to me the most important: Love 
is for all h ~ ~ m a n  beings the same." 

Resources Beyond 
The  practice of taking time for wor- 

ship and meditation each day and 
finding what a difference it makes in 
giving direction for one's life was one 

Two work camper* i n  Silija, I:inl.tnd, m.gkc brick, 
for the  rebuilding of war-devast :~ted homes i n  

Lapland. northrrnrno+. pr<>vincr. 

of the most significant experiences for 
many of the young people this sum- 
mer. Many who came into the work 
on the hasis of a concern for social 
prohlems found they had embarked 
also on a deep religious experience. 

The  final result of the summer proj- 
ects cannot he counted in the numher 
of homes repaired or bridges huilt. It 
cannot he computed hy the number of 
lectures listened to or topics discussed. 
It is hidden in those who found a new 
way of life t h r o u ~ l i  the experience of 
serving and seeking to understand. it  
is folded deep in the awareness that 
when people sit down together in 
humility and love, solutions for even 
the hardest problems can be found. 

Year-Round Work 
and Study Projects 

Four service projects are being 
sponsored for young people during 
the winter and spring of 1917-.18 in . - 

Mexico, and in industries and public 
institutions in the United States. In 
addition, approxim:~tcly 100 one-day 
conferences and ?o week-end confer- 
ences will he held in communities 
throughout the country to stimulate 
interest in peace. 

In Yautepec, Mexico. women will 
work in the community Ilealth educa- 
tion program and in the local health 
clinic. Men will d o  construction work 
and all will aid in recreation pro- 
grams. 

In Philadel~,hia students will work 
in husiness or industry while study- 
ing objectively problems confronting 
both workers and management offi- 
cials. 

As a part of the Institutional Serv- 
ice Units program, young people will 
work at Rockland State Hospital, 
Orangeburg, N. Y., nncl at the N. J .  
State Reformitory for Women. Clin- 
ton Farms. Unit memhers receive 
ahout 30 hours of lectures ly rnem- 
hers of the institution staff. 

AFSC Meetings 
The next series of ~neetings of the 

AISC will I>c liclcl .I[ Willnington 
( 0 . )  <:ollepc, Novc~nl>cr 21 and 2 2 .  
On  Noveml~er 23,  S.lrnucl hfarhle, 
who lor~ncrly workecl on the Japan 
area desk of the Service <'olnmittee, 
\\.ill I3e inaujil~rated as prc-sident of 
\X/ilmington (:allege. 



The World Needs Clothes 
"We had no shoes smaller than size 

four, and little ones who were con- 
sequently left barefooted put their 
heads down on their desks and wept 
very quietly. I took away a design of 
their feet in the hope that I could 
send shoes for them when our smaller 
shoes arrive-if they ever do." 

This story from a Service Commit- 
tee worker is only too representative 
of the world today. In Hungary one 
out of  every ten children is bare- 2 

footed. In Poland shoes are shared so I 

that one member of a family at a time 
can go shopping or  to school. In a I 
German town recently, one woman f .# G f  
was fatally injured and 20 others . . 
fainted while standing in line wit11 
hundreds of other persons outside a 
shoe store for two days and a nigllt 
waiting to  buy shoes. 

What  shoes there are must be worn 
down to the last shred because there 
is no leather or nails for repair. "One 
boy was wearing a rubber over one 
shoe," writes another worker, "and 
when I pulled it off I saw that the 
shoe had no sole. Quite a few are 
wearing canvas slippers, not as suh- 
stantial as our tennis shoes, and they 
will have to be worn through the 
snow." 

Anything must do for shoes during 
the winter. At one time ten bales of 
blankets were distrihuted in a German 
town. Each hale was wrapped in can- 
vas. When  the Committee representa- 
tive visited the town to see the re- 
sults of the distribution, he found 400 
people shod in shoes with wooden 
soles and canvas tops, made from the 
bale wrappings. 

Baby clothes and diapers are almost 
non-existent. More than 500 bahies 
were horn in Dusseldorf, Germany, 
during one month this year, hut not 
a single ration coupon was issued for 
the purchase of a diaper. New-horn 
infants are often wrapped in news- 
papers to be carried home from the 
hospital. Few children of two, three 
and four years have ever had shoes. 
Many mothers must exchange precious 
sugar and bread for sweaters and socks 
and diapers. 

These  rags were  the o n l y  clothes that a little 
hoy in Hungary owned until he w a s  g iven some 
n e w  nnes hy Quaker workers. Examining the 
tattered suit are. I. t o  r., Clarence E. Pickctt,  
executive secretary of the A P S C :  Harry Pfend,  
who recently rc'ttrned from work in Germany. 
and Ruh13 M. Jones, honorary chairman o f  the 
Committee. 

There comes a point when patches 
will no longer hold, when even a tug 
of wind tears rotting fabric. Today the 
people of Europe and Asia are dressed 
more thinly than they were a year ago, 
yet no government relief includes 
clothing. This is the pattern of need. 
It is up  to LIS as individuals to cut 
from this pattern, in cloth and leather, 
the garments it represents. 

And we must give with understand- 
ing. Sturdy, wearable clothing is 
needed. The  person who receives what 
we give will not be able to repair it 
or have it cleaned. It is little extra 
trouble for us to see that all fastenings 
are on, tears mended. Packages of 
needles, spools of thread and extra 
buttons can be slipped into pockets. 
Shoes can be re-soled, polished, and 
have an extra pair of shoestrings tuck- 
ed inside. Shoes accompanied by one 
dollar a pair can be re-soled by Com- 
mittee facilities. Women's shoes 
smaller than three inches in width or 
with heels higher than two inches can- 
not be used. 

Dresses size 38 or larger and s t o ~ ~ t  
low-heeled shoes are needed for 
European women. Smaller dresses, 

shirts and trousers are needed in Ja- 
pan. Women in Europe wear black 
clothes for mourning, even for distant 
relatives and for long periods of time. 
It is helpful to direct black clothing 
to collection centers on the East coast. 

W e  ~ '110  have no clothes to con- 
tribute can volunteer to work at one 
of the seven collection centers which 
the Service Committee operates, o r  at 
one of the five baling centers. W e  
can collect clothing in our communi- 
ties and ship that which is usable to 
the Committee. Old bathing suits and 
evening gowns can be sold and the 
proceeds sent to help defray process- 
ing expenses of clothing collected. 
fJieces of woolen cloth may be made 
into warm quilts. 

Clothing Can Be Beautiful 
Kecently a man whose ragged 

clothes helied the dignity of the hu- 
man being who wore them, asked for 
.I suit at a Quaker center in Europe. 
When he received it, not new but 
clean and mended, he was asked to 
sign a receipt: "Received-one suit." 
He signed his name, then after the 
word "s~lit" he wrote, "beautiful." 

Clothing carefully prepared and 
given in a spirit of humility and good- 
will is beautiful; it carries an assur- 
ance that we are concerned about our 
neighbor's welfare. 

Please send your gifts of clothing, 
shoes, bedding and soap to the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Colnmittee at one 
of the following addresses: 

23rd and Arch Streets 
Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
144 East 20th Street 
New York 3, New York 
21 1 1  Florida Ave. 
Washington 8, D .  C. 
159 North Michigan Boulevard 
Chicago 1, Ill. 
1212 King Street 
Seattle 44, Washington 
3107 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore 18, Md. 
501 North Raymond Avc. 
Pasadena 3, California 
21 51 Vine Street 
Berkeley 7, California 
5 Longfellow Park 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 



Impressions of Japan 
hll 

Elizabeth Gray Vining 

lilizc~/)eth G r n ~  V j t r i ~ r ~ ,  jo~.rrierly ns.rr,i-idle plrhljrjly sectr~rlry 
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,/.I- I N I O ~  to  /l?e Croi~17 Pri12i.e. The jollor~t/'ug report g~ves  
!~cr  i~)~/)re.r.rio~?.r of Japan ntld rhe Japarze.re people. 

During tlie rainy month of June, 
this year's crop of wheat ril-ened. In 
wide fields outside of Tokyo, in small 
ficltis in the suhurhs, in tiny ~-:~tches 
among the ruins of the city, the grnins 
turned yellow. The  rice ration was 28  

days late Potatoes were cxtre~nely 
\ c a r e  and hard to get Thousan~ls of 
people were depending for their stnplc 
food on the wheat which they co~lltl 
grow themselves. 

The  ration is slow and uncertain 
' ~ n d  small, the restaurants are closed, 
there is painfully little to huy even in 
the open, or Idack, market. The  recent 
government economic White  Paper 
reportstthat the average family s1:ends 
from 66 to 73 per cent of its income 
on food alone. Eggs are 12% yen 
each. Small plums are 6 for 25  yen. 
I saw a box of 16 fancy peaches re- 
cently priced at 1100 yen. This is 
322.00 at the present artificial rate of 
exchange, but a better idea can he 
p i n e d  by comparing the yen price 
\\.it11 the estimated earnecl monthly in- 
come (including the v,ilue of vcgc- 
tnhles raised) of the a\,erage family of 

four: 2017 yen. A very flimsy cap for 
n hoy cost.; 250 yen, a tiny hox of 
paper clips, 30  yen, an umhrella, 1000 

yen. 

People Are Undernourished 
You hear it frequently said among 

foreigners, "l'here is no mass 5tarv:l- 
tion in Japan." Thnt is true. People 
are not dying in tlie streets. But they 
are ~lndernourished; they are thin and 
pale and tired. They look drawn and 
,111xious. 

The  small children of four or five 
years appear the healthiest. The pets 
of their families. they probably get 
the hest of whatever there is to cat. 
They are also rlndouhtedly older than 
they look. Three small friends of 
mine, little girls of eight, ten and 
twelve, look not a day more than five, 
seven and nine. The  boys in my class 
at the Peers' School are almost all thin 
and undersized for their age. 

Children Are Tired 
They are tired, too. They :Ire tired 

partly because in order to get to school 
on time, with transportation as it is. 

most of then1 leave home at six or 
half-past in the ~norning.  One hoy 
starts at half-past four. They are tired 
also because they are not getting the 
amount and the kind of food that 
growing hops need. During the spring 
vacation, when food was more plenti- 
ful than it is now, their weariness 
was i~nconsciously revealed in the 
diaries which they wrote for me. Over 
and over again these 13 -  and 14-year- 
old boys write, "I alas tired, so I went 
to bed after dinner." "I was tired and 
I took a nap." One  public-spirited 
youth wrote: "I went on Dr. Kobay- 
ashi to inject to keep off the eruptilre 
typhus. It was a painful injection but 
I beared it for the public health. We 
went I>y tram. The  car was so crowded 
and I was very much tired out." 

Host oE Shortages 

Food, clothing, housing, transporta- 
tion, medicines; these are the pressing 
shortages, with a host of others flood- 
ing along in their train. 

Cotton goods, or indeed any kind 
of yard goods, are almost unohtain- 
.ible by the ordinary consumer. Japan 

. l ' - l l l , ~  

'Tokyo ~ t u d e n t s  gather bricks from the wreckage of their old school huilding lapenrre children enjoy the lunch made ~ o ~ s i h l e  by Amcrican contrihurionu 
t o  help build a new school. through I,ARA, Licensed Agencies for Relief in Asia. 
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has, it is true, been importing cotton, 
but most of it, after being manufac- 
tured into cloth, is exported to help 
pay for food imports. What  is kept in 
Japan is rationed to hospitals, special 
groups, like repatriates, and so on. 
Recently some clothing was sent to a 
private school, attended hy Tokyo's 
supposedly most privileged girls, by 
the Licensed Agencies for Relief in 
Asia, (LARA),  of which the Service 
Committee is a member. T h e  original 
plan was to distribute it among the 
40 per cent who had been burned out. 
It  was found, however, that so many 
of the girls were actually in need that 
the most satisfactory procedure was to 
let all the girls draw lots for turns 
to  choose a garment apiece, and then 
distribute the remainder as extras 
among the war sufferers. Shoes are 
~>articularly needed. I have seen niore 
than one pretty and graceful young 
girl clumping along in large shahhy 
men's boots \ \~hicI~ were prohahly in- 
herited from a brother who failed to 
return from the war. 

26 People in One House 

The  Whi te  Paper estimates a short- 
age of 4,000,000 houses in Japan. In 
terms of what one sees and hears in 
one's daily round without making a 
special in\restiption, this means: A 
woman with an invalid husband has 
26 people living in her house. They are 
burned-out people a ~ h o  moved in d i ~ r -  
ing the war, and who, since they have 
no place else to go. cannot be dis- 
lodged. Several teachers of my ac- 
quaintance, bec,luse they cannot find 
places to live in Tokyo, must spend 
five to seven hours a day commuting 
in trains that are often so crowded 
that pencils in one's pocket are 
smashed by the pressure of other peo- 
ple's bodies and hundles. As one of 
my senior girls described it: "My foot 
are stepped on, my hair are drew, my 
hands are caught. I feel like canned 
sardine." Air raid sl~elters and win- 
dowless scrap-iron huts serve as houses 
for whole families. One sees the mother 
crouching by tlle street hydrant to do 
the family washing. or bending over 

.a little earthenware stove beside the 
door, cooking the family dinner in the 
rain. O n e  of my boys at the Peers' 
School, who had been so far behind 
the others that I assumed he simply 
lldd no natural capacity for languages, 
\i~dclenly showed an amazing improve- 
ment, not only in his work but also 
in his posture, color and general at- 
titude. I made inquiries and learned 
that ever since the bombing of May, 
1945, he had lived in an air-raid sliel- 
ter with a ceiling so low that his 
father could not stand up straight. 
Recently the family had moved to a 
harrack, "and now." the boy said, "I 
{eel like studying!" 

Disease a Great Hazard 
Three of the boys in my class of 

76 have heen out of school all spring 
with T.B. They are now getting 
A.F.S.C. milk and vitamins. Tubercu- 
losis is one of the great hazards in 
present-day Japan, the inevitable re- 
sult of undernourishment and bad liv- 
ing conditions. There is another ail- 
ment. less dangerous but Inore wide- 
spread, and one that saps strength and 
courage and reduces efficiency. Ninety 
per cent of the Japanese people of all 
classes of society are suffering from in- 
testinal parasites. A doctor told me 
recently that in some rural schools 94 
per cent of the children are infected. 
Santonin and other vermifuges are 
needed in quantity in a short-range 
program. A long-range program 
would provide large shipments of fer- 
tilizer so that the present insanitary 

Against a background of destruction. Tokyo war 
waifs clutch cans of milk received through LARA. 

and dangerous methods can be elim- 
inated. 

T h e  people whom I know, and 
about whom I write, are not the poor- 
est and most unfortunate. They be- 
long to the privileged class; they are 
the people who in former times were 
the most fortunate; the wealthy, the 
traveled, the cultured. They are no 
longer wealthy. The  bombing spared 
no one. In the tremendous social revo- 
lution which is now going on, they are 
on the descending side of the wheel; 
taxes and capital levies are carrying 
them down. They are going down 
with immense dignity, without outcry 
or self-pity. I 

Children Have Hope and Zest 
Their children are facing the 

changed world with hope and zest. 
Boys write in a matter-of-fact way of 
helping their mothers with the house 
work. "In the evening I cooked in 
place of my mother hecatlse she had 
.I cold. Washed my shirt and hand- 
kerchiefs," appears in one diary. In 
another, "Helped my mother clean 
the upstairs and move heavy fumi-  
ture." (There was a new baby in that 
household.) "Helped my sister to 
wash the family clothes because my 
mother had a cold." "Helped my 
mother because my grandmother was 
in bed." They are interested in base- 
ball, football, fishing, sailing, the 
U. S. Army Day parade, the arrival 
of the ration books, art, the Zoo 
(though they deplore the lack of 
"fierce animals") and the elections. 

O n  Election Day, one boy wrote, 
"Today was the hope and promise to 
the future of Japan." 

The more tl~oughtful of my Peer- 
esses' School girls, who are older than 
the boys, see the present time as one 
of suffering, but suffering with an end. 

"In the morning," writes one, who 
might speak for all, "I found the 
plum flower, which blooms the most 
fast in the year. This flower have en- 
dured hardships. W e  must also en- 
dure the life of suffering. W e  never 
losing hope. Soon the spring will 
r.ome." 



James M. Read 
James M. Read, formerly with the 

Friends Committee on National Leg- 
islation, has been appointed secretary 
of the IZoreign Service Section of the 
American Friends Service Committee. 
H e  succeeds Cornelius KrusC, who 
ser\~ed as head of the section d~l r ing  
the past year and who is now execu- 
tive secretary of the American Cot~n-  
cil of Learned Societies. 

James Read previously worked with 
the Service Committee, joining the 
staff in 1945. With six representati\~cs 
of American private relief agencies, he 
spent several months early in 1946 in 
Germany investigating conditions of 
food, clothing, housing and hcaltli. 
I'hc Service Committee based its re- 
lief program in Germany on the re- 
port brought hack by the  represent:^- 
tives of tlie Service Committee and 
other agencies. 

For several years Janies Read was 
,issocinted with the University of 
I~ouis\~ille,  first as an assistant pro- 
fessor in the department of history 
and 1lolitic.nl science and 1;lter as act- 
ing 1le;lcl of the department. 

AFSC Lecturers 
During the current school term the 

AITSC is sponsoring visiting lecturers 
to schools and colleges on a coopera- 
tive hasis for the fourth consecutive 
year. 

In an effort to increase interraci'll 
~~nderstanding,  the AI:SC sends 
Negroes and other minority group 
niernhers \+rho are experts in a special 
ficlcl of work to visit predominantly 
\vllite cd~~cat ional  inst i t~~t ions where 
they spend a week or more, teaching 
cl;~sscs, spcitking to chapel groups and 
meeting informally \vith students and 
faculty mernbers. 

I l l ree lecturers arc available for 
\,nrying periocls until tlie end of April. 

l'lic Iect~~rers  are: Dr. Richarc1 I. 
McKinney, president of Storer Col- 
lege, H;lrlwr's17erry, W. Va., who 
~ v i l l  \.isit schools in the enst and in 
tlic Ohio area; Dr. John B. Lovell, 
Jr., associate professor of English at 
Hoafard Uni\rersity, Washington, D .  
<I., \\,I10 will lecture at West Coast 
schools, and Allan R. 17reelon, spcci:ll 

assistant to the director of Fine Arts, 
School District of Philadelphia, who 
will visit Eastern institutions. 

Dr .  McKinney, who holds degrees 
from M o r e h o ~ ~ s e  College, Andover 
Newton Theological School and Yale 
University, will teach classes on the 
Bible and philosopl~y. Dr.  Lovell's 
field is American literature. H e  is a 
grxduate of Northwestern University 
and the University of California at 
Berkeley. Mr. Freelon, a graduate of 
the Pl~iladelphia Museum School of 
Ind~~s t r ia l  Art, the University of Penn- 
sylvania and Temple University, will 
teach classes in the techniques of va- 
rious types of art, and in the history 
and development of painting with 
special emphasis on certain phases of 
painting. 

Radio Series Tells 
Story of AFSC Work 

More than 200 radio stations have 
rcclucstccd the new series of six 1 5 -  

l n i n ~ ~ t c  radio dramatizations on trans- 
cription offered by the A I 3 C  as a p ~ ~ h -  
lic service "on behalf of the necdy 
people of the arorld." 7'hc series, en- 
titled "World Service," is based on 
reports received from Quaker workers 
overseas, and features well-known 
artists, including Housc Jnmeson, E v ; ~  
Le Gallicnne, Ann Seymour and Leon 
Janney. The programs were produced 
at NRC I>y professional script writers 
and directors. 

The  stories include an account of a 
clothing !:distribution in Polancl and 
what n gift of clothing meant to one 
young I'olish couple; a dramatization 
of the services performed I7y the 
Friends Transport Unit in 17rance, and 
a tale of the fight of a Quaker unit 
in China a p i n s t  Knla Azar, a diseasc 
which is 96 per cent fatal when un- 
treated. Anothcr clescrihes the deg- 
radation of post-war existence in Aus- 
tria, \vhere Quaker relief workers are 
helping to rehahilitate the Austrim 
mind and spirit. There is also a gen- 
era1 narrative on what is Ixing clone 
to alleviate tile suffering and nourisll 
the hope of millions struggling for 
existence in a wnr-r,~v,~ged \vorlcl. 
Descrilltivc folclers are avnilnhle on 
request. 

New Literature 
Four Agencies Serving the 

Society of Friends, 8 pp. folder, 
describing activities of the AFSC, the 
Friends Committee on National Leg- 
islation, the Friends World Cornrnit- 
tee, American Section, and the Amer- 
ican Friends Fellowship Council. 

Quaker Services in Germany, 
1 2  pp. booklet describing needs in 
Germany and the Quaker program 
there. 

France Looks Ahead, 6 pp. 
folder giving details of AFSC proj- 
ects in France. 

Hungary Needs Your Help, 
4 pp. folder telling need for relief in 
Hungary. 

Quaker Work Continues in 
China, 6 pp. folder describing on- 
going projects in China, and need for 
continued help. 

Japan Looks to Us, 6 pp. folder 
telling of needs of Japanese people 
and of our responsibility to them. 

Quaker Relief in Japan, 6 pp. 
folder ( in  Japanese) describing Serv- 
ice Committee activities in Japan. 

Children Building Tomorrow, 
6 pp. folder listing projects in which 
children can participate to help needy 
children in Europe and Asia. Also 
lists literature and materials available 
as aids for teachers. 

Institutional Service Units, 4 
pp. folder telling of opportunities 
available to young people in work in 
mental hospitals and correctional in- 
stitutions, under one of the AFSC's 
work-and-study projects. 

Labor M. P. Here 

Victor Yates, Labor Memher of 
Pnrliament, will spend November lec- 
turing throughout the United States 
under the auspices of the Service 
Committee. 

H e  will speak on economic and 
lahor problems in Great Britain, mil- 
itary ant1 inctnstrial conscription, and 
will give his i~npressions of Germany, 
\vhicli he visited recently. 



1937: ~ 1 1 e s e  are tile kind of  I IOLIS~S that rile service c o m -  
mittee found western Pennsylvania miners living in when 
they undertook a cl~ild-feeding project in that area during 
the depression. In 19.37 they started Penn-Craft, a coopera- 
tive, self-help housing project, in w11icli miners would build 
each others' homes, eventually build a community. The  
Committee wanted to set a pattern for organizations and 
industries to follow. Most miners still live in frame row 
houses, but housing projects similar to Penn-Craft are being 
planned in Ohio and Indiana for urban industrial workers. 

7947: Fifty Penn-Craft families live in Ilomes like this, 
for which materials cost only S2,000. Nine families have 
repaid their loans to Friends Service, Inc., and the others 
are paying on or ahead of schedule. Each family has onc 
to two acres of land for a garden and animals. Community 
has cooperative store, frozen food locker, library, now plans 
a community center for young people. A second project, con- 
sisting of 15 families with 10 acres of land each, is under- 
way. Privately-owned sweater mill furnishes extra wages for 
members of miners' families, tides them over when mines 
d o  not operate regularly. 


